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WHAT IS A CURRICULUM EVALUATION?

Curriculum Evaluations report on the quality of teaching and learning in specific subjects of the
Primary School Curriculum (1999). They affirm good practice and make recommendations, where
appropriate, to aid the further development of the subject in the school.

HOW TO READ THIS REPORT

During this inspection, the inspectors evaluated learning and teaching in Science under the following
headings:

1. Quality of pupils’ learning

2. Supporting pupils’ learning through learner experiences and teachers’ practice

3. The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE, in progressing pupils’ learning

Inspectors describe the quality of each of these areas using the Inspectorate’s quality continuum
which is shown on the final page of this report. The quality continuum provides examples of the
language used by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the school’s provision in
each area.

The board of management of the school was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the
findings and recommendations of the report, and the response of the board will be found in the
appendix of this report.

CHILD PROTECTION

During the inspection visit, the following checks in relation to the school’s child protection

procedures were conducted:

1. The name of the DLP and the Child Safeguarding Statement are prominently displayed near the
main entrance to the school.

2. The Child Safeguarding Statement has been ratified by the board and includes an annual review
and a risk assessment.

3. All teachers visited reported that they have read the Child Safeguarding Statement and that
they are aware of their responsibilities as mandated persons.

The school met the requirements in relation to each of the checks above.



Curriculum Evaluation

Dates of inspection 08-10-2019 — 09-10-2019

Inspection activities undertaken
e Observation of teaching and learning
e Examination of pupils’ work

e Interaction with pupils

e Feedback to principal and teachers

e Discussion with principal and co-ordinator of
Science

e Review of relevant documents

e Pupil focus-group interview

SCHOOL CONTEXT

Scoil Phoil Naofa is a co-educational primary school located in Limerick city operating under the
patronage of the Catholic Bishop of Limerick. The staff comprises an administrative principal, a
deputy administrative principal, twenty-four mainstream class teachers and eleven special education
teachers (SETs). One of the SETs is shared with another school. The current enrolment is 628.

SUMMARY OF MAIN FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

FINDINGS

e The overall quality of pupils’ learner outcomes in Science is satisfactory; there is scope to
develop pupils’ skills and their ability to record and communicate their learning using
scientific language.

e Pupils’ learner experiences is good overall, and they are provided with opportunities to
engage in a wide range of related co-curricular activities.

e The observed teaching was good, with room to focus further on guided discovery.

e Current assessment practices are of a satisfactory standard.

e The quality of whole-school planning is satisfactory.

e Commendably, the school has identified aspects of Science for further development in the
school self-evaluation (SSE) process.

RECOMMENDATIONS

e Pupils’ experience of Designing and making and the development of their skills in exploring,
planning, making and evaluating should be further developed.

e Pupils’ ability to record and communicate their learning using scientific language should be
improved.

e All teachers should ensure that guided discovery is a key feature of lessons in Science.

e Whole-school planning should be developed to ensure implementation of a broad, balanced
curriculum in Science and agreed whole-school approaches to assessment.

DETAILED FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

1. THE QUALITY OF PUPILS’ LEARNING

Overall, the quality of pupils’ learning in Science is satisfactory. During observed lessons, the
majority of pupils were engaged in their learning and motivated to learn. The learner outcomes from
the lessons ranged from fair to very good. Pupils demonstrated an appropriate understanding of a
range of concepts across the curriculum. In a minority of settings, pupils’ knowledge and skills were
not being developed in accordance with the curriculum specification for their class level.



In the majority of middle and senior classes, pupils demonstrated a good understanding of the
concept of a fair test. Their experience of Designing and making and their skills in exploring, planning
making and evaluating require further development. Furthermore, pupils’ ability to communicate
their learning using scientific language was limited. In copybooks and in classroom displays, pupils’
recording of their learning was satisfactory overall.

2. SUPPORTING PUPILS’ LEARNING: LEARNER EXPERIENCES AND TEACHERS’ PRACTICE

The overall quality of pupils’ learner experiences in Science is good. During lessons, the majority of
pupils were supported in working collaboratively. Pupils in the focus-group discussion reported that
they enjoy conducting experiments and linking their learning in Science to other subjects. Pupils’
engagement in open-ended investigations should be further developed. The school should ensure
that an adequate supply of equipment and materials is available to support learning in each of the
curriculum strands.

Pupils engage regularly in relevant co-curricular learning activities including Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) activities. The school has forged good links with outside
experts. Commendably, Aistear: the Early Childhood Curriculum Framework is used to support pupils’
learning in Science through play. The school has recently engaged in a large-scale building
programme. Commendably, pupils engaged in local field trips during this process. There is scope
now to develop the school environment as a resource for learning in Science, to include the
development and use of trails.

Overall, the teaching of Science was of a good standard. During lessons, the quality of teaching
ranged from fair to very good. Commendably, there was evidence of collaborative planning by
teachers at all class levels. Most teachers had prepared effectively for lessons. Teachers fostered
positive relationships with pupils.

Where practice was of a very high quality, teachers demonstrated a very good understanding of the
scientific concept underpinning the lesson. Focused questioning and guided discovery were used
very successfully to scaffold pupils’ learning. Teachers had prepared high-quality learning activities,
including open-ended investigations.

In a significant minority of lessons, teachers were not using pupils’ ideas as a starting point for the
learning process. All teachers should ensure that guided discovery is a key feature of lessons in
Science. In a small number of settings, the learning objectives for lessons were unclear. Resources,
including in-class support by SETs, were used ineffectively and learning activities were not targeted
appropriately. The school should ensure that existing good practice in Science is shared, with a view
to improving learner outcomes for pupils in all classes.

Individual teachers’ planning for Science varied in quality. Teachers’ progress records indicate a lack
of breadth and balance in provision for the subject. Textbooks should be used more judiciously as
teaching resources.

The overall quality of assessment is satisfactory, with elements of very good practice. The range of
assessment strategies evident during the evaluation included teacher-designed tasks, photographic
evidence and concept mapping. E-portfolios have been introduced to support pupils in reflecting on
their learning in Science. However, practices in relation to assessment are not consistent. A whole-
school approach to assessment should be agreed and implemented.



3. THE EFFECTIVENESS OF SCHOOL PLANNING, INCLUDING SSE, IN PROGRESSING PUPILS’
LEARNING

The overall quality of school planning for Science is satisfactory. While the whole-school plan
provides appropriate guidance to teachers on the content of the Primary School Curriculum for
Science, it requires review. Clearer guidelines should be provided to teachers in relation to the
development of the skills sections of the curriculum at each class level. An environmental audit
should be conducted. The scientific terminology to be learned by pupils at each class level should be
outlined.

Commendably, the school has identified Science as an area for improvement in the SSE process. The
school principal and the co-ordinator of Science demonstrate very good commitment to this process.
Planning for pupils’ skill development has commenced. To build on this good practice, a whole-
school review of teaching and learning in Science should be conducted. Assessment data should be
used to identify and monitor targets.



Appendix

SCHOOL RESPONSE TO THE REPORT

Submitted by the Board of Management



Part A: Observations on the content of the inspection report
(Blank)

Part B: Follow-up actions planned or undertaken since the completion of the inspection activity to
implement the findings and recommendations of the inspection.

Recommendation 1: Action Taken:

We have looked at and studied:
A) Skills progression working scientific document.
B) Design and make skills progression document, before inspection and after inspection.

These will continue to inform us as we refine our Science documents and teaching during the S.S.E.
process. The encouragement and advice from the Inspectorate will strongly inform our work in

further developing and planning pupils’ skill development in this area.

Recommendation 2: Action Taken:

Following the curriculum evaluation we have already begun our work on the revision of the whole-
school plan. There is an increased focus on linking content and learning objectives to skills and
language development within the proposed revision of the school plan. Work has begun on a revised
store of lessons that will form part of our SSE process and the development of scientific language is a
key part of this work. As part of this school plan development we aim to collate a store of class
specific scientific language from the lessons developed by staff.

Recommendation 3: Action Taken:

We have received training in the DPSM/ESERO Framework for Inquiry on a whole-school level. This
framework facilitates guided discovery as its primary function. There is already very good use of this
planning format throughout the school. The current development of lessons for our revised school
plan will use this tool as a central pillar to further refine our teaching and learning outcomes.

Recommendation 4: Action Taken:

For development of lessons and to facilitate skills and language development through the spiral
curriculum, we are planning lessons in groups across class levels. Our aim with this is to help better
inform staff on how the skills and language are developed across the whole school. This takes the
form of groups with teachers from all bands of the schools working together on a particular
curricular strand unit and developing content, learning objectives, skills and language in a whole
school context.

As outlined to the inspection team upon arrival no environmental audit was carried out due to our
recent arrival to our new building and grounds. Developing our new school grounds had been
identified as an area of priority and we have already begun identifying areas of potential
development and organising a staff group to spearhead its development. It is our aim for this staff
group to work with an outside expert in February to develop a draft plan to present to other school
stakeholders for how we can develop our grounds to provide a biodiverse school environment that
supports our pupils’ learning outcomes. Already a builder has begun planning beds for flowers and
seeds. Bird house and bug boxes have been bought for around the play area.

Going forward we would aim to improve and standardise assessment across class levels and all
curricular areas as part of our SSE.



THE INSPECTORATE’S QUALITY CONTINUUM
Inspectors describe the quality of provision in the school using the Inspectorate’s quality continuum
which is shown below. The quality continuum provides examples of the language used by inspectors
when evaluating and describing the quality of the school’s provision of each area.

pupils’ learning. The school needs to build on its
strengths and take action to address the areas identified
as requiring improvement in order to achieve a very good
standard.

Level Description Example of descriptive terms
Very good applies where the quality of the areas | Very good; of a very high quality; very
Very Good | evaluated is of a very high standard. The very few areas | effective practice; highly
for improvement that exist do not significantly impact on | commendable; very successful; few
the overall quality of provision. For some schools in this | areas for improvement; notable; of a
category the quality of what is evaluated is outstanding | very high standard. Excellent;
and provides an example for other schools of | outstanding; exceptionally high
exceptionally high standards of provision. standard, with very significant
strengths; exemplary
Good applies where the strengths in the areas evaluated | Good; good quality; valuable; effective
clearly outweigh the areas in need of improvement. The | practice; competent; useful;
Good areas requiring improvement impact on the quality of | commendable; good standard; some

areas for improvement

Satisfactory

Satisfactory applies where the quality of provision is
adequate. The strengths in what is being evaluated just
outweigh the shortcomings. While the shortcomings do
not have a significant negative impact they constrain the
quality of the learning experiences and should be
addressed in order to achieve a better standard.

Satisfactory; adequate; appropriate
provision although some possibilities
for improvement exist; acceptable
level of quality; improvement needed
in some areas

Fair applies where, although there are some strengths in

Fair; evident weaknesses that are

school action is required to address the areas of concern.
In some cases, the intervention of other agencies may be
required to support improvements.

Fair the areas evaluated, deficiencies or shortcomings that | impacting on pupils’ learning; less than
outweigh those strengths also exist. The school will have | satisfactory; experiencing difficulty;
to address certain deficiencies without delay in order to | must improve in specified areas; action
ensure that provision is satisfactory or better. required to improve
Weak applies where there are serious deficiencies in the | Weak; unsatisfactory; insufficient;
Weak areas evaluated. Immediate and coordinated whole- | ineffective; poor; requiring significant

change, development or improvement;
experiencing significant difficulties;
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