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What is a curriculum evaluation?  

Curriculum evaluations report on the quality of teaching and learning in specific subjects of the 
Primary School Curriculum (1999) and the Primary Language Curriculum (2019). They affirm 
good practice and make recommendations, where appropriate, to aid the further development of 
the subject in the school. 

How to read this report 
During this inspection, the inspectors evaluated learning and teaching in PE under the following 
headings: 

1.    Quality of pupils’ learning outcomes 
2.    Supporting pupils’ learning through learning experiences and teachers’ practice  
3.    The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE, in progressing pupils’ learning 
 

The board of management of the school was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the 
findings and recommendations of the report, and the response of the board will be found in the 
appendix of this report.  

Inspectors describe the quality of each of these areas using the Inspectorate’s quality 
continuum which is shown on the final page of this report. The quality continuum provides 
examples of the language used by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the 
school’s provision in each area.  

Included in this curriculum evaluation report is a student-friendly page that provides information 
for the children/young people in your school about the inspection that occurred recently. It 
outlines for them some of the main findings and recommendations.  

Actions of the school to safeguard children and prevent 

and tackle bullying 
 

During the inspection visit, the following checks in relation to the school’s child protection and 
anti-bullying procedures were conducted: 

Child Protection Anti-bullying 

1. The name of the DLP and the Child 
Safeguarding Statement are prominently 
displayed near the main entrance to the 
school. 

2. The Child Safeguarding Statement has 
been ratified by the board and includes 
an annual review and a risk assessment. 

3. All teachers visited reported that they 
have read the Child Safeguarding 
Statement and that they are aware of 
their responsibilities as mandated 
persons. 

1. The school has developed an anti-
bullying policy that meets the 
requirements of the Anti-Bullying 
Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary 
Schools (2013) or Bí Cineálta (2024) and 
this policy is reviewed annually.  

2. The school’s current anti-bullying policy is 
published on its website and/or is readily 
accessible to board of management 
members, teachers, parents and pupils.  

 

The school met the requirements in relation to each of the checks above.  

 

 
 



Curriculum evaluation 

Date of inspection 03/10/2024 

Inspection activities undertaken 

 Discussion with principal and teachers 

 Review of relevant documents  

 Pupil focus-group interview 

 Observation of teaching and learning  

 Examination of pupils’ work  

 Interaction with pupils  

 Feedback to principal and teachers 

 

School context 
S N Phádraig is a rural, co-educational primary school located in the townland of Ballybryan in 
Fahy, Rhode, County Offaly. The school operates under the patronage of the Catholic Bishop of 
Kildare and Leighlin. At the time of the evaluation, the school had a teaching principal, four 
mainstream class teachers and two special education teachers. There were 120 pupils enrolled. 

 

Summary of main findings and recommendations: 

Findings 

 Pupils’ learning was of a very good quality.   

 The quality of learner experiences was very good. Pupils co-operated well with others 

and had a strong understanding of fair play and team spirit.   

 The quality of teaching was very good with teachers placing explicit emphasis on the 

modelling of appropriately-challenging skills for pupils. 

 Teachers used effective assessment methods. 

 School planning, including school self-evaluation (SSE), was commendable in 

progressing pupils’ learning. 

Recommendations 

 Teachers should adopt a whole-school approach to the assessment of pupils’ 

movement skills to optimise progression in skills development across the curriculum. 

 Targets in school improvement plans should be evidence-based and more specific so 

that their impact on teachers’ practice and learner outcomes can be monitored more 

effectively. 

 

Detailed findings and recommendations 
 

1. The quality of pupils’ learning outcomes 
 
The quality of pupils’ learning was very good. Pupils displayed very high levels of enjoyment 
and achievement through movement. They demonstrated well-developed strength, speed, and 
endurance through engaging in a wide variety of activities. In Athletics, pupils demonstrated 
competence in running, jumping, and throwing. Pupils in the middle and senior classes devised 
their own targets in running, leading to improvements in their individual attainments in speed 
and distance. Pupils showed high levels of motivation in having a sense of ownership of their 
learning with responsibility for improving it. Learning outcomes in Games were highly 
commendable. Pupils’ understanding of the tactics and strategies in a variety of games was 
very successfully developed. Pupils availed of many opportunities to participate in games in 
their community. They demonstrated a strong awareness of games events and players locally 
and nationally. 

In Gymnastics, pupils had an appropriate understanding of travel and weight-bearing as the 
basis of efficient body management and control. While pupils had valuable opportunities to 
explore, create and perform in Dance, there was scope for enhanced continuity and progression 



in learning outcomes in folk and Irish dance. In Aquatics, pupils demonstrated competent 
understanding of water safety and had opportunities to participate in lessons at a swimming 
pool. In Outdoor and adventure activities, pupils had very positive dispositions about engaging 
in a wide range of pursuits including trails, obstacle courses, scavenger hunts and cycling. 
Opportunities existed for greater incremental development in learning outcomes in orienteering. 

 

2. Supporting pupils’ learning outcomes through 

learning experiences and teachers’ practice 
 

The quality of learner experiences was very good. Pupils experienced a suitable balance 
between competitive and non-competitive activity, and between contact and non-contact 
activity. Pupils co-operated well with others and had a strong understanding of fair play and 
team spirit. Pupils were meaningfully involved in the organisation of lessons, and in the setting 
out of equipment. Pupils in senior classes had opportunities to develop their leadership 
capacities by coaching younger pupils in football. Leaders and teachers collaborated with local 
sports partnerships and organisations to an excellent level to broaden pupils’ learning 
experiences and to promote positive attitudes to life-long physical activity.  

During the focus group discussion, pupils reported that teachers’ clear instructions and 
encouragement helped their learning. They had a strong sense of the link between physical 
activity and positive wellbeing. Pupils praised opportunities to beat their own personal records in 
the ‘daily mile’, and to participate in basketball leagues and cycling events. Pupils expressed 
interest in engaging in orienteering and in using technology more during lessons.   

The quality of teaching was very good. Teachers managed the organisation of lessons very well 
and maintained high expectations for pupils' learning. Where practice was exemplary, teachers 
modelled appropriately-challenging skills for all pupils, and consolidated learning purposefully. 
In a few instances, there was need for teachers to further promote pupils’ understanding of 
subject-specific vocabulary to assist them in fully applying their new learning and skills. 
Teachers demonstrated very high levels of commitment to promoting pupils’ physical fitness and 
wellbeing by providing extra-curricular activities. 

Teachers used effective assessment methods. This included teacher observation, responsive 
feedback, teacher-designed tasks, and some criterion-based checklists. Teachers encouraged 
pupils to reflect on their learning and mastery of skills during lessons. Opportunities existed to 
exploit the potential of digital technologies for the modelling of skills and for pupil self- and peer-
assessment of learning. There was scope to enhance teachers’ collective practice in monitoring 
progression in pupils’ fundamental movement skills from one class to the next. Teachers should 
adopt a whole-school approach to the assessment of pupils’ locomotor, stability, and 
manipulative skills across the curriculum.  
 
  



3. The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE, 

in progressing pupils’ learning 
 
School planning, including SSE, was commendable in progressing pupils’ learning. The whole-
school physical education plan provided valuable guidance to teachers in relation to equality of 
access for pupils, and the timing for the delivery of curriculum strands. The next review of the 
plan should place explicit emphasis on the delineation of incremental learning content across 
the strands of the curriculum. This would promote optimum continuity and progression in 
learning. The plan should outline the role of coaches and provide guidance on the use of digital 
technologies to enrich teaching, learning and assessment.  

The school engaged meaningfully in the SSE process. Leaders, in consultation with teachers, 
staff, parents and pupils identified areas of focus to promote pupil wellbeing. Key decisions 
were communicated to all relevant stakeholders. The school was proactive in establishing a 
wellbeing committee; pupils shared examples about how the use of self-regulation tools has 
supported their learning and positive wellbeing. Target-setting in the school improvement plan 
required further development. Targets should be evidence-based and more specific so that their 
impact on teachers’ practice and learner outcomes can be monitored more effectively. 

  



 

For the pupils of S N Phádraig 

about their learning in PE 

Date of inspection: 03/10/2024 

 

 

 

Introduction  

Your school had an inspection of PE recently. This 
page for pupils describes what the inspector(s) found 
and gives ideas about what the school should do to 
make learning better. 

 

 

  

Meeting with pupils  

The inspector(s) visited classrooms and talked to 
teachers and pupils about the work they were doing. 
An inspector also met with a focus group of pupils to 
talk to them about their learning. 

 

 

 

What did the inspector(s) find? 

Here are some of the main things: 

 Pupils’ learning was very good.  

 The learning activities for pupils were very good. 

Pupils worked well with others and understood 

fair play and teamwork. 

 Teaching was very good. Teachers did great 

work showing pupils challenging skills to learn. 

 Teachers used good ways to check how well 

pupils were doing in their learning. 
 

 

  
What the inspector(s) said the school should do to 

make learning better 

 Teachers should work together to check how 

well pupils are doing in their movement skills. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this page. 

A special thank you to pupils who took part in the focus group. 
 

  



The Inspectorate’s Quality Continuum 

Inspectors describe the quality of provision in the school using the Inspectorate’s quality 
continuum which is shown below. The quality continuum provides examples of the language used 
by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the school’s provision of each area. 

Level Description Examples of descriptive terms 

Excellent Provision that is excellent is 
exemplary in meeting the needs of 
learners. This provision provides an 
example for other schools and 
settings of exceptionally high 
standards of provision. 

Excellent; exemplary; outstanding; 
exceptionally high standard; with very 
significant strengths 

Very good Provision that is very good is very 
effective in meeting the needs of 
learners and is of a very high 
standard. There is potential to build 
on existing strengths to achieve an 
excellent standard.  

Very good; of a very high quality; very 
effective practice; highly commendable; 
very successful 

Good Provision that is good is effective in 
meeting the needs of learners. There 
is need to build on existing strengths 
in order to address the aspects to be 
developed and achieve a very good 
standard.  

Good; of good quality; effective 
practice; competent; useful; 
commendable; good standard; 
strengths outweigh the shortcomings; 
appropriate provision although some 
possibilities for improvement exist 

Requires 
improvement 
to achieve a 
good 
standard 

Provision that requires 
improvement to achieve a good 
standard is not sufficiently effective 
in meeting the needs of learners. 
There is need to address certain 
deficiencies without delay in order to 
ensure that provision is good or 
better. 

Fair; less than effective; less than 
sufficient; evident weaknesses that are 
impacting on learning; experiencing 
difficulty; shortcomings outweigh 
strengths; must improve in specified 
areas; action required to improve 

 

Requires 
significant 
improvement 
to achieve a 
good 
standard 

Provision that requires significant 
improvement to achieve a good 
standard is not meeting the needs of 
learners. There is immediate need for 
significant action to address the 
areas of concern.  

Weak; poor; ineffective; insufficient; 
unacceptable; experiencing significant 
difficulties; serious deficiencies in the 
areas evaluated; requiring significant 
change, development and 
improvement to be effective 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 

 

SCHOOL RESPONSE TO THE REPORT 

 

Submitted by the Board of Management 

  



Area 1   Observations on the content of the inspection report      

 

 

 

Area 2   Follow-up actions planned or undertaken since the completion of the inspection 
activity to implement the findings and recommendations of the inspection.           

 

A collaborative whole-school approach has been adopted by all staff members to assess and 
record pupil’s movement skills across all class levels, A.P.E Checklist, developed under the “Move 
Well Move Often” programme and which assesses progression across Locomotor, Stability and 
Manipulative movements, will accompany children from Junior Infants to 6th class and will track 
individual progression yearly in the Fundamental Movement Skills throughout their primary 
schooling. Pupils will be assessed using the Teacher Observation method of assessment and 
their capabilities recorded as “Exploring”, “Developing” or “Mastering”. Teachers’ practice will be 
guided in line with assessment. 
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