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CONTEXT OF SETTING

Naionra Réaltai Geala is a privately owned bilingual naionra located on the premises of Gaelscoil Inis
Chérthaigh in Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford. This naionra, which was established in 2011, has one
learning room and operates a morning session for children under the Early Childhood Care and
Education (ECCE) Programme. The owner/manager, one room leader and two early year
practitioners were present in the naionra during the inspection. All staff attended the feedback session
which followed the evaluation. The setting was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the
findings and actions advised in this report, and the response submitted on behalf of the setting can be
found in the appendix of this report.

AREA 1
QUALITY OF CONTEXT TO SUPPORT CHILDREN’S LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT

e The quality of the context to support the children’s learning and development is excellent.

e Children and families are warmly welcomed. Families are welcome to stay and play with their child
for a short time if they so wish.

e Practitioners show sensitivity, warmth and positive regard for the children and their families. On
the day of the inspection, a child who had been absent was welcomed bilingually by ‘An bhfuil
biseach ort....Are you better’ ?

e Children and practitioners sit and eat together during am Ién, which is seen as a social occasion
where well-being is promoted and rich bilingual interactions are evident. Diversity in development is
recognised and accommodated by providing adequate time for children to eat their snack at their
own pace.

¢ Children display their developing independence by helping practitioners to prepare the tables for am
I6n and by distributing the boscai I6n. An emerging independence regarding the management of
their personal care needs is also evident when, for example, children put on and take off their own
buataisi agus cotai for outside play.

¢ Respect for and recognition of the uniqueness of each child is evident. Through the use of phrases
such as, ‘'Tdg go bog €, a stor’, practitioners guide individual children and encourage them towards
positive behaviour

AREA 2

QUALITY OF PROCESSES TO SUPPORT CHILDREN’'S LEARNING AND
DEVELOPMENT

e The quality of the processes to support the children’s learning and development is good.

e Planning for curriculum implementation is organised on medium-term and short-term bases and
supports the provision of a thematic learning experience for children.

¢ Information about children, in particular their individual interests, peer interactions and early
developmental skills, is regularly documented by practitioners.

e Children are regularly provided with appropriate formative feedback through the medium of Irish to
extend their learning and development. For example, one practitioner asked, 'An bhfuil sibh ag
deanamh cisti...b’fhéidir gur mhaith libh plata do na cisti?’

e Indoor environments and resources are used effectively to stimulate, support, consolidate and
extend children’s learning. A variety of bilingual literacy and mathematical resources such as Irish
language jigsaws and books are easily accessible. Daily opportunities are provided for a variety of
types of play including water play, sand play, sensory play, construction, socio-dramatic play and
mark making.

e Children have regular access to outdoor learning environments where they can run and play with
their peers. Children also avail of waterplay, sandplay and painting in the outdoor area, weather
permitting.



e Practitioners know the children well and encourage a balance between speaking and listening
during interactions. For example, during am Ion, when a practioner said ‘Ta ull agamsa,’” a child
responded by saying, ‘I've uisce'.

e Children enjoy lrish language rhymes and songs such as ‘Lamh, lamh eile, ‘Ta ocras orm sa
naionra,” and ‘Nigh mo lamha’ as part of the routines.

Actions advised

e The development of an emergent, enquiry-based curriculum based on Aistear is advised.

e A more collaborative approach to the observation of children’s varying interests, skills, and learning
experiences, is advised.

e In order to foster a connected, holistic learning experience in partnership with parents, it is advised
that the learning environments as well as displays of children’s achievements, both in the setting
and in learning journals, be linked to Aistear aims and learning goals.

AREA 3
QUALITY OF CHILDREN’S LEARNING EXPERIENCES AND ACHIEVEMENTS

e The quality of the children’s learning experiences and achievements is very good.

e Children demonstrate an awareness of their changing and growing abilities. For example, a small
number of children were eager to demonstrate their developing abilities as dual language learners
and entusiasticly shared their learning saying, ‘Nathar is a snake in Irish,’ ‘Leon is a lion in Irish’,
and, ‘I just have to tell you, | know book in Irish.. leabhar’.

e Children demonstrate a growing capacity to make healthy choices about exercise and personal
routines and many chose to have a deoch uisce when they returned from the outdoor learning
environment.

e Photograpic displays support children in developing a positive understanding of their own
uniqueness and their sense of belonging as members of families. A wall display, ‘Mo chlann agus
mo phobal’, celebrates children’s growing awareness of their identity as members of families, groups
and communities. It includes pictures of local places of interest alongside photographs of children’s
families, practitioners’ families and their pets.

e Non-verbal communication strategies such as making eye contact and listening were evident
during am rolla when children were supported in taking part in bilingual routines for example, ‘Nil
____anseo inniu.....maybe he’s sa leaba’.

e Children demonstrate an awareness and emergent understanding of the meaning and uses of
pictures and print. They were observed to explore books for fun in a small group setting with a
practitioner.

e Children display self-confidence and a growing understanding of the meaning of mathematical
language. On the day of the inspection, a group of children building a track for trucks were heard to
collaboratively problem solve and use mathematical language such as ‘That won't fit, get a bigger

one’, ‘It needs to be longer’, and ‘Only one block is left’.

Actions advised
e Practitioners are advised to provide more opportunites during the day, including at times of
transition, for incidental learning through song, rhyme, music and storytelling.

AREA 4
QUALITY OF MANAGEMENT AND LEADERSHIP FOR LEARNING

¢ The quality of management and leadership for learning is very good.

e The naionra has sourced advisory support under the Access and Inclusion Model (AIM).

e A key worker system is in place and there is clarity around the roles and responsibilities of
practitioners with regard to educational activities.



A portable noticeboard is placed daily at the main entrance to the naionra; it displays current
information for parents regarding naionra procedures and activities.

Procedures are in place for the continuous professional development of all staff in the service. For
example, at the time of the inspection one practitioner was enrolled on the Leadership for Inclusion
(LINC) programme.

Information regarding naionra learning activitities and achievements is shared with parents through
regular newsletters and also through a social media site.

Almost all children transfer to the local, onsite Gaelscoil and information is shared between the
naionra and and the Gaelscoil to ensure continuity of experiences and progression in children’s
learning.

Action advised

In order to foster a connected, holistic learning experience in partnership with parents, it is advised
that the Aistear curriculum be proactively shared with parents and that more opportunites be
provided to parents/members of the community to formally visit and share their roles in the
community with the children.

CAPACITY TO IMPLEMENT THE ACTIONS ADVISED ABOVE

The capacity of the service to implement the actions advised above is very good.



Summary of Overall Inspection Findings

Area Quality Level
Quality of context to support children’s learning and development Excellent
Quality of processes to support children’s learning and Good
development
Quality of children’s learning experiences and achievements Very Good
Quality of management and leadership for learning Very Good

Lanquage used in Early-Years Education-focused Inspection reports

Excellent Provision that is excellent is exemplary in meeting the needs of
children.
Very good Provision that is very good is highly effective in meeting the needs
of children.
Good Provision that is good is effective in meeting the needs of children
but with some aspects to be developed.
Fair Provision that is fair requires practice to be improved to meet the
needs of children.
Poor Provision that is poor is inadequate and requires significant

improvement to meet the needs of children.
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APPENDIX

SETTING RESPONSE TO THE REPORT

SUBMITTED ON BEHALF OF THE SETTING

Area 1 Observations on the content of the inspection report.

The management and staff of najonra Réalta Geala welcome the positive and constructive feedback
from the Department Inspection Team. We found the inspection to be a very pleasant and engaging
experience and are already working on the implementation of the actions advised. We will continue to
provide a quality learning experience for the children in our care and endeavour to continuously bulid
on this.

Area 2 Follow-up actions planned or undertaken since the completion of the inspection
activity to implement the findings and recommendations of the inspection.

Area2: We are already working towards the promotion and expansion of an enquiry based curriculum
based on Aistear. A more colloaborative approach to observations of childen and following their
interests will take place. All staff members will have an input into overall observations while continuing
to operare a key worker system. In fostering a holistic learning experience for children, greater
emphasis will be placed on parental involvement and the learning environment will increase the
displays of children’s achievements both in the setting and in the Children’s Learning Journals which
will be linked to the aims and learning goals of Aistear. A group Learning Journal will be maintained in
the room which the children can refer to whenever thet choose.

Area 3: Staff/Practitioners are providing more opportunities for learning through rhymes, songs, music
with particular emphasis at times of Transition.

Area4: Greater emphasis will be placed on promoting partnership with parents in fostering a holistic
learning experience for childen. More opportunities will be provided for parents and members of the
community to visit the setting and share their own experiences and knowledge with the children.
Hobbies and interests of parents/carers will be taken into consideration and they will be invited to
share these in the setting on a formal basis. The Aistear curriculum will be proactively shared with
parents’ especialy at the Parents’meeting before start of school term. An updated and more
comprehensive Parents’ Handbook wil be available for the start of the new school year.



