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WHAT IS A FOLLOW-THROUGH INSPECTION? 
Follow-through inspections evaluate the progress a school has made on implementing main 

recommendations made in an earlier inspection rather than the overall educational provision that the 

school makes. Inspectors also advise the school on strategies and actions to enable them to fully 

address recommendations.  

HOW TO READ THIS REPORT 

During this inspection, the inspector evaluated the progress the school has made in implementing 

recommendations made in an earlier inspection under the following headings:  

1. Progress achieved to date  
2. Findings 
3. Recommendations  

 
Inspectors describe the quality of the progress made in each of these areas using the Inspectorate’s 

follow-through quality continuum which is shown on the final page of this report. The follow-through 

quality continuum explains the terms used by inspectors when evaluating the school’s progress in 

implementing recommendations. 

The board of management was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the findings and 

recommendations of the report; a response was not received from the board.  

  



 ORIGINAL INSPECTION DETAILS  

Type: Whole-School Evaluation 

Date of Inspection: 01-10-2015 

Report Published? Yes 

FOLLOW-THROUGH INSPECTION DETAILS  

Date of Inspection: 01-12-2017  

 

Follow-through inspection activities 

The following activities took place in the course of the follow-through inspection  

 Meeting with principal and senior management team  

 Interview with members of in-school management team  

 Interview with relevant teachers 

 Review of school documentation and records and pupils' work  

 Observation of teaching and learning  

 Interaction with pupils  

Recommendation in original inspection 

report 
Progress achieved to date on implementation of recommendation 

The in-school management team should 

strengthen curriculum leadership through 

more explicit monitoring of the teaching of 

curriculum areas and pupils’ learning 

outcomes: this will support individual 

members of the team, working with the 

different classes and settings of the school, to 

lead and monitor the implementation of 

whole-school and class specific actions. 

Good progress  

To support individual members of the in-school management team in 
leading the implementation of actions in respect of the development 
of curricular areas, good strategies have been implemented by the 
school including a reporting to the board of management and to staff. 
Discussion with the members of the in-school management team 
during this inspection indicated that all had a good understanding of 
their areas of responsibility, were committed to leading learning and 
that the wider staff has been very responsive to their work. A 
substantial amount of curricular leadership activity focuses still on 
worthwhile parallel activities and projects in the different subject 
areas. Good progress has been made overall; going forward, further 
empowering of all individual members’ distributed leadership is 
advocated. Members should be further enabled to lead groups of 
individual teachers in innovating, researching and sharing pedagogy 
for day-to-day lessons, including supporting teachers in implementing 
certain approaches, in their assigned areas of curricular responsibility. 

A common approach to classroom planning, 

building upon the existing very good practices 

identified, should be adopted to support a 

whole-school approach to curriculum 

implementation 

Good progress 

The school has adopted a more common approach to planning across 
the school to effectively support progression in pupils’ learning. A 
good amount of short-term planning is based on a shared format and 
incorporates a very clear articulation of learner outcomes and specific 
areas requiring differentiation across curriculum areas. Some 
variation in planning overall remains largely due to use of a 
commercially available product where levels of detail are limited by 
its design. 

  



Ní mór scileanna teanga na ndaltaí a 

fheabhsú sa Ghaeilge trí thógáil ar na 

deachleachtais atá aitheanta sa teagasc agus 

sa phleanáil. The pupils’ Irish language skills 

should be improved by building on the very 

good practices identified in teaching and 

planning. 

Dul chun cinn maith/Good progress 

Léiríodh le linn na cigireachta leantaí go bhfuil iarrachtaí torthúla 
deánta ag an scoil maidir le muinín agus cumas na ndaltaí i scileanna 
éagsúla sa Ghaeilge a fhorbairt. Tá béim shuntasach curtha ar 
amhráin, rainn agus dánta a mhúineadh, agus gníomhaíochtaí teanga 
a chleachtadh go cuimsitheach le húsáid bainte as acmhainní súla 
dea-roghnaithe. Cruthaítear tréimshe reámhchumarsáide níos cinnte 
sna ceachtanna ó bhéal. Bhí struchtúr i bhfad níos seasmhaí agus 
torthúla ar na ceachtanna a breathnaíodh agus tá leibhéal i bhfad níos 
airde le sonrú i nGaeilge labhartha na ndaltaí ná mar ar sonraíodh ag 
am na meastóireachta scoile uile. B’fhiú anois, tuilleadh deiseanna sa 
scríbhneoireacht chruthaitheach a sholáthar agus monatóireacht níos 
mó a dhéanamh ar ghnóthachtáil na ndaltaí inti. 
During the follow-through inspection, it was indicated that the school 
has engaged in fruitful activities to develop pupils’ confidence and 
ability in different Irish-language skills. A noteworthy emphasis is 
placed on the teaching of song, rhymes and poems and 
comprehensive practice of language activities with the support of 
well-chosen visual resources. A more certain pre-communicative 
phase is established in oral language lessons. Lessons observed had a 
more stable, constant and fruitful structure and a much higher level 
of ability was evident in pupils’ spoken Irish than was found at the 
time of the whole-school evaluation. More opportunities to engage in 
creative writing in Irish should now be provided and more monitoring 
should take place of pupils’ achievement in it. 

Further provision for differentiation in 

lessons should be made through identifying 

learning outcomes and teaching strategies 

for the range of abilities in classes, drawing 

upon a more acute analysis of assessment 

data. 

 

Good progress 

Teachers visited have been successful in implementing practical 

differentiated approaches in classes. Small-group learning activities, 

differentiated by ability and referenced to assessment, are occurring 

more frequently. The use of levelled reading books is being 

implemented. During discussion, teachers demonstrated a clear 

familiarity with strategies to best support differentiation and inclusive 

practices in their classrooms. In supporting differentiation in the 

delivery of the curriculum, more classroom planning could focus with 

more detail on differentiating learning outcomes. 

Summary of findings 

Overall, good progress has been made by the school in respect of each of the recommendations in the original report. 

The hard work of the members of the school leadership, in-school management team and the teachers is commended. 

Recommendations 

 Acknowledging all work done to date in respect of the review of curriculum leadership duties, further 

empowering of distributed leadership among all individual members of the in-school management team is 

advocated for the benefit of the school going forward. 
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THE QUALITY CONTINUUM FOR FOLLOW-THROUGH INSPECTIONS  

Very good progress indicates that appropriate action has been taken to address the 
recommendation, and that the action has fully achieved or will achieve the required outcome. 

Good progress indicates that appropriate action has been taken to address the recommendation, 
and that substantial improvement has occurred, although further progress is necessary. 

Partial progress indicates that some appropriate action has been taken to address the 
recommendation, and some improvement has occurred, but considerable further progress is 
necessary. 

No progress indicates that no action has been taken, and that the original recommendation 
remains to be addressed. 

 

 


