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Follow-through inspection activities

The following activities took place in the course of the follow-through inspection

e Meeting with principal
e [Interview with relevant teachers

e Review of school documentation and records and pupils' work

e Review of resources and facilities
e Observation of teaching and learning
e Interaction with pupils

Recommendation in original inspection
report

Progress achieved to date on implementation of recommendation

The board of management should familiarise
itself with the rules and guidelines governing
boards of management. This should include
the immediate implementation of
appropriate child protection procedures.

Partial progress

There is some evidence that the board of management is engaged in
informing itself about school governance. School authorities provided
confirmation that the school is compliant with the requirements of
the Child Protection Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary
Schools. School finances and accounts are certified. However, board
meetings are infrequent. There is an absence of a school vision and
contextualised school plan that could be developed and promoted
through the school self-evaluation (SSE) process. Overall, the board
needs to familiarise itself further with its role and responsibilities.

Teachers should implement a more effective
system of providing support to pupils with
additional learning needs to include in-class
support, systematic recording of pupil
progress and differentiated material for
learners in literacy and Mathematics.

Very good progress

Learning targets are established for pupils with additional learning
needs. Progress is evaluated regularly and progress in relation to the
targets set for individual pupils is recorded systematically. In-class
support is provided across the school and particular emphasis is
placed on early intervention. Team teaching and in-class support has
had a positive impact on pupils’ learning. Extensive assessment in
different curriculum areas conducted by most teachers in mainstream
classes is very commendable; good use is made of this data for
differentiation.




A whole-school approach to the development
of creative and functional writing, in both
Irish and English, should be implemented,
with less dependence on lower-order
textbook activities.

Partial progress

Some highly effective individual practices with regard to writing were
observed, especially in the junior classes. Attention is given to the
various genres in most classes. While many pupils could speak
satisfactorily about a range of topics in Irish, this is not reflected in
their range of writing activities. A whole-school approach to the
development of pupils’ oral language and creative and functional
writing skills in both languages is required together with less
dependency on textbook activities.

Teachers should ensure pupils’ handwriting
skills are developed and monitored across the
school to incorporate effective pencil grip,
letter formation and development of a
cursive style of writing.

Partial progress

The quality of pupils’ written work is satisfactory. Some very good
work is evident in many classrooms with attention to writing skills and
content. However, further work remains to be done in the senior
cycle of the school. A whole-school policy and approach on
handwriting and presentation of work is needed.

In Mathematics, teachers should place a
greater emphasis on mental mathematics
and problem-solving.

Good progress

Overall, learning outcomes in Mathematics are good. Learning
outcomes were best in classes where there was short-term planning
and preparation for mental mathematics, activity-based problem
solving and recording of pupils’ work. The development and inclusion
of SSE targets in numeracy in a whole-school improvement approach
to Mathematics would further enhance pupil outcomes.

Summary of findings

Of the five recommendations in the original report, very good progress has been made in one, good progress has
been achieved in one and partial progress has been effected in three.

Very good progress has been made in the development and implementation of SEN practice in the school. Good
progress has been made with the delivery of the mathematics curriculum.

Partial progress has been made in the management of the school. Partial progress has been made in ensuring that
the quality and content of writing is at the required standard in both languages.

Recommendations

e The board should familiarise itself with the Governance Manual for Primary Schools (2015-2019) and should

hold a minimum of one meeting per school term and not less than five meetings in any school year.

e School policies should be developed collaboratively and ratified in an incremental and systematic manner by
the board. To this end, the assistance of the support services should be sought in order to advance the school

improvement agenda.

e A whole-school policy on handwriting and presentation of work should be developed and implemented
without delay; discrete language across all curricular areas should be utilised throughout the school in order
to develop creative writing opportunities.

e A more focused lesson preparation and planning routine should be introduced throughout the school and
there should be clarity regarding planning for curriculum objectives, expected learning outcomes, assessment

and differentiated approaches.




The board of management was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the findings and
recommendations of the report; a response was not received from the board.

Published November 2017 / Foilsithe Samhain 2017



