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SUBJECT INSPECTION 
Subject Inspections report on the quality of work in individual curriculum areas within a school. They 

affirm good practice and make recommendations, where appropriate, to aid the further 

development of the subject in the school. 

HOW TO READ THIS REPORT 

During this inspection, the inspector evaluated learning and teaching in Metalwork and Engineering 

under the following headings: 

1. Teaching, learning and assessment 
2. Subject provision and whole-school support 
3. Planning and preparation 

 
Inspectors describe the quality of each of these areas using the Inspectorate’s quality continuum 

which is shown on the final page of this report. The quality continuum provides examples of the 

language used by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the school’s provision in 

each area. 

The board of management was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the findings and 

recommendations of the report; a response was not received from the board.  

CHILD PROTECTION 

 
During the inspection visit, the following checks in relation to the school’s child protection 
procedures were conducted: 
1.  The name of the DLP and the Child Safeguarding Statement are prominently displayed near the 

main entrance to the school. 
2.  The Child Safeguarding Statement has been ratified by the board and includes an annual review 

and a risk assessment. 
3.  All teachers visited reported that they have read the Child Safeguarding Statement and that 

they are aware of their responsibilities as mandated persons.  
 
The school met the requirements in relation to each of the checks above.  

  



SUBJECT INSPECTION 
 

INSPECTION ACTIVITIES  

Dates of inspection 20-21 January 2020 

Inspection activities undertaken 

 Review of relevant documents  

 Discussion with principal and key staff 

 Interaction with students 

 Observation of teaching and learning during six 
lessons 

 Examination of students’ work  

 Feedback to principal and relevant staff   

 

School context 
Moyle Park College is a voluntary secondary school operating under the patronage of the Marist 
Brothers with a current enrolment of 740 boys. The school offers the Junior Certificate, Junior Cycle 
Student Award programme, Junior Certificate School Programme, an optional Transition Year (TY), 
Leaving Certificate, Leaving Certificate Applied programme and the Leaving Certificate Vocational 
Programme. 
 

SUMMARY OF MAIN FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
Findings 

 The quality of teaching and learning was very good in the lessons observed, with exemplary 
practice noted frequently.  

 High quality assessment for learning strategies were used in all lessons; however, there is 
scope to provide students with developmental written feedback. 

 Student-centred learning activities that challenged and supported students were co-
ordinated very effectively. 

 Teachers set high expectations for student achievement and mutually respectful 
relationships were evident in all of the lessons observed. 

 The quality of provision and whole-school support for Metalwork and Engineering is very 
good. 

 Individual planning and preparation for the lessons observed was of high quality.  

 

Recommendations 

 Teachers should develop a consistent approach to formatively assessing students’ written 
and project work.    

  



DETAILED FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

1. TEACHING, LEARNING, AND ASSESSMENT 

 
 High quality teaching, learning and assessment was observed during six lessons 

encompassing both junior and senior cycle classes. 

 Teacher-student rapport was very positive.  High expectations for student learning was 
established early in lessons by the teacher and revisited during one-to-one interactions with 
individual students. Classroom management and organisation of activities was excellent with 
students focused on learning tasks providing for high levels of motivation during the lessons 
observed.  

 Learning intentions and success criteria were used and shared appropriately with students. 
The intentions were revisited at key times as the lessons progressed, this provided students 
with a clear focus for the lesson and established learner expectations.    

 A variety of active learning strategies were employed to ensure that students’ knowledge 
and skills developed and extended. Many very good examples were noted during lessons, 
including; pair work, group work, peer teaching, project based learning and independent 
project work. Co-operative learning experiences catered for rich discussions and were 
conducted with high levels of student engagement.           

 High quality skills development was noted in all lessons. In some instances the teacher 
demonstrated new learning to the class group, following this students were given time to 
practice and model their learning independently or in pairs depending on the skill set. In all 
instances both the theoretical and practical elements of the topics were presented in an 
integrated manner, this highly effective practice provides a balanced understanding of the 
topics.        

 Exemplars of students’ work are displayed on shelving in the specialist room and were of a 
very high quality. This facilitates the establishment of high standards by enabling students to 
view and critique the work of their peers. The level of uptake at higher level and student 
attainment in certificate examinations are very good. 

 Very good use was made of past practical examination components during a third year 
lesson. Project assemblies were distributed to each group accompanied with a question 
sheet relating to engine technology.  The assembly provided students with the fundamental 
movements and basic mechanisms of an engine in physical form. Students orientated the 
assembly into various positions when answering the questions. This flexible development of 
student understanding, exchanging between concrete and abstract thinking is commendable 
practice.    

 Questioning was utilised effectively to ascertain students’ prior knowledge and 
understanding of topics. Questions were appropriately pitched and in some cases required 
students to analyse and evaluate their responses.   

 Students were required to reflect on and review their learning during lessons. This is 
supported through reflection and planning sheets and project prototyping with 
documentation kept in students’ folders. To enable deeper ongoing student reflection, 
students should commence assembly earlier during project work. This will provide more 
meaningful opportunities for students to act on their reflection. 

 Homework was assigned during all observed lessons with good records in student journals. 
Good quality written work and sketching was evident in copybooks. The subject department 



should teachers provide students with constructive developmental written comments on 
their work to affirm their strengths and provide specific advice on how they could improve. 

 Digital technologies were used effectively during lessons. Audio-visual materials containing 
high-quality visuals explained and developed new and existing concepts, the pausing and 
assessment checks during the presentations promoted deep engagement and very good 
lesson pace.  

 

2. SUBJECT PROVISION AND WHOLE SCHOOL SUPPORT 
 

 The quality of provision and whole-school support for Metalwork and Engineering is very 
good. 

 Timetabling for the subject is very good with an even distribution of classes across the week 
and a suitable combination of single and double lessons. 

 Prospective first-year students choose option subjects before entry, the school provides very 
good supports to enable option subject selection.  A taster day is provided for sixth-class 
pupils and during open night subject specific presentations are scheduled for parents and 
guardians.  

 In advance of entry to senior cycle, students are provided with an open subject choice and 
rank their preferences. As in line with good practice option bands are then created with 
students choosing subjects within these bands. 

 The specialist room is an orderly and clean environment.  Safety signage is prominently 
displayed on machine tools, with personal protective equipment easily accessible. The 
subject department conducts annual risks-and-hazards check assessment, most recently 
identifying fume extraction as a priority. It is recommended that the subject department use 
the interactive risk assessments for post-primary schools as provided by the Health and 
Safety Authority and update accordingly for specialist equipment.    

 Management supports teachers’ continuing professional development through the 
facilitation and attendance at Junior Cycle for Teachers events and other professional 
development courses.   

3. PLANNING AND PREPARATION 
 

 Individual planning and preparation for the lessons observed was of high quality. Equipment 
was setup and prepared in advance of students entering the room, enabling smooth 
transition of student activity between processes during lessons. 

 Comprehensive schemes are in place outlining specific learning content, project work and 
assessments for each year group. Junior cycle Engineering planning is in development, the 
current arrangement of modules for first-year and a section for teacher reflection is 
commendable.  

 Regular subject planning meetings are scheduled by management. The single teacher 
department meets with other subject departments in the school, this is good practice. To 
date, subject meetings have primarily focused on matters of an organisational nature. It is 
recommended that meetings should include discussions on teaching, learning and 
assessment, with an aim to further develop and sharing good practice. Records of these 
meetings should be shared with school management. 

 The subject department analyses student performance in the certificate examinations 
annually. This high quality detailed analysis focuses on individual student performance and 
collective class group attainment.     



 

The draft findings and recommendations arising out of this evaluation were discussed with the 

principal, deputy principals and subject teacher at the conclusion of the evaluation.  
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THE INSPECTORATE’S QUALITY CONTINUUM 

 

Inspectors describe the quality of provision in the school using the Inspectorate’s quality continuum 

which is shown below. The quality continuum provides examples of the language used by inspectors 

when evaluating and describing the quality of the school’s provision of each area. 

Level Description Example of descriptive terms 

 
Very Good  

Very good applies where the quality of the areas 
evaluated is of a very high standard. The very few areas 
for improvement that exist do not significantly impact on 
the overall quality of provision. For some schools in this 
category the quality of what is evaluated is outstanding 
and provides an example for other schools of 
exceptionally high standards of provision. 

Very good; of a very high quality; very 
effective practice; highly 
commendable; very successful; few 
areas for improvement; notable; of a 
very high standard. Excellent; 
outstanding; exceptionally high 
standard, with very significant 
strengths; exemplary 

 
 
Good 

Good applies where the strengths in the areas evaluated 
clearly outweigh the areas in need of improvement. The 
areas requiring improvement impact on the quality of 
pupils’ learning. The school needs to build on its 
strengths and take action to address the areas identified 
as requiring improvement in order to achieve a very good 
standard.  

Good; good quality; valuable; effective 
practice; competent; useful; 
commendable; good standard; some 
areas for improvement 

 
Satisfactory 

Satisfactory applies where the quality of provision is 
adequate. The strengths in what is being evaluated just 
outweigh the shortcomings. While the shortcomings do 
not have a significant negative impact they constrain the 
quality of the learning experiences and should be 
addressed in order to achieve a better standard. 

Satisfactory; adequate; appropriate 
provision although some possibilities 
for improvement exist; acceptable 
level of quality; improvement needed 
in some areas 

 
Fair 

Fair applies where, although there are some strengths in 
the areas evaluated, deficiencies or shortcomings that 
outweigh those strengths also exist. The school will have 
to address certain deficiencies without delay in order to 
ensure that provision is satisfactory or better. 

Fair; evident weaknesses that are 
impacting on pupils’ learning; less than 
satisfactory; experiencing difficulty; 
must improve in specified areas; action 
required to improve 

 
Weak 

Weak applies where there are serious deficiencies in the 
areas evaluated. Immediate and coordinated whole-
school action is required to address the areas of concern. 
In some cases, the intervention of other agencies may be 
required to support improvements. 

Weak; unsatisfactory; insufficient; 
ineffective; poor; requiring significant 
change, development or improvement; 
experiencing significant difficulties;  


