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Tá an tuairisc seo scríofa i nGaeilge. Tá aistriúchán Béarla den tuairisc ar fáil ag deireadh na 

tuairisce. 

This report is written in Irish. An English translation of the report is provided at the end of the 

report 

Cad is meastóireacht curaclaim ann? 
Déanann Meastóireachtaí Curaclaim tuairisciú ar cháilíocht an teagaisc agus na foghlama in 
ábhair faoi leith i gCuraclam na Bunscoile (1999) agus Curaclam Teanga na Bunscoile (2019). 
Dearbhaíonn siad dea-chleachtas agus déanann siad moltaí, nuair is cuí, d’fhonn cuidiú forbairt 
bhreise a dhéanamh ar an ábhar sa scoil. 

Conas an tuairisc seo a léamh 
Le linn na cigireachta seo, rinne na cigirí meastóireacht ar fhoghlaim agus ar theagasc i 
nGaeilge faoi na ceannteidil seo a leanas: 

1. Cáilíocht fhoghlaim na ndaltaí 
2. Ag tacú le foghlaim na ndaltaí trí eispéiris foghlama agus trí chleachtas na múinteoirí  
3. Éifeachtacht phleanáil scoile, lena n-áirítear FMS, ag cur foghlaim na ndaltaí chun cinn  
 

Tugann na cigirí cur síos ar an gcáilíocht a bhaineann le gach ceann de na réimsí sin agus iad 
ag baint úsáid as contanam cáilíochta na Cigireachta a thaispeántar ar leathanach deiridh na 
tuairisce seo. Soláthraíonn an contanam cáilíochta samplaí den teanga a úsáideann cigirí agus 
iad ag déanamh meastóireacht agus ag cur síos ar cháilíocht sholáthar na scoile i ngach 
réimse. 

Tugadh deis do bhord bainistíochta na scoile ar a thuairim a léiriú  ar thorthaí agus ar mholtaí na 
tuairisce i scríbhinn, agus beidh freagra an bhoird ar fáil san aguisín atá leis an tuairisc seo.  

Gníomhaíochtaí na scoile chun leanaí a chumhdach agus 

chun bulaíocht a chosc agus dul i ngleic léi 
 
 

Le linn chuairt na cigireachta, rinneadh na seiceálacha seo a leanas maidir le nósanna 
imeachta um chosaint leanaí agus gnásanna frithbhulaíochta: 

Cosaint Leanaí Frithbhulaíocht 

1. Tá ainm an duine idirchaidrimh ainmnithe 
(DIA) agus an Ráiteas um Chumhdach 
Leanaí ar taispeáint go feiceálach gar do 
phríomhdhoras na scoile. 

2. Tá an Ráiteas um Chumhdach Leanaí 
faofa ag an mbord agus tá athbhreithniú 
bliantúil agus measúnú riosca mar chuid 
den ráiteas. 

3. Thuairiscigh gach múinteoir ar tugadh 
cuairt orthu go bhfuil an Ráiteas um 
Chumhdach Leanaí léite acu agus go 
dtuigeann said a bhfreagrachtaí mar  
dhaoine atá faoi shainordú. 

1. Tá polasaí frithbhulaíochta forbartha ag 
an scoil a shásaíonn na Gnásanna 
Frithbhulaíochta Bunscoile agus 
Iarbhunscoile (2013), agus 
athbhreithnítear an polasaí seo go 
bliantúil.  

2. Tá taifead i miontuairiscí an bhoird 
bainistíochta go gcuireann an príomhoide 
tuairisc ar fáil don bhord ar a laghad uair 
sa téarma ar líon iomlán na gcásanna 
bulaíochta a tuairiscíodh (tríd an 
teimpléad taifeadta bulaíochta atá ar fáil 
sna Gnásanna) ó cuireadh an tuairisc 
roimhe sin ar fáil don bhord. 

3. Tá polasaí frithbhulaíochta na scoile 
foilsithe ar a láithreán gréasáin agus/nó 
tá fáil go héasca air do bhaill an bhoird 
bainistíochta, do mhúinteoirí, do 
thuismitheoirí agus do dhaltaí/scoláirí. 

 
Chomhlíon an scoil na riachtanais maidir le gach ceann de na seiceálacha thuas.  

  



Meastóireacht Curaclaim 

 

Dáta na cigireachta  01-03-2023 

Na gníomhaíochtaí cigireachta ar tugadh 
fúthu 

 Plé leis an bpríomhoide agus leis na 

múinteoirí 

 Athbhreithniú ar cháipéisí ábhartha  

 Agallamh le fócasghrúpa daltaí 

 Breathnóireacht ar theagasc agus ar 
fhoghlaim  

 Scrúdú ar obair na ndaltaí  

 Caidreamh le daltaí  

 Aiseolas don phríomhoide agus do na 
múinteoirí 

 

Comhthéacs na scoile 

Is bunscoil chomhoideachais í Gaelscoil Aogáin atá faoi phátrúnacht Easpag Caitliceach 
Chiarraí. Tá sí lonnaithe i mbaile Oileáin Chiarraí. Bhí 189 dalta cláraithe ar rollaí na scoile ag 
am na meastóireachta. Bhí seachtar múinteoir ranga, beirt mhúinteoirí oideachais speisialta a 
bhí lonnaithe sa scoil chomh maith le ceann amháin a bhí lonnaithe i scoil eile. Cé gur 
príomhoide riaracháin a bhí sa scoil, chinn an príomhoide rang a mhúineadh.  

Achoimre ar na príomhchinntí agus moltaí 

Cinntí 

 Bhí cáilíocht fhoghlaim na ndaltaí go maith. 

 Bhí cáilíocht eispéiris na bhfoghlaimeoirí ar chaighdeán maith le scóip chun forbartha i 

ngnéithe ar leith. 

 Bhí cáilíocht an teagaisc go maith ar an iomlán le cleachtais áirithe a bhí ar chaighdeán 

an-mhaith.  

 Bhí cáilíocht an mheasúnaithe go sásúil ar an iomlán.  

 Bhí cáilíocht na pleanála scoile agus na féinmheastóireachta scoile sásúil. 

Moltaí 

 Ba chóir don bhord bainistíochta, an príomhoide agus an fhoireann scoile obair le chéile 

chun an luath-thumoideachas a chur i bhfeidhm sa scoil; thabharfadh sé tosach níos 

fearr do na daltaí i sealbhú na Gaeilge agus threiseodh sé scileanna labhartha na 

ndaltaí sna bunranganna.  

 Ní mór don phríomhoide agus don fhoireann ceannasaíochta athbhreithniú a dhéanamh 

ar an bplean scoile don Ghaeilge chun cur chuige scoile uile a neartú.   

 Ba chóir go gcuirfeadh na múinteoirí béim níos mó ar an bhfoghlaim shúgradh-bunaithe 

agus ar an bhfoghlaim ghníomhach i ngach rang d’fhonn scileanna sóisialta agus 

cumarsáide na ndaltaí agus a n-inspreagadh chun foghlama a bhreisiú.   



Mionchinntí agus moltaí 

1. Cáilíocht fhoghlaim na ndaltaí 

Bhí caighdeán fhoghlaim na ndaltaí go maith. Léirigh na daltaí spéis sa Ghaeilge agus ar an 
iomlán bhí muinín acu as a gcumas sa teanga. Don chuid ba mhó, bhí raon leathan rannta agus 
dánta acu agus sna hardranganna, bhí said compordach in úsáid na Gaeilge chun cur síos a 
dhéanamh ar a gcuid foghlama. I suíomhanna áirithe, bhí said sásta dul sa tseans ina gcumarsáid 
agus thuig said an luach a bhain le botúin a dhéanamh. Sna ranganna sóisearacha, thuig agus 
d’úsáid na daltaí focail choitianta agus frásaí bunúsacha agus lean said treoracha an mhúinteora. 
Ba chóir do bhainistíocht na scoile anois, an luath-thumoideachas a chur i bhfeidhm sa scoil chun 
tosach níos fearr a thabhairt do na daltaí i sealbhú na Gaeilge agus chun scileanna labhartha na 
ndaltaí sna bunranganna a threisiú. Thacódh sé seo le tabhairt faoi scileanna 
réamhléitheoireachta trí mheán na Gaeilge. Sna ceachtanna a breathnaíodh, bhí na daltaí in ann 
léamh le brí is le tuiscint. Sna bunranganna, bhí feasacht mhaith fóineolaíochta  acu agus bhí 
réimse  straitéisí aitheanta focal á n-úsáid acu go solúbtha agus go muiníneach agus iad ag 
léamh. Bhí siad in ann súgradh le fuaimeanna agus iad a aithint agus a ionramháil. Sna 
meánranganna agus na hardranganna, bhí stór focal sealbhaithe acu agus fuair na daltaí ionchur 
teanga chruinn ón bhfoireann scoile. Bhí dul chun cinn éifeachtach á dhéanamh ag tromlach na 
ndaltaí ina gcuid scríbhneoireachta agus ins an bhfócasghrúpa bhí said an-bhrodúil as a gcuid 
saothaoir. Bhí said in ann an próiseas scríbhneoireachta a úsáid chun téacs a scríobh in oiriúint 
dá léibhéal foghlama. Bhí réimhse focal ardmhinicíochta á litriú go cruinn ag cuid mhaith de na 
daltaí. Chun tógail ar an ard-chleachtas atá i bhfeidhm, b’fhiú níos mó dúshláin a thabhairt do na 
daltaí, ar bhonn scoile uile, i réimse seánraí leitheoireachta agus scríbhneoireachta.   

2. Tacú le foghlaim na ndaltaí: Eispéiris na 

bhfoghlaimeoirí agus cleachtas na múinteoirí  
 

Bhí caighdeán an teagaisc go maith. Bhain cuspóirí soiléire leis an gcuid ba mhó de na 
ceachtanna a breathnaíodh agus bhí luas agus ábhar an cheachta oiriúnach i dtromlach na 
ranganna. Bhí scileanna bainistíochta seomra ranga éifeachtacha ag na múinteoirí agus bhí 
tromlach na suíomhanna foghlama saibhir i bprionta Gaeilge. Bhí pleanáil ghearrthréimhseach 
agus fhadtréimhseach ag an gcuid ba mhó de na múinteoirí. Ba choir do mhúinteoirí difreáil na 
dtorthaí foghlama agus na ngníomhaíochtaí foghlama a chuimsiú ina gcuid ullmhúcháin agus é a 
bhunú ar Churaclam Teanga na Bunscoile. Bhí soláthar oiriúnach d’oideachas speisialta don 
Ghaeilge curtha ar fáil do na daltaí agus úsáid chuí á bhaint as an gcontanam tacaíochta chuige 
seo. 
 
Ghlac na daltaí páirt i ngníomhaíochtaí foghlama bríocha agus spreagadh na daltaí chun 
foghlama trí atmaisféar taitneamhach a chothú i gcuid de na ceachtanna a breathnaíodh. Bhain 
múinteoirí sna bunranganna úsáid as Aistear: Creat Curaclaim don Luath-Óige chun na daltaí a 
spreagadh go spraíúil. Sna suíomhanna ina raibh an cleachtas ab fhearr, baineadh úsáid as 
gníomhaíochtaí fíorchumarsáide go minic ar nós cluichí teanga, filíocht a chumadh i ngrúpaí, 
obair i mbeirteanna agus amhráin a chanadh. Ba chóir go gcuirfeadh na múinteoirí béim níos mó 
ar an bhfoghlaim shúgradh bunaithe agus ar an bhfoghlaim ghníomhach i ngach rang d’fhonn 
scileanna sóisialta agus cumarsáide na ndaltaí agus a n-inspreagadh chun foghlama a bhreisiú.  
 
I rith an ghrúpa fócais le daltaí, labhair said faoi dheiseanna a bhí acu chun dul ar thurais go dtí 
an Ghaeltacht.  Is cleachtas inmholta é seo chun eispéiris fíorchumarsáide i nGaeilge a chothú 
do na daltaí agus mar spreagadh do labhairt na Gaeilge go sóisialta i gclós na scoile.  
 
Bhí cáilíocht an mheasúnaithe sásúil. I gcuid de na ranganna, bhí samplaí de theisteanna deartha 
ag an múinteoirí ar an litriú, ar theanga ó bhéal agus ar an léitheoireacht. B’fhiú do mhúinteoirí 
níos mó úsáide a bhaint as mórchéimeanna dul chun cinn sa churaclam, chun tacú leis an  
bpleanáil agus le measúnú iomlánaíoch ar fhoghlaim na ndaltaí. Ta gá le réimse níos leithne 
uirlisí measúnaithe a bheith in úsáid ag an bhfoireann teagaisc chun cabhrú leo taifead a 
choimeád ar dhul chun cinn na ndaltaí i ngnéithe uile d’fhoghlaim na Gaeilge. 
  
 



 

3. Éifeachtacht phleanáil scoile, féinmheastóireacht 

scoile san áireamh, ag cur foghlaim na ndaltaí chun cinn 
 
Bhí éifeachtacht phleanáil scoile sásúil. Bhí an chuid ba mhó den teagasc a breathnaíodh 
bunaithe ar scéimeanna  téacsleabhar, nach raibh dúshlánach a dhóthain do chuid de na daltaí. 
Ní mór don phríomhoide agus don fhoireann bainistíochta athbhreithniú a dhéanamh ar an bplean 
scoile don Ghaeilge chun cur chuige scoile uile a neartú.  Ba chóir  a chinntiú go mbeadh soláthar 
na scoile nasctha le snáitheanna agus le torthaí foghlama Churaclam Teanga na Bunscoile. 
Thacódh na mórchéimeanna dul chun cinn leis an bpróiseas féinmheastóireachta scoile atá i 
bhfeidhm a fheabhsú. Chabhródh sé le cuir chuige difreálaithe agus múinteoirí ag obair le daltaí 
a bhfuil réimse leathan cumais acu.  
  



Contanam cáilíochta na cigireachta 
Déanann cigirí cur síos ar cháilíocht an tsoláthair sa scoil agus feidhm á baint acu as contanam 
cáilíochta na cigireachta a thaispeántar thíos. Tugann an contanam cáilíochta samplaí den 
teanga a úsáideann cigirí nuair a bhíonn siad ag déanamh meastóireachta agus ag cur síos ar 
cháilíocht sholáthar na scoile do gach réimse. 

Leibhéal Cur síos  Sampla de na téarmaí tuairisciúla 

 
An-mhaith 

Úsáidtear An-mhaith áit a bhfuil cáilíocht na 
réimsí a ndéantar meastóireacht orthu ar 
chaighdeán an-ard. Ní bhíonn tionchar rómhór 
ag an líon beag réimsí atá le feabhsú ar 
cháilíocht an tsoláthair ar an iomlán. Do roinnt 
scoileanna sa chatagóir seo cáilíocht an 
tsoláthair ar a rinneadh meastóireacht thar 
cionn agus is sampla é do scoileanna eile de 
shárchaighdeáin soláthair. 

An-mhaith; ar cháilíocht an-ard;  
cleachtas an-éifeachtach; le moladh go 
hard; an-rathúil; beagán réimsí le 
feabhsú; go hiontach; ar chaighdeán 
an-ard. Ar fheabhas: thar cionn; ar 
sárchaighdeán; le láidreachtaí an-
suntasacha; thar barr 

 
Maith 

Úsáidtear Go maith áit inar léir go bhfuil na 
láidreachtai sna réimsí a ndéantar 
meastóireacht orthu níos treise ná na réimsí 
ina bhfuil gá le feabhas a dhéanamh. Bíonn 
tionchar ag na réimsí ina bhfuil gá le feabhas 
a dhéanamh ar cháilíocht foghlama na ndaltaí. 
Ní mór don scoil tógáil ar a cuid láidreachtaí 
agus gníomhú le dul i ngleic leis na réimsí atá 
aitheanta ina bhfuil gá le feabhas a dhéanamh 
d’fhonn caighdeán an-mhaith a bhaint amach. 

Go maith; cáilíocht mhaith; fiúntach; 
cleachtas éifeachtach; inniúil; 
úsáideach; inmholta; caighdeán maith; 
roinnt réimsí le feabhsú 

 
Sásúil 

Úsáidtear Sásúil áit a bhfuil cáilíocht an 
tsoláthair sách maith. Tá na láidreachtaí sa 
mhéid ar a bhfuil meastóireacht á dhéanamh 
díreach níos treise ná na laigí. Cé nach 
mbíonn drochthionchar suntasach ag na laigí 
cuireann siad srian le cáilíocht na n-eispéireas 
foghlama agus ba chóir déileáil leo d’fhonn 
caighdeán níos fearr a bhaint amach. 

Sásúil; sách maith; soláthar oiriúnach 
cé go bhfuil féidearthachtaí ann le 
feabhas a dhéanamh; leibhéal 
cáilíochta inghlactha; is gá feabhas a 
dhéanamh i réimsí áirithe 

 
Measartha 

Úsáidtear Measartha áit, in ainneoin go bhfuil 
roinnt láidreachtaí sna réimsí a ndéantar 
meastóireacht orthu, go bhfuil níos mó 
easnaimh nó laigí ann freisin ná na 
láidreachtaí. Beidh ar an scoil dul i ngleic le 
heasnaimh áirithe gan mhoill lena chinntiú go 
mbíonn an soláthar sásúil nó níos fearr ná sin. 

Measartha; laigí soiléire ann a bhfuil 
tionchar acu ar fhoghlaim na ndaltaí; 
gan a bheith sásúil; deacrachtaí ann; 
ní mór feabhas a dhéanamh i réimsí ar 
leith; gá le gníomhú le feabhas a 
dhéanamh 

 
Lag 

Úsáidtear Lag áit a bhfuil easnaimh 
thromchúiseacha sna réimsí a ndéantar 
meastóireacht orthu. Is gá don scoil uile 
gníomhú láithreach ar bhonn comhordaithe le 
dul i ngleic leis na réimsí atá mar ábhar imní. I 
gcásanna áirithe, b’fhéidir go mbeidh gá le 
hionchur ó ghníomhaireachtaí eile le tacú leis 
na feabhsuithe. 

Lag; míshásúil; easnamhach; 
neamhéifeachtach; go dona; athrú, 
forbairt nó feabhas suntasach ag 
teastáil; deacrachtaí suntasacha ann 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aguisín 
 

Freagra na Scoile ar an Tuairisc 

 
Arna chur isteach ag an Bord Bainistíochta 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cuid A:      Tuairimí ar ábhar na tuairisce scoile 

Tar éis dul i gcomhairle leis an bhfoireann, le bainistíocht inmheánach na scoile agus le bord 
bainistíochta na scoile tá cinneadh déanta againn glacadh le formhór na moltaí. Nílimid mar 
scoil sásta glachadh leis an tumoideachais go hiomlán ach táimid sásta oibriú i dtreo an 
tumoideachais lena n-áiritear roinnt gnéithe a chuirfidh le cumas labhartha agus scríofa na 
scoile. Táimid chun béim a chur ar fhóineolaíochta na Gaeilge agus níos mó béim a chuir ar 
labhairt na Gaeilge i rith am Aistear le tacaíocht ón fhoireann tacaiocht foghlamtha. Leanfaimid, 
áfach, ag cur béime ar luathoideachas sa Bhéarla le fócas ar scileanna léitheoireachta leanaí 
agus feasacht fóineolaiochta. Glacaimid go hiomlán leis na moltaí eile agus táimid faoi láthair 
ag leagan amach plean scoile don Ghaeilge a bhfuil suas chun dáta. Táimid chun diriú isteach 
ar an bhfoghlaim súgradh freisin le roinnt tionscnamh beartaithe againn mar fhoireann.  
 
 

Cuid B:     Gníomhartha leantacha a rinneadh nó atá beartaithe le déanamh ó cuireadh 
críoch leis an ngníomhaíocht chigireachta chun tátail agus moltaí na cigireachta a chur I 
bhfeidhm 

Ar an gcéad dul síos táimid, mar fhoireann, chun plean don Ghaeilge a leagan amach a 
thógann Curaclam Teanga na Bunscoile in áireamh i ngach gné dár dteagasc. Tuigimid cé 
chomh tabhachtach is atá sé plean a bheith againn mar fhoireann. Beidh leanúnachas i 
bhfeidhm leis an fhoireann ar fad agus beidh béim air. De réir treoir an seimineár gréasáin 
Curaclam Teanga na Bunscoile is déanai táimid ar aon ghuth ar an tabhachacht a bhaineann le 
foclóir a choimeád agus stór focal a shealbhú ó rang a trí ar aghaidh. Táimid freisin mar 
fhoireann chun diriú isteach ar na séanraí scribhneoireachta ar feadh tréimhse faoi leith ag an 
am chéanna don bhliain. Cabhróidh sé seo le tionscnamh uile-scoile ar nós litreacha agus prós 
a chumadh ag an am chéanna don bhliain.  
 
In sna Naíonáin beidh béim níos fearr ar cur chuige fóineolaíochta i leith na léitheoireachta agus 
an luath-léitheoireacht. Táimid chun clár fonaice a chur i bhfeidhm mí Méan Fhómhair 2023 a 
dtabharfaidh seans níos fearr dóibh an teanga a shealbhú. Le sin táimid chun i bhfad níos mó 
béim a chuir ar an teanga labhartha nádúrtha a dtagann ón spraoi i rith am Aistear. Beidh beirt 
múinteoir tacaíochta foghlamtha ag obair go cóngarach leis na múinteoiri ranga chun an t-am 
tabhachtach seo a bhfeabhsú. Áfach,táimid bródúil as caighdeán na léitheoireachta Béarla inár 
scoil agus bródúil freisin as caighdeán na Gaeilge labhartha atá bainte amach. Mar sin táimid 
chun leanúint ar aghaidh leis an obair atá ar siúl againn i dtaobh na luathscileanna léitheoireachta 
Béarla.  
 
Beidh comharthaí crochta againn i rith an tsamhraidh le cluichí clóis, foclóir dúlra agus teanga 
don chlós clóbhuailthe orthu i teanga cuí. Táimid chun leanúint ar aghaidh leis an teanga a úsáid 
i suímh spraiúil le comórtais agus eachtraí uile-scoile a eagrú chun an deis labhartha a treisiú.  
 
Táimid chun leanúint ar aghaidh leis an bhéim ar an teanga labhartha agus turais agus 
aoicháinteoiri a fháil chun an teanga bheo a thaispeáint do na páistí. Beimid ag freastal ar 
comórtas Gaelinn agus ag nascadh le Gaelscoileanna áitiúla i rith na bliana chun seans a 
thabhairt do na páisti an teanga a úsáid lasmuigh don seomra ranga. Ag baint úsáid as 
scéimeanna oibre cosúil le Séideán Si agus ag úsáid acmhainní teicneolaíochta táimid chun 
béim níos mó a chur ar an bhfoghlaim shúgradh i ngach rang.  
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This report is written in Irish. An English translation of the report is provided at the end of the 

report. 

What is a curriculum evaluation? 
Curriculum evaluations report on the quality of teaching and learning in specific subjects of the 
Primary School Curriculum (1999) and the Primary Language Curriculum (2019). They affirm 
good practice and make recommendations, where appropriate, to assist the further 
development of the subject in the school. 

How to read this report 
During this inspection, the inspectors evaluated learning and teaching in Irish under the 
following headings: 

1. The quality of pupils’ learning 
2. Supporting pupils’ learning through learner experiences and teachers’ practice  
3. The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE, in progressing pupils’ learning  
 

Inspectors describe the quality of each of these areas using the Inspectorate’s quality 
continuum which is shown on the final page of this report. The quality continuum provides 
examples of the language used by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the 
setting’s provision in each area. 

The board of management of the school was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the 
findings and recommendations of the report, and the response of the board will be found in the 
appendix of this report. 

Actions of the school to safeguard children and prevent 

and tackle bullying 
 
 

During the inspection visit, the following checks in relation to the school’s child protection and 
anti-bullying procedures were conducted: 

Child Protection Anti-bullying 

4. The name of the DLP and the Child 
Safeguarding Statement are prominently 
displayed near the main entrance to the 
school. 

5. The Child Safeguarding Statement has 
been ratified by the board and includes 
an annual review and a risk assessment. 

6. All teachers visited reported that they 
have read the Child Safeguarding 
Statement and that they are aware of 
their responsibilities as mandated 
persons. 

4. The school has developed an anti-
bullying policy that meets the 
requirements of the Anti-Bullying 
Procedures for Primary and Post-primary 
Schools (2013) and this policy is 
reviewed annually.  

5. The board of management minutes 
record that the principal provides a report 
to the board at least once a term on the 
overall number of bullying cases reported 
to him/her (through the template for 
reporting bullying which is available in the 
Procedures) since the previous report 
was made available to the board. 

6. The school’s anti-bullying policy is 
published on its website and/or is readily 
accessible to the board of management 
members, teacher, for parents and 
pupils/students. 

 
The school fulfilled the requirements in relation to each of the checks above.  

  



Curriculum Evaluation 
 

Date of inspection   01-03-2023 

Inspection activities undertaken 

 Discussion with principal and teachers 

 Review of relevant documents  

 Interview with pupil focus-group 

 Observation of teaching and learning  

 Examination of pupils’ work  

 Interaction with pupils  

 Feedback to principal and teachers 

 

School context 

Gaelscoil Aogáin is a co-educational primary school under the patronage of the Catholic Bishop 
of Kerry. It is situated in the town of Castleisland. There were 189 pupils on the school’s rolls at 
the time of the evaluation. There were seven class teachers and two special education teachers 
(SET) based in the school and an additional SET was based in another school. Even though the 
position of principal in the school was an administrative one, the principal has decided to teach 
a class.  

Summary of main findings and recommendations 
Findings 

 The quality of pupils’ learning was good. 

 The quality of learner experiences was of a good standard with scope for improvement 

in particular aspects. 

 The quality of teaching was good overall with certain practices of a very good standard.  

 The quality of assessment was satisfactory overall.  

 The quality of school planning and school self-evaluation was satisfactory. 

Recommendations 

 The board of management, the principal and the school staff should work together to 

implement early immersion education in the school; it would give pupils a better start in 

the acquisition of Irish and would strengthen pupils’ speaking skills in junior classes.  

 The principal and leadership team should carry out a review of the school plan for Irish 

to strengthen a whole-school approach.   

 Teachers should place greater emphasis on play-based learning and on active learning 

in each class to enhance the social and communication skills of pupils as well as their 

motivation to learn.   



Detailed findings and recommendations 

1. The quality of pupils’ learning 

The quality of pupils’ learning was good. Pupils showed an interest in Irish and overall were 
confident in their ability in the language. For the most part, they had a wide range of rhymes and 
poems and in the senior classes they were comfortable using Irish to describe their learning. In 
certain settings, they were willing to take risks in their communication and understood the value 
of making mistakes. In the junior classes, pupils understood and used common words and basic 
phrases and followed the teacher’s directions. School management should now implement early 
immersion education in the school to give pupils a better start in the acquisition of Irish and to 
enhance the speaking skills of pupils in the junior classes. This would support the undertaking of 
pre-reading skills through the medium of Irish. In the lessons observed, pupils were able to read 
with meaning and understanding. In the junior classes, they had good phonological awareness 
and were using a range of word recognition strategies flexibly and confidently while reading. They 
were able to play with sounds and recognise and manipulate them. In the middle and senior 
classes, they had acquired vocabulary and pupils received accurate language input from school 
staff. Most pupils were making effective progress in their writing and in the focus-group they were 
very proud of their work. They were able to use the writing process to write text appropriate to 
their learning level. Many pupils spelled a range of high frequency words accurately. In order to 
build on the good practice in place, presenting pupils with greater challenges on a whole-school 
basis, in a range of reading and writing genres, would be worthwhile.   

2. Supporting pupils’ learning: Learner experiences and 

teachers’ practice  
 

The standard of teaching was good. Most lessons observed had clear objectives and the pace 
and content of the lesson was appropriate in most classes. Teachers had effective classroom 
management skills and most learning settings were print rich in Irish. Most teachers had            
short-term and long-term planning. Teachers should incorporate the differentiation of learning 
outcomes and learning activities in their preparation and base it on the Primary Language 
Curriculum. Appropriate provision had been made for special education for Irish for pupils and the 
support continuum was used appropriately for this purpose. 
 
Pupils participated in meaningful learning activities and pupils’ learning was encouraged by 
fostering a pleasant atmosphere in some of the lessons observed. Teachers in junior classes 
used Aistear: The Early Childhood Curriculum Framework to encourage pupils in a playful 
manner. In the settings with best practice, frequent use was made of authentic communication 
activities such as language games, composing poetry in groups, pair work and singing songs. 
Teachers should place greater emphasis on play-based learning and on active learning in each 
class to enhance the social and communication skills of pupils as well as their motivation to learn.  
 
During the focus-group with pupils, they spoke about opportunities they had to go on trips to the 
Gaeltacht. This is a commendable practice to foster true communication experiences in Irish for 
pupils and as an encouragement to speak Irish socially in the school yard.  
 
The quality of assessment was satisfactory. In some classes, there were samples of teacher 
designed tests on spelling, oral language and reading. Teachers would benefit from making more 
use of progression milestones in the curriculum, to support planning and the holistic assessment 
of pupils’ learning. The teaching staff need to use a broader range of assessment tools to help 
them keep a record of pupils’ progress in all aspects of learning in Irish. 
  
 

3. The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE, 

in progressing pupils’ learning 
 
The effectiveness of school planning was satisfactory. Most of the teaching observed was based 
on textbook schemes, which were not sufficiently challenging for some pupils. The principal and 
leadership team should review the school plan for Irish to strengthen a whole-school approach. It 



should also ensure that the school's provision is linked to the strands and learning outcomes of 
the Primary Language Curriculum. The progression milestones would support the enhancement 
of the school self-evaluation process in place. It would also help with differentiated approaches 
as teachers work with pupils who have a broad range of abilities.  
  



The Inspectorate's Quality Continuum 
Inspectors describe the quality of provision in the school using the Inspectorate’s quality 
continuum which is shown below. The quality continuum provides examples of the language 
used by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality the school’s provision of each 
area. 

Level Description  Example of descriptive terms 

 
Very good 

Very good applies where the quality of the 
areas evaluated is of a very high standard. 
The very few areas for improvement that exist 
do not significantly impact on the overall 
quality of provision. For some schools in this 
category the quality of what is evaluated is 
outstanding and provides an example for 
other schools of exceptionally high standards 
of provision. 

Very good; of a very high quality;  very 
effective practice; highly 
commendable; very successful; few 
areas for improvement; notable; of a 
very high standard. Excellent: 
outstanding; exceptionally high 
standard, with very significant 
strengths; exemplary 

 
Good 

Good applies where the strengths in the areas 
evaluated clearly outweigh the areas in need 
of improvement. The areas requiring 
improvement impact on the quality of pupils’ 
learning. The school needs to build on its 
strengths and take action to address the areas 
identified as requiring improvement in order to 
achieve a very good standard. 

Good; good quality; valuable; effective 
practice; competent; useful; 
commendable; good standard; some 
areas for improvement 

 
Satisfactory 

Satisfactory applies where the quality of 
provision is adequate. The strengths in what is 
being evaluated just outweigh the 
shortcomings. While the shortcomings do not 
have a significant negative impact they 
constrain the quality of the learning 
experiences and should be addressed in order 
to achieve a better standard. 

Satisfactory; adequate; appropriate 
provision although some possibilities 
for improvement exist; acceptable level 
of quality; improvement needed in 
some areas 

 
Fair 

Fair applies where, although there are some 
strengths in the areas evaluated, deficiencies 
or shortcomings that outweigh those strengths 
also exist. The school will have to address 
certain deficiencies without delay in order to 
ensure that provision is satisfactory or better. 

Fair; evident weaknesses that are 
impacting on pupils’ learning; less than 
satisfactory; experiencing difficulty; 
must improve in specified areas; action 
required to improve 

 
Weak 

Weak applies where there are serious 
deficiencies in the areas evaluated. Immediate 
and coordinated whole-school action is 
required to address the areas of concern. In 
some cases, the intervention of other agencies 
may be required to support improvements. 

Weak; unsatisfactory; insufficient; 
ineffective; poor; requiring significant 
change, development or improvement; 
experiencing significant difficulties 
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This is a translation of the School Response submitted by the Board of Management.  

 

Part A Observations on the content of the inspection report      

Having consulted with the staff, in-school management and the school’s board of management, 
we have decided to accept most of the recommendations. As a school, we are not happy to 
accept complete immersion education but we are satisfied to work towards immersion 
education, including some elements that will add to oral and written expression in the school.  
We are going to put emphasis on Irish phonics and more emphasis on oral Irish during Aistear, 
with support from learning-support staff. We will continue, however, to place emphasis on early 
English education with a focus on children’s reading skills and phonological awareness. We 
completely accept the other recommendations and we are, at present, making out a school plan 
for Irish that is up to date. We intend to concentrate on play-based learning also and have some 
projects planned as a staff.  
 
 

Part B   Follow-up actions planned or undertaken since the completion of the inspection 
activity to implement the findings and recommendations of the inspection.           

Initially, we intend, as a staff, to draw up a plan for Irish that is in line with the Primary Language 
Curriculum, in every element of our teaching. We understand as a staff, how important it is to 
have a plan. There will be continuity among the staff and there will be an emphasis placed on 
this. As directed by the latest Primary Language Curriculum on-line seminar, we are unanimous 
on the importance of vocabulary and vocabulary acquisition from third class on. We are also as 
a staff, going to concentrate on the writing genres simultaneously, for a specified term during 
the year. This will help with whole-school initiatives such as letters and prose composition, at 
the same time of the year. 
 
In infants, there will be a greater emphasis on phonological awareness for reading and early 
literacy skills. We are going to implement a phonics programme in September 2023 that will 
provide greater opportunities for language acquisition. Also, we intend to place a greater 
emphasis on natural language that comes from play during Aistear. There will be two learning-
support teachers working closely with the class teachers to improve this important time. 
However, we are proud of the standard of English reading in our school and proud also of the 
standard of spoken Irish that has been achieved. Therefore, we are going to continue with the 
current work being done on early literacy skills in English. 
 
We will hang signs during the summer for yard games with nature vocabulary and suitable yard 
language printed on them. We will continue to use language in playful situations with the 
organisation of competitions and whole-school events to reinforce the opportunities for 
conversation. 
 
We will continue to place emphasis on oral language, excursions and guest speakers to show 
the children the language in real-life situations. We will take part in the Gaelinn competition and 
link with local Gaelscoileanna during the year to provide opportunities for the children to use the 
language outside of the classroom. We will use schemes of work such as Séideán Sí and 
technological resources to place a greater emphasis on play-based learning in every class. 
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