An Roinn Oideachais

[
'f' :
Department of Education

e |y
'I

Meastoireacht Curaclaim
Gaeilge
Tuairisc

TUAIRISC

Ainm na scoile/School name Gaelscoil Naomh Aogain

Seoladh na scoile/School address Boéthar An Cholaiste
Oilean Ciarrali

Co. Chiarrai
Uimbhir rolla/Roll number 19917L
Data na cigireachta/ 01-03-2023

Date of evaluation



T4 an tuairisc seo scriofa i nGaeilge. T4 aistriichan Béarla den tuairisc ar fail ag deireadh na
tuairisce.

This report is written in Irish. An English translation of the report is provided at the end of the
report

Cad is meastoireacht curaclaim ann?

Déanann Meastéireachtai Curaclaim tuairisciu ar chéiliocht an teagaisc agus na foghlama in
abhair faoi leith i gCuraclam na Bunscoile (1999) agus Curaclam Teanga na Bunscoile (2019).
Dearbhaionn siad dea-chleachtas agus déanann siad moltai, nuair is cui, d’fhonn cuidiu forbairt
bhreise a dhéanamh ar an &bhar sa scoil.

Conas an tuairisc seo a léamh
Le linn na cigireachta seo, rinne na cigiri meastoireacht ar fhoghlaim agus ar theagasc i
nGaeilge faoi na ceannteidil seo a leanas:

1. Céiliocht fhoghlaim na ndaltai
2. Ag tacu le foghlaim na ndaltai tri eispéiris foghlama agus tri chleachtas na muinteoiri
3. Eifeachtacht phleanail scoile, lena n-4iritear FMS, ag cur foghlaim na ndaltai chun cinn

Tugann na cigiri cur sios ar an gcailiocht a bhaineann le gach ceann de na réimsi sin agus iad
ag baint Uséid as contanam céiliochta na Cigireachta a thaispeantar ar leathanach deiridh na
tuairisce seo. Solathraionn an contanam cailiochta samplai den teanga a Usaideann cigiri agus
iad ag déanamh meastoireacht agus ag cur sios ar chailiocht sholathar na scoile i ngach
réimse.

Tugadh deis do bhord bainistiochta na scoile ar a thuairim a léiri ar thorthai agus ar mholtai na
tuairisce i scribhinn, agus beidh freagra an bhoird ar fail san aguisin ata leis an tuairisc seo.

Gniomhaiochtai na scoile chun leanai a chumhdach agus
chun bulaiocht a chosc agus dul i ngleic |éi

Le linn chuairt na cigireachta, rinneadh na seicealacha seo a leanas maidir le nésanna
imeachta um chosaint leanai agus gnasanna frithbhulaiochta:

Cosaint Leanai Frithbhulaiocht

1. Taainm an duine idirchaidrimh ainmnithe | 1. Ta polasai frithbhulaiochta forbartha ag
(DIA) agus an Raiteas um Chumhdach an scoil a shdsaionn na Gnasanna
Leanali ar taispedint go feicedlach gar do Frithbhulaiochta Bunscoile agus
phriomhdhoras na scoile. larbhunscoile (2013), agus

2. Téa an Raiteas um Chumhdach Leanai athbhreithnitear an polasai seo go
faofa ag an mbord agus ta athbhreithnid bliantuil.
bliantlil agus measunu riosca mar chuid | 2. Ta taifead i miontuairisci an bhoird
den raiteas. bainistiochta go gcuireann an priomhoide

3. Thuairiscigh gach muinteoir ar tugadh tuairisc ar fail don bhord ar a laghad uair
cuairt orthu go bhfuil an Réiteas um sa téarma ar lion iomlan na gcasanna
Chumhdach Leanai léite acu agus go bulaiochta a tuairisciodh (trid an
dtuigeann said a bhfreagrachtai mar teimpléad taifeadta bulaiochta ata ar fail
dhaoine ata faoi shainordu. sna Gnasanna) 6 cuireadh an tuairisc

roimhe sin ar fail don bhord.

3. Ta polasai frithbhulaiochta na scoile
foilsithe ar a laithrean gréasain agus/no
ta fail go héasca air do bhaill an bhoird
bainistiochta, do mhuinteoiri, do
thuismitheoiri agus do dhaltai/scolairi.

Chombhlion an scoil na riachtanais maidir le gach ceann de na seiceélacha thuas.




MeastoOireacht Curaclaim

e Agallamh le fécasghrupa daltai

Data na cigireachta 01-03-2023
Na gniomhaiochtai cigireachta ar tugadh e Breathnoireacht ar theagasc agus ar
fathu fhoghlaim
o i ) ) e Scrudu ar obair na ndaltai
e PIé leis an bpriomhoide agus leis na e Caidreamh le daltai
muinteoir e Aiseolas don phriomhoide agus do na
e Athbhreithnit ar chaipéisi abhartha muinteoiri

Comhthéacs na scoile

Is bunscoil chomhoideachais i Gaelscoil Aogain ata faoi phatrinacht Easpag Caitliceach
Chiarrai. T4 si lonnaithe i mbaile Qileain Chiarrai. Bhi 189 dalta claraithe ar rollai na scoile ag
am na meastoireachta. Bhi seachtar muinteoir ranga, beirt mhuinteoiri oideachais speisialta a
bhi lonnaithe sa scoil chomh maith le ceann amhain a bhi lonnaithe i scoil eile. Cé gur
priomhoide riarachain a bhi sa scoil, chinn an priomhoide rang a mhuineadh.

Achoimre ar na priomhchinnti agus moltai

Cinnti
[ ]

Moltai

Bhi cailiocht fhoghlaim na ndaltai go maith.

Bhi céiliocht eispéiris na bhfoghlaimeoiri ar chaighdean maith le scéip chun forbartha i
ngnéithe ar leith.

Bhi céiliocht an teagaisc go maith ar an iomlan le cleachtais airithe a bhi ar chaighdean
an-mhaith.

Bhi céiliocht an mheasunaithe go sasuil ar an iomlan.

Bhi céiliocht na pleanala scoile agus na féinmheastéireachta scoile sasuil.

Ba chair don bhord bainistiochta, an priomhoide agus an fhoireann scoile obair le chéile
chun an luath-thumoideachas a chur i bhfeidhm sa scoil; thabharfadh sé tosach nios
fearr do na daltai i sealbhl na Gaeilge agus threiseodh sé scileanna labhartha na
ndaltai sna bunranganna.

Ni mér don phriomhoide agus don fhoireann ceannasaiochta athbhreithnit a dhéanamh
ar an bplean scoile don Ghaeilge chun cur chuige scoile uile a neartd.

Ba chair go gcuirfeadh na muinteoiri béim nios mé ar an bhfoghlaim shiagradh-bunaithe
agus ar an bhfoghlaim ghniomhach i ngach rang d’'fhonn scileanna sdisialta agus
cumarsaide na ndaltai agus a n-inspreagadh chun foghlama a bhreisid.




Mionchinnti agus moltai
1. Céiliocht fhoghlaim na ndaltai

Bhi caighdean fhoghlaim na ndaltai go maith. Léirigh na daltai spéis sa Ghaeilge agus ar an
iomlan bhi muinin acu as a gcumas sa teanga. Don chuid ba mhd, bhi raon leathan rannta agus
danta acu agus sna hardranganna, bhi said compordach in Usaid na Gaeilge chun cur sios a
dhéanamh ar a gcuid foghlama. | suiomhanna airithe, bhi said séasta dul sa tseans ina gcumarsaid
agus thuig said an luach a bhain le bottin a dhéanamh. Sna ranganna soisearacha, thuig agus
d’usaid na daltai focail choitianta agus frasai bunisacha agus lean said treoracha an mhuinteora.
Ba chdir do bhainistiocht na scoile anois, an luath-thumoideachas a chur i bhfeidhm sa scoil chun
tosach nios fearr a thabhairt do na daltai i sealbhd na Gaeilge agus chun scileanna labhartha na
ndaltai sna bunranganna a threisit. Thacédh sé seo le tabhairt faoi scileanna
réamhléitheoireachta tri mhean na Gaeilge. Sna ceachtanna a breathnaiodh, bhi na daltai in ann
Iéamh le bri is le tuiscint. Sna bunranganna, bhi feasacht mhaith foineolaiochta acu agus bhi
réimse straitéisi aitheanta focal a n-Gsaid acu go sollibtha agus go muinineach agus iad ag
[éamh. Bhi siad in ann slgradh le fuaimeanna agus iad a aithint agus a ionramhail. Sna
meanranganna agus na hardranganna, bhi stér focal sealbhaithe acu agus fuair na daltai ionchur
teanga chruinn 6n bhfoireann scoile. Bhi dul chun cinn éifeachtach & dhéanamh ag tromlach na
ndaltai ina gcuid scribhneoireachta agus ins an bhfécasghripa bhi said an-bhroduil as a gcuid
saothaoir. Bhi said in ann an proiseas scribhneoireachta a Uséid chun téacs a scriobh in oiritint
d& léibhéal foghlama. Bhi réimhse focal ardmhiniciochta a litriit go cruinn ag cuid mhaith de na
daltai. Chun togail ar an ard-chleachtas até i bhfeidhm, b’fhid nios mé dushlain a thabhairt do na
daltai, ar bhonn scoile uile, i réimse seénrai leitheoireachta agus scribhneoireachta.

2. Tacu le foghlaim na ndaltai: Eispéiris na
bhfoghlaimeoiri agus cleachtas na muinteoiri

Bhi caighdeadn an teagaisc go maith. Bhain cuspdiri soiléire leis an gcuid ba mho de na
ceachtanna a breathnaiodh agus bhi luas agus abhar an cheachta oirilnach i dtromlach na
ranganna. Bhi scileanna bainistiochta seomra ranga éifeachtacha ag na muinteoiri agus bhi
tromlach na suiomhanna foghlama saibhir i bprionta Gaeilge. Bhi pleanail ghearrthréimhseach
agus fhadtréimhseach ag an gcuid ba mhé de na muinteoiri. Ba choir do mhduinteoiri difredil na
dtorthai foghlama agus na ngniomhaiochtai foghlama a chuimsit ina gcuid ullmhtchéin agus é a
bhunt ar Churaclam Teanga na Bunscoile. Bhi solathar oiriinach d’oideachas speisialta don
Ghaeilge curtha ar fail do na daltai agus Usaid chui a bhaint as an gcontanam tacaiochta chuige
seo.

Ghlac na daltai pairt i ngniomhaiochtai foghlama briocha agus spreagadh na daltai chun
foghlama tri atmaisféar taitneamhach a chotht i gcuid de na ceachtanna a breathnaiodh. Bhain
muinteoiri sna bunranganna Gséaid as Aistear: Creat Curaclaim don Luath-Oige chun na daltai a
spreagadh go spraitil. Sna suiomhanna ina raibh an cleachtas ab fhearr, baineadh Usaid as
gniomhaiochtai fiorchumarsaide go minic ar nds cluichi teanga, filiocht a chumadh i ngrapai,
obair i mbeirteanna agus amhrain a chanadh. Ba choir go gcuirfeadh na muinteoiri béim nios mé
ar an bhfoghlaim shugradh bunaithe agus ar an bhfoghlaim ghniomhach i ngach rang d’fhonn
scileanna soisialta agus cumarsaide na ndaltai agus a n-inspreagadh chun foghlama a bhreisid.

| rith an ghrupa fécais le daltai, labhair said faoi dheiseanna a bhi acu chun dul ar thurais go dti
an Ghaeltacht. Is cleachtas inmholta é seo chun eispéiris fiorchumarsaide i nGaeilge a chothu
do na daltai agus mar spreagadh do labhairt na Gaeilge go sdéisialta i gclés na scoile.

Bhi cailiocht an mheasunaithe sasuiil. | gcuid de na ranganna, bhi samplai de theisteanna deartha
ag an muinteoiri ar an litrid, ar theanga 6 bhéal agus ar an léitheoireacht. B’'fhii do mhuinteoiri
nios moé Usaide a bhaint as moérchéimeanna dul chun cinn sa churaclam, chun tacu leis an
bpleanail agus le measunu iomlanaioch ar fhoghlaim na ndaltai. Ta ga le réimse nios leithne
uirlisi measunaithe a bheith in Usaid ag an bhfoireann teagaisc chun cabhrd leo taifead a
choimead ar dhul chun cinn na ndaltai i ngnéithe uile d’fhoghlaim na Gaeilge.



3. Eifeachtacht phleanail scoile, féinmheastdireacht
scoile san aireamh, ag cur foghlaim na ndaltai chun cinn

Bhi éifeachtacht phleandil scoile sasuil. Bhi an chuid ba mhé den teagasc a breathnaiodh
bunaithe ar scéimeanna téacsleabhar, nach raibh dushlanach a dhéthain do chuid de na daltai.
Ni mér don phriomhoide agus don fhoireann bainistiochta athbhreithnit a dhéanamh ar an bplean
scoile don Ghaeilge chun cur chuige scoile uile a neartd. Ba choéir a chinntid go mbeadh solathar
na scoile nasctha le snaitheanna agus le torthai foghlama Churaclam Teanga na Bunscoile.
Thacédh na mérchéimeanna dul chun cinn leis an bproiseas féinmheastdireachta scoile ata i
bhfeidhm a fheabhsu. Chabhrédh sé le cuir chuige difrealaithe agus muinteoiri ag obair le daltai
a bhfuil réimse leathan cumais acu.



Contanam cailiochta na cigireachta
Déanann cigiri cur sios ar chailiocht an tsolathair sa scoil agus feidhm a baint acu as contanam
cailiochta na cigireachta a thaispeantar thios. Tugann an contanam cailiochta samplai den
teanga a Usaideann cigiri nuair a bhionn siad ag déanamh meastéireachta agus ag cur sios ar
chailiocht sholathar na scoile do gach réimse.

Leibhéal

Cur sios

Sampla de na téarmai tuairiscitla

Usaidtear An-mhaith &it a bhfuil cailiocht na

An-mhaith; ar chailiocht an-ard;

An-mhaith réimsi a ndéantar meastdireacht orthu ar cleachtas an-éifeachtach; le moladh go
chaighdean an-ard. Ni bhionn tionchar rémhér | hard; an-rathuil; beagan réimsi le
ag an lion beag réimsi até le feabhsu ar feabhsU; go hiontach; ar chaighdean
chailiocht an tsolathair ar an iomlan. Do roinnt | an-ard. Ar fheabhas: thar cionn; ar
scoileanna sa chatagoir seo cailiocht an sarchaighdean; le laidreachtai an-
tsolathair ar a rinneadh meastéireacht thar suntasacha; thar barr
cionn agus is sampla é do scoileanna eile de
shéarchaighdeain solathair.
Usaidtear Go maith ait inar Iéir go bhfuil na Go maith; cailiocht mhaith; filintach;
Maith laidreachtai sna réimsi a ndéantar cleachtas éifeachtach; innidil;
meastdireacht orthu nios treise na na réimsi Usaideach; inmholta; caighdean maith;
ina bhfuil ga le feabhas a dhéanamh. Bionn roinnt réimsi le feabhsu
tionchar ag na réimsi ina bhfuil ga le feabhas
a dhéanamh ar chailiocht foghlama na ndaltai.
Ni mor don scoil tégail ar a cuid laidreachtai
agus gniomhd le dul i ngleic leis na réimsi ata
aitheanta ina bhfuil ga le feabhas a dhéanamh
d’fhonn caighdean an-mhaith a bhaint amach.
Usaidtear Sasuil it a bhfuil cailiocht an Sasuil; sach maith; solathar oiriinach
Sasuil tsolathair sach maith. Ta na laidreachtai sa cé go bhfuil féidearthachtai ann le
mhéid ar a bhfuil meastoireacht & dhéanamh feabhas a dhéanamh; leibhéal
direach nios treise na na laigi. Cé nach céiliochta inghlactha; is ga feabhas a
mbionn drochthionchar suntasach ag na laigi dhéanambh i réimsi airithe
cuireann siad srian le cailiocht na n-eispéireas
foghlama agus ba chair déileail leo d’fhonn
caighdean nios fearr a bhaint amach.
Usaidtear Measartha ait, in ainneoin go bhfuil | Measartha; laigi soiléire ann a bhfuil
Measartha roinnt laidreachtai sna réimsi a ndéantar tionchar acu ar fhoghlaim na ndaltai;
meastoireacht orthu, go bhfuil nios mé gan a bheith sasuil; deacrachtai ann;
easnaimh no laigi ann freisin na na ni mér feabhas a dhéanamh i réimsi ar
laidreachtai. Beidh ar an scoil dul i ngleic le leith; ga le gniomhu le feabhas a
heasnaimh airithe gan mhoill lena chinntit go | dhéanamh
mbionn an solathar sastil né nios fearr na sin.
Usaidtear Lag it a bhfuil easnaimh Lag; mishasuil; easnamhach;
Lag thromchuiseacha sna réimsi a ndéantar neamhéifeachtach; go dona; athru,

meastoireacht orthu. Is ga don scaoil uile
gniomhu laithreach ar bhonn comhordaithe le
dul i ngleic leis na réimsi atd mar abhar imni. |
gcasanna airithe, b’fhéidir go mbeidh ga le
hionchur 6 ghniomhaireachtai eile le tacu leis
na feabhsuithe.

forbairt né feabhas suntasach ag
teastail; deacrachtai suntasacha ann




Aguisin
Freagra na Scoile ar an Tuairisc

Arna chur isteach ag an Bord Bainistiochta



Cuid A: Tuairimi ar &bhar na tuairisce scoile

Tar éis dul i gcomhairle leis an bhfoireann, le bainistiocht inmheanach na scoile agus le bord
bainistiochta na scoile ta cinneadh déanta againn glacadh le formhér na moltai. Nilimid mar
scoil sasta glachadh leis an tumoideachais go hiomlan ach taimid sasta oibrit i dtreo an
tumoideachais lena n-airitear roinnt gnéithe a chuirfidh le cumas labhartha agus scriofa na
scoile. Taimid chun béim a chur ar fhéineolaiochta na Gaeilge agus nios mé béim a chuir ar
labhairt na Gaeilge i rith am Aistear le tacaiocht 6n fhoireann tacaiocht foghlamtha. Leanfaimid,
afach, ag cur béime ar luathoideachas sa Bhéarla le fdcas ar scileanna léitheoireachta leanai
agus feasacht foineolaiochta. Glacaimid go hiomlan leis na moltai eile agus taimid faoi lathair
ag leagan amach plean scoile don Ghaeilge a bhfuil suas chun data. Taimid chun dirit isteach
ar an bhfoghlaim sugradh freisin le roinnt tionscnamh beartaithe againn mar fhoireann.

Cuid B: Gniomhartha leantacha a rinneadh né ata beartaithe le déanamh 6 cuireadh
crioch leis an ngniomhaiocht chigireachta chun tatail agus moltai na cigireachta a chur |
bhfeidhm

Ar an gcéad dul sios taimid, mar fhoireann, chun plean don Ghaeilge a leagan amach a
thégann Curaclam Teanga na Bunscoile in direamh i ngach gné dar dteagasc. Tuigimid cé
chomh tabhachtach is ata sé plean a bheith againn mar fhoireann. Beidh leaninachas i
bhfeidhm leis an fhoireann ar fad agus beidh béim air. De réir treoir an seiminear gréasain
Curaclam Teanga na Bunscoile is déanai taimid ar aon ghuth ar an tabhachacht a bhaineann le
focloir a choimead agus stor focal a shealbhl 6 rang a tri ar aghaidh. Taimid freisin mar
fhoireann chun dirit isteach ar na séanrai scribhneoireachta ar feadh tréimhse faoi leith ag an
am chéanna don bhliain. Cabhroidh sé seo le tionscnamh uile-scoile ar nds litreacha agus pros
a chumadh ag an am chéanna don bhliain.

In sna Naionain beidh béim nios fearr ar cur chuige féineolaiochta i leith na léitheoireachta agus
an luath-léitheoireacht. Taimid chun clar fonaice a chur i bhfeidhm mi Méan Fhémhair 2023 a
dtabharfaidh seans nios fearr déibh an teanga a shealbhu. Le sin taimid chun i bhfad nios mé
béim a chuir ar an teanga labhartha nadurtha a dtagann én spraoi i rith am Aistear. Beidh beirt
muinteoir tacaiochta foghlamtha ag obair go congarach leis na muinteoiri ranga chun an t-am
tabhachtach seo a bhfeabhsu. Afach,taimid bréduil as caighdean na Iéitheoireachta Béarla inar
scoil agus brdduil freisin as caighdean na Gaeilge labhartha atd bainte amach. Mar sin taimid
chun leanuint ar aghaidh leis an obair até ar sitl againn i dtaobh na luathscileanna léitheoireachta
Béarla.

Beidh comharthai crochta againn i rith an tsamhraidh le cluichi cléis, focl6ir dulra agus teanga
don chlés clébhuailthe orthu i teanga cui. Taimid chun leanuint ar aghaidh leis an teanga a Usaid
i suimh spraiuil le comértais agus eachtrai uile-scoile a eagrd chun an deis labhartha a treisiu.

Taimid chun leanuint ar aghaidh leis an bhéim ar an teanga labhartha agus turais agus
aoichainteoiri a fhail chun an teanga bheo a thaispedint do na paisti. Beimid ag freastal ar
comortas Gaelinn agus ag nascadh le Gaelscoileanna aitidla i rith na bliana chun seans a
thabhairt do na paisti an teanga a Usaid lasmuigh don seomra ranga. Ag baint Uséid as
scéimeanna oibre coslil le Séidean Si agus ag Usaid acmhainni teicneolaiochta taimid chun
béim nios mo a chur ar an bhfoghlaim shigradh i ngach rang.
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This report is written in Irish. An English translation of the report is provided at the end of the
report.

What is a curriculum evaluation?

Curriculum evaluations report on the quality of teaching and learning in specific subjects of the
Primary School Curriculum (1999) and the Primary Language Curriculum (2019). They affirm
good practice and make recommendations, where appropriate, to assist the further
development of the subject in the school.

How to read this report
During this inspection, the inspectors evaluated learning and teaching in Irish under the
following headings:

1. The quality of pupils’ learning
2. Supporting pupils’ learning through learner experiences and teachers’ practice
3. The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE, in progressing pupils’ learning

Inspectors describe the quality of each of these areas using the Inspectorate’s quality
continuum which is shown on the final page of this report. The quality continuum provides
examples of the language used by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the
setting’s provision in each area.

The board of management of the school was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the
findings and recommendations of the report, and the response of the board will be found in the
appendix of this report.

Actions of the school to safeguard children and prevent
and tackle bullying

During the inspection visit, the following checks in relation to the school’s child protection and
anti-bullying procedures were conducted:

Child Protection Anti-bullying
4. The name of the DLP and the Child 4. The school has developed an anti-
Safeguarding Statement are prominently bullying policy that meets the
displayed near the main entrance to the requirements of the Anti-Bullying
school. Procedures for Primary and Post-primary
5. The Child Safeguarding Statement has Schools (2013) and this policy is
been ratified by the board and includes reviewed annually.
an annual review and a risk assessment. | 5. The board of management minutes
6. All teachers visited reported that they record that the principal provides a report
have read the Child Safeguarding to the board at least once a term on the
Statement and that they are aware of overall number of bullying cases reported
their responsibilities as mandated to him/her (through the template for
persons. reporting bullying which is available in the
Procedures) since the previous report
was made available to the board.

6. The school’s anti-bullying policy is
published on its website and/or is readily
accessible to the board of management
members, teacher, for parents and
pupils/students.

The school fulfilled the requirements in relation to each of the checks above.




Curriculum Evaluation

Date of inspection 01-03-2023

Inspection activities undertaken Observation of teaching and learning
Examination of pupils’ work
Interaction with pupils

Feedback to principal and teachers

e Discussion with principal and teachers
e Review of relevant documents
e Interview with pupil focus-group

School context

Gaelscoil Aogain is a co-educational primary school under the patronage of the Catholic Bishop
of Kerry. It is situated in the town of Castleisland. There were 189 pupils on the school’s rolls at
the time of the evaluation. There were seven class teachers and two special education teachers
(SET) based in the school and an additional SET was based in another school. Even though the
position of principal in the school was an administrative one, the principal has decided to teach
a class.

Summary of main findings and recommendations
Findings
e The quality of pupils’ learning was good.
e The quality of learner experiences was of a good standard with scope for improvement
in particular aspects.
e The quality of teaching was good overall with certain practices of a very good standard.
e The quality of assessment was satisfactory overall.
e The quality of school planning and school self-evaluation was satisfactory.

Recommendations

® The board of management, the principal and the school staff should work together to
implement early immersion education in the school; it would give pupils a better start in
the acquisition of Irish and would strengthen pupils’ speaking skills in junior classes.

® The principal and leadership team should carry out a review of the school plan for Irish
to strengthen a whole-school approach.

® Teachers should place greater emphasis on play-based learning and on active learning
in each class to enhance the social and communication skills of pupils as well as their
motivation to learn.



Detailed findings and recommendations
1. The quality of pupils’ learning

The quality of pupils’ learning was good. Pupils showed an interest in Irish and overall were
confident in their ability in the language. For the most part, they had a wide range of rhymes and
poems and in the senior classes they were comfortable using Irish to describe their learning. In
certain settings, they were willing to take risks in their communication and understood the value
of making mistakes. In the junior classes, pupils understood and used common words and basic
phrases and followed the teacher’s directions. School management should now implement early
immersion education in the school to give pupils a better start in the acquisition of Irish and to
enhance the speaking skills of pupils in the junior classes. This would support the undertaking of
pre-reading skills through the medium of Irish. In the lessons observed, pupils were able to read
with meaning and understanding. In the junior classes, they had good phonological awareness
and were using a range of word recognition strategies flexibly and confidently while reading. They
were able to play with sounds and recognise and manipulate them. In the middle and senior
classes, they had acquired vocabulary and pupils received accurate language input from school
staff. Most pupils were making effective progress in their writing and in the focus-group they were
very proud of their work. They were able to use the writing process to write text appropriate to
their learning level. Many pupils spelled a range of high frequency words accurately. In order to
build on the good practice in place, presenting pupils with greater challenges on a whole-school
basis, in a range of reading and writing genres, would be worthwhile.

2. Supporting pupils’ learning: Learner experiences and
teachers’ practice

The standard of teaching was good. Most lessons observed had clear objectives and the pace
and content of the lesson was appropriate in most classes. Teachers had effective classroom
management skills and most learning settings were print rich in Irish. Most teachers had
short-term and long-term planning. Teachers should incorporate the differentiation of learning
outcomes and learning activities in their preparation and base it on the Primary Language
Curriculum. Appropriate provision had been made for special education for Irish for pupils and the
support continuum was used appropriately for this purpose.

Pupils participated in meaningful learning activities and pupils’ learning was encouraged by
fostering a pleasant atmosphere in some of the lessons observed. Teachers in junior classes
used Aistear: The Early Childhood Curriculum Framework to encourage pupils in a playful
manner. In the settings with best practice, frequent use was made of authentic communication
activities such as language games, composing poetry in groups, pair work and singing songs.
Teachers should place greater emphasis on play-based learning and on active learning in each
class to enhance the social and communication skills of pupils as well as their motivation to learn.

During the focus-group with pupils, they spoke about opportunities they had to go on trips to the
Gaeltacht. This is a commendable practice to foster true communication experiences in Irish for
pupils and as an encouragement to speak Irish socially in the school yard.

The quality of assessment was satisfactory. In some classes, there were samples of teacher
designed tests on spelling, oral language and reading. Teachers would benefit from making more
use of progression milestones in the curriculum, to support planning and the holistic assessment
of pupils’ learning. The teaching staff need to use a broader range of assessment tools to help
them keep a record of pupils’ progress in all aspects of learning in Irish.

3. The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE,
in progressing pupils’ learning
The effectiveness of school planning was satisfactory. Most of the teaching observed was based

on textbook schemes, which were not sufficiently challenging for some pupils. The principal and
leadership team should review the school plan for Irish to strengthen a whole-school approach. It



should also ensure that the school's provision is linked to the strands and learning outcomes of
the Primary Language Curriculum. The progression milestones would support the enhancement
of the school self-evaluation process in place. It would also help with differentiated approaches
as teachers work with pupils who have a broad range of abilities.



The Inspectorate's Quality Continuum
Inspectors describe the quality of provision in the school using the Inspectorate’s quality

continuum which is shown below. The quality continuum provides examples of the language
used by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality the school’s provision of each

area.
Level Description Example of descriptive terms
Very good applies where the quality of the Very good; of a very high quality; very
Very good areas evaluated is of a very high standard. effective practice; highly
The very few areas for improvement that exist | commendable; very successful; few
do not significantly impact on the overall areas for improvement; notable; of a
quality of provision. For some schools in this very high standard. Excellent:
category the quality of what is evaluated is outstanding; exceptionally high
outstanding and provides an example for standard, with very significant
other schools of exceptionally high standards strengths; exemplary
of provision.
Good applies where the strengths in the areas | Good; good quality; valuable; effective
Good evaluated clearly outweigh the areas in need practice; competent; useful,
of improvement. The areas requiring commendable; good standard; some
improvement impact on the quality of pupils’ areas for improvement
learning. The school needs to build on its
strengths and take action to address the areas
identified as requiring improvement in order to
achieve a very good standard.
Satisfactory applies where the quality of Satisfactory; adequate; appropriate
Satisfactory | provision is adequate. The strengths in what is | provision although some possibilities
being evaluated just outweigh the for improvement exist; acceptable level
shortcomings. While the shortcomings do not of quality; improvement needed in
have a significant negative impact they some areas
constrain the quality of the learning
experiences and should be addressed in order
to achieve a better standard.
Fair applies where, although there are some Fair; evident weaknesses that are
Fair strengths in the areas evaluated, deficiencies impacting on pupils’ learning; less than
or shortcomings that outweigh those strengths | satisfactory; experiencing difficulty;
also exist. The school will have to address must improve in specified areas; action
certain deficiencies without delay in order to required to improve
ensure that provision is satisfactory or better.
Weak applies where there are serious Weak; unsatisfactory; insufficient;
Weak deficiencies in the areas evaluated. Immediate | ineffective; poor; requiring significant

and coordinated whole-school action is
required to address the areas of concern. In
some cases, the intervention of other agencies
may be required to support improvements.

change, development or improvement;
experiencing significant difficulties




Appendix

SCHOOL RESPONSE TO THE REPORT

Submitted by the Board of Management



This is a translation of the School Response submitted by the Board of Management.

Part A Observations on the content of the inspection report

Having consulted with the staff, in-school management and the school’s board of management,
we have decided to accept most of the recommendations. As a school, we are not happy to
accept complete immersion education but we are satisfied to work towards immersion
education, including some elements that will add to oral and written expression in the school.
We are going to put emphasis on Irish phonics and more emphasis on oral Irish during Aistear,
with support from learning-support staff. We will continue, however, to place emphasis on early
English education with a focus on children’s reading skills and phonological awareness. We
completely accept the other recommendations and we are, at present, making out a school plan
for Irish that is up to date. We intend to concentrate on play-based learning also and have some
projects planned as a staff.

Part B Follow-up actions planned or undertaken since the completion of the inspection
activity to implement the findings and recommendations of the inspection.

Initially, we intend, as a staff, to draw up a plan for Irish that is in line with the Primary Language
Curriculum, in every element of our teaching. We understand as a staff, how important it is to
have a plan. There will be continuity among the staff and there will be an emphasis placed on
this. As directed by the latest Primary Language Curriculum on-line seminar, we are unanimous
on the importance of vocabulary and vocabulary acquisition from third class on. We are also as
a staff, going to concentrate on the writing genres simultaneously, for a specified term during
the year. This will help with whole-school initiatives such as letters and prose composition, at
the same time of the year.

In infants, there will be a greater emphasis on phonological awareness for reading and early
literacy skills. We are going to implement a phonics programme in September 2023 that will
provide greater opportunities for language acquisition. Also, we intend to place a greater
emphasis on natural language that comes from play during Aistear. There will be two learning-
support teachers working closely with the class teachers to improve this important time.
However, we are proud of the standard of English reading in our school and proud also of the
standard of spoken Irish that has been achieved. Therefore, we are going to continue with the
current work being done on early literacy skills in English.

We will hang signs during the summer for yard games with nature vocabulary and suitable yard
language printed on them. We will continue to use language in playful situations with the
organisation of competitions and whole-school events to reinforce the opportunities for
conversation.

We will continue to place emphasis on oral language, excursions and guest speakers to show
the children the language in real-life situations. We will take part in the Gaelinn competition and
link with local Gaelscoileanna during the year to provide opportunities for the children to use the
language outside of the classroom. We will use schemes of work such as Séidean Si and
technological resources to place a greater emphasis on play-based learning in every class.
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