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INFORMATION ON THE INSPECTION

Date of inspection 19 and 20 January 2C

I nspection activities undertaken » Observation of teaching and learning during fiy

* Review of relevant documents class periods

» Discussion with principal and teachers » Examination of students’ work

* Interaction with students » Feedback to principal, deputy principal and
teachers

MAIN FINDINGS
« Overall, the quality of teaching and learning ie thssons observed was good.
e Spanish was used as the main language of instructimost lessons.
« A very positive atmosphere, which was conducivieaoning, was observed in all lessons.

» Avariety of appropriate teaching and learning rodtiiogies was observed in lessons, but
there was an over-reliance on grammar and traaslatimost classes.

» Teachers’ approaches to the assessment of studeitteh work varied across lessons and
this requires development and greater consistency.

» There is very good provision for Spanish within giedool.

MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS
« Teachers should give students opportunities to pudetie written language independently.
e Teachers should ensure that grammar is taughtitexo

» All teachers should provide formative comments toidents’ written work.




INTRODUCTION

Dominican College Muckross Park is a voluntary selesy school, under the trusteeship of Le
Chéile Trust, with a current enrolment of 703 giflee Junior Certificate and Leaving Certificate
are provided in the school, as well as a compul3oansition Year (TY) programme.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Overall, the quality of teaching and learning ia tessons observed was good.

Spanish was used as the main language of instructimost lessons. This is good practice
as it exposes students to the target languageh&esashould ensure that they use Spanish
as the main language of instruction in all lessons.

Students’ oral use of the target language wasititeitl to some extent in all lessons. To
build on this good practice, teachers should avhibpportunities to further facilitate
students’ speaking the target language. Studeotddsie taught phrases and structures
that enable them to communicate through Spanishnwiarying out group or pair
activities and teachers should encourage studentsomduct class activities through
Spanish.

Lesson content was outlined at the beginning oftdessons. This good practice should
be extended by expressing content in terms of ilegimtentions and reviewing these

learning intentions at the end of lessons. Suapanoach would enhance the consolidation
of students’ learning.

A variety of appropriate methodologies was obselineldssons. However, there was an
over-reliance on grammar and translation in moassgs. Students should be given
opportunities to manipulate written language inaejeatly, which teachers should then
correct, providing formative feedback on how studeran improve their work. Grammar
should be taught in context and a discovery-baggmoach should be considered to
encourage students to actively engage in theirleaming.

Almost all students were motivated and engage@ssdns. A range of student abilities
was observed in lessons and, in a small minoritesdgons, a differentiated approach was
taken to questioning, which is good practice. Irédgsommended that all teachers use
differentiation strategies in their lessons to haldents to fully access the curriculum. It
is suggested that teachers avail of professionadldpment in this area.

A very positive atmosphere, which was conducivieeéoning, was observed in all lessons
and student behaviour was impeccable throughoassBbom management was very good.
There was a very good pace in lessons and tramsiti@tween activities were well
managed.

Colourful displays of student work, which enabléddents to showcase their language
skills and take pride in their work, were seenlirtlassrooms.

Teachers’ approaches to written assessment variedsalessons. A review of copybooks
revealed that students corrected their work rebuiar class through the use of self-
marking and peer-marking. Some correction of woykthe teacher was evident, with
formative comments observed in a few copybookss ltecommended that the good
practice of writing formative comments to guided&nt improvement be implemented by
all teachers.



SUBJECT PROVISION AND WHOLE SCHOOL SUPPORT

There is very good provision for Spanish within 8whool. There is very good student
access to languages, with students having theroftistudy two languages up to Leaving
Certificate level.

All classrooms are equipped with projectors andomputer for use in teaching and
learning.

Teachers are based in their own classrooms whigkiabled them to provide a print-rich
environment that supports student learning.

The school supports the professional developmesiadf and members of the department
have availed of opportunities to attend profesdideselopment courses.

PLANNING AND PREPARATION

Overall, the quality of planning in the departmesais good.

Departmental meetings are held regularly and mgnate maintained appropriately. The

minutes reveal, however, that meetings focus oniradiration issues. It is recommended

that the discussion of a teaching or learning issuiecluded on each agenda. Time should
also be allocated for the analysis of certificatamination results at departmental level

and these analyses should then be used to inf@nmiplg.

A good start has been made to planning, but cdariqlanning for year groups varies in
quality. The better plans included theme-baseahiegrobjectives linked to theme-specific
methodologies, resources and assessments. Hypgetidimksources were included in some
plans, as were theme-specific references to liyegad numeracy, where appropriate. This
very good practice should be adopted for all plans.

Planning for resources to be used in lessons vahednost instances, teachers used
appropriately-chosen handouts to support learrang, information and communication
technology (ICT) was used in a small number ofdasgo support teaching. There is scope
for the development of creative planning, in tewhshe use of ICT to support teaching
and learning.

The department has developed an assessment plah witludes reference to some

formative assessment strategies. It is recommeatdhb department expand the range of
formative strategies that could be used to supgtadent learning and that teachers then
implement these consistently in their lessons. éaibnal development in this area is
suggested.

The draft findings and recommendations arising ajuthis evaluation were discussed with the
principal/deputy principal/subject teachers at ttomclusion of the evaluation. The board of
management of the school was given an opportuaigotnment in writing on the findings and
recommendations of the report, and the respon®dfoard will be found in the appendix of this

report.
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Appendix

SCHOOL RESPONSE TO THE REPORT

Submitted by the Board of Management



Part A Observationson the content of the inspection report

Part B Follow-up actions planned or undertaken since the completion of theinspection
activity to implement the findings and recommendations of the inspection.

The Board of Management welcomes the very posigpert on the teaching and learning of
Spanish in the school. The report acknowledgesehgpositive atmosphere which is conductive
to learning and the very good provision for Spamighin the school.

The Board of Management wishes to congratulatécthehers of Spanish on this very positive
report. The Board of Management would like to thdrkInspector for the courteous and
professional manner in which the inspection wasiooted.

0 The first recommendation proposing that studentgiven the opportunity to ‘manipulate
the written language independently’ has already lieegrated into the teaching and
learning process as a matter of course since talMeedback session with the
inspector.

0 The second recommendation is also currently baiiogted and the Subject Planning
documentation will reflect this.

0 The third recommendation re formative commentstodents’ written work is also
underway.

The management further intends to provide CPDéonthole staff on the area of
Formative Assessment.



