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Follow-through inspection activities

The following activities took place in the course of the follow-through inspection

e Meeting with Principal.
e [Interview with relevant teachers.

e Review of school documentation and records and pupils' work.

e Observation of teaching and learning.
e Interaction with pupils.

Recommendation in original inspection
report

Progress achieved to date on implementation of recommendation

Staff should adopt a revised and agreed
approach to short-term planning with clear
identification of learning objectives.

Very good progress

An agreed common approach to individual teacher planning is now
implemented on a whole-school basis. Clear curriculum objectives are
recorded in the teachers’ short-term planning documents.

More challenging and differentiated learning
opportunities should be provided for pupils.

Very good progress

A range of activities have been introduced to provide pupils with
more challenging and differentiated work across the curriculum. The
school has also availed of Poetry Ireland’s Writer in Residence scheme
to further develop and challenge pupils’ poetry writing skills.

The communicative approach to the teaching
of Irish should be further developed and
extended.

Very good progress

A broad range of approaches is currently being implemented to
provide regular opportunities for pupils to use the language in a
communicative manner. The communicative approach to language
learning is now a feature of all Irish lessons. Pupils are also taught
vocabulary to use outside the classroom in an informal manner.
Teachers have commenced teaching other subjects through Irish
from time to time to further develop pupils’ confidence and
competence in the language.

Parents should be afforded a more central role
in policy formulation and review.

Very good progress

All parents now receive a draft of new and revised policies for their
consideration. Parents’ submissions are taken into consideration by
the board of management prior to ratification of these policies.

Assessment practices should be further
developed and extended.

Good progress




Pupils engage in self-assessment practices in a range of curriculum
areas. Clear guidance is provided to the pupils to support constructive
self-assessment of their work. Samples of work are maintained by the
pupils in folders. The implementation of an objective-based
assessment across the curriculum would further enhance practice in
this area.

Summary of findings

e The school has made very good progress on almost all of the key recommendations contained in the WSE-
MLL report. While good progress has been achieved in developing assessment practices, there is further scope
for development in this area.

Recommendations

e The school should continue to develop assessment practices across the curriculum using specific objectives
to monitor and track pupil progress.

The board of management of the school was given an opportunity to comment on the findings and
recommendations of the report; the board chose to accept the report without response.
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