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Tá an tuairisc seo scríofa i nGaeilge. Tá aistriúchán Béarla den tuairisc ar fáil ag deireadh na 

tuairisce. 

This report is written in Irish. An English translation of the report is provided at the end of the 

report 

Cad is meastóireacht curaclaim ann? 
Déanann Meastóireachtaí Curaclaim tuairisciú ar cháilíocht an teagaisc agus na foghlama in 
ábhair faoi leith i gCuraclam na Bunscoile (1999) agus Curaclam Teanga na Bunscoile (2019). 
Dearbhaíonn siad dea-chleachtas agus déanann siad moltaí, nuair is cuí, d’fhonn cuidiú forbairt 
bhreise a dhéanamh ar an ábhar sa scoil. 

Conas an tuairisc seo a léamh 

Le linn na cigireachta seo, rinne an cigire meastóireacht ar fhoghlaim agus ar theagasc sna 
hAmharcealaíona faoi na ceannteidil seo a leanas: 

1. Cáilíocht thorthaí foghlama na ndaltaí 
2. Ag tacú le foghlaim na ndaltaí trí eispéiris foghlama agus trí chleachtas na múinteoirí  
3. Éifeachtacht phleanáil scoile, lena n-áirítear FMS, ag cur foghlaim na ndaltaí chun cinn  
 

Tugann na cigirí cur síos ar an gcáilíocht a bhaineann le gach ceann de na réimsí sin agus iad 
ag baint úsáid as contanam cáilíochta na Cigireachta a thaispeántar ar leathanach deiridh na 
tuairisce seo. Soláthraíonn an contanam cáilíochta samplaí den teanga a úsáideann cigirí agus 
iad ag déanamh meastóireacht agus ag cur síos ar cháilíocht sholáthar na scoile i ngach 
réimse. 

San áireamh sa tuairisc meastóireachta curaclaim seo tá leathanach oiriúnach do scoláirí a 
thugann eolas do na páistí/daoine óga i do scoil faoin gcigireacht a tharla le déanaí. Imlíníonn 
sé cuid de na príomhthorthaí agus de na príomh-mholtaí dóibh. 

Tugadh deis do bhord bainistíochta na scoile ar a thuairim a léiriú  ar thorthaí agus ar mholtaí 
na tuairisce i scríbhinn, agus beidh freagra an bhoird ar fáil san aguisín atá leis an tuairisc seo.  

 

Gníomhaíochtaí na scoile chun leanaí a chumhdach agus 

chun bulaíocht a chosc agus dul i ngleic léi 
 
 

Le linn chuairt na cigireachta, rinneadh na seiceálacha seo a leanas maidir le nósanna 
imeachta um chosaint leanaí agus gnásanna frithbhulaíochta: 

Cosaint Leanaí Frithbhulaíocht 

1. Tá ainm an duine idirchaidrimh ainmnithe 
(DIA) agus an Ráiteas um Chumhdach 
Leanaí ar taispeáint go feiceálach gar do 
phríomhdhoras na scoile. 

2. Tá an Ráiteas um Chumhdach Leanaí 
faofa ag an mbord agus tá athbhreithniú 
bliantúil agus measúnú riosca mar chuid 
den ráiteas. 

3. Thuairiscigh gach múinteoir ar tugadh 
cuairt orthu go bhfuil an Ráiteas um 
Chumhdach Leanaí léite acu agus go 
dtuigeann said a bhfreagrachtaí mar  
dhaoine atá faoi shainordú. 

1. Tá polasaí frithbhulaíochta forbartha ag 
an scoil, a shásaíonn na Gnásanna 
Frithbhulaíochta Bunscoile agus 
Iarbhunscoile (2013) nó Bí Cineálta 
(2024) agus athbhreithnítear an polasaí 
seo go bliantúil. 

2. Tá polasaí reatha frithbhulaíochta na 
scoile foilsithe ar a láithreán gréasáin 
agus/nó tá fáil go héasca air do bhaill 
an bhoird bainistíochta, do mhúinteoirí, 
do thuismitheoirí agus do dhaltaí. 

 
Chomhlíon an scoil na riachtanais maidir le gach ceann de na seiceálacha thuas.  

  



Meastóireacht Curaclaim 

Dáta na cigireachta  16/10/2024 

Na gníomhaíochtaí cigireachta ar tugadh 
fúthu 

 Plé leis an bpríomhoide agus leis na 

múinteoirí 

 Athbhreithniú ar cháipéisí ábhartha  

 Agallamh le fócasghrúpa daltaí 

 Breathnóireacht ar theagasc agus ar 
fhoghlaim  

 Scrúdú ar obair na ndaltaí  

 Caidreamh le daltaí  

 Aiseolas don phríomhoide agus do na 
múinteoirí 

. 
 

Comhthéacs na scoile 
Is bunscoil chomhoideachasúil í Scoil Náisiúnta Corrchloch, suite i gCorrchloch, Béal an 
Mhuirthead, Co. Mhaigh Eo. Is scoil Ghaeltachta í a ghlacann páirt i gComhionannas 
Deiseanna sna Scoileanna a Sheachadadh (DEIS), plean gnímh na Roinne Oideachais do 
chuimsiú oideachais. Is é Ardeaspag Caitliceach Thuama pátrún na scoile.  

Tá ceathrar mhúinteoirí phríomhshrutha, an príomhoide san áireamh, sa scoil. Tá beirt 
mhúinteoirí oideachais speisialta (MOS) lonnaithe sa scoil, mar aon le MOS amháin atá 
lonnaithe i scoil eile. Bhí naonúr ndaltaí is seachtó ar na rollaí ag am na cigireachta.  

 

Achoimre ar na príomhchinntí agus moltaí 

Cinntí 

 Bhí cáilíocht thorthaí foghlama na ndaltaí sna hAmharcealaíona an-mhaith. 

 Bhí cáilíocht eispéiris foghlama na ndaltaí sna hAmharcealaíona an-mhaith ar an 

iomlán. 

 Bhí cáilíocht cleachtais na múinteoirí sna hAmharcealaíona an-mhaith. 

 Bhí cáilíocht na pleanála scoile do na hAmharcealaíona, pleanáil ghníomhaíochta DEIS 

san áireamh, an-mhaith. 

Moltaí 

 Ba chóir do na múinteoirí níos mó saoirse a thabhairt do na daltaí a n-ealaín féin a 

dhéanamh, le níos lú béime ar ealaín theimpléid-bhunaithe. 

 Ba chóir don fhoireann cur chuige scoile uile a aontú do choinneáil bailiúcháin oibre 

ealaíne na ndaltaí.  

 

Mionchinntí agus moltaí 
 

1. Cáilíocht thorthaí foghlama na ndaltaí 
 
Bhí cáilíocht thorthaí foghlama na ndaltaí sna hAmharcealaíona an-mhaith. Bhí na daltaí i 
ngach seomra ranga dea-spreagtha agus an-díograiseach sna ceachtanna agus 
gníomhaíochtaí uile a breathnaíodh. Bhí caidreamh an-dearfach le sonrú i rith na 
meastóireachta, leis na daltaí ag obair agus idirghníomhiú le chéile agus lena múinteoirí go 
han-éifeachtach.  
 
Bhí na daltaí ag gach rang-leibhéal an-líofa agus muiníneach agus iad ag caint faoin a gcuid 
oibre ealaíne. Bhí stór focal an-leathan acu chun ealaín a phlé; labhair siad faoi eilimintí na 
healaíne, dathanna, ábhair éagsúla, líníocht, agus dealbhóireacht. Thaispeáin na daltaí ag 
beagnach gach rang-leibhéal eolas an-mhaith ar shaolta agus ar oibreacha tábhachtacha na n-



ealaíontóirí móra ar a rinne siad staidéar, mar shampla, Leonardo, Michelangelo, Picasso agus 
Andy Warhol.  
 
I measc na ngaiscí ealaíne ard-cháilithe a rinne na daltaí, agus a bhí le feiceáil laistigh agus 
lasmuigh de na seomraí ranga, bhí taispeántas álainn i bpasáiste na scoile de léirithe na ndaltaí 
ar An Oíche Réaltach le Vincent Van Gogh. Chomh maith leis sin, bhí na daltaí páirteach i 
gcruthú Capall Adhmaid na Traí mór, déanta as cairtchlár, do léiriú drámaíochta an bhliain seo 
caite. Bhí ar na daltaí scileanna ealaíne éagsúla a úsáid chun an tionscadal seo a chur i gcrích.  
 
Coinníodh cnuasacha samplaí oibre trasna an churaclaim sa scoil, mar thaifead ar dhul chun 
cinn dhaltaí aonair. Bhí roinnt samplaí d’obair ealaíne na ndaltaí san áireamh sna cnuasacha 
seo, cé gur tuairiscíodh gur seoladh abhaile an chuid ba mhó de shaothar ealaíne na ndaltaí i 
rith na bliana. Coinníodh bailiúcháin oibre ealaíne go sonrach i roinnt ranganna. B’fhiú an cur 
chuige do choinneáil oibre ealaíne na ndaltaí a chomhordú ar bhonn scoile-uile. D’fhéadfaí na 
bailiúcháin oibre seo a fheidhmiú mar áis mheasúnaithe do dhaltaí sna hAmharcealaíona, mar 
aon le deis a thabhairt do dhaltaí a n-éachtaí ealaíne a cheiliúradh.  
 

2. Tacú le foghlaim na ndaltaí: Eispéiris na 

bhfoghlaimeoirí agus cleachtas na múinteoirí 
 

Bhí an tacú le foghlaim na ndaltaí sna hAmharcealaíona an-mhaith ar an iomlán. Bhain 
ardchaighdeán leis na heispéiris foghlama a bhí ag na daltaí ag beagnach gach rang-leibhéal. 
Leagadh béim ar scileanna ealaíne a fhorbairt, chomh maith le deiseanna rialta a chur ar fáil 
ealaín a dhéanamh. Bhí rogha an-leathan ábhar ealaíne ar fáil sna ranganna uile, lena n-áiríodh 
pinn luaidhe ildaite, criáin, marcóirí, péint, pastail ola, agus ábhair d’ealaín thríthoiseach a 
dhéanamh, mar shampla cré, ábhair tógála eile, agus fabraic agus snáithín. Bhí sé soiléir freisin 
gur tugadh aird do bhreathnú ar ealaín agus freagairt di. 
 
Sna ceachtanna a breathnaíodh ar lá na meastóireachta, sonraíodh go bhfuair na daltaí go leor 
deiseanna oibriú le chéile i bpéirí agus i ngrúpaí. Nuair a bhí siad ag obair le chéile, bhí an 
chaint agus plé eatarthu bríomhar, fonnmhar agus fiúntach. Bhí comhsheasmhacht sna 
ceachtanna ó rang na naíonán go rang a sé. Bhí leanúnachas agus dul chun cinn san obair le 
sonrú freisin. 
 
Bhí cleachtas na múinteoirí an-mhaith. Bhain struchtúr agus luas an-mhaith leis na 
gceachtanna go léir a breathnaíodh. Thug na múinteoirí spreagadh éifeachtach do na daltaí i 
ngach rang. Rinne siad deimhin de go raibh gach dalta rannpháirteach sna cleachtaí agus thug 
siad cabhair do dhaltaí aonair nuair a bhí gá leis. Bhí an chuid ba mhó de na múinteoirí an-
chumasach ag míniú agus ag taispeáint cén chaoi na gníomhaíochtaí éagsúla a dhéanamh. 
Bhain roinnt múinteoirí úsáid éifeachtach as teicneolaíocht digiteach chun ceachtanna a 
shaibhriú.  
 
Sonraíodh gur leag roinnt múinteoirí an iomarca béime ar threoracha a bhí ró-fhoirmiúil agus 
díritheach. Bhí sé soiléir go ndearnadh é seo ar chúiseanna dearfacha, mar shampla chun 
caighdeán seasmhach in obair na ndaltaí a chur chun tosaigh. B’fhiú, in ionad seo, ligean do na 
daltaí ag gach rang-leibhéal a smaointe cruthaitheacha agus nuálaíocha a chleachtadh níos 
minice. Mar chuid lárnach de seo, moltar níos lú úsáide a bhaint as teimpléid réamhdhéanta. Ba 
chóir níos mó saoirse a thabhairt do na daltaí a bheith samhlaíoch i ndéanamh a gcuid ealaíne 
féin. 
 
Sa chruinniú leis an bhfócasghrúpa, thuairiscigh na daltaí gur thaitin na hAmharcealaíona go 
mór leo. Bhí siad an-tógtha, go háirithe, le líníocht, péintéil, dathú, úsáid ábhair dhifriúla, agus 
tógáil, mar shampla le cré. Dúirt siad freisin go raibh sé an-deas nuair a bhí siad in ann oibriú le 
chéile ar thionscadal ealaíne, mar shampla feistis agus maisiúcháin a dhéanamh do cheiliúrach 
i rith na bliana. Luaigh siad Oíche Shamhna, an Nollaig, Lá Fhéile Vailintín, Lá Fhéile Pádraig, 
agus Lá na Máithreacha, go sonrach. 
 
Chuir na daltaí in iúl go raibh sé níos éasca dóibh foghlaim i gceachtanna Amharcealaíona 
nuair a mhínigh na múinteoirí rudaí go soiléir agus nuair a thaispeáin na múinteoirí conas 



scileanna nua a chleachtadh. Dúirt siad gur chabhraigh úsáid pictiúir, ar an gclár bán 
idirghníomhach san áireamh, go mór lena dtuiscint a mhéadú. 
 
 

3. Éifeachtacht phleanáil scoile, féinmheastóireacht scoile 

san áireamh, ag cur foghlaim na ndaltaí chun cinn 
 
Bhí éifeachtacht phleanáil scoile, chun foghlama na ndaltaí a chur chun cinn sna 
hAmharcealaíona, an-mhaith. Chuir na múinteoirí plean scoile uile do na hAmharcealaíona le 
chéile a bhí cuimsitheach agus soiléir. Bhí an phleanáil seo, agus pleanáil na múinteoirí aonair, 
ag teacht le próiseas na pleanála gnímh DEIS na scoile, go háirithe le cúrsaí a bhain le 
tinreamh, coinneáil, agus comhpháirtíocht le tuismitheoirí agus leis an bpobal áitiúil a mhéadú.  
 
Bhí moladh tuillte ag ceannairí na scoile as an gcomhoibriú an-éifeachtach a léirigh siad thar na 
blianta beaga anuas. Bhí an chomhpháirtíocht eiseamláireach idir an phríomhoide agus an 
phríomhoide tánaisteach le moladh go speisialta. Bhí sé soiléir gur chuidigh an dea-chaidreamh 
oibre seo, agus an dea-chaidreamh i measc na foirne uile, go mór le foghlaim na ndaltaí a chur 
chun cinn, ní hamháin sna hAmharcealaíona, ach sna hábhair eile trasna an churaclaim.  
 

 
  



Le haghaidh dhaltaí  Scoil 

Náisiúnta Chorrchloch faoina gcuid 

foghlama sna hAmharcealaíona 

Dáta na cigireachta: 

16/10/2024 

 
 

  

 

Réamhrá  

Rinneadh cigireacht ar Ealaín (na hAmharcealaíona) i 
do scoil le déanaí. Ar an leathanach seo, deántar cur 
síos ar an méid a fuair an cigire amach agus tugtar 
smaointe ann faoi na rudaí a d’fhéadfadh an scoil a 
dhéanamh chun an fhoghlaim a fheabhsú. 

 

 

 

Cad a rinne an cigire i rith na cuairte? 

Thug an cigire cuairt ar sheomraí ranga agus labhair 
siad leis na múinteoirí agus na daltaí faoin obair a bhí 
ar siúl acu. Chas an cigire le grúpa fócais daltaí freisin 
chun labhairt leo faoina gcuid foghlama. 

 

 

 

Cad a fuair an cigire amach? 

Seo roinnt de na príomhrudaí: 

 Bhí foghlaim na ndaltaí san Ealaín an-mhaith 

 Bhí ceachtanna ealaíne suimiúil agus 

taitneamhach  

 Mhúin na múinteoirí Ealaín go han-mhaith 

 D’ullmhaigh na múinteoirí réimse gníomhaíochtaí 

éagsúla do cheachtanna ealaíne. 

 

 

 

Cad a dúirt an cigire a bhí le déanamh ag an scoil 

chun an fhoghlaim a fheabhsú? 

 Ba chóir ligean do dhaltaí a n-ealaín féin a 

dhéanamh níos minice.  

 Ba chóir bailiúcháin oibre a choinneáil de 

shaothar ealaíne gach dalta. 

 

 

Go raibh maith agat as an am a ghlacadh chun an leathanach seo a 

léamh. Gabhtar buíochas speisialta leis na daltaí a ghlac páirt sa 

ghrúpa fócais. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Aguisín 

 
 

Freagra na Scoile ar an Tuairisc 

 
 

Arna chur isteach ag an Bord Bainistíochta 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cuid A:      Tuairimí ar ábhar na tuairisce scoile 

 

 

Bhí meastóireacht an-dearfach againn. Bhí an cigire an-phroifisiúnta agus realaíoch le linn na 
cuairte. Glacaimid leis na moltai atá luaite sa tuairisc. Aithnímid go bhfuil sé an-tábhachtach 
saoirse a thabhairt do leanaí iad féin a chur in iúl trí mheán na healaíne. Cé go bhfuil punanna 
oibre againn tríd na scoile, aontaímid gur deas an smaoineamh é cuntas d’obair na bpáistí ó 
thaobh na healaíne de a choinneáil trí thuras iomlán na bpáistí inár scoil. Is deas an rud é obair 
na bpáistí a cheiliúradh. Bhíomar an-sásta gur thug an cigire ardmholadh dúinn ó thaobh 
bainistíochta na scoile de agus ó thaobh an dea-chleachtas atá ar siúl tríd na scoile. 

 

 

Cuid B:     Gníomhartha leantacha a rinneadh nó atá beartaithe le déanamh ó cuireadh 
críoch leis an ngníomhaíocht chigireachta chun tátail agus moltaí na cigireachta a chur I 
bhfeidhm 

 

                                             (Folamh) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Contanam cáilíochta na cigireachta 

Déanann cigirí cur síos ar cháilíocht an tsoláthair sa scoil agus feidhm á baint acu as contanam 
cáilíochta na cigireachta a thaispeántar thíos. Tugann an contanam cáilíochta samplaí den 
teanga a úsáideann cigirí nuair a bhíonn siad ag déanamh meastóireachta agus ag cur síos ar 
cháilíocht sholáthar na scoile do gach réimse. 

Leibhéal Cur síos Samplaí de na téarmaí tuairisciúla 

Ar fheabhas Is é atá i gceist le soláthar atá ar 
fheabhas ná soláthar atá 
eiseamláireach chun freastal a 
dhéanamh ar riachtanais na 
bhfoghlaimeoirí. Is eiseamláir de 
chaighdeáin rí-ard é do scoileanna 
agus do shuíomhanna eile. 

Ar fheabhas; eiseamláireach; 
sármhaith; ar sárchaighdeán; 
láidreachtaí an-suntasach ag baint leis 

An-mhaith Is é atá i gceist le soláthar an-
mhaith ná soláthar atá an-
éifeachtach agus ar chaighdeán an-
ard chun freastal a dhéanamh ar 
riachtanais na bhfoghlaimeoirí. 
D'fhéadfaí tógáil ar na láidreachtaí atá 
ann cheana féin chun caighdeán den 
scoth a bhaint amach.  

An-mhaith; ar chaighdeán an-ard; 
cleachtas an-éifeachtach; le 
hardmholadh; an-rathúil 

Go maith Is é atá i gceist le soláthar atá go  
maith ná soláthar atá éifeachtach 
chun freastal a dhéanamh ar 
riachtanais na bhfoghlaimeoirí. Is gá 
tógáil ar na láidreachtaí atá ann 
cheana féin chun aghaidh a thabhairt 
ar na gnéithe atá le forbairt agus 
caighdeán an-mhaith a bhaint amach.  

Go maith; ar cháilíocht mhaith; 
cleachtas éifeachtach; fónta; inmholta; 
caighdeán maith; níos mó láidreachtaí 
ná laigí; soláthar cuí cé go bhfuil roinnt 
féidearthachtaí chun feabhais ann 

Teastaíonn 
feabhas 
chun 
caighdeán 
maith a 
bhaint 
amach 

Níl an soláthar a éilíonn feabhas 
chun dea-chaighdeán a bhaint 
amach sách éifeachtach chun 
freastal a dhéanamh ar riachtanais na 
bhfoghlaimeoirí. Is gá aghaidh a 
thabhairt ar easnaimh áirithe gan 
mhoill chun a chinntiú go bhfuil an 
soláthar ar chaighdeán maith nó níos 
fearr. 

Measartha; níos lú ná éifeachtach; níos 
lú ná sásúil; is léir go bhfuil laigí 
follasacha ag dul i bhfeidhm ar an 
bhfoghlaim; deacrachtaí ann; níos mó 
laigí ná láidreachtaí; ní mór réimsí 
sonraithe a fheabhsú; gníomhaíocht 
chun feabhais de dhíth  

 

Teastaíonn 
feabhas 
suntasach 
chun 
caighdeán 
maith a 
bhaint 
amach 

Níl an soláthar a éilíonn feabhas 
suntasach chun caighdeán maith a 
bhaint amach ag freastal ar 
riachtanais na bhfoghlaimeoirí. Tá gá 
láithreach le gníomhaíocht 
shuntasach chun aghaidh a thabhairt 
ar na réimsí imní.  

Lag; neamhéifeachtach; easnamhach; 
do-ghlactha; deacrachtaí suntasacha 
ann; easnaimh thromchúiseacha sna 
réimsí a ndearnadh meastóireacht 
orthu; gá le hathrú, forbairt agus 
feabhsú suntasach chun a bheith 
éifeachtach 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Curriculum Evaluation: Visual 
Arts  
Report 
 

 

REPORT 

 

 

Ainm na scoile/School name Scoil Náisiúnta Corrchloch 

Seoladh na scoile/School address Corrchloch 
Belmullet 
Co. Mayo 

Uimhir rolla/Roll number 15014S 

Dáta na cigireachta/ 
Date of evaluation 

16/10/2024 

 

 

  



What is a curriculum evaluation?  
Curriculum evaluations report on the quality of teaching and learning in specific subjects of the 
Primary School Curriculum (1999) and the Primary Language Curriculum (2019). They affirm 
good practice and make recommendations, where appropriate, to aid the further development of 
the subject in the school. 

How to read this report 
During this inspection, the inspector evaluated learning and teaching in Visual Arts under the 
following headings: 

1.    Quality of pupils’ learning outcomes 
2.    Supporting pupils’ learning through learning experiences and teachers’ practice  
3.    The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE, in progressing pupils’ learning 
 

Inspectors describe the quality of each of these areas using the Inspectorate’s quality 
continuum which is shown on the final page of this report. The quality continuum provides 
examples of the language used by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the 
school’s provision in each area.  

Included in this curriculum evaluation report is a pupil-friendly page that provides information for 
the children/young people in your school about the inspection that occurred recently. It outlines 
for them some of the main findings and recommendations.  

The board of management of the school was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the 
findings and recommendations of the report, and the response of the board will be found in the 
appendix of this report. 

 

Actions of the school to safeguard children and prevent 

and tackle bullying 
 

During the inspection visit, the following checks in relation to the school’s child protection and 
anti-bullying procedures were conducted: 

Child Protection Anti-bullying 

4. The name of the DLP and the Child 
Safeguarding Statement are prominently 
displayed near the main entrance to the 
school. 

5. The Child Safeguarding Statement has 
been ratified by the board and includes 
an annual review and a risk assessment. 

6. All teachers visited reported that they 
have read the Child Safeguarding 
Statement and that they are aware of 
their responsibilities as mandated 
persons. 

1. The school has developed an anti-
bullying policy that meets the 
requirements of the Anti-Bullying 
Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary 
Schools (2013) or Bí Cineálta (2024) and 
this policy is reviewed annually.  

2. The school’s current anti-bullying policy is 
published on its website and/or is readily 
accessible to board of management 
members, teachers, parents and pupils.  

 

The school met the requirements in relation to each of the checks above. 



Curriculum evaluation 
Date of inspection  16/10/2024 

Inspection activities undertaken 

 Discussion with principal and teachers 

 Review of relevant documents  

 Pupil focus-group interview 

 Observation of teaching and learning  

 Examination of pupils’ work  

 Interaction with pupils  

 Feedback to principal and teachers 

 

 

School context 
Scoil Náisiúnta Corrchloch is a co-educational primary school, located in Corclough, Belmullet, 
Co. Mayo. It is a Gaeltacht school that participates in Delivering Equality of Opportunity in 
Schools (DEIS), the Department of Education's action plan for educational inclusion. The 
Catholic Archbishop of Tuam is the patron of the school.  

The school has four mainstream teachers, including the principal. There are two special 
education teachers (SETs) based in the school, as well as one SET based in another school. 
Seventy-nine pupils were enrolled at the time of the inspection.  

 

Summary of main findings and recommendations: 
Findings 

 The quality of pupils' learning outcomes in Visual Arts was very good.  

 The quality of pupils' learning experiences in Visual Arts was very good overall.  

 The quality of teachers’ practices in the Visual Arts was very good.  

 The quality of school planning for Visual Arts, including DEIS action planning, was very 

good.   

 

Recommendations 

 The teachers should give the pupils more freedom to make their own art, with less 

emphasis on template-based art.  

 The staff should agree a whole-school approach to keeping portfolios of the pupils' 

artwork.  

 

Detailed findings and recommendations 
 

1. The quality of pupils’ learning outcomes 
 
The quality of pupils' learning outcomes in Visual Arts was very good. The pupils in every 
classroom were well motivated and very diligent in all the lessons and activities observed. Very 
positive relationships were noted during the evaluation, with pupils working and interacting very 
effectively with each other and with their teachers.  
 
The pupils at all class levels were very articulate and confident when they spoke about their 
artwork. They had an extensive vocabulary for discussing art; they spoke about the elements of 
art, colours, different materials, drawing, and sculpture. The pupils at almost all class levels 
demonstrated very good knowledge of the lives and important works of the great artists they 
had studied, for example, Leonardo, Michelangelo, Picasso and Andy Warhol.  
 
Among the high-quality works of art the pupils had made, seen inside and outside the 
classrooms, was a beautiful display in the school corridor of pupils' depictions of Vincent Van 
Gogh’s The Starry Night. As well as this, the pupils were involved in creating a large Wooden 
Trojan Horse, made of cardboard, for a drama production last year. The pupils had to use 
various artistic skills to complete this project.  
 



Portfolios of work samples across the curriculum were kept in the school, as a record of 
individual pupils’ progress. These portfolios included some examples of pupils' artwork, 
although it was reported that most of the pupils' artwork was sent home during the year. Art 
portfolos were specifically maintained in come classes. It would be worthwhile co-ordinating the 
approach to recording and retaining pupils' artwork on a whole-school basis. These portfolios 
could serve as a mode of assessment for pupils in the Visual Arts, as well as giving pupils an 
opportunity to celebrate their artistic achievements.  

 

2. Supporting pupils’ learning outcomes through 

learning experiences and teachers’ practice 
 
The support for pupils' learning in the Visual Arts was very good overall. Pupils’ learning 
experiences at almost all class levels were of a high standard. There was an emphasis on 
developing artistic skills, as well as providing regular opportunities to make art. There was an 
extensive selection of art materials available in all classes, including coloured pencils, crayons, 
markers, paint, oil pastels, and materials for making three-dimensional art, such as clay, 
construction materials, and fabric and fibre. It was also clear that attention was given to looking 
at and responding to art.  
 
In the lessons observed on the day of the evaluation, it was noted that pupils had many 
opportunities for pair work and group work. When they were working together, their 
conversation and discussion was lively, enthusiastic and constructive. There was consistency in 
the lessons from the infant classes to sixth class. Continuity and progression were also evident.  
 
The teachers' practice was very good. There was a very good structure and pace to each 
lesson observed. The teachers provided effective encouragement for pupils in all classes. They 
ensured that each pupil participated in the activities and they assisted individual pupils when 
necessary. Most teachers were very competent in explaining and demonstrating how to 
undertake different activities. Some teachers used digital technologies effectively to enrich 
lessons.  
 
It was noted that some teachers placed too much emphasis on instructions that were too formal 
and too directive. It was clear that this was well-intentioned, for example to promote a consistent 
standard in pupils' work. In place of this, it would be worthwhile allowing pupils at all class levels 
to practise their creative and innovative ideas more often. As a key part of this, it is 
recommended that pre-constructed templates be used less often. Pupils should be given more 
freedom to be imaginative in making their own art.  
 
In the focus group meeting, the pupils reported that they really enjoyed Visual Arts. They were 
particularly keen on drawing, painting, colouring, using different materials, and constructing 
things, for example with clay. They also said that it was very nice when they were able to work 
together on an art project, for example making costumes and decorations for celebrations 
throughout the year. They specifically mentioned Halloween, Christmas, St Valentine's Day, St 
Patrick's Day, and Mothers’ Day.  
 
The pupils indicated that it was easier for them to learn in Visual Arts lessons when the teachers 
explained things clearly and when the teachers demonstrated how to practise new skills. They 
said that the use of pictures, including on the interactive whiteboard, really helped to increase 
their understanding.  
 
 

3. The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE, 

in progressing pupils’ learning 
 
The effectiveness of school planning, to progress pupils' learning in Visual Arts, was very good. 
The teachers put together a whole school plan for Visual Arts that was comprehensive and 
clear. This planning, and individual teachers’ planning, was in line with the school's DEIS action 



planning process, especially in matters related to increasing attendance, retention, and 
partnership with parents and the local community.  
 
The school leaders deserved praise for the very effective collaboration they demonstrated in 
recent years. In particular, the exemplary partnership between the principal and deputy principal 
was commendable. It was clear that this good working relationship, and the good relationships 
among all staff, was very helpful in progressing pupils' learning, not only in the Visual Arts, but 
in the other subjects across the curriculum.  
 
 
  



For the pupils of Scoil Náisiúnta 

Corrchloch about their learning in 

Visual Arts  

Date of inspection: 16/10/2024 

 

 

 

Introduction  

Your school had an inspection of Art (Visual Arts) 
recently. This page for pupils describes what the 
inspector found and gives ideas about what the school 
should do to make learning better. 

 

 

  

Meeting with pupils  

The inspector visited classrooms and talked to 
teachers and pupils about the work they were doing. 
An inspector also met with a focus group of pupils to 
talk to them about their learning. 

 

 

 

What did the inspector find? 

Here are some of the main things: 

 The pupils' learning in Art was very good. 

 Art lessons were interesting and enjoyable.  

 The teachers taught Art very well. 

 The teachers prepared a range of different 

activities for art lessons. 

 

 

 

 

What did the inspector say the school should do 

to make learning better? 

 Pupils should be allowed to make their own art 

more often.  

 Portfolios should be kept of each pupil's artwork. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this page. 

A special thank you to pupils who took part in the focus group. 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL RESPONSE TO THE REPORT 
 

 
 

 
Submitted by the Board of Management 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Part A Observations on the content of the inspection report      

 

We had a very positive evaluation. The inspector was very professional and realistic during the 
visit. We accept the recommendations made in the report. We recognise that it is very important 
to give children the freedom to express themselves through the medium of art. Although we 
maintain collections of work throughout the school, we agree that it is a nice idea to keep a 
record of the pupils’ artwork throughout their entire journey in our school. It is nice to celebrate 
the pupils’ work. We were very pleased that the inspector acknowledged the school 
management and the good practice seen throughout the school.  

 

Part B   Follow-up actions planned or undertaken since the completion of the inspection 
activity to implement the findings and recommendations of the inspection.      

                                                     (Blank)      

  

 

 

 
(This is a translation of the school response submitted by the board of management.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

The Inspectorate’s Quality Continuum 
Inspectors describe the quality of provision in the school using the Inspectorate’s quality 
continuum which is shown below. The quality continuum provides examples of the language used 
by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the school’s provision of each area. 

Level Description Examples of descriptive terms 

Excellent Provision that is excellent is 
exemplary in meeting the needs of 
learners. This provision provides an 
example for other schools and 
settings of exceptionally high 
standards of provision. 

Excellent; exemplary; outstanding; 
exceptionally high standard; with very 
significant strengths 

Very good Provision that is very good is very 
effective in meeting the needs of 
learners and is of a very high 
standard. There is potential to build 
on existing strengths to achieve an 
excellent standard.  

Very good; of a very high quality; very 
effective practice; highly commendable; 
very successful 

Good Provision that is good is effective in 
meeting the needs of learners. There 
is need to build on existing strengths 
in order to address the aspects to be 
developed and achieve a very good 
standard.  

Good; of good quality; effective 
practice; competent; useful; 
commendable; good standard; 
strengths outweigh the shortcomings; 
appropriate provision although some 
possibilities for improvement exist 

Requires 
improvement 
to achieve a 
good 
standard 

Provision that requires 
improvement to achieve a good 
standard is not sufficiently effective 
in meeting the needs of learners. 
There is need to address certain 
deficiencies without delay in order to 
ensure that provision is good or 
better. 

Fair; less than effective; less than 
sufficient; evident weaknesses that are 
impacting on learning; experiencing 
difficulty; shortcomings outweigh 
strengths; must improve in specified 
areas; action required to improve 

 

Requires 
significant 
improvement 
to achieve a 
good 
standard 

Provision that requires significant 
improvement to achieve a good 
standard is not meeting the needs of 
learners. There is immediate need for 
significant action to address the 
areas of concern.  

Weak; poor; ineffective; insufficient; 
unacceptable; experiencing significant 
difficulties; serious deficiencies in the 
areas evaluated; requiring significant 
change, development and 
improvement to be effective 
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