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REPORT 
ON 

THE QUALITY OF LEARNING AND TEACHING IN ENGLISH  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
INFORMATION ON THE INSPECTION 
 
Dates of inspection 31 March & 1 April 2011 

Inspection activities undertaken 
• Review of relevant documents  
• Discussion with principal and teachers 
• Interaction with students 

• Observation of teaching and learning during five 
class periods 

• Examination of students’ work  
• Feedback to principal and teachers 

 
 
MAIN FINDINGS  

• A good standard of teaching and learning was observed during the evaluation. 

• A wide range of resources was used to support teaching and learning, including 
information and communication technology (ICT). 

• The use of pair work and group work was undertaken in a number of lessons. 

• Homework was regularly assigned and comment-based assessment was regularly 
undertaken by teachers.  

• Timetabled provision for English in junior cycle is adequate. Timetabled provision for 
English in all other year groups is good or very good.  

• An impressive school library has been developed and a paired reading programme has 
been organised.  

 

MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS  

• The English department should investigate and adopt co-operative learning strategies 
more widely. 

• The number of English lessons in junior cycle should be increased in each year group, 
where practicable. 

• The current common teaching plans should be developed to incorporate clear, time-
linked, learning goals.  

• The size of the literacy-support team should be reduced. 
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 INTRODUCTION  

Coláiste Treasa has a current enrolment of 445 students. It is a co-educational community college. 
The school offers the following programmes: the Junior Certificate, the established Leaving 
Certificate and the Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme. An optional Transition Year (TY) 
programme is also available in senior cycle.  

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING  

• A good standard of teaching and learning was observed during the evaluation. Objectives 
were clear in lessons. Classroom management was very good in all cases. There was a 
very good relationship between students and teachers. 

• A wide range of resources was used in English lessons to support teaching and learning. 
This included the use of ICT. The widespread availability of ICT in classrooms will 
provide considerable opportunities in English, including the modelling of writing and 
reading strategies for students by teachers. Additional access to the ICT room for English 
classes with students who are experiencing difficulties in literacy development could also 
be considered as such an approach could serve to enhance these students’ literacy skills. 

• Pair work and group work were used in a number of lessons. As a means of expanding 
good work already underway in this area, it is recommended that the English department 
should investigate the use of co-operative learning strategies and adopt these approaches 
more widely during English lessons. This could form a medium-term focus for subject 
department meetings. Approaches such as placemat, envoy and jigsaw, among others, 
would ensure the clear assignment of roles during group work, along with the 
development of students’ literacy skills. 

• Teachers supported the development of students’ reading skills through a range of 
strategies. These included silent reading, modelling of reading and guided reading 
exercises. The continued use of such strategies, along with the modelling of writing 
strategies, pre-reading activities and the use of other Directed Activities Related to Texts 
(DARTS) is encouraged as a means of building on the good work already being 
undertaken. 

• A strong print-rich environment has been developed in the school library. With this good 
work in mind, it is suggested that the further expansion of print-rich environments could 
usefully be explored in other classrooms. Homework was regularly assigned and 
monitored in classes visited during the evaluation. The use of comment-based assessment 
was regularly observed. The further expansion of the use of such assessment-for-learning 
strategies should be advanced through the setting of specific product goals when written 
exercises are assigned for students to complete. This would focus students on the 
development of particular aspects of their writing and would serve to support the 
development of self-assessment and peer-assessment in English class groups.  

• There were good examples of the setting of writing tasks using an integrated approach to 
the language and literature elements of the syllabuses. In this context, it is suggested that 
a wider range of written genres could be explored and that the use of an integrated 
approach to the syllabuses should be included in both individual and departmental plans.  
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SUBJECT PROVISION AND WHOLE SCHOOL SUPPORT  

• The number of English lessons provided in junior cycle is adequate, with four lessons per 
week being provided in each year group. It is recommended that the number of English 
lessons in junior cycle should be increased, within the constraints of current resources. 
This recommendation is particularly pertinent in the context of some students who 
displayed difficulties in the development of their literacy skills. Provision in all other year 
groups is good or very good. 

• Currently, students are assigned to levels for the certificate examinations at the beginning 
of second year. While acknowledging that a number of students may need additional 
support in a smaller class setting in junior cycle, it is recommended that, for most 
students, assignment to levels should be delayed until at least the end of second year. This 
will allow greater time for students to develop cognitively and affectively.  

• An impressive school library has been developed. A paired reading programme is 
underway between junior-cycle and TY students. Work on other literacy initiatives is 
anticipated. The school is encouraged to continue to develop its focus on whole-school 
literacy strategies in the future.  

 

PLANNING AND PREPARATION  

• A subject plan has been collated which includes common schemes of work. This is 
positive and it is recommended that this good work should be added to through the 
continued development of the current common teaching schemes to incorporate time-
linked plans for each year group which delineate clear learning goals. 

• Text choice is varied in junior cycle and in senior cycle. Curricular links with the 
experiences of first-year students in primary school have begun to be developed and this 
is very worthwhile. It is recommended that all class groups should study a full dramatic 
text for their Junior Certificate examination in order to ensure they experience as wide a 
range of genres as possible at this point in their education. Currently, two class novels are 
being studied by students during their junior cycle. This number should be expanded, 
although the limitations imposed by current timetabling arrangements are recognised in 
making this comment. The study of three comparative texts by ordinary-level class 
groups for the Leaving Certificate examination should be noted as policy and practice in 
the subject plan.  

• There are very good links between the English department and the special educational 
needs department. Currently, a large number of teachers are involved in the area of 
literacy support. The size of this team should be reduced in order to facilitate 
communication and the building of capacity. A core team should be identified and all 
known hours should be factored in at the initial stage of constructing the timetable. The 
current practice whereby some students receive additional literacy support outside of 
classrooms should be eliminated wherever possible. 

• There are a number of students for whom English is an additional language (EAL). The 
school should seek to build and maintain capacity in this area and should adopt the use of 
the English as an Additional Language Post-Primary Assessment Kit to assess students’ 
developing proficiency in English. A policy document in this area could also be usefully 
adopted as a means of communicating best practice in this area.  
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The draft findings and recommendations arising out of this evaluation were discussed with the 
principal and subject teachers at the conclusion of the evaluation. 

 
The board of management was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the findings and 
recommendations of the report; a response was not received from the board.  
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