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Follow-through inspection activities

The following activities took place in the course of the follow-through inspection

® Meeting with the service owner/manager before and after the inspection
e Review of documentation and records of children’s learning and development
e Review of education resources and facilities

e QObservation period

Action advised in original inspection report

Progress achieved to date on implementation of action advised

To promote children’s ongoing and active
physical engagement in their learning, it is
advised that the daily routine be reviewed
and that practitioners monitor the length of
time that children spend sitting at any one
stretch with a view to reducing that time. In
this regard, consideration should also be
given to the use of movement games and
ring games as busy breaks between work
times. The regular use of the outdoor play
area would further assist in achieving a good
balance between times when children sit
and concentrate and times when they are
enabled to learn more actively through play.

Very good progress

The practitioners have redeveloped the outdoor area and are
using it to provide a programme for the children in which they
are more physically active than previously. The outdoor area is
now comprised of many different interest areas such as a mud
kitchen, a water wall, a sand tray, a planting area, a small world
area, a painting easel, a construction area and a two-level tree
house which includes a climbing wall. The outdoor interest areas
are well resourced with real and pretend items which facilitate
exploratory open-ended play experiences. The outdoor area is
used daily.

A music and movement activity is implemented a few times per
week; this further supports whole-body movement. On the day
of the inspection, the children engaged in an exercise activity
with some children presenting ideas for movement to the group.
The balance between times children were sitting and physically
inactive has been addressed and the children are seated for
minimal periods of time.




Extension of the morning free-play time and
incorporation of the small-group activity into
it are advised in order to provide the
children with the choice to participate in the
small-group activity or to continue playing.

Very good progress

Free-play time has now been extended and the practitioners
state that, on occasion, small-group time is offered within this
session with the option for children to continue playing if they
choose to do so. There is scope to further develop this practice in
order to support the individual child’s interest and learning
needs.

The provision of extended opportunities for
free play, both indoors and outdoors, is
advised in order to allow practitioners to
engage more with the emergent interests of
the children and to expand opportunities for
the children to make choices and decisions
about activities.

Very good progress

An extended free-play time has been introduced. This, combined
with the extensive development of the outdoor area, provides
the children with many opportunities to engage in making
decisions and choices directly related to their play experiences.
These changes also afford the practitioners the opportunity to
engage in purposeful playful experiences with the children,
following the children’s emergent interests.

Consideration should be given to reviewing
how materials and resources are currently
stored and displayed indoors with a view to
optimising the space available to the
children to engage in free play.

Good Progress

The indoor area has been redeveloped to optimise free floor
space. They have removed large furniture items such as the sand
tray and developed a free-writing area. Many items are
accessible to the children but many still require an adult to access
them for the children. The practitioners are advised to engage in
a further review of the indoor environment with a view to
reducing the number of plastic toys and providing greater access
to open-ended materials.

The availability of sand, water and chalk in
the outdoor area is advised.

Very good Progress

The outdoor area is now comprised of many different interest
areas such as a mud kitchen, a water wall, a sand tray, a planting
area, a small world area, a painting easel, a construction area and
a two level tree house which includes a climbing wall. The
outdoor interest areas are well resourced with real and pretend
items which facilitate exploratory open ended play experiences.

When carrying out observations of children
with additional needs practitioners are
advised to take due account of the strengths
and interests of the children so that they can
accommodate diversity in the style, pace
and focus of children’s learning and
development.

Good Progress

Many of the observations reviewed focus on the strengths and
interests of the children and they often identify the next steps to
support the development and progress of the child. Greater use
could be made of such assessment information in order to
support the individual child’s interests and learning needs.

To build on the very good learning
experiences and achievements of the
children in a way that furthers their

Good progress

The development of the outdoor area now provides many
opportunities for children to express their creativity and explore
the multitude of open-ended materials provided. The addition of




individual creativity, the provision of a wider | the free-writing area provides some opportunities for children to
variety of open-ended art materials which engage in self-expression and creativity. There is scope to apply

children can use as they choose to create
and decorate objects is advised.

the same principles to the indoor area as were used to develop
the outdoor area in order to further develop children’s access to
free art and materials for creative expression.

Summary of findings

Good to very good progress has been achieved in implementing actions advised.

Commendable efforts have been made by both the owner/manager and the practitioners to afford many
opportunities to the children to engage in making decisions and choices directly related to their play
experiences. The redevelopment of the outdoor area provides a rich, exploratory active learning
environment.

The observations capture a positive, strengths-based image of the competent, capable child.

Practitioners now engage in purposeful playful experiences with the children, responding to their emergent
interests.

Actions advised

The practitioners are advised to use the assessment information gathered to inform planning of both the short-
term curriculum plans and small-group plans. This will enable the curriculum to be customised in a way that it
is responsive to each individual child.

Building on the steps taken to redevelop their outdoor learning environment, the practitioners are advised to
engage in a further review of the indoor environment with a focus on reducing the number of plastic toys and
providing greater access to the open-ended materials. Practitioners are advised to provide further
opportunities for children to engage in self-expression and creativity through increased access to free art and
materials for creative expression.

The setting was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the findings and actions advised in this
report, and the response submitted on behalf of the setting can be found in the appendix of this report.




APPENDIX

SETTING RESPONSE TO THE REPORT

SUBMITTED ON BEHALF OF THE SETTING

Area 1 Observations on the content of the inspection report.

We have always tried to focus on the strengths and interests of the children and have
scaffolded their learning from these interests. This can be seen in our observations. The
Inspector on the day gave good advice as to how we can develop and support this
learning. There is always room for improvement and change. A fresh pair of eyes are
always welcome and new ideas of how to enhance our setting will be taken on board. As
it says “Every day is a learning day” and this goes for both children and the staff.

Area 2 Follow-up actions planned or undertaken since the completion of the inspection
activity to implement the findings and recommendations of the inspection.

We are planning our small group time from our observations and from the emerging
interests of the children. This is a work in progress and is going well.

Regarding our storage of toys in the preschool, as discussed with the Inspector the room
is quite small to incorporate all the areas of interest, and we feel that we incorporate lots
of equipment that are of interest to the children.

We rotate the equipment a few times during the year, and direct the equipment/toys with
the children’s interests. Some equipment must be stored on the high shelves as it will take
up too much valuable floor space, but this rotated from top to lower shelves, depending on
the children’s interests which have been taken from observations. We have reduced
some plastic equipment which the children have now outgrown, and introduced extra
equipment that is relevant to the age and stage of that the children are at now. We are
also looking to introducing more natural toys of interest to the children.
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