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INFORMATION ON THE INSPECTION

Dates of inspection 21, 22 January 2014

Inspection activities undertaken ¢ Observation of teaching and learning during

e Review of relevant documents seven class periods

¢ Discussions with principal and teachers ¢ Examination of students’ work

¢ Interaction with students ¢ Feedback to principal, deputy principal and
teachers

MAIN FINDINGS

The overall quality of teaching and learning was good, with some instances of very good
practice.

Active learning methodologies were successfully used in some lessons.

A positive atmosphere and good interpersonal relationships were evident in all lessons
observed.

Curricular provision for the subject is very good.
Progress has been made in subject department planning.

The analysis of state examination results takes place at subject department meetings.

MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS

Active learning methodologies should be developed further.

Teachers should consider implementing common assessment strategies, where
practicable.

The subject plan should be further developed to identify the learning outcomes,
assessment strategies, methodologies, and resources that are associated with each topic or
content area.

Teachers should record how the analysis of results and assessment data is used to inform
planning for teaching and learning.




INTRODUCTION

Ard Scoil La Salle has a current enrolment of 269 boys and girls. The school provides the Junior
Certificate programme, the Leaving Certificate programme and an optional Transition Year (TY)
programme. It offers a range of pre-school and after-school activities that are supported by the
School Completion Programme.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

The overall quality of teaching and learning in the lessons observed was good, with some
instances of very good practice. There were, however, a small number of lessons where
the opportunities for student learning could be increased.

Lessons were well planned and resources were carefully prepared. In some lessons,
resources had been designed to cater for different learning styles and abilities. This is
highly commended.

In all lessons, learning outcomes were shared with students. In some lessons, they were
also revisited at the end of the lesson to assess student learning. The very good practice of
revisiting intended learning outcomes to assess student progress should be extended to all
lessons.

Active learning methodologies, including pair and group work, were successfully used in
some lessons to encourage students to engage with and take responsibility for their own
learning. Best practice was observed where teachers gave clear instructions with time
limits for activities and where feedback was carefully managed so that all students were
purposefully involved. Teachers should extend and develop these good practices with the
intention of encouraging the active involvement of all students.

TY students were observed preparing for a drama production. Groups of students worked
purposefully at pre-assigned tasks while the teacher facilitated and encouraged progress.
It is suggested that opportunities for student self-assessment should be explored as a
means of consolidating and extending the skills development aspects of the TY
programme.

Classroom management was very good and learning activities were well managed. A
positive atmosphere and good interpersonal relationships were evident in all lessons
observed.

Attractive subject-specific materials were observed in all classrooms. Displays of
students” work were successfully used to enhance the learning environment.

Many instances of effective higher-order questioning were observed. Teachers used
questioning to assess, develop and consolidate knowledge and understanding. In some
lessons, there was scope for more challenge for students to expand their critical thinking
skills.

Teachers have engaged with assessment for learning (AfL) techniques, including peer
and student self-assessment. Instances of formative assessment commentary were
observed in copybooks, and teachers’ records of assessment were seen. Teachers should
consider sharing their approaches to assessment with a view to adopting common
strategies, where practicable. This would assist in the review and further development of
assessment policy and practice.



Literacy development is an integral part of teacher’s practice and was in evidence in all
lessons observed. The school has developed a cross-curricular “Spelling Challenge”
activity for junior-cycle students with the support of the Forbairt Post-primary Action
Learning Network. The development of the whole school literacy strategy should build
on this good work.

SUBJECT PROVISION AND WHOLE SCHOOL SUPPORT

Overall curricular provision for the subject is very good. All years, except third year,
have daily contact with the subject, while fifth-year students have six lessons each week.
In TY, in addition to four English lessons, two media studies lessons are timetabled. The
school is committed to meeting the needs of all of its students through the curricular
provision of English.

Higher-level uptake at both junior and senior cycle is encouraged. Strategies to improve
school attendance and a range of after-school activities, including the provision of
supervised study and homework clubs, are designed to have a positive impact on
attainment.

Mixed-ability provision in all subjects except English, Irish and Maths has been
introduced in the junior cycle, starting with this year’s first-year students. The school has
implemented this arrangement with the intention of promoting higher-level uptake and
improving attainment for all students.

Learning support is provided in small groups or individually, according to student need.
Learning support teachers co-ordinate their work closely with subject teachers to ensure
students derive the best possible outcomes.

At senior cycle, higher-level and ordinary-level classes are formed based on teachers’
professional judgement, Junior Certificate results and students’ and parents’ wishes.
Movement between levels is facilitated by concurrent timetabling.

A range of co-curricular and extra-curricular activities including theatre visits, film
studies and drama productions provides students with many opportunities to extend their
learning.

Student progress is reported to parents regularly. Examinations for all years are held and
reported on two times each year. Third-year and sixth-year students take “mock”
examinations prior to the state examinations.

The English teachers, all of whom are subject specialists, are highly committed to the
success and progress of their students. Commendably, teachers rotate between higher-
level and ordinary-level classes at both junior and senior cycle. The school is making
every effort to provide teachers with the opportunity to teach a range of classes. This very
good practice is commended as it supports teachers’ skills development and provides a
platform for sharing practice and resources at all levels.

PLANNING AND PREPARATION

Progress has been made in subject department planning based on recommendations from
previous inspections.



e Subject planning meetings are timetabled and normally take place three times each year.
The planning process would be greatly helped by an improved system of record keeping
so that topics discussed and the rationale for decisions are clearly documented.

e The subject plan contains a description of the work of the department as well as
individual schemes of work for each year and group. This should now be further
developed to identify the learning outcomes, assessment strategies, methodologies, and
resources that are associated with each topic or content area. Consideration should also be
given to the development of common work plans, where appropriate.

e The analysis of state examination results takes place at subject department meetings.
Teachers should record how this analysis, along with the other relevant criteria, including
results from other assessments and tests, is used to inform planning for teaching and
learning.

e Teachers interact with and support each other on a collegial basis. The good practice of
sharing resources is facilitated through the use of a shared folder on the schools’
computer system and through informal contact between colleagues. Teachers could
consider formalising the ways in which they inform each other about new and updated
resources.

The draft findings and recommendations arising out of this evaluation were discussed with the
principal, deputy principal and subject teachers at the conclusion of the evaluation. The board of
management was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the findings and
recommendations of the report, and the response of the board will be found in the appendix of
this report.
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Appendix

SCHOOL RESPONSE TO THE REPORT

Submitted by the Board of Management



Area 1: Observations on the content of the inspection report

The Board of Management of Ardscoil La Salle welcomes the very positive report from the
English Subject Inspection. We are very pleased that the Inspectorate has acknowledged and
affirmed the dedication, commitment and hard work of the subject teachers. This report reaffirms
our belief in the quality of the teaching and learning that is taking place in English classes in the
school. We are very satisfied that our curriculum provision and subject planning provision meet
the Inspectorate’s expectations. We appreciate the recognition of the positive atmosphere and the
good interpersonal relationships that exists in Ardscoil La Salle.

Area 2: Follow-up actions planned or undertaken since the completion of the inspection
activity to implement the findings and recommendations of the inspection

The management and staff of Ardscoil La Salle are committed to fully implementing all the
recommendations set out in the report.



