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WHAT IS A FOLLOW-THROUGH INSPECTION? 
Follow-through inspections evaluate the progress a school has made on implementing main 

recommendations made in an earlier inspection rather than the overall educational provision that the 

school makes. Inspectors also advise the school on strategies and actions to enable them to fully 

address recommendations.  

HOW TO READ THIS REPORT 

During this inspection, the inspector evaluated the progress the school has made in implementing 

recommendations made in an earlier inspection under the following headings:  

1. Progress achieved to date  
2. Findings 
3. Recommendations  

 
Inspectors describe the quality of the progress made in each of these areas using the Inspectorate’s 

follow-through quality continuum which is shown on the final page of this report. The follow-through 

quality continuum explains the terms used by inspectors when evaluating the school’s progress in 

implementing recommendations. 

The board of management was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the findings and 

recommendations of the report; a response was not received from the board.  
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Follow-through inspection activities 

The following activities took place in the course of the follow-through inspection  

 Meeting with principal  

 Interview with relevant teachers of staff  

 Review of school documentation and records and pupils' work  

 Observation of teaching and learning  

 Interaction with pupils 

Recommendation in original inspection 

report 
Progress achieved to date on implementation of recommendation 

Provision for pupils with special educational 
needs (SEN) requires review, to 
incorporate the staged approach and to 
further develop purposeful collaborative 
team teaching. 
 

Very good progress 

Very good progress has been made in improving provision for pupils 

with SEN. The school engaged in the pilot programme of a new 

model for allocating additional teaching resources to schools to 

support children with SEN. The staged approach has been 

implemented successfully and a student-support card has been 

devised for each pupil to facilitate the design of suitable learning 

programmes. Appropriate targets are set in these learning 

programmes to guide interventions for pupils, particularly in 

literacy.  

The school reported that collaborative team teaching has been 

introduced since the last inspection and has been a successful 

intervention. While it is planned for this school year, it has not yet 

been initiated due to a change in the support teaching personnel.  

Pupils’ oral and writing skills should be 

further developed in English. 

 

Good progress 

Pupils’ oral skills in English have improved since the last inspection. 

The new language curriculum is being implemented in the infant and 

junior room with success. Class discussion is used judiciously to 

explore different themes in the senior room. Further strategies 

should be used to enrich pupils’ language and to ensure that their 

oral skills are developed incrementally. The learning outcomes in the 

language curriculum should facilitate the monitoring of pupils’ 

attainment in oral language.  

Pupils enjoy writing and write copiously in their free writing copies. 

Pupils have explored various genre and some good examples of  

writing were presented during this inspection. Further instruction on 

the process of writing, including its conventions, would be 



beneficial, especially in the senior room. Benchmarks should be set 

for pupil attainment in writing. 

A whole-school approach to assessment 
should be implemented. 
 
 

Good progress,  

A whole-school plan for assessment has been developed. More in-

depth analysis of test results, relative to cognitive ability, is advised. 

Some valuable whole-school assessment approaches are in use; 

these practices should be further extended to support pupil-led self-

reflection on learning. 

The board of management should ensure 
that accounts are certified externally and 
that all pertinent school policies are in place. 

Good progress  

It was reported that accounts are certified externally and pertinent 
school policies are being developed. The board of management 
should create a timeframe to facilitate policy development.  
 

Summary of findings 

The school has made good or very good progress with all recommendations from the last inspection. Provision for 

pupils with SEN has improved. While pupils’ oral and writing skills are being developed effectively, conventions of 

writing could be improved further. A whole-school approach to assessment is being implemented. School accounts 

are certified and pertinent school policies are being developed. 

Recommendations 

 Further emphasis should be placed on process writing, including its conventions, and benchmarks set to 
monitor attainment.   
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THE QUALITY CONTINUUM FOR FOLLOW-THROUGH INSPECTIONS  

Very good progress indicates that appropriate action has been taken to address the 
recommendation, and that the action has fully achieved or will achieve the required outcome. 

Good progress indicates that appropriate action has been taken to address the recommendation, 
and that substantial improvement has occurred, although further progress is necessary. 

Partial progress indicates that some appropriate action has been taken to address the 
recommendation, and some improvement has occurred, but considerable further progress is 
necessary. 

No progress indicates that no action has been taken, and that the original recommendation 
remains to be addressed. 

 

 


