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What is an Early Years Education Inspection?  

The Early Years Education Inspection (EYEI) model is used to provide evaluative information, 
advice and support in relation to education provision in a pre-school setting participating in the 
Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Programme. These inspections affirm good 
practice and advise actions, where appropriate, to aid the further development of education 
provision in the setting.  

How to read this report 
During this inspection, the inspector evaluated and reported under the following headings or 
areas of enquiry: 

 Quality of the context to support children’s learning and development 

 Quality of processes to support children’s learning and development 

 Quality of children’s learning experiences and achievements 

 Quality of management and leadership for learning  

Inspectors describe the quality of each of these areas using the Inspectorate’s quality 
continuum which is shown on the final page of this report. The quality continuum provides 
examples of the language used by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the 
setting’s provision in each area. 
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Early Years Education Inspection 
 

Dates of inspection 09-11-2022 

Inspection activities undertaken 

 Pre-inspection meeting with the setting owner/manager  

 Meeting with relevant early years educators/other members of staff  

 Review of setting documentation and records of children’s learning and development  

 Review of the education resources and facilities 

 Observations of interactions during a morning session 

 Interaction with the children  

 Feedback meeting with the setting manager/owner and early years educators   

 

Context of setting 
ABC Montessori is a private childcare setting operating in a rural location in Dundrum, County 
Tipperary. It was established in 1998 and provides a morning session for children participating 
in the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Programme. On the morning of the 
inspection, fourteen children, one owner/educator and one early years educator were in 
attendance. The early years setting was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the 
findings and actions advised of the report; a response was not received from the setting.  

Area 1: Quality of context to support children’s learning and development 

 The quality of the context to support the children’s learning and development was very 
good. 

 The educators greeted the children and their families very warmly on arrival. The setting’s 
practices were based around respectful engagement with the children and their families.  

 The educators sat and ate with the children at snack time. It was a very social occasion. The 
children and educators chatted about a child who went to the pet farm and saw a crocodile. 
Rabbits, hedgehogs and Santa were also discussed. 

 The educators created and maintained the conditions necessary for nurturing relationships 
with the children. The key-person approach was used; one educator was designated to a 
group of children, and acted as an important link between each child’s family and the 
setting. 

 Opportunities were provided for all the children to develop an appreciation of themselves as 
individuals and as members of their family. The addition of a community wall would help the 
children to make connections with the local area. 

 The educators provided opportunities for the children, their families and the educators to 
come together in the setting. The parents decorated the setting for Santa’s visit, and they 
were present in the setting on the day of the visit. 

 The setting made connections with the local community. Members of the Gardaí and the 
Tipperary GAA team visited the children in the setting. 

Action advised 

 The educators are advised to further develop the setting’s community display, by including 
additional images and landmarks associated with the community. This display can form the 
basis for discussions with the children, and by viewing it spontaneously throughout the 
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session, the children will gain an enhanced appreciation of their identity as individuals, and 
members of a wider group. 

Area 2: Quality of processes to support children’s learning and development 

 The quality of the processes to support the children’s learning and development was very 
good.  

 The educators developed a broad-based curriculum, informed by Aistear: the Early 
Childhood Curriculum Framework. This was documented and used to support the children's 
learning and development. The children’s emergent interests were not documented into the 
short-term planning. 

 The educators used a variety of meaningful, strengths-based assessment approaches to 
gather information about the children’s learning experiences and achievements. This 
information was used to ensure continuity and progression in their individual learning.   

 The educators provided opportunities for the children to achieve fulfilment, success and 
mastery during learning activities by supporting them to complete activities when required. 
The learning activities provided progressively more complex, varied and challenging 
experiences for the children in accordance with their individual needs and abilities. The 
children completed puzzles of a suitably challenging nature. 

 There was an appropriate balance between adult-initiated and chid-initiated learning and 
development activities. 

 The indoor and outdoor environments and resources were used very effectively to stimulate, 
support, consolidate and extend the children’s learning. 

 The educators ensured that play opportunities were freely available and accessible. The 
play areas were suitable and well-resourced to sustain purposeful learning and active 
exploration. The importance of spontaneous play and movement was recognised. 

 The educators used a variety of songs, rhymes and jingles throughout the session. The 
children sang and enjoyed the actions associated with each song. 

 An inclusive approach was adopted to ensure the engagement of all the children in the 
setting. 

Action advised 

 The educators are advised to incorporate the children’s emergent interests into their short-
term planning. This will build a picture of the children’s learning and will enable the 
educators to ensure that the learning and development activities reflect the children’s needs 
and interests and support their enquiry-based learning. 

Area 3: Quality of children’s learning experiences and achievements 

 The quality of children’s learning experiences and achievements was very good.  

 The children were motivated, interested and engaged in their learning experiences. It was 
evident that their voices, including verbal and non-verbal cues were heard, respected and 
acted upon. 

 The children were very effectively supported by the educators to build self-help skills, make 
choices and develop positive learning dispositions such as resilience, resourcefulness and 
persistence. The children did not discuss or share aspects of their learning with others. 

 The educators provided opportunities for the children to develop a positive understanding of 
their identity as members of families and groups.  

 The children expressed their feelings, thoughts, ideas and creativity through sensory play, 
making art, mark-making and moving to music.   

 The children’s voices were visible within the setting; their ideas and feelings about their 
artwork were documented and visible in the displays.   
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 The children were aware of the natural environment and its features, materials, animals and 
plants. They collected leaves and conkers for an autumn display on their nature table. They 
also helped the educators to create a hibernation cave for a bear and a hedgehog. 

 The children had opportunities to engage in sensory-rich experiences in the indoor and 
outdoor environment.  

Action advised 

 The educators are advised to create opportunities for the children to discuss and share 
aspects of their learning with others. This will support them to recall and recognise their own 
capabilities and achievements. 

Area 4: Quality of management and leadership for learning 

 The quality of management and leadership for learning was very good.  

 The owner/educator provided oversight and had responsibility for the programme of learning 
and care in line with best practice and research.  

 The educators had informal staff meetings on a monthly basis in order to improve learning 
experiences and outcomes for the children. These meetings were not documented. 

 The educators were responsible for ensuring appropriate systems were in place for the 
smooth organisation of educational experiences and activities in the setting. 

 The stated philosophy and vision of the setting were evident in the practice of the staff. The 
educators’ roles and responsibilities with regard to educational activities were clear.  

 The educators consulted with the parents and families as the primary educators of their 
children and they involved them as partners in their children's learning and development. 

 The parents and families were made aware of the policies, procedures and curriculum in 
operation within the setting. They were given a parent handbook at the beginning of the 
school year. 

 The educators had established a professional mutual relationship with the local primary 
schools that the children transitioned to, in order to share information that supported and 
promoted recognition of children’s experiences and achievements. 

Action advised 

 The educators are advised to document their internal review and reflection at their regular 
staff meetings. The self-evaluation tools in the Aistear Síolta Practice Guide may help in this 
regard. 

Summary of overall inspection 

Area Quality level 

Quality of context to support children’s learning and development 
Very good 

Quality of processes to support children’s learning and 
development 

Very good 

Quality of children’s learning experiences and achievements 
Very good 

Quality of management and leadership for learning 
Very good 
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Language used in Early Years Education Inspection 

Reports 

Inspectors describe the quality of provision in the setting using the language which is shown 
below.  

Level Description 

Excellent  
Provision that is excellent is exemplary in meeting the needs of 
children.  

Very good 
Provision that is very good is highly effective in meeting the needs 
of children.   

Good 
Provision that is good is effective in meeting the needs of children 
but with some aspects to be developed.  

Fair 
Provision that is fair requires practice to be improved to meet the 
needs of children.  

Poor 
Provision that is poor is inadequate and requires significant 
improvement to meet the needs of children.  
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