From:

Sent: Wednesday 4 March 2026 21:52
To: DCEE IFD Public Consultations
Subject: Objection to Draft Salmon Tagging Regulations 2026

CAUTION: This eMail onglnated from outsme your organusatlon and the BTS Managed Desktop service. Do not cllck on any links or open
any attachments unless you recogmse the sender or are expecting the email and know that the content is safe. If you are in any doubt, |
please contact the OGCIO IT Service Desk.

Towhom it may concern,

I would like to formally object to the regulations put forward by the inland fisheries Ireland in regards
to the Draft Salmon Tagging Regulations 2026.

| am a member of the bandon angling association and would like to suggest to have regulations

regarding the rivers health and returning fish based on the specific rivers and not to regulate all river
in the same manner as it is individual.

As seen and underlined in the proposal made by the bandon salmon angling association.
Here the IFls proposed regulation .

Measures currently proposed by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IF1) include:

1. Reduction in salmon angling bag limit from 10 fish to 7 fish per angler per season
- restricted to the period June 1st — August 31st.

2. Rivers with an angling harvest option to open as follows:
a) Angling ‘Catch & Release only’ from Jan 1st — May 31st, in the interest of
conserving Spring Fish (i.e. 2 Sea Winter and Multi Sea Winter fish)

b) Open for harvest from Jun 1st to Aug 31st, (subject to angling bag limits of 7
fish per person in total during this period — once the angling bag limit is reached,
anglers must practice Catch and Release angling)

c) Angling ‘Catch and Release only’ from Sept 1st to the end of the season.

For example the counter proposal seen here by the BAA:

With careful consideration and liaison with a multitude of salmon angling fisheries, the
following alternative measures are proposed:



1. Reduction in salmon angling bag limit from 10 fish to 5 fish per angler per season
- restricted to the period January 1st — September 30th.

2. Rivers with an angling harvest option to open as follows:

a) Open for harvest from January 1st to September 30th, (subject to angling bag

limits of 5 fish per person in total during this period — once the angling bag limit is reached,
anglers must practice Catch and Release angling)

b) From January 1st to May 31st, a bag limit of 1 spring salmon shall apply.

One blue tag to be released during this period. Once the angling bag limit is
reached, anglers must practice Catch and Release angling.

c¢) From June 1st to September 30th, 4 more tags may be distributed in one lot,
once the first tag has been used. Alternatively, 3 tags maybe distributed, and a
final tag will be distributed if an angler has used the previous 4 tags.

3. All salmon of 75cm (10Ib) and over to be released, throughout the season, in the
interest of conserving 2 Sea Winter and Multi Sea Winter fish.

4. All currently acceptable fishing methods (fly, spinner, prawn/shrimp & worm) are
permitted in open rivers where anglers have not exceeded their daily bag limit.

These revised measures are advocated as follows;

* Permitting 1 tag per angler for the Jan 1st to May 31st period will encourage and maintain
angler presence on the river.

This provides advantages from a pollution
and poaching monitoring perspective.

We have worked successfully with local IFI|
staff to protect the river from these pressures and both parties have regularly acknowledged
how this collaborative effort has worked to the benefit of the River Bandon.

With a decreased presence on the river, there is less observation of spring runs and how they
are faring, especially without a fish counter in place.

* A reduction from 10 tags to 5 tags demonstrates a significant conservation effort and maintains
angler interest when a wide spectrum of angling interests is acknowledged.



This approach is considered to be more measured, calculated and appropriate, especially , ¢
when data presented further on in this submission is reviewed. A

* The option to harvest in September maintains more angler interest and presence on the river to
the end of the season.

Most anglers return salmon voluntarily in
September, especially in recent years as less fresh salmon are running.

However,run timing may change to the point where we see fresh salmon returning
in September again.

Also, September often presents improved angling conditions, meaning anglers who have not
caught a salmon all season are given the chance to retain a salmon.

* With regards to a size limit, adopting this strategy ensures more MSW salmon are
returned throughout the season to successfully spawn during the winter period.

Seasonal restriction of salmon retention does not provide this level of protection.

Irish anglers are accustomed to this method, as size limits regulations have been successfully
enforced in bass angling, sea trout angling and trout fishing competitions.

A have been at the forefront of this for many years, as for at least 30 years we have
had a daily bag limit of 2 salmon from May 12th and prohibited worm and shrimp fishing from
February 15th to March 17th, as well as September.

Furthermore, prior to the draft 2026 regulations being published, \ reduced the daily bag limit
to 1 salmon on its club waters for the 2026 season.

There is a multitude of scientific data and proof that the river is doing well in regards to
spawning grounds and also the amount of fry that is in the river both seen in the clubs
objection to the proposed regulations by the IFI.

Please take this as my official objection to the proposed regulation.

Kind regards






