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From: e ey

Sent: Wednesday 18 February 2026 13:50
To: DCEF IEN Puihlir Canciiltatinne

SubjeCt: FW: Pmrs e m s we fr e Tl TN W MW T AL LW IV IDLT IJULIII—'\/
Attachments:

- - ' -

From:

Sent: Wednesdav 1R Fahriinrn:2n2c 14.10
To:

Subject: .. ... __

As promised please find attached signed letter to from licence holders to Minister Timmy Dooley
requesting a reduction in the special local draft net licence fee ahead of the 2026 fishing season.

On behalf of B R — e . R EERCET

~

Beartas riomhphoist an Oireachtais agus séanadh. oireachtas.ie/qa/email-policy/
Oireachtas email policy and disclaimer. ocireachtas.ie/en/email-policy/

Disclaimer:

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine

The information contained in this email and in any attachments is confidential and is designated
solely for the attention and use of the intended recipient(s). This information may be subject to legal
and professional privilege. If you are not an intended recipient of this email, you must not use,
disclose, copy, distribute or retain this message or any part of it. If you have received this email in
error, please notify the sender immediately and delete all copies of this email from your computer
system(s).

An Roinn Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara

Ta an t-eolas sa riomhphost seo, agus in aon cheangaltain leis, faoi rin agus ta sé dirithe ar an
bhfaighteoir/na faighteoiri beartaithe amhain agus nior cheart ach déibh sitd é a Usaid. D’fhéadfadh
an t-eolas seo a bheith faoi réir pribhléid dhlithitit agus ghairmiuil. Mura tusa faighteoir beartaithe an
riomhphoist seo, nior cheart duit an teachtaireacht seo, né aon chuid di, a Gsaid, a nochtadh, a
chdipeail, a dhaileadh n6 a choinneail. Ma fuair tt an riomhphost seo go hearraideach, cuir an
seoltoir ar an eolas laithreach agus scrios gach céip den riomhphost seo 6 chéra(i)s do riomhaire, le
do thoil.



12 February 2026

By registered post and email to

Re: Follow-up on request to reduce special local draft net licence duty ahead
of the 2026 season

Dear

We refer to previous correspondence of 16 October 2025 concerning the need to
reduce the special local draft net licence duty for the
and Owentocker tidal waters) ahead of the 2026 season.

That letter outlined a number of key points, including the disproportionate increase in
the special local licence duty in 2022; the significantly shorter fishing season on

r compared with other draft net fisheries; the financial pressure placed
on a small number of licence holders; and the cultural, social and community
importance of this traditional, small-scale fishery. It was also noted that a modest
reduction in the licence fee would be a practical and proportionate measure to help
sustain the fishery while having minimal fiscal impact.
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We wish to draw your attention to updated information that further underlines the
urgency of this request. Under the draft 2026 tagging regulations, the combined
Owenea and Owentocker fishery is projected to have a reduced harvestable surplus
of 147 salmon, down significantly from 540 salmon in 2025. This substantial reduction
in available surplus will inevitably limit fishing opportunity and potential income for
licence holders.

At present, a special local draft net licence is priced at €545, which is €147 more than
the cost of an ordinary draft net licence, despite the significantly shorter season and
more limited fishing opportunity on the Loughros Mér estuary. In light of the further
reduction in available surplus, the current level of licence duty is increasingly difficult
to sustain.

We therefore respectfully request that the special local draft net licence fee be reduced
before the 2026 season and aligned with the ordinary draft net licence rate, in
recognition of the reduced fishing opportunity and shorter season applying on the

We would be grateful if the Department could give this matter careful consideration in
advance of finalising arrangements for the 2026 season, and we would welcome the
opportunity to provide any further information that may assist.

Yours sincerely,
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