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Date 

Received 
Our 
Ref. 
2020 

Summary of Request Category of 
Requester 

Decision 
Date 

Decision 
Made 

23/03/2020 117 Amount spent by the Dept. on communications consultants, PR, and 
advertising in 2020 relating to Covid-19 broken down by category of spend.  

Journalist 16/04/2020 Granted 

19/03/2020 116 Any records that indicate when the National Influenza Pandemic Plan was 
edited or updated since its publication in 2007 

Public 13/05/2020 Refused 

10/03/2020 114 All records relating to this entry in the lobbying 
database: https://www.lobbying.ie/return/56459/juul-labs-ireland 

Journalist 11/11/2020 Granted 

05/03/2020 111 Corr. between the Dept. of Health and BAM re; any agreement to clean local 
resident’s windows and cars + a breakdown of the cost paid for these services. 

Journalist 06/03/2020 Refused 

04/03/2020 106 Material re; the Global Alcohol Conference 2020 and the risk of the event to 
public health due to COVID-19. In particular I am interested in material re; risk 
assessment/risk mitigation action plans for the event, as recommended by the 
World Health Organisation. 

Public 10/03/2020 Refused 

03/03/2020 105 All responses to this consultation: https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/d9bfcc-
consultation-with-food-businesses-on-the-introduction-of-mandatory-c/   

Journalist 04/03/2020 Refused 

02/03/2020 102 Corr. between the Dept., the HSE and the IRFU regarding advice to postpone 
the Ireland vs Italy Six Nations rugby match as a result of Covid-19. 

Journalist 19/06/2020 Grant 



02/03/2020 101 Corr. between the Dept. and the HSE re; coronavirus since January 2020.  

Documents held by the Chief Medical Officer re; coronavirus in 2020 

Journalist 10/03/2020 Refused 

02/03/2020 100 Briefing material received by the Minister re; Covid-19 since January 1, 2020.  Journalist 10/03/2020 Refused 

02/03/2020 99 Corr. between the Minister for Health and Deputy James Brown re; Mental 
Health Services Expenditure from the Debate of 10/10/2019 in Dail Eireann. 

Public 06/03/2020 Refused 

02/03/2020 97 Records re; plans and stratagems put in place to warn the public of the 
COVID19 virus from February 1st 2020 to date.  

Public 

 

10/03/2020 Refused 

28/02/2020 96 Waiting list information re; Tallaght University Hospital's endometriosis unit. Public 09/03/2020 Refused 

28/02/2020 94 All records held by your Department associated with this entry in the lobbying 
database: https://www.lobbying.ie/return/56407/national-infertility-support-
and-information-group 

Public 24/09/2020 Part-Granted 

28/02/2020 93 Corr. between Minister for Health, the HSE and the Environmental Protection 
Agency regarding air pollution from January 1, 2019 to date.  

Public 08/10/2020 Refused 

24/02/2020 84 All corr. between HSE chief executive Paul Reid and Health Minister Simon 
Harris since September 1, 2019 re hospital overcrowding. 

Journalist 20/10/2020 Refused 

https://www.lobbying.ie/return/56407/national-infertility-support-and-information-group
https://www.lobbying.ie/return/56407/national-infertility-support-and-information-group


24/02/2020 83 Corr. from doctors, consultants, etc, about need for a Stroke Unit in Letterkenny 
University Hospital and minutes of any meetings that might have taken place re; 
establishment of such a unit from January 2019 to December 2019. 

Public 29/05/2020 Refused 

21/02/2020 81 Minutes of the meetings on the Coronavirus of the National Public Health 
Emergency Team that took place between 1 January and 15 February. 

Journalist 10/03/2020 Refused 

21/02/2020 80 Mins from the last three meetings of the Health Threats Coordination Group 
and any of its subgroups/sub committees. 

Journalist 10/03/2020 Refused 

19/02/2020 78 Exact authorisations which were given in the first two Ministerial licences to 
allow people to possess controlled drugs issued and the date on which the third 
licence was issued, and the authorisations the third licence contained 

Public 19/03/2020 Refused 

19/02/2020 77 Briefings, memos, submissions, reports, etc prepared for the Minister relating to 
the novel coronavirus or COVID-19 from 1 December 2019 to date. 

Journalist 10/03/2020 Refused 

18/02/2020 74 Corr. regarding GP training from the start of 2019 to date. Journalist 23/04/2020 Granted 

18/02/2020 73 Corr. regarding funding for mental health services from July 2019 to date.   Journalist 18/03/2020 Part-Granted 

18/02/2020 71 Corr. between 15 November and 20 December 2019 with the Minister for 
Health and HSE Board Chairperson on the HSE National Service Plan.  

Journalist 21/02/2020 Granted 

17/02/2020 70 Corr. involving Minister Harris and his advisers/the HSE re; hospital 
overcrowding/trolley numbers since 1 January 2020. 

Journalist 09/03/2020 Granted 



17/02/2020 69 Internal dept. corr., meeting minutes or meetings notes re; precautionary 
measures for dealing with an outbreak or diagnosis of Covid-19/Coronavirus. 

Journalist 10/03/2020 Refused 

17/02/2020 68 Dept. corr. with NTPF and HIQA re; budgeting and expenditure for HSE 
operated community nursing units / Care and Welfare of Residents in 
Designated Centres for Older People and National Standards for Residential 
Care Settings for Older People in Ireland and Capital works entailed. 

Dept. corr. with NTPF re; review of system for setting prices under the Nursing 
Home Support Scheme. 

Dept. corr. with NTPF and Department of Public Expenditure and Reform re; 
HSE nursing homes expenditure. 

Interdepartmental Working Group on the Review of the Nursing Home Support 
Scheme minutes for 2019 and Working Group corr. during same period. 

Dept. corr. with Deloitte and Prospectus re; the review of the system for setting 
prices under the Nursing Home Support Scheme. 

Dept. corr. with the Comptroller/Auditor General on the Nursing Home Support 
Scheme. 

Dept. corr. with office of An Taoiseach regarding Nursing Home Support 
Scheme and HSE operated community nursing units. 

Business 
Interest Group 

 

17/04/2020  



14/02/2020 67 All corr. associated with Calories on Menus in from 7th Jan to 14 Feb 2020 + 
costs (e.g. research, legislation, meetings, travel) associated with Calories on 
Menus in 2018, 2019 and 2020. 

Business 
Interest Group 

 

27/11/2020 Part-Granted 

14/02/2020 66 Data/responses from the 2019 Healthy Ireland Survey in relation to smoking, 
vaping products and electronic cigarettes. 
Emails between Minister for Health and officials in the Dept. re; smoking, 
vaping products and electronic cigarettes/Healthy Ireland Survey 2018-19. 

Business 
Interest Group 

 

13/03/2020 Part-Granted 

14/02/2020 65 Notifications of termination of pregnancy sent to the Minister for Health, in 
accordance with the Health Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy Act 2018, 
which were received between 1st February 2019 and the 20th April 2019. 

Public 03/03/2020 Refused 

10/02/2020 63 Corr. between the Dept. of Health and Mayo University Hospital re; releasing 
information on abortion figures in July 2019 (they were not supposed to). 

Public 09/03/2020 Refused 

05/04/2020 62 Corr. between senior officials in the Department of Health and the HSE CEO 
re; regional integrated care organisations from 1 October 2019 to date 

Journalist 02/03/2020 Refused 

05/02/2020 61 Corr. between senior officials in the Dept. of Health and the Dept. of Public 
Expenditure/Reform re; regional integrated care organisations from 1 October 
2019 to date. 

Journalist 02/03/2020 Refused 

05/02/2020 60 Corr. between senior officials in the Dept. of Health and the HSE re; proposed 
Slaintecare contracts for consultants between 1 October 2019 to date.  

Journalist 04/03/2020 Part Granted 



03/02/2020 54 Corr. between Minister Harris/Dept. Sec Gen and NPHDB Chairman Fred 
Barry or Phelim Devine, NPHDB, in relation to the National Children's 
Hospital between October 15, 2019 to February 3, 2020. 

Journalist 05/03/2020 Refused 

03/02/2020 53 Corr. between Minister Harris; Sec Gen Jim Breslin - and Paul Reid or Dean 
Sullivan of the HSE in relation to the National Children's Hospital between 
October 15, 2019 & February 3, 2020. 

Journalist 03/03/2020 Refused 

29/01/2020 51 Corr. to and from minister Jim Daly re; child and adolescent mental health 
services in the CHO 5 area from November 2019 to date. 

Journalist 20/02/2020 Part-Granted 

27/01/2020 50 Records held re; the decision by Minister Harris to write to media about the use 
of drinkaware.ie in researching articles, covering the month of December 2019. 

Journalist 24/02/2020 Part Granted 

27/01/2020 49 Records held referring or relating to the decision by the canteen contractor at 
Miesian Plaza to cease services in January 2020, from 1 October 2019 to date. 

Journalist 21/02/2020 Part granted 

27/01/2020 48 All documents in respect of i) planning for a referendum on Irish unity / 
planning for a united Ireland and ii) risk assessments conducted in respect of a 
referendum on Irish unity / planning for a united Ireland. 

Business 
Interest Group 

29/01/2020 Referral 

27/01/2020 47 Flights taken by staff at the Dept. between 1 January 2018 and 31 December 
2019, specifically the flights paid for by the Dept. and destination.  

Journalist 19/02/2020 Granted 

27/01/2020 46 Corr. between representative bodies for either medical or alternative 
practitioners and Minister Harris or Minister Byrne in relation to the Treatment 
of Cancer (Advertisements) Bill 2018 since the start of 2018. 

Journalist 12/02/2020 Granted 



21/01/2020 45 Any corr. on the 'cradle to grave' initiative Public 20/02/2020 Refused 

22/01/2020 44 Corr. between the HSE and the Department of Health in relation to funding 
requests, and/or additional budget allocation, for new or existing medicines 
under any of the medicine schemes operated by the PCRS or individual 
hospitals, between 1 May 2019 to date. 

Public 19/02/2020 Part Granted 

22/01/2020 43 Corr. from 1 September 2019 to 10 January 2020 between the Minister for 
Health and Irish Vape Vendors Association/Irish Cancer Society/Irish Heart 
Foundation/Chief Medical Officer on the issue of vaping. 

Journalist 18/02/2020 Granted 

22/01/2020 42 Corr. from 1 September 2019 to 10 January 2020 between the Minister for 
Health and the College of Psychiatrists of Ireland re; Slaintecare 

Journalist 05/02/2020 Part Granted 

22/01/2020 41 I would like copies of all correspondence between the dates 1 September and 10 
January 2020 between the Minister for Health and Transgender Equality 
Network Ireland. 

Journalist 19/02/2020 Part Granted 

16/01/2020 39 Details re; expenses incurred by the Minister and Department's Junior Ministers 
during their visits abroad for St Patrick's Day last year, incl. the cost of travel 
and accommodation for the Minister, advisors/accompanying staff, any gifts 
(including shamrock) incurred by the Department for the trip + other costs.  

Journalist 14/02/2020 Part-Granted 

16/01/2020 38 All corr. between the Irish Vape Vendors Association and the Department of 
Health from July 2019 to present.  

Journalist 12/02/2020 Granted 



15/01/2020 35 All correspondence between the Irish Vape Vendors' Association and Minister 
Harris from September 1st 2019 to date. 

Journalist 06/02/2020 Granted 

15/01/2020 34 All corr. between Minister Harris and University College Hospital Galway in 
2019 re; staffing issues, overcrowding and potential hospital improvements.  

Journalist 14/02/2020 Part-Granted 

14/01/2020 33 All corr. from the public on euthanasia / right-to-die legislation / assisted dying 
/ assisted suicide, sent during 2018 and 2019  

Journalist 05/03/2020 Part-Granted 

14/01/2020 32 Corr./memos/briefings/minutes between the department and HIQA relating to 
concerns about long term residential services for older people in 2019. 

Journalist 14/02/2020 Part-Granted 

13/01/2020 30 Corr. between 1 September and 31 December 2019 held by the Minister for 
Health on the issue of the Drinkaware initiative (drinkaware.ie) 

Journalist 24/02/2020 Granted 

13/01/2020 29 All accounts blocked or muted by the Department's Twitter page @roinnslainte. Journalist 23/01/2020 Refused 

13/01/2020 28 Corr. and any documents/minutes/notes re the minister's contact with media 
about Drinkaware as outlined in this Irish Times 
piece https://www.irishtimes.com/business/agribusiness-and-food/simon-harris-
in-lecturing-preening-interfering-mood-when-it-comes-to-alcohol-1.4135028   

Journalist 20/02/2020 Part Granted 

13/01/2020 27 Corr. and any documents/minutes/notes re; Drinkaware since December 1 2019. Journalist 20/02/2020 Part granted 

13/01/2020 26 Corr. from the 1 September 2019 to date between the Minister for Health and 
any other Minister or Minister of State, or the Taoiseach on the issue of 
licensing laws (regarding the sale of alcohol in Ireland.) 

Journalist 10/02/2020 Refused 



13/01/2020 25 Corr. to and from Minister Harris re;  e-cigarettes since November 1, 2019. Journalist 05/02/2020 Granted 

13/01/2020 24 Corr. to or from the Minister or the Minister's office to media organisations 
regarding Drinkaware in December 2019.  

Journalist 21/02/2020 Granted 

08/01/2020 23 Corr. between Deputy Michael Lowry and Ministers in the Department between 
the period 01 January 2019 and the present day.  

Journalist 05/03/2020 Part-Granted 

10/01/2020 22 Corr. between Minister Harris; his advisers; Department’s Sec Gen; or Assistant 
Sec Gen and Drinkaware.ie from October 1, 2019 to date.  

Journalist 20/02/2020 Refused 

09/01/2020 21 Reports on consultant contract compliance submitted to the Department of 
Health from March to December 2019 

Journalist 06/02/2020 Granted 

09/01/2020 20 All TDs who have asked the Minister for Health to expedite inpatient and 
outpatient hospital appointments since 01 January 2019, including a breakdown 
of the number of requests per TD, the correspondence between TDs and the 
Minister for Health's office and the outcome of each request. 

Journalist 

 

 

14/02/2020 Part-Granted 

09/01/2020 19 Number of TDs who have asked the Minister for Health to expedite medical 
card applications since 01 January 2019, including a breakdown of the number 
of requests per TD, the correspondence between TDs and the Minister for 
Health's office, and the outcome of each request. 

Journalist 06/02/2020 Refused 



09/01/2020 18 Corr. between Chiropractic Association of Ireland and Minister Harris re; 
wording of the Treatment of Cancer (Advertisements) Bill 2018 from January 
2019 to date 

Journalist 21/01/2020 Granted 

08/01/2020 17 Submissions made to the Minister or Ministers of State using the e-submissions 
system in the period 8 October 2019 to date.  

Journalist 05/03/2020 Part-Granted 

08/01/2020 16 Corr. to the Chief Medical Officers on access/availability in Ireland of 
predictive genetic tests/screening programmes for cancer risk genes, including 
BRCA. Also request the return correspondence + briefing papers/notes provided 
on this topic. Period - 1 January 2019 to date. 

Journalist 04/02/2020 Refused 

08/01/2020 15 External/internal comms associated with the Consultation with Food Businesses 
on the Introduction of Mandatory Calorie Posting on Menus in 2019 & 2020. 

Business 
Interest Group 

12/02/2020 Part Granted 

07/01/2020 14 Corr. between Minister Harris and Minister Paschal Donohoe regarding 
recruitment controls within the HSE since 1 April 2019 

Journalist 21/01/2020 Refused 

07/01/2020 12 Any briefing docs about Ireland and Irish affairs prepared by the Dept. of 
Health for the European Commissioners for Health and Food Safety.  

Journalist 27/01/2020 Refused 

07/01/2020 11 Documents (incl. emails & briefing notes) relating to the Breast Check 
programme over the last six months. 

Journalist 06/02/2020 Part Granted 

06/01/2020 10 Minutes of governance meetings with the Medical Council from 8 November 
2019 to date. 

Journalist 13/01/2020 Granted 



06/01/2020 9 Corr. between the Minister for Health, Secretary General, and the Department 
Principal Officer of Cancer, Blood and Organs Policy and the following; 
Director of HSE Organ Donation and Transplant Ireland (ODTI), chief 
operations Officer of ODTI, Irish Kidney Association, Irish Heart Foundation 
and CF Ireland; regarding advancing organ donation and transplantation in 
Ireland (policy developments, resources, etc). Period 23 July 2019 to date. 

Journalist 03/02/2020 Granted 

06/01/2020 8 Amount spent by the Dept. on flights/total number of flights taken in 2017, 
2018 and 2019 + breakdown of flights made by the Department's Ministers 
from 2017 - 2019 and the destinations that were travelled to.   

Journalist 29/01/2020 Granted 

02/01/2020 6 Records held + copies of any briefings, submissions, etc provided to Minister 
Catherine Byrne relating to the opening of a primary care centre in Drimnagh in 
December 2019. Cover period 1 September 2019 to date of receipt. 

Journalist 22/01/2020 Granted 

03/01/2020 5 Letter and email to the Minister for Health from the Medical Council, Irish 
College of General Practitioners and Irish Medical Organisation on the 
operation of telemedicine to patients in Ireland from 1 January 2019 to date. 
Also, briefing notes on telemedicine provided to the Minister in this period. 

Journalist 03/02/2020 Refused 

02/01/2020 4 Briefings or documents prepared for either Minister Harris/Dept. Secretary 
General re; delays in chemotherapy provision at Crumlin Children's Hospital. 
Records held in the email account of Minister Harris relating to delays to 
provision of chemotherapy treatment to patients at Crumlin Children's Hospital. 
Both parts of this request to cover the period 1 November 2019 to date. 

Journalist 30/01/2020 Part Granted 



02/01/2020 3 Records held re; comments made by Minister Harris about hospital consultants 
in the Limerick region and their working arrangements. 

Journalist 05/02/2020 Refused 

02/01/2020 1 All corr. + minutes of all meetings between Minister for Health and Purple 
House Cancer Support from 1st August 2019 to date.  

All corr. between Minister for Health and the HSE on the issue of funding 
for Purple House Cancer Support, between 1st August 2019 to date.    

Journalist 27/01/2020 Part-Granted 

 


