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1. Introduction 

1.1 The purpose of this document is to set out the operational parameters of the Rural Regeneration 
and Development Fund (hereafter “the Fund”) in the context of Commission Regulation (EU) No 
651/2014 of 17 June 2014 declaring certain categories of aid compatible with the internal market in 
application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty1 (hereafter “the Regulation”). 

2. Objective of the Scheme 

2.1 The overarching priority of the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (hereafter “the 
Fund”) is the achievement of stated national, regional and local strategic development and planning 
objectives and the delivery of significant and sustainable regeneration in rural towns and villages and 
their hinterlands.   

2.2 The capital investment supported by the Fund will seek to deliver key outcomes, amongst which 
are sustainable community and economic development in rural Ireland; the revitalisation and 
regeneration of towns and villages; the encouragement of entrepreneurship and innovation; the 
development of key economic growth sectors such as tourism; improved community development 
and quality of life; the protection of the environment and our heritage assets; and the development 
of cultural life in rural areas. 

3. Legal Basis and Rules 

3.1 The legal basis for the Fund is a Government Decision of 29th May 2018, which approved the 
establishment and structure of the Fund, in accordance with the commitment set out in Project 
Ireland 2040.  

3.2 Project Ireland 2040, launched on 16th February 2018, is the Government’s overarching policy 
and planning framework for the social, economic and cultural development of Ireland.  It includes a 
detailed capital investment plan for the next ten years, the National Development Plan (NDP) 2018-
2027, and the National Planning Framework (NPF) which outlines the broader policy principles and 
priorities in planning for future population and economic growth to 2040. 

3.3 The operation of this scheme is subject to the provisions of Chapter I and Chapter III, Articles 
14,16,25,26,27,36,3738,39,45,48,49,50,52,53,55,56 of the Regulation 

4. Budget 

4.1 The National Development Plan commits to providing an additional €1 billion for the Rural 
Regeneration and Development Fund over the ten year period of the Plan.  The Fund was 
established under remit of the Department of Rural and Community Development. 

4.2 The annual budget of the Fund will not exceed €150 million.  Initial funding of €315 million has 
been allocated over the period 2019 to 2022, with €52 million allocated in 2019. 

5. Scope of the Scheme 

                                                           
1 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:02014R0651-20170710&from=EN  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:02014R0651-20170710&from=EN


5.1 The Fund is open to applications from State-funded bodies only.  A State-funded body is defined 
as a body established by central Government or with central Government approval and which 
receives a portion of its funding from the State; this includes, for example, local authorities, Local 
Development Companies, semi-State companies and other State agencies.   

5.2 A collaborative approach to applications is sought however.  Community organisations, voluntary 
groups or other civil society bodies can partner with a State-funded body, which would be in a 
position to assume the lead applicant role. 

5.3 Calls for applications will be issued periodically throughout the duration of the Fund.  These calls 
will set out the scope and scale of projects that will be supported.  This may involve a focus on 
particular policy priorities (such as Brexit-resilience, climate adaptation, town and village 
regeneration etc) or particular sectors (community development, infrastructural deficits, transport 
etc) to ensure that the full objectives of the Fund are realised. 

5.4 The following categories of aid may be supported under the Fund.  Descriptions of the eligible 
activities that can be supported are set out in Schedules 1 to 17: 

 Schedule 1 – Regional Investment Aid 

 Schedule 2 – Regional Urban Development Aid 

 Schedule 3 – Aid for Research and Development and Innovation 

 Schedule 4 – Investment Aid for Research Infrastructures 

 Schedule 5 – Aid for Innovation Clusters 

 Schedule 6 – Aid to allow the surpassing of Union standards for environmental protection or 
to increase the level of environmental protection in the absence of Union standards 

 Schedule 7 – Aid for early adaptation to future Union standards for environmental 
protection 

 Schedule 8 – Aid for energy efficiency measures 

 Schedule 9 – Aid for energy efficiency projects in buildings 

 Schedule 10 – Aid for remediation of contaminated sites 

 Schedule 11 – Aid for energy infrastructure 

 Schedule 12 – Aid for environmental studies 

 Schedule 13 – Aid to address damage caused by certain natural disasters 

 Schedule 14 – Aid for broadband infrastructures 

 Schedule 15 – Aid for culture and heritage conservation 

 Schedule 16 – Aid for sport and multifunctional recreational infrastructures 

 Schedule 17 – Aid for local infrastructures 

5.5 The right to apply does not impose any obligation on the State to provide funding to an 
applicant. 

5.6 The Fund shall not apply to the following:-  
 

a. Aid granted in the fishery and aquaculture sector, as covered by Regulation (EU) 1379/2013;  
 

b. Aid granted in the primary agricultural production sector, with the exception of aid for 
research and development, environmental aid and training aid;  

 
c. Aid granted in the sector of processing and marketing of agricultural products, in the 

following cases:  
 



I. where the amount of the aid is fixed on the basis of the price or quantity of such 
products purchased from primary producers or put on the market by the 
undertakings concerned; or  

II. where the aid is conditional on being partly or entirely passed on to primary 
producers;  

d. Aid to facilitate the closure of uncompetitive coal mines, as covered by Council Decision No 
2010/787;  

 
5.7 Where an undertaking is active in the excluded sectors as referred to in points (a), (b) or (c) at 
5.6 above, and in sectors which fall within the scope of the Fund, the Fund applies to aid granted in 
respect of the latter sectors or activities, provided that appropriate means, such as separation of 
activities or distinction of costs, are taken to ensure that the activities in the excluded sectors do not 
benefit from the aid granted in accordance with this Fund.  
 
5.8 The following aid is not permitted under the Fund:-  
 

a) Aid to export-related activities towards third countries or Member States, namely aid 
directly linked to the quantities exported, to the establishment and operation of a 
distribution network or to other current costs linked to the export activity.  

 
b) Aid contingent upon the use of domestic over imported goods.  

 
c) Aid where the grant of aid is subject to the obligation for the beneficiary to have its 

headquarters in Ireland or to be predominantly established in Ireland, although the 
requirement to have an establishment or branch in Ireland at the moment of payment of the 
aid is allowed.  

 
d) Aid subject to the obligation for the beneficiary to use nationally produced goods or national 

services.  
 

e) Aid which restricts the possibility for the beneficiaries to exploit the research, development 
and innovation results in other Member States.  

 
5.9 The following undertakings are ineligible for aid under the Fund:  
 

a) An undertaking which is subject to an outstanding recovery order following a previous 
Commission decision declaring an aid illegal and incompatible with the internal market; or  

 
b) An undertaking in difficulty as defined by Article 2(18) of the GBER.  

 

6. Maximum Amounts payable under the Scheme 

6.1 The maximum amounts payable under the Fund are set out in Schedules 1 to 17. 

6.2 The amounts set out in Schedules 1 to 17 reflect the maximum levels of support permitted under 
the Regulation.  It should be noted that the Department of Rural and Community Development may 
specify lower aid intensities and/or thresholds as part of calls for applications under the Fund.   

6.3 The thresholds set out in Schedules 1 to 17 shall not be circumvented by artificially splitting up 
aid projects. 



6.4 The Fund requires that an aid beneficiary will be required to provide a financial contribution of at 
least 25% of eligible costs.  In certain circumstances – where communities contribute more than half 
the matched funding – a financial contribution of 20% is possible.  However, this will be subject to 
overall State aid rules. 

7. Transparency of Aid 

7.1 Aid will be awarded by way of grants, in line with Article 5 of the Regulation. 

8. Incentive Effect 

8.1 The Fund shall only apply to aid which has an incentive effect. 

8.2  Aid shall be considered to have an incentive effect if the beneficiary has submitted a written 
application for the aid to the Department of Rural and Community Development before work on the 
project starts. The application for aid shall contain at least the following information:-  
 

a) Undertaking’s name and size  

b) Description of the project, including its start and end dates  

c) Location of the project  

d) List of project costs  

e) Type of aid (i.e. grant) and amount of public funding needed for the project  
 

9. Calculating aid intensity and eligible costs  
 
9.1 For the purposes of calculating aid intensity and eligible costs, all figures used shall be taken 
before any deduction of tax or other charge.  
 
9.2 The eligible costs shall be supported by documentary evidence which shall be clear, specific and 
contemporary.  
 
10. Cumulation  
 
10.1 The Fund will comply with Article 8 of the Regulation regarding cumulation.  
 
10.2 In determining whether the notification threshold set out in Article 4 of the Regulation and the 
maximum aid intensities set out in Schedules 1 to 17 are respected, the total amount of State aid for 
the aided activity or project or undertaking shall be taken into account.  
 
10.3 Where Union funding centrally managed by the institutions, agencies, joint undertakings or 
other bodies of the Union that is not directly or indirectly under the control of the Member State is 
combined with State aid, only the latter shall be considered for determining whether notification 
thresholds and maximum aid intensities or maximum aid amounts are respected, provided that the 
total amount of public funding granted in relation to the same eligible costs does not exceed the 
most favourable funding rate laid down in the applicable rules of Union law.  
 
10.4 Aid with identifiable eligible costs granted under this Fund may be cumulated with:-  
 

a. Any other State aid, as long as those measures concern different identifiable costs,  
 



b. Any other State aid, in relation to the same eligible costs, partly or fully overlapping, 
only if such cumulation does not result in exceeding the highest aid intensity or aid 
amount applicable to this aid under GBER.  

 
10.5 Aid granted under this Scheme shall not be cumulated with any de minimis aid in respect of the 
same eligible costs if such cumulation would result in an aid intensity exceeding those set out in 
Schedules 1 to 17.  
 
11. Monitoring & Reporting Requirements  
 
11.1 Records with the information and supporting documentation necessary to establish that all the 
conditions laid down in the Regulation are fulfilled will be kept for 10 years from the date of the last 
award of aid under the Fund.  
 
11.2 Details for any award exceeding €500,000 granted under this Fund will be published on a 
dedicated State aid website within 6 months from the date the aid was granted.  
 
11.3 An annual report on the expenditure under this Fund will be provided to the Commission.  
 
11.4 Where the Commission requests information and documentation which the Commission 
considers necessary to monitor the application of the Regulation, such information and 
documentation shall be provided within 20 working days of receipt of the request from the 
Commission or such longer period as may be fixed in the request.  
 
12. Period of Validity  
 
12.1 This Scheme shall operate from 4 July 2018 to 31 December 2027.  
 

  



Schedule 1 – Regional Investment Aid 

Type of Aid 

Aid to support new investment and new employment in productive projects in assisted areas in rural 
locations, in accordance with Article 14 of the Regulation. 

Eligible Costs 

The eligible costs for such projects shall be as established in Article 14 of the Regulation. 

Aid Intensity 

The aid intensity for each beneficiary under the Fund will not exceed the limits set out in Article 14 
of the Regulation. 

Maximum Amount Payable under the Scheme 

This will be in accordance with the ‘adjusted aid amount’ of aid, as calculated in accordance with the 
mechanism defined in Article 2, point 20 of the Regulation for an investment with eligible costs of 
€100 million. 

Schedule 2 – Regional Urban Development Aid 

Type of Aid 

Aid to support regeneration and address vacancy, dereliction and infrastructural difficulties in 
projects in urban locations in assisted areas, in accordance with the requirements of Article 16 of the 
Regulation. 

Eligible Costs 

The eligible costs for such projects shall be as established in Article 16 of the Regulation. 

Aid Intensity 

The aid intensity for each beneficiary under the Fund for this type of aid will not exceed the limit set 
out in Article 16 of the Regulation. 

Maximum Amount Payable under the Scheme 

€20 million, as laid down in Article 16(3) of the Regulation. 

Schedule 3 – Aid for Research and Development and Innovation 

Type of Aid 

Aid to carry out feasibility studies to evaluate the potential of a potential project, in accordance with 
the requirements of Article 25 of the Regulation, in particular supporting the process of decision-
making by objectively and rationally uncovering project strengths and weaknesses, opportunities 
and threats, as well as identifying the resources required to carry the project through and ultimately 
its prospects for success. 

Eligible Costs 

The eligible costs for such studies shall be as established in Article 25 of the Regulation. 

Aid Intensity 

The aid intensity for each beneficiary under the Fund for this type of aid will not exceed the limit set 
out in Article 25 of the Regulation. 



Maximum Amount Payable under the Scheme 

The maximum aid will be in accordance with the limits set in Article 4(1)(i),(i)-(vi) of the Regulation. 

Schedule 4 – Investment Aid for Research Infrastructures 

Type of Aid 

Aid to construct or upgrade research infrastructures, in accordance with the requirements of Article 
26 of the Regulation, that provide resources and services for research communities to conduct 
research and foster innovation, including major scientific equipment or sets of instruments, 
collections, archives or scientific data, computing systems and communication networks and any 
other research and innovation infrastructure of a unique nature which is open to external users. 

Eligible Costs 

The eligible costs for such projects shall be as established in Article 26 of the Regulation. 

Aid Intensity 

The aid intensity for each beneficiary under the Fund for this type of aid will not exceed the limit set 
out in Article 26 of the Regulation. 

Maximum Amount Payable under the Scheme 

€20 million per infrastructure. 

Schedule 5 – Aid for Innovation Clusters 

Type of Aid 

Aid to construct or upgrade of innovation cluster facilities that will enable groups of specialised 
enterprises and other related supporting actors to cooperate together in a particular location, in 
accordance with the requirements of Article 27 of the Regulation. 

Eligible Costs 

The eligible costs for such projects shall be as established in Article 27 of the Regulation. 

Aid Intensity 

The aid intensity for each beneficiary under the Fund for this type of aid will not exceed the limit set 
out in Article 27 of the Regulation. 

Maximum Amount Payable under the Scheme 

€20 million per cluster. 

Schedule 6 – Aid to allow the surpassing of Union standards for environmental protection or to 
increase the level of environmental protection in the absence of Union standards 

Type of Aid 

Aid for the construction, upgrade or acquisition of capital assets which will allow the surpassing of 
Union standards for environmental protection or to increase the level of environmental protection 
in the absence of Union standards, in accordance with the requirements of Article 36 of the 
Regulation.   

Eligible Costs 

The eligible costs for such projects shall be as established in Article 36 of the Regulation. 



Aid Intensity 

The aid intensity for each beneficiary under the Fund for this type of aid will not exceed the limit set 
out in Article 36 of the Regulation. 

Maximum Amount Payable under the Scheme 

€15 million per undertaking per investment project. 

Schedule 7 – Aid for early adaptation to future Union standards for environmental protection 

Type of Aid 

Aid for the construction, upgrade or acquisition of capital assets which will allow early adaptation of 
future Union standards for environmental protection, in accordance with the requirements of Article 
37 of the Regulation.   

Eligible Costs 

The eligible costs for such projects shall be as established in Article 37 of the Regulation. 

Aid Intensity 

The aid intensity for each beneficiary under the Fund for this type of aid will not exceed the limit set 
out in Article 37 of the Regulation. 

Maximum Amount Payable under the Scheme 

€15 million per undertaking per investment project. 

 Schedule 8 – Aid for energy efficiency measures 

Type of Aid 

Aid for the construction, upgrade or acquisition of capital assets which will enable the achievement 
of a higher level of energy efficiency, in accordance with the requirements of Article 38 of the 
Regulation.   

Eligible Costs 

The eligible costs for such projects shall be as established in Article 38 of the Regulation. 

Aid Intensity 

The aid intensity for each beneficiary under the Fund for this type of aid will not exceed the limit set 
out in Article 38 of the Regulation. 

Maximum Amount Payable under the Scheme 

€10 million, as laid down in Article 39(5). 

 Schedule 9 – Aid for energy efficiency projects in buildings 

Type of Aid 

Aid for the upgrade of buildings which will achieve greater energy efficiency, in accordance with the 
requirements of Article 39 of the Regulation.   

Eligible Costs 

The eligible costs for such projects shall be as established in Article 39 of the Regulation. 



Aid Intensity 

The aid intensity for each beneficiary under the Fund for this type of aid will not exceed the limit set 
out in Article 39 of the Regulation. 

Maximum Amount Payable under the Scheme 

€10 million, as laid down in Article 39(5). 

Schedule 10 – Aid for remediation of contaminated sites 

Type of Aid 

Aid for the repair of contaminated sites to address environmental damage, including to the soil 
quality, surface water or groundwater, in accordance with the requirements of Article 45 of the 
Regulation.   

Eligible Costs 

The eligible costs for such projects shall be as established in Article 45 of the Regulation. 

Aid Intensity 

The aid intensity for each beneficiary under the Fund for this type of aid will not exceed the limit set 
out in Article 45 of the Regulation. 

Maximum Amount Payable under the Scheme 

€20 million per undertaking per investment project. 

Schedule 11 – Aid for energy infrastructure 

Type of Aid 

Aid for the construction or upgrade of energy infrastructure assets in assisted areas in rural 
locations, in accordance with the requirements of Article 48 of the Regulation.   

Eligible Costs 

The eligible costs for such projects shall be as established in Article 48 of the Regulation. 

Aid Intensity 

The aid intensity for each beneficiary under the Fund for this type of aid will not exceed the limit set 
out in Article 48 of the Regulation. 

Maximum Amount Payable under the Scheme 

€20 million per undertaking per investment project. 

Schedule 12 – Aid for environmental studies 

Type of Aid 

Aid for the carrying out of environmental studies which will underpin projects which will assist in the 
protection of the environment, in accordance with the requirements of Article 49 of the Regulation.   

Eligible Costs 

The eligible costs for such projects shall be as established in Article 49 of the Regulation. 

Aid Intensity 



The aid intensity for each beneficiary under the Fund for this type of aid will not exceed the limit set 
out in Article 49 of the Regulation. 

Maximum Amount Payable under the Scheme 

€50 million per undertaking. 

Schedule 13 – Aid to address damage caused by certain natural disasters 

Type of Aid 

Aid for the carrying out of projects which will address the damage caused by earthquakes, 
avalanches, landslides, floods, tornadoes, remnants of hurricanes and natural wildfires, in 
accordance with the requirements of Article 50 of the Regulation.   

Eligible Costs 

The eligible costs for such projects shall be as established in Article 50 of the Regulation. 

Aid Intensity 

The aid intensity for each beneficiary under the Fund for this type of aid will not exceed the limit set 
out in Article 50 of the Regulation. 

Schedule 14 – Aid for broadband infrastructures 

Type of Aid 

Aid for projects relating to the deployment of passive broadband infrastructure, the carrying out of 
broadband-related civil engineering works, the deployment of basic broadband networks and the 
deployment of next generation access networks, in accordance with the requirements of Article 52 
of the Regulation.   

Eligible Costs 

The eligible costs for such projects shall be as established in Article 52 of the Regulation. 

Aid Intensity 

The aid intensity for each beneficiary under the Fund for this type of aid will not exceed the limit set 
out in Article 52 of the Regulation. 

Maximum Amount Payable under the Scheme 

€70 million total costs per project. 

Schedule 15 – Aid for culture and heritage conservation 

Type of Aid 

Aid for projects which will invest in culture and heritage conservation, in particular capital 
investment in heritage and cultural assets such as national monuments, museums, theatres etc, in 
accordance with the definitions and requirements of Article 53 of the Regulation.   

Eligible Costs 

The eligible costs for such projects shall be as established in Article 53 of the Regulation. 

Aid Intensity 



The aid intensity for each beneficiary under the Fund for this type of aid will not exceed the limit set 
out in Article 53 of the Regulation. 

Maximum Amount Payable under the Scheme 

€100 million per project. 

Schedule 16 – Aid for sport and multifunctional recreational infrastructures 

Type of Aid 

Aid for projects which will invest in sports infrastructure which cater to more than a single sports 
user and recreational facilities of a multi-functional character, for example, offering recreational and 
cultural or community services, in accordance with the requirements of Article 55 of the Regulation.   

Eligible Costs 

The eligible costs for such projects shall be as established in Article 55 of the Regulation. 

Aid Intensity 

The aid intensity for each beneficiary under the Fund for this type of aid will not exceed the limit set 
out in Article 55 of the Regulation. 

Maximum Amount Payable under the Scheme 

Aid will not exceed €15 million or the total costs shall not exceed €50 million per project. 

 
Schedule 17 – Aid for local infrastructures 

Type of Aid 

Aid for projects which will invest in the construction or upgrade of local infrastructures which will 
contribute at a local level to improving the business and consumer environment, in accordance with 
the definitions and requirements of Article 56 of the Regulation.   

Eligible Costs 

The eligible costs for such projects shall be as established in Article 56 of the Regulation. 

Aid Intensity 

The aid intensity for each beneficiary under the Fund for this type of aid will not exceed the limit set 
out in Article 56 of the Regulation. 

Maximum Amount Payable under the Scheme 

Aid will not exceed €10 million or the total costs shall not exceed €20 million per project. 


