
Date of 

Request

Our Ref 

2017 Summary of Request Category of Requester Decision Date Decision Made

31/03/2017 106 All correspondence to/from Central Remedial Clinic chief executive 

and the following individuals between September 29, 2015 and 

March 31, 2017. 

- Former minister for health Leo Varadaker

- Former junior Minister Kathleen Lynch

- Minister for Health Simon Harris

- Junior Minister Finian McGrath

- Department of Health Secretary General Jim Breslin. 

Journalist 03/05/2017 Refused

29/03/2017 105 All correspondence between the Department of Health 

and Vertex Pharmaceuticals in relation to Orkambi and Kalydeco 

from 1 November 2016 to today, 29 March 2017. 

Journalist 28/04/2017 Granted

29/03/2017 104 All correspondence received by the Department from tobacco 

companies objecting to proposals to introduce ‘plain packaging’ on 

all cigarette and other tobacco products.

Journalist 26/05/2017

29/03/2017 102 1. Notes, minutes, preparatory briefings and follow up records 

pertaining to a meeting between the secretary general and their UK 

permanent secretary counterparts on 5/6 Oct 2016

Public 27/04/2017 Refused

22/03/2017 100 The minutes of all Cabinet sub committee meetings of which 

minister Harris is a member. 

The timeframe for this request is: 01/10/16-today's date.

Media 21/04/2017 Refused

21/03/2017 99 All records of expenses incurred by the Minister and the Minister of 

State (s) on their St Patrick’s Day trip? 

Journalist 20/04/2017 Part Granted

20/03/2017 98 All correspondence from crisis pregnancy agencies or organisations 

connected to crisis pregnancy agencies on the topic of a possible 

increase in regulation for such counsellors over the last three years.

Journalist 21/04/2017

20/03/2017 97 Details pertaining to Helen McEntee's travel costs to Argentina for 

St. Patrick's Day

Journalist 19/04/2017 Part Granted

20/03/2017 96 Details pertaining to Marcella Corcoran Kennedy's travel costs to 

the Czech Republic and Hungary for St. Patrick's Day.

Journalist 19/04/2017 Part Granted



20/03/2017 95 Details pertaining to Finian McGrath's travel costs to the UK for St. 

Patrick's Day.

Journalist 19/04/2017 Part Granted

16/03/2017 94 All correspondence between Conal Devine and Associates and 

Conor Dignam SC between June 1 2016 and August 31 2016.

Media 18/04/2017 Refused

15/03/2017 93 The name and amount paid to each private firm in each of the past 

three years which offered advise on restructuring the health service.

Journalist 13/04/2017  Granted

15/03/2017 92 The amount spent in each of the past three years employing 

consultancy firms to draw up plans designed to cuts costs out of the 

HSE budget.

Journalist 13/04/2017

15/03/2017 91 The "Health Systems in Transition Ireland: Health System Review 

2009" report by the European Observatory on Health Systems, 

Polices was subject to "significant" peer review by Hawkins House: 

It stated that Irish G.P. fees were €60 - €80 per visit.

Who was involved in peer-reviewing that report? 

Any correspondence relating to the production of this report and the 

€60-80 figure. 

Business 13/04/2017

15/03/2017 90 All correspondence between Minister Denis Naughten and the 

Department of Health since October 1, 2016.

Journalist 13/04/2017 Refused

14/03/2017 89 A breakdown of costs incurred relating to the Lindsay Tribunal, in 

tabular form.

Journal 12/04/2017 Admin Access

14/03/2017 88 All correspondence re licenses for the cultivation of Hemp from, 

2012 - 2016/17

Public 12/04/2017 Refused

07/03/2017 87 Correspondence to/from the Minister for Health and the HSE and/or 

public hospitals about the double charging of people with health 

insurance when they use public hospitals.  The timeframe covered in 

the documents should be from January 1, 2017.

Media 10/05/2017 Granted



09/03/2017 86 All correspondence, from January 1st 2017 to March 9th 2017, from 

any health insurance company to the Minister/ Dept of Health 

concerning the charging of patients with Private Medical Insurance 

for use of public hospital facilities under the provisions of the 

Health Amendment Act between January 1st 2017 and March 9th 

2017 and from January 1st 2016 to December 31st 2016.

Media 17/05/2017 Part Granted

09/03/20017 85 Submissions made to a formal consultation process on the statutory 

regulation of counsellors and psychotherapists

Journalist 07/04/2017 Refused

08/03/2017 83 All correspondence sent to the Minister for Health regarding Tuam 

Mother and Babies Home

Oireachtas 06/04/2017 Refused

08/03/2017 80 Briefing notes prepared for the Minister’s attendance at the 

Healthcare Enterprise Alliance Breakfast Briefing in February 2017.

 Business 06/04/2017 Granted

08/03/2017 78 Briefing notes prepared for the Minister for his meeting with the 

Irish Cancer Society on August 22nd 2016.

Business 06/04/2017 Part Granted

08/03/2017 77 Minutes and Miisterial briefing for the meeting between Minister 

Harris and Fergal Goodman on August 22nd 2016 

Business 06/04/2017 Refused

08/03/2017 76 Minutes and Ministerial briefing for the meeting between Minister 

Harris, Fergal Goodman and Paul Bolger on July 20th 2016

Business 06/04/2017 Refused

08/03/2016 75 Briefing prepared for the Minister for his visit to Purple House 

Cancer Support, Bray, on July 1st 2016

Business 06/04/2017 Granted

08/03/2017 74 Minutes and Ministerial briefing for the meeting between Minister 

Harris and Michael Barry on May 13 2016

Business 06/04/2017  Granted

08/03/2017 73 Minutes and briefing material prepared for the most recent 

Management Advisory Committee (MAC)

Business 06/04/2017 Part Granted

08/03/2017 72 Minister Harris' diary from October 1, 2016 to the present date. Business 06/04/2017 Refused

06/03/2017 71 Copy of Ministerial directive re hospital appointments waiting time 

and if such a directive was sent out to hospitals

If directive was sent can tell me what it said?

Public 04/04/2017 Refused



07/03/2017 70 A list of external consultant reports commissioned by your 

Department for 2016.

Journalist 05/04/2017 Granted

02/03/2017 68 All correspondence between the Department and senior hospital 

management, over the past two years,  regarding the use of prefabs 

to treat patients

Journalist 31/03/2017 Part Granted

06/03/2017 67 1) Correspondence between Minister Harris and with either Director 

General of HSE, Deputy Director General of HSE, and/or National 

Director of Acute Hospital in the HSE  regarding the appointment 

of Mr Ian Carter as the new CEO of Beaumont Hospital in the time-

frame of 1 January 2016 to 3 March 2017.  2) All correspondence 

between any senior staff member in the Department of Health with 

either the Director General, Deputy Director General and or 

National Director of Acute Hospital in the HSE with regards to the 

appointment of Mr Ian Carter as the new CEO of Beaumont 

Hospital in the time-frame of 1 January 2016 to 3 March 2017 

inclusive.

Public 04/04/2017 Granted

03/03/2017 66 Briefing prepared for Ministr Harris relating to the possibility of 

removing or sacking HSE managers who fail to achieve targets.

Journalist 04/04/2017 Granted

06/03/2017 65 Any records relating to arrangement and subsequent cancellation of 

visit by Minister Simon Harris to UHG in December 2016.

Journalist 04/04/2017 Part Granted

03/03/2017 64 Monies spent by the Dept of Health for the control of the number of 

seagulls on the roof of Hawkins House

Journalist 03/04/2017 Refused

02/03/2017 63 All correspondence held by the Department concerning any plans to 

change hospital food menus in order to provide healthier options for 

patients.

Journalist 31/03/2017 Granted

02/03/2017 62 All correspondence between the Department of Health and the VHI 

since 1 January 2017.

Business 11/05/2017  Part Granted

02/03/2017 61 All documents relating to proposals to fund IVF during the period 

between 1 January 2016 and 2 March 2017. 

Media 31/03/2017 Part Granted

20/02/2017 56 All Records in relation to smear tests for women under 25  Public 21/03/2017 Refused

20/02/2017 55 All correspondence in relation the new Drug Injection Centres Public 21/03/2017



21/02/2017 54 1. All correspondence between the Minister for Health/SG and the 

director general of the HSE, between 01 January 2017 and 20 

February 2017  2. Report submitted by the HSE to the Minister  for 

Health regarding payments by the pharmaceutical industry to 

doctors and public hospitals

Journalist 22/03/2017 Part Granted

16/02/2017 53 2. All correspondence between James Reilly and the HSE, for the 

period March 2011 to December 2012 inclusive, regarding the 

termination of the Health Stat reporting system

Media 16/03/2017 Refused

21/02/2017 52 1) Copies of all complaints sent to the department regarding waiting 

lists for appointments in hospitals in Ireland specifically in Sligo 

General Hospital.

Public 22/03/2017 Refused

16/02/2017 51 All correspondence between James Reilly and the HSE, for the 

period March 2011 to December 2012 regarding measures to allow 

the HSE to collect bills from insurance companies without a 

consultant’s signature (“decoupling”)

Media 16/03/2017 Refused

16/02/2016 49 (1) All correspondence between the National Paediatric Hospital 

Development Board and the Department of Health on the cost of the 

new national children’s hospital (from June 2016 to Feb 2017) on 

an increase in fees paid to the chairman of the board  (2) All 

correspondence between the board and the Department of Health 

regarding  remuneration of staff involved in the administration side 

of the office overseeing the new hospital.

Journalist 17/05/2017 Part Granted

16/02/2017 48 All correspondence between the then Minister for Health James 

Reilly and the IHCA, IMO and HSE in the period March 2011 to 

December 2012, inclusive regarding the implementation of 

Consultant Contracts Steering Group and the pay cut for new 

entrant consultants

Media 16/03/2017 Granted

16/02/2017 47 All information on the total expenditure by the department in 2016 

for tea, coffee, sandwiches, biscuits/cakes.

Media 16/03/2017 Granted



13/02/2017 46 All correspondence between the Department and the HSE and 

NTPF relating to the RTE Investigates programme on waiting lists 

that was broadcast on February 6.  - Copies of any briefing prepared 

for Minister Harris relating to the RTE Investigates programme.

Journalist 13/03/2017 Part Granted

13/02/2017 45 Minister Harris' diary for the period 1 February 2016 to date of 

receipt of this request.  - Copies of any invoices/receipts/itineraries 

relating to a trip outside of Ireland undertaken by Minister Harris on 

February 6.  - Copies of any correspondence C52between Minister 

Harris and RTE's Claire Byrne show relating to arrangement of an 

interview with the minister for broadcast on February 6.

Journalist 11/05/2017 Part Granted

08/02/2017 44 All correspondence between the Department of Health and the 

Health Service Executive and  the National Treatment Purchase 

Fund between 30 November 2016 and 7 February 2017 with regard 

to the RTE Investigates programme 'Living on the List' broadcast on 

February 6th, 2017.

Oireachtas 08/03/2017 Part Granted

08/02/2017 43 All correspondence between the Department of Health and the 

Health Service Executive and the National Treatment Purchase 

Fund between 30 November 2016 and 7 February 2017 with regard 

to National Treatment Purchase Fund waiting list data for out-

patients, in-patients and day case patients.

Oireachtas 08/03/2017

07/02/2017 42 All correspondence between the Department of Health and the 

Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety Northern 

Ireland on the issues of a) Alcohol health policy (including 

Minimum Unit Pricing), b) Cross Border Directive, c) The provision 

of Deep Brain Stimulation facilities d) Altnagelvin Hospital in 

Derry e) the North South Ministerial Council and F) Brexit during 

the dates 1July 2016 until 1January 2017.

Journalist 07/03/2017 Part Granted

07/02/2017 41 All minutes from and documents, surveys, correspondence 

presented to meetings of the Healthy Ireland Council since 

December 2015. 

Journalist 07/03/2017 Granted

06/02/2017 40 Minister Simon Harris's diary for December 2016 Public 06/03/2017 Refused



03/02/2017 39 Spend on hairstyling, make-up, personal grooming and general 

cosmetic expenses from 2010 – 2017.

Journalist 03/03/2017 Refused

03/02/2017 38 When will Ireland sign the UN Convention?  Copies of each 

W.N.U.S.P and C.R.P.D

Public 03/03/2017 Admin Release

02/02/2017 36 Spend on the control of the number of pigeons on the roof of 

Hawkins House - 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016.  

Journalist 02/03/2017 Refused

01/02/2017 35 All submissions to the Department of Health in December 2016 

relating to the Misuse of Drugs (Supervised Injecting Facilities) Bill 

2016.

Journalist 01/03/2017 Part Granted

01/02/2017 34 Briefing prepared for Minister Harris for the debate on the 

Symphysiotomy Payment Scheme in the Dáil on 26 January 2017 

Business 01/03/2017 Refused

31/01/2017 33 All correspondence sent and received by the Minister for Health and 

Secretary General on the role of Physician Associates.  All 

correspondence between the Department’s National HR Unit and 

the Professional Regulation Unit with the HSE HR, HSE Acute 

Hospitals from 1 June 2016 to 30 January 2017.

Journalist 28/02/2017 Refused

30/01/2017 32 Copies of all submissions received by your Department relating to 

Public Health (Alcohol) Bill. 

Journalist 27/02/2017 Part Granted

30/01/2017 31 All correspondence between your Department and the IBTS in 

relation to changing of rules regarding blood donation by gay men 

between 1 January 2016 to the current date.

Journalist 27/02/2017 Part Granted

27/01/2017 30 All correspondence between Tony O'Brien and Minister Harris in 

the period between 16 June 2016 and date of receipt of this request

Journalist 24/02/2017 Part Granted

27/01/2017 29 All correspondence between Tony O’Brien and the Secretary 

General in the period between 16 June 2016 and date of receipt of 

this request.

Journalist 24/02/2017 Part Granted

26/01/2016 28 A list of external legal practitioners paid in 2015 and in 2016 for 

services carried out on behalf of the Department

Journalist 23/02/2017 Granted



25/01/2017 27 A copy of the letter sent by Irish Medical Nutrition Group to 

Minister Harris relating to HSE guidelines for 

Manufacturers/Distributors of Clinical Nutritional Products 

(IMNG).

Journalist 22/02/2017 Granted

25/01/2017 26 Correspondence between the chief nursing officer of the 

Department and her officials and the NMBI in relation to the 

National Maternity Strategy, from January 1st, 2016. 

Journalist 22/02/2017 Granted

24/01/2017 25 Details of all external consultancy services engaged by the 

Department of Health in 2015 and 2016, and between 1-23 January 

2017 

Journalist 21/02/2017 Granted

23/01/2017 23 All correspondence between the dates 15 November 2016 and 10 

January 2017 between the Minister for Health and the HSE Director 

General Mr Tony O'Brien.

Journalist 20/02/2017 Part Granted

20/01/2017 22 All correspondence from August 1st to December 31st 2016 

between Q4PR and officials from the Department of Health 

concerning industry perspectives on public policy in relation to the 

Public Health (Alcohol) Bill 2015.

Journalist 17/02/2017 Refused

20/01/2017 21 Minutes of the meeting of the Cancer Strategy Steering Group.  

Correspondence of the group's chair Prof John Kennedy to/from the 

Secretary General .  Correspondence of Prof Kennedy to/from 

Health Minister(s) Varadkar and Harris

Journalist 17/02/2017 Part Granted

18/01/2017 20 1. Meeting minutes of the SAGO for 2015 and 2016.  2. Email 

correspondence of the SAGO for 2015 and 2016.

Journalist 15/02/2017 Part Granted

18/01/2017 19 Records relating to the scope of the sugar-sweetened drinks tax - 

whether (a) dairy-based and milk-based drinks and (b) non pre-

packaged drinks, e.g. cafe drinks, should be included in the tax.  

Journalist 15/02/2017 Refused



18/01/2017 18 1. All written communication between the office of Minister Finian 

McGrath and the Department of Health on the topic of the UN 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities during 2016, 

and 2017 to date  2. Briefing documents provided to Minister Finian 

McGrath and Minister Harris on the topic of the UN Convention on 

the Rights of Persons with Disabilities during 2016 and 2017 to date 

Journalist 15/02/2017 Part Granted

18/01/2017 17 All correspondence between the Department of Health and GSK on 

the cervarix vaccine between 2007 and 2010 and correspondence 

with Sanofi Pasteur relating to the Gardasil vaccine.

Journalist 15/02/2017

18/01/2017 16 All correspondence received by the health minister relating to 

Cervarix and Gardasil, the HPV vaccines. 

Journalist 15/02/2017

17/01/2017 15 Copies of any minutes of the meeting between Minister Harris and 

the Irish Heart Foundation outlined in the following lobbying 

return: https://www.lobbying.ie/return/11932/irish-heart-foundation

Journalist 14/02/2017 Refused

09/01/2017 14 A copy of the document which confirms the date that the 

Department of Health was made aware of the decision of the HSE to 

stop paying the living-out allowance to Non Consultant Hospital 

Doctors and the decision of the HSE to apply non FEMPI cuts to 

the salaries of Hospital Consultants. 

Public 06/02/2017 Part Granted

10/01/2017 13 1. All correspondence between the Minister for Health / SG and the 

director general of the HSE between 01 October 2016 and 10 

January  2017  2. Copy of  the report submitted by the HSE to the 

Minister  for Health regarding payments by the pharmaceutical 

industry to doctors and public hospitals

Journalist 07/02/2017  Part Granted

10/01/2017 11 All correspondence between Minister for Health Simon Harris and 

HSE director general Tony O’Brien since December 1st, 2016. 

Journalist 07/02/2017 Part/Granted

10/01/2017 10 All correspondence at Assistant Secretary, Secretary General and 

Minister with the

HSE in relation to delayed discharges / bedblockers.

Journalist 07/02/2017 Granted



09/01/2017 9 At the IMO AGM on 11 April 2015 Minister Varadkar 

acknowledged "that many GP's have difficulties on an 

administrative level with PCRS".  Copies of any correspondence 

between the Department of Health and PCRS Management in 

relation to issues with the PCRS

Public 06/02/2017 Part Granted

09/01/2017 7 All correspondence between the Department of Health and the IMO 

/ NAGP regarding membership numbers of both organisations 

between 10 November 2016 and 31 December 2016.

Journalist 06/02/2017 Part Granted

09/01/2017 6 All correspondence between the Minister for Health and any fellow 

Minister or Minister of State, or with an outside body on the topic 

of the New Children's Hospital  between 1 November 2016 and 31 

December 2016

Journalist 20/11/2017 Granted

09/01/2017 5 All correspondence from the Minister for Health Simon Harris and 

the Department of Health with UL Hospitals Group and Limerick 

HSE services, from November 1, 2016 to January 9, 2017. 

Journalist 06/02/2017 Part Granted

09/01/2017 4 1. All correspondence re the letters of approval of the Department 

of Health for the capital costs for the provision of a hyperbaric 

chamber at the University Hospital Galway.  2. Also letters of 

approval of the Department of Health for the provision of the 

current or the annual running costs of the hyperbaric chamber at the 

University Hospital Galway

Business 06/02/2017 Part Granted

06/01/2017 3 All correspondence with the Department of Environment, EPA, 

Chief Dental Officer, Irish Dental Association and other lobby 

groups re Minamata Convention and Phasing down of dental 

amalgam

Journalist 03/02/2017 Granted

04/01/2017 1 All correspondence between the Minister for Health / Secretary 

General / Chief Medical Officers with the CEOs of the Medical 

Council, CORU, and the Nursing and Midwifery Board during 2016 

– to 3 January 2017. 

Journalist 01/02/2017


