
Date 

Received

Our Ref 

2018

Summary of Request Category of 

Requester

Decision Date Decision Made

28/03/2018 111 Copies of all records relating to the 

decision by Minister Simon Harris to cancel 

his St. Patrick's day trip for 2018.

Journalist 13/04/2018 Granted

26/03/2018 108 Correspondence between the Chief 

Medical Officer and the Minister for Health 

and / or the HSE DG on the issue of Alcohol 

Policy between 1 October 2017 to 15 

February 2018

Journalist 30/05/2018 Refused

26/03/2018 107 All correspondence between the Chief 

Medical Officer and the Minister for Health 

and / or the HSE DG on the issue of 

Slaintecare between 1 October 2017 to 15 

February 2018

Journalist 21/05/2018 Refused

23/03/2018 105 Copies of the latest batch of internal audits 

from your department 

Journalist 24/04/2018 Granted

20/03/2018 104 All correspondence between the National 

Patient Safety Office and the Strategic 

Communications Unit during 2017 and 

2018.

Journalist 19/04/2018 Granted

20/03/2018 103 Details of all staff of the National Patient 

Safety Office paid in excess of €100,000. 

Journalist 18/04/2018 Part Granted



16/03/2018 102 All correspondence between Minister for 

Health Simon Harris and the Department 

of Health, HSE acute hospitals division and 

UL Hospitals Group regarding operations at 

University Hospital Limerick, from August 

1, 2017 and March 16, 2018

Journalist 18/04/2018 Part Granted

16/03/2018 101 Report of the Expert Reivew Group on the 

definition of mental health and mental 

disorders under the Mental Health Act 

2001

Public 29/03/2018 Part 1 - Admin 

Access

Part 2 - Referral

14/03/2018 100 All correspondence with Microsoft which 

relate to the following engagement with 

Microsoft - 

https://www.lobbying.ie/return/12877/mi

crosoft-ireland-operations-ltd since 1 

January 2018

Journalist 12/04/2018 Part Granted

14/03/2018 97 All documents from the University of Texas 

as well as Women on Web or Women on 

Waves from 2012 to date re abortions or 

terminations. 

Journalist 15/05/2018 Part Granted

09/03/2018 96 The Minister's diary from date of last 

publication (October 7 2016) to date.  The 

Secretary General's diary of official 

engagements from date of last publication 

(January 2016) to date.

Business 04/04/2018 Part Granted



09/03/2018 95 Minutes of the Departments internal group 

on the anciliary recommendations of the 

committee on the future of the eighth 

amendment since the group was 

established in late January.  All 

correspondence between Health Minister 

Simon Harris, chief medical officer Dr Tony 

Holohan and the secretary general of the 

Department of Health on the same issue.

Journalist 12/04/2018 Refused

09/03/2018 94 All correspondence between February 20 

th 2018 and March 5th 2018 between the 

Department of Health and the Health 

Service Executive with regard to the recent 

adverse spell and its impact on the 

provision of health services.

Journalist 26/04/2018 Granted

09/03/2018 93 All correspondence from October 1st 2017 

to March 9th 2018 to the Narconon drug 

rehabilitation programme and the church 

of Scientology’s plans to establish a 

Narconon facility in Ireland?

Media 29/03/2018 Granted



07/03/2018 90 Retirement letter of Tony O'Brien sent to 

the Department of Health and any 

response that issued from the Department, 

Minister or Secretary General.

I would prefer to receive this information 

electronically, ideally in its original 

electronic format.

If you need to clarify anything in this 

request, please contact me via email,

Journalist 23/03/2018 Refused

07/03/2018 88 All records relating to Storm Emma and 

related adverse weather

Journalist 09/04/2018

07/03/2018 87 All receipts and expense claims made by 

members of the Oireachtas, Government 

staff and public officials attending the 

National Emergency Co-ordination Group.

Journalist 29/03/2018 Granted

07/03/2018 86 All correspondence between the 

Department of Health, Social Services and 

Public Safety Northern Ireland on the 

issues of a) Alcohol health policy (including 

Minimum Unit Pricing), b) Cross Border 

Directive, c) The provision of Deep Brain 

Stimulation facilities, d) Altnagelvin 

Hospital in Derry, e) the North South 

Ministerial Council, f) Brexit

Journalist 09/04/2018 Part-Granted

06/03/2018 85 All correspondence from the Irish platform 

for patient organisations, science and 

industry (IPPOSI) to the Minister from 

November 2017 to February 2018. 

Business 13/03/2018 Refusal



05/03/2018 83 A list of all Department files which are 30 

years or older, which have not been 

released for public view under the 

provisions of the National Archives Act

Journalist 28/03/2018 Refused

27/02/2018 81 All correspondence in 2017 between the 

Department of Health and HSE regarding: 

cost of care in HSE nursing homes, value 

for money review being undertaken with 

regard to cost of care in HSE nursing 

homes, NTPF review of system for setting 

prices under the Nursing Homes Support 

Scheme

Interest 

Group

05/04/2018 Part Granted

22/02/2018 80 How much the state spent fighting both 

the Mellet and Whelan cases at the UN. 

Journalist 29/03/2018 Granted

21/02/2018 79 All correspondence regarding the 

voluntary Codes of Practice for the 

advertising and marketing of food and non-

alcoholic drinks. 

Journalist 29/03/2018 Granted

21/02/2018 78 All correspondence between the Minsiter's 

office and the primary care unit relating to 

the Minister's attendance at and specch to 

the IPHA Annual Conference dinner on 

Wednesday 15th November 2017

Business 16/03/2018 Granted



19/02/2018 77 Copy of correspondence since 01 

November 2017 between the Minister for 

Health and the Chairman of the Children’s 

Hospital group and between the Secretary 

General of the Department of Health and 

the Chief Executive of the Children’s 

Hospital Group.

Journalist 22/03/2018 Refused

19/02/2018 75 Copy of correspondence between Minister 

for Health/Secretary General of the 

Department of Health with HIQA since 01 

November 2017

Journalist 20/03/2018 Part Granted

20/02/2018 74  All correspondence between the 

Department of Health and the Department 

of the Taoiseach regarding the 

Government’s new capital plan since 01 

June 2017

Journalist 29/03/2018 Granted

20/02/2018 73 All communications between CMO, Tony 

Holohan and Minister Simon Harris relating 

to Chiropractors being excluded from the 

EU Basic Safety Standards

Public 21/03/2018 Part Granted

20/02/2018 72 Minutes of meeting held between 

Facebook and Minister Jim Daly in mid-

February related to his online verification 

proposal.

Journalist 23/03/2018 Granted



19/02/2018 71 Copy of correspondence between the 

Minister for Health and the Chairman  of 

the VHI since 01 September 2017.  2. Copy 

of correspondence between the Secretary 

General of the Department of Health and 

the chief executive of VHI since 01 

September 2017.   3. Copy of 

correspondence between Minister for 

Health/Secretary General of the 

Department of Health with HIQA since 01 

November 2017

Journalist 20/03/2018 Part Granted

19/02/2018 70 All correspondence between the 

Department of Health and the Forum of 

Irish Postgraduate Training Bodies 

between the dates 1 January 2017 and 1 

February 2018 regarding allocation of 

training places for doctors on specialist 

training programmes in terms of the 

nationality of applicants.

Journalist 16/03/2018 Refused

19/02/2018 69 All correspondence between 1 November 

2017 and 10 February 2018 between 

Minister for Health Simon Harris and 

Taoiseach Leo Varadkar

Journalist 06/04/2018 Part Granted

19/02/2018 68 All correspondence between 1 December 

2017 and 10 Feb 2018 between the 

Minister for Health and the HSE Director 

General Mr Tony O'Brien

Journalist 21/03/2018 Granted



19/02/2018 67 Copy of the full briefing note prepared for 

the Taoiseach and Minsiter for Health at 

the sod-turning event at James Connolly 

Hospital on October 23 last.  

Journalist 05/03/2018 Granted

19/02/2018 66  Copy of submissions received by the 

Department of Health from the  HSE in 

relation to funding requirements under the 

Government’s  new national capital plan

Journalist 29/03/2018 Part Granted

19/02/2018 65 Costs associated with staff from the 

Department as well as ministerial advisors 

that attended the launch of Ireland 2040 

on February 16, 2018, in Sligo IT.

Journalist 26/02/2018 Granted

19/02/2018 64 Labour Court Recommendation LRC 19986 

(2011) re HSE and Irish Municipal, Public 

and Civil Trade Union

Public 20/03/2018 Part Granted

16/02/2018 62 All correspondence between the 

Department of Health and any of the 

State’s Islamic mosques or Imams 

regarding research, education programmes 

and awareness campaigns around the 

practice of female genital mutilation 

(FGM).

Journalist 14/03/2018 Refused

15/02/2018 60 All correspondence received or sent by 

Minister Catherine Byrne and Minister 

Simon Harris from May 10th 2017 to date 

relating to supervised injecting centres

Journalist 22/03/2018 Granted



12/02/2018 56 The first 100 recorded references to 

sodium valproate or epilim held by the 

department of health and the dates 

corresponding to each reference. 

Journalist 12/03/2018 Part Granted

12/02/2018 55 Any document from 2015-2017  regarding 

the Rosalie Unit in Castlerea County 

Roscommon.

Journalist 10/04/2018 Part Granted

12/02/2018 54 Copies of the performance management 

reports sought by Minister Harris in 

January 2017 for each of the country's 

hospital managers as part of management 

surveillance exercise.

Journalist 14/03/2018 Granted

12/02/2018 53 Copies of all records held by your 

Department that mention and/or discuss 

the Narconon drug treatment programme 

in Co Meath.

Journalist 12/03/2018 Granted

12/02/2018 52 Correspondence received by the 

Department regarding the suggestion by 

Minister Jim Daly that public service card 

or official ID cards would be required to set 

up a social media account.

Journalist 17/04/2018 Part Granted

08/02/2018 51 Minutes of all the meetings that took place 

of the multi-sectoral group between 

September 2015 and April 2017.

Interest 

Group

13/07/2018 Granted



07/02/2018 50 Number of Administrative Officers who 

have been recruited by the Department of 

Health since 2010, and the numbers 

retained.  

Interest 

Group

13/03/2018 Granted

06/02/2018 49 All orrespondence between the 

Department of Health and the Director 

General of the HSE between 1 July 2017 

and 1 January 2018 with regard to Budget 

2018 and the 2018 Service Plan

Oireachtas 26/03/2018 Granted

06/02/2018 48 All correspondence between the 

Department of Health and the Department 

of the Taoiseach and its Strategic 

Communications Unit between 1 October 

2017 and the 1 January 2018 with regard 

to Budget 2018 and the 2018 Service Plan 

of the Health Service Executive. 

Oireachtas 13/03/2018 Refused

05/02/2018 45 Any document from January of 2017 to 

date regarding the ambulance service in 

Roscommon

Business 05/03/2018 Part-granted

31/01/2018 43 All information held by the department 

relating to a national free contraception 

scheme from the last year. 

Journalist 21/02/2018 Refused

30/01/2018 42 The cost of restoring funding to Section 39 

agencies to 2010 levels based on the 

number of staff they now employ

Oireachtas 27/02/2018 Refused



29/01/2018 41 Copy of the official letter of determination 

 from the Department of 

Finance/Department of Public Expenditure 

setting out the level of funding for the 

health services in 2018 arising from the 

estimates process and Budget 2018 

Journalist 14/02/208 Refused

29/01/2018 40 All records relating to the additional fees 

and charges levied by nursing homes from 

August 1 to date.   Minutes of any 

meetings held with representatives of 

Bartra Capital and Department Ministers 

or officials

Journalist 03/04/2018 Part Granted

24/01/2018 37 Material relating to concerns regarding 

metal on metal hip implants/devices from 

2016 to date.  Material relating to the 

establishment of a national Joint (ie. Limbs, 

arms, etc) Registry 

Journalist 21/02/2018 Part Granted

24/01/2018 36 Records held in Minister Daly's office 

relating to his proposal to link public 

service cards and/or other official forms of 

identification with social media accounts 

from 1 September 2017 to the current 

date.

Journalist 19/02/2018 Part Granted

23/01/2018 34 All requests for meetings over the past 2 

years, with Minister Harris, from any 

advocacy groups / campaign groups 

involved in the Eighth Amendment 

campaign.  

Journalist 29/03/2018 Part Granted

23/01/2018 33 A breakdown of all staff in the Department 

by name, job title and salary or by gender, 

job title, and salary would suffice.

Journalist 26/02/2018 Part Granted



22/01/2018 32 All correspondence between the Health 

Service Executive and the Department of 

Health regrading the HSE’s estimate of 

service requirements for unmet critical 

need as reported in the Irish Times 

21/01/2018

Oireachtas 14/02/2018 Part Granted

22/01/2018 31 Any correspondence between the 

Department of Health and the Health 

Service Executive on new value for money 

savings targets the HSE was to realise in 

2018. 

Oireachtas 21/02/2018 Part Granted

18/01/2018 30 Briefings prepared for Minister Harris 

regarding overcrowding and/or flu 

outbreak/vaccination in period 1 

December 2017 to date.

I would prefer to receive this information 

electronically, ideally in its original 

electronic format.

Journalist 20/03/2018 Granted

19/01/2018 29 All correspondence between VHI 

Healthcare and the Department of 

Health/Minister for Health, Simon Harris 

relating to proposals regarding VHI buying 

into or acquiring private hospitals

Journalist 16/02/2018 Refused

19/01/2018 28 Copy of correspondence between the 

Department of Health and the Department 

of Public Expenditure and Reform  since 

01June 2017 regarding the post of head of 

the Slaintecare reform programme  

Journalist 09/03/2018 Part Granted



19/01/2018 27 Copy of briefing material provided by the 

Department of Health to the members of 

the independent group, chaired by Dr. 

Donal de Buitléir, to examine the impact of 

separating private practice from the public 

hospital system.

Journalist 14/02/2018 Granted

19/01/2018 26 Correspondence between the Director 

General of the HSE and the Secretary 

General of the Department of 

Health/Minister since 01 October 2017. 

Journalist 09/03/2018 Part Granted

18/01/2018 25 Notes of any meetings in relation to the 

commencement of Parts 2 and 3 of the 

Children and Family Relationships Act. 

Media 19/02/2018 Part Granted

18/01/2018 24  All correspondence between Tony 

Holohan and nursing unions or other 

representative bodies for healthcare 

workers regarding flu vaccination 

Journalist 14/02/2018 Refused

18/01/2018 23 List of all bills enacted and which relate to 

matters for which the Minister has 

responsibility since 2011.

Journalist 13/02/2018 Granted

17/01/2018 22 All records held in the minister's office 

relating to the discovery of anomalies in 

scans at Kerry Hospital.

Journalist 07/03/2018 Part Granted

18/01/2018 21 All correspondence between the 

Department of Health and the Strategic 

Communications Unit regarding winter/flu 

preparedness.

Journalist 14/02/2018 refused



15/01/2018 19 All records held by the Department on the 

drug Epilim for the last five years. 

Journalist 07/02/2018 Part Granted

11/01/2018 17 All correspondence between the Irish 

Dental Association and Minister Harris 

seeking clarification on certain provisions 

in the Public Service Pay and Pensions Bill 

2017.

Journalist 05/02/2018 Granted

10/01/2018 15 All correspondence between the Irish 

College of Opthalmologists and Kathleen 

McLellan during 2017. 

Journalist 07/02/2018 Granted

09/01/2018 14 Minutes of Governance Meetings with the 

Medical Council from 1 January 2017 to 9 

January 2018.

Journalist 01/02/2018 Granted

09/01/2018 13 All correspondence [letter and email] to 

and from Chief Medical Officers at the 

Department of Health on any matter 

connected to provision of plastic or 

cosmetic surgery in Ireland. The relevant 

period would be 1 June 2016 to 8 January 

2018.

Journalist 06/02/2018 Part Granted

09/01/2018 12 All correspondence between HSE director 

Tony O'Brien and the Minister's Office 

since May 2016. 

Journalist 12/03/2018 Admin Access

09/01/2018 11 Submissions from medical/healthcare 

professionals and stakeholder 

organisations to the Department of 

Health’s public consultation on a Human 

Tissue Bill in 2017. 

Journalist 06/02/2018 Part Granted



05/01/2018 10 All correspondence to/from the Chief 

Medical Officers,  National Patient Safety 

Office (NPSO) and principal 

officer/assistant principals in Medicines, 

Controlled Drugs and Pharmacy Legislation 

Unit on the issue of sodium 

valproate/valproic acid (Epilim) in 

pregnancy.

Journalist 05/02/2018 Part Granted

09/01/2018 9 A list of named person either the Minister 

or any official of the Department of Health 

appointed to boards of state agencies 

under the remit of her Department in the 

years 2016, 2017 and to-date in 2018. 

Public 31/01/2018 Granted

08/01/2018 8 Copies of all correspondence between the 

office of the Health Minister Harris and 

those listed below since July 1, 2017: - staff 

of Roscommon University Hospital;  -staff 

of Sligo University Hospital;  -staff of 

Portiuncula University Hospital, 

Ballinasloe;  -staff of University Hospital, 

Galway;  -staff of Midland Regional 

Hospital, Mullingar;  -staff of Midland 

Regional Hospital, Tullamore;  -staff of 

Cavan General  Hospital;  -Saolta University 

Healthcare Group. 

Public 16/04/2018 Refused

04/01/2018 7 Costs incurred by the department relating 

to all Christmas parties/events held in Nov 

2017/Dec 2017

Journalist 10/01/2018 Granted



04/01/2018 6 All correspondence assessing the potential 

cost and/or impact on resources for the 

health service of abortion provision 

following any future liberalisation of the 

abortion law.

Journalist 09/02/2018 Refused

04/01/2018 5 All correspondence between the 

Department and the IMO the NAGP, or the 

ICGP on the issue of the GMS contract and 

the negotiations around the the new 

contract between 1 October 2017 and 20 

December 2017.

Journalist 01/02/2018 Refused

03/01/2018 3 All correspondence between 1 October 

and 30 December 2017 between the 

Minister for Health and the HSE Director 

General Mr Tony O'Brien / Minister for 

Finance on the issue of  the HSE National 

Service Plan. 

Journalist 31/01/2018 Granted

02/01/2018 2 All records referencing the Church of 

Scientology held by the Minister and/or 

the Department, from January 2016 to 

date.  All records referencing Narconon; 

referencing Criminon; referencing Drug-

Free World; referencing Citizens 

Commission on Human Rights; referencing 

The Way to Happiness.

Journalist 30/01/2018 Granted



02/01/2018 1 Minutes of meetings of the Early Warning 

Emerging Trends subcommittee of the 

National Advisory Committee on Drugs and 

Alcohol from 9 September 2016 to 2 

January 2018.  All correspondence in the 

same time period on pregabalin (brand 

name Lyrica) and gabapentin (brand name 

Neurontin) prescribing and usage in 

Ireland

Journalist 30/01/2018 Part Granted


