
Dated 23 October 2020 

 

Clarification of DAFM Nitrates Div. Circular No. 01/2018 - FAS Advisers 
 
Subject: Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters Regulations (S.I. No 605/2017)  
 
A. Soil Phosphorus Build-Up Programme  
 
Under article 16(5) of the Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters Regulations (S.I. No 
605/2017), effective from 1 January 2018, grassland farmers now have the option of using increased 
Phosphorus (P) build-up levels to rectify soil phosphorus deficiency. This new provision applies only 
to the more intensively stocked grassland farmers, with stocking rates of 130+ kg N/ ha.  
 
Farmers wishing to avail of increased P build-up levels must ensure that a Nutrient Management 

Plan (NMP) is submitted to DAFM using the Teagasc on-line NMP, prepared by a Farm Advisory 

Service (FAS) advisor. Soil analysis is required including for soil Organic Matter (OM) content unless it 

is certified that soils on a holding are mineral soils, or the advisor certifies they are organic soils and 

build up rates will not be used. The P build-up programme shall be valid for a period of 4 years.  

The following clarifications are effective from the date of issue of Circular 01/2018 

P-build Up 

1. No Organic Matter layer overlap 

The certification requirement is satisfied (for P Build-Up ONLY) if the Soil Analysis Report 

and/or the Nutrient Management Plan indicate - a mineral soil type. No additional 

certification is required. 

 

2. Organic Matter layer overlap 

However, farmers intending to avail of P-build-up on lands located within the Teagasc/ EPA 
OM layer - will still be required to satisfy the OM requirements in respect of the OM layer 
(i.e. provide an OM sample indicating a mineral soil or provide mineral certification). 

 
3. Where Organic Matter samples are taken;  

No Organic Matter layer overlap 
At least one standalone OM analysis, which would be considered representative of the soil 
sampled area, should be provided.   
 
 or  
 
Organic Matter layer overlap 
A test for OM must be taken for each individual soil sample (max 5ha) which displays overlap 
with the Teagasc/ EPA OM layer. 
 

Guidance on overall certification 
 

4. Alternatively, if a FAS approved agricultural advisor wishes to certify soil type, there is a 
certification template available for MINERAL SOILS ONLY. Certification for ORGANIC/PEAT is 
not required where the Nutrient Management Plan has been planned for ORGANIC/PEAT at 
a minimum P Index 3. FAS certification only applies to soils which display overlap with the 
OM layer where, and on FAS advisor assessment, the soils are in fact mineral.  

 


