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Qualifications Advisory Board for the Early Learning and Care Sector Terms of 
Reference 

 

Full title 

Qualifications Advisory Board to manage the review of new programmes of initial 

professional education (Level 7 and 8) degree programmes for the Early Learning and Care 

sector in Ireland for their coherence with the Professional Award Criteria and Guidelines 

published by the Minister for Education and Skills on the 12th April 2019. 

 

Membership 

The Qualifications Advisory Board (QAB) will comprise of an independent chair, and experts 

in qualifications, higher education and professional requirements for the sector. The QAB will 

consist of the following: 

1. Independent Chair, appointed by the Minister for Education and Skills and the 
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 

2. QQI nominee 
3. HEA nominee 
4. THEA nominee 
5. IUA nominee 
6. A Non Domestic Expert, appointed by the Minister for Education and Skills and the 

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
7. DES official 
8. DCYA official 

 

The independent chairperson is to be a person of the appropriate academic standing and 

reputation, with extensive relevant experience in the development of higher education 

programmes in Ireland, but who is not employed by any course provider to develop any 

programme which will be submitted to the Board. The non-domestic expert is to be a person 

with relevant practical and academic experience and knowledge who is active outside of this 

jurisdiction, and who can bring their knowledge and understanding to inform the 

deliberations of the QAB. 

 

Purpose 

In April 2019, the Minister for Education and Skills and the Minister for Children and Youth 

Affairs approved publication of the Professional Award Criteria and Guidelines (PACG) for 

Early Learning and Care and a timeline for their introduction, including the establishment of 

a Qualifications Advisory Board (QAB). 

The purpose of the Professional Award Criteria and Guidelines (PACG) is to underpin the 

quality assurance of professional degree programmes and will enable initial professional 

education course providers to design and deliver a course (including professional practice 

placement) that develops the necessary values, knowledge(s) and practices in their 

graduates to enable them to practice as core professionals in the sector. 



2 
 

The role of the QAB is to manage the review of new programmes of initial professional 

education (Level 7 and 8) degree programmes for the Early Learning and Care sector in 

Ireland for their coherence with the PACG. 

 

Functions 

1. To agree a standard protocol for review of degree programmes in line with the 

Professional Award Criteria and Guidelines. 

2. To oversee the selection and appointment of experts. These will be drawn from a 

panel of existing external examiners in the field and/or retired or international 

academics, who will review programme proposals that have been submitted to the 

QAB for the purposes of initial approval as professional degree programmes for the 

ELC sector. 

3. To consider the recommendations of the appointed experts in respect of programme 

proposals and to recommend a list of approved programmes to the Ministers of 

Education and Skills and Children and Youth Affairs. 

4. To oversee a process to support the implementation of new approved programmes 

leading to the professional degree awards which will include the constitution of 

expert panels to review implementation of the new programmes. 

5. To advise the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs in relation to the process for 

assessing non-Irish degree programmes, to determine equivalence with the 

Professional Award Criteria and Guidelines, and to quality assure the process 

applied. 

 

Process and administration 

 The QAB will be supported by a secretariat comprised of officials from DES and 

DCYA who will manage the application process by the course providers and 

administer the co-ordination of experts for the initial review process and subsequent 

implementation review processes. 

 Just as the QAB is being established by the Minister for Education and Skills and the 

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, the two Ministers may by agreement dissolve 

the QAB. In a similar way, the independent chairperson and the non-domestic expert 

members of the Board are regarded as appointed by the two Ministers, and their 

appointments may be brought to an end at the discretion of the Ministers. 

 The quorum for each meeting of the QAB will require the presence of five members. 

  No alternative representatives will be permitted to attend meetings in place of a 

nominee. 

 Any vacancy that arises will be filled at the earliest opportunity to ensure each 

organisation is represented. 

Except where stated above, the QAB will determine its own meeting schedule and timetable. 

The QAB will give course providers notice of its schedule of meetings and will set its own 

deadlines for course providers to submit programmes for review. Course providers were 

already set a deadline of 12 December 2019 by which programmes were to be submitted for 

review if they were to commence in September 2020. Any such programmes will be 

reviewed at the initial meetings of the QAB. 


