
 
 

 
 
 

Genetic Resources Grant Aid Scheme (GRGAS) Project Conditions (2023) 
 
 

1. Projects approved for support under this measure must conclude no later than Friday 24th November 2023. 
 

2. Projects must cover one or more of the following primary policy objectives:  
 

• the identification, evaluation and conservation of unique Irish genetic resources whose survival is being 
threatened or endangered; 

• the development and sustainable utilisation of genetic resources;  

• the promotion of public awareness and support for genetic resource conservation management strategies. 
 

3. Contact points (contact details in Appendix) have been nominated for each area and these contact points should 
be contacted in advance of applications being submitted to the Advisory Committee (AC) to ensure clarity in the 
application and to ensure that the project aims are in line with the principles of the GRGAS as outlined in 2 
above. The designated contact points in each area are as follows: 
 

Plants (including aquatic plants)           James Quirke 

Animals       Sharon Walshe 
Forestry      James Quirke   
Microorganisms & Invertebrates    James Quirke 
Aquatics (Fish and Invertebrates)   James Quirke 

 
4. Priority will be given to projects which develop strategies setting out a blueprint for the conservation of genetic 

resources within each area if no strategy already exists. These strategy documents will then be used as reference 
documents for all future applicants for funding and by the Advisory Committee when assessing projects for 
compliance with the strategy set out.  Plant and Animal Strategy Reports can be accessed at 
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/5d767-genetic-resources-grant-aid-scheme/ 

 
5. Priority will be given to projects with an integrated and co-ordinated approach to the conservation of genetic 

resources within each specific area. This extends to inclusion of as many of the relevant actors in each area as is 
possible. (Priority areas for funding in relation to plants are set out in Annex 1 of this document). 
 

6. Applicants should also be cognisant of the strategic priorities and actions as set out in the FAO’s Global Plans of 
Action for each of the different areas; animals, plants, forestry, microorganisms and invertebrates and aquatics. 
More information can be obtained at www.fao.org 
 

7. All collaborating institutions/individuals must submit a supporting letter confirming their involvement and 
defining their role(s) in the proposal. 
 

8. Prior to the Advisory Committee meeting, an Evaluation Committee will review all applications and may request 
amendments/additions and/or deletions prior to forwarding to the Advisory Committee for a final decision on 
funding. These amendments/additions/deletions include but are not limited to costs, scale, scope of project and 
inclusion of other relevant stakeholders in order to ensure maximum efficiencies from limited funds available 
under the scheme.   
 

9. The project, and all constituent elements must be carried out as specified in the project proposal approval.  Any 
variance to a project once approved is subject to prior written approval by the Department.  Failure to comply 
with this condition will result in the withdrawal of approval and the Department recovering any funding paid to 
that point. 

 
10. The project must be carried out in accordance with the time scale set out in the proposal.  Expenditures incurred 

after that will not be eligible for assistance unless an extension of the time scale has been granted in writing by 
the Department in advance of the original approval expiring. 
 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/5d767-genetic-resources-grant-aid-scheme/
http://www.fao.org/


11. The beneficiary must maintain separate records for all transactions relating to the grant-aided project and must 
make this and all supporting documents, including in particular, records of expenditure and of staff time, 
available as required by officers of this Department. For the purposes of projects funded under the GRGAS, 
reimbursement for travel costs are based on ticket costs for use of public transport and €0.50/km for use of a 
private car, similarly reimbursement for subsistence (overnight) is set at a rate of €80/person/night. 
 

12. For the purposes of projects funded under the GRGAS, in relation to permanent staff employed by the 
Institutions and any other staff not paid under the GRGAS from the monies allocated, the cost element alone can 
be omitted but all other information should be given.  All hired staff costs should be in line with the minimum 
point for new entrants of the relevant pay scale. 

 
13. In the event that the actual costs fall short of the amount awarded the balance will revert to the Department. 

 
14. Progress on projects will be subject to ongoing monitoring by the Department. For this purpose, progress targets 

and reports as set down in letters of offer must be furnished promptly whenever requested. Non-compliance 
will result in the withdrawal of approval and the Department will seek to recover any funding paid to that point. 

 
15. A final report and short executive summary of the project for placement on the Department website must be 

provided when the project is completed and submitted no later than 30th November 2022. Final reports together 
with financial statements of expenditure must be submitted to the Department by this date.  Non-compliance 
with this condition will result in the non-payment of monies due. 
 

16. The executive summary should be a maximum of 200 words in length and written in simple and easily 
understandable terms as it is intended to make this summary publicly available on the Department website. It 
should be noted that the project coordinator’s full contact details will be included with the project summary 
when it is uploaded to the website. 

 
17. Officers of this Department must be allowed access to the beneficiary’s premises at all reasonable times for the 

purpose of assessing the progress of the project and examining of financial records pertaining to it. It should also 
be noted that officers of the Comptroller and Auditor General’s Office have a function in the auditing of records 
pertaining to expenditures of public monies. 

 
18. Records of expenditure must be maintained and will be subject to inspection.   

 
19. A current Tax Clearance Certificate in the name of the applicant must be submitted with the application. 

 
20. All applicants will be required to register with the Department’s Customer Client Service on receipt of 

application.  This register confers no commitment to the awarding of grant approval. Failure by an application to 
complete this requirement will result in an application not being considered by the Advisory Committee.  

 
21. In the event of failure by a beneficiary to comply with any or all of the foregoing conditions, payment of aid will 

be reduced or cancelled and as outlined above the Department will seek to recover any funds paid. 
 

22. The grant award may be revoked or reduced if any of the following events should occur: 
a) The applicant abandons the project or reduces the scale of the project provided for without prior written 

agreement from the Department. 
b) It is found that the aid has not been properly spent for the purpose for which it was intended under the 

approved grant application. 
c) The project financed by the aid has not been properly carried out or irregularities in relation to the aid have 

occurred. 
d) The applicant fails to comply with condition No. 9. 
 

23. In the event that payment of aid is subsequently reduced, suspended, cancelled, or where grant-aid is revoked, 
following the payment of a moiety, the applicant will be required to repay the relevant amount of paid grant-aid 
to this Department. 

 
24. In line with revised payment arrangements successful applicants under the scheme will be paid 30% of approved 

funding at commencement of the project. The balance of a maximum of 70% will be paid on satisfactory 
completion of the project and with submission of final report and financial statement at that time. 
 
 

Please note that projects for which funding offers are made will be required to submit an interim report, details of which 
will be sent out in the letter of offer. 



 
 

Ethical Issues  
All investigators and research bodies must ensure that, before the research commences and during the full award period, 
all the necessary ethical, legal, data protection and regulatory requirements in order to conduct the research are met, 
and all the necessary licences and approvals have been obtained and remain valid for the duration when the research is 
undertaken.  
Any research to be undertaken should be compliant with Health Products Regulatory Authority’s (HPRA) requirements 
for researchers that are in place to protect and enhance public and animal health. 
DAFM is committed to ensuring that the care and use of animals for scientific purposes in its funded research is in line 
with the 3R principles (replacement, reduction and refinement). As the HPRA is the competent authority in Ireland 
responsible for the implementation of EU legislation (Directive 2010/63/EU) for the protection of animals used for 
scientific purposes HPRA requirements for the scientific protection of animals, must be met where relevant to research 
proposed in this area.  
 

Health and Safety  
Research bodies are responsible for ensuring that a healthy and safe working environment is provided for all individuals 
undertaking work associated with DAFM funded research. 

 

Data Protection 

The Department is governed by Data Protection Legislation and further information is available on our website at 
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/dataprotection/ 
 

Information specific to the personal data being collected by Division – Genetic Resources Grant Aid Scheme 

Specific information in relation to the personal data processed for all grant applications under Article 107(1) of 
the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) and the National Biodiversity Plan. 

Recipients: 

Information may be shared with: 

• Members of the Advisory Committee which comprises of key stakeholders in the areas of genetic resources; 

• Summaries of completed projects and in some cases final reports are published on DAFM website. 

• Final Reports of projects are available on request. 
 

Transferred outside the EU:   
Not applicable 
 
Retention Period: 
The data collected for this purpose will be held by the Department only as long as there is a business need to do 
so in line with the purpose(s) for which it was collected. After this time it will be marked for destruction and will 
be destroyed in line with internal guidelines or guidelines for destruction received from the National Archives 
Office or associated permissions received from them. 
 
Data provision being statutory or contractual obligation: 
The data provided for this purpose is a contractual obligation under the GRGAS.  If the applicant chooses not to 
provide this information his/her application cannot proceed.  
 
Automated Decision Making:   
Not applicable 
 
Information from Third Party: 
Not applicable 
 
Technical information on data collected: 
Technical information on the cookies used on our Department’s website is available at the following link:  
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/legalnotices/privacy/ 
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Annex 1 

 
GRGAS - Priority areas for funding in the area of Plants 
 
 
 

1. Surveys to determine the existence of landraces of leek, spinach, lettuce, cucumber, corn,  

               runner bean, cresses, parsley, thyme, carrots, parsnip & celery. 

 

2. Collections of wild apples, damsons, plums, bullaces etc. 

 

3. Production of a baseline Inventory for aquatic plants and a priority list, particularly for seaweeds 

and algae. 

 

4. Critical curation/viability testing and duplication of collections. 

 

5. Genetic (and phenotypic) characterisation of genomes in genebanks including identification of 

tools to carry out same (Priority for Brassicas and including critically assessing provenance once 

characterisation is complete). 

 

6. Collection of germplasm for 20 specific Crop Wild Relatives for which no viable seed is present in 

the national genebank. 

 

7. Establishment of goals for in-situ conservation. Including on-farm goals for landraces and goals for 

CWR’s in SACs, NHAs, and refuges to flora. 

 

 

The above priorities are not listed in order of importance 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 2 

Advisory Committee members: 

 
 
Dr. Barry O’Reilly     Chair  
Senior Inspector – Crop Evaluation & Certification Division      

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
Crop Policy, Evaluation and Certification Division 

Backweston Farm 
Leixlip 

Co. Kildare 
Tel: 00353 (0)1-6302900 
E-mail: Michael.Moloney@agriculture.gov.ie  
 

 
John McLeod      Secretary 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
Backweston Administration Building, 2nd Floor 

Stacumney Lane 
Celbridge 

Co. Kildare 
Tel: 00353 (0)1-5058792 
E-mail: Geneticresources2020@agriculture.gov.ie 
 
 

Ms Sharon Walshe      Animals  
Agricultural Inspector 
Livestock Breeding, Production and Trade Division 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
Pavillion B 
Grattan House 
Portlaoise 
Co. Laois 

Tel: 057-8694404 
E-mail: JohnD.carty@agriculture.gov.ie  

 
 
Mr James Quirke     Plants 
Agricultural Inspector 
Crop Policy Evaluation and Certification Division 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
Backweston Farm 
Leixlip 
Co. Dublin 
Tel: 00353 (0)1-6302906 
Mob: 00353 (0)86-8142043 
E-mail: James.quirke@agriculture.gov.ie 
 
 
Mr Barry O’Neill      Plants 
Crop Policy Evaluation and Certification Division  
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
Backweston Farm 
Leixlip 
Co Kildare 
Tel:  00353 (0) 1-6302904E-mail:  Barry.oneill@agriculture.gov.ie  
 
 
 
 

mailto:Michael.Moloney@agriculture.gov.ie
mailto:JohnD.carty@agriculture.gov.ie
mailto:Barry.oneill@agriculture.gov.ie


 
Ms Hannah Denniston                                   Biodiversity 
Specialist Farm Services, 
Environment and Evaluation Division 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
Johnstown Castle Estate 
Wexford 
Co. Wexford 
Tel:  00353 53-9170370 
E-mail:  Hannah.denniston@agriculture.gov.ie  
 
 
Mr Cathal Ryan          Forestry 
Forestry Inspector 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
Agriculture House 
Kildare Street 
Dublin 2 
Tel: 01-6072242 
E-mail: Cathal.ryan@agriculture.gov.ie  
 
 
Dr Colin Kelleher MSc PhD            Forestry and Aquatic plants 
DBN Herbarium and Plant Molecular Laboratory 
National Botanic Gardens 
Glasnevin 
Dublin 9 
Ireland 
Tel: 01-8040326 
E-mail: colin.kelleher@opw.ie 
 
 
Dr Tom Curtis               Plants and Aquatic plants 
Ecological Consultant 
Mobile:    087-7631315 
E-mail: tomcurtis@eircom.net 
                               
 
Dr Úna Fitzpatrick           Plants and Invertebrates 
Ecologist 
National Biodiversity Data Centre 
Carriganore, 
WIT West Campus 
Waterford 
Tel:         051-306240 
E-mail: ufitzpatrick@biodiversityireland.ie  
 
 
Dr Fiona Kelly      Aquatics 
Senior Research Officer 
Inland Fisheries Ireland 
3044 Lake Drive 
Citywest Business Campus 
Dublin  
D24 Y265 
Tel: 01-8842600 
E-mail: fiona.kelly@fisheriesireland.ie 
 
 
Dr Olivia McAuliffe                        Microorganisms 
Principal Research Officer 
Teagasc Food Research Centre, 
Moorepark 
Fermoy 
Co. Cork 
Tel:         025-42609. 
E-mail: Olivia.mcaulifffe@teagasc.ie 

mailto:Cathal.ryan@agriculture.gov.ie
mailto:colin.kelleher@opw.ie
mailto:tomcurtis@eircom.net
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Dr Jim Carolan                                  Molecular Entomology 
Lecturer in Biology 
Department of Biology 
Maynooth University 
Maynooth 
Co. Kildare 
Tel:         01-7086367 
E-Mail: james.carolan@nuim.ie  
  
 
Dr Susanne Barth      Plants      
Research Scientist 
Teagasc Crops, Environment  
and Land Use Programme 
Oak Park Research Centre 
Carlow 
Tel: 059 9170290 
Fax: 059 9142423 
E-mail: Susanne.barth@teagasc.ie  
 
 
Dr Caroline Elliott-Kingston    Forestry and Plants 
Lecturer/Associate Professor 
School of Agriculture & Food Science 
Agriculture & Food Science Centre 
University College Dublin,  Belfield 
Dublin 4 
Tel: 01-7164000 
E-mail: caroline.elliottkingston@ucd.ie  
 
 
Mr Seamus Miggin     ICMSA 
Derrylangan 
Athboy 
Co Meath 
Mobile: 086-8662446 
Email: seamusmiggin@hotmail.com  
 
 
Ms. Elaine Bradley                             NGO and Plants    
Irish Seed Savers Association     
Capparoe 
Scariff  
Co Clare 
Tel: 061-921856 
E-mail: manager@irishseedsavers.ie  
 
Sinead McParland              Animals, Quantitative Genetics 
Research Officer – Quantitative Genetics 
Teagasc Animal & Grassland and Research Innovation Centre 
Moorepark 
Fermoy 
Co. Cork 

P61C997   
E-mail: Sinead.McParland@teagasc.ie         
 
 
Prof. Charles Spillane           Botany and Plant Science 
Plant and AgriBiosciences Centre 
Aras de Brun C306 
NUI Galway 
Galway 
Tel: 091-494148 
E-mail: Charles.spillane@nuigalway.ie 
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Dr Mike Wyse-Jackson     NPWS 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 
Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
Third Floor, Room 3.03 
90 North King Street 
Smithfield 
Dublin 7 
D07NCV 
Tel: 01- 8883286 
E-mail: mike.wysejackson@housing.gov.ie 
 
 
Mr Philip McGinnity     Aquatics 
Principal Investigator 
School of Biological, Earth & Environmental Sciences 
University College Cork 
Cork 
Tel: 098 42300 
Mobile: 087 2747777 
E-mail: p.mcginnity@ucc.ie 
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