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FOREWORD 

 

This Appropriate Assessment Procedure SOP describes the processes to be applied to undertake Screening 
for Appropriate Assessment, and Appropriate Assessment itself (where necessary), as required under 
Habitats Directive 6(3) and S.I.477 / 2011. It replaces all previously issued SOPs on this subject.  

The document includes guidance on the overall procedure, and the SOP for the AA Screening procedure now 
integrated into iFORIS. 

Please note that further refinements to the processes described in this document are likely. Feedback from 
users within the Inspectorate are welcome – please forward on to Kevin Collins. 

 

5th November 2019 
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SECTION 1: GUIDANCE NOTE 
 

1.1 What is the legal basis for ‘AA Screening’? 

Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive sets out the requirement for Appropriate Assessment in relation to SACs 
and SPAs (or 'Natura sites'). It reads: 

Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site but 

likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other 

plans or projects, shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in 

view of the site's conservation objectives. In the light of the conclusions of the assessment of the 

implications for the site and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, the competent national 

authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after having ascertained that it will not 

adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned and, if appropriate, after having obtained the 

opinion of the general public. 

This requirement is transposed into Irish law mainly through S.I.477 / 2011 (Section 5). Recent rulings from 
the European Court of Justice and Irish courts have clarified various aspects of Article 6(3), and consenting 
authorities must conform to these rulings. See Appendix A for a summary of some key rulings. 

Any application for a Forestry Regulation S.I.191 / 2017 licence and / or forestry grant support is regarded as 
a 'project'. The area where the proposed activity (and ancillary operations) is to take place, is the 'project 
area'. The FS-DAFM is the 'competent national authority' and it must be sure that the project meets the 
exacting requirements set out under Article 6(3). The process comprises two steps: AA screening, and (if 
necessary) Appropriate Assessment. They are often referred to as 'Stage 1' and 'Stage 2', respectively.  

See over for an overview of the Appropriate Assessment Procedure (AAP). Appendix B contains a glossary of 
terms and Appendix C contains References & Further Reading.  

(According to Article 6(3), AA does not apply to any plan or project directly connected with or necessary for 
the management of the Natura site. As this situation rarely applies to forestry, it is not catered for 
specifically under the AAP. However, if NPWS have stated in writing that the project is directly connected 
with or necessary to the management of the Natura site, then the Inspector can complete his / her 
evaluation of the application without undertaking AA Screening, i.e. AA Screening is not required. However, 
for clarity add a short note under NOTES to highlight NPWS’s position and the fact that AA Screening was not 
required.) 
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1.2 What are the basic steps and outcomes of the AA process?  

The following diagram summarises the main steps involved in AA screening and Appropriate Assessment. 
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1.3 Why is a 15 km radius ‘likely zone of impact’ used for AA Screening? 

Although there is no legal requirement for this 15 km radius zone, it is recommended for plans and projects 
in guidance for planning authorities provided by NPWS in 2010 (DEHLG, 2010), and has become the norm 
across other land use sectors in Ireland. Note that it may be necessary to extend the zone to include for 
further consideration, other Natura sites further away (e.g. if the project is 15 km away from a Freshwater 
Pearl Mussel SAC but still within the relevant catchment).  

 

1.4 What does AA Screening apply to? 

AA Screening applies to all pre-approval applications (with or without grant aid). (In cases where the AA 
Screening process is not integrated into iFORIS, revert to the paper-based forms – contact Kevin Collins for 
details.)  

AA Screening applies to Natura sites only (i.e. SACs and SPAs). Other designated areas (e.g. pNHAs, NHAs) 
and other ecological issues (e.g. non-designated Annex 1 habitats, Curlew) are dealt with differently and do 
not require AA Screening.  

Where possible, screen concurrent projects (e.g. tree felling and forest road works). This will require cross-
referencing during the assessment of both files on iFORIS. 

 

1.5 When is AA Screening carried out? 

Undertake AA Screening towards the end of the certification process, when all information is to hand 
(including referral responses and 3rd party submissions, allowing for referral timeframes).  

 

1.6 What constitutes ‘the project’? 

The ‘project’ is the application itself as submitted (and clarified by FIR requests, if required – see Section 1.7 
below). This represents the ‘project design’. 

The Inspector can assume that the Applicant and their agent(s) (including Registered Forester and Operator): 
(i) are competent; and (ii) will carry out the activity in accordance with the licence / approval issued and in 
line with good forest practice.  

 

1.7 Can further information be sought without triggering AA? 

Information that forms part of a standard application, can be sought without triggering Screening Conclusion 
‘AA Required’. For example, a substandard BIO map can trigger a FIR request, in order to secure one in line 
with the established mapping standards. In the case of felling (including thinning, clearfell / reforestation), a 
harvest plan(*) can also be sought without triggering ‘AA Required’. In such cases, the FIR facility is used to 
fully complete the application, which then undergoes AA Screening. Note, the application must be complete 
and up-to-standard before AA Screening (and / or referral to the Ecologist) can take place.  

FIR requests can also be sent in relation to a wide range of issues, so long as the reason for seeking the 
information relates to the project area itself and is not sought in relation to the Natura 2000 site. For 
example, typical FIR requests might relate to the need for a landscape report, clarification regarding the 
Land Types for Afforestation scoring and the need to exclude ineligible land, or the need for a drainage 
survey for silvicultural reasons. A FIR request might also relate to the need for an onsite habitat survey, due 
to some ecological reason unconnected with the Natura site. 
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Although sought due to onsite issues, such information may then be factored into the Inspector’s 
considerations regarding the AA Screening determination. 

However, the Inspector cannot request information specifically for the purpose of informing the AA 
Screening decision. Such information, if needed, can only be sought in the context of an AA.  

(* as per Circular 11/2019) 

 

1.8 Are future activities onsite considered during Screening? 

Apply screening to the application in hand, taking into account the various operations associated with that 
particular forest activity, be it afforestation, roading, felling or aerial fertilisation. Do not consider future 
activities that might arise from the project. For example, if considering an afforestation project, it is not 
necessary to consider the specifications of roadside drainage for any (possible) forest road development 
within the project area. The following reasons apply: (i) such activities will themselves be the subject of 
regulatory control and will undergo screening in their own right, upon application; furthermore, (ii) it is 
impossible to predict if such activities will actually take place, or in what way.  

 

1.9 Taking each Natura site in turn, what rationale applies during screening? 

Apply AA screening to each of the Natura sites captured within the 15 km area. Screening comprises two 
separate elements: ‘individually’ and ‘in-combination.’ 

 

1.9.1 ‘Individually’  

This SOP is accompanied by a document entitled ‘Screen Out Scenarios’. Inspectors can categorically state 
that the project itself (i.e. ‘individually’) will not impact a Natura site where one or more of the scenarios 
listed in the document ‘Screen Out Scenarios’ applies. The scientific rationale presented can be cited directly 
by the Inspector.  

These scenarios have been developed with expert input and present the necessary level of scientific 
certainty to enable screening out. These scenarios also do not rely on any of the measures set out in the 
various environmental guidelines, requirements and standards, as these are regarded as ‘mitigation’.  

Inspectors may come across similar scenarios – please inform Kevin Collins of such scenarios, to enable the 
list to be expanded and recirculated. 

In situations where one or more of the scenarios listed applies and any possibility of the project itself having 
an impact can be ruled out, an entry regarding the in-combination impact is still required – see below.  

For situations not covered by the scenarios listed in the ‘Screen Out Scenarios’ doc., the Inspector is 
encouraged to apply the following rationale to arrive at a decision regarding whether the project itself can 
impact the Natura site. The rationale presented does not require in-depth ecological expertise, and in 
situations where the Inspector is unsure, s/he can consult internally(*). 

(* In all cases, if a District Inspector is unsure as to whether a particular component of the project design 
entails ‘mitigation’, or whether a project alone could impact a particular Natura site, s/he can consult 
internally with Katharine Duff or (in the case of water-related issues) Ken Bucke. The Inspector can also 
consult with his/her Line Manager. This consultation does not trigger AA, as it represents internal dialogue 
between Departmental officials, all of which informs a decision made by the Minister.) 
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The rationale presented above reflects the extremely low threshold that exists for screening in for AA. By 
excluding any measure that might be regarded as ‘mitigation’, it focuses on physical issues such as 
geographical and hydrological separation and also the general characteristics of the Qualifying Interests 
involved.  
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How do I know if the project presents a ‘source’? 

Forestry projects involve various inputs and outcomes, e.g.  

➢ soil drainage and cultivation 

➢ hydrological alteration  

➢ silt and sediment mobilisation 

➢ fertiliser application and nutrient build-up (e.g. decay of post-clearfell lop-and-top) 

➢ herbicide use 

➢ noise and lights (e.g. harvesting by floodlight)  

➢ shading  

An individual input or outcome represents a ‘source’ if it could impact on the QI and Conservation Objectives 
of the Natura site in question. For example, ‘silt and sediment mobilisation’ will not represent a ‘source’ in 
relation to a surrounding Hen Harrier SPA, but does in relation to a downstream aquatic SAC.  

Identifying whether inputs and outcomes associated with the project represent a source in relation to the 
Natura site in question requires an understanding of the general characteristics of the Natura site itself. In 
this regard, the following can be consulted: 

➢ NPWS website www.npws.ie/protectedsites contains information on individual SACs and SPAs. Each 
Natura site is dealt with on a separate webpage. Focus on the Conservation Objectives document, as 
this contains the official list of Qualifying Interests from a legal perspective. Also review the Site 
Synopsis document. 

➢ For information on individual Annex I habitats and Annex II species, see NPWS’s Article 17 overview 
report for 2019 (at www.npws.ie/publications/article-17-reports/article-17-reports-2019). This 
report also describes the ecology, distribution, status, pressures, etc. of each.  

As per above, if the project does represent a source, consider if there is a ‘pathway’ (see below). If the 
project does not represent source, then the project itself cannot impact the Natura site. However, an in-
combination entry is still required – see further below.  

 

I’ve identified that the project presents a source, but is there a pathway? 

This step considers whether a ‘pathway’ exists, linking the source to the receptor (i.e. the Natura site, QIs 
and Conservation Objectives). 

Pathways are often water-related, e.g.  

➢ active or reactivated drains that transport silt, sediment, nutrients or chemicals to a receiving 
waterbody connected with an aquatic SAC downstream 

➢ changes in onsite hydrology, affecting hydrological conditions of adjoining Annex 1 wetland habitats 
or changes in (e.g.) summer peak flows within an aquatic SAC downstream 

However, different pathways exist, e.g.  

➢ disturbance from noise and light (e.g. harvesting by floodlight) 

➢ windborne natural regeneration of (e.g.) lodgepole pine onto an adjoining Annex I habitat 

➢ direct destruction onsite of an Annex I habitat within a SAC 

http://www.npws.ie/protectedsites
http://www.npws.ie/protectedsites
http://www.npws.ie/publications/article-17-reports/article-17-reports-2019
http://www.npws.ie/publications/article-17-reports/article-17-reports-2019
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➢ destruction of habitats and features important for Annex II species, for foraging, roosting, breeding, 
etc. (including the destruction of habitats important for prey species) 

➢ habitat fragmentation (e.g. potential for new afforestation to divide foraging habitat for protected 
bird species). 

If no pathway exists, then the project itself (i.e. ‘individually’) cannot impact the Natura site. Proceed to 
Section ‘In-combination’. 

If there is a pathway, then the possibility of a significant effect arises, and the project must be screened in 
for AA in relation to that Natura site. (In this situation, a screening stage in-combination assessment is not 
required. Enter following wording into the in-combination text box: “In-combination assessment not 
undertaken as project to undergo AA.”) 

 

1.9.2 ‘In-combination’ 

As per above, where the project itself (i.e. individually) cannot impact the Natura site under consideration, 
an entry still must be added to capture the consideration of in-combination impact, i.e. does the possibility 
of a significant effect arise when the project is considered together with other plans and projects, both 
forestry and non-forestry? 

The position adopted by the DAFM in this SOP is that, as the project itself (i.e. ‘individually’) cannot give rise 
to any impact, it cannot contribute to any impacts arising from any other plan or project. However, this 
position must be accompanied by a general overview of plans and projects in the vicinity.  

The following text provides the template for Inspectors to use when formulating the required overview of 
other plans and projects in the area and the required statement regarding in-combination effects. Various 
notes also follow.  

The potential for the proposed project to contribute to an in-combination impact on European 

sites was considered. The online planning systems for [INSERT COUNTY NAME] County 

Council and An Bord Pleanála were consulted on the [DATE]. 

Non-forestry projects identified in the vicinity of the project, i.e. in the Townlands of [LIST], 

include: [LIST A REPRESENTATIVE SELECTION]. 

The [COUNTY NAME] County Development Plan 2014-2020 was also reviewed, in particular, 

objectives therein relating to Natura 2000 sites. 

I consulted the DAFM’s iFORIS MapViewer on the [DATE], and other forestry-related projects 

identified in the vicinity of the project include: [LIST A REPRESENTATIVE SELECTION]. 

The project is in line with the Forestry Programme 2014-2020 and [LIST OTHER FORESTRY-

RELATED PLANS, IF APPLICABLE].  

Individually, the project does not represent a source, or if so, no pathway for significant effect on 

any European site exists. Consequently, the DAFM deems that there is no potential for the project 

to contribute to any such effects, when considered in-combination with other plans and projects. 

 

Notes  

➢ The in-combination text must be copied into the ‘In-Combination’ text box of all Natura sites where 
it is deemed that the project itself cannot have any impact(*). This completes the ‘alone’ and ‘in-
combination’ elements of the screening process and enables the selection of the ‘Screening Out’ 
option for those Natura sites.  
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(* This applies even if one or more of the Natura sites ‘captured’ within the 15 km zone triggers 
‘NIS/AA Required’, i.e. the in-combination narrative must still be completed for the other Natura 
sites that have been screened out.)  

➢ For those Natura sites which it is deemed the project itself can impact, the screening stage in-
combination assessment is not necessary. Instead, it is undertaken as part of the AA itself. In such 
cases, enter the following wording into the in-combination text box: “In-combination assessment not 
undertaken as project to undergo AA.”) 

➢ Regarding ‘in the vicinity of the project’: 

The relevant area down not constitute the entire 15 km area. Instead, consider the townland the 
project is located within. If the project straddles two or more townlands, consider each. In localities 
characterised by small townlands, also consider other townlands touching the townland(s) 
containing the project. 

Regarding the level of detail involved, Inspectors need not provide an exhaustive list of individual 
projects. For example, where the in-combination assessment has identified that a number of valid 
planning permissions for one-off housing exist within the local vicinity (e.g. townland), the Inspector 
can estimate the number of such applications and offer an overall description. (Note, planning 
permissions can remain valid for 5 years.) 

However, where more significant developments are apparent (e.g. public road widening project, 
wind farm development, and large-scale felling), specifically mention the project and its status. 

Crucially, if the forestry project is connected with the other development (e.g. turbulence felling in 
relation to a new windfarm), ensure that the AA and EIA undertaken by the ‘1st authority’ covers the 
project currently been evaluated by the FS-DAFM (the ‘2nd authority’). In such cases(*), the 2nd 
authority can accept the findings of the 1st authority in its own AA Screening process, but if key 
information is missing, it must seek further information (in the form of a NIS, if ‘above-&-beyond’ 
standard measures – see before). 

(* As per the Birds & Habitats Regulations 2011, Part 5, 42(21).) 

➢ Appendix D describe how to review and complete information on forestry plans and projects 
(principally from iFORIS). Appendix E describes 3rd party websites, in relation to non-forestry plans 
and projects. Look at plans and projects listed as being under consideration, or where valid planning 
permission is still in place. Note, not all of the sources set out in Appendices D and E are relevant to 
this in-combination assessment, but are nevertheless included in this SOP, for wider use.  

➢ When compiling the narrative, cite the sources used and note the date.  

➢ The In-Combination free text box allows for 2,000 characters. Entries larger than this can be saved 
within NOTES, with clear cross-referencing.  

➢ NOTE, District Inspectors can opt to have the in-combination description provided. In such cases, 
the Inspector can e-mail a central contact (to be confirmed) the relevant file reference number 
with the following note “In-combination text required in relation to file no. […], as per the 
Appropriate Assessment Procedure SOP.” Please, only use this facility for those files where you 
have deemed that the project itself cannot impact the Natura site in question.  
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Once it is established that the project itself (i.e. ‘individually’) cannot impact the Natura site in question, 
and once the in-combination entry is in place, the Inspector can conclude that there is no possibility of the 
project having a significant effect on the Natura site, either alone or in-combination with other plans and 
projects. 

 

1.10 What happens if AA Screening Conclusion ‘AA Required’ is reached for any 
Natura site? 

If this screening conclusion is reached for any Natura site, Appropriate Assessment is required in relation 
to that Natura site.  

In such cases, ensure that AA Screening is completed for all the other Natura sites ‘captured’ by the 15 km 
zone. For those Natura sites screened out, ensure each is accompanied by the required in-combination 
statement.  

In relation to any Natura sites screened in for AA, refer the project to the Ecologist via the Ecologist Referral 
function on iFORIS. Ensure that the referral clearly states the Natura site(s) screened in for AA, and any 
further details supporting the rationale presented in the AA Screening Report for that Natura site. (Note, 
under this SOP, there is no requirement for the Inspector to draft a NIS letter, as previously required.) 

Once the file is referred to the Ecologist, the AA process commences. This process is run centrally, with 
mitigation identified via one of several routes, e.g. 

1. Seek a Natura Impact Statement from the applicant, to identify required mitigation (as typically done 
up to now). 

2. Specify, as mitigation, adherence to DAFM environmental guidelines, requirements and standards 
(with the scope for adjusting individual measures or augmenting with additional specifics, in 
consultation with the District Inspector).  

3. Apply, as mitigation, protocols compiled by ecological experts and (where necessary) agreed to by 
NPWS  

4. Mitigation arrived at through the direct involvement of relevant experts, either in-house or external. 

The process of arriving at an AA determination as to whether the project – individually or in combination 
with other plans and projects – will adversely affect the integrity of the Natura site in question, is 
coordinated centrally. Where relevant, the Ecologist (either in-house or external) will (in most cases) discuss 
proposed mitigation with the Inspector involved, especially in relation to the practicalities of 
implementation.  

At the end of the AA process, the Ecologist will respond to the District Inspector via the Ecologist referral 
function on iFORIS, presenting the AA conclusion and detailing any required mitigation. The Inspector must 
that incorporate the specified mitigation into his / her ‘Approval with Conditions’ certification of the file, 
ensuring that any other conditions do not compromise the required mitigation measures. 

 

1.11 What happens if AA Screening Conclusion ‘Incompatible’ is reached for any 
Natura site? 

If this Screening conclusion is reached for any NATURA site captured by the 15 km zone or entered manually, 
the project cannot proceed. For example, in the case of an afforestation project within a SAC bog, drainage 
may be an unavoidable necessity in order to establish trees but would affect the habitat itself. 
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Where this screening conclusion is reached, refer the project to the Ecologist via the Ecologist Referral 
function on iFORIS. Ensure that the referral clearly states that the project is deemed incompatible with a 
Natura site(s), specify the Natura site(s) in question, and include any further details supporting the rationale 
presented in the AA Screening Report itself.  

The Ecologist will review the rationale presented and will respond with recommendations for incorporation 
by the District Inspector into his / her certification.  

Where a project is refused due to incompatibility with a Natura site(s), the reasons involved must be clearly 
set out.  

 

1.12 How important are the Inspector’s responses?  

The responses given to each question of the AA Screening section form part of the record of the screening 
process and set out the rationale for why particular conclusions are selected. Therefore, complete each 
question carefully, following the pop-up guidance / rules and this SOP. Inconsistent answers can undermine 
the validity of the process.  

Also, ensure that the final certification of the application reflects the Screening Conclusion(s), and where 
undertaken, the AA Conclusion.  

 

1.13 What kind of conditions can be attached to an approval?  

Regarding the AA Screening stage, following the CJEU Judgement C-323/17, it is not possible to specify, as a 
condition, any measure upon which the project relies on for it to be screened out. If any such measure is 
required, the project must proceed to AA and that measure described fully within the context of that 
process. 

Conditions can be added without the above restriction, in relation to the protection of non-Natura related 
issues, such as setbacks along public roads and surrounding archaeological sites, and measures regarding 
non-Natura related ecological issues, e.g. curlew, small white orchid. 

Regarding the AA stage, where mitigation measures are presented by the Ecologist, ensure that these are 
attached as conditions, and that they are not compromised by any other condition that might be attached.  

 

1.14 What about subsequent changes to the project? 

If a project is approved after the screening or AA process, consider any changes proposed after the issuing of 
the licence. Do they materially change the nature of the project? If so, this may invalidate the original 
screening or AA process. 
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SECTION 2: SOP for iFORIS-based AA Screening 
 

2.1 Introduction 

The AA Screening Forms attached to the Nov18 SOP have now been migrated into iFORIS. The following sets 
out the Standard Operation Procedure for using the iFORIS-based AA Screening procedure. Please note, 
further changes are likely, as the system is refined further. Furthermore, if any ‘bugs’ to come apparent, op 
rig you have comments on how the system can be improved, please provide feedback.  

Due to the length of time completion of an AA Screening could take, and in order to avoid the loss of inputs 
by the Inspector, the session will be kept ‘alive’ every time the Inspector changes a tick box, enters values or 
opens/closes input boxes. However, Inspectors are still encouraged to save at every available option.  

Inspectors will be aware of various fixes applied to deal with issues raised during the initial roll-out of the 
iFORIS-based AA Screening process. Inspectors are requested to follow the procedures set out below 
within the context of fixes rolled out in recent weeks, as flagged by Frank Barrett in various e-mails. If any 
further issues arise, please inform Frank Barrett directly. 

 

2.2 EIA spatial run 

The EIA spatial run feeds into both the EIA questions and the AA Screening process. This is now run 
overnight, so there is no need for Inspectors to run when entering (or re-entering) a file, unless prompted to 
do so by the following:   

 

 

Please be aware that rerunning the EIA will wipe clean any work undertaken within the Screening 
section.  

Go to the ‘Appropriate Assessment Screening’ section on the main certification page. This is located 
above the EIA section. 

 

2.3 Site details 

This adds a short project and site description to the AA Screening process. Click on the ‘Create/Edit’ button 
to go into the input box, select / amend the text as appropriate, and press ‘Save’. The inputted text then 
appears on main certification page, under Q.1. E.g. 
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This text can be edited later, if need be, by pressing the ‘Create/Edit’ button. 

 

2.4 Likely zone of impact 

The nightly EIA run also casts the 15 km radius ‘likely zone of impact’ net centred on the site, and pulls in the 
name, site code and qualifying details of any Natura site(s) therein.  

The table in Q.2 is prepopulated with these Natura sites. The 1st column lists the site name & code, the 2nd 
column indicates if the ‘Project area overlaps this Natura site’, and the 3rd column indicates if the ‘Project 
area 15 km or less from this Natura site (regardless of hydrological connectivity’).  

 

 

 

The 4th column – ‘Likely Zone of Impact extended to include this Natura site, due to the following reasons:’ – 
is for additional manually-added sites. To manually add a site, press the ‘Manually Add Natura Site’ button 
and select from the list. Once imported into the table, click ‘Yes’ in 4th column and enter in a short 
description of reason why the site is being manually added. 

Note, it is possible to remove or edit manually-added Natura sites later, using the ‘Remove’ and ‘Edit’ 
buttons beneath the name and code of each one added.  

Answer Q.3 and Q.4, noting the pop-up guidance / rules viewable by hovering the cursor over the red 
question mark (‘ ? ’). (Note, pop-up guidance / rules are present throughout, as indicated by red question 
marks and red asterisk (‘ * ’).) 
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2.5 Screening individual Natura sites 

Beneath the ‘Screening Conclusion’ title, select ‘Per Natura’ under the ‘Conclusion:’ dropdown. This 
generates a series of individual boxes for each Natura site listed under Q.2, under the heading ‘AA Screening 
Conclusions for individual Natura sites’.  

The Inspector now generates a Screening Conclusion for each. 

 

 

 

Focusing on an individual Natura site, click the ‘Select/Edit’ button, which generates the ‘AA Screening of 
Individual Site: Input Box’. 

This box lists the name of the Natura site, the qualifying interests, and the series of questions (a) to (e) 
(which differ, depending if the Natura site in question is a SAC or a SPA). When completing these questions, 
note the pop-up guidance / rules viewable by hovering the cursor over the red question mark (‘ ? ’). 

Examples of the input boxes for SACs and SPAs are given below: 
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Beneath these questions, select an appropriate conclusion from the ‘AA Screening Conclusion:’ dropdown 
box. While the iFORIS AA Screening process uses four conclusions (as per above), the conclusions available in 
this dropdown box will be limited, depending on how the previous questions (a) to (e) are answered (as 
reflected by the pop-up guidance / rules).  

Depending on the conclusion selected, the input box is expanded to include an addition series of question 
specific to that conclusion.  

The following is the input box for the ‘Screen Out’ option. 

 

 

 

Select and input text, as appropriate, noting the pop-up guidance / rules. 

Once completed, press ‘Save’ – this returns the user to the output box for that Natura site, on the main 
certification page, which now presents the details entered. For example: 
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Proceed to the next Natura site and repeat.  

Note, Inspectors can return to individual input boxes and edit material and change conclusions, if required, 
via the ‘Select/Edit’ button at the top of that Natura site’s output box.  

 

2.6 Overall AA Screening Conclusion 

An overall AA Screening Conclusion is given beneath the series of output boxes. This records the current 
state-of-play regarding the AA Screening process. Various embedded rules dictate which Overall Screening 
Conclusion is listed, as reflected by the text of each:  

 

 

 

 

Certain Overall Conclusions prevent the file from being certified for approved, i.e. ‘Screen Hold’, Screen 

NIS/AA reuired’ and ‘Screen Incompatible’.  
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2.7 What happens if AA Screening Conclusion ‘AA Required’ is reached for any 
Natura site?  

See Section 1.10. 

 

2.8 What happens if AA Screening Conclusion ‘Incompatible’ is reached for any 
Natura site? 

See Section 1.11. 

 

2.9 Other clarifications 

(23Sept19) Also, for clarification, regarding the Native Woodland Conservation Scheme and the 
NeighbourWood Scheme, as these schemes are not fully integrated into iFORIS, please continue to use the 
paper-based AA Screening Form issued with the 28Nov18 revision of the AA Screening Procedure, unless 
there is a felling licence application associated with the project. If this is the case, the AA Screening for the 
entire project can be undertaken under the AA Screening for the FL application. However, please enter a 
short note to this effect, under NOTES (for the FL application) and with your return to Wexford regarding the 
NWS Conservation or NBR Scheme Form 1. 

 

(19Sept19) The attached document from the Scottish Natural Heritage (‘Scottish Natural Heritage Assessing 

connectivity with SPAs’) was referred to at the training days (and also at our meeting in December of last 

year). It lists the typical foraging distances of various Annex I (of the Birds Directive) bird species during both 

the breeding and wintering season. Although compiled for use in the Scottish context, it has general 

application in Ireland (although the list isn’t complete).  

Where a SPA is designated for a particular bird species listed in the document, the Inspector can use the 

document (citing it, of course) as a solid basis for a screening decision. If the project is located outside a SPA 

and outside the foraging distance of a bird species for which that SPA has been designated, then the 

Inspector can decide that there is no pathway and that the project cannot have an impact individually on 

that QI. Following an in-combination assessment (as per above), the project can then be screened out. 

The document can be found at www.nature.scot/assessing-connectivity-special-protection-areas). 

 

(19Sept19) The answer is yes, we do. However, there will be a small number of Natura sites involved, i.e. 

those within 15 km north the border.  

We have to explore how we can best capture these Natura sites spatially and how any automatically-

populated fields can be completed (given that we won’t be linking into a NPWS webpage and that the 

Qualifying Interests are presented differently in the background documentation).  

For those Inspectors in border Districts, please send me a list of Natura sites within 15 km north the border. 
We will have to develop a manual workaround to ensure these are considered. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nature.scot/assessing-connectivity-special-protection-areas
http://www.nature.scot/assessing-connectivity-special-protection-areas
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Appendix A: Summary of recent rulings (ECJ & national) regarding Article 
6(3) of the Habitats Directive 

 

Case C-258/11, Peter Sweetman and Others v An Bord Pleanála 

http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=136145&pageIndex=0&doclang=en&mode=lst&dir=
&occ=first&part=1&cid=10649 

 

Text from ruling  

Article 6(3) of [the Habitats Directive] must be interpreted as meaning that a plan or project not directly 
connected with or necessary to the management of a site will adversely affect the integrity of that site if it is 
liable to prevent the lasting preservation of the constitutive characteristics of the site that are connected to 
the presence of a priority natural habitat whose conservation was the objective justifying the designation of 
the site in the list of sites of Community importance, in accordance with the directive. The precautionary 
principle should be applied for the purposes of that appraisal. 

 

Case C-164/17, Edel Grace and Peter Sweetman v An Bord Pleanála 

http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=204392&pageIndex=0&doclang=en&mode=lst&dir=
&occ=first&part=1&cid=10649 

 

Text from ruling 

Article 6 of [the Habitats Directive] must be interpreted as meaning that, where it is intended to carry out a 
project on a site designated for the protection and conservation of certain species, of which the area suitable 
for providing for the needs of a protected species fluctuates over time, and the temporary or permanent 
effect of that project will be that some parts of the site will no longer be able to provide a suitable habitat for 
the species in question, the fact that the project includes measures to ensure that, after an appropriate 
assessment of the implications of the project has been carried out and throughout the lifetime of the project, 
the part of the site that is in fact likely to provide a suitable habitat will not be reduced and indeed may be 
enhanced may not be taken into account for the purpose of the assessment that must be carried out in 
accordance with Article 6(3) of the directive to ensure that the project in question will not adversely affect the 
integrity of the site concerned; that fact falls to be considered, if need be, under Article 6(4) of the directive. 

 

Case C-323/17 People Over Wind and Peter Sweetman v Coillte Teoranta 

http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=200970&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir
=&occ=first&part=1&cid=10649 

 

Text from ruling 

Article 6(3) of [the Habitats Directive] must be interpreted as meaning that, in order to determine whether it 
is necessary to carry out, subsequently, an appropriate assessment of the implications, for a site concerned, 
of a plan or project, it is not appropriate, at the screening stage, to take account of the measures intended to 
avoid or reduce the harmful effects of the plan or project on that site. 
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Case C-461/17 Brian Holohan and Others v An Bord Pleanála 

http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=207428&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir
=&occ=first&part=1&cid=10649 

 

Text from ruling 

1. Article 6(3) of [the Habitats Directive] must be interpreted as meaning that an ‘appropriate assessment’ 
must, on the one hand, catalogue the entirety of habitat types and species for which a site is protected, and, 
on the other, identify and examine both the implications of the proposed project for the species present on 
that site, and for which that site has not been listed, and the implications for habitat types and species to be 
found outside the boundaries of that site, provided that those implications are liable to affect the 
conservation objectives of the site. 

2. Article 6(3) of Directive 92/43 must be interpreted as meaning that the competent authority is permitted to 
grant to a plan or project consent which leaves the developer free to determine subsequently certain 
parameters relating to the construction phase, such as the location of the construction compound and haul 
routes, only if that authority is certain that the development consent granted establishes conditions that are 
strict enough to guarantee that those parameters will not adversely affect the integrity of the site. 

3. Article 6(3) of Directive 92/43 must be interpreted as meaning that, where the competent authority rejects 
the findings in a scientific expert opinion recommending that additional information be obtained, the 
‘appropriate assessment’ must include an explicit and detailed statement of reasons capable of dispelling all 
reasonable scientific doubt concerning the effects of the work envisaged on the site concerned. 

4. Article 5(1) and (3) of, and Annex IV to, Directive 2011/92/EU of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 13 December 2011 on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the 
environment, must be interpreted as meaning that the developer is obliged to supply information that 
expressly addresses the significant effects of its project on all species identified in the statement that is 
supplied pursuant to those provisions. 

5. Article 5(3)(d) of Directive 2011/92 must be interpreted as meaning that the developer must supply 
information in relation to the environmental impact of both the chosen option and of all the main 
alternatives studied by the developer, together with the reasons for his choice, taking into account at least 
the environmental effects, even if such an alternative was rejected at an early stage.  

 

 

Eoin Kelly versus An Bord Pleanála, 15 April 2019 

The High court did not find that Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) and other standards mandatory 
and best practice environmental measures can be considered in every screening for Appropriate 
Assessment.  It is always necessary to analyse whether the measure, however described and whether or not 
it has another purpose is proposed with the intention of avoiding or reducing a harmful effect on a European 
site. If there is a source-pathway-receptor connection between the proposed development and the 
qualifying interest of a European site and potential harmful effects have been identified, measures to avoid 
or reduce those effects must be excluded from the screening analysis. 

 

 

http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=207428&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=10649
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=207428&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=10649
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=207428&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=10649
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=207428&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=10649
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Heather Hill Management Company CLG versus An Bord Pleanála, 21 June 2019 

The court held that the Board had relied on a commitment to comply with 'best practice measures' during 
construction in order to minimise any emissions into the Trusky Stream, which was identified as being a 
potential pathway to the Special Protection Area (SPA) and Special Area of Conservation (SAC) in Galway 
Bay. The Court held that this commitment to comply with ‘best practice measures’ represented an avoidance 
or reduction measure that must be excluded for the purpose of reaching a screening determination. 
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Appendix B: Glossary of Terms 

 

BIRDS DIRECTIVE Directive 2009/147/EC of the European Parliament & of the Council of 30 November 2009 on 
the conservation of wild birds. 

CJEU Judgement C-323/17 Under this Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) Judgement C-323/17 
People Over Wind and Sweetman, specific measures intended to avoid or reduce the harmful effects of a 
proposed forestry project on a SAC or SPA may no longer be taken into account by the Forestry Inspector at 
the AA screening stage, when deciding on whether or not that proposed project is likely to have a significant 
effect on the conservation objectives of a Natura site. (See CJEU Judgment at 
curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&num=C-323/0 and also attached Inside Ecology article 01May18, 
for an unofficial but informed digest of the judgement.) 

CONSERVATION OBJECTIVE The specification of the overall target for the species & / or habitat types for which a 
European site is designated, in order for it to contribute to maintaining or reaching favourable conservation 
status of the species & habitat concerned, at the national, the biogeographical or the European level. 

CONSERVATION STATUS (HABITAT) An assessment of the health of a natural habitat, based on the sum of the 
influences acting on that habitat & its typical species that may affect its long term natural distribution, 
structure & functions as well as the long term survival of its typical species. Methods for assessing 
conservation status were drawn up by the European Topic Centre for Nature Conservation in conjunction 
with the Scientific Group of the Habitats Directive. It involves the application of a ‘favourable’, ‘inadequate’, 
‘bad’ or ‘unknown’ assessment to four separate parameters (i.e. range, area, structures & functions, & 
future prospects) & an assessment of overall status (NPWS, 2013). 

EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES (BIRDS & NATURAL HABITATS) REGULATIONS 2011 (S.I.477 OF 2011) The principal 
instrument transposing the Birds & Habitats Directives into Irish law, with provisions for (inter alia): the 
conservation of natural habitats & habitats of species; activities, plans or projects affecting European sites; 
appropriate assessment; & the protection of flora & fauna. 

EUROPEAN SITE Term used to describe a Special Area of Conservation or a Special Protection Area. 

HABITATS DIRECTIVE The Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats & 
of wild fauna & flora, which aims to promote the maintenance of biodiversity in Europe, taking account of 
economic, social, cultural & regional requirements. The EU Habitats Directive, together with the Birds 
Directive, forms the cornerstone of Europe’s nature conservation policy, & establishes the EU-wide Natura 
2000 ecological network of protected areas. Annex I & Annex II list natural habitats & species (both animal & 
plant) of community interest whose conservation requires the designation of Special Areas of Conservation 
by Member States. The Habitats Directive is transposed into Irish law under the European Communities 
(Birds & Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (S.I.477 of 2011).  

NATURA SITE Term used to describe a Special Area of Conservation or a Special Protection Area. 

QUALIFYING INTEREST The particular species or habitat for which a European site has been designated. 

SIGNIFICANT EFFECT A project may have a significant effect on a NATURA site if it (inter alia): 

➢ reduces the area of an Annex I habitat, the habitat of an Annex II species, or the overall NATURA 
site; 

➢ damages the physical quality of the environment (e.g. water quality & supply, soil compaction) 
within the NATURA site; 

➢ causes serious or ongoing disturbance to species or habitats for which the NATURA site is selected 
(e.g. increased noise, human activity); 

http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&num=C-323/0
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&num=C-323/0
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➢ results in direct or indirect damage to the size, characteristics or reproductive ability of populations 
within the NATURA site; or 

➢ interferes with mitigation measures put in place for other plans or projects. 

Note Case C258/11 Preliminary Ruling under Article 267 TFEU - Lough Corrib site - N6 Galway City Outer 
Bypass road scheme case: Article 6(3) of Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the 
conservation of natural habitats & of wild fauna & flora must be interpreted as meaning that a plan or 
project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of a site will adversely affect the 
integrity of that site if it is liable to prevent the lasting preservation of the constitutive characteristics of 
the site that are connected to the presence of a priority natural habitat whose conservation was the 
objective justifying the designation of the site in the list of sites of Community importance, in accordance 
with the directive. The precautionary principle should be applied for the purposes of that appraisal. 

SPECIAL AREA OF CONSERVATION (SAC) A prime wildlife conservation area considered to be important at a 
European as well as an Irish level, designated under the Habitats Directive. Also referred to as a 'European 
site' or a ‘Natura site’. 

SPECIAL PROTECTION AREA (SPA) An area of significance for the conservation of habitats which are important 
for birds & have been designated under the EU Council Directive 79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild 
birds (or ‘Birds Directive’). Also referred to as a 'European site' or a ‘Natura site’. 

STAGE 1 A non-legal term often applied to AA screening.  

STAGE 2 A non-legal term often applied to Appropriate Assessment. 
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Appendix D  

Using iFORIS and other sources to view forest licencing activity and other 
forest-relation aspects 

 

Reviewing the licencing activity within the 15 AA Screening buffer 

Click on the View Map button on the certification screen to activate the map viewer and view the pre-

approval licence (Afforestation, Forest Road) or TFL area being assessed. Newly enabled buffering, contract 

filtering and zoom scale filtering for different layers has been developed to faciliate an assessment of Forest 

Service licencing in within and outside the 15 km AA screening buffer. 

In the example below, a Pre-approval afforestation licence is examined using the newly enabled filtering 

functionality and zoom scale settings assocated with the different vector and raster layers available on 

iFORIS. Contract numbers or TFL numbers can now be entered into the Find Contract section of the iFORIS 

Search Tab to zoom to the extent of a specific contract. A Contract or TFL can be filtered using the Refresh 

Filters button also located in the Find Contract section of the iFORIS Search Tab. 
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Specific contracts can be filtered to show either the felling licence, Pre-approval Afforestation application of 

interest.  

Additional improvements to allow improved filtering of forest roads and planted (post Form 2) stage 

afforestation areas will be added to iFORIS in a future release. New layers, including a First Installment 

afforestation layer, will added to iFORIS to aid assessment and visualisation of existing DAFM licencing within 

and around the 15 km AA screening buffer area. 

To visualise the 15 km buffer around the contract of interest click on and expand the EIA group layer and 

then then on the 15km EIA Buffer check box and click on the Update button to refresh the map screen. The 

15km EIA buffer area (a large circular area) appears as a transparent peach coloured layer centred on the 

contract of interest. 

 

Activate the Discovery Series raster layer and then use the Locate To window functionality to select a zoom 

scale (1:63000) appropriate to the size and extent of the 15 km EIA buffer layer and click on Go (see also 

screenshot below).  
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Expand the NPWS/NMS group layer and activate the NPWS SAC and SPA layers to view the contract of 

interest in the context of adjacent designated Natura sites within the 15 km buffer.  
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Select the Layer Precedence Tab and move or drag the 15km EIA Buffer layer below the other vector layers 

to better visualise the SPA and SAC layers (do this while holding down the left mouse button). The selected 

layer you wish to move will be highlighed in yellow as you move the layer up and down to change the layer 

draw order (see the screenshot below where the 15km EIA Buffer is highlighted with a yellow colour). Click 

on Update button to refresh the map screen and draw order of the active map layers.  

 

Pan Around the map screen to view and or query the SACs and SPAs within the 15 km buffer layer. To better 

view the layers, expand the map window to its full extent press the F11 button at the top of the keyboard. 

Note: to renable or view normal Internet Explorer menus and toolbars presss F11 again.   

Note that one or more of the Natura sites may be physically separate from the development site (in this case 

the afforestation development) or be in different hydrological catchments or may not be hydrologically 

connected to the SAC. Therefore it may be possible to screen out a Natura site by virtue of physical 

separation. Thus, viewing the various map layers and existing licences in this way aids this screening process. 
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The SPAs and SACs visible on the map screen will correspond to the list of SPAs and SACs presented on the 

certification screen in respect of AA Screening Conclusions for individual Natura sites. Use the viewer to 

activate spatial layers of interest in respect of the forest road, afforestation application or TFL being 

examined and assessed.  
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To view Licenced TFLs together with surrounding afforestation pre-approvals activate the Tree Felling 

Licence Areas layer and click on the Update button and then pan around the map window to examine TFLs. 

 

To view Coillte forest and other forest areas activate the Coillte Subcompartment layer and the Forest 2016 

layer and Click on Update. Licenced Coillte clearfelling can also be viewed in this way. 
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To View Forest Road Pre Appovals Activate or check all layers in the Pre-Approvals Group layer. The Pre-

Approval red lines for forest roads will become visible. 
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To view Approved Forest Roads Click on the First Installment Layer (note the Max Scale for this layer is 

1:35,000 – this will be changed in subsequent releases to the max zoom scale of 1:63,000). 

 

 

To view the proposed development in the context of the neighbouring hydrological network activate the EPA 

Hydrological layer. In the screenshot below you will note that the Girley Bog SAC is c. 5 km from the 

development site of interest and drains into a different catchment. 
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Thus, viewing the different licence layers together with other environmental information provides a means 

to aid the assessment of potential combined impacts (or lack thereof) of licenced and proposed operations 

on particular Natura sites. 

 

Reviewing licencing activity within a specific search area (i.e. townland) 

Licensed forest activities be retrieved for a relevant townland and/or neighbouring townlands by using the 
find contract function on IFORIS.  

This technique can be used to view information related to afforestation, roads or TFLs files, including their 
stage and file status information. Using knowledge of the stage and status attributes iFORIS users can 
determine whether a licence has been approved, has a decision pending or has been refused outright.  
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Find contracts/licences submissions in a townland 

After clicking find contract button on the iFORIS home page the iFORIS Search page appears (see below) to 
initiate a townland search,  

➢ select a county in ‘Plant. County’ dropdown,  

➢ select a townland in ‘Plant. Townland’ dropdown (Note that there may be multiple townland with 
the same name names – the correct townland and DED name can be determined from the map 
viewer by querying the relevant townland area),  

➢ click the ‘Find’ button to run the townland search query. 

 

 

Finding contracts/licence submissions in a townland 

If present for the townland being searched, a list of afforestation contracts, forest road contracts and/or 
TFLs will be displayed in the Search Results section (see above). Individual contracts can be viewed on the 
map screen by clicking on the View Map button. To view more detail click on the View File Status button. 
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➢ The View File Status button can be used access the contracts/TFLs status summary page. At the 
bottom of this page where applicable, the Pre-Approval Button at the bottom of the screen can be 
used to view the ‘Preapproval Status’ page. 

➢ Clicking on ‘Certification’ at the bottom of the ‘Preapproval Status’ page, allows the user to view the 
certification page associated with the file which in turn provides information related the history of 
the inspection(s), related conditions, notes and contacts etc. 

 

Reviewing the extent of forestry visually in a townland or neighbouring townlands 

Afforestation, forest road developments and forest felling blocks may be spatially contiguous, fragmented or 
linear, and potential impacts (cumulative or otherwise) may spread across multiple townlands. Assessment 
of such potential impacts may require queries for several named townlands to be initiated using the search 
tools available in iFORIS. 
 

Querying a townland name in iFORIS 

The townland layer in iFORIS can be activated by toggling the layer on and pressing the Update button. 
Townlands will display in a green boundary (see below) 

To determine the townland name for an area of interest, use the ‘Select Feature’ tool and click within the 
townland of interest on the map window. A pop-up dialog will appear indicated the layers coincident with 
the users mouse button click. To return information from the townlands layer, click on the Townlands text 
as it appears the popup and detail including the townland name will returned to the information pane on the 
right side of the screen. 

 

 

Querying a townland. A popup appears after selecting a feature on the map. 
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Querying a townland. The ‘Info’ tab provides the townland name when Townlands is clicked on in the pop up 
window. 

 

Viewing forest cover data and felling licence information using iFORIS 

In the Map Viewer on iFORIS, switch on the Forest Group Layer and the Coillte Group Layer and press 
update. This will display: 

➢ private forests areas are identified as red polygons, 

➢ Coillte subcompartments 2019 bounded in purple and unfilled, 

➢ Coillte licenced areas 2015–2019 bounded in red, 

➢ Coillte 2020 felling blocks bounded in orange, and 

➢ Coillte 2019 felling licence blocks bounded red and filled in pink. 

The attributes for forest related data can be returned to the Information Tab by clicking on the relevant 
forest polygon.  

Some useful attributes to consider when assessing potential impacts of licencing activity include the area, 
and the source year (“SOURCE_YEAR”), and the contract number (‘CONTRACTID’).   

‘CONTRACTID’ attribute returned from the Forest layer will be useful for checking the background history of 
a licenced activity. If the “SOURCE_YEAR” attribute contains FIPS and there is no ‘CONTRACTID’, it may 
indicate that the forest area in question is a natural or semi-natural woodland.  

Another map-based indicator for natural woodland is an irregular shaped forest area or curvy-linear forest 
area adjacent to a river, etc. The Geohive web mapping service provided by Ordnance Survey Ireland can be 
viewed to provide further information in respect of natural woodland status (see also below).  
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Viewing Coillte forest areas (purple) and private afforestation already approved (red). 

 

 

Querying information related to a private forest area using the ‘Select Feature’ tool 
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The ‘Info’ tab displays forest information when forests is selected from the pop-up. Area, ‘CONTRACTID’ and 
“SOURCE_YEAR” are useful attributes. 

 

Displaying refused forestry applications spatially 

Forestry pre-approval applications which have been refused technical approval can be viewed by expanding 
the pre-approval layer, activating the Pre-Approval Refusals layer and pressing the Update button. The 
‘Select Feature’ tool can be used to return the relevant contract number of the refused contract to the Info 
Tab. 

 

Updating the map viewer to preapproval refusal areas. 

 

Visualising the river and stream networks in respect of licenced forest operations 

Activate the EPA Hydrology layer to view rivers and streams and lakes captured in the EPA’s hydrological 
network. This layer is used by the EPA and other authorities for reporting in respect of the Water Framework 
Directive (WFD) commitments. This layer displays the majority (but not all rivers – see below) and provides 
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an indication of hydrological connectivity between forests, proposed licenced activity (forest roads, 
afforestation, felling) and European sites.  

 

Ordnance Survey 1:5000, 6” and 25” Series Raster maps for hydrological and other details 

The 1:5000, 6” and 25” Series OSI Rasters maps available in iFORIS provide map ornaments and other detail 
such as river flow direction and outlines of drainage channels which may not be present in the EPA 
Hydrology layer. To access these raster layers expand the Imagery Group layer and then expand the Raster 
Group layer to activate the relevant raster layers.  

The 6” Series and 25” series Rasters may also provide map ornaments related to specific land features such 
as rough grazing ground, marsh areas with standing water or areas marked ‘liable to floods’. As the 6” Series 
raster detail is now approximately 100 years old features from the maps may need to be ground-truthed by 
field inspection.  

The 25” and 6” series OS maps will also detail minor streams and drainage channels as well as flow direction 
in river and stream channels. This can be useful when determining hydrological connectivity and/or flow 
direction in respect of AA screening, etc. 

 

1:5000 Series OSI raster with orthophoto showing field boundaries/enclosures water features, drains and 
stream flow direction. 

 

Reviewing the extent of forestry statistically (the EIA run) 

The EIA query (now initiated by iFORIS on a nightly basis) provides various statistics related to forest cover 
within a townland and WFD Waterbody catchment. The EIA query results can be used to inform the AA 
Screening in-combination assessment.  

In relation to afforestation, relevant statistics are provided by the EIA query to the following EIA questions: 

3. Is the total area of this application 50 ha or greater? (Net digitised area)  

4. Does this application, together with existing afforestation of 3 years or less within a 500 metre radius, 
constitute an area greater than 50 ha?  

5. Does this application, together with other Form 1 applications within 500 metres and recommended for 
approval but not yet planted, constitute an area 50 ha or greater than 50 ha?  
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6. What is the approximate % of forest cover at present in the applications townland?  

7. What was the approximate % of forest cover in the applications townland(s) 5 years ago?  

8. What is the approximate % of forest cover at present within 5 km?  

9. What is the approximate % of forest cover 5 years ago within this 5 km buffer?  

12. What is the approximate % of forest cover currently in the underlining water body (or water bodies)?  

13. What was the approximate % of forest cover in the underlining water body (or water bodies) 5 years ago?  

 

When assessing EIA query results and statistics inspectors should be cognisant that townland areas can 
range in size (i.e. area) significantly across relatively short distances. With for example, large and smaller 
area townland immediately adjacent to each other. This should be borne in mind when reviewing % forest 
cover area figures. For example, a small townland may appear to be dominated forest areas, even though 
that forest is relatively isolated within the wider landscape.  

The waterbody catchment is often a more suitable basis for assessing in-combination issues during the AA 
assessment, particularly if hydrological connectively is relevant.  

 

Reviewing forest cover at a county level scale spatially 

The DAFM website provides forest cover maps at a county level. These maps identify private forests in red 
and public forests in green (see example maps below). 

Synoptic, county level maps can indicate hotspots in terms of forest land cover or where forest cover is more 
fragmented and or more widely dispersed. It may be necessary to view two or more county cover maps 
where the area being assessed straddles multiple county borders.  

County based forest maps are available 
at:https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice/forestservicegeneralinformation/foreststatisticsandmapping
/forestcovermaps/ 

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice/forestservicegeneralinformation/foreststatisticsandmapping/forestcovermaps/
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice/forestservicegeneralinformation/foreststatisticsandmapping/forestcovermaps/
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice/forestservicegeneralinformation/foreststatisticsandmapping/forestcovermaps/
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice/forestservicegeneralinformation/foreststatisticsandmapping/forestcovermaps/
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Figure 1 County level Forest Cover Map, showing sample hotspot forest cover area around Lough Iron. 

 

Reviewing land use change, character and condition overtime spatially  

Several publically assessable websites provide information in relation to land use, land character and land 
use change (or forest land cover change) over time. One such site is the free OSI mapviewer referred to as 
Geohive: http://map.geohive.ie/mapviewer.html  

Various map tools are provided for panning, zooming in querying layers in the Geohive map window. 
Geohive users can navigate to specific areas of interest using keyword location searches (e.g. townland) in a 
similar way to iFORIS.  

In the screenshots below an area the River Inny outflow from Lough Iron, Co. Westmeath is examined. 

On the left-hand side of the Geohive map screen a ‘data catalogue’ panel provides access to various map 
layers. Expand the ‘Base Information’ and ‘Mapping’ layer to provide access these data layers. 

Check and activate the Aerial premium layer to refresh the screen with the latest and most up to date aerial 
photography available from OSI. 

Tip: Clicking on the ‘ i ’ icon returns information from the layer or area of interest e.g. the year(s) 
aerial photography relates to or the year the first edition maps relate to. 

Tip: The ‘selection panel’ beneath the ‘Data Catalogue’ panel returns the results from spatial queries 
based on the active layers. Layer transparency can also be controlled as well as the layer draw order. 

The scroll bar can be used to view the various orthophoto archives. Geohive contains orthophotography 
dating back to 1995. 

http://map.geohive.ie/mapviewer.html
http://map.geohive.ie/mapviewer.html
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Comparing the orthophoto layers captured at different flown dates can be used as a means of determining 
changing land cover (i.e. forest cover) over time. 

A range of 1st Edition OS Maps is also available from Geohive. The 1st Edition maps provide an indication on 
how land use has changed since the 1800s. The Historic Map 6-inch colour raster provides access to the 
oldest mapping data. By viewing this layer and comparing the information shown to the Aerial premium 
layer it can be determined that (see example screenshots below): 

➢ there has been a significant forest cover increase in the area since the publication of the 1st Edition 
maps, 

➢ that the river has been canalised or drainage works have been initiated,  

➢ there has been land reclamation adjacent to the river (reclaimed lands may have potential flooding 
issues and/or drainage issues from an afforestation perspective), 

➢ locations of old buildings the remains of which may have archaeological constraints, 

➢ possible locations of past bog areas or hedgerows/enclosures. 

OS map ornamentation i.e. the map symbols present on the early edition OS maps (6” and 25” sheets) are 
described here: https://libguides.ucd.ie/findingmaps/mapscalesandsymbols 

 

Geohive’s OSI map archive can be used to view areas of forest cover or long established woodland on the 
historic map series that currently is still under forest cover. The term Long Established Woodlands (LEW) is 
used to describe those woods or forests that are mapped on the 1st Edition OS Maps that remain under 
forest cover today. These will likely have significant biodiversity value or remnant biodiversity specific to 
woodland ecosystems. There may be diverse flora and fauna, soil organisms and fungi, older or post mature 
and/or veteran trees. These forest areas may also include significant vertical and horizontal structural 
diversity etc. More information on LEW and policy relating to such woodlands can be found in the Guidelines 
for managing Native woodland.  

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/publications/ManagementGuidelinesIrelandNativ
eWoodlands270917.pdf 

 

Viewing woodland layers on Geohive 

There are two useful woodland layers on the OSI Geohive map viewer: 

➢ scroll down the data catalogue pane,  

➢ expand the ‘Nature and Environment’ layer,  

➢ expand ‘Environment, Conservation and Heritage’ layer, 

➢ check the ‘Ancient and Long Established Woodland’ layer (the 1st layer), 

➢ scroll further down the contents of the ‘Environment, Conservation and Heritage’ layer, 

➢ check the ‘National Survey of Native Woodlands’ layer. 

➢ Clicking on the i icon will return information in relation to the woodland layer attributes.  

➢ By selecting a woodland with the mouse cursor, a pop-up displays some attributes of the survey 
results for that woodland.  

 

Full details related to the ‘Ancient and Long Established Woodlands’ layer can be found at:  

https://libguides.ucd.ie/findingmaps/mapscalesandsymbols
https://libguides.ucd.ie/findingmaps/mapscalesandsymbols
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/publications/ManagementGuidelinesIrelandNativeWoodlands270917.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/publications/ManagementGuidelinesIrelandNativeWoodlands270917.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/publications/ManagementGuidelinesIrelandNativeWoodlands270917.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/publications/ManagementGuidelinesIrelandNativeWoodlands270917.pdf
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https://www.npws.ie/content/publications/provisional-inventory-ancient-and-long-established-woodland-
ireland  

Note that the woodland layers on OS Geohive map viewer are spatial data derived from survey work carried 
out in respect of the ancient woodland inventory. However these data do not represent all ancient, long 
established or native woodland in the country. 

 

 

OSI Geohive map viewer, centred on the River Inny outflowing from Lough Iron. Aerial Premium imagery 
showing (i.e. most up to date imagery). 

 

 

OSI Geohive map viewer, centred on the River Inny outflowing from Lough Iron. Aerial 1995 imagery showing. 
Note the much lower level of forest cover when compared with recent orthophotograph (Aerial Premium 

layer). 

 

https://www.npws.ie/content/publications/provisional-inventory-ancient-and-long-established-woodland-ireland
https://www.npws.ie/content/publications/provisional-inventory-ancient-and-long-established-woodland-ireland
https://www.npws.ie/content/publications/provisional-inventory-ancient-and-long-established-woodland-ireland
https://www.npws.ie/content/publications/provisional-inventory-ancient-and-long-established-woodland-ireland
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OSI Geohive map viewer, centred on the River Inny outflowing from Lough Iron. Historic map 6-inch colour 
layer showing. Note that the river has islands and is not canalised. The lough seems larger and there is less 
forestry and more bogs. Long Established Woodland (LEW) is present in some places from comparison with 

recent maps. 

 

 

OSI Geohive map viewer, centred on the River Inny outflowing from Lough Iron. Survey forests from the 
National Survey of Native Woodlands are found in this area. Ancient and long established woodland survey 

areas overlap some native woodland at Joanstown Wood. 
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OSI Geohive map viewer, centred on the River Inny outflowing from Lough Iron. Survey forests from the 
National Survey of Native Woodlands are found in this area. 

 

There are various reports associated with the native woodland surveys found in the NPWS website 
publications pages which include site based breakdowns of the survey information gathered i.e.: 

Unpublished Report National Survey of Native Woodlands 2003-2008. Volume I: Main Report 

Unpublished Report National Survey of Native Woodlands 2003-2008. Volume II: Woodland Classification 

Unpublished Report National Survey of Native Woodlands 2003-2008. Volume 3a: Site Reports 1-507 

Unpublished Report National Survey of Native Woodlands 2003-2008. Volume 3b: Site Reports 508-984 

Unpublished Report National Survey of Native Woodlands 2003-2008. Volume 3c: Site Reports 987-1486 

Unpublished Report National Survey of Native Woodlands 2003-2008. Volume 3d: Site Reports 1488-2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/Perrin_et_al_2008_NSNW_V1.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/Perrin_et_al_2008_NSNW_V1.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/Perrin_et_al_2008_NSNW_V2.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/Perrin_et_al_2008_NSNW_V2.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/Perrin_et_al_2008_NSNW_V3a.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/Perrin_et_al_2008_NSNW_V3a.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/Perrin_et_al_2008_NSNW_V3b.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/Perrin_et_al_2008_NSNW_V3b.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/Perrin_et_al_2008_NSNW_V3c.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/Perrin_et_al_2008_NSNW_V3c.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/Perrin_et_al_2008_NSNW_V3d.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/Perrin_et_al_2008_NSNW_V3d.pdf
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Appendix E: Navigating third party websites  

 

This appendix sets out steps for querying key websites during the assessment of whether or not the 
possibility of a significant effect on a Natura site arises due to in-combination impacts (see main 
body of this SOP). Included are instructions for the websites listed below, as well as instructions to 
all these websites to your eZone ‘Favourite’ bar, for ease of future access.  

 

Adding a website to your favourites bar 

To do this  

1. Open the website or webpage you want to add to your favourites. 

2. Click on the Star icon beside the search box in your internet Explorer Web Browser (fig1) 

3. Click on the Add to Favourites button (fig 1) 

4. A popup box will display called Add a Favourite (fig2) 

5. In the popup box you can name the webpage as something shorter if you wish (fig2) 

6. You may like to add the new favourite website to your ‘favourites bar’ folder by selecting it 
in the ‘Create in’ drop down box (Fig. 2) 

7. The favourites bar is a tool bar that can be displayed below the browsing tabs of your web 
browser and it is a handy place to select links to your favourite websites 

8. To display your favourites bar beneath the tabs of your browser right click on the grey area 
of the title bar and tick the favourites bar. It will then display (Fig. 3 and Fig. 4). 
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Figure 2 

 

 

 

Figure 3 
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Figure 4 

 

 

Figure 5 
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www.myplan.ie 

 

MyPlan uses a generalised, homogenised version of local authority data and does not provide a 
legal definition of the current actuality regarding local authority zonings or the geographic extent. 
Original data should be sourced from the relevant LA. 

Myplan.ie is a web map portal providing spatial information relevant to the planning process in 
Ireland. This site is an initiative of the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government in conjunction with Irish Local Authorities. 

Among other things, the site has a ‘National Planning Application Map’ Viewer and a ‘Forward 
Planning Map Viewer’. The former consolidates all Local Authority planning applications from 2010 
onwards. The latter has current and expired County and Local Area Plans and related zonings going 
back to the mid-2000s. 

It is advisable to have this application as part of your web browser favourites bar or list.  

 

Step 1 Beginning 

The home page looks like Figure 1. Click on the national Planning Application Map Viewer (circled 
red) 

 

 

Figure 6 Homepage 

 

 

 

 

http://www.myplan.ie/
http://www.myplan.ie/
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Step 2 Terms of use 

Check the checkbox that you agree with the terms and conditions of use and click ok. (Figure 2) 

 

 

Figure 7 Terms of use 

 

Step 3 Understanding the frontpage of the web-based GIS 

You will be brought to the web-based GIS of planning applications. The legend will be displayed by 
default as a pop up. The icons on the bottom of the page allow you to  

➢ display the legend,  

➢ filter by date,  

➢ choose layers to display  

➢ print and  

➢ get general information on what tools the site offers (under i) 
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Figure 8 Homepage of web based GIS 

 

Understanding the Frontpage of the Web based GIS (See Figure 4). 

➢ The icons at the top left of the page allow you to  

➢ Zoom in (+) or out (-) 

➢ Zoom to home (full island scale) 

➢ Zoom to current location (based on where your pc or phone is) 

➢ A textbox at the top allows you to zoom to a town or Eircode (if you have it).  

➢ The eye icon at the top right shows you a map overview. 
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Figure 9 Homepage of web-based GIS 

 

Step 4 Navigating to the location of interest (CN or felling application) 

When you enter a town nearest to your forest of interest the result may zoom to or display a 
couple of planning applications. You can close whatever application it displays by hitting the X 
button. At this stage all you want to do is find your forest of interest or European site of interest. To 
pan the map left or right or up or down you can  

➢ place the pointer on the map  

➢ click and hold the right mouse key while moving the mouse.  

This will move the map to your location of interest. 
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Figure 10 Navigating to an area of interest 

 

Step 5 Getting details of a planning application (see Figure 6) 

You will see on the digital map point markers as coloured dots and boundary outlines of planning 
permissions. To get a clearer picture of what you are looking at you can click the legend or layers 
icon at the bottom of the page. The status of planning permissions is colour coded. 
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Figure 11 Applications marked on the web page as dots and plot boundaries. 
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Step 5 Condt. (see Figure 7) 

If you click on a point marker you get the summary details of the planning application in a pop up 
window. This pop up window has a description of the development and more info link. 

 

 

Figure 12 By clicking a dot you get a pop-up window with summary details of the application and a 
link to the local authority’s web portal where more documents can be found. 

 

The ‘more info’ link, if clicked on will open a new web browser tab on the Local Authorities own 
planning web portal and you may wish to view the documents related to the application. 

 

Step 5 contd. (see Figure 8-9) 

Each County Council online planning portal maybe different. But after clicking the ‘more info’ link 
you should be brought to the same application ref number in the local authorities planning portal. 
There should be options to see the decision details, which will include the decision letter with 
conditions.  
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Figure 13 Westmeath Planning Authority planning portal application 166182. This was opened as a 
new tab when the ‘more info’ link was clicked in the popup of the point marker for application 

166182 in the MyPlan.ie web portal. 

 

 

Figure 14 The Decision Details are available for application 166182. 
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An Bord Pleanála www.pleanala.ie/index.htm 

 

An Bord Pleanála is responsible for the determination of appeals and certain other matters under 
the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, and associated legislation, and 
determination of applications for strategic infrastructure development (SID) including major road 
and railway cases, as well as strategic housing development (SHD).  

It is also responsible for dealing with proposals for the compulsory acquisition of land by local 
authorities and others under various enactments. The Board also has functions to determine 
appeals under the Local Government (Water Pollution) Acts and the Building Control Acts. An Bord 
Pleanála is the Competent Authority for Project of Common Interest under European Regulation 
No. 347/2013, which deals with trans-European energy infrastructure.  

The full list of the categories of cases which ABP may be required to consider and determine can be 
accessed here: http://www.pleanala.ie/about/function.htm 

Searches for appeal and other cases currently before ABP can be undertake here: 

http://www.pleanala.ie/index.htm 

It is advisable to have this application as part of your web browser favourites bar or list. 

 

Step 1 Beginning 

The home page looks like Figure 1. To Begin Click on the Search button at the top right or bottom 
left of the screen (circled red in Figure 1). Don’t enter any search terms just yet. 

 

 

Figure 15 Homepage 

 

http://www.pleanala.ie/index.htm
http://www.pleanala.ie/index.htm
http://www.pleanala.ie/about/function.htm
http://www.pleanala.ie/about/function.htm
http://www.pleanala.ie/index.htm
http://www.pleanala.ie/index.htm
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Step2  

After clicking the search button, you are brought to a search page (Figure 2).  

Check the checkbox to include reports orders and directions in your query (circled red in Figure 2). 

Type a townland or town in the textbox to search for appeals relating to a townland of interest. 

You can choose an advanced search if you like (red arrow in Figure 2). 

You can find out more info on searching options on the link to the right of the page. 

The results may show many cases each with a unique assigned case number where the Bord has 
made or is in the process of making a decision. 

‘Smaller cases’ relating to one off developments for example may originate from the local authority 
and will also have a planning reference for that authority. These smaller cases arrive in the search 
often because they are subject to appeal. 

Larger developments such as strategic housing developments go straight to An Bord Pleanála and 
there will be no local authority reference number.  

If you have a case number, you can use it for the search. 

 

 

Figure 16 Search page 

 

Step 3 Understanding the search results 

If you click on one of the Search results that are highlighted blue you may typically be brought to a 
case specific page and see three documents at the end of the page (Figure 3).  

The Inspectors report relates a report by An Bord Pleanála’s own Inspector who either reviewed 
the facts of an appeal or assessed an application for strategic infrastructure. The inspectors report 
has standard headings with a concluding statement which is a recommendation to the Bord. 

The Order: Is the Decision of the Bord after considering the inspectors report. It may also be the 
Decision of the Bord after a High Court review. 

The Direction: Is the formal instructions of the Bord sent to the planning authority to follow. 
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Figure 17 The Case Page generated after clicking a ling of the search results. Three important 
documents at the end of the page. 

 

Step 4 Double-checking searches 

Should you want to be thorough about a case to double check if it went to high courts or is 
resubmitted under a new case number you could copy the title of the one case you have identified 
from the townland search and paste it into the search function. It seems An Bord Pleanála use title 
to track multiple applications by the same developer on the same land footprint.  

Figure 4 shows the results for the title ‘Lands east of St. Paul's College, Sybil Hill Road, Raheny, 
Dublin 5.’, which brought up  

It provided three Case Numbers 

➢ 300225 housing development strategic infrastructure approved 

➢ 300559 same development refused after high court decision 

➢ 304524 re submitted development 
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Figure 18 Searching by title gives a more concise result. 

 

 

 

Step 5 Application documents 

Should you wish to review the original application documents associated with a planning 
application then for smaller applications the local authority website will host the documents such 
as AA screening and NIS and AA reports and it is best to search there. 

Should you wish to review the original application documents associated with a planning 
application for larger applications such as strategic infrastructure then the developer may host 
these documents on a website specific to the proposed development. 

You may find a list of active developments websites by following the links on the An Bord Pleanála 
website as follows: 

➢ Housing>>Applications>>View Current Applications OR  

➢ Infrastructure>> Selected SIDs/LAPs Applications (with last date for submissions)  
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DHPLG EIA Portal  

www.housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d
48f104ecbb206e7e5f84b71f1 

 

The EIA Portal is a central point for notification to the public on all applications for development 
consent that are subject to an EIA, including development, works or activities, made across the 
country and under the various legislative codes. The information on the EIA Portal is limited for the 
purposes of providing initial and early notification of proposed projects requiring EIA across the 
country. The detailed information on the application, including documents (e.g. maps, reports etc.), 
the public participation process and the progress to the decision stage, and any appeal, will be 
found on the website of the competent authority. 

EIAs for significant projects such as windfarms interconnectors bypasses also contain valuable info 
on where protected species occur outside protected sites e.g. ex-situ whooper swan foraging. 

 

It is advisable to have this application as part of your web browser favourites bar or list.  

 

Step 1 Beginning 

The home page looks like Figure 1. Check the checkbox that you understand the purpose the scope 
of the portal and that the primary source is the relevant competent authority and click ok (circled 
red) 

 

 

Figure 19 Homepage 

http://www.housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb206e7e5f84b71f1
http://www.housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb206e7e5f84b71f1
http://www.housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb206e7e5f84b71f1
http://www.housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb206e7e5f84b71f1
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Step2 Understanding the Map tools 

The full extent of Ireland will be displayed as a web-based GIS. The most useful icons are at the top 
left, which allow the user to zoom in (+) or out (-) to zoom out to full extent (home icon) and zoom 
to your current pc or phones location (target icon) (Figure 2) 

The icons on the top right are also useful. They allow you to click on and off base map layers (icon 
with four squares), click on or off the legend (icon with list symbols) and print (printer icon) 

 

 

Figure 20 The Web GIS full extent 

 

Step 3 Navigating to an area 

You can navigate to a forest or area of interest in the normal way by zooming in or out and panning 
to the location of interest.  

 

Step 4 Getting information 

After you navigate to your area of interest, you can see colour coded diamond place markers. By 
clicking the legend icon (icon with list symbols top right) you can see what competent authority it is 
with. In figure 3 you will see an area north of Derravarragh with three applications with the EPA and 
one with An Bord Pleanála. 
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Figure 21 Area north of Lough Derravarragh with four applications, three with EPA and one with An 
Bord Pleanála. 

 

Step 4 Getting useful information. 

If you click on a diamond place marker you get a popup box with more details on what the 
development is. You can scroll down this pop-up dialog box and click on the 2 x ‘more info’ links to: 

➢ open a separate webpage of the application case in the relevant competent authority’s web 
portal or appeal case, OR 

➢ to a separate webpage which leads you to the application documents including AA related 
documents if present. 

 

 

Figure 22 Clicking on diamond-shaped place marker gives more detail. Clicking on the more info 
links opens a webpage to Competent Authority or to The Documents relating to the application. 
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EPA AA Mapping Tool https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/AAGeoTool 

 

This website contains a significant amount of information, including EPA licensed facilities, water 
quality, drinking water streams, salmonid streams etc. This website essentially removes the need 
for going to Catchments.ie, GSI and the EPA licensing website. 

Users can run a query for Natura sites within a distance, and can also run that query for upstream 
and downstream as the flow directions are built in. Alternatively, on iFORIS, users can also turn on 
the flow direction information using the WMS tab (saves scrolling through 6’ maps on iFORIS). 

 

To start, click the tools symbol, shown below. You can scroll to where the application area is located 
before or after doing this step. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tools 

https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/AAGeoTool
https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/AAGeoTool
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Then click ‘Appropriate Assessment Tool’, which opens a new box.  

 

 

From there, click ‘Select Start Location’ and drop a pin on the location you want to run the 
measurement from. 

 

AA Tool 
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Then click ‘Add New Target’ and click ‘Select Target’, which opens a dropdown with SAC and SPA. 
Click SAC and then ‘Select Direction’ and from that dropdown select ‘Within a distance’ and put 
15000 metres in the ‘Target Distance’ box. Click ‘Add New Target’ and then ‘Get Results’. This will 
show you all the SACs within 15km of the target you dropped on the map, displayed on the left-
hand side of the screen (see next two images): 
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To show the SPAs too, click ‘Add New Target’ again, and repeat the process: 
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You can click the arrows at the bottom of the Natura site box on the left which will give you the 
distance to the site, and some additional detail on the SAC or SPA. The sites shown can also be 
exported into a text box, which has a handy synopsis and links to the NPWS page, by clicking 
‘EXPORT’. If you click ‘PDF Report’ it will open a new tab and bring you directly to the NPWS 
conservation objectives report (see next image). 
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This EPA mapping tool also has all the EPA licensed emissions (IED, Waste, IPC etc.), designated 
sites, water quality information, and helpfully, the flow direction arrows for the waterbodies, which 
can be accessed using the dropdowns at the top of the page.  

 

Other features 

In addition to what is set out above, the website has several tabs across the top. This includes 
licensed facilities, designated sites (which also has a layer you can turn on for FPM catchments), 
water quality status, and flow directions. 
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Furthermore, there is a massive amount of information on the WMS layers tab on the left of the 
screen (see image below): 

 

 

 

That layer has all sorts of relevant information, including the Q values from 1978 to present, so you 
can see trends, groundwater vulnerability, groundwater phosphate concentrations, phosphate and 
nitrate susceptibility, first order Margaritifera streams, nutrient sensitive areas (which is a question 
in the certification), sewage treatment with person equivalent (<> 500pe), drinking water rivers and 
lakes, flow arrows, N.I. SAC and SPA, WFD Areas for Action etc. Everything you need relating to 
water and groundwater is here in this one place – on that left hand tab, essentially removing the 
need for the GSI, Catchments.ie and EPA licensing websites. 
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