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7th February, 2020 
 
Circular 02/2020 
 
To all Registered Foresters and Forestry Companies 
 
  
Re: Appropriate Assessment Procedures 
 
Using the new Appropriate Assessment Report process the Department has now issued the first 
licences for afforestation and felling projects screened in for AA.  This, together with recent FAC 
decisions upholding the Department’s original decision, brings a greater degree of clarity and 
certainty regarding how both the backlog and future applications can be processed. 
 
The Department issued felling licences covering approximately 1,170ha in the month of January and 
it is our aim to double this output in the month of February.  This combined with existing licences in 
circulation and continued positive decisions from the FAC will help to ensure additional supply for 
the harvesting and sawmilling sectors.  270 hectares of afforestation was approved in January. 
 
Many Registered Foresters and Forestry Companies have sought information in relation to how 
individual applications are screened in or screened out, and in this regard, I attach the Standard 
Operating Procedures currently being applied by District Inspectors, together with supporting tables 
for Bird Foraging, Habitats and Species.  
These documents are for information but may be useful for you, by indicating whether an 
application within a given area is likely to be screened in or out for Appropriate Assessment.  For 
example,  

➢ a thinning or clearfell site that is not hydrologically connected to an aquatic SAC is generally 
screened out for that SAC; 

➢ an afforestation site that is lying outside the foraging distance of the Special Conservation 
Interest (SCI) bird species listed for a particular SPA, is generally screened out for that SPA 

➢ an afforestation site inside the foraging distance of one or more of the SCI bird species listed 
for a particular SPA, but which does not contain suitable foraging habitat, is generally 
screened out for that SPA.  

Better quality biodiversity maps that include a habitat assessment will provide a greater level of 
baseline information that may enable the Department to screen out applications or aid in the 
Appropriate Assessment of screened in applications. 
 
In relation to sites that are screened in for Appropriate Assessment, we are currently working to 
process these with the help of outside ecologists. However, such files take more time.  A Natura 
Impact Statement template has been developed, and we propose to engage with foresters and their 
ecologists on its use and will hold a specific training day for ecologists shortly.  Note that, in 
situations where a NIS is submitted according to the template, the associated file will be prioritised 
by our Ecology Unit.       
  
  
Ann Cunningham 
Assistant Principal  
Forest Establishment 
 


