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Circular 06/2015        9th April 2015 
 
 
To: GLAS Advisors 
 
 
Re: Information Note on GLAS and the Afforestation Scheme  

 
Background 

1) Unlike previous agri – environment schemes such as REPS and AEOS, farmers cannot convert 
GLAS land parcels into forestry without claw back of payments already made. Despite this 
rule change there are flexibilities built into GLAS which still make it possible for farmers to 
take part in GLAS while also planting trees under the Department’s afforestation scheme.  
This is made possible due to the non-whole farm approach adopted by GLAS which allows 
for land parcels not associated with GLAS to be considered by the landowner for the 
afforestation scheme.  

 
2) The Departments afforestation scheme offers farmers 100% grants to establish new forests 

and 15 annual premiums of up to €635/hectare. The scheme is complementary to GLAS as it 
enhances the environmental sustainability of the farm by contributing to carbon 
sequestration, water quality and biodiversity.  In this context the Department would like to 
highlight the importance to GLAS Advisors of structuring plans at the initial planning stage to 
avoid closing off the option of the afforestation scheme if land owners decide to plant during 
the 5 year GLAS term.  

 
Taking account of Forestry in the GLAS Plan 

3) Where land owners are considering forestry GLAS Advisors should design the plan in such a 
way that allows the afforestation option to remain open to the farmer during the GLAS 
contract period. This can be achieved as follows; 

 
i. Group GLAS actions in targeted LPIS parcels, thereby maximising the number of 

remaining parcels which can be considered for other land use options e.g the 
afforestation scheme.  

ii. Split existing LPIS parcels where appropriate to create new LPIS parcels which will 
have no GLAS commitments associated with them.  These new LPIS parcels are 
available for planting under the afforestation scheme if the land owner chooses this 
option in the future. Advisors should note that the decision to split LPIS  parcels 
needs to take place at the planning stage. 

 
4) In instances where land owners opt for actions under GLAS, afforestation cannot take place 

in GLAS commonages, Natura 2000 sites (SPAs, SACs), Farm Bird areas as digitised by NPWS 
or in High Status water parcels;  
 

General Points 
5) Where GLAS participants decide to afforest parcels which have GLAS   actions associated 

with them the following rules apply; 
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i. When a single GLAS parcel is planted with forestry the claw back amount is in 
relation to the  actions associated with that GLAS parcel and not the other GLAS 
parcels making up the GLAS application that weren’t planted;   

ii. If the GLAS farm changes ownership and GLAS parcels are subsequently planted by 
the new owner, there will be no claw back of GLAS payments made to the previous 
owner. 

 
6) This circular also includes a map illustrating how a farmer can use his/her land to take part in 

GLAS while also taking part in the afforestation scheme. 
 

7) Any queries in relation to this circular can be emailed to forestryprogram2014-
2020@agriculture.gov.ie. 
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