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INTRODUCTION

These revised Planning Guidelines for National Schools replace the National
Schools Planning Data last published in 1985.

The Guidelines reflect many of the recent changes in the educational system in
Ireland, changes that have placed greater demands on schools for additional
space to provide for a growing range of teaching and support services.
Increased sizes of General Purpose Rooms, extra floor area provision for
Classroom Storage, Administration, etc. are addressed for the first time. Space
provision for Special Tuition, Home School Liaison, Resource Tea
Speech & Language, etc., are all dealt with in this document. Guidance\
provided in relation to facilities for Information Technology. Q‘

These guidelines will apply to schools where a de0|3|%‘n commence
architectural planning has been confirmed in writing by t ing & Building
Unit. They are not cast in stone; they are intended as g@ to assist in the
planning of a proper response to the educational of the particular
school. %‘

Where it is proposed to construct a new sc%@ ese guidelines should be
applied in full. In the case of existing school D{ildings where it is proposed to
extend, convert, or renovate them, a fl Ie pragmatic approach will be
required. It may not be possible in a Q,*éses to provide the full range of
accommodation or floor area approg&é& to the size of school, for example
where sufficient development spa not available on the site. Where the
relocation of a school to a new t@%ﬁg on a greenfield site is proposed, it will
only be considered as a last r@ort by the Department after all options have
been fully considered and ag&lsed in detail.

In applying these g e“ﬁes to projects, Clients and Design Teams will be
obliged to compl;ﬁ(with the Design Team Procedures and other guidance
issued by the Depgliment.
’

In all inst r@ the Department of Education & Science shall have the final

plication of these Guidelines to projects where grant-aid is to be
. In all cases the schedule of accommodation will be issued to the
uthority, for their written acceptance. Detailed architectural planning
l[d not commence until such time as the Department has agreed in writing
thé educational, architectural, building services engineering and economic
parameters of the project.

Finally, these guidelines will apply to national schools from one to sixteen
Classrooms inclusive. For schools of seventeen Classrooms and over the
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Planning & Building Unit will determine the brief on a project specific basis. The
Guidelines will be modified and updated on an ongoing basis, as needs
change. Similar guidelines are currently being developed for special schools.

For further advice on these or any other matter, please contact:

The Planning & Building Unit
Department of Education & Science
Portlaoise Road,

Tullamore,

Co. Offaly. %\Oé
Q~

Telephone: 0506 21363 &
Fax.: 0506 51119 N
Web: hhtp://lwww.irlgov.ie/educ &

&
V?\
X

O
O
&
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DESIGN PHILOSOPHY

GUIDANCE NOTES

A1

A2

A3

A4

A5

AR

Although each individual school design will vary due to the specific site,
the educational brief and the ethos of the school, the Design Team’s
primary aim must be to provide the quality and character of environment
appropriate to the educational aims of the school. The school should be a
suitable space for intellectual, creative, physical and social activity. The
school should be lively and welcoming, a place that the pupils will

their own with an atmosphere and sense of scale that is not over-p

or impersonal.

The planning of the school should be seen not merely a %fouping of
rooms listed in the schedule of accommodation but a complex of
spaces permitting the optimum degree of variety in u@ e need is for a
building that can accommodate that variety of acti a school that will
stimulate experiment will support and encourage n@r st in the pupils.

The design of the school should allow fi re change and the possible
addition of further accommodation. Theggossibility of expansion should be
considered when determining the o satlon and layout of the school so
that it can still operate effectively (@ school grows in size.

It is important that the school be flexible 0@%{)%@ of future expansion.

The proposed new school @hld create an effective filter between its
occupants and the externg, vironment and should be designed to a high
standard of physical p mance combined with economy and efficiency

of means. $
The different tions of the Design Team should be integrated,
combining #ectural Planning and Design, Structure, Building Services

Engineering and Cost Efficiency to create a well designed cost effective,
durab@)w maintenance building. It should be possible to repair or
mponents of the building such as fittings, finishes and services

repla 0 ildi itti
[ inimum disruption and cost when necessary.

0 achieve this it is essential that all disciplines within the Design Team
work together from the beginning of the project and that the design is
collaboration by all the Design Team members. All participants in the
design must contribute towards a common and comprehensive view of
long and short-term needs of the school. All must agree at the inception of
the project to the integration of the design factors for which they would
normally be individually and separately responsible. This procedure should
lead to a planned distribution of elemental costs within the overall cost

target.
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THE BUILDING ENVIRONMENT

GUIDANCE NOTES

B.1 All teaching spaces and habitable rooms should have natural daylight as
the primary source of light, and have natural ventilation. Artificial lighting
shall be used to supplement the available daylight and be controllable.

B.2 The geometry and distribution of glazed areas should be carefully
designed to provide a high level of natural light while avoiding gla Il
teaching areas and habitable rooms should have a view of the ide

environment. Q‘%

B.3 Thermal insulation standards should not only meet or exce&we current
Building Regulation standards, but should also be sidered in the
context of the balance of heat loss and gain so 0 minimise the
running costs of the school.

environment should be employed wher ssible. The form of the
building should be developed to take unt of the need to minimise
energy consumption with particular eg@hasis on maximising the use of
natural ventilation and daylighting, an~minimising heat losses.

B.4 The use of passive energy measures to @ a comfortable internal

permanent ventilation and wiQeows with opening sections. In determining
the way in which a roo@,¥s ventilated the Design Team should also
consider acoustic fact&\ maintenance factors and running costs.

N
B.5 Ventilation where possible @ be natural ventilation by means of

permanent n vent to the exterior, either directly or ducted should be
provided in% dition to any openable window. Toilets should be
mechan';al*y ventilated if adequate ventilation cannot be achieved by

B.6 Toilets shoul@\%ntilated by natural permanent ventilation means. A

natur. ans.

B.7 N@e producing and noise sensitive spaces should be located, designed

Ca)] detailed so as to minimise noise interference between them.

Q‘Notwithstanding the above comments, and bearing in mind that a school

?\ should be designed in a flexible manner to permit future change, a

minimum noise reduction of 43 dB is required between teaching spaces,

and between teaching spaces and other noise generating areas. A 225

wide solid block wall between such spaces provides adequate sound
deadening.

B.8 Acoustic privacy & security is needed in areas such as interview rooms
where matters of a confidential nature may be discussed.

Materials should be selected and
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designed to ensure that the building and
B.9 Materials should be selected and designed to ensure that the building and
all components of the building are durable and low maintenance.

B.10 Central Plant areas should be located so as to provide for economic
distribution of services. Boiler plant room and switchrooms should not be
located at the outer extremities of the building or as an annex.
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PHYSICAL DESIGN PARAMETERS

PHYSICAL DESIGN PARAMETERS

GUIDANCE NOTES

The width to length ratio for teaching spaces should permit comfortable
usage and permit flexible use of the space.

C.1 The width to length ratio for teaching spaces should permit comfortable
usage and permit flexible use of the space.

C.2 Corridor should be a minimum of 1800mm clear in width. The 18@
clear width applies from the face of any storage/lockers et%\ the

corridors. Q‘

C.3 Social areas and circulation areas of increased w'd-t\&hould be
considered to allow congregation of pupils without éing circulation

bottlenecks.
<&

C.4 Ceiling heights should be considered in the contgxXof the size and function
of the space and should take into account th%h sical environment within
that space. A minimum finished floor to ce'@ eight of 3.150m should be
provided in all Classrooms, corridors, an¥administrative areas. In larger
rooms such as assembly areas the hg@ht should be in proportion to the

size and take into account the fy and any specialist requirements
such as ventilation (8\'\

C.5 The Planning & Building L@)will issue an accommodation brief to the

school for their acceptgr@e. It will contain an overall area limit to be

measured from the in | face of the external walls. The overall area limit
includes the area f internal walls, partitions, etc.

<
&

’

O
O
&
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ACCESS FOR ALL

GUIDANCE NOTES

D.1

D.2

D.3

D.4

D.5

All new school buildings and new extensions should be designed so as to
provide equal access for all. Persons with varying ranges of ability should
not be disadvantaged by design limitations. Full access for the vari@s
ranges of ability should be provided in all new building works. \()

As part of the design process the Design Team should examy %xisting
buildings for accessibility where it is proposed to exten &vert, or
renovate them to make proposals for improvements whgre™ecessary to
the Department at the initial design stages. %

Where design proposals involve buildings of tvsé&)r more storeys and
providing that: \/

The floor area is below the recomr@d floor area requiring the
provision of a lift set down in the Techyilsal Guidance Document to Part
M of the Building Regulations, and Q§

The same range of accommo%hon for all building users is available at
ground floor level, 0()

a lift will not normally b%, ired.

Where a lift and suji@Ple fire escape refuges are to be provided and funded
by the Depart , the Design Team shall consult with the Planning &
Building Uni rding specific advice on lift types etc.

ile Guidelines on accessibility are available from a wide variety
. The National Rehabilitation Board publishes and advises on an
Mg basis on matters of accessibility and good design. Best practice
ielines on accessibility by all should be applied by designers and
ilding managers to all building projects.

Best pr:

D.6 Where small changes of level within the building are unavoidable ramps in

D.7

accordance with the Building Regulations Guidance Documents and the
National Rehabilitation Board guidelines may be permitted.

The matter of suitable sanitary facilities is dealt with in Section 8 of this
document.
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EXTERNAL CIRCULATION & THE
SCHOOL ENTRANCE

GUIDANCE NOTES

E.1

E.2

E.3

E.4

E.5

E.6

The entrance to the site should be prominent and easy to find. %
The name of the school shall be clearly displayed in a promine tion
externally and close to the main entrance. It should be inc in the
project cost. A

Provision should be made for access for all from the ca king area. This
access should be an integral part of the design an uld not require a
person with a reduced level of ability to take a s te route from those
with normal ability to gain entrance to the main&ﬁor entrance, the staff
entrance or the pupil entrance. OQ~

Where a suitable drop-off point for p % from buses and cars is not
available within a reasonable distangeNprovision for a lay-by to facilitate
buses and/or cars should be maged This lay-by should not be located
within the schools grounds arrangements should be made if
necessary to cede the appro land to the Local Authority. Provision of
turning circles and drop-of‘f@@ ts on-site should be avoided.

The school building d be located near to the main site entrance and
clearly visible from entrance. The main/visitors entrance to the School
should be cle isible for pedestrians entering the site and should be
both visible %pccessible from the car-parking area.

Roads ’vehicular access on-site should be kept to a minimum while
ensu ease of parking and access to the main school entrance doors.
it is unavoidable there should be a clear physical distinction

W.
Q een pedestrian paths and vehicular traffic on site at all times to ensure

equate safety.

E? Car parking should be provided in the ratio of one space per permanent

E.8

approved teacher. At least one car-parking space should be reserved for
wheelchair users in addition to the one space per teacher, and the number
of reserved wheel-chair accessible spaces should be in accordance with
the Building Regulations and the current National Rehabilitation Board
guidelines.

Car parking should be designed to utilise as far as possible existing site
access roads or in a new school the access road to the main entrance.
Car-parking spaces should be designed in a cost-effective manner.
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E.9

E.10

E.11

E.12

E.13

E.14

E.15
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Car parking should be located adjacent to the Staff and Visitor entrances
to the School. If a separate staff entrance is provided, the location of this

access should be convenient to the car park. Separate car parks for staff
and visitors are not recommended.

The external yard and the boiler-house should be located so as to
minimise external vehicular circulation.

Provision of parking for bicycles, if deemed appropriate should be easily
and safely accessible from the student entrance to the site and such
bicycle parking should be adjacent to the main student entrance. The cost
of bicycle parking, if provided, is part of the External Works AIIowanc&D

If a draught lobby is to be provided at the main or other entr to the
building, heating should not be provided in the lobby a@finishes
should reflect its function. &
Radiators within the entrance hall areas should n&%ocated adjacent
to external doors.
¥

At the entrance point used by staff to op d close the building, an
external light with delayed switch-off sh be provided in the interests
of safety.

’ @
Consideration should be glven mstallation of site lighting for the

school. The design level shou flect the school’s location and use of
the building outside of nor hool hours.
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THE CLASSROOM & CLASS STORAGE

1.00 AREA LIMITS
CLASSROOM

1.01 The area of each Classroom shall be 76m? minimum, madg\yp
of 70m? for teaching and wet play area and 6m? for let
cubicles.

1.02 For one & two Classroom schools, one CIass%7 QT'shall be
increased to 91m? inclusive of 6m? toilet cubiclg5 ich shall act

as a combined Classroom/General Purpose

STORAGE ?’S

1.03 A floor area of 7.5m? per Class shall be designated as
Storage. In existing school build without Classroom Storage,
and where there is no suitap djacent spaces which can be
designated as Storage, addiNOnal Storage may be allocated

7.5m?2 per Classroom or 35m? total

subject to a maximum af
area, whichever is the er.

6\\’

GUIDANCE NOTES Q

1.04 Each Classroom s@ave a wet play area. The area should be used for
hanging coats, and water play, painting, etc. A lockable undersink
press is re U&A suitable non-slip easy clean floor finish should be
used. In de%'gh ng the Classroom the function and class group which will
use the QoMm should be taken into account in conjunction with the school
auth

1.05 @§Classroom Store should be fitted out with floor to ceiling shelving

a provision for height adjustment between shelves. The layout

?\ should permit the storage of a mobile trolley after class. A secure door

and frame should be provided, with adequate natural ventilation and heat

if required and only in line with provisions identified in Section 9 on

Storage. The manner in which this Storage is allocated either in the form

of individual Classroom stores or a dedicated Storage Area is to be
agreed with the Planning Unit before architectural planning commences.

1.06 In designing the Classroom, due consideration should be given to the
room furniture layout so that a number of flexible layout options are
available for consideration and discussion with the School Management.

1.07 The height and design of fixed furniture in the wet play area should take
the age range of the child into account.
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1.08

1.09

1.10

1.1

1.12

1.13

1.14

1.15
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The orientation of Classrooms and their location relative to the
development of the external environment must be considered by the
Design Team in the planning of the building.

A floor to ceiling height of 3.150m is desirable, taking into account an
even distribution of natural light and natural ventilation across the whole
floor area of the room.

Windows should be double glazed, easy to clean and maintain, and have
permanent ventilation louvres in addition to high and low level opening

sashes. Vents should contain baffles for noise, wind and rain. Perm t
vents and opening sashes should exceed the current guidelines out
in the Technical Guidance Documents to the Building Regul , and
should be designed to suit the class environment having rd to the

high levels of humidity generally in Classrooms.

A

The position and size of opening window sashes@st take ease of
operation into account and maintain an adequa@ vel of safety, i.e.
avoid sashes opening dangerously over adja% aths at ground floor
level; use restrictors where necessary, etc. Q‘

Doors should be easy to open and cIoQQare should be taken in the

design of the door; frame, and openi echanism to eliminate injury to
fingers etc, and adequate vision els for small children should be
considered. \\

Natural daylighting shoul e epr0|ted when designing rooms to
minimise the dependence@ artificial lighting. Glare must be avoided.

The positions of ¢
should be det
mounted serg

boards; white and green boards, and pinboards
ed at design stage and the location of surface
should not conflict with the position of these boards.

Conduitayays for future computer networking should be provided on the
basis e point adjacent to each electrical twin socket. These outlets
sh ot be grouped.

1.1 (Ench Classroom shall be provided with a public address talkback unit in

1.17

1.18

1.19

chools with 12 or more approved teaching spaces.

Radiators shall be provided to ensure an even distribution of heating
throughout the Classroom.

Each Classroom shall be provided with four twin sockets individually
located for safe connection.

Lighting provision within each room shall be functional with switching
provision allowing for separate control of perimeter lighting, wet areas
and toilet en-suites. Recessed & suspended light fittings should be
avoided.
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1.21

1.22
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A fire defence provision shall be provided in the form of a hand held
extinguisher of a size and type suitable for use within the space. If
required a fire blanket should also be provided.

Mains drinking water should be provided at the Classroom sink. It should
be clearly labelled as drinking water. Cold water from the central storage
tank and hot water, preferably from a central source, should be provided
to all wash hand basins. Suitable anti-scald measures should be fitted to
all hot water supplies.

outlet boxes should be complete with cover plates including jack ts.

A conduit system for T.V/Audio with draw wires shall be provideg(i@
Where a piped system is available locally, provision should bQ@a e for

future connection.
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THE LIBRARY/GENERAL RESOURCE
AREA

2.00 AREA LIMITS

LIBRARY/GENERAL RESOURCE AREA

2.01 In one Classroom schools, the Library/General Resource S
included as part of the Classroom area and the Multi ose

Room. &

2.02 In two to four Classroom schools inclusive, g&L‘ibrary/General
Resource area of 20m? shall be prowded

2.03 In five to seven Classroom schools i ive a Library/General
Resource area of 35m? shall be pro@e

2.04 In schools of eight to 3@’een Classrooms inclusive, a
Library/General Resource &®a of 70m? shall be provided, either
as one room or as two (3ris of 35m>

O
2.05 In schools of sev%n Classrooms and over please refer to the
Planning and B§ g Unit for guidance.

STORA Gg s@

2.06 A wa of 7.5m? shall be designated as Storage for a 20m?

an m? Library/General Resource Area.
’

2.06 \AQ/ A floor area of 15m? shall be designated as Storage for a 70m?
Library/General Resource Area.

GUIDANCE NOTES

2.07 The Store should be fitted out with floor to ceiling shelving with a
provision for height adjustment between shelves. The layout should
permit the storage of a mobile trolley after class. A secure door and
frame should be provided, together with adequate natural ventilation and
heat.

2.08 When designing the Library/General Resource Area, due consideration
should be given to the room furniture layout so that a number of flexible
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layout options are available for consideration and discussion with the
School Management.

2.09 The orientation of the Library/General Resource Area, and its location
relative to the distribution of Classrooms must be considered by the
Design Team in the planning of the building.

2.10 A floor to ceiling height of 3.150m is desirable, taking into account an
even distribution of natural light and natural ventilation across the whole
floor area of the room.

2.11 Windows should be double glazed, easy to clean and maintain, an
permanent ventilation louvres in addition to high and low level ing
sashes. Vents should contain baffles for noise, wind and rain. anent
vents and opening sashes should exceed the current guid S set out
in the Technical Guidance Documents to the Building R tions, and
should be designed to suit the class environment h regard to the
high levels of humidity generally. Q/

2.12 Natural daylighting should be exploited wrﬁ!k“de&gnmg rooms to
minimise the dependence on artificial I|ght|n re must be avoided.

2.13 The position and size of opening wm&(w sashes must take ease of
operation into account and maintain@n adequate level of safety, i.e.
sashes opening dangerously over @djacent paths at ground floor level;
use restrictors where necessary{b

2.14 Doors should be easy to ()and close. Care should be taken in the
design of the door; fram d opening mechanism to eliminate injury to
fingers etc, and adeggate vision panels for small children should be
considered.

2.15 The position %halkboards white and green boards, and pinboards
should be rmined at design stage and the location of surface
mountebserwces should not conflict with the position of these boards.

ss talkback unit in schools with 12 or more approved teaching

Qg_w ces.

2?7 A two compartment trunking system shall be provided on the perimeter
walls and should include for eight twin sockets and future computer
networking for a 20m? room, twelve twin sockets and future computer
networking for a 35m? room, and twenty four sockets and future
computer networking for a 70m? room.

2.16 E@%ﬁrary & General Resource Area shall be provided with a public
S

2.18 Radiators shall be provided to ensure an even distribution of heating
throughout the Library/General Resource Area.

2.19 Lighting provision within each room shall be functional with switching
provision allowing for separate control of perimeter lighting. Recessed &
suspended light fittings should be avoided.
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2.20 A fire defence provision shall be provided in the form of a hand held
extinguisher of a size and type suitable for use within the space. If
required a fire blanket should also be provided.

2.21 The Library/General Resource Area may, from time to time, be used by
the Special Tuition Teacher and the Teacher Counsellor for classes.

2.22 A conduit system for T.V/Audio with draw wires shall be provided. The
outlet boxes should be complete with cover plates including jack outlets.
Where a piped system is available locally, provision should be made for

future connection.
>
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THE GENERAL PURPOSE ROOM

3.00

3.01
3.02
3.03

3.04

3.05
3.06
3.07
3.08
N

O

2%

3.10

3.11

AREA LIMITS

GENERAL PURPOSE ROOM

In schools of one & two Classrooms the General Purpose area
shall be provided by increasing the size of one Classroomto
91m?2 inclusive of 6m? for 2 toilets. %

Purpose Room of 111m? inclusive of 6m? for two t shall be

In three and four Classroom schools inclusi\@~ eneral
provided. &

In schools of five to sixteen Classrooms sive, a General
Purpose Room of 200m? maximum exc%s; e of toilets shall be

provided. \/

In schools of seventeen Classrogg@and over please refer to the
Planning and Building Unit for % ance

SERVERY Q
=== \\O

In schools of one Q% Classrooms inclusive, the Servery is
included as part of@ 91m?2,

In three and Classroom schools, a Servery of 7.5m? shall be
provided i dition to the 111m?

In ﬁgp% of five to sixteen Classrooms inclusive, a Servery of
9n1 all be provided in addition to the 200m?>.

schools of seventeen Classrooms and over please refer to the
Planning and Building Unit for guidance.

EQUIPMENT STORAGE

In schools of three and four Classrooms inclusive, an Equipment
Store of 7.5m? shall be provided in addition to the 111m?2

In schools of five to sixteen Classrooms inclusive, an Equipment
Store of 15m? shall be provided in addition to the 200m?>.

In schools of seventeen Classrooms and over please refer to the
Planning and Building Unit for guidance.
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3.12 STAGE AREA

In schools of one to sixteen Classrooms inclusive, an area for a
demountable stage is included as part of the 91m? 111m? and
200m? respectively.

3.13 In schools of seventeen Classrooms and over please refer to the
Planning and Building Unit for guidance.

GUIDANCE NOTES >
N
3.14 The General Purpose Room should be designed to allow fo Q%?munity
use outside of normal school hours without having to ope@main part
of the school to gain access. &

3.15 The floor build-up and finish in the General Purp@oom should be
suitable for the intended purpose and use of room. Appropriate
footwear should be worn by all users, which wi t damage or mark the

surface.
<<O

3.16 Toilet facilities ( dealt with in Sectiqig{B ) should be located near the
General Purpose Room to facilita@. eir use by children and adults
outside of normal school hours. \O

3.17 The General Purpose Ro %(a?d Toilets should be accessible to all,
which includes the visuall %z physically impaired.

3.18 A minimum floor to @g height of 4.2m should be provided taking into
account an even ibution of natural light and natural ventilation across
the whole floo&a of the room.

3.19 Doors shog@be easy to open and close. Care should be taken in the

desig he door; frame, and opening mechanism to eliminate injury to
fing%,e ¢, and adequate vision panels for small children should be
c\?\\q ered.

3. indows should be double glazed, easy to clean and maintain, and have
permanent ventilation louvres in addition to opening sashes. The size,
location and extent of opening sashes should be carefully considered in
the context of the type of activities that will take place. Rooflights should
also be considered to provide an even distribution of natural light. Glare
must be avoided. Permanent vents and opening sashes should exceed
the current guidelines set out in the Technical Guidance Documents to
the Building Regulations.

3.21 The layout of the storage area should be based on sizes of equipment to
be stored and should take access and ease of removal into account.
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Chairs used for adults should be capable of being stacked for storage.
Where children’s chairs are required these can be obtained from the
Classrooms.

In the interests of safety sharp angles and projections should be omitted
in the General Purpose Room.

The floor build-up and finish in the General Purpose Room should be
suitable for the intended purpose and use of the room.

The mechanical & electrical services designs should take into account
that there may be physical activities in the G.P Room. Separate h

and electrical zones should be provided; projecting radiators sh
avoided; conduit, sockets etc. should not be within the a @ one;
robust services and an adequate level of natural and a 1@& lighting
should be provided.

Each General Purpose Room shall be provided wﬁi public address
talkback unit in schools with 12 or more approved ing spaces.

The space heating system shall be deggyn to ensure an even
distribution of heating throughout the Gene&urpose Room.

Lighting provision within the Generabfurpose Room shall be functional
with switching provision allowing foiCseparate control of artificial lighting,
to complement varying levels of gR®iral lighting within the hall. Recessed
and pendant light fittings sh be avoided. Light fittings should be
robust and protected from @age during sport and play.
A fire defence provisiQa shall be provided in the form of a hand held
extinguisher of a siz d type suitable for use within the space.
Four twin so@{ suitably recessed shall be provided in the General
Purpose Roém

’
The @ery shall be provided with two twin type sockets suitably
lo The location should take account of the built-in worktops with

t heights chosen accordingly to enable safe connection of
liances. Mains drinking water should be provided at the sink. It should

?g‘be clearly labelled as drinking water. Hot water, preferably from a central

3.32

3.33

source, should be provided to all wash hand basins. Suitable anti-scald
measures should be fitted to all hot water supplies.

A drinking fountain shall be provided internally adjacent to the General
Purpose Room.

A conduit system for T.V/Audio with draw wires shall be provided. The
outlet boxes should be complete with cover plates including jack outlets.
Where a piped system is available locally, provision should be made for
future connection.
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THE MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM

4.00 AREA LIMITS
MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM

4.01 All schools shall be provided with a Multi-Purpose Room_ of
20m?=.

e
GUIDANCE NOTES AQ/
A

&

A Medical Inspection Room ( with a sick-bay faw sectioned off within

4.02 This Multi-Purpose Room may be used as a

the 20m?), \/
A Psychologist’'s Room, Q~
\Teacher /Parent Interview Room, O

A Special Tuition Room ( depending chool size ),
Staff Room ( depending on schoolé\i )-

4.03 This room should ideally be Ioc@i near the main entrance of the school
and the administration ar %Qh order to facilitate the uses specified
above. Q)%

4.04 A high level of aco%‘& separation between adjoining spaces will be
required to facilitatQ\) ychological assessments and hearing tests.

4.05 To facilitat ical inspections, the room should be provided with a
sink, worktppy and storage presses. Mains drinking water should be
provid t the sink. It should be clearly labelled as drinking water. Hot
wa@erably from a central source, should also be provided. Suitable
a\?\ ald measures should be fitted.

4.(@5’% design and layout of the room should facilitate eye and ear testing
X~ programmes.

4.07 The room may, from time to time be used as a Sick Bay and a section
should be provided within the room for this, with space for a bed/bench.

4.08 The room design and layout should facilitate the provision of a desk and
chair, and a suitable table and chairs for interviewing.

4.09 A floor to ceiling height of 3.150m is desirable, taking into account an
even distribution of natural light and natural ventilation across the whole
floor area of the room.
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Windows should be double glazed, easy to clean and maintain, and have
permanent ventilation louvres in addition to high and low level opening
sashes. Vents should contain baffles for noise, wind and rain. Permanent
vents and opening sashes should exceed the current guidelines set out
in the Technical Guidance Documents to the Building Regulations, and
should be designed to suit the room environment having regard to the
high levels of humidity generally.

Doors should be easy to open and close. Care should be taken in the
design of the door; frame, and opening mechanism to eliminate injury to
fingers etc, and adequate vision panels for small children should be

considered.

O
Conduit ways for future computer networking should be provj in the
room on the basis of one point adjacent to each electrica@%ocket.

These outlets should not be grouped.

Each Multi-Purpose Room shall be provided m%?a) public address
talkback unit in schools with 12 or more approved ing spaces.

Radiators shall be provided to ensure an@(dlstrlbutlon of heating
throughout the room.

The Multi-Purpose Room shall be pr ed with four twin type sockets
suitably located. The location shou(d ake account of built-in worktops
with socket heights chosen acg' ingly to enable safe connection of
appliances.

\\’()
Lighting provision within l@\/lulti Purpose Room shall be functional with
switching provision all@wig for separate control of artificial lighting, to
complement varyin vels of natural lighting. Recessed and pendant
light fittings sthI/ avoided.

A conduit s m for T.V/Audio with draw wires shall be provided. The
outlet baxes should be complete with cover plates including jack outlets.
Wher@iped system is available locally, provision should be made for
fut@ nnection.

S

&
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ACCOMMODATION FOR SPECIALIST
SUPPORT TEACHING

INTRODUCTION

In addition to the allocation of teaching assistants within Classrooms, there
may be a number of other specialist teachers allocated by the Department on
an individual needs basis. These can include Remedial Teachers, Resource
Teachers, Support Teacher Projects, Home School Liaison Program ,
Breaking the Cycle, Early Start, Speech & Language, etc. %\()

Some of these specialist teaching services such as Remedial %6 ers will
normally work in the Classroom alongside the teaching assistanQ casionally
it may be necessary to provide more intensive and focuséq tuition for the
children in a separate smaller room, to be known as the SQE'BI uition Room.

For children with specific physical or mental aQI"rty needs dedicated
accommodation may be required. Q‘

Where the Department has approved a speci Qacher allocation, the design
should take account of the provisions in the~t\®le below

In special circumstances and w @Q the requirement for specialist
accommodation has been identified approved, additional to the provisions
outlined below, has been est ed, the Department will consider the
provision of additional accomm ion to meet the particular needs identified.

N
5.00 AREégﬁ/IITS

SP,&IAL TUITION

A here special tuition is approved for remedial teaching or
® speech & language teaching, the following provisions will
C) apply:

5§‘ In one and two Classroom schools inclusive, the Multi-Purpose
Room shall be used for Special Tuition.

5.02 In three to sixteen Classrooms schools inclusive, where
approved Special Tuition is provided on a permanent or part-
time basis, a Special Tuition Room of 25m? shall be provided.

5.03 In schools of seventeen Classrooms and over please refer to the
Planning and Building Unit for guidance.
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SPECIAL NEEDS

Where a full time Resource Teacher or a full time Teacher
from the Learning Support Scheme is assigned to teach
pupils with special needs, for example pupils with visual
impairments, hearing impairments, mental handicap, Downs
Syndrome, etc., the following accommodation shall be
provided:

In schools up to sixteen Classrooms inclusive, a standard size
Classroom of 70m? shall be provided. O

Suitable sanitary facilities shall be provided approptj @o the
needs of the users within the Classroom, and in congg‘?tion and
agreement with the Planning & Building Unit.

In schools of seventeen Classrooms and ovq/%base refer to the
Planning and Building Unit for guidance.

HOME SCHOOL LIAISON Q}/

In schools where a full time ap@ved Home School Community
Liaison Teacher is appointed @n area of 70m? shall be provided
for the Home School Liai Programme. The sub-division of
this area into more tha'Q> ne room/space is a matter for the
School Management discussion with the Department and
must be agreed be&b architectural planning commences.

< y o
Where no i&%v«ed Home School Liaison Service exists, the
Department il consider a case for the provision of a Parents
Room IQt/ following circumstances:

o %%/ School Management can clearly demonstrate the
Q ¢ special need for such a room,

Q/. It is clear that the requirements of the parents cannot be met

by using the existing ancillary accommodation in the school,

e It is clear that a Parents Room would receive full capacity
utilisation,

The floor area of a Parents Room will be determined by the
Department before architectural planning commences.

OTHER

Where other approved specialist teachers are appointed to a
school, the accommodation requirement should be catered for
within existing teaching and ancillary spaces. In special
circumstances and where a demonstrable need for specialist
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accommodation, additional to the provisions outlined, has been

established, the Department will consider the provision of
additional accommodation to meet the particular needs
identified.

GUIDANCE NOTES

5.09 The Special Tuition Room should be located near the Multi-Purpose

Room. %

5.10 The orientation of the Specialist Teaching rooms, and their tion
relative to the development of the external environme st be

considered by the Design Team in the planning of the builcm

given to the room furniture layout so that a nu of flexible layout
options are available for consideration and discys, ion with the School
Management. \/

5.11 In designing the Specialist Teaching rooms due con;' ’&ation should be

5.12 If a Resource Teacher or Special Tuitiorgj@cher spend only a minimum
amount of time in the school, theyé@I Id be accommodated in the
Library/General Resource Room or@. ulti-Purpose Room.

5.13 In all instances the Specialist T%Qhers will use the Multi-Purpose Room
as his/her office when nec . Confidential documents should be kept
in the General Office. Qe)b

5.14 The Home School Li ‘&n Room will be used for group based teaching
activities, parent n@ ngs, relaxation, discussion groups, etc. The space
should be divi into a small work area with table and chairs, and soft
furnishings asy chairs and coffee tables, shelving etc. It should be
fitted out wih~a small worktop and sink with drinking and hot water. Hot &
cold services including wastes shall be provided for a washing

ma% @f’ridge etc.
N

5.15 Home School Liaison Room should be located near the entrance
d be capable of being used outside of normal school hours.

5?; Staff toilets should be available for use with the Home School Liaison
Room to facilitate use outside of normal school hours.

5.17 A floor to ceiling height of 3.150m is desirable, taking into account an
even distribution of natural light and natural ventilation across the whole
floor area of the room.

5.18 Windows should be double glazed, easy to clean and maintain, and have
permanent ventilation louvres in addition to high and low level opening
sashes. Sizes of permanent vents and opening sashes should exceed
the current guidelines set out in the Technical Guidance Documents to
the Building Regulations, and should be designed to suit the class
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environment having regard to the high levels of humidity generally in
Classrooms.

5.19 The position and size of opening window sashes must take ease of
operation into account and maintain an adequate level of safety, i.e.
avoid sashes opening dangerously over adjacent paths at ground floor
level, use restrictors where necessary, etc.

5.20 The positions of chalkboards; white and green boards, and pinboards
should be determined at design stage and the location of surface
mounted services should not conflict with the position of these boards.

5.21 Doors should be easy to open and close. Care should be take @t e
design of the door; frame, and opening mechanism to ehmm@ ry to
fingers etc, and adequate vision panels for small child uld be
considered.

5.22 Storage for confidential documents and files for th@cialist Teachers
listed above shall be provided in the General Officé&

5.23 Conduit ways for future computer networklrQ}NSuld be provided on the
basis of one point adjacent to each elec twin socket. These outlets
should not be grouped. {

N\

5.24 Each specialist teacher CIassroonxéhall be provided with a public
address talkback unit in schoo@nth 12 or more approved teaching

spaces. 0
O

5.25 Radiators shall be prow@% to ensure an even distribution of heating
throughout the Classr:

5.26 Each spemahs%il&sroom shall be provided with four twin sockets
individually Io{e/ for safe connection.

5.27 Where | sfagreed to provide a sink unit, mains drinking water should be
provi@t the sink. It should be clearly labelled as drinking water. Cold
w om the central storage tank and hot water, preferably from a
al source, should be provided to all wash hand basins. Suitable anti-
Qgs} Id measures should be fitted to all hot water supplies.

5?5 Lighting provision within each room shall be functional with switching
provision allowing for separate control of perimeter lighting. Recessed &
suspended light fittings should be avoided.

5.29 A conduit system for T.V/Audio with draw wires shall be provided for
each teaching space. The outlet boxes should be complete with cover
plates including jack outlets. Where a piped system is available locally,
provision should be made for future connection.
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SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION

6.00 AREA LIMITS

GENERAL OFFICE

6.01 In schools of one to seven Classrooms inclusive, a General
Office of 15m? shall be provided. %

6.02 In schools of eight Classrooms and upwards a General@@e of
30m? shall be provided. &
PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE &A

6.03 In schools of eight Classrooms and upwa;@?rincipal’s Office
of 15m? shall be provided. ?\

v/

GUIDANCE NOTES <<O
6.04 The General Office should be Ioca@B@adjacent to the main entrance of
the school, in the interests of sg&ﬁb and control, visual and otherwise.

need not be accessed difoctly from it. It should afford the Principal a

6.05 The Principal's Office sh L@J?e located near the General Office but
level of security and s&liion from visitors.

Office from nt rooms, circulation, etc., must be provided.
6.07 The design%of the General Office should facilitate the following: a
photsa@ier, general filing, filing cabinets, roll books, confidential

6.06 Adequate acogs@separation of the General Office and Principal's

doc ntation storage, Public Address System, P.C.’s, etc.

N
6.08 @Ioor to ceiling height of 3.150m is desirable, taking into account an
even distribution of natural light and natural ventilation across the whole
floor area of the room.

6.09 Conduit ways for future computer networking should be provided on the
basis of one point adjacent to each electrical twin socket. These outlets
should not be grouped.

6.10 Radiators shall be provided to ensure an even distribution of heating
throughout the Classroom.

6.11 Each office shall be provided with four twin sockets located with the
agreement of the school authorities to allow for the safe connection of
the identified equipment.
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Lighting provision within each room shall be functional with switching
provision allowing for separate control of perimeter lighting.

A fire defence provision shall be provided in the form of a hand held
extinguisher of a size and type suitable for use within the space. If
required a fire blanket should also be provided.

A Door Control Mechanism shall be provided on the main entrance door
operated via the administration office or principal’s Classroom. The
control mechanism shall be located so that visual contact between the
controller and the door is possible.

A panic alarm point shall be provided in these rooms Iinke%(aﬁe
intruder alarm system ( if one is to be provided ). Q‘

A PABX system shall be installed in the general office, a&&e capable
of taking a minimum of three exchange lines an tension to the
Principal’s Office of Classroom, Staff Room, and A@%istration Office (
if provided ). Telephone lines shall be housed h“\l ependent conduit
systems. Connection charges will form part oft\h/ roject cost.

Windows should be double glazed, eaﬁclean and maintain, and
have permanent ventilation louvres in\@ddition to high and low level
opening sashes. Vents should contai@baffles for noise, wind and rain.
Permanent vents and opening _gashes should exceed the current
guidelines set out in the Techn'&*éDGuidance Documents to the Building
Regulations, and should be d@gned to suit the room environment.

)

The position and size @Qpening window sashes must take ease of

operation into acco and maintain an adequate level of safety, i.e.
avoid sashes opengy dangerously over adjacent paths at ground floor

level; use rest%t/ where necessary, etc.

’

&

oS

&
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THE TEACHERS/STAFF ROOM

7.00 AREA LIMITS
TEACHERS/STAFF ROOM

7.01 In schools of one to four Classrooms inclusive, the Multi-Purpose
Room shall be used as a Teachers/Staff Room. %

7.02 In schools of five to seven Classrooms inclusive, a roon%s@)mz
shall be provided for Staff. Q‘

7.03 In schools from eight to sixteen Classrooms intjasmg,/ a room of
35m? shall be provided for Staff. %

7.04 In schools of seventeen Classrooms andgig/please refer to the
Planning and Building Unit for guidancg.

GUIDANCE NOTES 2
N
7.05 The Teachers/Staff Room may b.ed&;ted adjacent to the Administration

Area. It may also be Iocated,’b& as to overlook the play areas for
supervision purposes. 0()

the public should no able to gain direct access to this room without

first reporting to th eption.

7.06 It should be located negr@he reception/general office area. Members of

7.07 It should b @ed out with a worktop and sink. Mains drinking water,
clearly labellsd as drinking water, should be provided at the sink with hot
water, ﬁarably from a central source. Suitable anti-scald measures
sho@fitted to all hot water supplies.

7.08 G&twin sockets should be provided for a microwave; fridge; hob.

7§‘A floor to ceiling height of 3.150m is desirable, taking into account an
even distribution of natural light and natural ventilation across the whole
floor area of the room.

7.10 Windows should be double glazed, easy to clean and maintain, and have
permanent ventilation louvres in addition to high and low level opening
sashes. Vents should contain baffles for noise, wind and rain. Permanent
vents and opening sashes should exceed the current guidelines set out
in the Technical Guidance Documents to the Building Regulations, and
should be designed to suit the room environment.

7.11 The position and size of opening window sashes must take ease of
operation into account and maintain an adequate level of safety, i.e.
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avoid sashes opening dangerously over adjacent paths at ground floor
level; use restrictors where necessary, etc.

The emphasis on the design and furniture layout is relaxation and an
area with easy chairs etc., should be provided.

Provision for a staff telephone should be included.

The room should not be used for the storage of sensitive materials etc.
These should be stored in the General Office.

The Teachers/Staff Room shall be provided with a public a@s
talkback unit in schools with 12 or more approved teaching spaces\

Radiators shall be provided to ensure an even distributi Qf"heating
throughout the Teachers/Staff Room.

Each Teachers/Staff Room shall be provided wi %ur twin sockets
individually located for safe connection. These are!% ddition to sockets
for fridge, etc. Conduit ways for future comp%?hetworking should be
provided adjacent to them.
Lighting provision within each room sh functional with switching
provision allowing for separate control oi%erlmeter lighting.

©
A fire defence provision shall be&s}ided in the form of a hand held
extinguisher of a size and typeNstitable for use within the space. If
required a fire blanket should @ be provided.

O
A panic alarm point shall@pprovided in the Teachers/Staff Room linked
to the intruder alarm s (if one is to be provided ).

outlet boxes d be complete with cover plates including jack outlets.
Where a pi System is available locally, provision should be made for
future c&r}ection.

A conduit s%{‘@ T.V/Audio with draw wires shall be provided. The

O
O
&

THE CONTENTS OF THIS DOCUMENT ARE INTENDED FOR GUIDANCE ONLY.
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION & SCIENCE TULLAMORE COUNTY OFFALY

Page 30 of 42



PLANNING GUIDELINES FOR PRIMARY SCHOOLS
Issue 1
January 15t 2000

SANITARY FACILITIES

8.00

8.01

8.02
8.03
8.04

8.05

8.06

$)

&

8.08

AREA LIMITS

CLASSROOMS

Each Classroom shall have two w.c.’s and w.h.b.’s as an en-
suite facility, total area of 6m? per Classroom. %

S
In one and two Classroom schools inclusive, 1 shall be
provided which should be a unisex, universal t ds\ uitable for

disabled use and containing a shower facility. %

STAFF

In schools from three to seven Classroog\/ clusive, 2 w.c.’s to
be provided one of which should be.a\Xhisex universal toilet,
Suitable for disabled use with a shonQL cility.

In eight to sixteen Classrooms lﬁ(:%ive, 3 w.c.’s to be provided
one of which should be a ‘sfisex universal toilet suitable for
disabled use, with a show@s’cility.

N

In schools of seventqu/&/assrooms and over please refer to the
Planning and Buik@ nit for guidance.

GENERAL PWURPOSE ROOM

N
In sch &ith the 91m? & 111m? General Purpose Rooms, two
w.c. ’&d w.h.b.’s shall be provided within the above floor
aregg and suitable for use by adults and children. For the
eheral Purpose Room in schools from five to sixteen

Q/ assrooms inclusive, four w.c.’s; and w.h.b.’s shall be provided
i

S

n addition to the floor area of the General Purpose Room, and
suitable for use by adults and children

In schools of seventeen Classrooms and over please refer to the
Planning and Building Unit for guidance.

At least one of the w.c.’s above should be accessible to all, i.e.
the visually and physically impaired.

GUIDANCE NOTES

8.09 All sanitary facilities in the school, other than those in classrooms, should
be available for staff use at peak times.
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Toilets should be located on an external wall and shall be adequately
and naturally ventilated to the external air directly or ducted. This shall be
in addition to any openable window.

Lobbies to all toilets must be adequately naturally ventilated to the
external air.

En-suite toilets in Classrooms should have adequate space for
disposable hand towels and a refuse bin.

The provision for hand drying facilities shall be paper towel or cotton
linen towels. Hand dryers are not permitted. Provision for the dispg f

paper towel shall be allowed for.

)
Toilets for use by the disabled should be capable of acg@ating a

changing bench and a lifting hoist. The room sh be sized
accordingly. %

Staff or General Purpose room toilets should be aﬁa ble for use by the
general public visiting or using the school facilit@*

Toilets associated with the General Purpogey®om should be available for
use by the children when using the hard §ay and grassed areas.

A non slip tile floor shall be prowd%(\n all w.c. areas with suitable coved
tile skirting. )
>

Cold water from the centra rage tank and hot water, preferably from a
central source, should be@jovided to all wash hand basins. Suitable anti-
scald measures show fitted to all hot water supplies.

Bowl urinals sh@ﬁot be specified.

Doors shou&e easy to open and close. They may be undercut to assist

air m ént. Door transfer grilles are not permitted. Care should be

takeh&he design of the door, frame, and opening mechanism to
e injury to fingers etc.

?QSA)dlsabled person’s alarm shall be provided in the disabled person’s

toilet, comprising a pull chord with an audio unit located outside the
room.
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STORAGE

9.00 AREA LIMITS
CLASSROOMS

9.01 A floor area of 7.5m? per Classroom shall be designated as
Storage.

Please refer to the section on the Classroom & Class St@ for
further guidance.

&
GENERAL PURPOSE ROOM &A

9.02 In one and two Classroom schools, the ment storage is
deemed part of the 91m? floor area. ?\

9.03 In schools of three to four Classro \ﬁvc/usive, an equipment
store of 7.5m? shall be included Q ition to the 111m?2

9.04 In schools of five to sixteen G@srooms inclusive, an equipment
store of 15m? shall be prp@éd in addition to the 200m?=
)

Please refer to the s@n on General Purpose Room, Servery,
& Storage for fuﬂh@)‘etails.

%)
OTHER \$\$’
In addi@% the above the following shall apply to all schools:

9.05 Froﬁo%w to three Classrooms inclusive, 10m? General Ultility
tdrage shall be provided.

9.06 \AQ/ln four to sixteen Classrooms inclusive, 25m? General Utility
C)\z\ Storage shall be provided.

9@" In schools of seventeen Classrooms and over please refer to the
Planning and Building Unit for guidance.

GUIDANCE NOTES

9.08 Storage associated with the General Purpose Room is deemed to
include P.E. Equipment such as mats, vaults, chairs, etc. General Utility
Storage is deemed to include such items as books, stationery and office
supplies, cleaning equipment, gardening equipment, audio/video etc. The
number and type of stores to be provided shall be agreed in discussions
with the school before architectural planning commences.
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9.14
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Storage may be provided in dedicated storage rooms, or in presses
associated with the space.

The General Utility Storage areas given above may be grouped together
or spread over a range of uses to be decided on by the school and
agreed by the Department.

Storage areas that contain chemicals cleaning agents etc. must be
suitable for the intended purpose provide adequate security and be
properly ventilated.

Where a Safe Store or Secure Store is to be provided the door and@e
should be of a sufficient standard to safeguard the contents, i
sheeted security door and frame. It should not be on an exterr@ | and
should have suitable security protection to floors, walls, an Ing. The
level of physical protection should take into conS|derat|o presence
or otherwise of a monitored intruder alarm system. é

Provision of low temperature protection in stores 4\ d be provided via
distributor pipes or pipe coils only. Radiators\a/ not to be located in

stores. Q‘

Lighting provision should reflect the use 6( e space.
N

>

N
4

6\\’

O
O
&
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THE BOILERHOUSE

10.00 AREA LIMITS

NEW SCHOOLS

10.01 In schools of one to four Classrooms inclusive, an area of 9m?
(3.0 x 3.0 ) should be provided for a boilerhouse. %

10.02 In schools of five to twelve Classrooms inclusive, an of
12.25m? ( 3.5 x 3.5 ) should be provided for a boilerhoyde:

10.03 In schools of twelve to sixteen Classrooms inclus&n area of
16m?2 ( 4.0 x 4.0 ) should be provided. 03\

10.04 In schools of seventeen Classrooms an r the boilerhouse
requirements will be subject to desi guidance from the
Technical Section of the Planning & Ruintng Unit.

10.05 EXISTING SCHOOLS O
In existing schools the Depad\@ent will provide guidance on the
matter. Q-

;\\O

GUIDANCE NOTES 600

<
10.06 Central Plant areas eﬁo’uld be located so as to provide for economic
iy

distribution of se . Boiler Plant room and switchrooms should not
be located at t@ hery of the building or as an annex.

10.07 Designers%p uld refer to the Technical Section of the Planning &

Buildi Unit for specific design advice regarding mechanical &
ek@services.

10.08 @% area should be protected by the intruder alarm system if one is

. C,provided.
&
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CIRCULATION & SOCIAL SPACE

11.00 AREA LIMITS

11.01

NEW SCHOOLS & EXTENSIONS TO EXISTING

Circulation and Social Areas are generally calculated on (he
basis of 18% of the total area of teaching and non-tezeg

space within the internal face of the external walls of th ool.
Boilerhouses/switchrooms are excluded from the lation.
Any difference to the area limit above must be &3 by the
Department in writing before detailed arch@{ | planning

begins.
&P

GUIDANCE NOTES N

11.02

11.03

11.04

11.05

11.06

11.07

The school main entrance area shoul@e a strong sense of arrival
and space.
N

Internal signage should be clear, Qstible to all users. Particular regard
should be paid to signage for Q@ents with special needs

Corridor should be a mlr%&n of 1800mm clear in width. The 1800mm
clear width applies frqr$’the face of any storage/lockers etc. in the
corridors.

All areas at %igpﬁloor level should be accessible to all building users.

Where de§%?1 proposals involve buildings of two or more storeys and

provi @ that:

rovision of a lift set down in the Technical Guidance Document to Part
of the Building Regulations, and

= §7§ loor area is below the recommended floor area requiring the

&

The same range of accommodation for all building users is available at
ground floor level also,

a lift will not normally be required.
Where a lift and suitable fire escape refuges are to be provided and

funded by the Department, the Design Team shall consult with the
Planning & Building Unit regarding specific advice on lift types etc.

11.08 Designers should make use of natural lighting, space and colour in the

circulation areas.
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Floor and wall finishes should be appropriate for the school’s needs and
location; durable finishes should be specified.

Draught-proof lobbies should be provided at the main entrance.

Stairs should have threads, risers, and balustrading, etc in accordance
with Technical Guidance Document to Part K of the Building
Regulations and appropriate for use by young children.

Doors should be easy to open and close. Care should be taken in the
design of the door; frame, and opening mechanism to eliminate inj
fingers etc, and adequate vision panels for small children sh e

considered. Q‘

Windows should be double glazed, easy to clean andsm ntain, and
have permanent ventilation louvres in addition to Ig\and low level
opening sashes. Vents should contain baffles for g( , wind and rain.
Permanent vents and opening sashes should& ceed the current
guidelines set out in the Technical Guidance %%ments to the Building
Regulations. Rooflights may be consideredQ~

The position and size of opening winﬁQw sashes must take ease of
operation into account and maintai@@n adequate level of safety, i.e.
sashes opening dangerously over@djacent paths at ground floor level;
use restrictors where necessa%'\é:.

O
N\
g,é

O
O
&
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HARDPLAY AREAS & BALLCOURTS

12.00 AREA LIMITS

12.01 In schools of one to eight Classrooms inclusive, 785m? of hard
play area, consisting of one ballcourt of 585 m? and one junior
play area of 200 m? shall be provided.

12.02 In schools of nine to twelve Classrooms inclusive, 1,47 f
hard play area, consisting of two ballcourts each 585 m? ne
jJunior play area of 300m? shall be provided. Q‘

12.03 In schools of thirteen to sixteen Classrooms in Ve, 1,600m?
of hard play area, consisting of two ballcouéand one junior
play area of 430m? shall be provided. Q/

12.04 In schools of seventeen Classrooms a a%T/er please refer to the

Planning and Building Unit for guidaQ,g.

GUIDANCE NOTES \Q’
O

12.05 The area of hard play above isﬁclusive of ballcourts and junior play.

12.06 The ballcourt area is 58%&( 18.228 x 30.004 ) approx. It should have
a 1m run-off space nd the playing area and shall be properly
graded, drained an ropriately lined. A 2.5m high plastic coated chain
link fence aro&n/o&\the courts, with lockable access gates should be

provided. Q/

12.07 Separatiop Ot Junior and Senior hard play areas should be agreed in
disc n between the school and the Department.

12.08 Aocation of the hard play area should be considered in the context
future expansion of the school in order to eliminate disruption and
Q~ rebuilding at a later stage.

12.09 Where site area and configuration permits, an area should be reserved
suitable for use as a practice playing field. The levelling and preparation
of this area for use as a pitch is not part of this brief and the cost of such
work should not be included in the Project costs.

12.10 The hard play area specified above is exclusive of paths, roads, etc.

12.11 The location of play areas shall be integrated into the external
environmental education plan.
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12.12 Adequate surface water drainage shall be provided from all hardplay
areas, ballcourts etc., without compromising the safety of the user
during play.

12.13 Hardplay areas may be designed to cater for occasional use as
overflow carparking and should be located adjacent to the external
vehicular circulation.

12.14 In an existing school, the existing Hard Courts should be retained where
possible. If additional courts are required, the cost of these courts should
be assigned to the External Works Allowance.
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CARPARKING AND SET-DOWN/PICK-UP
AREA

13.00 AREA LIMITS

13.01 In schools of one to seven Classrooms inclusive, 1 car parking
space per teacher and 2 additional space shall be prowded

13.02 In schools of eight to eleven Classrooms inclusive, 1 ca p@ang
space per teacher and 4 additional spaces shall be prq@i

13.03 In schools of twelve to sixteen Classrooms e, 1 car
parking space per teacher and 5 addition 'é)oaces shall be

provided. &Q/

13.04 In schools of seventeen Classrooms a d%?/er please refer to the
Planning and Building Unit for gu1daQe

13.05 The parking allocations set out Sﬁove include at least one space
for persons with mobility or vl‘s@l impairments.

GUIDANCE NOTES 0(8\\0

13.06 Designers should, wher&g possible and with due regard for health
and safety, con&der% play area as a potential overflow car park for
use in exceptional @ mstances.

13.07 All playing a% haII be marked out and lined.
13.08 Adequate stfrface water drainage must be provided from all hardplay

areag:

levant area may be ceded to the local authority upon completion.
edestrian access should be kept separate from traffic movements in
X~ the interests of safety.

13.09c$§$and car set-down and pick-up areas should be designed so that the
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SITE AREA, SITE LANDSCAPING &
BOUNDARIES

14.00 AREA LIMITS

14.01 The following site areas are shown as a guideline only. The

area required will depend on the shape of the site, site
access, availability of site utilities, and the capacity o e
site to meet the criteria set out in the guidelines that f :

14.02 ' A&

School Size Area in Hectares Aqe:'g\n Acres
School with 1 - 3 class units 0.60 &
School with 4 class units 0.71 N.75
School with 5 class units 0.81 M 20
School with 6 class units 0.91 & 225
Schools with 7 to 9 class units 1.01 ¢\ 2.5
Schools with 10 and 11 class units [ 1.12 , o, 2.75
Schools with 12 to 31 class units | 1.22A> 3.0
School with 32 class units. 20" 5.0
As
K

GUIDANCE NOTES Q,6

.

The following guidelines@ld be used in site selection.

14.03 A flexible a@(ah should be used in terms of

futureﬁp'ansion of the school,
car% ng / pick up & set down areas etc.,
rt and hard play areas,
play areas,

ngandscaping.

1254 Sites should generally meet the following criteria:

be of regular shape,

be reasonably level,

have good road frontage,

be without obstruction,

have reasonable space for developing a set-down/pick-up area.

14.05 In assessing site suitability, the location and adequacy of public utilities,

which include Gas, Mains Water, Telecom, Electricity, Foul & Surface
Water drains, and the cost of connecting into them, shall be taken into
account
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Site purchase should not be concluded until a Grant of Permission
( outline or full ) for the proposed development together with any
conditions attached has been submitted to and approved by the
Department.

Provision should be made for the preparation and landscaping of the area
around the school and between the school and the site entrance. Such
landscaping should be simple, cost effective and easy to maintain. The
Design Team should consider the natural paths and routes through the
site to the school entrances in determining the appropriate location and
the extent of paths provided. Large areas of hard landscaping should_be
avoided.

O
Design Teams should consider the design of landscaping e@@ts to
promote more imaginative play and complement eaching
environment in their design proposals. External spacs& r planting,
weather recording, sundials etc., should all be explore%&

An allowance for planting of trees and shrubs %Q d be made. Such
shrubs and trees should help define the sit@ndaries and external
circulation routes, and should be hardy, dur@g d low maintenance.

In a new school site, the cost of the%aln entrance gates and front
boundary treatment is included in th@External Works Allowance. The
provision of other boundary fenci d walls does not form part of the
External Works Allowance. \A@:nfor security reasons, boundary
protection is required, the should be minimised, subject to the
suitability of the boundarpgdatment for the location. If such boundary
protection is still require e nature, cost and scope of the works should
be indicated at the@a‘rliest stage and a submission made to the
Department justifyir¥he additional cost of such works.

O
O
&

END
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