
To Whom it Concerns 
I Brendan Cooney wish to make the following submission regarding the recently drafted 
amendments to the Agricultural Appeals Act 2001. 
I wish to state that I full support these amendments which need to be implemented urgently and in 
full. 
I am making this submission as I work in the Building/Forestry sector and understand how important 
these amendments are to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with Similar planning 
processes and to Improve the overall efficiency of the system 
 



To Whom it Concerns 
I wish to make the following submission regarding the recently drafted amendments to the 
Agricultural Appeals Act 2001. 
I wish to state that I full support these amendments which need to be implemented urgently and in 
full. 
I am making this submission as I work in the Building/Forestry sector and understand how important 
these amendments are to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with Similar planning 
processes and to Improve the overall efficiency of the system 
 



 
Hi , I am from Denis ryan plant hire we do raod upgrades etc for coillte we have 12 men and 4 women with 
children and mortgages relying on our employment and the work we receive from the forestry sector which 
is 98% of our work , we completely rely on forestry to keep all this people in work and creating local 
employment for the local economy  

 



 
 
I wish to make the following submission to the Draft Agricultural Appeals ( Ammendment ) Bill 2020 .  
 
I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which need to be implemented urgently and in 
full. 
 
I am making this submission as my family business Redmond Timber Products supplies Irish produced 
timber products to our customers in Wexford. My family has a long tradition on the timber sector and 
fully support and understand how important these amendments are to align the forestry licencing and 
appeals processes with similar planning processes and to improve the overall efficiency of this system. 
The forestry sector employs 12,000 people in rural communities all over Ireland and these jobs are 
now at risk. The delays in the Forestry Appeals Commission will stop my business from growing and 
put jobs at risk. 
 
 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the Forestry Appeals Commission 
• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 
• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 
• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 
• I fully support the proposed changes 
• People's livelihoods are at stake here 

 



To whom it may concern, 
 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. I strongly 
support this bill. 
 
I just a have a few simple facts: 
 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28th August 2020 

 

BY EMAIL:  FORESTRYBILL2020@AGRICULTURE.GOV.IE 

 

 

 

Re: Public Consultation on Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 

 

 

To whom it may concern 

We refer to the public consultation in relation to the Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 

(the “Bill”). We welcome the invitation to provide our submissions on the draft Bill and how it proposes 

to amend the Agriculture Appeals Act 2001 (the “Agricultural Appeals Act”) before its presentation 

to the Oireachtas for their consideration, given the Bill’s fundamental importance to the forestry sector 

and to Coillte’s operations.  

 

We have divided our submission into two sections:  

 

Section 1 – our comments on the provisions in the Bill, we believe should be retained and / or amended; 

 

Section 2 – our comments on the provisions not in the Bill, we believe should be included. 

 

Forestry has never been more relevant or important to Irish society and our economy.  The forestry 

sector provides 12,000 rural green-tech jobs to support our local communities, sustainable building 

materials to support the building of new homes and infrastructure, important habitats to support nature 

and biodiversity, and climate solutions to support our efforts to combat climate change.  It is clear that 

forestry is of fundamental importance to the successful implementation of the programme for 

Government. 

 

Coillte welcomes good environmental policies and regulations, and believes that these are important to 

the fundamentals of sustainable forest management.  However, it is equally important that these 

regulations are well balanced and are efficiently implemented, in order to support the continued growth 

of the forestry sector in Ireland.  It should be remembered that forest cover in Ireland is currently only 

11% compared to a European average of 40%; therefore it is of strategic national importance that we 

continue to grow the sector and expand our forest cover in Ireland. 

 

However, the recent implementation of new forestry regulations, particularly regarding the Agricultural 

Appeals Act, has had a serious negative impact on the efficiency of forestry operations, including the 

planting of new forests, building of roads and harvesting of trees.  Without urgent and meaningful 

reform of the associated forestry regulations, the forestry sector will shortly come to a standstill; causing 

job losses in rural communities, shortfalls in building products, and the complete cessation in our 

planting programme. 
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Although the amendments that are set out in this Bill are to be welcomed, if passed by the Oireachtas 

and following their implementation, we would welcome a more fundamental review of forestry 

planning and legislation, to ensure that there are effective regulations in place to support the continued 

development of forestry in Ireland, that can best meet all of our strategic goals and objectives. 

 

We would urge that the proposals set out in this submission are adopted in the national interest. It is our 

view that they are absolute requirements to ensure that Ireland has a functioning and efficient appeals 

regime for the forestry sector. 

 

 

We enclose our submissions, for your consideration. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Imelda Hurley        Mark Carlin 

 

 

 

________________       ________________ 

Chief Executive        Managing Director 

Coillte         Coillte Forest 
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1. PROPOSED DRAFT PROVISIONS TO BE RETAINED AND / OR AMENDED 

1.1 Discretion but no obligation to hold an oral hearing. 

(a) We welcome the removal of the requirement for the Forestry Appeals 

Committee (“FAC”) to have a mandatory public enquiry (i.e. oral hearing) in 

respect of every appeal.  

(b) We welcome and agree with FAC being given the discretion to call an oral 

hearing, only if it needs to. Specifically, the provision for FAC to determine an 

appeal summarily if, in the opinion of the FAC chairperson, a case is of such a 

nature that it can be determined without an oral hearing (Head 14C (1)). 

Precedent: This will make the forestry appeals regime consistent with the planning 

appeals and industrial emissions licensing regimes. There is no automatic right to an 

oral hearing before An Bord Pleanála (“ABP”) or the Environmental Protection 

Agency (“EPA”). ABP has a discretion. It holds very few oral hearings. The EPA has 

a discretion. It has not exercised it for approximately 12 years and it determines 

applications on some very complex and technical facilities.  

Recommendations:  

(1) Retain proposed Head 14C(1) making an oral hearing discretionary.  

(2) In addition, make a universal change to all of the provisions of the draft Bill to 

reflect this change that FAC can determine an appeal without “hearing” it (i.e. 

without holding an oral hearing). Some provisions in the draft Bill still refer to an 

appeal being “heard”. This should be amended to say “determined” only. For 

example, proposed Head 14A(4)(a) states that: 

“(4) (a) A person referred to in paragraph (b) (in this subsection referred to as a 

relevant person) who is dissatisfied with a decision made by the Minister or an 

officer of the Minister under an enactment specified in Schedule 2 may appeal to 

the Forestry Appeals Committee against the decision and, on the hearing of the 

appeal, the Committee may confirm, cancel or vary the decision as it thinks fit. 

[Emphasis added]  

We propose that Head 14A(4)(a) be amended to state “… on the determination of 

the appeal…”: 

“(4) (a) A person referred to in paragraph (b) (in this subsection referred to as a 

relevant person) who is dissatisfied with a decision made by the Minister or an 

officer of the Minister under an enactment specified in Schedule 2 may appeal to 

the Forestry Appeals Committee against the decision and, on the determination of 

the appeal, the Committee may confirm, cancel or vary the decision as it thinks fit. 

[Emphasis added]  

(3) In addition, make the same universal change to all of the provisions of the Forestry 

Appeals Committee Regulation 2018. Similar clarifying amendments may also 

need to be made to the Agricultural Appeals Act. 
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1.2 Explicitly include the Applicant as a person to whom notice should be given of 

an oral hearing 

Proposed section 14C(2) does not explicitly require the Chairperson to give notice 

of an oral hearing to the applicant who holds the licence under appeal. The principles 

of natural and constitutional justice require this.  

Existing Head 14C(2) provides: 

“Where, in the opinion of the Chairperson of the Forestry Appeals Committee, 

an oral hearing is required he or she shall, as soon as may be, fix a date and 

place for the oral hearing, and give reasonable notice of the said oral hearing 

to the appellant, the Minister, and any other person appearing to the Chairman 

to be concerned in the appeal.” 

Recommendation: This provision should be amended to explicitly include the 

applicant to ensure there is a statutory obligation to provide reasonable notice of the 

appeal to the licence holder. 

 

1.3 Enabling FAC to sit in divisions 

We welcome and agree with the introduction of the provision allowing FAC to sit 

in divisions to determine appeals (Head 14A(2A)). The Bill does not, however, 

indicate what powers and functions a division of FAC will have. This provision 

should be refined to ensure that a division of FAC has all of the same powers and 

functions of FAC. 

To enable FAC to effectively perform its functions, this new power is absolutely 

essential. It is a core component of any efficiently functioning administrative 

regime.  

Precedent: An Bord Pleanála can meet in divisions (section 111 of the Planning 

Acts). The Planning Act expressly indicates that each division of ABP has the same 

functions as ABP. Section 112 (1) provides: “(a) The chairperson shall assign to 

each division the business to be transacted by it, and (b) for the purpose of the 

business so assigned to it, each division shall have all the function of the Board.” 

Recommendations:  

(1) Retain proposed Heads 14A(2A) in relation to sitting in a number of 

divisions simultaneously.  

(2) Include an additional provision which specifies that a division of the FAC 

has the same functions as the FAC, to mirror section 112 (1) of the 

Planning Acts. 

 

1.4 Enable FAC to exercise its functions under a quorum of 2   

We welcome and agree with the provision which sets a quorum for meetings of 

FAC. However, we believe the proposal that FAC should also be enabled to make 

decisions with a quorum of 2 people for forestry appeal applications (Head 

14A(2B).  
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Precedent: The standard quorum for a meeting of ABP is three for strategic 

infrastructure developments and developments which would materially contravene 

a development plan, for example (section 108(1) of the Planning Acts). However, 

An Bord Pleanála can sit in quorums of 2 people, when dealing with standard 

planning applications (Section 108(1A – 1D) of the Planning Acts). It is appropriate 

for FAC sit in quorums of 2 people when determining standard forestry appeals 

because they do not involve any greater level of complexity than standard planning 

application. 

Recommendation: Amend 14A(2B) to include a provision to enable a division of 

the FAC to meet, under a quorum of two people (as opposed to a quorum of three 

currently proposed), when it is necessary to ensure the efficient discharge of the 

business of FAC. A consequential amendment may also need to be made to Article 

3(2) of the Forestry Appeals Committee Regulations 2018 which provides that “The 

chairperson and any 2 ordinary members of the Forestry Appeals Committee may 

hear an appeal” (Emphasis added). 

 

1.5 Power of Minister to appoint ordinary members to deputise for Chairperson 

We welcome and agree with the proposal to give the Minister power to appoint one 

or more ordinary members of FAC to deputise for the chairperson for the purposes 

of determining appeals (14A(3A)). This section will allow for several divisions to 

sit at once and ensure that each division may be chaired by a deputy chairperson.  

However, the Bill as currently drafted does not specifically allow for FAC, or a 

division of FAC to act without the Chairperson or deputy chairperson. Ideally, a 

provision should be included which states that FAC, or a division of FAC, can act 

without the Chairperson or deputy chairperson.  

Precedent: At a meeting of ABP if neither the chairperson nor the deputy 

chairperson is present, the ordinary members who are present must choose one of 

their number to be chairperson of the meeting (s.111(3)(c) of the Planning Acts). 

This allows ABP to act without the Chairperson or deputy chairperson. 

Recommendations:  

(1) Include a provision to allow FAC or a division of FAC to act without the 

Chairperson or deputy chairperson.  

(2) In addition, another example of a universal change that needs to be made to 

reflect the fact that oral hearings will now be discretionary needs to be made to 

proposed subsection 14A(3A). This provision needs to be amended to clarify 

that the Minister can designate an ordinary member of FAC to deputise for the 

chairperson for the purpose of determining appeals, even where oral hearings 

are not held. This is not clear in the draft wording of subsection 14A(3A) 

because of the reference to this power being exercised for “hearing and 

determining appeals”, and it does not reflect the proposal to make oral hearings 

discretionary. [Emphasis added]. 
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1.6 Power of Minister to make regulations to provide for casual vacancies  

We welcome and agree with the proposal to give the Minister power to make 

regulations to provide for casual vacancies on the Committee (s. 14F(g)). 

However, the Bill as currently drafted does not specifically allow for FAC to act 

where there is a vacancy in the office of chairperson or deputy chairperson or among 

the ordinary members. Ideally a provision should be included which states that FAC 

can act notwithstanding such a vacancy. 

Precedent: ABP can act where there is a vacancy in the office of the Chairperson, 

the deputy chairperson or an ordinary member of ABP. An equivalent of Sections 

108(2), (3) and (4) of the Planning Acts should be specifically included to avoid 

delays in the event that the Chairperson’s or deputy chairperson’s office is vacant.  

Section 108 (2): “Subject to subsection (1), the Board may act notwithstanding a 

vacancy in the office of chairperson or deputy chairperson or among the ordinary 

members.” 

Recommendation: Include a provision to allow FAC to act where there is a vacancy 

in the office of the Chairperson, the deputy chairperson or an ordinary member. 

 

 

1.7 Definition of who is a “relevant person” with the right of appeal to FAC 

We welcome and agree with the proposal to define who is a “relevant person” for 

the purposes of bringing an appeal to FAC (Section 14A (4)). Our overriding 

observation is that any right to an appeal should reasonably be limited to persons 

who have participated in and made representations in respect of a licence application 

process and who are affected by a particular decision; not to undefined persons 

“dissatisfied” with a Minister’s grant of consent, as section 5 of the Agricultural 

Appeals Act currently provides.   

(a) Prior Participation Requirement: We welcome and agree that a third party 

must have made submissions or observations on an application to the Minister 

in order to be entitled to bring an appeal. We believe a person should also be 

affected by a particular decision.  

Precedent: The requirement to have made submissions or observations to be 

entitled to appeal is in section 37(1) of the Planning Acts.  

(b) No prior participation requirement where interest in adjoining land. We 

agree that a person with an interest in adjoining land who can demonstrate to 

FAC that: 

(i) a licence will differ materially from a licence applied for because of 

conditions imposed / varied; and 

(ii) the conditions will materially affect their enjoyment of the land or 

reduce the value of the land (section 14A (4)(b)(iv)),  

should be entitled to appeal.   

Precedent: This entitlement is in section 37(6)(d) of the Planning Acts. 
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(c) No prior participation for consultations bodies where they were not 

consulted but should have been. We agree that a prescribed consultation body 

(as defined) who ought to have been but was not consulted on an application 

should be entitled to appeal.  

Precedent: A similar entitlement is in section 37(4) of the Planning Acts, 

where a statutory consultee which should have been notified but was not is 

entitled to appeal. However, it is qualified by the entitlement of An Bord 

Pleanála to dismiss any appeal where it considers the body concerned was not 

entitled to be sent notice. 

“(a) Notwithstanding subsection (1), where in accordance with the permission 

regulations any prescribed body is entitled to be given notice of any planning 

application, that body shall be entitled to appeal to the Board before the 

expiration of the appropriate period within the meaning of that subsection 

where the body had not been sent notice in accordance with the regulations. 

(b)The Board may dismiss any appeal made under paragraph (a) where it 

considers the body concerned was not entitled to be sent notice of the 

planning application in accordance with the permission regulations.” 

[Emphasis added] 

Recommendation: We believe FAC should be given the power to dismiss any 

appeal made by any consultation body which was not entitled to be consulted, 

similar to An Bord Pleanála’s power to dismiss under section 37(4)(b) (above). 

(d) No prior participation for NGOs, subject to requirements.  

We accept that an environmental body (as defined) subject to the requirements 

specified in the Bill, may appeal to FAC without having submitted an 

observation in respect of an application.  

The Bill provides that an environmental body should be entitled to appeal 

where an appeal relates to an application for consent, or a Minister’s decision 

to suspend or revoke a consent or vary conditions and where an EIA screening 

/ EIA (submission of an EIAR), AA screening/ AA (submission of a NIS) is 

involved. 

This entitlement is also subject to the Minister being entitled to make 

regulations setting out other qualifying requirements which an environmental 

body must meet, including in relation to its membership, not for profit status, 

and its environmental protection aims (Head 14F). 

Precedent: Section 37(4)(c) and (d) of the Planning Acts provides that an body 

or organisation which promotes environmental protection and has done so for 

12 months before making an appeal, is entitled to appeal where an EIAR was 

required for an application, even where the body or organisation has not made 

any prior submissions.  
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1.8 Power of the Minister to issue General policy directives  

We welcome and agree with providing the Minister with a power to issue general 

policy directives (Head 14E). This is similar to the Ministerial power to issue policy 

directives to planning authorities under the Planning Acts. Section 14E provides:  

“14E.—(1) The Minister may from time to time issue such general directives 

as to policy in relation to forestry appeals as the Minister considers necessary 

and the Forestry Appeals Committee shall, in performing its functions, have 

regard to any such directives.” 

(2) Nothing in this section shall be construed as enabling the Minister to 

exercise any power or control in relation to a particular appeal with which the 

committee is or may be concerned. ” 

Precedent:  Section 29 of the Planning Acts.   

Recommendation: This power should be retained.  

 

2. PROPOSED PROVISIONS FOR INCLUSION IN DRAFT BILL 

2.1 Provide for a mandatory statutory timeframe for determination of appeals  

We believe that a mandatory statutory timeframe for determination of appeals is 

necessary for the speedy dispatch of the business of FAC, and to clear the existing 

back-log.  

The effectiveness of a mandatory statutory decision making timeframe has been 

proven in the context of the consenting of strategic housing development (“SHD”), 

where An Bord Pleanála has consistently determined SHD applications within the 

mandatory 16 week timeframe. This is in contrast to non-SHD applications where 

the statutory decision making timeframe of 18 weeks is aspirational only and An 

Bord Pleanála regularly does not meet the timeframe. 

Precedent: Applications for strategic housing developments have a mandatory 

statutory deadline of 16 weeks from lodgement of an application under section 

9(9)(a) of the Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act 

2016, as amended. Section 9(9)(a) provides: 

“The Board shall make its decision under this section on an application under 

section 4— 

(a) where no oral hearing is held, within 16 weeks beginning on the 

day the planning application was lodged with the Board or within such 

other period as may be prescribed under subsection (10), 

(b) where an oral hearing is held, within such period as may be 

prescribed.” 

Recommendation: Include a mandatory statutory deadline of 8 weeks for the 

determination of appeals to FAC specifically. If FAC sit in multiple divisions 

simultaneously, with a quorum of ideally 2 persons for standard application or 3 

persons for any complex applications, and there is no longer a requirement for a 

mandatory oral hearing, there is no justifiable reason why a mandatory 8 week 

timeframe for determination of appeals is not achievable for forestry appeals. An 8 

week decision-making timeframe is achievable for standard planning applications. 
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2.2 Provide that FAC must have regard to national, regional, strategic, economic 

and social considerations when determining appeals  

We believe that FAC should be required to have regard to the national interest and 

issues of strategic economic or social importance to the State when determining 

appeals. 

Precedent: Section 143 of the Planning Acts requires An Bord Pleanála to have 

regard to certain things when performing its decision-making functions, including 

considerations of strategic economic or social importance to the State. Section 143 

provides:  

“(1) The Board shall, in performing its functions, have regard to— 

(a) the policies and objectives for the time being of the Government, a 

State authority, the Minister, planning authorities and any other body 

which is a public authority whose functions have, or may have, a 

bearing on the proper planning and sustainable development of cities, 

towns or other areas, whether urban or rural, 

(b) the national interest and any effect the performance of the Board’s 

functions may have on issues of strategic economic or social 

importance to the State, and 

(c) the National Planning Framework and any regional spatial and 

economic strategy for the time being in force.” 

Recommendation: Include a provision equivalent to section 143 of the Planning Acts. 

The above considerations are particularly relevant when appeals to forestry consents 

are being determined, for the following reasons: 

(a) From a national perspective, timber as a material plays a critical contribution 

to sustainable building of the infrastructure required to be delivered under the 

National Planning Framework  

(b) From a national perspective, afforestation plays an essential strategic role in 

climate action, that is of significant social and environmental importance to the 

State 

(c) From a regional perspective, forestry supports 12,000 rural green-tech jobs in 

a sustainable sector, that is of fundamental strategic economic importance to 

the regions and, in turn, the State 

 

2.3 If an Appeal is rejected on the merits, provide FAC with the power to dismiss 

all associated similar appeals without needing individual hearings in respect of 

each appeal. 

We believe, given the nature of the appeals being made to FAC, that FAC should 

have the power to regulate how it deals with appeals and a duty to deal with appeals 

efficiently. Part of this would justify dealing with appeals, which deal with the same 

issue, at the same time. 

While every appeal must be decided on its own merits, a single oral hearing could 

group all appeals with the same issue together. This approach would be consistent 

with FAC’s discretion to treat two or more appeals as a single appeal under Article 

5 of the Forestry Appeals Committee Regulations 2018.  
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An appellant could be required to go through each proposed application individually 

to ensure that each appeal has been decided on its own merits and also that the 

broader issue common to all appeals have been determined in the same way. FAC, 

as a decision-making body is required as a matter of administrative law to ensure 

consistency in its decision-making.; i.e. that like decisions are made in a like 

manner. The principle of consistency in decision making is also supported by the 

line of authority that a planning authority or An Bord Pleanála cannot overrule their 

previous determinations unless there is a material change in circumstances.  (see 

Athlone Woollen Mills Co. Ltd v Athlone Urban District Council [1950] I.R. 1; The 

State (Kenny & Hussey) v An Bord Pleanála (Unreported, Supreme Court, 20 

December 1984) Grealish v An Bord Pleanála [2007] 2 I.R. 536 and Mone v An 

Bord Pleanála (Unreported, High Court, McKechnie J., 18 May 2010). The same 

reasoning equally applies to FAC, as a decision maker. 

We also believe that FAC should have the power to dismiss an appeal having regard 

to the nature of the appeal, including any question which in An Bord Pleanála’s 

opinion is raised by the appeal, and any previous consent granted.  

Precedent: Section 138(1)(b) of the Planning Acts (as set out above). Section 138 

of the Planning Acts provides: 

“(1) The Board shall have an absolute discretion to dismiss an appeal or 

referral— 

… 

 (b) where, the Board is satisfied that, in the particular circumstances, the 

appeal or referral should not be further considered by it having regard to— 

(i) the nature of the appeal (including any question which in the 

Board’s opinion is raised by the appeal or referral), or 

(ii) any previous permission which in its opinion is relevant.” 

Recommendation: Include a provision equivalent to section 138(1)(b) of the 

Planning Acts (as set out above). 

 

2.4 Regulations for decision making  

There is provision for the Minister to prescribe, by way of regulations made under 

the Agriculture Appeals Act 2001, as amended, what procedure should be followed 

on forestry appeals. See, e.g. sections 7 (2) and 15 of Agriculture Appeals Act 2001. 

Recommendation: For good administrating decision making, the Minister’s 

entitlement to make regulations should be broadened to require what an appeal 

should contain, including: 

(i) that the precise grounds of the appeal be stated for each individual 

appeal; 

(ii) how the stated grounds relate to the particular licence being challenged 

as distinct from other licences or licences generally; 

(iii) that competent scientific evidence be provided in support of the 

appellant’s allegations / complaints; 
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(iv) the personal or proprietary interest of the appellant on the matter be 

stated (to identify vexatious applicants, not limit appeals); and  

(v) why the person is dissatisfied by the decision challenged to be stated. 

Currently Article 4(3) of the Forestry Appeal Committee Regulations 2018 requires an 

appeal to contain only: 

(i) the name and address of the appellant and his or her nominated agent, 

if any, 

(ii) the full grounds of appeal including a statement of the facts and 

reasoning on which the appellant relies, and 

(iii) such documents, particulars or other information relating to the appeal 

that the appellant considers necessary or appropriate. 

 

2.5 Impose reforms of the judicial review process proposed for the planning regime 

to the forestry appeals regime 

Provide that judicial reviews may not be sought in respect of an alleged deficiency 

falling within any of the following categories: 

(i) clerical or typographical errors in the order or determination which is 

sought to be quashed, 

(ii) unintentional errors or omissions in the order or determination,  

(iii) text, or an omission of text, which has the effect that the determination 

or order as issued does not on its face accurately express the 

determination or order as intended, unless it can be shown that the 

applicant had previously applied for rectification of the deficiency 

concerned and had wrongly been refused that relief.  

This is very important because errors of language in appropriate assessment 

screening and appropriate assessment are often made and several judicial reviews 

have quashed planning decisions for this reason, notwithstanding the fact that 

substantively the law was complied with, but a mistake was simply made in the 

language used in the decision granting consent.  

Precedent: This has been proposed in the General Scheme of the Housing and 

Planning and Development Bill 2019 (Head 3(ii)).  

Recommendation: Include provision similar to Head 3(ii) of the General Scheme 

of the Housing and Planning and Development Bill 2019. The Forestry Regulations 

2017, Reg. 17(2) (judicial review of forestry decisions) would also have to be 

amended. 

 

 

 

END. 



 

To Whom It May Concern 

 
I am an employee of Woodfab Timber Limited and welcome the draft legislation and encourage its 
implementation. 

I I am aware of the long delays to licences caused by the FAC. At the current run rate it will take at 
least 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC and the number of appeals is 
increasing! The FAC in its current format simply cannot cope with the workload. The changes to the 
legislation should help this situation. The delays are hindering forestry activity and damaging the 
industry. It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose and to secure my job and the 
company I work for going forward.  
 
 
 
Kind regards 

 



 

As a substantial supporter of home grown timber in Ireland ,our business 
may be severely impacted if sawmills cannot access wood.  
This industry supports 12,000 jobs, many of throughout the country, 
supporting other local businesses and jobs. This will affect house building and 
DIY projects all over the country.”  
 



 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 
 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 



Good Morning 
 
“As a substantial supporter of home grown timber in Ireland ,our business may 
be severely impacted if sawmills cannot access wood.  
This industry supports 12,000 jobs, many of throughout the country, 
supporting other local businesses and jobs. This will affect house building and 
DIY projects all over the country.”  
 



                                                                                                                            28th August 2020 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
 

In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 

 

 

Proposals 

 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought 
to market, until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if 
required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” 
have a right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in 
the forestry application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they 
lose. 

5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals 
in a timely and fair manner. 

6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord 
Pleanála. 

 

 

This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  
Bad for jobs 

Bad for rural Ireland 

Bad for exports 

Bad for business 

Bad for our carbon footprint 
Bad for the public purse 

Bad for building 

Bad for renovating 

Bad for retrofitting 

Bad for the environment 
You have to ask -Who is this good for?  
 

Your sincerely 

 

 

Haldane Fisher Ltd 

 

 



Minister Hackett:  

• Abandon the proposed bill which limits appeals and impacts on the independence of the 
Forestry Appeals Committee.  

• Prioritize a focus on improving the quality of licensing decisions by addressing longstanding 
issues within the system, and correct the issues in forestry legislation.  

• Put the creation of a new forestry programme front and centre and ensure that it recognises 
community and environmental concerns  

• Reform the forestry grants system so that it incentivises delivery of a new positive forestry 
model.  

• Reject the Mackinnon report. It is the basis for the bill’s proposal to introduce fees for 
forestry appeals. It also contains other deeply problematic recommendations which will 
impact on our most sensitive sites for rare and endangered species and habitats. 

 



To whom it may concern, 
 
I am writing to you regarding North West Forest Services’ full support of the amendment to the 
Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar 
planning processes. 
 
As a business in the Forestry sector, the welfare of all our employees (as well as the 12,000 people 
employed in the sector nationwide) is dependant on operations pertaining to the smooth 
processing and awarding of felling licences in Ireland, this amendment is necessary and is pivotal 
to the future of our industry. 
 
Many thanks, 
 



 

Crowleyplant 

 

26th August 2020  
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Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a massive contribution to the Irish economy and supports over 

12,000 jobs. Sean Crowley Plant Hire is proud to be delivering and growing quality jobs, we 

provide over 30 jobs in Co Clare making a significant contribution to both direct and indirect 

employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs 

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Clare 

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 
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projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever-

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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1. Comments regarding the draft legislation 
Sean Crowley plant hire welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation 

with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Sean Crowley plant hire with respect 

to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 
o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 
o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 
o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 
o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Sean Crowley plant hire supports the proposal regarding the 

power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required 

to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  

 
 



P&M Feerick 
 
 
 
 
I support the forestry bill 2020To whom it may concern 
 
I wish to make a submission in support of the Governments’ proposed amendment 
to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001. 
As a forestry contractor the long delays in obtaining a decision on a felling 
licence, currently has a serious impact on my ability to obtain,  plan and 
maintain continuity of work, the unpredictability and not knowing when a 
forest can be felled not alone the length of time it takes to get a final 
decision is unacceptable it is clear the current system is not working. 
 
At Gleniber we have worked both for Coillte and for private forestry owners. 
We have witnessed a serious decline the amount of request for  tenders 
available from Coillte as well as the delays private individuals are 
experiencing in getting a felling licence decision. 
We have experienced the anguish and anxiety especially  in the elderly, who 
sometimes feel very vulnerable  for instance if they don’t have any support 
and maybe going through the felling licence process on their own, they often 
feel intimidated by the whole process. 
They simply don’t understand why, after participating in a lengthy forestry 
scheme, complying with all that they were asked to do and now when it is time 
to “reap their rewards” they are facing the uncertainty that they don’t know 
when they will receive a felling licence or if they will receive one at all. 
Some have said to us they fear “they won’t even live to see the fruits of 
their labour”. 
 
We understand and appreciate that every individual has the right to submit 
their views but we believe it would be a fairer and more workable system if 
the FAC was to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar 
planning processes. 
 
As a competent and professional contractor we, within Gleniber have always 
complied with regulations, any mitigation measures and take  environmental and 
climate change issues very seriously but at the end of the day, commercial 
forests are planted with the anticipation  that they will be felled. 
 
It is clear that the Forestry Appeals Committee cannot cope with the current 
workload and there are long delays between applying and obtaining  a decision 
on a forestry felling licence. Not alone is this damaging to the industry but 
it is hindering forestry activity and putting the livelihoods of people at 
stake. 
 
We support the reform of the Forestry Appeals committee. 
 
 
 
Yours Sincerely 
Declan Feerick 

 



JP Corry 

 

 

 

“As a substantial supporter of home grown timber in Ireland ,our business 
may be severely impacted if sawmills cannot access wood.  
This industry supports 12,000 jobs, many of throughout the country, 
supporting other local businesses and jobs. This will affect house building and 
DIY projects all over the country.”  
 



Patrick Lynch Firewood Ltd 
 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

Since the introduction of the new forestry licencing processing and issuing of forestry licences have 
been seriously impacted. We fully SUPPORT the amendment to the Agricultural Appeals Act 2001 to 
align the forestry licence and appeals processes with similar planning processes.  

We have a firewood business and biomass business if we cannot get a sustainable supply of pulp 
timber, it will be difficult to survive. 
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Jim O Sullivan Forestry contracting has been working in the forestry sector for the last 35 
years in establishment all the way up to felling in the early 1990’s. 
Marcus Forestry Ltd was formed four years ago in Caherciveen Co Kerry and we have been 
operating in forestry establishment all around Kerry, Limerick and north Cork. We are only 
two cogs in the wheel, a father and son combination with 9 employees and several 
supporting sub - contractors when thinking about the forestry sector as a whole in Munster 
but we feel our experience on the ground is of value and should be listened to.  
 
The forestry industry creates over 3500 direct jobs in Munster each year and provides many 
more jobs in spin off related industries. Since the 2009 global financial crash many rural 
areas we have been working in are in decline. We have seen shops, bars and restaurants 
close, we have seen house prices stay at same price and not increase like the rest of the 
country and we are finding it ever so hard to get young trained workers as there are little to 
no jobs and amenities in these rural places to keep our youth home. The primary industries 
in this country have always been the backbone of the economy and our culture especially 
going into hard times. When the last recession hit it was the primary industries that kept the 
country going until the economy improved and more jobs were created elsewhere. A prime 
example of this can be seen in the CEO points for Forestry and Agricultural jobs. Before the 
2009 crash Primary industries had a very low CEO points requirement to gain access to 
these third level college courses whereas after the crash the CEO points soared as many of 
our youth flooded back to these sectors in hope of finding employment. 
Today we are facing into a very unprecedented economic downturn due to the large debt 
levels around the world, the COVID 19 virus, the large wealth gap, Brexit which is looming in 
October not to mention the continuing trade wars happening between countries like the US, 
China and Europe. Timber prices are already starting to soar as supply is being diminished 
and we feel the time to act is now. Over the last year we have seen a steep decline in felling 
licenses being approved which is having a knock-on effect on the whole industry. This has 
been very worrying and disappointing as we feel we have been working hard to maintain 
and improve the environmental standards. We have worked alongside Coillte and our 
private forestry clients to maintain the utmost standards in water preservation and done 
everything in our power to foster good natural habitats in our forestry establishment work. 
Over 20% of all our planting is Native Irish Woodland. 
It’s hard to understand how this can be allowed to happen under the watch of our current 
government as the forestry sector is providing carbon capture, helping to hold and increase 
land prices, helping to increase forestry land cover which is currently at only 14% when our 
EU directives state we need to increase this to 20%, providing so many badly needed jobs 
and industries and last but not least providing a natural and sustainable product; timber 
which has many sustaible roles to play and is a needed and sustainable commodity. 
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Current Legislation Changes 
 
Jim O Sullivan Forestry Contracting and Marcus Forestry Ltd encourages the draft legislation 
with a few additional elements. Below we have outlined our recommendations: 
 

Heading 3 
 
Annual Reporting: 
We welcome the view of having an annual report. We feel an emphasis should be put on 
having timely delivery on decisions as this is holding the whole sector up. Resources should 
be made available to ensure FAC decisions can be delivered within two months of the 
appeal being lodged. 
 

Heading 4 
 
Chairperson: 
We recommend a deputy chairperson to help improve on current difficulties where the 
chairperson must be present for every appeal. 
 
FAC: 
We welcome the proposal to allow FAC to meet in sections and recommend that a division 
of the FAC should be able to operate without one of the chairpersons and be comprised of 
FAC board members only. 
 
Quorum: 
We recommend a committee should have 2 rather than 3 people in order to ensure the 60 
days review timeline is met in reviewing appeals. 
 
Criteria for membership: 
The FAC will be able to fully utilize the resources at its disposal by the removal of the 
requirement for a member of the FAC to be of a specified grade. 
 
Resources: 
The FAC should be adequately resourced in order to clear the current backlog and get the 
industry back on its feet again. 
 
Timeframe for appeals: 
As already mentioned, a decision on appeals should be made within 60 days. A statutory 
timeframe should be put in place for dealing with appeals, this approach has been adopted 
elsewhere in Governance such as the housing sector. This is extreme importance to ensure 
the licenses are made available if granted for closure on a project if deemed so. 
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Heading 5 
 

Payment of fees: 
The proposal regarding a fee for making an appeal is welcome. This is help to legitimize 
actual appeals from people only looking to stop the forestry industry for the whole country. 
 
Oral Headings: 
Marcus Forestry Ltd supports the proposal regarding the power of the chairpersons to 
determine whether an oral hearing is required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral 
hearings has created unprecedented delays. 
 
Ministerial Powers: 
We welcome the proposal for the relevant minister to retain the stated powers to issue 
directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is welcome. 
 
Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 
 
National Forestry Policy: 
Terms of reference for the FAC should make note of the obligation of the licensing system 
and the process for appeals to support national forestry Policy. The importance of the 
sector and who is employs and supports though out Ireland and its 2.3 billion contribution 
to the national economy have been recognized by successive governments. 
 
Appeals without sufficient ground: 
We recommend the chairperson be given the power to reject appeals with no merit or 
grounds. 
 
Site specific appeals: 
Valid grounds for appeal should be developed further to ensure all appeals are related to s 
specific site and are not used as a mechanism to object to national forestry policy. 
 
Appeals determination and procedure: 
The Chairperson of the FAC should determine precedent for existing appeals. This should 
avoid a situation of hearing repeated appeals and summarily issue the same decision on 
appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent factors. 
 
Lodging of Appeals: 
The minister should establish more stringent requirements with regard to applications to 
appeal; that is to say that an appeal should have grounds to back up the application. 
Evidence should be present for a site specific appeal and the appellant should be required 
to state their specific interest in the license that they are appealing. 
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Conclusion 
 

We are employers of 9 full time employees, have sub contracted about 9 month’s work each 
year to 4 Plant Hire companies who employ a further 6 drivers, we plant around 300 to 400 
Hectares each year which is about 750,000 to 1,000,000 trees each year. This creates jobs, 
creates carbon capture, creates beautiful forestry parks for locals to walk through, creates a 
sustainable eco friendly timber supply, creates spin off industries for a rural environment 
which is barely hanging on. The current system for appeals is doing untold damage to the 
industry, livelihood and our environment as we need trees to capture carbon. 
We ask that you take the time to read our findings above and thank you in advance for your 
work and help to keep this industry alive and thriving. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marcus Forestry Ltd: 
Owner and CEO  
 
Signature: Shane O Sullivan     Date: 26/08/20 
 
 
 
Jim O Sullivan Forestry Contracting 
 
Signature: Jimmy O Sullivan     Date 26/08/20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To whom it may concern, 
 
I am writing to you in support of the Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) 
Bill 2020. 
 
For so many reasons including the support of the forestry industry and the 
thousands of jobs that support it this is so important. 
 
Best regards, 
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Submission from the Irish Forestry Unit Trust. 
28th August 2020 
  



The Irish Forestry Unit Trust (IForUT) was established in 1994 to promote Irish retirement savings  
and charity investment in the forestry sector in Ireland. It actively manages a portfolio of woodlands 
spread through 26 different counties on the island of Ireland and is a significant supplier of timber to 
the Irish sawmilling industry. Since it was established it has grown to be one of the largest 
roundwood suppliers after Coillte. We have supplied an average of 220,000m3 of roundwood per 
annum for the past 8 years. That figure will more than double by the middle of this decade 

In addition to compliance with increasing and more costly statutory regulation IForUT has also 
embraced voluntary audited sustainable forest management standards through the FSC process and 
will soon adopt dual certification by the addition of the PEFC forest standard. 

Through its forest management, IForUT supports over 300 full time equivalent jobs in direct and 
indirect employment. IForUT’s forests sequester 287,000 tonnes of CO2 from the atmosphere 
annually and our forests include approximately 1,000 ha of biodiversity retention in addition to 
almost 600 ha of open space and 75 ha of protected riparian boundary. Over 100 km of rivers and 
streams are protected under our sustainable forest management plans. 

IForUT is committed to Ireland’s sustainable forest and climate future. 

 

The Licencing Crisis 
Like virtually the whole forest industry in this country, our ability to supply roundwood to support 
construction of housing and the raw material necessary in supply chain management has been 
seriously impacted by the backlog in processing licences and the excessive delays caused by a poorly 
functioning appeals process. This is the result of under-resourcing of government staff to undertake 
the necessary work to issue licences and also the impact of the lengthy and equally under-resourced 
appeals process. 

We have over 70,000m3 of timber available to the market which is currently held up in this process 
and with the extended time now taken to process future requirements, our ability to provide 
roundwood to sawmills in 2021 is seriously compromised. It can now take up to 2 years from 
application for a licence to when the licensed activity can take place. There is also a significant and 
growing cost burden carried by IForUT in relation to the application and administration procedures. 
Increasingly, additional staff time and resources must be allocated to addressing these forestry 
licencing procedures and appeals. 

At a time when the sector should be expanding to support Ireland’s climate policy it is threatened 
with contraction. If this crisis cannot be dealt with then the use of renewable timber in the 
construction of the country’s housing needs, as well as other end uses, will have to be substituted 
with the use of non-renewable carbon negative materials.  

 

Draft Legislation 
IForUT supports the proposal to amend the Agricultural Appeals Act. The draft bill is a good start to 
addressing some of the issues that continue to propagate the current crisis in the industry. 

With regard to the draft issued for consultation we wish to make the following comments: 



Head 3 
Reporting 
Given the current crisis, publishing a report up to 6 months after year end will do little to provide 
accountability for the performance of the appeals process. Ideally it should be produced within 2 
months and certainly no longer than 3 months to have any relevance or use. 

 

Head 4 
Composition of the appeals committee 
We support the proposal of appointing a deputy chair and sitting in divisions. A quorum of 2 persons 
would be more practical and, as is common in many organisations, those attending should have the 
power, in the absence of either the chairperson or deputy chairperson, to appoint one of those 
present to act as chair for that hearing. 

A timeframe of 60 days should be given, following the date of lodging an appeal, for a hearing to 
take place and a decision made. It is vital that sufficient resources are provided to enable the 
appeals committee to function within this timeframe. 

 

Head 5 
Procedures 
We support the introduction of fees for lodging appeals. This is common in other planning appeals 
processes.  

We also support the proposed power for the committee to determine whether an oral hearing  is 
required. We have had experiences where nothing was served by oral hearings and only further 
delayed the appeals process. 

The proposal for the Minister to issue directives such as in relation to national policy is important 
but should be more prescriptive – any hearing decision should be made in a national policy context. 

 

Further Proposals 
Grounds of appeal 
These should be confined to site and licence specific appeals and not as has often been the case an 
objection to national policy. 

The committee should also have the power to dismiss appeals where it sees no merit in them. Any 
appellant should also be required to demonstrate that they have a specific interest in that site in 
lodging an appeal in the first place. 

 

Summary 
We support the introduction of a bill to amend the Agriculture Appeals Act as a first step to 
addressing the current industry crisis.  

We support the provision of powers and resources to the Forestry Appeals Committee to do its job 
more efficiently and in line with national forest policy. 



Forestry is an essential part of Ireland’s Climate Action Plan. The current  licencing and appeals 
process is undermining that policy and this country’s sustainable future. Section 18.(1) of the 
Forestry Act 2014 puts the objective into law of determining licence applications within 4 months of 
the date of application. In our experience this is rarely, if ever, achieved. 

There is, along with amending the appeals process, a requirement to reform the licence issuing 
process and provide sufficient resources to allow it to function efficiently and in a timely manner. It 
should not place a burden on those who planted woodlands in the past in support of, and in line 
with national policy at that time. 

 

Brendan Lacey 

Managing Director 

Irish Forestry Unit Trust 



Birr Castle Estate 
 
 
 
 
We at the Birr Castle Estate fully support the proposal of the implementation of the Draft 
Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020. 
 
Birr Castle estate manages over 350 hectares of native woodlands and Forestry including Special 
Protection Area (SPA), and 72 hectare proposed National Heritage Area (NHA) and 114 Hectares of 
the Estates woodland is the proposed National Heritage Area (NHA).  
 
Each year we submit additional areas to native conservation grants which requires the selective 
removal mainly invasive species and softwoods. These felling licenses are often so delayed that we 
have to defer the works till the following year.  
 
 
  
 



Eirebloc 
 
 
 
To whom it Concerns 
 
We wish to lodge our full support for the recently drafted amendments to the Agricultural Appeals 
Act 2001. 
These amendments are critical to protect jobs in the forestry sector and related industries, in the 
short, medium and long term. They are also critical to ensure the afforestation programme can 
proceed with adequate conversion of land into forestry to meet our future requirements in terms of 
supply of raw materials, in terms of carbon capture, in terms of supply of renewable fuels & 
electricity using biomass, and in terms of increased forest cover in Ireland. 
 
We are making this submission as we manufacture composite pallet blocks from Wood residues 
created by the sawmilling industry. We directly employ 45 people in a rural area and export 85% of 
our production. We fully appreciate how important these amendments are in aligning the forestry 
licencing and appeals processes with similar planning processes, as well as improving the overall 
efficiency of this system. 

 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
  
 



25th August 2020  

  

ECC Timber Products 
Submission to Agricultural 
Appeals (Amendment) Bill 

SUBMISSION TO PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
 

SUBMISSION MADE TO:   FORESTRYBILL2020@AGRICULTURE.GOV.IE 

 

 

 
 

Submission from: 

ECC Timber Products 

Cornamona, 

Co. Galway 

Phone: 094 9548255 

Email: conorfahy@ecc.ie  
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland 

Forestry is a rapidly growing industry in Ireland. It has a huge role in Ireland’s obligations to 

mitigate climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along 

with important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can 

also meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. Forestry provides rural jobs, 

contributes to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation, and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The forestry industry is managed to the highest 

European standards. An annual contribution of approx. €2.3 billion due in no small part to 

the retention of 12,000 jobs. ECC Timber Products is proud to continue increasing our 

workforce as our company grows here in the west of Ireland. 

Over the next 10-15 years, the Forestry Industry is expected to double in size. ECC provides 

for approx. 370 jobs in county Galway making a significant contribution to both direct and 

indirect employment and the local economy. 

 

In summary, the Forestry Industry will play an important role across so many of the 

objectives laid out in the Programme for Government. The Forestry sector has huge 

potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

   

2. Current crisis  

It is no secret that the Forestry industry has a major problem with the current licencing issue. 

The introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and issuing of 

forestry licences have been severely impacted. The current system is totally out of control 

and needs major surgery. 

 

There is serious disruption across entire the forestry sector. Felling license approvals have 

at a rate only 20% of the required rate. Therefore, the industry is being starved of the 

necessary timber supplies. The severity of the impact is getting closer and closer to reaching 

its potential, both financially and with respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within 

months unless the current impasse is resolved. 

 

The Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) is playing a vital role in the current licencing 

problems. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding projects appealed but 

not yet processed. This is inexcusable. These appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since January, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 projects per 

month. It will take 16 months to clear the backlog at the present rate at which appeals are 
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being processed. This issue is further compounded by the rate of new appeals continuing to 

grow. The rate of new appeals far surpasses the rate at which they are being processed. In 

one day in early August, it is well known that objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes. It is very important to note that most 

appeals that are lodged are by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

ECC Timber firmly believes that this situation can be fixed but action is needed urgently 

before the hole gets any bigger where the forestry industry has no other alternative but to cut 

jobs to survive. This is a position that no one wants. 

 

3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

ECC Timber Products welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 

additional elements. Outlined below is the views of ECC Timber Products with respect to 

specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: ECC fully agrees with the introduction of a yearly report. This 

report should be used to measure the performance of the FAC. Sufficient 

resources should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered 

within 60 days of appeals being lodged. 

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: ECC welcomes the introduction of a Deputy Chairperson; this 

would assist in reducing the current difficulties where the Chairperson must 

be a participant in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: ECC welcomes the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in 

divisions and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate 

without one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members 

only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met. 

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  
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o Resources: ECC believes the FAC must be adequately resourced and have 

the appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 

 

• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: ECC welcomes the proposal regarding an introduction of a 

fee for appeals is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately 

resourced and brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: ECC supports the proposal regarding the power of the 

Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required to determine 

an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and unnecessary 

delays. 

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcomed by ECC. 

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy. 

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 
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its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  

 

4. Conclusion  

In conclusion, the current licencing process is not fit for purpose. The very fact that an entire 

Industry is potentially being grinded to a halt due to the inadequacies of a system says it all. 

The new legislation if delivered correctly has the power to fix the current crisis we find 

ourselves in. ECC delivers jobs to over 370 people in a rural part of Co. Galway. The 

situation is very simple, urgent action is required to fix the current pitfalls that are currently in 

place within the licencing process. 

 

PJ Fahy 

Director, ECC Timber Products 



Good Afternoon Martin, 

I am an employee of Glennon Brothers, but also live in Rathangan, Co Kildare, so am contacting 
regarding the emergency legislation coming before the Dail and the  crisis in the Forestry Sector in 
Ireland at the moment. This has the potential to cripple the industry, which employs people 12,000 
in communities all over the country. I know your portfolio is a broad one, but forestry has a role in all 
of them. The benefits from a climate change perspective and to further develop this industry as a 
Green Tech industry are huge, we have an climate advantage here in Ireland where we can grow 
trees and store carbon adding benefit to our climate change goals. 

The sawmilling industry has always been involved in developing new markets, after the 2008 down 
turn, Glennon Brothers developed a market in France for Irish grown timber and became the first 
and only Irish Sawmill to export timber to there.  

We supply many local hardware’s and builders merchants, with timber for housing developments to 
small DIY jobs, if we cannot get logs we simply cannot supply.  

This emergency legislation and further changes to the Forestry Appeals Commission are vitally 
important to this industry. 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 

• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 

• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

• People livelihoods are at stake here. 
  
 
From myself as a person who has worked in the industry for the last 20 years and the 12,000 others, 
we need your help and support in saving this industry. This legislation is vitally important as are 
further changes to the FAC, in order to keep us all in jobs and keep timber supplied to the 
construction sector, but also the pallet and packaging sector, which is vital in moving Irish 
manufactured products all over Ireland, Europe and the World. 
 
Thanks for reading my e mail and all the best in your role as Minister of State. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
 



25th August 2020  

  

Draft Agricultural Appeals 
(Amendment) Bill 2020 

SUBMISSION TO PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
 

SUBMISSION MADE TO:   FORESTRYBILL2020@AGRICULTURE.GOV.IE 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

submission from Mike and Pat Glennon 

(Joint managing directors) 

Glennon Brothers 

Kilnasavogue 

Longford 

Tel +353 (0)43 3350800 

info@glennonbrothers.ie 
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Introduction 

 

Since 1913, Glennon Brothers has been manufacturing high-quality timber products and is 

one of the leading timber processors in Ireland and the UK. With plants in, Longford, 

Fermoy, Troon and Edinburgh, Glennon Brothers provides a one-stop shop solution for sawn 

softwood in the British Isles.  

Products include kiln dried strength graded carcassing, which is predominately sold to the 

builders merchants sector, timber for the pallet and packaging sector, which keep goods 

moving, CLS for the timber frame manufacturing industry and fencing and decking for 

outdoor use. We also supply timber frame homes and engineered roof trusses, from our 

plants in Arklow, Longford and Troon. 

 

We also offer residual products such as wood chips, sawdust, bark, and shavings to various 

end use applications.   

 

We employ over 250 people in, Fermoy, Longford and Arklow directly, with a further 150 

plus, hauliers and harvesting contractors employed in-directly, throughout the country. 

 

Glennon Brothers contributes €50 million to the Irish economy annually. 

 

Key to our success has been the ability to meet our customer’s needs, something we are 

currently failing at.  This is due to the forestry licencing issue and will be catastrophic for our 

business and this industry, with customers being forced to secure imports of sawn timber 

and opening supply chains to replace the ones we have spent decades building.  It will bring 

significant job losses throughout the supply chain in Ireland and force business like ours, out 

of existence. 

 

Since the introduction of the, Forestry Act 2014, this issue has been developing.  The act 

imposes too much of a burden on landowners when making applications to either plant or fell 

trees in Ireland and driven by the fear of litigation from objectors, the Forest Service has 

further sought to protect itself by requesting continually more and more environmental 

information, not only about the site but also the surrounding land away from the application.  

Nowhere else in Europe demands this level of scrutiny and it has pushed the planting of new 

forests to a low not seen since the 1940s.  On the felling side, the burden has gotten so 

great, even our state-owned company Coillte, who supplies most of the sawlog currently, 

cannot meet the Forest Service requirements and have been forced to reduce their sales to 

the industry. 
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Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. If the government want to move Ireland from having one of the lowest 

forest-covers in Europe, 11% compared to the EU average of 34%?  If they want to address 

our climate change commitments, if they want to effectively meet our environmental and 

recreational ambitions, then we must have a Forestry Act that is fit for purpose and deliveries 

a commercially viable future for the industry? 

The multipurpose benefits of forestry are enshrined in the requirements of Sustainable 

Forest Management (SFM) and we desperately need a Forestry Act that deliveries on these, 

without getting bogged down in legislation. 
  

Current crisis  
 
The Forestry Act 2014 put in place the ability for anyone to appeal forestry licences, it did not 

clearly quantify, who could appeal, on what grounds, or how these appeals would be 

handled.  The result has allowed objectors to exploit this lack of clarity and bring the industry 

to a standstill.  There are now over 400 licences with the “Forestry Appeal Committee” 

(FAC), and they are only handling 25 per month.  In one day in early August this year, 

objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 

homes.  It will take two years to clear the back log, meanwhile lobby groups continue to 

appeal nearly every new application across the country, adding further to this backlog and 

extending even further the effect they are having on the industry. 

 

When a licence is approved by the Forest Service, it will meet all the requirements of SFM.  

The multiple benefits of forestry, environment, society and economy, are all considered and 

held in balance.  Any appeal must be relevant to the specific site and be of a significant 

nature to warrant further delay, to the approved licence.  It should not be available to lobby 

groups to use as a tool to stifle the industry, which is the case currently. 

 

If we fail to resolve this issue and put in place a more streamlined forestry act for delivering 

SFM licences, that allow the industry to grow.  Then the need for this country to meet its 

European environmental targets will not be met, and jobs will be lost throughout the industry 

and supply chain.  We will become a significant importer of sawn timber and will have failed 

to grasp a golden opportunity to broaden our land use.  This will be a loss to us all and future 

generations. 
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Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Glennon Brothers welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 

additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Glennon Brothers with respect to specific 

parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: We welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in 

divisions and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate 

without one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members 

only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Glennon Brothers supports the proposal regarding the power 

of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required to 

determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

• The forest industry in Ireland operates to the highest international certified standards. 

 

• The “Forestry Act 2014” is not fit for purpose and is leading to a jobs crisis in the 

industry. 

 

• The “Forestry Appeals Committee” has grown out of this act and is adding to this 

crisis. 
 

• Appeals to forestry licences must be relevant to the location, raise “significant” issues 

and not be used to stifle the industry. 
 

• All appeals must be concluded within 60 days of being lodged. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Glennon Brothers 

(Joint Managing Directors) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

        

 

 

Dear Minister Heydon,  

 

We hope you and your family are keeping safe and well. The crisis in our industry has 

continued to deepen, since our correspondence in July, please give this your immediate 

attention.  

The introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, has seriously impacted the 

processing and issuing of licences, leading to widespread disruption across the sector. 

Currently, felling license approvals are only at 25% of the required rate; consequently, the 

industry is being starved of the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, 

both financially and with respect to jobs, as sawmills will run out of timber within months 

unless the current impasse is resolved.  

This directly threatens jobs here in Counties, Cork, Longford and Wicklow, where we employ 

over 250 people directly and another 150 plus, in-directly. 

In addition, another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee 

(FAC) has caused significant difficulties. At present, there are roughly 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – this impact planting, felling and road building. 

Over the space of one week in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  At the present rate at which appeals 

are being processed it will take 15 months to clear the backlog and the rate of new appeals 

continues to grow. It is also worth noting that the vast majority of appeals are lodged by a 

small handful of individuals and target forestry policy generally rather than any specific 

project. 

This issue is severely undermining a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, 

contributes to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation, produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish 

economy and supports 12,000 jobs – all the more crucial as the economic fallout from the 

ongoing pandemic continues.  

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine has published a draft bill – the Draft 

Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 – to resolve this issue; a public consultation is 

ongoing with a deadline for submissions set for the 28th of August. I am attaching a copy of 

the submission from Glennon Brothers and have a number of specific asks of you in order to 

both highlight this crisis and bring it to a speedy resolution.  

To ensure the viability of the forestry sector and protect local jobs I am asking you to: 

1. Support the recommendations outlined in this submission which are crucial to 

solving the current crisis. 



2. Immediately raise this matter through direct contact with both Taoiseach 

Micheal Martin (acting Minister for Agriculture) and Minister of State Pippa 

Hackett.  

3. Raise this issue through: 

- written parliamentary questions to the Minister for Agriculture, Food and 

the Marine; 

- oral questions to the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine; 

- a private notice question when the Dáil returns;  

- and raise this matter as a topical issue when the Dáil resumes.  

I am including below a number of links to recent news articles on this issue which 

underscore the urgency of this crisis.  

I look forward to hearing from you in due course.  

 

Kind Regards,  

 

 

 

Recent Media Coverage on the Forestry Crisis: 

▪ Sunday Independent, August 9 2020 - Hardware sector warns it is facing wood 'crisis'  
https://www.independent.ie/business/farming/forestry-enviro/forestry/hardware-
sector-warns-it-is-facing-wood-crisis-39434715.html 
 

▪ Agriland – August 7 2020 - Forestry licence logjam: ‘All we’re meeting is more 
paperwork…and no decision’ 

https://www.agriland.ie/farming-news/forestry-licence-logjam-all-were-meeting-is-
more-paperwork-and-no-decision/ 
 

▪ Global Wood Markets Info - August 4 2020 - Ireland: Forestry crisis deepens as mills 
seek new supply 

https://www.globalwoodmarketsinfo.com/ireland-forestry-crisis-deepens-mills-seek-
new-supply/ 
 

▪ Business Post - August 2 2020 - Millions of trees destroyed as forestry sector is caught 
in tangle of planning and appeals 

https://www.businesspost.ie/agriculture/millions-of-trees-culled-as-state-stalls-on-
forestry-plans-4b350cac 
 

▪ Irish Independent - August 2 2020 - Forestry crisis deepens as mills seek new supply 
https://www.independent.ie/business/irish/forestry-crisis-deepens-as-mills-seek-new-
supply-39414540.html 

https://www.independent.ie/business/farming/forestry-enviro/forestry/hardware-sector-warns-it-is-facing-wood-crisis-39434715.html
https://www.independent.ie/business/farming/forestry-enviro/forestry/hardware-sector-warns-it-is-facing-wood-crisis-39434715.html
https://www.agriland.ie/farming-news/forestry-licence-logjam-all-were-meeting-is-more-paperwork-and-no-decision/
https://www.agriland.ie/farming-news/forestry-licence-logjam-all-were-meeting-is-more-paperwork-and-no-decision/
https://www.globalwoodmarketsinfo.com/ireland-forestry-crisis-deepens-mills-seek-new-supply/
https://www.globalwoodmarketsinfo.com/ireland-forestry-crisis-deepens-mills-seek-new-supply/
https://www.businesspost.ie/agriculture/millions-of-trees-culled-as-state-stalls-on-forestry-plans-4b350cac
https://www.businesspost.ie/agriculture/millions-of-trees-culled-as-state-stalls-on-forestry-plans-4b350cac
https://www.independent.ie/business/irish/forestry-crisis-deepens-as-mills-seek-new-supply-39414540.html
https://www.independent.ie/business/irish/forestry-crisis-deepens-as-mills-seek-new-supply-39414540.html


I Dave, wish to make the following submission regarding the recently drafted 

amendments to the Agricultural Appeals Act 2001.  
I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which need to be 

implemented urgently and in full. 
I am making this submission as I work in the forest products sector and 

understand how important these amendments are to enable the forestry 

licencing and appeals processes to work effectively and efficiently.  
 



As the Chairman of the Cambrian Ornithological Society in North Wales I am writing to raise our 
Society’s concern over the proposed bill. Our Society has very close links to Birdwatch Ireland and 
greatly share their anxieties about the effect reducing control over forestry activities. 
We total support Birdwatch Ireland in their response to the situation. 

• It is inconceivable in the time of a biodiversity crisis that community groups, 
conservation organisations and citizens could have limits placed on our ability to appeal 
forestry decisions by tightening the definition of who can appeal. 

• We call on the Minister to abandon her proposed bill which could weaken our right to 
have a say on where forestry is planted and could undermine the the independence of 
the Forestry Appeals Committee 

• Instead we call on the Minister to prioritise a new Forestry Programme that is 
landscape friendly, produces quality timber, safeguards all birds that are endangered or 
threatened and is citizen focused: 

• Correct serious issues with legislation governing forestry  
• Address flaws and issues with the licencing system. 
• Engage with environmental organisations on forestry policy and heed the science on 

biodiversity loss. 
 



Hi, 

Ecoplan Forestry fully supports the  amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 to 
align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar planning processes. 
The current system is an absolute joke. 
 



Dear Sir /Madam  

We John Deere Forestry Ireland have being involved in the forest industry from 1983, supporting our 
customers with the changes to mechanization through the 90s to where we are today. Locally we 
employ a team of 10 staff , with many multiples of people working off site supporting our customers 
and the business . Our business supports staff in many sub-contractors , Hotels , Haulage Transport 
Companies , Delivery companies and sub suppliers. 

Now with a dark cloud loaming we are facing a shutdown of the industry due to the delays of 
planting ,felling and road licenses with huge knock on negative affects. 

 

We are fully committed in supporting the proposed amendments to the bill to reform the FAC   and 
reach the objectives to : 

 

• ensure the proposed amendments are carried through to the final legislation and are not 
diluted in any way  

•  ensure the amendments are accompanied by sufficient resources and management to make 
them effective. 

 

 

In a very challenging year with Covid 19 and the unknown of Brexit it is with in the control of 
Department of Agriculture to make the changes to reform and support the FAC  and protect   jobs . 

 

 

 



For the attention of Pippa Hackett TD, Minister of State for Land Use and Biodiversity 

Dear Minister Hackett, 

I write to you as Cathaoirleach of the Bray Municipal District Council, on behalf of the people of Co. 

Wicklow who rely on its clean green woodlands for their income and recreation and on my own 

behalf as one of the many people shocked and concerned at the proposal to remove rights from 

ordinary people to participate in decisions made by your Department in relation to woodlands and 

forests in Wicklow and elsewhere in Ireland.  

Co. Wicklow has twice the national average of county forestry cover. About 70% of Wicklow’s forests 

are owned by the people and are in the care of Coillte. On the doorstep of Dublin, our tourism 

industry in Wicklow is 100% reliant on the County’s green environmental image.  

More recently, in this Covid-19 epidemic, the freedom and openness of the forests of Co. Wicklow 

have offered welcome respite to families coping with the very real challenges of social distancing in 

their everyday lives.  

Protecting Wicklow’s forests and their biodiversity is an issue that concerns us all, not only the 

privileged few who can afford to own properties adjoining woodland.  It came as a surprise to me 

therefore that any Minister, let alone a Minister with responsibility for biodiversity, would put 

forward legislation that seeks to restrict the rights currently held by any person to have their say in 

the public decision making processes that affect our forests and to contribute their knowledge to the 

protection of the species and habitats that we enjoy within our woodlands.  

By removing the rights of the general public to participate in appeals of decisions to cut down 

existing forests or to plant new forests or to build roads and other infrastructure through forests, the 

role of the public as a great environmental protectorate and watchdog will be removed.  In the 

future, if your Bill is enacted, only those private individuals who knew about a proposed forestry 

project from the start and made submissions at the beginning before a decision was made, or who 

own properties that adjoin the forest or who own the forest itself and those who can afford to pay 

the new fees to be charged, will be able to appeal a decision by your Department, regardless of the 

likely environmental effect.  

The Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 is a backward step for the protection of 

biodiversity. The way to address the current administrative backlog in processing forestry appeals is 

not to prevent the public from making appeals. What is required is a complete review of the forestry 

legislation, the proper staffing of your department to allow effective engagement with the public on 

biodiversity and a recognition that foresters must be assisted financially and otherwise in the 

obligation to engage appropriate experts to prepare full and proper environmental assessments of 

major forestry developments.  

The major success of the People’s Millennium Forests project where 1.2 million native trees were 

planted in the early 2000s and each household in Ireland was provided with a certificate 

acknowledging the planting of a tree on their behalf, illustrates the capacity that exists to engage the 

Irish public in the protection of our forests. Imaginative ideas like that, which draw in the public, are 

needed more than ever at this time when biodiversity in Ireland’s forests is at an unprecedented 

level of risk. The objective of your Department should be to engage the public, not shut us out from 

decisions about our shared environment 

 



Clare Public Participation Network (PPN)
Clonroad Business Park
Ennis, Co Clare. V95 N62T
087-1617375
admin@clareppn.ie 

August 27th, 2020 

SUBMISSION from Clare Public Participation Network (PPN)

in respect of the Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020

About Clare PPN: Clare PPN is a network of 296 community & voluntary,
environmental and social inclusion groups in Co Clare. Clare PPN has three ‘colleges’
which gathers the member groups in terms of their interests and activities – an
Environmental College, Social Inclusion College and Community and Voluntary
College. Clare PPN exists to facilitate the formal participation by the community sector
in Clare County Council's decision-making structures and to serve as a support and
information sharing network for the Community and Voluntary Sector in Clare. It is
funded jointly by the Department of Rural and Community Development and Clare
County Council but is autonomous and its activities are directed by its members through
an elected secretariat.

Clare PPN welcomes this opportunity to make a submission in respect of the Draft
Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 and we hope that our recommendations
will be given due consideration. 

Clare PPN is alarmed at the proposals contained within this Bill to severely limit the
rights of members of the public and of environmental NGOs to appeal decisions made in
respect of forestry activity. The Bill gives the Minister powers to specify a range of new
criteria that a group needs to meet in order to be eligible to appeal a forestry licence.
Clare PPN regards these as imposing severe limitations on which groups can engage in
the appeals process. 

Also of great concern is the negative impact this Bill would have on the independence
and operation of the Forestry Appeals Committee. The Bill reduces oversight by the
committee's chairperson and gives the Minister powers to issue directions to the
committee.

The introduction of fees for appeals against forestry applications (or against any other
development) is undemocratic and wrong. Ireland needs greater public participation,
collaboration and trust in the activities and decisions of government and State agencies.
Introducing fees creates an obstacle to public participation and sends a message that the
interests of developers are more important than those of the public.  

Website: www.clareppn.ie      Twitter: @clare_ppn      Facebook: www.facebook.com/clareppn/ 
Company #: 640531      Tax #: 3589612BH



The proposals in Minister Hackett’s Bill are a flawed attempt to address problems with
the forestry licensing system; these problems are in turn due to the very poor quality of
our existing forests. Ireland has a 'plant and abandon' forest culture, with no
development vision for forests, and a Forest Service that has not enabled best-practice
forest management. This has led to poor forest culture, resulting in the current stand-off
between NGOs and the public on the one hand, and the timber/forestry industry on the
other.

Clare PPN contends that a re-thinking of our forestry strategy is urgently needed to
consolidate our indigenous timber employment, biodiversity and habitat expansion, and
social cohesion through interacting with our forests. As Clare is one of the most forested
counties, with a good mix of forest types and strong hedgerows, it could be the ideal
place to start exploring new models through, for example, a new EIP (European
Innovation Partnership) community forestry/ agro forestry project. 

Clare PPN and its members were also surprised and very disappointed at Minister
Hackett’s approach to public consultation. The consultation process for this Bill was run
in August, with poor publicity. Also, no postal address was provided, which serves to
disenfranchise those who cannot make submissions via email.

Clare PPN is of the view that the proposals contained in this Bill are not what a new
Minister should be prioritising, and calls on Minister Hackett to revisit her priorities.
Clare PPN calls on Minister Hackett to abandon her proposed Draft Agriculture Appeals
(Amendment) Bill 2020, and instead to prioritise improving the quality of licensing
decisions by addressing longstanding issues within the system, and by correcting issues
in forestry legislation.

Finally, Clare PPN urges Minister Hackett to open a full and genuine public consultation
on Ireland's forestry policy and thereby take on board the views and expertise of those 
people and organisations who have strived over many years to create a more diverse, 
ecologically sound forestry that Ireland could be proud of. Hopefully, the outcome of 
such a process can be the creation of a new forestry programme that recognises 
community and environmental concerns. 
 
Any queries in relation to this submission can be directed to: newsletter@clareppn.ie 

Clare Public Participation Network
Clonroad Business Park, Ennis, Co Clare. V95 N62T
Tel: 087 1617375
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Glennon Brothers 
 
To whom it may concern 
                                             I am fully behind this new legislation my reasons being that My 
livelihood depends on this as I work in the industry. There are long delays to licences caused 
by the FAC and they cannot cope with the workload. This is hindering forestry activity and 
damaging the industry. It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose.  
We need this legislation passed to save our jobs and this industry. 
 
 
Regards, 

 



ASL Safety & Training Limited 
 
Good afternoon 
 
I am a Director of ASL Safety & Training Limited we are  involved in safety consulting, training and 
other services  with Coillte, Woodfab Timber, Roundwood Timber and many others involved in the 
timber industry. 
 
I am concerned at recent reports about the backlogs in the State’s forestry licensing and appeals 
system. This will directly impact on our business and the livelihoods of our 70 plus  employees and 
sub contractors. 
We have already experienced issues with avaialbiltiy for trees for Chainsaw and Felling Training 
Courses. 
 
I understand that there are long delays to licences caused by the FAC.  At the current run rate it will 
take 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC.  It is clear that the FAC simply cannot 
cope with the workload.  The changes to the legislation included in the draft bill should help this 
situation providing the FAC is adequately and quickly resourced.  It is vital that the FAC is reformed 
to make it fit for purpose.    
 
In summary I would like my support of the draft legislation to be noted 
 



Gordian Strapping Ltd 
 
Dear Sir or Madam,  
   
We are a UK based end of production line packaging equipment supplier, supporting forestry 
producers in the UK and Ireland with equipment, packaging and engineering support and 
service.  We support the proposed changes in the Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 
for the following reasons:  
   

• The current licencing process is delayed and disrupted by the FAC.  
• There is insufficient capacity in the FAC to cope with CURRENT demand.  
• The forestry industry is being restricted and damaged by the lack of capacity.  
• The FAC requires an overhaul to make it fit for purpose and to support growth in a 

sustainable industry.  
• There are many stakeholders involved in this industry and their futures are in part 

dependant on the proposed changes.  
   
Yours faithfully  
 



National Co-op Farm Relief Services Ltd 
 
Dear Sir Madam 
On behalf of National Co-op Farm Relief Services Ltd I want to note our support of the Draft 
Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020.  If Sawmills continue to have supply problems with 
timber or if this situation gets worse there will be a consequential negative impact on jobs in our 
organization.  To avoid job losses the draft changes need to be made to legislation. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 



Zena.Murphy
Pencil



Hi 

 

I am sending this email in support of the legislation because I feel that the  

forestry appeals committee cannot cope with the workload and many livelihoods  

depend on it. 

 

Kind Regards 



Irish Wildlife Trust (IWT) 
 
To whom it may concern,  
 
I would like to make a submission on the Agriculture (Amendment) Bill 2020 as proposed. The 
problems in the forestry sector are widely known and stem from lack of compliance with nature 
conservation laws. The fact that our forestry system is one of the main drivers of water pollution and 
species extinction is also well established. The bill, which no doubt has the full backing of the state-
sponsored forestry industry, will go nowhere in addressing these issues. In fact, they will increase 
the level of distrust which exists between the public and the forestry industry in the way it so 
blatantly seeks to silence their voices. I urge the Minister to reject this bill, which in any case is not 
likely to be compatible with the Aarhus Convention on the public right to access environmental 
decision-making. I also urge the Minister to urgently move to building a new system of forestry in 
Ireland which is nature-based and which people can be proud of. We need a system which the public 
is happy to invest in and which helps to address the biodiversity and climate crises.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 



Woodland Managers Limited 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
I have been working in forestry for the last thirteen years and as part of my job I have regular 
contact with contractors and their partners who often do their paperwork.   
There were worrying times in 2008 and 2009 but I’ve never heard as much concern about work as in 
recent months.  Unlike other sectors this is not related to Covid but because so many licences for 
forestry operations are being appealed.  
It is difficult to understand why this is happening.  We hope that the Minister’s Bill will help to solve 
it and ensure that we can continue to work and help other people to work then I wish to express my 
support for the bill. 
 



Drumhorc Pallets 

 

Good Afternoon, 

 

Drumhorc Pallets support the proposed changes in the legislation regarding the streamlining of 

Forest Licenses and appeals. 

 

We are doing this because we know;  

 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 

• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 

• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

• You support the proposed changes 

• People livelihoods are at stake here 

 

We ask you to pass these proposed changes in order to sustain the jobs in our industry. 

 

 



Goodwins Build & DIY Products 

 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

 

On behalf of Goodwins Build & DIY Products (a builder’s providers company), I want to put on 

the record our support for the Draft Agricultural Appeals ( Amendment ) Bill 2020.  

 

We fully support these amendments which need to be implemented urgently and in full. 

 

Both our branches in Dublin are strong supporters of the Irish Forest Products sector.  

We generally only buy home grown timber and cannot be in a position where Irish sawmills 

cannot supply us because they cannot get logs.  

We can already see that the delays in the Forestry Appeals Commission are causing delays, 

shortages and uncertainty in the sector.  

Without this legislation jobs will be lost and builders providers like ours will not be able to 

access timber to supply our customers. 

 

This emergency legislation and further changes to the Forestry Appeals Commission are vitally 

important to this industry. 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 

• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 

• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

• People livelihoods and businesses futures are at stake here 

 

Regards, 

 

Goodwins Build & DIY Products 

 

 



Treemetrics Ltd 
 

Dear sir/madam 

 The Forest Industry in Ireland can and does deliver myriad benefits to the economy, society and 

the environment.  These benefits are delivered in a number of ways: 

• Protection and enhancement of native flora and fauna 

• Protection of watercourses and flood alleviation 

• Carbon sequestration that offset about 5% of Ireland’s total annual greenhouse gas 
emissions 

• Sustainable supply of timber products that further embed carbon and displace material 
which have a much greater carbon footprint 

• Employment in rural areas where pharma, financial services and tech companies will not 
locate 

• Significant indirect and induced employment and economic stimulus 

  

For a sector that delivers such benefits to find itself hamstrung by “copy & paste” appeals on the 

grounds of a screening technicality is outrageous and a shocking indictment of the State’s 

handling of such environmental screening.  The Forest Industry is experiencing serious problems 

in maintaining a viable afforestation and harvesting programme due to these widespread appeals 

against planting, roading and felling licences so it is vital that you respond to the Department's 

invitation to comment on the Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020. 

It is obvious that such appeals are being orchestrated in a deliberate attempt to block the system.  

Online campaigns are easy to find where people with no knowledge of the specific cases or 

attachment to the relevant area, are being encouraged to submit appeals and do so readily as the 

portrayal of the forestry operation in question is seriously misrepresented and painted as being 

catastrophic in all cases.  To continue to enable this “mob” approach to stakeholder engagement 

is not appropriate and this Bill seeks to bring and end to it and to move to a system where 

relevant parties can engage in appeals in a manner identical to the general Planning Process.  

So, in summary, Treemetrics Ltd fully supports the  amendment to the Agriculture Appeals 
Act, 2001 to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar planning 
processes. 
 

 



Drumhorc Pallets 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 
 

Since the introduction of the new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted.  We fully support the amendment to 

the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with 

similar planning processes.  

 

We are doing this because we know;       

 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 

• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 

• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

• You support the proposed changes 

• People livelihoods are at stake here 

 

We ask you to pass these proposed changes to sustain the jobs in our industry. 

 

Drumhorc Pallets 

 

 

 

 



Diversion Green 

 

Dear Pippa Hackett, 

 
I am writing to object to the proposed changes to the Agriculture Bill 2020 limiting people's ability to appeal, this 

action seems to go against our rights as citizens to be included in the decision making process. The lack of genuine 

efforts towards the government in meeting its environmental commitments is rather concerning. The changes 

proposed by the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 is a disappointing example of how little our natural 

forests, resources and biodiversity and the commitment to lower C02 emissions by 2030 is being ignored. I now feel 

successive governments are failing this country, its people and our environment.  
 
The forestry appeal system is an essential safety mechanism to help prevent poor quality and flawed decision 

making, and to ensure ethical decision making and environmentally sound management of our forest lands. 

Therefore this appeal system should not be limited to particular individuals, groups and bodies.  
At this time tree planting, forestry management, resource management and collective action by Ireland as a 

community is one of the best solutions for mitigating the effects of our climate we are dealing with at the moment.  
 
Kind Regards 
 

Diversion Green 
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Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine 
Agriculture House, Kildare St. Dublin 2. D02 WK12 
28 February, 2020 

By email only: ForestryBill2020@agriculture.gov.ie. 
 
Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 – Submission to Public Consultation 
 
The purpose of the proposed legislation is defined in the Program for Government as to ‘Implement 
the MacKinnon Report and review the forestry appeals process to ensure it is aligned with other 
comparable appeals processes.  
 
While we would have legal and ethical concerns about the possibility of the general policy directives 
undermining the appeals board’s independence: 
 

14E.—(1) The Minister may from time to time issue such general directives as to policy in 
relation to forestry appeals as the Minister considers necessary and the Forestry Appeals 
Committee shall, in performing its functions, have regard to any such directives 

 
and for any restricting of standing for an appeal as a ‘relevant person’: 
 

(iii) a person who has, in accordance with regulations for the time being made under section 
6, 10, 17, 22 or 30 of the Act of 2014, made submissions or observations in writing to the 
Minister, or officer of the Minister in relation to an application referred to in subparagraph (i) 
or a decision of the Minister referred to in subparagraph (ii); 

 
and particular concerns about introducing the concept of an ‘Environmental Body’ given that under 
the relevant EU Directive ‘the public concerned’ is defined as ‘non-governmental organisations 
promoting environmental protection and meeting any requirements under national law’ who ‘shall be 
deemed to have an interest’: 
 

the additional requirements which an environmental body referred to in section 14A(4)(b)(vi) 
shall satisfy in order to make an appeal under paragraph (c), being (i) in relation to its 
membership 

 
we address at this time only:  
 
“14B (1) The Minister may charge such fees as he or she may prescribe for an appeal under section 
14A(4) and different fees may be charged for different classes of such appeal.’ 
 

mailto:admin@friendsoftheirishenvironment.org
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The Argument 
The imposition of a participation fee which was once acceptable has been made legally unacceptable 
through three subsequent developments: The Aarhus Convention, EU Directive 2003/35/EC, and the 
Sustainable Development Goals {SDGs] as reflected in the European Green Deal. 
 
It is now understood that full and unhindered participation is the only way that Governments can bring 
their citizen with them to support the increasing hard decision required as the impacts of climate 
change undermine our infrastructure and threaten human well being. 
 
 
Origins of the concept of a participation fee 
The Mackinnon Report, entitled ‘Review of Approval Processes for Afforestation in Ireland’, was 
commissioned by the previous Government and published in November 2019. It states that the 
opportunities that people have to comment and object to forestry proposals represents ‘a barrier to 
efficient decision-making’.  
 
The author argues that the case for the introduction of fees for third-party submissions is ‘unarguable’ 
as ‘an appeals system which allows third parties, at no cost, to challenge decisions of the Department 
has created further delays with significant administrative costs’. The Report refers to the €20 fee 
introduced under the Planning Act 2000 to comment on planning application before local authorities. 
 
Disgraced Taoiseach Bertie Ahern highlighted this view of a world without objectors when he stated 
in January 2005: 
 

 “I would like to have the power of the Mayor [of Shanghai] when he decides if he wants to 
do a highway, if he wants to by-pass an area he just goes straight up and over. I know that is 
not going to happen at home. I would just like that, when I am trying to put it on the ground, 
that we get through the consultation process as quick as possible.” 

 
While no records were kept of the number of objections received previously to the introduction of the 
planning fee in 2000, interviews carried out by this organisation of senior planners suggested a cut in 
objections of at least 50%. 
 
We examined the submissions that were made to the Department of the Environment at the time. 
The County and City Management Association, 67 civil society groups and a wide range of individuals 
were virtually uniform in their objections: planning authorities gained much relevant information and 
the decision-making process was improved though public submissions. 
 
 
Legal Turning Point 
The Judgment of the Supreme Court on 31 July 2020 quashing the National Mitigation Plan after our 
challenge clarified that environmental bodies cannot rely on human and constitutional rights. NGOs 
cannot claim the rights to life and bodily integrity, for example - as these are ‘personal rights which 
FIE itself [as a corporate body] does not enjoy’. 
 
But the citizens have the right to claim these rights when addressing decisions by authorities that may 
adversely affect them and the State ‘shall’ assist their participation in decision making. This is because 
we now realise that genuine civic engagement and public participation is critical to an effective system 
of environmental governance. 
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How a fee is contrary to three new legal measures 
 
Aarhus Convention  
The Aarhus Convention originates in the 1992 Rio Declaration, specifically Principle 10 on the 
Environment: 
 

‘Environmental issues are best handled with the participation of all concerned citizens, at the 
relevant level. At the national level, each individual shall have appropriate access to 
information concerning the environment that is held by public authorities, including 
information on hazardous materials and activities in their communities, and the opportunity 
to participate in decision-making processes.’ 
 

The fee to comment on planning applications was introduced before Ireland ratified the UNECE 
Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in 
Environmental Matters, otherwise known as the Aarhus Convention, in June 2012.  
 
The Convention entitles the public to be informed about plans that may impact on the environment: 
 

‘Each Party shall provide for early public participation, when all options are open and effective 
public participation can take place’. 

and 
 The public concerned shall be given early and effective opportunities to participate in the 
environmental decision-making procedures referred to in Article 2(2) and shall, for that 
purpose, be entitled to express comments and opinions when all options are open to the 
competent authority or authorities before the decision on the request for development consent 
is taken. 

 
The Convention further requires that 
 

‘Arrangements are to be made by public authorities to enable the public affected and 
environmental non-governmental organisations to comment on, for example, proposals for 
projects affecting the environment, or plans and programmes relating to the environment, 
these comments to be taken into due account in decision-making, and information to be 
provided on the final decisions and the reasons for it.’ 

 
A fee to participate in decision making is not compatible with the obligations of this Convention. 
 
 
SDGs and the European Green Deal 
The 2030 Agenda (SDGs), initially adopted by the United Nations in September 2015, is now a central 
policy framework intended to guide EU policy and decision-making. It is a sustainable development 
agenda which is integrated and indivisible.   
 
The 2030 Agenda requires the EU to achieve much greater integration of, and balance between, its 
macro-economic, environmental and social policy-making.  
 
The Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 falls within this EU 2030 Agenda which is based on 
the SDGs which requires ‘broad and informed public engagement’.   
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There is a clear role for public involvement in monitoring the implementation of SDG 15, for example, 
which specifically requires sustainable forestry.  
 

Protect, Restore and Promote Sustainable Use of Terrestrial Ecosystems, Sustainably Manage 
Forests, Combat Desertification, and Halt and Reverse Land Degradation and Halt Biodiversity 
Loss 

 
and target 16.7 which imposes on Governments a duty to 
 

 ‘ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative decision-making at all levels’. 
 
These SDGs were specifically designed to strengthen civil society and to allow it to fulfil a crucial role 
in decision making that this legislation will undermine. 
 
 
EU Directive 
The relevant EU Directive [Directive 2003/35/EC] states in its preamble 
 

‘Effective public participation in the taking of decisions enables the public to express, and the 
decision-maker to take account of, opinions and concerns which may be relevant to those 
decisions, thereby increasing the accountability and transparency of the decision-making 
process and contributing to public awareness of environmental issues and support for the 
decisions taken.’ 
 
‘Participation, including participation by associations, organisations and groups, in particular 
non-governmental organisations promoting environmental protection, should accordingly be 
fostered, including inter alia by promoting environmental education of the public.’ 

 
How is the barrier of a fee compatible with the requirement to that participation ‘should accordingly 
be fostered’? 
 
The Directive refers to the Aarhus Convention, highlighting the central thrust of modern legislation 
 

‘Among the objectives of the Århus Convention is the desire to guarantee rights of public 
participation in decision-making in environmental matters in order to contribute to the 
protection of the right to live in an environment which is adequate for personal health and 
well-being.’ 

 
stating, somewhat ironically in the subject case:  
 

for the future, public participation requirements in line with the Århus Convention will be 
incorporated into the relevant legislation from the outset. 
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Conclusion 
 
As we stated above,  
 

‘It is now understood that full and unhindered participation is the only way that Governments 
can bring its citizen with them to support the increasing hard decision required as the impacts 
of climate change undermine our infrastructure and threaten human well-being’. 

 
Ahern’s dream of a Chinese dictatorship has dominated Irish economic thinking. The public’s right to 
comment must be restricted in every way possible as ‘an appeals system which allows third parties, 
at no cost, to challenge decisions of the Department’ is the cause of ‘delays with significant 
administrative costs’. 
 
McKenna sees unconditioned public participation as one of the ‘major barriers to the achievement of 
the Irish Government's target for forestry planting.’ In bold, he declares  

 
‘The case for placing third party rights of appeal on forestry on a similar financial basis to 
planning is unarguable. Fees should be introduced as a matter of urgency for making a 
submission on an application and lodging an appeal. These should be in line with the 
comparable planning fees.’ 

 
The introduction of fees is only ‘unarguable’ if you, like Bertie Ahern, wish for a world where 
Government believe the people are to be scorned and disenfranchised and the rulers live in an 
untouchable privileged bubble of their own.  
 
Democracy is being undermined by the increasing restrictions on public participation in Irish civil 
society. Bridges have not been built between communities seeking their rights and our local and 
national authorities. In fact, the opposite has happened: walls are being incrementally erected by 
administrators to keep out citizens unless they comply with multiplying and onerous conditions. 
 
As the pressures on the environment increase in the coming years and sacrifices are required to 
address the consequences of climate change, it is increasingly important to resist legislation like this 
which will compound the growing alienation between citizens and their rulers.  
 
Participation must be encouraged as alienation can only have the utmost dire consequences in 
ultimately creating civil unrest and a breakdown in democracy. Bertie may have his way in the end. 
 
Yours, etc., 
 
Tony Lowes 
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Treemetrics Ltd 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 Since the introduction of the new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and issuing of 

forestry licences have been seriously impacted.  We fully support the amendment to the Agriculture 

Appeals Act, 2001 to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar planning processes.  

Our company Treemetrics Ltd has been seriously impacted by the resultant delays. Our clients are not in 

a position to generate the necessary timber sales cash flow to hire our services. This is having a massive 

impact on our company and we have had to cut costs resulting in job losses.  

  

Treemetrics Ltd 

 



JP Corry 

 

As a substantial supporter of home grown timber in Ireland ,our  business 

may be severely impacted if sawmills cannot access wood.  
This industry supports 12,000 jobs, many of throughout the country, 

supporting other local businesses and jobs.  This will affect house building and 

DIY projects all over the country.”  
 

Many thanks  
 

 
 

JP Corry 

 



Greenbelt  

 

To whom it may concern: 

 

“I support the amendment to the Forestry Appeals Act” 
 

 



Eldron Logs Ltd 

I Gearoid Sheridan on behalf of Eldron Logs Ltd, wish to make the 

following submission regarding the recently drafted amendments to 

the Agricultural Appeals Act 2001.  

I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which need to be 

implemented urgently and in full. 

I am making this submission as I work in the forestry sector and 

understand how important these amendments are to align the forestry 

licencing and appeals processes with similar planning processes and to 

improve the overall efficiency of this system. 

  

Regards 

Eldron Logs Ltd  

 



To whom it concerns,  
 

We at Save Leitrim reject the Forestry Bill 2020  
We call on Minister Pippa Hackett to: 
 

• Abandon her proposed bill which limits appeals and impacts on the independence of 
the Forestry Appeals Committee. 
 

• Prioritise a focus on improving the quality of licensing decisions by addressing 

longstanding issues within the system, and by correcting issues in forestry legislation. 
 

• Put the creation of a new forestry programme front and centre and ensure that it 
recognises community and environmental concerns 

 

• Reject the Mackinnon report. It is the basis for the bill’s proposal to introduce fees for 
forestry appeals. It also contains other deeply problematic recommendations which will 
impact on our most sensitive sites for rare and endangered species and habitats. 
 

Le meas, 
 

Justin Warnock, Gerry Dolan, John Brennan, Edwina Guckian, Pat Munday, Adrian 
Kelly, Jim McCaffrey, Denis McCaffrey, Sean McLoughlin, Tommy Earley on behalf of: 
 

 

Save Leitrim Group (Save Leitrim Environmental and Biodiversity CLG) 
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1 | P a g e  
JOHN FAHEY PLANT HIRE 

 

1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

 

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. John Fahey Plant Hire is proud to be delivering and growing quality 

jobs, especially in our rural communities.  

We provide 4 jobs in County Clare making a significant contribution to both direct and 

indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

 

 

   

2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  
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There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in County Clare. We have been working with Coillte for over 20 Years.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

John Fahey Plant Hire welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation 

with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of John Fahey Plant Hire with respect 

to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

Oral Headings:  
  

o JOHN FAHEY supports the proposal regarding the power of the 

Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required to determine 

an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and unnecessary 

delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

o  

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 
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lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  

 

4. Conclusion  

 

As the Forestry Industry is at crisis point, we have been seriously impacted by this, 

especially this year, turnover  is down 80%, I am very worried about the future as we have 

been in this industry for so long (20 Years), what are we going to do? and what will my 

employees do, If I have to let them go. As far as we are concerned, Coillte Ireland has the 

lowest carbon footprint in any Industry in this Country. So you have people that are ignorant 

of Coillte operations objecting for no valid reason what so ever. This should not be the case. 

Signed by: 

John Fahey 

--------------- 

 

 



Abbeylawn Garden Products Ltd 

To Whom It May Concern 

 I am a Director of Abbeylawn Garden Products Ltd., Which is directly involved in the Timber industry. 

 I am concerned at recent reports about the backlogs in the State’s forestry licensing and appeals 
system.  This risk pushing ours and the haulage industry into crisis, endangering jobs in our industry.  
This will directly impact on our business and the livelihoods of our 16 employees. 

 I understand that there are long delays to licences caused by the FAC.  At the current run rate, it will take 
18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC.  It is clear that the FAC simply cannot cope with 
the workload.  The changes to the legislation included in the draft bill should help this situation providing 
the FAC is adequately and quickly resourced.  It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for 
purpose.   

 In summary I would like my support of the draft legislation to be noted. 

Thanking you 

                                                                                                                                                                   
 ABBEYLAWN GARDEN PRODUCTS LTD.  

  

 



Dublin Providers Limited 

 

To Whom It May Concern 

 

 

On behalf of Dublin Providers Limited I want to put on the record our support for the Draft 

Agricultural Appeals ( Amendment ) Bill 2020 .  

 

We fully support these amendments which need to be implemented urgently and in full. 

 

Our branches all over Ireland are strong supporters of the Irish Forest Products sector and can see 

that the delays in the Forestry Appeals Commission are causing delays and uncertainty in the 

sector. Without this legislation jobs will be lost and Builders Providers like ours will not be able 

to access timber to supply our customer. 

 

 

Kind Regards 

 
___________________ 

JOHN PEARE  

MANAGING DIRECTOR 

DPL Group Ltd., Old Kilmainham Road, Dublin 8. 

Tel: +1 4531046 Fax: +1 4541622  

www.dpl.ie  

 

 

http://www.dpl.ie/
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Ger O Grady Haulage is proud to be contributing towards this industry 

that also helps sustain quality jobs in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the 

sector will double in size. We provide 740 jobs in Co. Tipperary making a significant 

contribution to both direct and indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

The forestry industry is a readymade sector that has potential to grow sustainable local and 

green jobs.  

  

   

2. Current crisis  

Currently the forestry industry is at crisis point. The steps that were implemented previously 

to ensure smooth operations to a high standard are been diminished by the introduction of 

new forestry procedures in 2019. For example the processing and issuing of forestry licences 

have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for purpose and the ability to 

operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies and procedural barriers, 

which exist nowhere else in Europe.  
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There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Tipperary.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Ger O Grady Haulage welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 

additional elements.  

Outlined below is our view with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside 

some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of the 

FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the appropriate 

manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all appeals are decided 

upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should be 

issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of fundamental 

importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Ger O Grady Haulage supports the proposal regarding the 

power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required 

to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the stated 

powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to support 

national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed to 

ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC should 

establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a situation 

of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new issues. If an 

appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine its backlog of 

existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the same decision on 

appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 
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appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  

 

4. Conclusion  

 

In order for our forestry industry to continue to work efficiently in the current climate and to 

contribute towards many areas such as employment, the local economy and climate control 

we need the above points to be recognised. We need the timeframes for decisions to be 

reduced thus allowing us to plan our work. We also need the recommendations regarding the 

FAC to be more efficient in terms of timing and decision making to reduce the backlog of the 

appeals that is there at present. 

 

 

Gerard O Grady 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Submission to Minister of Agriculture  
 

Regarding: amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001  
 
I conditionally support the amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 to align the forestry 
licencing and appeals processes with similar planning processes.  

Subject to the Minister and the Department of Agriculture and the Forest Service taking 
on board a review of the ways and means whereby Forestry is recognised developed and 
managed.  
There a number of glaring issues which if prioritised for resolution years ago could 
have fed into a much better system of Forestry development  
Ireland is one of the few countries in Europe that does not have precise and detailed 
maps of how land is used and how land use is changing over time.  
Irish researchers have been aware for some time that the lack of accurate data on land 
cover has prevented accurate monitoring and assessment of land use and therefore the 
ability to accurately predict and prevent pollution, flooding and other effects caused by 
climate change, urban sprawl and agricultural practices.  
This lack is in my opinion one reason why we are now facing this crisis in Forestry  
The EPA is supporting the OSi to complete the mapping methodology and from 
September, the mapping process will begin across Ireland with the aim to have it 
completed by the end of 2020.  
Has this been achieved, and will it be available to the public?  
If politicians fail to take radical action, they will be denounced as Oliver Cromwell did in the House of 
Commons in 1653:  
"It is high time for me to put an end to your sitting in this place...Ye are grown intolerably odious to the 
whole nation; you were deputed here by the people to get grievances redress’d, are yourselves gone! 
So! Take away that shining bauble there and lock up the doors.  
In the name of God, go!”  
Probably relevant in 1653: I propose that it is becoming much more relevant now.  

I have chosen to include below: commentary by Robert Watt that should also be 
considered in relation to this attempt to resolve the crisis in Forestry  
“In September 2019 at the Dublin Economics Workshop conference in Wexford, Robert Watt, secretary-
general of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, said, "Delivering on the ambitions in the 
National Planning Framework and Project Ireland 2040 are essential to the development of proper  



functioning communities that can sustain growth. NIMBYISM (not in my backyard syndrome) and poor land 
use management are the greatest risks to this."  
Ireland and the UK have dysfunctional planning systems. Hence my conditional support for the proposed 
changes.  
John Moran, the former secretary-general at the Department of Finance and now the head of the Land 
Development Agency said in his address to the Dublin Economics Workshop conference, according to The 
Irish Times, that current planning guidelines were completely out of kilter with “densified” urban 
development and sustainable transport of the kind we see in European capitals such as Copenhagen. The 
prospect of having an additional 2m people in the country by 2050 requires a complete rethink of how people 
live, he said.  
The above comments by John Moran have also a bearing on whether Rural Ireland and Forestry as a land use 
will thrive and prosper or wither and die.  
The Teagasc map of the month illustrating cropland in Ireland can be used in the considerations of how best to 
serve the objectives of resolving this crisis  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Essentially coloured areas are cropped lands which therefore means that non coloured areas may be suitable 
for forestry. The map above is a stark reminder of how little of the land is actually viable for cropping as 
opposed the land that may be viable for Forestry. The critical issues preventing rational safe and viable forestry  



development in my opinion lies more with the mismanagement of our nations assets, people, and resources by 
the policy makers than any other single thing  
I think it behoves the Minister and the Department to seriously consider what value they bring to Forestry and 
the people and the environment and habitats that rely on this resource for survival and a living.  
Alternatively, in the words of Cromwell “In the name of God: Go! “ 

Treedimensions  



Friday 28th August 2020 

ForestryBill2020@agriculture.gov.ie 

 

 

Environmental Pillar of Kerry Public Participation Network (PPN) 

 

Submission to Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine 

for 

Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 – Public Consultation 

 

Regarding the Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 the Environmental Pillar of the Kerry 

PPN finds that the Bill is contrary to UN Sustainable Development Goal 16 – to promote peaceful and 

inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, 

accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels   

For this reason, we call on the Minister to:  

• Abandon the proposed Bill which limits appeals and impacts on the independence of the 

Forestry Appeals Committee.  

• Prioritise a focus on improving the quality of licencing decisions by addressing longstanding 

issues within the system and by correcting issues in forestry legislation.  

• Put the creation of a new forestry programme front and centre and ensure that it recognises 

community and environmental concerns. 

• Reform the forestry grants system so that it incentivises delivery of a new positive forestry 

model.  

• Reject the Mackinnon report. It is the basis for the Bill’s proposal to introduce fees for 

forestry appeals. It also contains other deeply problematic recommendations which will 

impact on our most sensitive sites for nature. 

 



To whom it may concern,             
  I am Managing Director of Macroom Haulage Ltd, based in Co. Cork.  It is a family run business since 
1983.  We employ over 80 people directly and numerous Sub-Contractors in the haulage sector. 
I have been working in the Forestry sector for over 35 years through sawmills such as Palfab and GP 
Wood, and through round log haulage with Coillte. The recent issues with felling licences has caused 
a financial strain on my business and if it is not resolved soon, Macroom Haulage will face serious 
difficulties, with the result of job losses. Our livelihoods and the livelihoods of our employees 
depend on the Forestry sector 
  
  
I strongly support this Forestry Bill. 
  
 



Organic College  
 
Dear Minister Hackett and the Government of Ireland,  
An tIonad Glas, the Organic College would like to submit our objection on behalf of the graduates, 
students and staff of the Organic College to the proposed changes to the Forestry appeals process as 
detailed in the Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020.    
We have long been aware of issues that farmers and communities have had with the forestry model 
promoted and instigated in Ireland.  An emphasis on monocultural sitka spruce plantation forestry, 
the wholesale use of fungicides, insecticides and clearcut harvesting has had devastating impact on 
local communities, water systems and biodiversity such that many of our graduates and students 
have been involved in objecting to the extension of such a dysfunctional model into their areas.  
The solution to the problem is not to silence dissenters but to change the forestry model.  The 
proposed changes to the Agriculture Appeals process seem to want to curtail Irish citizens' rights to 
protect their local environment or the environment of land that they hold dear even if it is not local 
to them.  It would appear that these proposed changes to the Agriculture Appeals process would 
make a mockery of the Habitats Directive, The Birds Directive, The Environmental Impact 
Assessment Directive and the AArhus Convention, all of which Ireland is subject to under the 
European Union.    
The proposal to curtail environmental NGOs with the right to object to the chosen few, perhaps just 
those who toe the Governments line is also draconian and directly in opposition to the Aarhus 
Convention and amounts to a gag order, not what we as a country needs when environmental 
engagement and advancement are to be lauded and encouraged.  
We submit that you should discard this amendment bill, and go back to redrafting the forestry 
model to be more in line with the Habitats Directive, the Birds Directive and with the safeguarding 
and encouragement of Biodiversity and National Heritage in our wonderful country.  
Yours Sincerely,  
  
 


