
Mcnamaraplanthire  

 

we Mcnamaraplanthire wish to make the following submission regarding the recently drafted 

amendments to the agricultural appeals act 2001 

i wish to state that we fully support these amendments which need to be implemented 

urgently and in full  

we are making this submission as we work in the forestry sector and understand how 

important these amendments are to align the forestry liciencing and appeals processes with 

similar planning processes and to improve the overall efficiency of this system  

 

 

mcnamaraplanthire  

 



Timberhaul 
 
I support commercial forestry  
Regards  

 



Irish Wood Producers 
 
To Whom it may concern, 
 
We are a not for profit producer group for private forest owners in the South East.  
 
Our members are very diligent when it comes to the management of their forestry. They consider 
themselves stewards of the land, usually following many generations, feeling a huge responsibility to 
continue to care for their land.  
 
Some have planted over generations and others are only new to forestry. Most have both softwoods 
and hardwoods planted, all with wildlife corridors, buffer zones and all acutely aware of site 
sensitivities going back generations.  
 
Motivation to plant trees includes: sustainable land management, creating a sustainable legacy, 
creating a habitat, contributing to carbon sequestration, growing an amenity and finding an 
alternative, sustainable and viable crop. Some members are involved in wildlife rehabilitation, create 
pond areas, erect nesting boxes, host heritage walks and see their forestry as a multi-function 
resource. 
 
Forest management wise, all members not only comply with all statutory obligations but show much 
greater interest and care for all activities on site than is required. Contractors must meet the high 
expectations of each forest owner often with extra requests on site management. 
 
Currently, forest owners’ efforts to manage their forestry in a timely and sustainable manner is being 
thwarted. In the name of ‘environmental interest’ broadleaf afforestation sites and conifer clearfells 
to be followed by broadleaf reforestation have been ironically prevented. Yet nationally and globally 
we need more planting of the right tree species on the right sites to slow climate change, to 
sequester carbon, to replace diminished habitat, to supply local timber and to provide 
multifunctional resources for mental and physical well-being. 
 
Irish Wood Producers would like to strongly support the Forest service and the Department of 
Agriculture in their efforts to support the development of forestry in Ireland and particularly the 
implementation of the Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
Alex Kelly 
Irish Wood Producers | 35 South Street, New Ross, Co. Wexford | www.irishwoodproducers.com | 
alex@irishwoodproducers.com  

 
 

http://www.irishwoodproducers.com/
mailto:alex@irishwoodproducers.com
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Our industry provides a large number of rural jobs in both this industry and spin-off industries. 

This includes suppliers of goods and consumables used by each company in their work. The 

industry also contributes to climate action, encourages tourism and recreation and produces 

technologically advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry supports 12,000 jobs, 

approximately 2,000 of which are located in our surrounding counties in the South East. 

Managed Forestry is operated to the highest European standards and makes a €2.3 

billion contribution to the Irish economy.  O’Dwyer Timber Contractors Ltd have been in 

business for over 30 years and is proud to be providing 20 jobs in County Kilkenny and the 

surrounding areas, which makes a worthwhile and significant contribution to our local 

economy.  By 2035, the sector is estimated to double in size.  

  

As a nation, Ireland has an obligation to help lessen the negative effects of climate change. 

The forestry industry contributes to the attempts to mitigate the climate crisis by providing 

necessary habitats for biodiversity and nature and contributing to water quality and flood 

protection. Forestry also has the potential to improve the income and value of farms.  

 

A new government and a Programme for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for 

policy formation, legislation and change. As a company, in the future we will always engage 

positively with Government and it can be noted that forestry can play an important role across 

so many of the objectives laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

It is clear that the managed forestry industry is fast growing, has the potential to grow 

sustainable jobs and contributes positively to the economy both locally and nationally. 
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2. Current crisis  

The forestry industry is currently at crisis point.  

 

The new forestry licensing procedures which were introduced in 2019 have led to changes 

with the processing and issuing of forestry licences. The company’s ability to operate and plan 

is impacted negatively because of the current system, administrative inadequacies and 

procedural barriers. 

Alongside the effects of Covid-19 on unemployment, the situation can be seen as severe and 

here in County Kilkenny, numbers on the Live Register remain high.  

Disruption has been occurring across the forestry sector.  At the moment, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; leading to the industry’s lack of necessary 

timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with respect to jobs and 

supply. If the issues are not resolved, supplies of timber will run out. 

 

Difficulties have also been caused by Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC). There are currently 

400 outstanding projects appealed that have not yet been processed. The average amount of 

projects processed by FAC monthly in 2020, is around 25. As new appeals are created at a 

faster pace than they are processed, at the current rate backlog will not be cleared for another 

16 months.  

Most appeals are lodged by a small number of individual people and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe it is significantly important for these issues to be addressed and for appropriate 

solutions to be suggested and created. It is necessary for action to be taken now, as otherwise 

more jobs may be lost and true potential and advancements in the industry will be overlooked.  
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

O’Dwyer Timber Contractors Ltd welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its 

implementation with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of O’Dwyer Timber 

Contractors Ltd with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional 

recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A main aspect of the yearly report should be based on the FAC’s 

timely processing of appeals. FAC decisions should be delivered within 60 days 

of appeals being lodged and appropriate resources should be put in place to 

ensure this occurs.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; current 

difficulties can arise where the Chairperson must be a participant in every 

appeal and the presence of a Deputy would help to lessen this difficulty. 

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions. 

We would recommend that FAC divisions should be able to operate without a 

Chairperson present. 

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be changed to 2 from 3, as this is 

more appropriate to the complexity of forestry projects. 

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The change of criteria for FAC Membership is 

a welcome proposal. By removing the requirement for a member of the FAC to 

be of a specified grade, the FAC will be able to fully utilise the resources 

available.  

o Resources: It is necessary for the FAC to have sufficient resources and 

employees to clear the backlog and ensure that all appeals are processed 

within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: Decisions on appeals should be completed within 60 

days of an appeal being lodged to effectively clear and prevent backlog. This 

would highly improve the effectiveness of the forestry appeals legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal to introduce a fee for appeals is welcome. This 

is a key step to ensure the FAC has appropriate resources and brings the 

process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: O’Dwyer Timber Contractors Ltd supports the proposal 

regarding the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing 

is required to determine an appeal. As these hearings have previously caused 

delayed, this would be a beneficial development. 

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the stated 

powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should highlight the 

responsibility of the licensing system and the process for appeals to support 

national forestry policy.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: Appeals which do not have sufficient 

ground or merit may be rejected by the FAC Chairperson. 

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be developed further, 

which can ensure that all appeals are related to specific sites and are not used 

as a mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC should 

establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would help to eliminate 

the possibility of hearing generic and repeated appeals. When appeals are 

upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine its backlog of existing 

appeals and summarily issue a similar decision on appeals of exactly the same 

type and the same factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: Regarding applications to appeal, more rigorous 

requirements should be established by The Minister. An appeal should have 

grounds that relate to one individual licence and not a group of licences. When 

lodging a specific appeal, significant evidence should be provided, as well as 

stating their specific interest in the licence that they are appealing.  

 

 

 

 



Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020[Document title] August 2020   
 

5 | P a g e  
O’Dwyer Timber Contractors Ltd. 

4. Conclusion  

This has now become a very serious situation in our Forestry industry. At O’Dwyer Timber 

Contractors Ltd, we are very concerned that if the issues with the process of felling licenses 

are not dealt with urgently, we will have no choice but to significantly down scale. This would 

lead to many of our highly trained and skilled employees who have been working with us for 

the past 15 to 30 years to lose their jobs permanently.  

 

William O’Dwyer 
O’Dwyer Timber Contractors Ltd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Varley Transport Ltd 
Glentreig, Cloughbrack, 

Clonbur, Co Galway 
Tel: 094 9548262  

Email: varleytransport@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
27th August 2020 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
  
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals 
(Amendment) Bill. 
 
I just a have a few simple facts: 
  

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 
 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
 

3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
 

4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
 

5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
 

6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

  
Kind regards,  
 
 
Varley Transport Ltd 
 



I wish to declare my support for this bill. Having worked in the forestry industry for 10 years 

ive seen in decline in recent years due to large amount of appeals. 12000 jobs and 2.3 billion 

for the exchequer not to mention sequestration of carbon for our future is at stake.  

 

 



27 August 2020  

  

Draft Agricultural Appeals 
(Amendment) Bill 2020 

SUBMISSION TO PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
 

SUBMISSION MADE TO:   FORESTRYBILL2020@AGRICULTURE.GOV.IE 

 

 

 

 

ROUGHAN PLANT HIRE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBMISSION FROM ROUGHAN PLANT HIRE. 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Roughan Plant Hire is proud to be delivering and growing quality jobs, 

especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in 

size. We making a significant contribution to both direct and indirect employment and the 

local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

*Job numbers by county: Waterford: 470 jobs; Carlow: 110 jobs; Kilkenny: 355 jobs; 

Tipperary: 740 jobs; Wicklow: 760 jobs; Cork: 1,395 jobs; Galway: 950 jobs; Laois: 420 

jobs; Leitrim: 565 jobs; Sligo: 445 jobs; Longford: 245; Kerry: 815 jobs 

  

 
 
 

 

   

2. Current crisis  

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 
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purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Galway.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Roughan Plant Hire welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 

additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Roughan Plant Hire with respect to 

specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Roughan Plant Hire supports the proposal regarding the 

power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required 

to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

I support the new forestry bill.  I believe it is important for the local community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I support proposed changes in Forest bill.  

 



We, Roland Forestry Ltd are in support of the draft Agricultural Appeals bill. We are a 
forestry contracting company based in Co. Kilkenny. We have been in operation since 1992 
and employ 35 employees throughout Ireland in mainly rural areas. The destruction of the 
forestry industry in Ireland has serious implications for rural Ireland, both socially and 
economically. The current licenses appeals crisis, if unresolved, will lead to job losses and 
eventual shutdown of our company by the end of the year. It is already a distressing enough 
time dealing with COVID-19 for us, our employees, and their families. The potential 
destruction of the forestry industry and our livelihoods adds even more stress to our lives. 
This uncertainty for the future has caused a lot of anxiety, especially since unemployment is 
currently so high and there are few opportunities available. 

Our company has invested heavily in specialised machinery for forest operations with 
forwarders and harvesters operating successfully for decades. Recently, we started 
investment in the green energy sector by purchasing machinery to create wood chip 
biomass and firewood for the domestic and commercial markets. For example, we currently 
supply Bord na Mona with woodchip for electricity generation. However, if there is not the 
expected timber production, this cannot continue. In addition, we cannot supply our 
customers with firewood to heat their homes. Our customers are generally those most 
vulnerable in society like the elderly. 

We also have large investments in forestry plantations with a view of receiving a return 
from this in the future. However, these crop plantations will be deemed useless if they 
cannot be harvested. We have managed these plantations from establishment to ensure the 
best possible crop with maximum returns. However, if we cannot get a felling license, this 
will have been a waste of time and lead to substantial losses. We are not alone, with many 
of our clients, mainly farmers affected by this. Our clients who invested in forestry who are 
not able to get a felling license are not able to harvest their forests at the optimal height and 
age in line with silvicultural best practice and will lead to huge financial losses. This is a very 
difficult situation for all involved in the forestry industry.  

The current agricultural appeals system is flawed and must be changed and made similar to 
the current planning appeals process. Our company has also operated in Scotland for the 
past 11 years and operated in France for 3 years. We have observed no issues with licensing 
in these countries which also follow the same EU Directives.  

We wholeheartedly support the Draft Agriculture Appeals Bill Amendment 2020, as change 
is the only thing that can allow the forest industry to survive.  

 



I am writing to show my support for the upcoming amendments to the Agriculture Appeals 

Act 2001, to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar planning 

processes.  

The delay in the felling licences is affecting Barron Energy with the guarantee in the supply 

of timber. 

 

 



People’s livelihoods are at stake here. 
 



Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

I just a have a few simple facts /issues  

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 



 

A Cara 

 

It is inconceivable in the time of a biodiversity crisis that community groups, conservation 

organisations and citizens could have limits placed on our ability to appeal forestry decisions 

by tightening the definition of who can appeal. 

 

I call on the Minister to abandon her proposed bill which could weaken our right to have a 

say on where forestry is planted and could undermine the independence of the Forestry 

Appeals Committee . 

 

I call on the Minister to: 

 

1. Prioritise a new Forestry Programme that is landscape friendly, produces quality timber, 

safeguards all birds that are endangered or threatened and is citizen focused. 

 

2. Correct serious issues with legislation governing forestry and 

 

3. Address flaws and issues with the licencing system and engage with environmental 

organisations on forestry policy and heed the science on biodiversity loss. 

 

 



•      

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes to 
climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically advanced 
timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest European 
standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and supports 12,000 jobs. 

Barrack Meadows ltd is proud to be delivering and growing quality jobs, especially in our 

rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in size. We provide 8 

jobs in county Clare making a significant contribution to both direct and indirect employment 
and the local economy.  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 
for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 
change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 
note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 
laid out in the Programme for Government. 

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

•    

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 
issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 
purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 
and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 
approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 
the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 
respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 
resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-
19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 
remain high here in Clare.  

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 
caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 
projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 
building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 
projects per month. At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 
months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 
actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 
increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 
metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes. It is also worth noting that the vast 
majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 
generally rather than any specific project.  



We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 
taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 
is undermined. 

· Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Barrack Meadow Con. ltd welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation 
with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Barrack Meadow Con. ltd with 
respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

•   

•   The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is welcome. A 
key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with respect to the timely 
delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources should be put in place to ensure that 
FAC decisions are delivered within 60 days of appeals being lodged.  

•   

•  The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this would negate 
current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant in every appeal.  

•   I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions and 
recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without one of the 
Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

•  A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is appropriate to the 
level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the statutory timeframe of 2 months to 
be met.  

•     The FAC will be able to fully utilise the resources at its 
disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of the FAC to be of a specified 
grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

•  The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the appropriate manpower 
to clear the backlog and reach a point where all appeals are decided upon within 60 days of 
an appeal being lodged.  

•    As noted above, a decision on all appeals should be issued 
within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe should be put in place for 
dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted for some housing developments. This 
additional amendment is of fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the 
forestry appeals legislation. 

•    

•    The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals is welcome 
and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and brings the process in line 
with other planning requirements.  



•   Barrack Meadows ltd supports the proposal regarding the power of the 
Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required to determine an appeal. The 
holding of oral hearings has created long and unnecessary delays.  

•   The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the stated powers to 
issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is welcome.  

•          

•    Terms of reference for the FAC should make note of the 
obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to support national forestry 
policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the employment it supports throughout Ireland 
and its €2.3 billion contribution to the national economy have been recognised by successive 
governments.  

•     The Chairperson of the FAC should be given powers 
to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

•    Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed to ensure all 
appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a mechanism to object to national 
forest policy.  

•    : The Chairperson of the FAC should establish a 
firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a situation of hearing repeated 
appeals that are generic and raise no new issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC 
should be able to examine its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily 
issue the same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent factors. 

•    The Minister should establish more rigorous requirements with regard 
to an application to appeal; that is to say that an appeal should have grounds that relate to 
an individual licence rather than a group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be 
provided when lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 
interest in the licence that they are appealing.  

4. Conclusion  

We are concerned with the current crisis and we would appreciate that action is taken 
quickly to protect the industry and jobs.  

 



To whom it may concern, 
 

 
 
 



To whom it may concern, 
 

 
 
 



Geraghty Consulting, Kilsheelan, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary 

Telephone & Fax:-  052 613 3202                                                        Mobile:-   086 811 2060 

www.geraghtyconsulting.ie                E-Mail: info@geraghtyconsulting.ie 

 

Conservation Agriculture:- Research, Development, Education & Training 

Business Registration No: 316409 VAT Registration No: 5419524O 

  

Kilsheelan 

Clonmel 

Co. Tipperary 

 

Tel/Fax: 052-6133202 

Mobile: 086-8112060 

 

Ref: Submission on Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 

 

 

27 August 2020 

 

To whom it concerns 

 

The proposed bill, together with contained amendments, is not in compliance with the 

following: 

1. The Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC) 

2. Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive (Council Directive 2011/92/EU) 

3. Strategic Environmental (SEA) Directive (Council Directive 2001/42/EC) 

4. The Aarhus Convention (concerning access to environmental information, public 

participation in environmental decision-making, and access to justice on environmental 

matters). 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

John P. Geraghty M.Agr.Sc. 

Agricultural Consultant 

 



to Ms Pippa Hackett , Minister of State for Land Use and Biodiversity  

I wish to make it known that I am fully in favour of the Draft Agriculture Appeals  

(Amendment) Bill 2020. 

 

The current forestry programme has ground to a halt, due to unnecessary delays in processing 

applications at various stages.  

As a farmer who is convinced of the benefits of forestry, the inability to manage properly my 

own woodlands, under the current regime, is very frustrating. 

At a time when this country needs a lot more tree cover, I am also aware of numerous people 

who have decided not to commit their land to woodland because of the problems in the 

system. 

Please allow the amendment. 

 



To whom it may concern, 
I am writing in support of the emergency legislation currently being drafted by the 
Department of Agriculture in respect of the Agricultural Appeals Act. 
I have worked in the forestry sector for over 40 years, and in that time established a small 
family run company which now provides a livelihood to 10 employees and sub-contractors. 
We work in partnership with Coillte and other bodies to provide timber harvesting services 
as part of a sustainable forestry management system. 
I fully respect and support the right of stakeholders to appeal decisions being taken which 
will have a direct impact on them. In that regard, I believe the proposed amendments allow 
for such to take place in a more robust and efficient manner, while also preventing the 
misuse of the appeals process as evidenced in the current felling licence crisis. 
 



Good Evening  

I am purchasing manager at Roadmaster Caravans Ltd. We are involved in the manufacture of 
prefabricated school classrooms, temporary accommodation, hospital administration buildings, 
covid19 isolation/social distancing units but to name a few. We source our timber raw materials 
from Woodfab Timber Limited. 

I am concerned at recent reports about the backlogs in the State’s forestry licensing and appeals 
system. Reduction and uncertainty of supply from Woodfab will directly impact our company's 
ability to meet deadlines for the above mensioned projects.  

I understand that there are long delays to licences caused by the FAC. At the current run rate it will 
take 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC. It is clear that the FAC simply cannot 
cope with the workload. The changes to the legislation included in the draft bill should help this 
situation providing the FAC is adequately and quickly resourced. It is vital that the FAC is reformed to 
make it fit for purpose.  

In summary I would like my support of the draft legislation to be noted. 

 



In support of the draft agricultural appeals (amendment) bill 2020 and the thousands of 

livelihoods the industry provides in Ireland.  

 

 

Kind regards,  

 



Hi 
 
I would like to express my support for the amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 
to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar planning processes.  
 
 
I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which need to be implemented 

urgently and in full to improve the overall efficiency. 
It is essential in correcting the imbalance in the current system which is having a 

detrimental effect of the sustainability of the sector and negatively impacting on timely 

management of operations.  
It is especially detrimental in promoting forestry as a viable land use option for private 

landowners. 
 

 

Regards 
 
Forest Resource Management Services 
 



As an employee of the Irish timber pallet and packaging sector, I fully support the Draft Agriculture 
Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020. We manufacture essential timber packaging products that 
transport life-saving and life-sustaining products around the world. Our livelihoods depend on the 
passing of this bill.  

 



Timber Harvesting  
 
To Whom It May Concern 
I am working as a timber harvesting contractor for the past 30 years. I have timber machines 
with large re-payments, employees with families and I use several suppliers both local and 
national.  
 
From October I will have no timber to cut, the reason being that it is impossible at this 
moment to get felling licences in this country. This is largely due to the fact of a small cohort 
objecting to every application for a felling licence. Not only does it impact my business, 
family, local economy it also affects farmers and others who are thinking of investing in 
forestry in this country. I know several farmers who will not invest in planting forestry 
because they know there is an issue with the licences. I also know farmers who have 
invested in forestry and have been trying to get a felling licence for the past two years. This 
also goes against our "green policies" in the country to plant more forestry for our carbon 
footprint. 
 
If this issue is not sorted soon it will become a national embarrassment. 
 
Regards, 
 
Timber Harvesting 
 
 
 



No to Derryadd Wind Farm 

 

 

To whom it may concern,  

 

The Forestry Bill proposes amendments which would make the ACT ultra vires the 

following.  

 

The Habitats Directive  

The Birds Directive 

The Environmental Impact Assessment Directive and the Aarhus Convention. 

 

Kind Regards 

 



Hellfire Massy Res Association  

 

 

The Forestry Bill proposes amendments which would make the ACT ultra vires the 

following. 

The Habitats Directive  

The Birds Directive 

The Environmental Impact Assessment Directive and the  

Aarhus Convention. 

 

 

 



Irish Wood Producers Ltd 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I am emailing regarding my support for the amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 
to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar planning processes. This 
amendment is long overdue as the forestry sector is already seeing the adverse effects of 
serial objecting which will only be exacerbated by the delay of further action. 
As it stands there is no obstacle in the way of any or particular individuals objecting with no 
consequence to themselves whether their objection is valid or not. However their 
objections' repercussion on the forest owner/forest sector are quite evident. The delay of 
forest operations, has the potential to seriously damage the correct management of a 
forest. The objection to felling licences has pushed forests past the point of thinning 
delaying financial relief to farmers and creating lesser timber products at the time of 
clearfell. The objection to the construction of forest roads have forced owners to extract 
timber in ways possibly more damaging to the surrounding environment than the 
construction of forest roads. 
 
The halt of forestry appeals committee during the pandemic has created an even greater 
backlog of appeals (many of them unfounded). The request is not to stop the process of the 
appeal but to give it more balance. As it currently stands the appeals process is being used 
'successfully' as a tool to delay the practical management of forestry. The charge of a fee to 
each appeal would mean that only appeals that are valid would be considered by the 
objector.  
 
If the government is serious about increasing Irelands forest cover and moving the forest 
industry forward, the amendments posed in this bill should be given serious consideration. 
Forest owners I meet on a daily basis have become disillusioned by the lack of action to 
rectify the current situation and a feeling of regret is creeping in which will only spread and 
deter landowners from considering forestry as a viable land use option. The pioneers of 
private forestry are currently being punished and the encouragement to plant is severely 
lacking as a result. 
 
To clarify, I fully support the amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 to align the 
forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar planning processes. 
 
Regards 
Irish Wood Producers 
 



I am a timber hauler of island transport ltd and I support the forestry bill 2020. There are a 

number of members of my family working in the forestry industry between harvesting 

extraction and haulage. We are currently facing difficult financial times due to lack of felling 

licenses.  

 



 
I wish to support the Forestry Bill 2020. 
 
I am Plant Manager at Masonite Ireland, a US multinational based in County Leitrim. The company is 
one of the largest employers in Leitrim making a significant contribution to the local economy. We 
export 99% of our product and our most critical raw material is wood sourced from local sawmills 
and forests. If the sawmills supply lines dry up, then in turn, we cannot operate! 
 
The Forestry Appeals Committee have been unable to deal with the significant increase in appeals 
following the 2019 legislative changes. The industry has been caught in the crossfire between the 
new legislation, increase in appeals and failure of government to resource effectively, despite 
adequate warning from the industry over the past year.  
 
The restrictions on timber supply are not improving and we are just months away from major supply 
limitations which will cause significant damage to our business. We are seeking your urgent support 
in getting the industry normalised again, prevent the loss of jobs and impact to the region.  
 
Thank you in anticipation.  
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
 



Banner Fencing Products Limited  
 
 
To whom it may concern: 
We wish to express our support for the upcoming Forestry bill. We are a small manufacturing 
company who use this raw materials for our products. We are finding it extremely difficult to source 
wood due to the serious delays in the granting of felling licences.  
Regards Banner Fencing Products Limited 
 
 



 
 
I wish to make the following submission regarding the recently drafted amendments to the 
Agricultural Appeals Act 2001.  
 
I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which need to be implemented urgently and in 
full. 
 
I am making this submission as I have previously worked in the forestry sector and understand how 
important these amendments are to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar 
planning processes and to improve the overall efficiency of this system. 
 
 

Regards  
 
 
 



August 2020  

 

1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs ,Martin McDonagh plant is proud to be associated  with a  business 

that is such integral part of rural Ireland in growing quality jobs, especially in our rural 

communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in size.  

We provide 4/5 Jobs currently  and hope to expand .This in turn will make  a significant 

contribution to both direct and indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

*Job numbers by county: Waterford: 470 jobs; Carlow: 110 jobs; Kilkenny: 355 jobs; 

Tipperary: 740 jobs; Wicklow: 760 jobs; Cork: 1,395 jobs; Galway: 950 jobs; Laois: 420 

jobs; Leitrim: 565 jobs; Sligo: 445 jobs; Longford: 245; Kerry: 815 jobs 

  

 
 
 

 

   

2. Current crisis  
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At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point ,I fear for the future due to all the issues 

noted below as these are actual realties facing the industry currently and if we don’t take 

action now we will lose jobs security at a time when people  have more urgent things to 

consider on daily basis (Covid19 ) ,as the current pandemic has brought great anxiety to all 

households .   

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Co Galway   

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Martin McDonagh Planthire welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its 

implementation with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Martin McDonagh 

Planthire with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional 

recommendations.  

 

● Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

● Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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● Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Martin Mcdonagh Planthire  supports the proposal regarding 

the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is 

required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created 

long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

● Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

I am a contractor based in Connemara and I have a long association with Forestry 

spanning over 30 years ,this is the first time I feel nervous of the future of the 

business as I hear from other people within the sector and the impact of the current 

lack of felling license being issued .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Hello Sir, Madam  
 
I own and run an agricultural and forestry business in Co. Tipperary called WJB AGRI LTD. 
I operate in the counties of Tipperary and Limerick mainly and my business depends on forestry a lot 
because it is an integral part of my business both income wise and work wise and livelihoods depend 
on it. . 
I am able to keep people employed on a full time basis because of it and without this year round 
work my business would not be viable so therefore Iam in support of the proposed changes to the 
legislation. 
 
Regards 
 
 



 
 
 
Dear sir or madam, 
 
I support this Bill as thousands of people’s livelihoods depend on it and I fully support the forestry 
industry. 
 
Regards, 
 
 



 
 
To whom it may concern 
 
I wish to make the following submission regarding the recently drafted amendments to the 
Agricultural Appeals Act 2001.  
I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which need to be implemented urgently and in 
full. 
I am making this submission as I work in the forestry sector and understand how important these 
amendments are to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar planning 
processes and to improve the overall efficiency of this system. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
To Whom It May It Concern 
 
I am an employee of Woodfab Timber Limited and welcome the draft legislation and encourage its 
implementation. 
 
I have worked in the timber industry for over 40 years. I have supported my family though all my 
working career from the timber industry, which is a renewable and sustainable natural resource. 
 
I understand from management that we have no commitment of supply from late 2020. They have 
received assurance after assurance that there will be an increase in the number of felling licences 
granted by the Department but to date we are not seeing any increase in log supply. Since the 
introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and issuing of forestry 
licences have been seriously disrupted. The current system is not fit for purpose and the ability to 
operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies and procedural barriers. We 
believe that these issues can be addressed and solutions identified but action must be taken now 
before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry undermined.  
 
I am aware of the long delays to licences caused by the FAC. At the current run rate it will take at 
least 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC and the number of appeals is 
increasing! The FAC in its current format simply cannot cope with the workload. The changes to the 
legislation should help this situation. The delays are hindering forestry activity and damaging the 
industry. It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose and to secure our jobs and the 
industry going forward.  
 
 
Kind regards 
 
 



 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
We are a young family in Co.Leitrim, we are after setting up out own haulage company Mc Tiernan 
Haulage, we have invested our life saving and borrowed a considerable amount of money into 
purchasing a lorry (rigid and drag truck). This is our only means of income as my wife is a stay at 
home mother, if this bill is not passed it will mean manys a dark and dreary day ahead for me and 
my family. Peoples livelihoods are at stake, we support the proposed changes, it is of utmost 
importance that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose, the FAC cannot cope with the 
workload which in turn is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry, and not forgetting to 
mention the long delays to licences caused by the FAC. 
 
Company Director 
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SUBMISSION FROM MURRAY FORESTRY SERVICES 

THE BAWN, KILLESHANDRA, CO CAVAN 

087-3217464 

MURRAYFORESTRY@YMAIL.COM 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is an important industry to rural Ireland. With the national increase in the 

size of forestry in Ireland this has contributed to reduced CO2 omissions. It has also led to 

the greater use of carbon neutral products for heat such as firewood and wood pellets. 

It supports thousand`s of jobs throughout the country and it especially supports jobs in parts 

of rural Ireland where otherwise it would be hard to find. I myself have six employees 

working for me as well as sub-contractors. 

I have just purchased a house along with my wife and young family in Killashandra, a rural 

village in west Cavan. The main reason we purchased a house in this area is because of my 

forestry work. It is a village like many others in rural Ireland  that is too far to commute to and 

from Dublin and has seen a population decline because of this.. 

 All my workers are from a 10 km radius from Killashandra. I have hired some workers who 

would have been long term unemployed and forestry has given them the chance to work in a 

job they like and still be able to live in the area they have grown up. I it was not for the 

opportunity that forestry work has given them they have said that they would have properly 

had to make the move to Dublin like so many others in the to gain employment. 

 
 
 

 

   

2. Current crisis  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

I work in both private afforestation and reforestation planting. With the current delay due to 

the appeals process, the work that I do in afforestation has been greatly reduced. 

Also, with the current backlog with Felling licence approvals there could be a knock on effect 

on my business as establishment work in the next 12 months or so will be dramatically 

reduced which will result in me having to reduce my staff numbers. 

If the current situation continues as it stands the viability of my company in the next number 

of years will be in doubt. 
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Murray Forestry Services welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation. 

I particularly welcome the proposal for the payment of fees and the proposals for the 

relevant Minister to retain powers to issue directives and formulate regulations for the FAC. 

Also, we would welcome more rigorous requirements with regard to an application to appeal 

and there should be specific evidence provided when lodging an appeal and the person 

objecting needs to show how the specific licence proposal effects them. 

The appeals board should also have the power to reject certain appeals which are lodged 

without merit 

4. Conclusion  

 

In my conclusion I hope that the whole process will be able to be streamlined are that some 

accommodation can be found so that a compromise can be reached with all interested 

parties in the forestry planning process. Maybe an increase of Native hardwoods on forestry 

lands can be accommodated ,such as an increase of 10% for every 30 year Sitka spruce 

rotation and that hardwoods can be planted in bloc such as by roadsides, where it can be 

viewed by a village or town or where there is passing traffic, instead of two to three rows 

around exterior of plantations which is currently the case. 

As I said earlier, I have made a life based decision of purchasing a house in the heart of 

rural Ireland based on the forestry industry. There is also a stake production business near 

where I live. This industry along with many like it all over the country provide many jobs 

throughout rural Ireland, and it is industries like this that will help keep rural Ireland alive in 

the decades ahead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
To whom it may concern 
 
I am a self-employed harvesting contractor and am having serious difficulty sourcing work 
due to the lack of felling licences being issued. I am in my last site and I will be out of work in 
the first week of September due to the current mess with the felling licences or lack of. 
 
Regards 
O'Leary Timber Harvesting 



 

To whom it concerns,  

 

My husband drives for Kerrigan transport who work primarily for Coillte and are currently on 

the contract for the Donegal county haulage of timber.  

 

I am concerned about the security of his job giving the current situation and the delays due to 

the processing of permits at the moment having a knock on effect on his driving Job  

 

Our family depend on his income. 

 

I support the upcoming bill. 

 

Kind regards  
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Hynes Timber LTD.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• SUBMISSION FROM 

HYNES TIMBER LTD  

15 THE RING BENNETTSBRIDGE CO. KILKENNY 

0879024404> 

HYNESTIMBER@GMAIL.COM 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Hynes Timber LTD. is proud to be delivering and growing quality 

jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in 

size. We provide 4 jobs in Counties Laois/Offaly making a significant contribution to both 

direct and indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  
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2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high in Laois and Offaly.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

< Hynes Timber LTD.  > welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation 

with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of < Hynes Timber LTD.  > with respect 

to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: < Hynes Timber LTD.  > supports the proposal regarding the 

power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required 

to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

 

Overall felling license issues have prevented the growth of our company, with the uncertainty of the 

future we can’t plan anything for the longterm. 

MD – Tom Hynes. 
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Managed Forestry in Ireland  

 

As you are aware forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides much 

employment contributes to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces 

technologically advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry makes a €2.3 

billion contribution to the Irish economy and supports 12,000 jobs. As a haulier I depend on 

the forestry industry to make my living I have invested a lot of money in buying trailers and 

cranes to work in the haulage of timber logs. 

  

Forestry has the potential to contribute highly to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate climate 

change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature. Forestry can also 

improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The  Programme for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, 

legislation and change. The forestry industry always seeks to engage positively with 

Government and in particular the forestry industry can play an important role across so many 

of the objectives laid out in the Programme for Government. 



  

This foresrty industry has real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs. Ireland has 

a well developed timber processing industry which exports to the UK  and parts of Europe 

and there is a growing bioenergy market. It is a success story which we should be 

developing and investing in correctly to reach its potential to keep the employment that is 

already in it and to add to the employments figures. 

There are many many people depending on this industry for employment from the forest 

owners, harvestors, and hauliers and those within the other sectors connected with the 

industry. 

 

  

 
 
 

 

   
At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point. The sawmills have begun warning trade 

union officials of imminent extensive job losses because of chronic licensing and planning 

hold-ups which are bringing tree felling to a standstill. Thousands of jobs could be wiped out 

in the Irish industry by Christmas because of a shortage of wood for the sawmills to process.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies.  

 

I Paul Kealy haulier welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 

additional elements. Outlined below are my views with respect to specific parts of the draft 

legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

 

• Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 



respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

 

• Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

• FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

• Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

• Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

• Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

• Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 

 

• Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

• Oral Headings: I  support the proposal regarding the power of the 

Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required to determine 



an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and unnecessary 

delays.  

 

• Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

• National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

• Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

• Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

• Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

• Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  

 

 



I hope you can see the impact of not having an efficient licencing system  to ensure 

we mobilise our timber to meet local demand and because  locally sourced timber is a 

resource sourced from local commercial forest plantations that underpins 1200 jobs. 

 

Paul Kealy 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. GUNNING FORESTRY  is proud to be delivering and growing 

quality jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will 

double in size. We provide 4 jobs  making a significant contribution to both direct and indirect 

employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

*Job numbers by county: Waterford: 470 jobs; Carlow: 110 jobs; Kilkenny: 355 jobs; 

Tipperary: 740 jobs; Wicklow: 760 jobs; Cork: 1,395 jobs; Galway: 950 jobs; Laois: 420 

jobs; Leitrim: 565 jobs; Sligo: 445 jobs; Longford: 245; Kerry: 815 jobs 
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2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Galway 

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

South East Galway has vast forestry and this was one of the main reasons that Gunning 

Forestry was formed to provide timber harvesting locally and to provide jobs to local workers.  

However, we are currently unable to work in the area due to disputes regarding felling 

licences. Currently Gunning Forestry employees are working in Kildare a 2.5 hour drive each 

way (morning/night).  The current contract expires mid September and Gunning Forestry 

does not have any further contracts secured for the future, therefore the company will have 

to cease trading mid September.    
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Companies and employees in County Galway and all of Ireland are already under severe 

pressure because of Covid and coupled with the issues with lack of felling licences and the 

knock on effect on timber industry this proves to be a very difficult and stressful time both for 

employers, employees and their families. 

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

GUNNING FORESTRY  welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation 

with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of GUNNING FORESTRY with respect 

to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: GUNNING FORESTRY supports the proposal regarding the 

power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required 

to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

The current delay with the processing of felling licences and the appeals process is placing 

huge hardship on timbering harvesting companies such as Gunning Forestry and companies 

are forced to travel for hours to secure short term contracts with no long term contracts 

secured for the future.  This is forcing harvesting companies to cease trading which has a 

knock on effect on the timber industry.  County Galway and the rest of Ireland are already 

under severe pressure because of Covid and the number of unemployed continues to rise.  

These issues need to be addressed as soon as possible. 

 

  

 

 

DONIE GUNNING 

DIRECTOR 

GUNNING FORESTRY 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Burke Forestry Contractors Ltd. is proud to be delivering and growing 

quality jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will 

double in size. We provide five jobs in Co. Clare making a significant contribution to both 

direct and indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 
 

   

2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 
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the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Co. Clare.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Burke Forestry Contractors Ltd. welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its 

implementation with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Burke Forestry 

Contractors Ltd. with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some 

additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Burke Forestry Contractors Ltd. supports the proposal 

regarding the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral 

hearing is required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has 

created long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

 

We Burke Forestry Contractors Ltd. have been hugely impacted by the introduction of the 

new forestry licensing procedures of 2019.  

 

We have already been forced to let go a permanent and valuable member of our team due 

to the lack of work caused by the new licensing procedures. Along with this we have also 

had to export part of our machinery fleet outside of Ireland as with the reduction in work it 

was not possible for us to maintain the number of machines in our fleet.  

 

Burke Forestry Contractors Ltd. is outraged that at a time where a global pandemic is 

affecting many industries, forestry, is one industry, that can remain viable, safe and largely 

unaffected by its isolated working conditions and use of technology, but, is having to face a 

huge reduction in work as a result of new licensing procedures. These procedures exist in no 

other country in Europe.  

 

Burke Forestry Contractors Ltd. is entering a worrying phase in its business as there is 

uncertainty in the amount of work available to us in the coming months. This lack of work 

caused solely by the new licensing procedures introduced in 2019 will most definitely lead to 

a further loss off jobs in our company. We strongly urge the Government to act swiftly in 

order to prevent this from happening to our company and many others like ourselves all 

around Ireland.  

 

 

________________________________________________  ______________________ 

Liam Burke (Director) 27/08/2020 

Burke Forestry Contractors Ltd. 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

  

Managed forestry is a fast pacing industry which creates both direct and indirect 

employment, provides tourism and recreation and produces timber and biofuel products for 

manufacturing. Forestry in Ireland is managed to a very high standard. All works on Coillte 

sites have to be carried out to strict rules which are on site packs which are supplied for 

each job carried out with the emphasis on archeology, wild life, biodiversity, water quality 

and recreation. €2.3 billion is contributed to the Irish economy and supports thousands of 

jobs. 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 

   

2. Current crisis  

Presently, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

The current crisis in forestry is creating a negative impact to the industry. Thousands of jobs 

are at risk due to the new licensing processes which seem to apply no other country except 

Ireland. 

 

The severity of the situation is highlighted even further when the impact of Covid-19 is 

considered as unemployment rates are increasing and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in County Cork.  
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Pat Creedon Plant Hire Ltd welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its 

implementation with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Pat Creedon Plant 

Hire Ltd with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional 

recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Pat Creedon Plant Hire LTD supports the proposal regarding 

the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is 

required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created 

long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

Pat Creedon Plant Hire LTD is based in Mallow Co Cork. It’s a family run business, both I 

and my son Jack operate excavators totally dependent on the forestry industry and my wife 

Noreen carrying out the office work. It is a very worrying time for our company in this crisis 

and we are hoping that the forestry licensing procedures can be altered. 

 

 

 

Pat Creedon 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  
 

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Boyce Haulage is proud to be delivering and growing quality jobs, 

especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in 

size. We provide 2 jobs, 1(Driver) working out of mainly Donegal and 1 (In Office) in Cork 

 making a significant contribution to both direct and indirect employment and the local 

economy.  
  
Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 
  
This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

  
 
 
 

 

  
2. Current crisis  
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At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of 

Covid-19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live 

Register remain high here in Donegal and Cork.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 
Boyce Haulage welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 
additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Boyce Haulage with respect to specific 
parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 
● Head 3: 

 
o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 
respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 
should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 
days of appeals being lodged.  
 

● Head 4: 
 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 
would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 
in every appeal.  
 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 
and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 
one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 
o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 
statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 
o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 
the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 
o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 
appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 
o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 
should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 
for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 
fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 
legislation. 
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● Head 5  
 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 
is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 
brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  
 

o Oral Headings: Boyce Haulage supports the proposal regarding the power of 
the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required to 
determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 
unnecessary delays.  
 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 
stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 
welcome.  

 

● Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 
 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 
of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 
support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 
employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 
the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  
 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 
given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  
 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 
to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 
mechanism to object to national forest policy.  
 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 
should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 
situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 
issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 
its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 
same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 
factors. 
 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 
requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 
appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 
group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 
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lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 
interest in the licence that they are appealing.  

 

4. Conclusion  
 

We support the upcoming Bill as the livelihoods of us in the forestry Haulage and many others 

depend on it 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  
 

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Boyce Haulage is proud to be delivering and growing quality jobs, 

especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in 

size. We provide 2 jobs, 1(Driver) working out of mainly Donegal and 1 (In Office) in Cork 

 making a significant contribution to both direct and indirect employment and the local 

economy.  
  
Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 
  
This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

  
 
 
 

 

  
2. Current crisis  
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At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of 

Covid-19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live 

Register remain high here in Donegal and Cork.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 
Boyce Haulage welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 
additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Boyce Haulage with respect to specific 
parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 
● Head 3: 

 
o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 
respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 
should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 
days of appeals being lodged.  
 

● Head 4: 
 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 
would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 
in every appeal.  
 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 
and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 
one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 
o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 
statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 
o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 
the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 
o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 
appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 
o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 
should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 
for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 
fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 
legislation. 
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● Head 5  
 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 
is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 
brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  
 

o Oral Headings: Boyce Haulage supports the proposal regarding the power of 
the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required to 
determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 
unnecessary delays.  
 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 
stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 
welcome.  

 

● Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 
 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 
of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 
support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 
employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 
the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  
 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 
given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  
 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 
to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 
mechanism to object to national forest policy.  
 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 
should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 
situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 
issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 
its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 
same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 
factors. 
 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 
requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 
appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 
group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 
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lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 
interest in the licence that they are appealing.  

 

4. Conclusion  
 

We support the upcoming Bill as the livelihoods of us in the forestry Haulage and many others 

depend on it 
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We the company of SF logging Ltd at Ballytohill Mullinahone CoTipperary strongly support the 

upcoming forestry Bill . 



I fully support the amendments proposed in the bill! I work in the forestry  

sector all my life, as my family have for four generations! In all this time  

we have never been out of work! We employ 16 people in rural Ireland where 16  

jobs is worth the same as 200 in Dublin, currently we have work until October  

hopefully, after that we dunno what we are going to do it’s such worrying  

times with a lot of finance out on machinery! We need support and legislation  

to prevent this type lunacy which we are seeing from these evil hateful  

people, it’s a sad country if we can’t stop a small minority from doing so  

much harm so please I beg and our family beg please get this sorted!  
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Summary 

The Irish Raptor Study Group (IRSG) carries out survey, monitoring and research on birds of prey 

and owls (Raptors) in the Republic of Ireland. The IRSG aspire to secure the conservation and 

enhancement of Ireland’s Raptor populations and the landscapes on which they depend. The IRSG 

also work to promote meaningful supports to landowners in designated Natura 2000 sites and to 

deliver their sustainable use and management. 

The Minister’s Department for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) support for the 

Environmental Innovation Partnerships (EIPs) is a significant step towards a holistic sustainable 

solution to many of the negative ecological impacts borne of the Departments previous policies. A 

major environmental liability issue relates specifically to the current Forestry Programme, which 

due to systematic failures to implement EU Habitats and Birds Directives is undermining the 

Minister’s Departments substantial tax-payer investment in agri-environment. There is a very 

clear European Commission transition to a Common Agricultural Policy blending agricultural and 

ecosystem public goods. These results-based initiatives will be a crucial tool in addressing the 

Climate and Biodiversity Emergency declared by the Irish Government. The IRSG strongly urge the 

Minister to support and expand these programmes across all upland and peatland Commonage, 

SPAs and SACs in the next Rural Development Programme instead of pursuing the Draft 

Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 which will incentivise and expedite the conversion of 

high nature value farmland to monoculture plantation forestry. 

The IRSG has been proactive in attempting to redress the systematic failure of the DAFM Forest 

Service in implementing the EU Directives via the Hen Harrier Threat Response Plan. It is deeply 

regrettable that our concerns were not recognised, and it remains deeply frustrating that the 

Forest Service have still not taken the opportunity to implement the range of constructive solutions 

we have suggested to address these issues. This Plan will require a momentous commitment by the 

Minister to redress the behemothic 50 year long mistakes of Coillte and the Forest Service in 

exploiting and destroying our peatland and upland habitats for non-native commercial plantation 

forest. This has resulted in detrimental socio-economic impacts on rural communities, including 

depopulation, increased unemployment and a subsequent farm succession vacuum in at least 15 

counties. The entire Forestry Programme is obsolete and a complete and radical reform of the 

DAFM Forest Service is essential to address the future challenges of climate breakdown. 

The Minister’s Bill serves only to facilitate and streamline this systematic failure further, while 

retaining the lack of transparency inherent in the applications process. The Bill also impedes the 

implementation of the Aarhus Convention. The backlog in forestry licensing is borne out of the 

failure of the Minister’s Department to undertake the required due diligence, compliance and 

implementation in regard to Irish and European Union environmental law.  
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The Bill is a blatant work around for the Irish timber market, timber certification and exports to 

continue unimpeded, by-passing the requirement to undertake proper legal checks and balances in 

relation to the governments duty of adequate environmental protections; information; public 

participation in decision-making; and, access to justice.  

It is clear that appeals are the ‘symptom’ of the Forest Service’s non-compliance with the law and 

its own guidelines and the Ministers Bill seeks to empower a significant barrier to the general 

public from taking appeals rather than tackling the core causes of the Forest Service’s governance 

failures. The IRSG strongly request the Minister considers splitting the remit of the Assistant 

Secretary General for Rural Development of the DAFM to two clearly defined roles governing a) 

agri-environment and b) forestry, separately to resolve the existing contending policy streams in 

relation to public investment. 

The IRSG call on the Minister to reconsider the Bill and deliver reform of the forestry sector in 

Ireland now long overdue. Any changes to the forestry licensing system must ensure that the 

approvals and decisions are compliant with Irish and EU environmental law, facilitate public 

participation and ensure transparency. Any review of forestry licensing must be within the context 

of the Governments Climate and Biodiversity Emergency and must be consistent with our legal 

obligations to protect biodiversity and water quality as well as promoting sustainable rural 

development.   

We call on Minister Hackett to: 

• Abandon the proposed Bill which significantly undermines the ability of individuals and 

environmental groups from taking legitimate appeals on environmental grounds. The Bill 

also undermines the independence of the Forestry Appeals Committee. 

 

• The Minister should instead prioritise a reform of the forestry sector in Ireland. This 

should ensure that the next Forestry Programme delivers a forestry model that protects 

and enhances the environment rather than being a significant pressure on biodiversity and 

water quality. 

 

•  This review must reform the deeply flawed licencing system which is the root cause of the 

current backlog in forestry licences. This review should ensure that forestry legislation and 

forest service guidelines deliver licencing decisions which are compliant with Irish and EU 

environmental law. The licensing system should be transparent and ensure access to 

justice.  
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The Bill in relation to Compliance with Environmental Law 

 

It is IRSGs assertion that the biggest issue with the public and environmental groups making 

submissions and appeals on forestry licences is not that those submissions are vexatious but rather 

that the submission are valid. The submissions have forced the Forestry Appeals Committee to 

accept that the Forest Service’s protocols and guidelines were not compatible with the 

requirements of Irish and EU environmental law. These are issues that IRSG have been 

highlighting with the Department and successive Ministers for many years through direct 

meetings, consultations and in related forums such as the Hen Harrier Threat Response Plan 

Consultative Committee.  

Based on the records received by an environmental NGO under an AIE request, inspection rates of 

felling licenses were running at a national average of 19% in 2018 but were as low as 6% in Co. 

Leitrim (8 inspections out of 128 licenses) and 1% in Co. Roscommon (1 inspection out of 102 

licenses). The latest records published by the department (12th June 2020) indicate that 46.3% of 

appeals to the Forestry Appeals Committee result in either a variation or a cancellation of the 

license or approval under appeal. This would indicate that almost half of the decisions being made 

by the Forest Service Inspectorate are flawed. It is our understanding that the decisions of the 

Forestry Appeals Committee itself are subject to at least one judicial review. This evidence suggests 

that there are serious issues when it comes to ensuring legal compliance at all stages of the 

licensing system. This highlights just how inappropriate it is to limit public participation in the 

licensing system when it is the system itself that is flawed not the publics access to appeal.  

The Department has accepted that “the system of procedures they had in place to screen 

environmental impacts on protected habitats and species was non-compliant with European law” 

and this necessitated change in the Appropriate Assessment Procedure (AAP). That’s according to 

statements made by Minister Creed, Minister Doyle and Minister Calleary in the Dáil.  

The current Forestry Programme (2014-2020) is underpinned by almost €200 million of public 

funding. This funding is contingent on the sector meeting conditions laid down by the European 

Commission in its State Aid Rules. This includes various compliance with national and EU 

environmental law. Ensuring compliance with the Irish and European environmental law is 

essential to the existence of the forestry sector as well as continued access to certification 

dependent export markets.  
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There are two implications emanating from the departments admission that licensing has not been 

compliant with Art 6(3) of the Habitats Directive.   

1. Legacy Issues – Illegal afforestation and felling has been occurred which is likely to have 

had significant negative impacts on habitats and species protected by the Habitats and 

Birds Directives in Ireland. The Minister must work with her collage Minister Noonan and 

other relevant departments and bodies to ensure that actions are taken to remediate and 

protect any sites which have been impacted by past illegal afforestation. The six Special 

Protection Areas designated for the conservation of Hen harrier (Circus cyaneus) should be 

an immediate priority as part of a comprehensive Hen harrier Threat Response Plan.  

2. Ongoing licencing issues – There is insufficient information in the public domain to give us 

confidence that the admitted shortcomings in the AAP have been resolved and the full suite 

of environmental obligations outlined in the Habitats and Birds Directives, EIA Directive 

and Water Framework Directive are being fully adhered to. We therefore call on the 

Minister to actively engage the Environmental Pillar to ensure that full compliance with 

environmental law.  
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Objections to the Bill 

 

The Forestry Bill 2020 is an Act to amend the Agriculture Appeals Act 2001, with the stated 

intention of aligning the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar planning processes. 

There are several provisions within the Bill that will create significant additional barriers for the 

general public to take appeals against forestry licences.  

Issues with Public Consultation period 

The timing of the public consultation was opened just before the August Bank Holiday weekend, 

during the Dáil summer recess and during the peak summer holiday period. This is not conducive 

with ensuring public and political participation in the consultation. The twenty-eight-day 

consultation in this context is very short. The Minister should extend the consultation period to 

reflect these concerns and ensure that the Bill is scrutinised in the Oireacthas.  

Definition of a Relevant Person 

 

The Bill introduces through an amendment to 4. (1) Section 14A of the Principal Act a new 

definition of “a relevant person” who may appeal to the Forestry Appeals Committee against a 

forestry licensing decision. One of the criteria stipulates that the Forestry Appeals Committee at 

their own discretion can determine whether a person will be materially affected by a 

licencing decision specifically with reference to “the person’s enjoyment of the land or 

reduce the value of the land.” There are no criteria against which the Forestry Appeals 

Committee are to judge “the persons enjoyment of the land” against. There are no obligations on 

the Forestry Appeals Committee to justify their decision and there is no way for a person to 

appeal the committee’s determination. These discretionary powers automatically regulate for 

the power of the DAFM to dismiss any objection and extricate its requirement for transparency 

over the validity and decision of appeals. 

Given the accepted poor track record of the forestry licensing when it comes to the implementation 

of environmental law the Minister should amend the Bill so that any person raising legitimate 

concerns in relation environmental protection such as: the failure to submit an Environmental 

Impact Assessment or a Natura Impact Statement or deficiencies within a Screening decision for 

an Environmental Impact Assessment, an Environmental Impact Assessment, a Screening for 

Appropriate Assessment; Natura Impact Statement or “Appropriate Assessment”, may rightfully be 

considered a relevant person.  
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Giving the Minister power to charge or recover fees 

 

The Bill proposes that the Principal Act is amended to allow the Minister to “charge such fees as he 

or she may prescribe for an appeal under section: 

14A (4) and different fees may be charged for different classes of such appeal. 

(c) When making an appeal under this section a relevant person shall- 

(i) pay any fee prescribed under section 14B, and 

(ii) comply with regulations for the time being made under sections 7 and 15.” 

The introduction of the requirement for a person to take an appeal irrespective of whether an 

appeal is deemed valid will create an additional barrier to public participation and transparency. 

This is an example of the Bills intention to place barriers in the way of individuals, community 

groups and environmental groups, preventing them from taking valid appeals against flawed 

decisions. This is a clear example of the failure of the Minister to take the requisite measure to 

tackle the root of the issue, which is the departments own failure to ensure that licensing decisions 

are in line with environmental law. Greater efforts should clearly be made to prevent 

inappropriate applications from getting into the system in the first place and ensuring that any 

applications which would have a significant negative impact on the environment are rejected at an 

early stage. Barriers should not be placed in the way of individuals or groups who are fulfilling a 

public service by pointing out that a licensing decision is not legally compliant.  

While it is rare that individuals or communities would have to appeal multiple planning 

applications at a time, but this is frequently the case in forestry, where there may be a need to 

make submissions or appeals on multiple applications in environmentally sensitive areas or areas 

undergoing heavy afforestation. The introduction of fees would make the process exorbitantly 

expensive. The potential need for an environmental group to highlight issues with multiple 

applications must be considered in the context of the ongoing failure of the Forest Service to assess 

cumulative impacts of applications, something which is legally required under Art 6(3) of the 

Habitats Directive. 

 

 It is also of concern that the fees and the different classes of such appeal mentioned in the Bill are 

not defined. Therefore, the Minister is holding a public consultation but is not informing the public 

on what the actual changes may mean in practice. The requirement for any fee may prevent 

eNGOs from taking appeals against poor licensing decisions, preventing those from having access 

to justice. The imposition of extortionate fees would obviously prevent appeals from being taken 

which would ultimately result in flawed decisions going unchallenged. Under Aarhus and the 

Charter on Fundamental Rights of the EU the right to public participation and Right to 

Administrative Review cannot be “prohibitively expensive”. The proposed changes would not be 

compliant with this and would be open to legal challenge. The IRSG call on the Minister not to 

make amendments to the act which would introduce charge or recover fees for appeals.  
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The definition of an “Environmental Body” 

 

The Bill has specified additional criteria defining an environmental body:  

“environmental body” means a body or organisation (not being a state authority)- 

(i) the aims or objectives of which relate to the promotion of environmental protection, 

(ii) which has, during the period of 12 months preceding the appeal, pursued those aims and 

objectives;  

The introduction of additional criteria around what groups should qualify as an environmental 

body may creating new obstacles to the right of appeal for environmental NGOs or community 

groups whose remit is broader than purely environmental concerns. These groups may 

legitimately work to address the socio-economic issues associated with afforestation and forestry 

management in their area and they should not be discriminated against based on their efforts to 

address all three pillars of sustainability, namely the environmental, the social and the economic.  

The IRSG would ask the Minister to not place additional barriers in the way of community groups 

and individuals who may have legitimate concerns about forestry licenses.  

Undermining the independence of the Forestry Appeals Committee 

 

The Bill gives the Minister power to issue “such general directives as to policy in relation to 

forestry appeals as the Minister considers necessary and the Forestry Appeals Committee shall, in 

performing its functions, have regard to any such directives.” Given the departments ongoing 

failure to meet its ambitious afforestation targets there is clearly significant incentive for the 

Minister to reduce the number of successful appeals being taken on environmental grounds. In this 

context it is of concern that the Minister may issue directives to the Forestry Appeals Committee, 

undermining their independence. Despite the assurances given in the Bill giving the Minister broad 

discretion to direct the approach of the Forestry Appeals Committee would undermine their 

independence, impacting on the quality of their decisions.  

The IRSG would ask the Minister not to undermine the independence of the Forestry Appeals 

Committee. Greater efforts should be made to ensure that full legal compliance is a basic 

requirement for any decision made by the committee and that their work should be underpinned 

by the precautionary principle and the requirements of the Aarhus Convention.  

An improved licensing system is needed to ensure that Ireland can deliver a better forestry sector 

for people and planet. A more stringent licensing system will reduce the need for eNGOs like IRSG 

to take appeals and will ultimately speed up the process. 
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To whom it concerns, 
 
I fully support the  amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 to align the forestry licencing 
and appeals processes with similar planning processes. 
 
 



To Whom it may concern 

 

I am writing this email to express my full support to the amendments in the  

draft Agric Appeals Amdmt Bill 2020. 

The growing of and subsequent harvesting of Sitka or other conifer crops is  

crucially important to the country. 

It provides home grown timber that is not only renewable but also locks up  

carbon for the future. 

It is beyond belief to me that someone can sit in their house or garden with  

no comprehension as to where the timber products around them came from. 

Many jobs rely upon the whole industry and currently many of these are under  

threat. 



I support  forestry!!  



 
To whom it may concern,  
I support the upcoming forestry bill. I think failure to pass this bill will have huge negative 
consequences for our country and agricultural economy.  
 
Not to mention the possible loss of our forests and recreation areas. 
 



To whom it concerns  
 
We fully support the amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act 2001 to align the forestry licencing 
and appeals processes with similar planning processes!  
 



• I wish to express my views on the attached subject- this must be acted on immediately for 
the following reasons.  

 
 

• Peoples livelihood depends on this, I support the forest industry 
• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 
• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 
• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the forest industry 
• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

 



Dear Sir  
28-08-2020 
 
As a free lance consultant I have been working from Denmark in Ireland for many years, helping the 
development of wood for energy in Ireland. 
 
With amazement I have noted the enormous disruption that has been caused by indiscriminate 
objections to any forest activity, the like I have not seen in any other country. 
 
I strongly support the amendment to Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 to rectify this problem. 
 
 



To whom it may concern 

 
I wish to make the following submission regarding the recently drafted amendments to the 
Agricultural Appeals Act 2001;  

• I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which need to be implemented urgently and 
in full. 
I am making this submission as I work in the forestry / forest products sector and understand how 
important these amendments are to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar 
planning processes and to improve the overall efficiency of this system. 
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th

 August 2020 
 

Email: ForestryBill2020@agriculture.gov.ie  
 

Ref: Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 
 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
 

The Association of Farm & Forestry Contractors in Ireland (FCI) is supporting the amendment 

to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001, called the Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Act 2020, in 

order to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar other planning 

processes. 
 

There are currently huge concerns among the Forestry Harvesting Contractor members of the 

Association of Farm & Forestry Contractors in Ireland (FCI), caused as a result of the 

unnecessary and prolonged delays in the issuing of Afforestation, Thinning, Forest Road 

Construction and Tree Felling Licences as administered by the Department of Agriculture, Food 

and the Marine’s Forestry Section. These delays, often caused by unwarranted and 

unsustainable third party objections, have forced many Forestry Contractors out of work during 

2020. Many have been forced to scale down or cease their Forestry Harvesting Contracting 

operations and to make their highly trained teams of skilled operators redundant or to transfer 

their operations to other countries. 
 

FCI is supporting the amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001, called the Agriculture 

Appeals (Amendment) Act 2020 in order to prevent further delays in issuing of Afforestation, 

Thinning, Forest Road Construction and Tree Felling Licences for Private and State-funded 

(Coillte) forestry harvesting in order to offset a national disaster with the Forestry Contracting 

sector.  
 

The impact of further delays by not amending the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 will mean the 

following: 
 

• A loss of income for these Forestry Harvesting Contractors 

• Thousands of redundancies in the sector  

• A loss of machine skill talent that cannot be easily replaced 

• Loss of expensive machines to the sector 

• Bankruptcy of operators who have years of experience in the sector 

• Reduction in forest planting as the harvesting outflow is unreliable 

• Loss of national opportunity to improve carbon sequestration from Irish forestry 
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Forestry Contractors provide an essential service through huge levels of private equity 

investment in modern and efficient machinery. They employ in the region of 1,000 skilled 

machinery operators who are trained to the highest levels to achieve huge economy of scale in 

Irish forest production.  
 

We have outlined (see Table 1) the level of private investment undertaken by Irish Forest 

Machinery Contractors in recent years and the replacement value of their fleet of modern, 

efficient and high output harvesting machinery. This research shows that the harvesting 

element alone of services provided by Irish Forest Machinery Contractors accounts for huge 

rural-based investments, that have not been grant supported.  
 

These contractors are now the most vulnerable in a Forestry environment where Afforestation, 

Thinning, Forest Road Construction and Tree Felling Licences are unnecessarily delayed.  Their 

modern and efficient machines have been privately funded by Irish Forest Machinery 

Contractors, with significant monthly repayment needs.  
 

For this reason we are supporting the amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001, called 

the Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Act 2020 in order to offset a national disaster with the 

Forestry Harvesting Contracting sector 
 

Table 1 

Private Equity Investment by Irish Forest Machinery Contractors (FCI survey of members) 
 

Number of Forest Machinery Contractors in Ireland  700 – 750 companies 
 

     Units   Ave Machine Value Total 

Number of Forest Harvesters     Investment value 

at Work in Irish Forests  350 – 400 units €450,000  €180m  

 

Number of Forest Forwarders  

at Work in Irish Forests  450 - 500 units €330,000  €165m  
 

Total Value Machinery Investment by Irish Forest Machinery Contractors €345m 

 

The forestry sector in Ireland is 100% exchequer funded but it must, nevertheless, comply with 

EU State Aid Rules. In Ireland, forestry policy and the administration of the various schemes is 

the responsibility of Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine’s Forestry Section. It is 

important that activities of the Forestry Section ensure the survival of the Forestry Contractor, 

which is facing a huge challenge. 
 

The significant Tree Felling Licences issue relates to the right of appeal on forestry decisions. 

The Mackinnon Report has reported that “In Ireland a third party right of appeal is deeply 

embedded on the right to challenge land use decisions and legislation to remove this right is 

unlikely to be introduced. The case for placing third party rights of appeal on forestry on a 

similar financial basis to planning is unarguable. Fees should be introduced as a matter of 

urgency for making a submission on an application and lodging an appeal.” He noted that an 

appeals system which allows third parties, at no cost, to challenge decisions of the Department 
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has created further delays with significant administrative costs. It is now costing Forestry 

Contractor significantly as many are now facing empty order books for forestry work into 2020. 
 

The introduction to forestry third party right of appeal process has had far reaching 

consequences in terms of delay but has also resulted in significant additional costs, more to 

Forestry Contractors than any other sector of the forestry value-added chain. The Mackinnon 

Report has also recommended that there should be a fee for each appeal and that these should 

be in line with the comparable planning fees. We are requesting that a minimum fee be put in 

place as part of the Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Act 2020 for all valid objections, third 

party or otherwise, to the issue of licences for Afforestation, Forest Road Construction and Tree 

Felling. 
 

His report also shows that the time delays taken to reach decisions on felling license 

applications are significant. He reported that for private licenses, in August 2017, 100% of 

licenses were issued within 4 months; in August 2018, 51% were issued in under 4 months and a 

further 29% within 6 months; in August 2019, only 8% were issued within 4 months and 23% 

within 6 months. Between August 2018 and 2019, applications taking more than 6 months rose 

from 20% to 69%. Putting this in context, 182 applications were received in August 2017, 167 in 

August 2018 and 135 in August 2019.  
 

From 2010 to 2018, the number of felling license applications submitted showed a sustained 

increase from under 1,700 in 2010 to almost 6,000 in 2018. However just over 1,800 

applications were submitted in the first 7 months of 2019. The number of licenses issued has 

remained around 2,000/2,500 between 2010 and 2015, but rose sharply to over 6,700 in 2016 

before dropping back to over 3,000 in 2017 and 3,600 in 2018. In the first 9 months of 2019 the 

figure stood at over 3,500.  
 

We have noted that the requirements for assessing applications for felling licences have 

become much more stringent. Woodlands planted 20/30 years ago were not subject to the 

rigorous environmental scrutiny that is the case now albeit that the heritage resources were 

present at the time the areas were planted. Undoubtedly mistakes have been made in terms of 

species selection which has contributed in significant part to the negative perception of forestry.  
 

Within the Department and some Prescribed Bodies, there appears to be a view that felling 

operations can have detrimental environmental consequences on sensitive habitats and 

species. Similar issues have not arisen in other countries, possibly because felling, particularly of 

larger woodland areas, is largely regulated through long term forest management plans. 
 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

   

 

Richard White, National Chairman FCI 



Good morning 
 
I work in Industrial and Farm Machinery Ltd I would definitely support the proposed amendments 
and would like to see them enacted quickly. 
 



Good afternoon 
 
I am an employee of Woodfab Timber Limited and welcome the draft legislation and encourage its 
implementation. 
 
I have worked in Woodfab for 19 years. I have been involved in the manufacture and supply of 
timber acoustic barriers that can be seen on various roads and residential areas in our country, all 
manufactured in Wicklow. We compete against steel and plastic products all imported into Ireland 
from as far away as Turkey and Asia. 
 
I had read countless articles in the media over the last number of months about the shortage of 
timber and job losses due to this. However, I am seeing the slowdown in intake first hand. Coillte 
have held no auction since July and there are no auctions currently scheduled for the rest of this 
year.  
 
I understand from management that we have no commitment of supply from late 2020. They have 
received assurance after assurance that there will be an increase in the number of felling licences 
granted by the Department but to date we are not seeing any increase in log supply. Since the 
introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and issuing of forestry 
licences have been seriously disrupted. The current system is not fit for purpose and the ability to 
operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies and procedural barriers. We 
believe that these issues can be addressed and solutions identified but action must be taken now 
before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry undermined.  
 
There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC. At the current run rate it will take 18 months to 
clear the backlog of licences with the FAC. The FAC simply cannot cope with the workload. The 
changes to the legislation should help this situation providing the FAC is adequately and quickly 
resourced. These delays are hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry. It is vital that the 
FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose.  
 



Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 
 

To Whom it may concern,  

 

My name is Mario Kajkic and I am currently employed as a harvester operator with Roundwood 

Timber Ltd for almost 7 years. I am just one of 12000 people who are currently employed within the 

forest industry in Ireland. Due to the current licencing crisis I have recently been placed on 

protective notice.   

I have worked in the forest industry in many countries such as Croatia, Germany, France, and 

Sweden and this is the first time I have seen an industry in such disarray. A central issue of the 

licensing process is the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) which has caused significant difficulties. 

There is currently over a 16-month backlog of appeals and which is more worrying is that more 

appeals are being lodges each month than are being processed.  

Having review the draft amendments to the forestry Bill I fully support the changes and feel it is vital 

these changes are enforced immediately.  

 

Regards  

Mario Kajkic  

Moneystown,  

Roundwood, 

Co. Wicklow 

 

 

 



 

 Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020  
To Whom it may concern,  
I am currently employed as a harvester operator with Roundwood Timber Ltd for almost 6 years. I 
am just one of 760 people who are currently employed within the forest industry in county Wicklow 
alone. Due to the current licencing crisis I have recently been placed on protective notice.  
I have been a part of the forest industry for many years throughout many countries and this is the 
first time I have seen an industry in such disarray. A central issue of the licensing process is the 
Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) which has caused significant difficulties. There is currently over a 
16-month backlog of appeals and which is more worrying is that more appeals are being lodges each 
month than are being processed.  
Having reviewed the draft amendments to the forestry bill I fully support the changes and feel it is 
vital these changes are enforced immediately.  



I support this bill because 
 

• Peoples livelihood depends on this, I support the forest industry 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 

• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the forest industry 

• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 
 



 
Peoples livelihoods are at stake and we really can’t jeopardise more jobs, there’s been too many 
already. 
 



 
 
My brother has invested alot of money in specialised equipment that can only be used in the 
forestry industry. Timber harvesters and Forwader’s ..Its a family business that’s going the last 
twenty years , there is four brothers .. so that’s four with no income if work slows down . Hard pay 
for machines if there’s no work for them..We live in an area where there is very little employment.... 
Im 23 years old, nd i want a future to look forward to in forestry.. 
 
I support the new forestry 2020 legislation  
 



 
I support the up comming forestry bill  
 



"I wish to make the following submission regarding the recently drafted amendments to the 
Agricultural Appeals Act 2001.  

I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which need to be implemented urgently and 
in full. 

I am making this submission as I work in the forestry/timber packaging sector and understand 
how important these amendments are to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with 
similar planning processes and to improve the overall efficiency of this system. 

 

 



Dear Sir / Madam, 
 
I wish to make the following submission regarding the recently drafted amendments to the 
Agricultural Appeals Act 2001.  
I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which need to be implemented urgently and in 
full. 
I am making this submission as I work in the Construction sector and understand how important 
these amendments are to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar planning 
processes and to improve the overall efficiency of this system. 
This is vitally important for supply of timber to the Builders Merchants and the construction sector. 
The forestry sector employs 12,000 people in rural communities all over Ireland and the jobs are 
now at risk. 
 
 



There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC. 
 



Dear Sir / Madam, 
 
I wish to make the following submission regarding the recently drafted amendments to the 
Agricultural Appeals Act 2001.  
I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which need to be implemented urgently and in 
full. 
I am making this submission as I work in the Construction sector and understand how important 
these amendments are to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar planning 
processes and to improve the overall efficiency of this system. 
This is vitally important for supply of timber to the Builders Merchants and the construction sector. 
The forestry sector employs 12,000 people in rural communities all over Ireland and the jobs are 
now at risk.  
 
 



Good afternoon 
I am a employee of Westland Horticulture that is involved in the haulage of sawn timber for 
Woodfab Timber Limited. 
I am concerned at recent reports about the backlogs in the State’s forestry licensing and appeals 
system. This risks pushing the haulage industry into crisis, endangering jobs in our industry. This will 
directly impact on our business and the livelihoods of our 160 employees. 
I understand that there are long delays to licences caused by the FAC. At the current run rate it will 
take 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC. It is clear that the FAC simply cannot 
cope with the workload. The changes to the legislation included in the draft bill should help this 
situation providing the FAC is adequately and quickly resourced. It is vital that the FAC is reformed to 
make it fit for purpose.  
In summary I would like my support of the draft legislation to be noted 


