
Arbor Forest Management Ltd 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

It is with great worry and anguish that I voice my full and whole hearted support for 

the amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 to align the forestry licencing 

and appeals processes with similar planning processes.  

The need for this to be tackled and amended with great haste is very real. There are 

countless landowners, businesses and families trying to cling on in already extremely 

uncertain and unstable times. The idea that the forestry licence application process 

can be held up to the point of complete standstill by just a few individuals is 

inherently wrong and unfair.  

We as an industry cannot let this drag out any longer than it already has.  

 

Regards, 

 

Arbor Forest Management Ltd 



Kennelly's Hardware  

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Kennelly’s Hardware, Moyvane, Co Kerry fully supports the Draft Agricultural 

Appeals ( Amendment ) Bill 2020. We stock only home grown timber and supply to 

house builders and the RMI market all North Kerry. We need sawmills to be in a 

position to supply us with a constant supply of timber for our customers. Our 

business will be severely impacted if the current situation in the Forestry Appeals 

Committee is not addressed. If this is not resolved and sawmills cannot supply us, it 

will impact our ability to supply timber to very important construction and 

infrastructural projects.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mike Kennelly 

Managing Director 

Kennelly's Hardware, Moyvane, Co. Kerry 



Glennon Brothers  

 

To Whom it concerns 

 

I would like to voice my support for changes to the above bill for the following 

reasons. 

 

1. My livelihood and my husband s depend on this industry. 

 

2. Rural Ireland depends on these jobs. 

 

 

  

 

Regards, 

 



Forest Services 

 

I support the bill 



Pro Trans  

 

To whom it may concern 

 

I have been made aware of the challenges facing the forestry and saw milling sector. 

 

As Financial controller of a transport company in the sector I understand the 

importance of the passing of the proposed Forestry Bill 2020. 

We need to keep the sector moving and avoid closure of sawmills 

 

Potential closure of sawmills would have a detrimental affect on our business and 

many other businesses alike. It would lead to a 30% lay off of staff and a substantial 

reduction 

In revenue. Businesses are already struggling at present and this would have a 

detrimental effect on our economy as a whole 

 

The forestry industry is vital – it is a natural resource and it needs to be “saved” 

 

THIS BILL NEEDS TO BE PASSED 

 

 

 

Regards, 



UKWPMMP  

 

I wish to make the following submission regarding the recently drafted amendments 

to the Agricultural Appeals Act 2001.  

I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which need to be implemented 

urgently and in full. 

I am making this submission as I work in the forestry sector and understand how 

important these amendments are to align the forestry licencing and 

appeals processes with similar planning processes and to improve the overall 

efficiency of this system. 

Regards, 

UKWPMMP  



Glenmorgan Wood Supplies 

 

Glenmorgan Wood Supplies welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its 

implementation We employ approx. 40 staff In a rural area. The Sawmill could face 

closure if the forestry bill 2020 is not passed. 

 

Glenmorgan Wood Supplies 

Hollyford 

Tipperary 

Co. Tipperary 

 



Glenmorgan Wood Supplies - Noreen Ryan 

 

Glenmorgan Wood Supplies welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its 

implementation. We employ approx. 40 staff in a rural area. The company could face 

closure if the forestry bill 2020 is not passed. 

 

Noreen Ryan (Director) 

 

Glenmorgan Wood Supplies 

Hollyford, 

Tipperary, 



26th of August 2020  
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

The forest industry and the land mass under forestry cover provides multiple benefits to the 

Irish State. These would include economically viable alternative land use options for 

agriculture and farming, the provision of rural jobs, the injection of money into the rural 

economy, mitigations against climate change and fantastic recreational facilities. In addition 

to this, there is a world class timber processing industry supplying much needed wood 

products for construction both in Ireland and abroad. 

 

Our company has worked in 35 countries worldwide so I have a great knowledge of the 

global forest industry and it always makes us proud to demonstrate the Irish forest industry 

that we have built up in a relatively short space of time. It took great vision and belief to bring 

the industry forward to where it is today. For those private forest owners, who invested 

heavily in terms of capital and land the income from forestry is critical to their livelihoods. It 

would be a fair comment to make in that these people are interested in the environment and 

the valuable habitats for biodiversity, nature conservation and water. Many of these people 

began the journey into forestry over 30 years ago and they should be commended for their 

bravery and not unfairly penalised by the current foresty licencing debacle. 

 

Timber is a global commodity and is traded internationally. In order for the Irish forest 

industry to be competitive it requires both scale and supply chain efficiencies. The 

fragmented nature of Irish forestry makes it particularly difficult to manage compared with the 

larger forestry nations. But we do compete, and we do this very well and through the forestry 

guidelines. The people in the industry are trained professionals. When we bring clients and 

visitors to Ireland they are always amazed at the professionalism and efficiency that is 

shown by the forest industry here in Ireland. Our industry in Ireland, far surpasses the level 

of detail of other forestry nations. It is quite the envy of some where we have such detailed 

information on the forest composition but also on the fantastic growth rates that our trees 

can provide. 

 

Our company was founded in 2005 and employs 10 staff. We have had to make two staff 

redundant in 2020 as a direct result of the fall off in business for forest measurement 

services. This is directly due to minimal felling licences getting issued to forest owners. Our 

company provides a very valuable service to forest owners and we play our part in the €2.3 

Billion contribution to the Irish economy and the 12,000 jobs the forest industry support. This 

industry is also expected to double in size by 2035. 
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The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. The industry has always demonstrated a willingness to engage positively with 

Government and will do so into the future. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

  

 
 
 

 

   

2. Current crisis  

We have to stress that at present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe or in any of the countries that 

we have experience of working in.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the timber harvesting, 

transport and processing industry is being starved of the necessary timber supplies. The 

potential impact is extremely severe. The primary impact is financial, many people face 

immediate financial ruin. The financial investment that landowners, harvesting contractors, 

hauliers and processors is significant. This financial investment goes back to the fact that the 

industry competes internationally. This means that modern equipment and technology is 

required to ensure an efficient and economic supply chain especially with the fragmented 

nature of the timber resource. Jobs and livelihoods are being lost as well as confidence in 

entrepreneurs to put their future into the industry.  
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The current impasse needs to be urgently resolved. The severity of the situation is 

underscored even further when the impact of Covid-19 is considered as unemployment 

soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register remain high.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  It’s broken, it’s dysfunctional and totally unacceptable. At the present 

rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 months to clear the backlog.  

 

There is no other section of the agricultural community laden down with such bureaucracy. I 

say that as I am also a livestock farmer. Whilst I am a forest owner, a trained forester by 

profession and run a forest technology company, I cannot recommend to any person to plant 

their land or borrow money to purchase equipment. This level of bureaucracy is gone 

beyond logical and in no way relates to the forest industry in the rest of Europe. There is no 

way that we can compete within this current framework. 

 

Looking to the immediate future the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is actually far 

greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever-increasing 

backlog. It was brought to my attention that in one day in early August, objectors stalled 

production of 100,000 cubic metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  

 

It is also worth noting that most appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and 

target forest policy generally rather than any specific project. Their arguments do not face up 

to scrutiny. There is a constant targeting against coniferous tree planting. Globally, the main 

commercial forest industry is developed around coniferous trees as the main economic 

option. The sawmilling industry is heavily designed around coniferous wood. The majority of 

timber used in construction is from coniferous wood due to its suitability for engineering. If for 

example the same argument was made against me on the breed of beef cattle I was only 

allowed to farm the economic profitability of my farm would be destroyed. These objectors 

are very limited in the viability of their objections and in many cases they use the appeals 

process for other gains.  

I have personal experience of a farmer and his children and family being bullied and 

harassed because he already planted and wanted to plant some of his own farm in Leitrim. 

The use of the appeals process is being unfairly manipulated and needs to be overhauled 
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urgently over the coming weeks. Time is critical here and waiting months is too serious an 

option to consider. 

 

We believe that these issues can be professionally addressed, and solutions identified 

but action must be taken now before more jobs are lost and financial ruin thrown down on 

small contracting businesses.  
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Treemetrics Ltd welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 

additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Treemetrics Ltd with respect to specific 

parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 

 

 



Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 August 2020   
 

6 | P a g e  
Treemetrics Ltd 

 

• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Treemetrics supports the proposal regarding the power of 

the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required to 

determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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o Additional Training to Forestry Professionals: The Minister should 

establish a training programme for Qualified Forestry Professionals (Level 7 

and above). The training programme should address new regulations and 

requirements. All forestry professionals have an inherent interest in the 

environment and if new skills are required, they should have the opportunity 

to advance their knowledge. The training should include class work and 

practical field workshops. This would help to address knowledge gaps within 

the industry such as specific ecologist reporting and therefore ensure a more 

efficient industry whilst also addressing changes. 

 

4. Conclusion  

Our company employs a total of 10 staff. We provide services to forest owners on measuring their 

timber crop for sale. The service provides the forest owner with a report on the volume of timber 

and the types of products they can harvest from their stand. We utilise the latest satellite and drone 

technology to map the crop of timber into its different production zones. The whole service greatly 

assists the owner in marketing and selling their timber.  

Due to the current impasse of getting felling licences issued the need for our services has 

dramatically reduced to less than 10% of our normal turnover for this service. This is a direct result 

of the delays in processing felling licences. We have had to make two employees redundant as a 

direct result of the delays in getting felling licences issued. 

There is an unfair hardship being placed on the thousands of forest owners who have committed to 

planting their land. They cannot actively manage their timber especially on harvesting their crops 

and building storage space for loading timber trucks. These people expected to receive an income 

from their timber. Is the Forest Service going to financially compensate these forest owners for the 

loss in income? What is the situation if the crop gets diseased due to over maturity or storm 

damage, who pays?? Who compensates the contractor who has invested hundreds of thousands of 

euro in equipment, which is currently either idle or getting repossessed?  

The commercial viability of the forest industry is currently rapidly running into financial ruin and the 

peoples whose economic livelihoods depend on it need to be given priority. The suggestions given in 

this submission are real and actionable and will hopefully bring recovery back to the industry. 

Regards, 

Mr Garret Mullooly 

Director, Treemetrics Ltd 
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Glenview Haulage ltd  

 

 

Haulage of timber  

 

There are long delays to licence by the fact. 

 

The fac cannot cope with the work load . 

 

This is hindering foresrty activity. 

 

This will affect my business and livelihoods of a lot of workers  

 

 

 



Glennon Brothers  

 

 

I live with my two children in a rural community and I’m directly employed in the 

wood processing industry. 

I wish to express my support for the proposed changes in the “ draft agricultural 

appeals amendment bill 2020 “. 

 

My reasons are as follows. 

 

1. There are long delays to licences caused by forestry appeals commission 

2. The forestry appeals commission cannot cope with workload leaving a hugh 

backlog. 

3. The farming and timber industry are been massively hit by this delay. 

4. Most importantly peoples jobs and livelihoods are at stake.  

5. Rural Ireland as we know will die, the revenue that this sector brings to the 

people of Ireland is massive, the loss of this revenue throughout Ireland would really 

effect our country. 

6. It is vital the forestry appeals commission are reformed to make it fit for 

purpose, we need this legislation passed to save my job and the other 12,000 jobs in 

this industry.  

 

 

 

 

 

Regards, 

 



Glennon Brothers 

 

Hi I am Michelle Kenneally working for Glennon 

Brothers, my livelihood is at stake due to the new 

forestry licensing procedures in 2019. Which can 

lead to loss of employment 

I support the proposed changes in the Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 

2020 due to the following reasons;- 

 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 

• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 

• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

• People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 

 



Midlands Computer IT Solutions 

 

To whom it may concern, 

I support the upcoming forestry bill.  

I think failure to pass this bill will have huge negative consequences for our country 

and agricultural economy. 

Not to mention the possible loss of our forests and recreation areas. 

 

Regards 

 



Coolrain Sawmills Ltd,  

 

I Steven Norval, wish to make the following submission regarding the recently drafted amendments 

to the Agricultural Appeals Act 2001.  

I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which need to be implemented urgently and in 

full. 

I am making this submission as I work in the forestry sector and understand how important these 

amendments are to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar planning 

processes and to improve the overall efficiency of this system. 

Regards, 

 

 

Kind regards 

 



Jones Engineering 

 

Hi  

I am a small forest owner who is approaching first thinning & applying for a forest road. 

 

I support the amendments to the bill but they do not go far enough. As forestry is a crop it should 

only go through a licencing system with the regulatory authority no appeals from non connected 

parties ie neighbouring property owners and not aligned to the planning system which is open to 

abuse from people who have nothing to lose. 

It is vital for forest owners to have a efficient forestry appeals system to deal with appeals from 

farmers in an acceptable timeframe. Currently farmers with an appeal case pending could have to 

wait in excess of 20 months before their case is heard, this is unacceptable. The system is not fit for 

purpose and is stopping farmers from managing their forests effectively which is directly impacting 

financial return from their forest. These delays are now causing massive problems for sawmill in 

sourcing supplies for the mill and now look like running out of raw material before the end of the 

year which is putting their employees job in jeopardy and also the other services and jobs that these 

people support. The supply of raw materials is not available from Europe as stop gap measure due to 

the strong demand in these other countries. The problem has to be fixed at home to ensure a 

sustainable flexible and simple system that small and medium can operate in. 

At present you could not recommend for a small landowner to go into the forestry system with the 

mess that it is in at present.  

 

As outlined the proposed changes include:  

(i) multiple appeal cases to be hear in tandem reducing the waiting time for forest owners,  

(ii) only people that lodged an objection (during the licence application phase) being able to lodge an 

appeal unless their land adjoins the property,  

(iii) a fee being introduced for appeals and  

(iv) giving powers to FAC not to hold oral hearings where they may not be the most appropriate, 

efficient, and effective method of processing appeals. 



 

I support forestry and it needs to continue 



Veon 
 
To Whom it may concern,  
 
I fully agree with the proposed changes to the upcoming forestry bill for the following reasons,  
I am a 25year old forester working for Veon ltd as a regional manager in the SW of the country,  
In the past year or more this industry has become increasingly difficult to work in due to delays in 
licencing. 
It has gone to the stage that it is now impossible to plan/programme work. There are massive 
issues/frustrations from private land owners who have existing plantations who are now being 
refused to right to be allowed to manage them due appeals and delays.  
The entire system is a utter disgrace and I am personally embarrassed to be a part of the industry at 
this present time!! 
 
The sector supports so many jobs and throughout this pandemic and is classified as a essential 
service. My question is if it is an essential service why is it tied up in a bureaucratic nightmare which 
was created internally by the department of ag who should of stood tall long before we got this far 
instead of burying their heads in the sand. 
 
I have highlighted a few key personalised points below  

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC (forestry appeals committee) - the FAC 
are not well enough resourced to deal with the amount of files that are going there. They 
simply need either more resources or less files. Surly neither of the above are impossible. A 
fee and a genuine reason to appeal is the standout oblivious answer here !!! I have had so 
many private land owner in the passed year plus who licences have been appealed by third 
parties who have noting to do with the individual job in hand ! it is absolutely crazy that and 
individual can object to a "farmer" in Kerry, licence with no fee nor reason but rather a 
"right"  

• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 
The knock on effect in rural areas and creation of jobs is being directly effected now with the 
loss of jobs a reality on the ground. This going from the local forester, digger driver, lorry 
driver, diesel delivery lorry, quarries, local shop for lunch. examples of cash flow throughout 
rural areas from forestry is ENDLESS. 

• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

• I am 100% in support of the change as if they do not happen peoples livelihoods are now 
under serious threat, the country needs the raw materials and the resource is there ! 
Licencing needs to be brought in line with current planning regulations where fees to object 
are the norm. I have no issues with genuine objections from locals to a job that may effect 
them but the current line of objections are from people who are having a direct issue with 
European directives not the local farmer who should have the right to liquidise their asset as 
be it a pension plan/investment etc.  

• People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 
Thank you for your time,  
 
Best regards Daniel O Connell  



 

 

 

Daniel O'Connell,  
South West Regional Manager  
T: +353 87 607 1539 F: +353 1 284 5195 
email: doconnell@veon.ie 
The Craggens, Castleisland Co. Kerry  
www.veon.ie 
Visit our YouTube Channel at: https://www.youtube.com/c/VeonForestry 

Veon Limited Registered Address: Unit 1, Block D, Leopardstown Business Centre, Ballyogan Road, 
Dublin 18.  
Veon Ltd is a member of Forest Industries Ireland 
 
Registered in Ireland CRO number 570149 Veon Ltd is a member of The Irish Forestry and Forest Products 

Association 
The information contained in this email and in any attachments is confidential and is designated 
solely for the attention and use of the intended recipient(s). This information may be subject to legal 
and professional privilege. The opinions expressed in this message and/or any attachments are those 
of the author and not necessarily those of Veon Limited, its parent company, subsidiaries and 
affiliates. There is no guarantee that this message is either private or confidential, and it may have 
been altered by unauthorised sources without your or our knowledge. Nothing in the message is 
capable or intended to create any legally binding obligations on either party and it is not intended to 
provide legal advice. Veon Limited accepts no responsibility for loss or damage from its use, 
including damage from virus. If you are not an intended recipient of this email, you must not use, 
disclose, copy, distribute or retain this message or any part of it. If you have received this email in 
error, please notify the sender immediately and delete all copies of this email from your computer 
system(s). 
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Coolrain Sawmills/Garden Living 
 
 
I Steven Norval, wish to make the following submission regarding the 
recently drafted amendments to the Agricultural Appeals Act 2001.  
I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which need to be 
implemented urgently and in full. 
I am making this submission as I work in the forestry sector and understand 
how important these amendments are to align the forestry licencing and 
appeals processes with similar planning processes and to improve the overall 
efficiency of this system. 

Regards, 
 
Steven Norval 
 
--  
Kind regards  
Steven Norval 
Coolrain Sawmills|Garden Living|T:057-8735152 
E: info@gardenliving.ie|W: www.gardenliving.ie 
 

mailto:info@gardenliving.ie
http://www.gardenliving.ie/


Murray Timber Group 

 

Dear Sir / Madam 

I am writing to you in relation to the proposed changes to FAC Legislation. 

I support the proposed changes to the legislation. There are long delays to licences caused by the 

FAC. The FAC cannot cope with its workload and this is hindering forestry activity and damaging the 

industry. It is vital that FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. People’s livelihoods, mine included 

are at stake here.  

 

Kind regards, 

 
Alison Merrigan  
Murray Timber Group 
Ballon  
Co. Carlow  
Tel : 059 9759178 
Fax : 059 9159206 
 



IJM Timber Engineering Ltd 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
We in IJM are fully support the Draft Agricultural Appeals (Ammendment) Bill 2020, which is critical 

to help resolve the current crisis.  

 

I believe that forestry, grown as a crop, needs to be viewed as such. The doubling of home grown log 

availability from now to 2035 due to the private forests coming on stream is only going to compound 

the current problem. Why is a crop that takes 30 years to mature any different than a crop that 

grows in a few months? Also, the people that have invested in that longer term crop are subject to a 

process that could potentially damage their investment and will certainly prevent people in the 

future making the long term investment needed for forestry, as has been encouraged by our 

government.  

 

As the substantial supporter of home grown timber in Ireland, our business will be severely 

impacted if sawmills cannot access raw materials.  

Current shortage of supply of structural timber, either homegrown or imported, has been 

exacerbated by the Covid lockdown. As a consequence the option of replacing homegrown with 

imported is restricted, if available at all, and only then at over inflated prices.  

Timber Frame method of construction now accounts for 30% to 35% of all housing developments 

and is produced at home. Lack of supply and higher prices will bring our industry to it’s knees and 

will result in houses not being built. 

The timber industry supports 12,000 jobs, many of throughout the country, supporting other local 

businesses and jobs.  

 

While this Bill will address the current impasse the Government need to take a more pragmatic 
position on this issue. The requirement for a licence to harvest a crop, if this applies to timber then it 
should also apply to all crops. 
 

Best Regards,  

Peter McCaughey | Managing Director | IJM Timber Engineering Ltd. 

ROI: t. +353 47 71711 | +353 86 241 1542 | www.ijm.ie | peter.mccaughey@ijm.ie 

Head Office: Old Armagh Road, Monaghan, H18 V306, Ireland 

 

http://www.ijm.ie/
mailto:peter.mccaughey@ijm.ie
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Nolan Transport 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 
 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 
Kind regards, 
 
Samira Shaw  
Assistant Credit Controller 

E: samira@nolantransport.com  
T: +353 (0)51 445221  
F: +353 (0)51 445286  

NolanTransport.com, Oaklands, New Ross, Co. Wexford, Ireland 

 

 
 

NOLAN 
NolanTransport .com 

 

 

   

 

 

 
Are you Brexit Compliant ? If you import or export goods into or out of the 
European Union (EU), you will need a unique EORI number and Taric 
Code(s) for the Product(s) being Transported. If you are Irish based for 
more info click here if you are UK based click here.  

 
Nolan Transport, established since 1963, now operates its own asset-based fleet of 1650 transport units throughout the markets of 
Ireland, UK & Europe.  
Visit our website @ www.nolantransport.com  

 

mailto:samira@nolantransport.com
https://www.revenue.ie/en/online-services/services/common/register-for-an-eori-number.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/get-a-uk-eori-number-to-trade-within-the-eu
http://www.nolantransport.com/


Ramor Renewables 
 
To whom it may concern,  
 
I support the upcoming forestry bill 2020 

Kind Regards 
 
Shane O'Reilly 
 
Ramor Renewables Heating & Plumbing Ltd. 
 
Unit 1a, Block A, Virginia Shopping Centre  
Virginia, Co Cavan 
 
 
T: 049-854 3066 
M: 086-2907963 
Email: info@rrhp.ie 
 

tel:049-854%203066
tel:086-2907963
mailto:oreillyhpr@gmail.com


KCH Haulage Ltd 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
We, KCH Haulage Ltd wish to make the following submission regarding the recently drafted 
amendments to the Agricultural Appeals Act 2001.  
 
We wish to state that we fully support these amendments which need to be implemented urgently 
and in full.  
 
We are making this submission as we work in the forestry sector and understand how important 
these amendments are to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar planning 
processes and to improve the overall efficiency of this system, 
 
We need the forestry sector to be supported at this difficult time. Our family and a number of our 
extended family work in the industry and depend on it for their families survival. 
 
Regards 
Catherine Heneghan 
Director 
KCH Haulage Ltd 
 



Glennon Brothers 
 
I support the above Bill as thousands of people’s livelihoods depend on this. 
 
This is one sector that isn’t badly affected by COVID and the country has enough job loses at present 
with COVID. 
There is no need for this sector to lose jobs also. 
 
Regards, 
 
Catherine Ledwidge 
 
DTE MANUFACTURING LTD 
TIMBER FRAMES | ROOF TRUSSES | METAL WEB JOISTS 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Scratenagh Cross, Dublin Road, 
Arklow, Co. Wicklow 
Tel: +353 (0)402 31704 
Email: catherine.ledwidge@dte.ie 
 
 

 
 

mailto:catherine.ledwidge@dte.ie


Turnkey Business Software Ltd 
 
To whom it may concern. 
 
As an employee of a UK based company providing IT Systems to numerous companies within the 
Irish Forestry Sector I wish to register my support in favour of the Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) 
Bill 2020. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Ben Wilson. 
 

Ben Wilson  
Support Consultant  
 
Turnkey Business Software  
 
ben.wilson@turnkey-bs.com  
 
CONSULT. DELIVER. GROW TOGETHER. 

 
 

Turnkey Business Software Ltd 
Thornton Lodge, East Kilbride Road, 
Glasgow, G76 9HW, UK 
(+44) 141 644 5444 
www.turnkey-bs.com  

 

mailto:ben.wilson@turnkey-bs.com
tel:+4401416445444
https://www.turnkey-bs.com/


IJM Timber Engineering Ltd 
 
27th August 2020 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
We in IJM are fully support the Draft Agricultural Appeals (Ammendment) Bill 2020, which is critical 

to help resolve the current crisis.  

 

I believe that forestry, grown as a crop, needs to be viewed as such. The doubling of home grown log 

availability from now to 2035 due to the private forests coming on stream is only going to compound 

the current problem. Why is a crop that takes 30 years to mature any different than a crop that 

grows in a few months? Also, the people that have invested in that longer term crop are subject to a 

process that could potentially damage their investment and will certainly prevent people in the 

future making the long term investment needed for forestry, as has been encouraged by our 

government.  

 

As the substantial supporter of home grown timber in Ireland, our business will be severely 

impacted if sawmills cannot access raw materials.  

Current shortage of supply of structural timber, either homegrown or imported, has been 

exacerbated by the Covid lockdown. As a consequence the option of replacing homegrown with 

imported is restricted, if available at all, and only then at over inflated prices.  

Timber Frame method of construction now accounts for 30% to 35% of all housing developments 

and is produced at home. Lack of supply and higher prices will bring our industry to it’s knees and 

will result in houses not being built. 

The timber industry supports 12,000 jobs, many of throughout the country, supporting other local 

businesses and jobs.  

 

While this Bill will address the current impasse the Government need to take a more pragmatic 
position on this issue. The requirement for a licence to harvest a crop, if this applies to timber then it 
should also apply to all crops. 
 
 
Kind Regards, 

Francis Clerkin | Purchasing Manager | IJM Timber Engineering Ltd. 

ROI: t. +353 47 74521 | francis.clerkin@ijm.ie  

UK/NI: t. +44 845 6803451 | francis.clerkin@ijm.ie 

Head Office: Old Armagh Road, Monaghan, Ireland. 

 

 

mailto:sales@ijm.ie
mailto:sales@ijmtimberframe.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/IJM-Timber-Engineering/457254997630841


Glennon Brothers 
 

 

Hello, 

 

I support this legislation as I work in the industry and my income depends on this, also there 

is currently a huge customer demand so I feel there is a really vital industry to keep the 

economy going. 

 

Regards, 

 

Linsay McKellar 

 
Tel: +44 (0) 1292 318180 

Fax: +44 (0) 1292 318733 

Email: linsay.mckellar@glennonbrothers.co.uk 

Web: www.glennonbrothers.com 

 

Glennon Brothers (UK) LTD. Registered No. 11487, Scotland. Registered Address: Portland House, Harbour 

Road, Troon, KA10 6DN 

 

mailto:linsay.mckellar@glennonbrothers.co.uk
http://www.glennonbrothers.com/


Grassland 
 
Hello  
 
To whom it may concern. 
 
It is a matter of urgency that the upcoming Draft agriculture appeals Bill 2020 be enacted. 
 
The systematic objections by a small group of people is play havoc with the future of the forestry 
industry. 
 
As a small forestry owner, I feel that it would not be fair for a group of people living hundred of miles 
away be giving unrestricted rights to object without any hurdles. 
 
As a forestry owner, I feel that I have enacted all requirements stated by the powers that be to 
comply with an environmentally sustainable manner of forestry management. 
 
I am a farmer as a whole with small amount of forestry and was planted as a conscious decision to 
do my bit to protect the environment and mitigate against emissions. When the time comes to fell 
the forestry (which is a sustainable resource), I do not want to be impacted by people that I have 
never met or who do’t even know my circumstances. 
 
These group of people need to comply with regulations and I feel this bill will be sufficient to protect 
forestry owners, workers, business, construction and environmentalist as a whole. 
 
Please pass the upcoming the forestry bill to protect the jobs and livle 
 
Kind Regards 
 

 
 
 



Eirebloc Pallets 
 
To Whom it may concern, 
 
I send this mail in support the amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 to align the 
forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar planning processes. 
 
As I am part of this industry I feel it is very important that this amendment is done as it will 
protect future jobs  
 
Regards, 
 

 
 



Glennon Brothers 
 

 

Good Afternoon, 

 

I would like to show my support for the new legislation as I work in this industry and my 

livelihood depends on this. 

 

My reasons are listed below: 

 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 

• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 

• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

 

We need this legislation passed to save our jobs and this industry. 

 

 

 
Regards, 
 
Lorna McCreadie 
 
Tel: +44 (0) 1292 318180 
Email: lorna.mccreadie@glennonbrothers.co.uk 
Web: www.glennonbrothers.com 
 

Glennon Brothers (UK) LTD. Registered No. 11487, Scotland. Registered Address: Portland House, Harbour 
Road, Troon, KA10 6DN 

 

mailto:lorna.mccreadie@glennonbrothers.co.uk
http://www.glennonbrothers.com/


 
Woods Firewood Products Ltd 
 
I wish to lodge my full support for the recently drafted amendments to the Agricultural Appeals Act 
2001. 
These amendments are critical to protect jobs in the forestry sector and related industries, in the 
short, medium and long term. They are also critical to ensure the afforestation programme can 
proceed with adequate conversion of land into forestry to meet our future requirements in terms of 
supply of raw materials, in terms of carbon capture, in terms of supply of renewable fuels, and in 
terms of increased forest cover in Ireland. 
 
I am making this submission as I work in the sector and fully appreciate how important these 
amendments are in aligning the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar planning 
processes, as well as improving the overall efficiency of this system. 
 
Regards, 
Harry Woods 
 
Woods Firewood Products Ltd. 
Cloonarragh. 
Castlerea. 
Co Roscommon. 
F45 HW57. 
 



Laois Sawmills LTD 
 
Dear Sir/Madam  
 
 
 

I Niall McNamara wish to make the following submission 

regarding the recently drafted amendments to the 

Agricultural Appeals Act 2001.  
I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which 

need to be implemented urgently and in full. 
I am making this submission as I work in the forestry sector 

and understand how important these amendments are to 

align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with 

similar planning processes and to improve the overall 

efficiency of this system. 
Regards, 
 
 
 

Niall McNamara  
Laois Sawmills LTD 
Mob 086 2794872 
Office 057 86 21075 
 



 

Henly Forklift Group Ltd 

Good afternoon 

 

I am a Sales Manager for Henley Forklift Group Ltd that is involved in the sale of equipment to 

Woodfab Timber Limited and many other companies involved Ireland’s timber industry. 

 

I am concerned at recent reports about the backlogs in the State’s forestry licensing and appeals 

system. This will directly impact on our business and the livelihoods of our 100 employees. 

 

I understand that there are long delays to licences caused by the FAC. At the current run rate it will 

take 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC. It is clear that the FAC simply cannot 

cope with the workload. The changes to the legislation included in the draft bill should help this 

situation providing the FAC is adequately and quickly resourced. It is vital that the FAC is reformed to 

make it fit for purpose.  

 

In summary I would like my support of the draft legislation to be noted. 

 

Regards 

 

Paul Roche 

 



KCH Haulage Ltd 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
We, KCH Haulage Ltd wish to make the following submission regarding the recently drafted 
amendments to the Agricultural Appeals Act 2001. 
 
We wish to state that we fully support these amendments which need to be implemented urgently 
and in full. 
 
We are making this submission as we work in the forestry sector and understand how important 
these amendments are to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar planning 
processes and to improve the overall efficiency of this system, 
 
We need the forestry sector to be supported at this difficult time. Our family and a number of our 
extended family work in the industry and depend on it for their families survival. 
 
Kind Regards, 
Megan Heneghan. 
 



Kelko Plant Sales T/A Kelly Point Building Supplies 

Dear Sir/Madam,  

In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 

Proposals 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought to market, until 

the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” have a right to 

object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in the forestry application 

process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  

4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 

5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals in a timely and 

fair manner. 

6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord Pleanála. 

This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  

Bad for jobs 

Bad for rural Ireland 

Bad for exports 

Bad for business 

Bad for our carbon footprint 

Bad for the public purse 

Bad for building 

Bad for renovating 

Bad for retrofitting 

Bad for the environment 



You have to ask -Who is this good for?  

 

We at Kelly Building Supplies fully support this amendment 

Regards 

Cate Osborne 

Senior Buyer 

 

Kelko Plant Sales T/A Kelly Point Building Supplies 

Milltown Industrial Estate 

Warrenpoint BT34 3PN 

 

 

 

 

 

Kellys 

Hire | Hardware | Building Supplies | Garage Services 

Milltown East Industrial Estate 

Upper Dromore Road 

Warrenpoint 

Newry 

Co Down 

BT34 3PN 

 

T: (0044) (0) 28 4177 3674 

F: (0044) (0) 28 4175 9260 

W: www.kellys-group.com 

 

http://www.kellys-group.com/


         26th August 2020 

Draft Agricultural Appeals 
(Amendment) Bill 2020 
Submission to public consultation 

Submission made to:  FORESTRYBILL2020@AGRICULTURE.GOV.IE 

SOUTH EAST TIMBER 

SUBMISSION FROM SOUTH EAST TIMBER 
SHEASTOWN 
WELLINGTONBRIDGE  
CO. WEXFORD 

mailto:FORESTRYBILL2020@AGRICULTURE.GOV.IE


MANAGED FORESTRY IN IRELAND AND THE CURRENT CRISIS 

Managed Forestry is a rapidly growing green industry in Ireland.  It provides jobs - both rural and 
urban, facilitates Climate Action, supplies the national building industry, contributes to overseas 
exports and produces a whole wealth of timber related products for both the national and international 
markets, resulting in a per annum contribution of €2.3 billion to the Irish economy. 

Forestry has an increasingly important role to play in the improvement of Ireland’s response to the 
issues of Climate Change, developing biodiverse ecosystems and improving services such as water 
quality and flood protection.  Forestry has also become a vital resource in increasing farm income and 
farm/land value. 

At present the Forestry Industry in Ireland provides 12,000 jobs many of which are in rural 
communities.  Forestry is therefore vital to the survival of rural communities and rural life and by 2035 
it is expected that the Forestry Industry will have doubled its growth making it a life line both for local 
and national economies. 
  
South East Timber is very proud to be a contributing member of the forestry sector in Ireland and we 
wish to work with the new government’s Programme for Government - Our Shared Future to maintain 
the jobs and services we presently provide with a view to growing more of both. 

However, it is becoming increasingly hard for us to deliver on this as the Forestry Industry in Ireland is 
now at crisis point. 

1.  Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019 the issuing and processing of 
forestry licences have been seriously impacted.  The ability to operate and plan within the forestry 
sector is being hindered by administrative and procedural impediments which are rendering the 
current system inoperable. 

2. These impediments which exist nowhere else in Europe, have caused major disruption in the Irish 
forestry sector.  At present felling licence approvals are only at 20% of the required rate, with over 
400 outstanding projects appealed but not processed.  The low rate of approvals coupled with the 
outstanding appeals impact not only on felling, but on planting and road building.  The rate of 
appeals to processing is growing evermore, and as a result there is a 16 month backlog. 

3. This backlog and ensuing delays are affecting supply to sawmills, building sites and factories for 
secondary production.  It is impacting jobs in sawmills and in harvesting companies such as my 
own.  This impact will be felt down the line until jobs in the building industry, on farms, in factories 
and offices relating to forestry and other timber industries are all affected - areas which have all 
already been affected by the onset of Covid 19. 

4. It is worth noting that the vast majority of these appeals are being lodged by a small number of 
individuals with little understanding of Forestry Policy and the improvements and benefits it has for 
the land, the climate, varying ecosystems and the economy.  



We at South East Timber believe that these issues can be addressed and resolved but that 
resolution must be acted on sooner rather than later in order to protect jobs and the future of 
the industry as a whole. 

To that end we at South East Timber would wish to acknowledge the following with regards to 
the draft legislation. 

1.  We support the proposal for an Annual Report the main focus of which should be how the 
FAC handles the timely delivery of decisions on appeals.  We feel a 60 day time limit is 
manageable for all. 

2. We welcome the introduction of a Deputy Chairperson whereby the workload for the 
Chairperson may be delegated. 

3. We support the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions and have those divisions 
operable without a chairperson present. 

4. We believe a committee quorum should be 2 as opposed to 3.  This is appropriate to the 
complexity level of forestry projects and would allow for the timeframe of 2 months to be 
met. 

5. The FAC should be able to full utilise it’s resources by removing the requirement for a 
member to be of a specific grade. 

6. The FAC should have the appropriate personpower to clear the backlog and reach a point 
whereby all appeals are decided upon within the 60 day timeframe. 

7. With respect to the above, a statutory timeframe should be put in place for dealing with 
appeals as per certain housing developments.  This point is of vital importance to the 
improvement of the forestry appeals process. 

8. We support the proposal to introduce a fee for appeals in order to assist with the adequate 
resourcing of the FAC. 

9. We support the proposal to let the Chairperson(s) determine if an oral hearing is necessary 
to resolve an appeal.  The holding of oral hearings creates long, unnecessary delays. 

10. We support the proposal that the relevant Minister retains stated powers to issue and 
formulate directives and regulations. 

We at South East Timber would also like to note that we support the following measures which 
are additional to those contained in the Draft Legislation: 

1.  National Forestry Policy - noting the need for the support of a National Forestry Policy with 
an ongoing acknowledgment of the importance of the forestry sector to the economy and to 
life in Ireland. 

2. That the Chairperson of the FAC be given powers to reject appeals that have no grounds 
or merit. 

3. That all appeals are site specific and not merely a broad objection to National Forestry 
Policy. 

4. The establishment of a precedent for repeated or generic appeals. 
5. That the Minister establishes more rigorous requirements with regards to the lodging of 

appeals; appeals to be site and interest specific. 



In conclusion, we at South East Timber would like to add that we are a small business which 
has operated successfully for approximately 26 years.  We are a small employer and have up 
until this year managed to keep all our employees in full employment.  Furthermore, we have 
stayed fully operational throughout the pandemic as we are, like all involved in the forestry 
sector, vital to the ground level running of Agribusiness in this country. 

Despite remaining fully operational we have had to put some employees on the Government 
Covid Payment as no more than the rest of the county we have take a large hit in income.  
This hit in income is further affected by the ongoing issues with felling licences which if not 
addressed will grind the forestry industry in Ireland to a halt by years end.  An outcome such as 
this will be catastrophic for my business and all others like me, and for the industry as a whole. 
  
Unnecessary appeals to felling licences are driven by individuals with little understanding of 
the forestry industry and it’s Green and renewable credentials and as a business owner and an 
employer, it is remarkably frustrating that I am being denied my full working capacity due to 
issues of red tape which could easily be resolved thus allowing the industry to move forward 
and do what it is supposed to do; that is provide employment, promote Green agribusiness and 
support those industries such as the building industry that in turn rely on local timber products 
to keep their own industries going. 

I am in full support of an overhaul of the Felling Licence Appeals Process and hope that we, as 
an industry vital to the economy of this county, are listened to and respected enough for a 
change to occur which will resolve this problem and let us all proceed with saving our 
businesses and growing this very important industry. 

___________________________________________ 
Anthony Codd 
South East Timber 

EITHNE O'BRIEN



Pirtek 

To Whom It Concerns, 

 

We are a small company that rely on work from the forestry sector. We would like to support the 

proposed changes in the draft agricultural (amendment) Bill 2020 for the following reasons. 

 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 
• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 
• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 
• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 
• People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 

 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

 

Greg Cummins 

Sales Director 

PIRTEK CORK & WATERFORD 

Unit 2, Westlink Business Park, 

Mallow Road, 

Cork. 

Tel: 00353 21 4210990 

Fax: 00 353 21 4210995 

Mob: 00 353 86 8389589 

greg.cummins@pirtekcork.com 

mailto:greg.cummins@pirtekcork.com


Millpond Ltd 

 

To whom it may concern,  

 

Millpond ltd,  

Sheastown wellingtonbridge co Wexford,  

has been in the forestry industry for 38 years. My father and myself ran the business and I now carry 

it on myself.  

During this time, we worked primarily for Murray Timber Products Ltd and Coillte.  

I have 5 direct employees and sub contractors also employed.  

Throughout the recession of 08/09 our business always kept going and even though COVID 19 was a 

major concern, I kept all my employees and sub contractors working.  

However this felling licence delays WILL put my company out of business.  

Improvements must be made to the appeal process and I completely agree with the improvements 

that are being proposed.  

I urge you to improve the appeal process as we as an industry have to harvest our crop, which is 

what commercial forestry is, a 30-35 year old crop, completely renewable.  

My company always paid its taxes and has never asked the government for any Financial help, 

however If these important improvements are not granted asap, my company will collapse.  

If you have any questions on what I have spoken about in this email, please contact me.  

 

Kindness regards  

James Codd  

 



AstonLark 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I write to confirm that as an employee of an Insurance Brokers that act for a wide range of clients 

operating in the Forestry Industry I support the upcoming Bill as the failure of any of these Forestry 

clients could potentially have an impact on the viability of my own employment. 

Kind regards, 

 

Robert  

 

Robert Kennedy  

CEO Ireland  

 

 

T: +353 86 3179354  

 

E: robert.kennedy@astonlark.com  

W: www.astonlark.com  

A: 10/11 The Courtyard Kilcarbery Park Nangor Road, Dublin,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Aston Lark Limited Registered in England and Wales No: 02831010  

Registered office: Ibex House, 42–47 Minories, London EC3N 1DY  

Aston Lark Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority  

View our Privacy Notice here.  

 

mailto:robert.kennedy@astonlark.com
https://www.astonlark.com/
https://www.astonlark.com/privacy-notice
https://www.astonlark.com/coronavirus-response
https://www.linkedin.com/company/astonlark/
https://www.facebook.com/AstonLark/
https://twitter.com/AstonLark


Harmony Timber Solutions (Irl) 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals on behalf of 

Harmony Timber Solutions (Irl). 

Proposals 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought to market, 
until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry license “relevant person” have a 
right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in the forestry 
application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 
5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals in a timely 

and fair manner. 
6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord Pleanála. 

Kind regards, 

Garrett Dempsey. 

27 August 2020. 

Garrett Dempsey  

Group Managing Director  

 

 

W www.harmonytimber.com  

T 0402 23528 M 087 9873527  

https://harmonytimber.com/
tel:040223528
tel:0879873527
http://harmonytimber.com/
https://www.harmonytimber.com/
https://www.flipgorilla.com/p/25693471184519765/show#/25693471184519765/0
https://www.flipgorilla.com/p/25693471184526745/show


 

IRL Block A, Avoca River Park, Arklow, Co. Wicklow  

UK Unit 2a, Canterbury Industrial Park, Hersden, Canterbury, Kent, CT3 4HQ  

 

 

 

This email and its attachments are confidential and are intended solely for the use of the individual 

to whom it is addressed. Any views or opinions expressed are solely those of the author and do not 

necessarily represent Harmony Timber Solutions. If you are not the intended recipient of this email 

and its attachments, please take no action based upon them, and please do not copy or show them 

to anyone. Please contact the sender if you believe you have received this email in error. We believe 

that this email is virus free but we cannot make any guarantees. Recipients should therefore check 

for viruses and similar harmful devices and we cannot accept liability for any which may occur.  

 



RBK 

 

Please save jobs! 

 

Kind regards 

 

Madeleine Kruger 

Assistant Manager, Restructuring and Insolvency 

 

 

 

Dublin l Athlone l Roscommon 

 

T: +353 (0)1 644 0100 

E: mkruger@rbk.ie 

W: www.rbk.ie 

 

RBK, Boole House, Beech Hill Office Campus, Beech Hill Road, Clonskeagh, Dublin 4, D04 A563, 

Ireland. 

 

 

 

 

Client satisfaction is important to us. Client referrals are important to our business. Most of our 

business comes directly or indirectly from client referrals and we appreciate this expression of 

confidence in our people and our work. If you know of any business associates, work colleagues, 

mailto:mkruger@rbk.ie
http://www.rbk.ie/
https://business.facebook.com/RBKCharteredAccountants/?business_id=799295736850172
https://twitter.com/RBKCA
https://www.linkedin.com/company-beta/47500/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEHlDu0yA1y0hyBpImIBl_Q
http://www.leadingedgealliance.com/


friends or family members who can also benefit from our wide range of business services please do 

not hesitate to contact me. I would welcome the opportunity to assist them. 

 

 

 

 

©2020 RBK is the registered business name of RBK Business Advisers Unlimited Company 

(registration number 141428), RBK Business Services Unlimited Company (registration 

number 334442) and RBK Partnership, registered at RBK House, Irishtown, Athlone, Co. 

Westmeath, N37 XP52, Ireland. 



Saint-Gobain Building Distribution (RoI) Limited t/a PDM 

To whom it concern 

 

I wish to note my support of the Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020. Due to the lack of 

or shortage of raw materials, sawmills will run out of timber and our timber supply will be seriously 

impacted. Furthermore a significant number of jobs will be lost without these changes in legislation. 

 

Regards, 

 

Maurice 

 

Maurice Whelan 

Saint-Gobain Building Distribution (RoI) Limited t/a PDM 

Oldmilltown, Kill, Co. Kildare W91 FY96 

Tel: +353 (0) 45 877 165 

Mob: +353 (0) 86 033 3116 

Fax: +353 (0) 45 877 467  

 

http://www.pdm.ie 

 

 

 

[Saint-Gobain Building Distribution (RoI) Limited]. Registered in Ireland, Company Number [313869]. 

Registered Office,[Oldmilltown, Kill, Co. Kildare, Ireland] 

 

http://www.pdm.ie/


Woodfab Timber Limited 

Good afternoon 

 

I am an employee of Woodfab Timber Limited and welcome the draft legislation and encourage its 

implementation. 

 

I have worked in the Finance Department of Woodfab for almost 10 years. I am very concerned 

about my job and the jobs of my colleagues. My husband also works in construction and I have read 

countless articles in the media over the last number of months about the shortage of timber and job 

losses due to this. However, I am seeing the effect of this shortage first hand.  

 

I understand from management that we have no commitment of supply from late 2020. They have 

received assurance after assurance that there will be an increase in the number of felling licences 

granted by the Department but to date we are not seeing any increase in log supply. Since the 

introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and issuing of forestry 

licences have been seriously disrupted. The current system is not fit for purpose and the ability to 

operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies and procedural barriers. We 

believe that these issues can be addressed and solutions identified but action must be taken now 

before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry undermined.  

 

I am aware of the long delays to licences caused by the FAC. At the current run rate it will take at 

least 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC and the number of appeals is 

increasing! The FAC in its current format simply cannot cope with the workload. The changes to the 

legislation should help this situation. The delays are hindering forestry activity and damaging the 

industry. It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose and to secure our jobs and the 

industry going forward.  

 

Kind regards 

 

Orlagh Hackett | Accounts Assistant 

Woodfab Timber Limited  

Aughrim, Co. Wicklow, Y14 H593  

T: +353 (0) 402 36228| E : ohackett@woodfabtimber.ie| W: www.woodfabtimber.ie 

 

mailto:ohackett@woodfabtimber.ie%7C
http://www.woodfabtimber.ie/
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Balcas Timber 

To whom it concerns, 

I wish to express my support for the Forestry Bill 2020.  

My employment is under threat as the sawmill I work for depends on Irish timber, this unnecessary 

situation needs urgently resolved as the island’s economy is already in turmoil with Covid and the 

threat looming from Brexit. 

Please consider the following points: 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 

• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 

• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

• I support the proposed changes 

• Peoples livelihoods are at stake here 

Regards 

 

Stephen McNeill  

Forester  

M: +44 77 3041 8088 

Office: +44 28 6632 3003  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

75 Killadeas Road  

Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh,  

Northern Ireland, BT94 2ES  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

www.balcas.com  

https://www.balcas.com/
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SWS Forestry 
 
Good morning, 
 
I am writing to you to express my concern about employment and job security within the 
forestry industry. As a young forester trying to make a start in my forestry career I have been 
one of the lucky few that has secured employment at this time. 
 
There has been much uncertainty for many of my fellow classmates trying to secure a job within 
an industry that is currently on its knees. Immediate changes are needed to the appeals process 
to give the future generation of foresters some hope. 
 
I have friends and family that are currently caught up in the appeals process for afforestation 
and felling licences, after doing all the right things to apply for the licence many of these 
land/forestry owners are sick of it. 
 
The land owner with an afforestation application may not be interested in planting his/her land 
by the time a licence is granted. It is clear that this will not face Ireland in the right direction to 
meet its planting targets, which it if falling miles short of at the moment. 
 
Delays in felling licences being issued are causing thinning rotations to be delayed or missed 
completely, delayed thinning can pose greater risks to the crop as it leaves it more susceptible to 
windblow.  
 
Delayed thinning’s will also affect the growing potential of the crop, this will result in a lower 
overall value to the crop. Why should the forest owner take the fall for this when they have 
done everything right to get the licence issued on time. 
 
There are many contractors within the forestry industry that we need, such as nursery’s, 
cultivation, planting, spraying, harvesting and sawmills many of these have invested heavily in 
specialised forestry machinery. The work is there to keep all of these contractors a float if we 
can reform the FAC process immediately. 
 
If something isn’t done soon to speed up the appeals process, these contractors will go under 
and we won’t have them to call on to complete forest works once things do finally get going 
again. 
 
We cannot wait months for change, we need it now if we are to have any hope of saving our 
industry and starting an upward trend in afforestation and timber production. 
 
 

 
 
Regards, 
 
Lorcan 
 
lorcan.ryan@swsforestry.ie 

mailto:lorcan.ryan@swsforestry.ie


 

Gate Lodge, West Cork Technology Park, Clonakilty, Co. Cork 
www.swsforestry.ie | Freephone 1800 928 900 | info@swsforestry.ie 
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Forst Service Wirz 
 
Dear Madam, 
Dear Sir, 
As a registered forester  and manager of 2 Forest Estates in Ireland, we are suffering under the 
widespread appeals against Tree Felling Licences and Forest Road Planning. The financial losses are 
too high to keep on silent. 
We strongly support the Amendement of the Agriculture Appeals Bill 2020. 
 
 
Mit freundlichen Grüßen 
With best regards 
 
Forst Service Wirz 
Rainer Wirz 
Dorfstraße 21 
D-48231 Warendorf/Germany 
Mob. +49 (0)172 2452020 
Mail: forst.service.wirz@gmx.de 
 
Diese E-mail enthält vertrauliche und/oder rechtlich geschützte Informationen. 
>> Wenn Sie nicht der richtige Adressat sind oder diese E-mail irrtümlich erhalten haben, 
informieren Sie bitte sofort den Absender und vernichten Sie diese E-mail. 
>> Das unerlaubte Kopieren sowie die unbefugte Weitergabe dieser E-mail ist nicht gestattet. Vielen 
Dank. 
>> 
>> This e-mail contains confidential and/or privileged information. 
>> If you are not the intended recipient (or have received this e-mail in error) please notify the 
sender and delete this message. 
>> Any unauthorized copying, disclosure or distribution of the material in this e-mail is strictly 
forbidden. Thank you. 
Gesendet mit der GMX Mail App 
 

mailto:forst.service.wirz@gmx.de


OC Consulting 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

I am a technical member of the Society of Irish Foresters and also an active environmentalist 
involved in numerous sustainability initiatives. This draft Bill has caused much soul searching 
as I absolutely agree with ensuring full and rigorous compliance and enforcement of all 
national and International laws and adherence to commitments to international treaties. 
However, the forestry sector needs longterm stability given the unique lead-time and cycle 
involved in preparing plants in nurseries, planting them out, silvicultural management over 
the rotation and the harvesting and replanting of the crop (where appropriate). It would 
appear that the Department has not covered itself in glory in reacting to the relevant 2018 
ECJ decision that is the seed from which the current debacle has grown. The response was 
tardy, at best. 

The creation and effective management of forests/woodland can and does deliver myriad 
benefits to the economy, to society and for the environment. These benefits can be 
delivered in a number of ways: 

• Protection and enhancement of native flora and fauna 

• Protection of watercourses and flood alleviation 

• Carbon sequestration (that currently offsets about 3% of Ireland’s total annual 
greenhouse gas emissions) 

• Sustainable supply of timber products that further embed carbon and displace 
material which have a much greater carbon footprint 

• Employment in rural areas (where many pharma, financial services and tech 
companies will not locate) 

• Significant indirect and induced employment and economic stimulus 

For a small sector that can deliver such benefits to find itself hamstrung by administrative 
delays in processing appeals on the grounds of a screening technicality is outrageous and a 
shocking indictment of the State’s handling of such environmental screening in the first 
place. The Forest Industry is experiencing serious problems in maintaining a viable 
afforestation and harvesting programme due to the Department’s inability to deal with 
these widespread appeals against planting, roading and felling licences. As an 
environmentalist, I can appreciate the frustration people have with a lot of land use 
programmes and the reality that environmental protection is sometimes an afterthought, 
rather than central to a scheme’s design. However, I do not feel that the lodging numerous 
similar appeals to every forestry operation is the correct way to deal with this frustration. 
People have resorted to doing this out of a sense of helplessness in terms of having their 
voice heard on forestry matters. It is important that this frustration is dealt with through 
effective dialogue, but the current channel for this anger is not the appropriate one. It is 
entirely understandable that there will be a negative reaction to this Bill as it will appear 
that the State is prioritising dealing with the symptom, rather than the cause. A 



comprehensive and coherent communications programme is needed to assure people that 
the root causes will be addressed with the same urgency as the introduction of this Bill. 

On balance I support the amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 to align the 
forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar planning processes but request that 
the Minister urgently appoints external advisors to drive a fundamental restructuring of 
the Forest Service. I believe the time has come for a new Agency to be established, similar 
to Bord Bia, or Bord Iascaigh Mhara, or SEAI, to take on the functions of promotion, 
research, development and implementation of forestry programmes. This is distinct to the 
current role of Teagasc. The Forest Service should then focus of legislative, regulatory and 
governance aspects of Forestry. The role of the forest industry as outlined inter alia in the 
Climate Action Plan, is too important to let it wither on the vine as is currently happening. 
Systemic change is required to enable the sector to reach its true potential. 

A start needs to be made to develop land use policy at a catchment level, setting thresholds for 
each land use (incl forestry) appropriate to the geography and ecology of each catchment. This 
should include legislative protection for all sensitive ecosystems, including native or naturized 
woodlands and the establishment of permanent conservation corridors connecting these 
woodlands. Such land use policy needs to be developed through wide and meaningful 
consultation with all communities and other stakeholders. The policy development also needs to 
be led by the latest scientific evidence which includes avoiding any further degradation or draining 
of peatlands. 

Best regards 

Joe 

 
 

 

Joe O'Carroll, MSIF, MBA, Dip IoD 
Director 

+353.86.2554182 

joe.ocarroll@occonsulting.ie 

www.occonsulting.ie 
 

      

 

tel:+353862554182
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https://twitter.com/JoeOCarroll
https://www.linkedin.com/company/oc-consulting-ireland


Irish Bioenergy Association 
 
Dear Sir/Madam,  
 

I, Padraic O'Neill, Director of the Irish Bioenergy Association, wish to make 
the following submission regarding the recently drafted amendments to the 
Agricultural Appeals Act 2001.  
I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which need to be 
implemented urgently and in full. 
I am making this submission as I work in the bioenergy sector and 
understand how important these amendments are to align the forestry 
licencing and appeals processes with similar planning processes and to 
improve the overall efficiency of this system. 
The development of forestry in Ireland is a critical national priority. The 
present situation, which results in unconscionable delays, is wholly 
unacceptable. 
 
Regards, 
 
Padraic O'Neill 
086 8562528 
 



Eldron Logs Ltd 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I Gearoid Sheridan am writing this to express my huge concern in changes needed to be made in 
FAC. 
 
I'm a director of a timber harvesting company Eldron logs Ltd, which is under huge pressure due to 
the long delays in felling licences, leaving the company with no work, caused by FAC. 
 
It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose as my, my family and alot of other 
people's livelihoods are at stake here. 
 
Gearoid Sheridan 
 



Enviroeye Engineering Ltd 

 
To: ForestryBill2020@agriculture.gov.ie 
 
I wish to lodge my full support for the recently drafted amendments to the Agricultural Appeals Act 
2001. 
 
These amendments are critical to protect jobs in the forestry sector and related industries, in the 
short, medium and long term. They are also critical to ensure the afforestation programme can 
proceed with adequate conversion of land into forestry to meet our future requirements in terms of 
supply of raw materials, in terms of carbon capture, in terms of supply of renewable fuels & 
electricity using biomass, and in terms of increased forest cover in Ireland. 
 
I am making this submission as I work in the sector and fully appreciate how important these 
amendments are in aligning the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar planning 
processes, as well as improving the overall efficiency of this system. 

Regards 
Micheál 
IrBEA Member  

Micheál Galvin 

BSc(Eng) MSc(Tech) CEng MIEI 

Enviroeye Engineering Ltd 

Leastown, Oldtown, Co. Dublin 

Tel: + 353 (0)1-8433856 

Fax: + 353 (0)1-6335340 

Mobile:+ 353 (0)87-2443393 

eMail: mailto:info@enviroeye.ie 

Web: www.enviroeye.ie 

 SAVE PÁIPÉAR - a dhéanann tú cinnte gur gá seo a phriontáil r-phost? 

SAVE PAPER - do you really need to print this e-mail? 
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Balcas Timber 
 
To whom it concerns, 
  
I wish express my support for the Forestry Bill 2020. 
  
Based in Co Donegal I have been working in the forestry industry for nearly 25 years 
and at the present time I feel the livelihoods of both myself and family are being put 
at serious risk due to the long delays to licences caused by the FAC.  
  
The FAC cannot cope with the workload and this is hindering forestry activity and 
damaging the industry. It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 
and I fully support the proposed changes. 
  
It must be stressed that peoples livelihoods are at stake here. 
  
Regards 
  
Cathal 
  
  
 

Cathal Woods  

Harvesting Manager  

M: +797 1189 639 

Office: +44 28 6632 3003  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
75 Killadeas Road  
Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh,  
Northern Ireland, BT94 2ES  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
www.balcas.com  

 

 

 
If you want more information about what we do with the data you allow us to use, you can view our full 
Privacy Policy and Terms of Use You're free to change your mind about receiving marketing or 
promotional emails from us . If you wish to change your preferences, simply drop us a message to 
privacy@balcas.com and we'll get them updated!!  
 
The contents of this message are private and confidential, intended for the exclusive use of the person or persons named above and 
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ECC Timber Products 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 
 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 
Kind regards, 
 
 

Gavin Walsh 
Sales Executive 

ECC Timber Products, Corr na mona, Co. Galway, Ireland. 

IRL: 094 9548255    UK: 0845 3990919 M: 00353 861575510   W: www.ecc.ie    E: 
gavinwalsh@ecc.ie     

 

The content of this email and any attachment may contain proprietary and confidential 

information. It is intended to be conveyed only to the designated recipient(s). If you are not 

an intended recipient of this message, please notify the sender by replying to this message 

and then delete it from your system. Use, dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this 

message by unintended recipients is not authorized and may be unlawful. 
 

http://www.ecc.ie/
mailto:gavinwalsh@ecc.ie


Glen Dimplex Group 
 
To whom it may concern 
 
I am writing to support the above Bill. Forestry is hugely important to this country today and has the 
potential to be a great source of economic, social and rural development for years to come. What is 
happening to the forest industry at this point in time due to the actions of a few deliberately slowing 
the issue of felling licences is of great concern. We do need to allow people have their say and the 
industry needs to listen properly and adjust plans where necessary, however the current system 
simply promotes disproportionate power for one or two individuals to block an entire industry 
 
Please note my support for the bill and for the many livelihoods that the Forest industry supports 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Fergal Leamy 
 
Fergal Leamy 
Chief Operating Officer 
Glen Dimplex Group 
+353 87 121 5809 
 



Quinn Building Supplies 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
I am writing to highlight the negative effects our business is suffering as a result of a forestry appeals 
process that is not fit for purpose, was implemented against industry advice and should be 
immediately addressed. 
 
The issues are as follows: 
 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the Forestry Appeals Commission 

• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 

• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

• We fully support the proposed changes 

• People livelihoods are at stake here. 
 
 
In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 
 
Proposals 
 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought to 
market, until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if 
required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry license “relevant person” 
have a right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in the 
forestry application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 
5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals in a 

timely and fair manner. 
6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord 

Pleanála. 
 
This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  
Bad for jobs 
Bad for rural Ireland 
Bad for exports 
Bad for business 
Bad for our carbon footprint 
Bad for the public purse 
Bad for building 
Bad for renovating 
Bad for retrofitting 
Bad for the environment 
You have to ask -Who is this good for?  
 



Simply put – this is putting Irish jobs at risk and Irish businesses in jeopardy and forcing Irish 
companies into a position where they are at a competitive disadvantage to competitors in the UK 
and throughout Europe. 
 
 
 
Best Regards, 
Fearghus Quinn 
Structural Engineer (MEng Hons) MIEI 
NSAI Timber Standards Consultative Committee 
 
Mobile: +44 (0)7736 743 213 
fearghus.quinn@quinnbuildingsupplies.com 
www.quinnbuildingsupplies.com 
http://www.roof-truss.ie     
 

 

 

 
 
 

mailto:seamus.mcelwee@quinnbuildingsupplies.com
http://www.quinnbuildingsupplies.com/
http://www.roof-truss.ie/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Quinn-Building-Supplies-Ltd/192297547447143
https://twitter.com/QbsLtd
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Glennon Brothers 

 
Dear sir/madam, 
 
I wish to register my support for the Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 for 
the reason that I work in this industry and my livelihood depends on this. 
 
 
 
 
Regards, 
 

Audrey Stevenson 
 
Tel:         +44 (0) 1292 679679 
Fax:        +44 (0) 1292 318023 
Email:    audrey.stevenson@glennonbrothers.co.uk 
Web:       www.glennonbrothers.com 
 

Glennon Brothers (UK) LTD. Registered No. 11487, Scotland. Registered Address: Portland House, Harbour 
Road, Troon, KA10 6DN 

The content of this email and any attachment may contain proprietary and confidential information. It is 
intended to be conveyed only to the designated recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient of this 
message, please notify the sender by replying to this message and then delete it from your system. Use, 
dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this message by unintended recipients is not authorized and 
may be unlawful. 
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Treesplease Cork 

 

We represent Trees Please, a voluntary tree nursery & native forestry advocacy group, based 

in Cork city.  

 

Being very concerned with forest ecology and the ways in which trees are managed in this 

country, the Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 has taken us by surprise. 

 

Forestry in Ireland is subject to rules under the European Habitats Directives which are 

necessary to maintain water quality, as well as to protect important habitats and landscapes, 

from insensitive or inappropriate changes in land use.  

 

Unfortunately, as is well documented, the Irish forestry industry has been routinely ignoring 

these requirements for years. This has resulted in serious degradation of waterways, sensitive 

habitats and carbon sinks such as bogs, heaths and uplands. 

 

The good health of our natural systems is imperative to Ireland's social contract, as a 

reflection of mental health but also in adherence to a range of national commitments from the 

Earth Summit of 1992 to the 2015 Paris Agreement. 

 

Under the ruling of the European Court of Justice in People Over Wind, Peter Sweetman v 

Coillte Teoranta (2018), “it is settled case-law that Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive 

makes the requirement for an appropriate assessment of the implications of a plan or project 

conditional on there being a probability or a risk that the plan or project in question will have 

a significant effect on the site concerned recent legal challenges to licencing have crippled the 

industry.” 

 

It is therefore incumbent on the Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine to respect 

this ruling with regard to licencing within the forestry industry. That industry is suffering 

today because these laws were ignored, not because an activist challenged them in court. 

 

So it is disappointing to observe that instead of hiring ecologists and getting on with the job 

of assessing each application on its merits, the Irish state is attempting to muzzle those who 

would see the law upheld.  

https://www.antaisce.org/sites/antaisce.org/files/the_environmental_integrity_of_irish_forestry_in_the_context_of_the_eus_effort_sharing_decision_2016_0.pdf
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=200970&pageIndex=0&doclang=en&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=619449
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=200970&pageIndex=0&doclang=en&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=619449


 

On this basis, the Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 is a fatally flawed 

attempt to sidestep issues within Irish forestry.  

 

Instead of addressing the actual impacts of proposals for our landscape and environment, this 

legislation seeks to limit public participation in the planning process, a direct contravention of 

the Aarhus Convention. By introducing monetary charges and restricting those who can 

object to licences to supposedly 'eligible' persons or groups, this legislation announces itself 

dead on arrival.  

 

Most worrying of all, by proposing to hand appeals boards the power to dismiss objections 

without providing their reasons or offering a right of appeal, the legislation reveals its intent 

to serve the desires of the forestry industry, but not its needs.  

 

In addition,the public submissions period for this Bill was far too short, having been 

announced on the Friday of the August Bank Holiday, continuing through the traditional 

holiday month. Some active environmentalists we contacted about the Bill had not heard of it, 

so it can hardly be argued that this constitutes adequate public consultation.  

 

All of this leaves any resultant legislation open to legal challenge from numerous directions. 

Not least of these, Ireland's exposed inadequacies in terms of climate mitigation, as 

epitomised by a case earlier this year.  

 

The Irish Supreme Court, in Friends of the Irish Environment v. Government of Ireland 

[2020], ruled that consultations must be open and comprehensible enough “to allow such 

members of the public as may be interested to act in whatever way, political or otherwise, 

that they consider appropriate in the light of that policy.” (6.38)  

 

Proposals restricting who may object to forestry licences will necessarily omit many people 

whose interests and perhaps expertise on forestry, ecology, history, heritage and/or landscape 

might otherwise be of value to all concerned.  

 

Where it is seen to obstruct access to environmental justice, this Bill is open to legal 

challenges under the Habitats Directive, the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive, the 

Strategic Environmental Directive and the Aarhus Convention.  

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/publicconsultation/DraftAgricAppealsAmdmtBill2020PublicConsultationAugust2020.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/aarhus/
https://beta.courts.ie/acc/alfresco/bbf8986b-d377-44e8-bc22-c1903c437053/2020_IESC_49%20(Unapproved).pdf/pdf#view=fitH
https://beta.courts.ie/acc/alfresco/bbf8986b-d377-44e8-bc22-c1903c437053/2020_IESC_49%20(Unapproved).pdf/pdf#view=fitH


If this Bill is pushed through, these challenges are certain to cost the state a lot of money, 

while in the long term this legislation will do nothing to relieve the pangs of one of Ireland's 

important rural industries, nor will it improve our chances of addressing Climate Change, 

species diminution or habitat degradation.  

 

Forestry is a long term business. Our industry has been mismanaged and is in crisis because 

certain insiders thought they could ignore the law. A new approach is needed. 

 

It is a national imperative that we carry on afforestation and forest management with the most 

informed and beneficial overview and range of oversights possible, so that we can rely on the 

structures we put in place now, to do a good job for many decades into the future.  

 

A sustainable forestry policy framework is an essential tool going forward and one this Bill 

does nothing to initiate or promote. 

 

We hereby call upon Minister Pippa Hackett to abandon the farcical and dangerous fob to 

industry that is the Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020.  

 

Instead, release funding for ecologists, a native nursery scheme and other administrative 

necessities so the actual problems in Irish forestry can be addressed now, without further 

unnecessary expense or drama. 

 

Sincerely, on behalf of Trees Please members, 

 

Tom Jordan  contact 085 7200 482 

Tom Campbell  contact 087 6102 142 

Maria Young (Green Spaces for Health) 

Mary Cunningham 

Chani Waits 

Jo Goodyear 
 



Mannix Plant Hire Ltd 

As a plant hire contractor, I support the upcoming forestry bill for to keep important jobs in our agri 

and environmental sector. 

It is of upmost importance that we protect our forestry industry, the forestry workers and their 

families.  

David Mannix 

Mannix Plant Hire LTD  

 



Boyd Bedding 

To whom it may concern, 

 

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

I just a have a few simple facts: 

 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 

Kind regards, 

Raymond Boyd 

Boyd Bedding, 

Doogary Industrial Estate 

Bankmore road 

Omagh 

Co Tyrone BT799JX 

Northern Ireland 

 



Trinity Young Greens 

Dear Minister Hackett, 

  

I hope you and your family are keeping safe and well. I am writing to you today on behalf of 

the Trinity Young Greens to express our concerns regarding the provisions of the Draft 

Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020. 

  

We believe that environmental democracy is the bedrock of a just transition. This week 

communities across Ireland have suffered flooding, peat landslides and power outages; 

these events could have been mitigated through sustainable forestry practices. The 

proposed Bill may prevent such communities from challenging future inappropriate forestry 

developments that drive climate change, biodiversity loss, soil erosion and reduced water 

quality. 

  

Specifically, it limits access to justice by imposing appeal fees and restrictive criteria for who 

has the right to appeal a forestry decision. We recommend that section 4 and 5 of the Draft 

Bill be amended such that the restrictive definition of a “relevant person” is removed, and 

such that the Minister cannot charge fees. This would ensure that public participation in the 

forestry sector is not curtailed.  

  

We hope that in delivering our shared future, this Government will protect the citizens’ right 

to speak on issues that impact them, and prioritise the reform of Ireland’s forestry sector 

over the suppression of valid objections. 

  

Le gach dea-mhéin, 

 Julie Smirnova 

Chairperson of the Trinity Young Greens 



HMP Finance 

Hi 

 

I would like to register my objection to the provisions of this bill. 

 

I find it hard to believe that a Government Dept would bring forward a 

measure to deny the wider public to have a say on a critical matter such as 

forestry. 

 

Over the past 30/40 years the visual and broader environment of large parts of 

rural Ireland have been badly harmed by indiscriminate and poorly thought out 

forestry planting, now at a time when the broader public are becoming more 

engaged with this topic we are faced with a bill designed to eliminate all 

objections other than a very narrow band of people and even these people will 

now be made stump up a fee  before their objection will be entertained. We 

now have a situation where regular farmers not alone can’t compete 

financially in bidding for land but are also to be ruled out of objecting to 

planting of land unless they have “standing”. 

 

The environment in all its facets belongs to all of us and no Government policy 

should be designed to deny the broader public the opportunity to contribute 

to planning decisions on forestry – or indeed any similar environmental 

projects. 

 

This is clearly an industry promoted bill which I urge you to abandon , and get 

back to the concept of Government for all the people, not just vested interests. 

 

 

 



 

 

Regards, 

Louise Gallagher QFA Pensions Dip 
  

Manager   

 

62 Mulgrave Street 

Dun Laoghaire  

Co Dublin  

_________________________________________ 

Phone.      +353 1 2100210 

Mobile.     +353 86 607 5570 

Email.        louisegallagher@hmpfinance.ie  

Internet.   http://hmpfinance.ie  

_________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click to follow  

A referral remains the highest compliment we can receive. If you know of someone who could 

benefit from our advice we would be grateful for the introduction. 

 

HMP Property Finance & Pensions Ltd. t/a NFP is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of 
the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify us 
immediately. Please note that any views or opinions presented in this email are solely those of the author and do not 
necessarily represent those of the company. Finally, the recipient should check this email and any attachments for the 
presence of viruses. The company accepts no liability for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this email. 

mailto:louisegallagher@hmpfinance.ie
http://hmpfinance.ie/
http://www.hmpfinance.ie/
http://www.hmpfinance.ie/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/HMP-Insurance-Pension-Advisors/307869069258425
http://twitter.com/hmp_pensions
http://ie.linkedin.com/pub/david-moore/12/825/198


Registered in the Republic of Ireland: 415534.  

 



Glenview Haulage Ltd 

 

Glenview haulage ltd  

 

I work in the haulage business . 

 

There are long delays to licence by the fac. 

 

The fac cannot cope with the work load.  

 

This is hindering foresrty activity.  

 

This will affect my business and livelihoods of a lot of workers.  

 

 

Cathal mc donnell  

 

Glenview haulage ltd  

 



Coolrain Sawmills 
 

I Steven Norval, wish to make the following submission regarding the 
recently drafted amendments to the Agricultural Appeals Act 2001.  
I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which need to be 
implemented urgently and in full. 
I am making this submission as I work in the forestry sector and understand 
how important these amendments are to align the forestry licencing and 
appeals processes with similar planning processes and to improve the overall 
efficiency of this system. 
  

Regards, 

 

Steven Norval 

 

--  

Kind regards  

Steven Norval 

Coolrain Sawmills|Garden Living|T:057-8735152 

E: info@gardenliving.ie|W: www.gardenliving.ie 

 

mailto:info@gardenliving.ie
http://www.gardenliving.ie/


Harmon McCarthy Projects Limited 

A Chara, 

I am a Director of a multi-discipline firm of Construction Professionals that take a lead role in small 

and medium sized projects. We also provide a partial role in large scale developments and schemes 

within the construction environment. 

 

I am concerned at recent reports that housebuilding across Ireland could be undermined as backlogs 

in the State’s forestry licensing and appeals system risks potentially pushing the industry into crisis, 

endangering timber supplies and up to 12,000 jobs.  This will directly impact on our business and the 

livelihoods of our 7 employees. 

 

I understand that there are long delays to licences caused by the FAC.  At the current run rate it will 

take 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC.  It is clear that the FAC simply cannot 

cope with the workload.  The changes to the legislation included in the draft bill should help this 

situation providing the FAC is adequately and quickly resourced.  It is vital that the FAC is reformed 

to make it fit for purpose. 

 

In summary I would like my support of the draft legislation to be noted. 

 

Regards, 

  

Ronan McCarthy B.Eng C.Eng MIEI 

Consultant 

HMP  ___Harmon McCarthy Projects Ltd.____ 

                     Chartered Engineers, Architectural Services, Building Surveyors, Project Managers 

Harmon McCarthy Projects Limited 

No 5 Baldara Court, Ashbourne, Co. Meath, A84 E392 

Ph 01 8499800 Mob 086 3803971 rmccarthy@hmp.ie www.hmp.ie 

  

For information about Harmon McCarthy Projects Ltd, please visit www.hmp.ie. The information contained 

in this e-mail may be confidential and privileged. It is intended only for the addressee(s) stated above. If you are not an addressee, any 

use, dissemination, distribution, publication, or copying of the information contained in this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have 

received this e-mail in error, please immediately notify us by e-mail at info@hmp.ie and delete this e-mail. Harmon McCarthy Projects 

Limited is a private limited company registered in Ireland. The registered office is at No 5 Baldara Court, Ashbourne, Co. Meath. Company 

Registration Number 376541. 

mailto:rmccarthy@hmp.ie
https://url6.mailanyone.net/v1/?m=1k1Wqt-00089s-5d&i=57e1b682&c=ICc2DucbNb-mlCgtGeTYmYYcOSI-e02rYxjSYnAYq_2EGfTUtKSQD9FDlKukl5u-EHprefZgwIw1ZP4dkuP9YZog0ntGxp9C7_B36ZnwywLKsfMS4TMqCap0X6whQH0QftKuzPBDeJYqLDzVeA1Ne55XoejaEj7cp_a6RV5F4xUGnYGISNsEVDQKNU7yJn6tBgDIXm6RYNe3QAfmfYFMOQ
https://url6.mailanyone.net/v1/?m=1k1Wqt-00089s-5d&i=57e1b682&c=ICc2DucbNb-mlCgtGeTYmYYcOSI-e02rYxjSYnAYq_2EGfTUtKSQD9FDlKukl5u-EHprefZgwIw1ZP4dkuP9YZog0ntGxp9C7_B36ZnwywLKsfMS4TMqCap0X6whQH0QftKuzPBDeJYqLDzVeA1Ne55XoejaEj7cp_a6RV5F4xUGnYGISNsEVDQKNU7yJn6tBgDIXm6RYNe3QAfmfYFMOQ
mailto:info@hmp.ie




 
Coolrain Sawmills Ltd 
 

I Steven Norval, wish to make the following submission regarding the 
recently drafted amendments to the Agricultural Appeals Act 2001.  
I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which need to be 
implemented urgently and in full. 
I am making this submission as I work in the forestry sector and understand 
how important these amendments are to align the forestry licencing and 
appeals processes with similar planning processes and to improve the overall 
efficiency of this system. 
  

Regards, 

 

Steven Norval 

 

--  

Kind regards 

 

Steve 

 

Webshop sales/enquiries : 057-8735152 

 

Coolrain Sawmills Ltd 

Coolrain, Co.Laois  

t: 057-8735152 

e: info@gardenliving.ie 

w: www.gardenliving.ie 

 

mailto:info@gardenliving.ie
http://www.gardenliving.ie/


Chadwicks Group 

Dear Sir  / Madam, 

 

 

I Michael Kelly wish to make the following submission regarding the recently drafted 

amendments to the Agricultural Appeals Act 2001.  

I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which need to be implemented 

urgently and in full. 

I am making this submission as I work in the Construction sector and understand how 

important these amendments are to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes 

with similar planning processes and to improve the overall efficiency of this system. 

This is vitally important for supply of timber to the Builders Merchants and the 

construction sector. 

The forestry sector employs 12,000 people in rural communities all over Ireland and the 

jobs are now at risk. 

 

 

Regards 

 

 

Michael Kelly | Regional Director  

Chadwicks Group 

 

Tel: +353 (0) 1403 4000 | Mob: +353 (0) 877931013 

Ashfield, Naas Rd, Clondalkin, Dublin 22, D22 W318 

michael.kelly@chadwicks.ie | www.chadwicksgroup.ie    

 

 

 

mailto:michael.kelly@chadwicks.ie
http://www.chadwicksgroup.ie/


 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY AND DISCLAIMER NOTICE: 

This email contains proprietary information which may be legally privileged. It is for the 

intended recipient only. If an addressing or transmission error has misdirected this email, 

please notify the author by replying to this email. If you are not the intended recipient you 

must not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print, or rely on this email and 

delete all copies. Chadwicks Group Limited is a private company limited by shares. 

Registered in Ireland No. 3510. Registered office: Heron House, Corrig Road, Sandyford 

Industrial Estate,Dublin 18.  

 



 

Roadtrain 

HI There, 

 

The current licencing system is inadequate.   

 

I support the amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 to align the forestry licencing and 
appeals processes with similar planning processes. 
 

Regards 

 

 

Sharon DeMonge 

Sales Manager 

 

T: +353 1 456 5333 

E: sharon@roadtrain.ie  |  www.roadtrain.ie 

 

   

 

 

mailto:sharon@roadtrain.ie
http://www.roadtrain.ie/
http://www.roadtrain.ie/


Greenbelt Ltd 
 
To Whom it is concerned, 
 
My name is Chris Byrne; a timber harvesting manager with Greenbelt Ltd -  a private forestry 
company in Ireland who are currently running out of work!!! 
 
There is a lot of talk about job losses right now, which I believe is almost certain at this point. This is 
of course very worrying, and I am as much of a victim in this as anyone. However, the aftermath of 
this should perhaps be an even greater worry. I talk to contractors, and foresters on a daily basis -  
almost all of which fear that they will be unemployed by Christmas. These same people are so angry 
and disillusioned that if they do become unemployed will never work in the forestry sector again. 
There is thousands of years experience in this industry; what happens when a lot of this experience 
is wiped away? Who will replace these people? What kind of an industry will we have when this 
mess is finally sorted? How are a few people after crippling this industry? How have other European 
countries avoided this mess? 
 
Things need to change NOW!!!!!! 
 
I support the amendment to the Forestry Appeals Act. 
 
Regards, 
 



K & K Forest Services 

 

I Eamon Kelly wish to make the following submission regarding the recently drafted amendments  

to the Agricultural Appeals Act 2001. 

 

I wish to state that i fully support these amendments which need to be implemented urgently and 

in full. 

 

I am making this submission as i work in the forestry sector and understand how important these 

amendments are to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar planning 

processes and to improve the overall efficiency of this system.  

 

Regards Eamon Kelly K&K Forest Services. 

 



Robertson Low 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 

I write to confirm that as an employee of an Insurance Brokers that act for a wide wide range of 

clients operating in the Forestry Industry I support the upcoming Bill as the failure of any of these 

Forestry clients could potentially have an impact on the viability of my own employment. 

 

Kind regards  

 

 

 

 

  Linda Walsh, CIP QFA  

  Head of Personal Lines  

 

D +353 (0)57 869 4060  

M +353 (0)86 046 4774  

E lwalsh@robertsonlow.com   

W www.robertsonlow.com   

 

 

Things you may not know, we can arrange; 

mailto:lwalsh@robertsonlow.com
http://www.robertsonlow.com/
http://www.robertsonlow.com/


 

 

Commercial Insurance | Personal Insurance | Life & Serious Illness | Mortgages | 

FundInsure - Your Investments, Your Peace of Mind 

 

Please don't keep us a secret, the greatest compliment is an introduction to 

others ! 

 

Dublin | London | Laois 

 

Robertson Low Insurances Ltd and Robertson Low Insurances Ltd trading as FundInsure is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.  Registered in Ireland Number 338916.  The 

Information contained in the email transmission is confidential and may be privileged.  It is intended for the addressee(s) stated above.  If you are not an addressee, any use or 

dissemination, publication or copying of the information contained in the email is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this email in error, please notify us immediately by 

contacting reception at +353 1461 1500 or via email to info@robertsonlow.com and dispose of the email.  Thank you for your co-operation 

 

http://www.robertsonlow.com/commercial-insurance/
http://www.robertsonlow.com/personal-insurance/
http://www.robertsonlow.com/personal-insurance/life-serious-illness/
http://www.robertsonlow.com/personal-insurance/mortgages/
http://www.fundinsure.com/
http://www.robertsonlow.com/contact-us/
mailto:info@robertsonlow.com
http://www.robertsonlow.com/














Transeuro, Jonny Buckley 

Good afternoon 

  

I am a Director/employee of Transeuro that is involved in the haulage of sawn timber for Woodfab 

Timber Limited. 

  

I am concerned about recent reports about the backlogs in the State’s forestry licensing and appeals 

system.  This risks pushing the haulage industry into crisis, endangering jobs in our industry.  This will 

directly impact on our business and the livelihoods of our 12 direct employees. The impact of these 

delays will have a devastating impact across the transport & shipping industry, with significant costs 

to other businesses not involved in this key industry. As a result of a sharp contraction in the export 

of timber from Ireland, importers of essential products will unnecessarily shoulder the burden of 

additional costs for repositioning empty trailers from Ireland. 

  

I understand that there are long delays to licences caused by the FAC.  At the current run rate it will 

take 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC.  It is clear that the FAC simply cannot 

cope with the workload.  The changes to the legislation included in the draft bill should help this 

situation providing the FAC is adequately and quickly resourced.  It is vital that the FAC is reformed 

to make it fit for purpose.   

  

In summary I would like my support of the draft legislation to be noted. 

  

Regards 

Jonny Buckley 

  

 

Email- transeuro@gic.ie 

mailto:transeuro@gic.ie


Phone- 086 819 2540/086 775 9156 

VAT Number 3092930R 

 



Eglinton (Timber Products) Ltd, Rodney Blair 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Please find attached a submission of support on behalf of Eglinton (Timber Products) Ltd regarding 

the Amendment to the Agriculture Appeal Act 2001. 

 

Best regards, 

Rodney Blair. 

 

Eglinton (Timber Products) Ltd. 

 



Diamond Freight Services Ltd. 

 

Dear Sirs, 

I am writing to you to lend my support to the amendments to the Agriculture Appeals Act 2001. Just 

to state that the current licencing system is totally wrong and inadequate. I personally have family 

and friends involved in the forestry business and if this issue is not addressed they are in danger of 

losing their jobs.  One particular company with do business with have generations of family 

members.  We need to get behind this and fix this issue.  

 

Best regards 

Diamond Freight Services Ltd 

Unit 10 Airport East Business & Technology Park 

Farmers Cross 

Cork. 

T12 PK65 

Ireland.    

Phone : +353-21-4311333 

Fax : +353-21-4313165 

Website : www.diamondfreight.ie 

 

          

 

 

 

http://www.diamondfreight.ie/
https://irishexporters.ie/


Kellys 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

                         I would like to express my/our support for the Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) 

Bill 2020. This issue has become greatly damaging to employment on the Island of Ireland and is 

having an adverse effect on construction and all associated industries, eventually leading to 

significant job losses, which we all can ill afford at this critical time in all our histories.It is vital that 

the FAC is reformed with immediate effect, in order to sustain jobs in our cities and rural areas. 

Please act in the best interests of the people you represent. 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 

Kellys 

Hire | Hardware | Building Supplies | Garage Services 

Milltown East Industrial Estate 

Upper Dromore Road 

Warrenpoint 

Newry 

Co Down 

BT34 3PN 

 

T: (0044) (0) 28 4177 3674 

F: (0044) (0) 28 4175 9260 

W: www.kellys-group.com 

 

 

Any views or opinions presented in this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily 

represent those of the company. Employees of the company are expressly required not to make 

defamatory statements and not to infringe or authorize any infringement of copyright or any other legal 

right by email communications. Any such communication is contrary to company policy and outside the 

scope of the employment of the individual concerned. The company will not accept any liability in 

respect of such communication, and the employee responsible will be personally liable for any damages 

or other liability arising. 

 

http://www.kellys-group.com/


Arbor Forest Management 

To Whom it may concern,  

 

I welcome the upcoming forestry bill and the positive impact it will have on the forestry sector in 

Ireland. 

 

I cannot stress the importance and need for change.  

 

It is imperative that the proposed changes are implemented as soon as possible, the forestry 

industry in Ireland which contributes over €2 billion annually to the economy and employs 12,000 

people is at risk if changes are not introduced immediately. 

 

Thousands of peoples lively hoods are being jeopardized by a number of radical individuals and 

groups. The system is being exploited and the thousands of individuals relying on forestry as a 

source of income to live are being taken advantage of by these objectors. People rely on these jobs 

to live, put food on the table, pay bills, rear families, put children through college and much more.  

 

I myself am 32 years old, I studied Forest Management & The Environment in college for 3 years, I 

have being working in the industry for 8 years. Forestry is my career and I hope it will be for the next 

30+ years, I rely on the forestry sector solely as a source of income for my family, we are totally 

reliant on it. 

 

In recent years due to the lack of afforestation, forest road, felling licenses and the scandalous abuse 

of the appeals system by these objectors causing huge backlogs of appeals, I find myself struggling to 

maintain and justify my job. Not alone is this my position, this is the position of every person 

involved directly and indirectly in the forestry industry and reliant on it as a source of income. 

 

Land owners, forest owners and farmers are not able to plant land, build roads to access their 

forests and harvest their timber, these operations are needed to generate vital income, the personal 

circumstances of everyone involved and working in the forest industry, the distress and strain that 

the current situation is causing is being overlooked by the lack of empathy by these objectors.      

 

It is hard to believe how it has come to this, how a number of individuals and groups were given the 

power to totally suffocate an industry and suffocate tens of thousands of peoples lively hoods. 



 

If vital legislation isn’t implemented soon I fear I will be left redundant as well as so many others. 

 

The relevant government bodies need to step up and stop the damage which is being caused to an 

entire industry, a large and important industry within the Irish economy.  This would not be 

accepted anywhere else, in any industry, under any circumstances.   

 

I plead with those responsible to act now in order to ensure that a once thriving industry can recover 

and save the jobs of thousands. 

 

  

Regards,  

 



Hazelhill Timber Products Limited, Alan Henry 

Dear Sirs,  

 

I wish to voice my support for changes proposed in the Draft Agreement Appeals (Amendment) Bill 

2020. The current system is hindering forestry activity and production in an unfair manner, and, as 

such, is not fit for purpose. Irish sawmills are in real danger of running out of supply, 

jeapordising employment both directly in the sawmilling sector, and also in the pallet manufacturing 

industry, of which I am a member and employer. 

 

 

--  

  

Regards, 

_____________________________________________ 
Alan Henry 
Managing Director 

Hazelhill Timber Products Limited, Tooraree, Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo, Ireland 



Maurices Mills 

I support the Forestry Bill 2020 for sustainable green jobs in rural Ireland.  

 

 



Alexanders Timber Design 

I work in the construction industry, specifically in producing timber frame kits. Our business 

relies on a consistent supply of timber, which is milled from logs produced by the forestry 

sector. 

 

Having delays in this process can cause a huge domino effect, all the way from felling logs 

to erecting a kit on site therefore I fully support this draft as my livelihood depends on this. 

 

Regards,  

 

 

 



Robertson Low 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 

I write to confirm that as an employee of an Insurance Brokers that act for a wide wide range of 

clients operating in the Forestry Industry I support the upcoming Bill as the failure of any of these 

Forestry clients could potentially have an impact on the viability of my own employment. 

 

Kind regards  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Medite Smartply 

To whom it may concern 

 

I Leonard Doyle, wish to make the following submission 

regarding the recently drafted amendments to the 

Agricultural Appeals Act 2001.  

 

I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which 

need to be implemented urgently and in full. 

I am making this submission as I work in the forestry sector 

and understand how important these amendments are 

to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with 

similar planning processes and to improve the overall 

efficiency of this system. 

 

I can be contacted on this email or 051 851233 

 

Regards, 

 

 

 

 



Forest and Tree Services Limited, Fearghal Kealey 

 

Dear sirs, 

 

I support the proposed Amendment to the Forestry Bill. 

The FAC is not fit for purpose and cannot cope with the number of appeal’s 

It is not being used for its intended purpose and has turned out to be the forest service approvals 

body. 

I also call for an independent private forester to be appointed to the appeals board. 

Independent experienced experts should be on a consultative panel which can be drawn upon to 

deal with complex environmental issues.  

The industry will not require an appeals board in its current form as there will be no industry in the 

next couple of years. 

 

 

Regards, 

 

Fearghal Kealey 

Forest and Tree Services Limited 

 

M: 086-3207800 

T/F: 057 9137070 

E: fearghal@forestandtree.ie 

Web: www.forestandtree.ie 

 

Forest & Tree Services Limited 

Registered Office: Ballincur, Kinnitty, Birr, Co. Offaly 

Registered No: 478668 

 

mailto:fearghal@forestandtree.ie
http://www.forestandtree.ie/
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ECC Timber Products 
 
To whom it may concern, 
  
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 
  

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

  
Kind regards, 
 



Chadwicks Group 
 
Dear Sir  / Madam, 
  
  

I Patrick Moore wish to make the following submission regarding the recently drafted 

amendments to the Agricultural Appeals Act 2001.   I wish to state that I fully support these 

amendments which need to be implemented urgently and in full.  I am making this 

submission as I work in the Construction sector and understand how important these 

amendments are to align the forestry licensing and appeals processes with similar planning 

processes and to improve the overall efficiency of this system.   

 

This is vitally important for the supply of timber to the Builders Merchants and the 

construction sector.  The forestry sector employs 12,000 people in rural communities all over 

Ireland and the jobs are now at risk. 

 

 

Regards 

  
 

 

 



ECC Timber Products, Conor Fahy 

To whom it may concern, 

 

See my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

 

I am General Manager at ECC Timber Products, Cornamona, Co. Galway. We are proud to provide 

employment to approx. 370 people particularly in rural Ireland. 

 

Forestry in Ireland 

Couple of facts on Forestry in Ireland: 

• Forestry is a rapidly growing industry in Ireland. 
• It has a huge role in Ireland’s obligations to mitigate climate change and provides valuable 

habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with important ecosystem services such as water 
quality and flood protection. 

• Forestry can also meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 
• Forestry provides rural jobs, contributes to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation, 

and produces technologically advanced timber and biofuel products. The forestry industry is 
managed to the highest European standards. 

• An annual contribution of approx. €2.3 billion due in no small part to the retention of 12,000 
jobs. ECC is proud to continue increasing our workforce as our company grows here in the 
west of Ireland. 

• Over the next 10-15 years, the Forestry Industry is expected to double in size. 
 

In summary, the Forestry Industry will play an important role across so many of the objectives laid 

out in the Programme for Government. The Forestry sector has huge potential to grow sustainable 

local and green jobs. 

                 

Current Licencing Crisis 

It is no secret that the Forestry industry has a major problem with the current licencing issue. The 

introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and issuing of forestry 

licences have been severely impacted. The current system is totally out of control and needs major 

surgery. 

 

There is serious disruption across the entire forestry sector. 

• Felling license approvals at a rate of 20% of the required rate. 
• The industry is being starved of the necessary timber supplies. 



• The severity of the impact is getting closer and closer to reaching its potential, both 
financially and with respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless 
the current impasse is resolved. 

 

The Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) is playing a vital role in the current licencing problems. 

• Over 400 outstanding projects appealed but not yet processed. This is inexcusable.  
o These appeals impact planting, felling and road building. 

• Since January 2020, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 projects per month.  
o It will take 16 months to clear the backlog at the present rate at which appeals are 

being processed. 
o This issue is further compounded by the rate of new appeals continuing to grow. 
o The rate of new appeals far surpasses the rate at which they are being processed. 
o In one day in early August, it is well known that objectors stalled production of 

100,000 cubic metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes in one day. 
o It is very important to note that most appeals that are lodged are by a small 

handful of individuals and target forest policy generally rather than any specific 
project.  

 

I firmly believe that this situation can be fixed but action is needed urgently before the hole gets any 

bigger where the forestry industry has no other alternative but to cut jobs to survive. This is a 

position that no one wants. 

 

Draft legislation 

I fully agree with the draft legislation and encourage its implementation with some additional 

recommendations which I have outlined below:  

• National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note of the obligation of 
the licensing system and the process for appeals to support national forestry policy. The 
importance of the forestry sector, the employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 
billion contribution to the national economy have been recognised by successive governments. 

• Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be given powers to reject 
appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

• Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed to ensure all appeals 
are related to a specific site and are not used as a mechanism to object to national forest policy. 

• Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC should establish a firm 
precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a situation of hearing repeated appeals that 
are generic and raise no new issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to 
examine its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the same 
decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent factors. 

• Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous requirements with regard to an 
application to appeal; that is to say that an appeal should have grounds that relate to an 
individual licence rather than a group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be 
provided when lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 
interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
 



In conclusion, the current licencing process is not fit for purpose. The very fact that an entire 

Industry is potentially being grinded to a halt due to the inadequacies of a system says it all. The new 

legislation if delivered correctly has the power to fix the current crisis we find ourselves in. ECC 

delivers jobs to over 370 people in a rural part of Co. Galway. The situation is very simple, urgent 

action is required to fix the current pitfalls that are currently in place within the licencing process. 

 

Regards, 

Conor Fahy 

General Manager 

E: conorfahy@ecc.ie 

IRL: 094 9548255 UK: 0845 3990919 
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intended to be conveyed only to the designated recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient of this message, 

please notify the sender by replying to this message and then delete it from your system. Use, dissemination, 

distribution or reproduction of this message by unintended recipients is not authorized and may be unlawful. 
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ECC Timber Products 

 

To whom it may concern, 

  

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. I strongly 

support this bill. 

  

I just a have a few simple facts: 

  

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

  

Kind regards 

 

ECC Timber Products  

 



Robertson Low 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 

I write to confirm that as an employee of an Insurance Brokers that act for a wide wide range of 

clients operating in the Forestry Industry I support the upcoming Bill as the failure of any of these 

Forestry clients could potentially have an impact on the viability of my own employment. 

 

Kind regards  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Barrie Dunphy, CIP.  

 

 Manager  

D +353 (0)1 461 1523  

M +353 (0)87 915 3292  

E bdunphy@robertsonlow.com   

W www.robertsonlow.com   

 

 

 

mailto:bdunphy@robertsonlow.com
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Things you may not know, we can arrange; 

 

Commercial Insurance | Personal Insurance | Life & Serious Illness | Mortgages | 

FundInsure - Your Investments, Your Peace of Mind 

 

Please don't keep us a secret, the greatest compliment is an introduction to 

others ! 

 

Dublin | London | Laois 

 

Robertson Low Insurances Ltd and Robertson Low Insurances Ltd trading as FundInsure is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.  Registered in Ireland Number 338916.  The 

Information contained in the email transmission is confidential and may be privileged.  It is intended for the addressee(s) stated above.  If you are not an addressee, any use or 

dissemination, publication or copying of the information contained in the email is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this email in error, please notify us immediately by 

contacting reception at +353 1461 1500 or via email to info@robertsonlow.com and dispose of the email.  Thank you for your co-operation 

 

http://www.robertsonlow.com/commercial-insurance/
http://www.robertsonlow.com/personal-insurance/
http://www.robertsonlow.com/personal-insurance/life-serious-illness/
http://www.robertsonlow.com/personal-insurance/mortgages/
http://www.fundinsure.com/
http://www.robertsonlow.com/contact-us/
mailto:info@robertsonlow.com
mailto:fnolan@robertsonlow.com


Conway Port 

Good afternoon 

We wish to take this opportunity to advise you of our support for the forestry bill 2020 

The position as it now stand is damaging to the economy, unsupportive of the forestry industry, 

unbalanced and unreasonable. 

We believe it is vital that the current position is reformed not only in the interest of the forestry 

industry but in the interests of the economy as a whole. 

It has been forecast that this country will need to provide 35000 homes per annum in the coming 

decades and the provision of commercial timber is central to achieving this. 

At the present time there are long delays with the processing of license applications and the granting 

of licences.  

There are insufficient resources in terms of personnel available to process licences and ongoing 

applications. 

The forestry industry is being damaged on a daily basis with a 'knock on' affect on construction, 

employment and the wider economy. 

Presumably, the intention of the government is to have an active forestry industry which contributes 

in a positive manner to the state and its citizens. 

The position as it stands is untenable and simply needs to be changed. 

With all of the other challenges facing the Irish economy this is a time for common sense to prevail 

and we would hope that our public representatives and civil service 

can work together in a positive manner to improve the current position for the benefit of all 

concerned. 

+ 

 

Best regards 

 

 

 

 



Enniskeane Timber Products Limited 

 

Hi  

I wish to state that I support the amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 to align the 

forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar planning processes. This will remove 

the current uncertainty of supply to the industry. 

Regards  



ECC Timber Products 

 

To whom it may concern, 

  

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. I strongly 

support this bill. 

  

I just a have a few simple facts: 

  

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 Cahill’s Homevalue Hardware 
                                                                                                                           27th August 2020 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 
 
 
Proposals 
 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought 
to market, until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if 
required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” 
have a right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in 
the forestry application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they 
lose. 

5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals 
in a timely and fair manner. 

6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord 
Pleanála. 

 
This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  
Bad for jobs 
Bad for rural Ireland 
Bad for exports 
Bad for business 
Bad for our carbon footprint 
Bad for the public purse 
Bad for building 
Bad for renovating 
Bad for retrofitting 
Bad for the environment 
 
You have to ask -Who is this good for?  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 



ECC Timber Products 

To whom it may concern, 

 

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

I just a have a few simple facts: 

 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 



S.G. JONES & SON LTD 

 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

 

With reference to the upcoming bill being presented to the Dail tomorrow. 

 

 

We, as a company feel that we MUST, fully support the Draft Agricultural Appeals 

(Ammendment) Bill 2020. 

 

Currently, there is a crisis which requires resolvement URGENTLY, regarding the felling license and 

log supply, which is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry as a whole. 

This is causing a severe backlog which, not only puts 12,000 plus jobs at risk but also, peoples 

livelihoods are at risk. It is also severely affecting house building and DIY projects throughout the 

country. 

The Forestry Agricultural Act cannot cope with the workload and it is vital that this is reformed, to 

make it fit for purpose. 

 

 

 

Regards 

 

S.G. JONES & SON LTD 

 



ECC Timber Products 

To whom it may concern, 

  

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

I just a have a few simple facts: 

  

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

  

  

Regards 

 

 



ECC Timber Products 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

See my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill to which I strongly 

support. 

 

I am a Director at ECC Timber Products, Cornamona, Co. Galway.  

 

We are proud to provide employment to approx. 370 people particularly in the west of Rural Ireland. 

 

Forestry in Ireland 

Couple of facts on Forestry in Ireland: 

• Forestry is a rapidly growing industry in Ireland. 
• It has a huge role in Ireland’s obligations to mitigate climate change and provides valuable 

habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with important ecosystem services such as water 
quality and flood protection. 

• Forestry can also meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 
• Forestry provides rural jobs, contributes to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation, 

and produces technologically advanced timber and biofuel products. The forestry industry is 
managed to the highest European standards. 

• An annual contribution of approx. €2.3 billion due in no small part to the retention of 12,000 
jobs. ECC is proud to continue increasing our workforce as our company grows here in the 
west of Ireland. 

• Over the next 10-15 years, the Forestry Industry is expected to double in size. 
 

In summary, the Forestry Industry will play an important role across so many of the objectives laid 

out in the Programme for Government. The Forestry sector has huge potential to grow sustainable 

local and green jobs. 

                 

Current Licencing Crisis 

It is no secret that the Forestry industry has a major problem with the current licencing issue. The 

introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and issuing of forestry 

licences have been severely impacted. The current system is totally out of control and needs major 

surgery. 

 



There is serious disruption across the entire forestry sector. 

• Felling license approvals at a rate of 20% of the required rate. 
• The industry is being starved of the necessary timber supplies. 
• The severity of the impact is getting closer and closer to reaching its potential, both 

financially and with respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless 
the current impasse is resolved. 

 

The Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) is playing a vital role in the current licencing problems. 

• Over 400 outstanding projects appealed but not yet processed. This is inexcusable.  
o These appeals impact planting, felling and road building. 

• Since January 2020, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 projects per month.  
o It will take 16 months to clear the backlog at the present rate at which appeals are 

being processed. 
o This issue is further compounded by the rate of new appeals continuing to grow. 
o The rate of new appeals far surpasses the rate at which they are being processed. 
o In one day in early August, it is well known that objectors stalled production of 

100,000 cubic metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes in one day. 
o It is very important to note that most appeals that are lodged are by a small 

handful of individuals and target forest policy generally rather than any specific 
project.  

 

I firmly believe that this situation can be fixed but action is needed urgently before the hole gets any 

bigger where the forestry industry has no other alternative but to cut jobs to survive. This is a 

position that no one wants. 

 

Draft legislation 

I fully agree with the draft legislation and encourage its implementation with some additional 

recommendations which I have outlined below:  

• National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note of the obligation of 
the licensing system and the process for appeals to support national forestry policy. The 
importance of the forestry sector, the employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 
billion contribution to the national economy have been recognised by successive governments. 

• Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be given powers to reject 
appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

• Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed to ensure all appeals 
are related to a specific site and are not used as a mechanism to object to national forest policy. 

• Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC should establish a firm 
precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a situation of hearing repeated appeals that 
are generic and raise no new issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to 
examine its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the same 
decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent factors. 

• Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous requirements with regard to an 
application to appeal; that is to say that an appeal should have grounds that relate to an 
individual licence rather than a group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be 



provided when lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 
interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
 

In conclusion, the current licencing process is not fit for purpose. The very fact that an entire 

Industry is potentially being grinded to a halt due to the inadequacies of a system says it all. The new 

legislation if delivered correctly has the power to fix the current crisis we find ourselves in. ECC 

delivers jobs to over 370 people in a rural part of Co. Galway. The situation is very simple, urgent 

action is required to fix the current pitfalls that are currently in place within the licencing process. 

 

Regards, 

Nigel Fahy 

Director 

ECC Timber Products, Corr na mona, Co. Galway, Ireland. 

IRL: 094 9548255    UK: 0845 3990919    W: www.ecc.ie    E: nigelfahy@ecc.ie 
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