
Euroforest, Edward Gallagher 
 
To whom it may concern, 
In relation to appeals amendment bill 2020, I wish to declare my support for the bill.  
I feel that implementing this bill is a necessary step towards reducing the backlog of licences 
suspended within the department. Passing this bill will aid in ensuring that the future of the forestry 
sector and its workers are secure and allow them to operate in a sustainable manner. 
Kind regards, 
Edward Gallagher 
 



 

Portlaw Forestry Service, 

 

Hi, I'm a forestry contractor and I had six sawmen employed and a Harvester and a forwarder 

working also. since June off last year we were struggling to get felling licences, so I had to lay go the 

sawmen and sell off the Harvester, at a big loss, just to pay off loans, it is gone to the stage were I'll 

probably never get back what I've lost. lt has taken a big toll on my mental health and my home life, 

and the sad thing is it's mostly down to objecters and short staffing. ln the last year I've been 

contacted by at least twenty five private land owners to harvest there woods, but they don't have a 

felling licences. Portlaw Forestry Service 



Richard Power Electrical Ltd-Richard Power 
 
 
I full support and stand by this bill and for Ireland. 
Regards 
Richard 
 
Richard Power Electrical Ltd 
 



27th August 2020  

  

Draft Agricultural Appeals 
(Amendment) Bill 2020 

SUBMISSION TO PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
 

SUBMISSION MADE TO:   FORESTRYBILL2020@AGRICULTURE.GOV.IE 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs.------------- is proud to be delivering and growing quality jobs, especially 

in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in size. I hope to 

provide jobs by growing my business making a significant contribution to both direct and 

indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

  

 
 
 

 

   

2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 
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purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Cavan.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

I  welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with additional elements. 

Outlined below is my views with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside 

some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: I, supports the proposal regarding the power of the 

Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required to determine 

an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and unnecessary 

delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

 

I support the bill because if it does not pass, I think my job and the jobs of future 

employees will suffer. I can’t understand why certain people can lodge objections to 

felling licences when the area/site doesn’t directly affect them, and if it still effected 

them I think it should be like objecting to a property planning permission and you 

have to pay money to formally lodge an objection. I know I’m a small fish in a big 

pond but I believe everyone has their part to play from the top down, forestry must 

stay or there will be a lot more job losses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pro-Trans Transport & Logistics-Graham O Reilly 
 
 
To whom it concerns  
 
I would like to express my full support for the Forestry Industries Ireland draft amendment to the 
agricultural bill which is due for submission. 
 
As a transport planner who is directly involved in the organising and planning of collection and 
delivery of timber products, my job and many others working for Protrans will depend on this bill 
being passed. 
Forestry and timber manufacturing is a huge division of our business and it is vital for the running of 
the business that this bill be passed. 
 
 

Kind Regards, 

Graham  

 

Leitrim Cross, Drumlish Road, Longford, Ireland N39 R863  

 



Max Pallet Services Ltd-John Mc Nally 
 
Minister for Agriculture, 
 
I wish to note my support of the Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020. Sawmills will 
run out of timber and our timber supply will be seriously impacted .  
Furthermore significant job will be lost without these changes in legislation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kind Regards, 

 
John McNally 
Max Pallet Services Ltd 
 



Protrans Logistics & Distribution-Paul Lavin  
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I wish to express my support for the Forestry Bill 2020. 
 
Forestry and associated businesses are an integral part of Protrans business and it is vital that this 
bill is passed to protect the jobs created through this industry. 
 
Regards 
Paul Lavin 
Protrans Logistics & Distribution 
 
 
 



A Diamond & Sons (Timber) Ltd-Andrew McAuley 
To whom it may concern: 
 
RE: Forestry Bill 2020 
 

- There are long delays to licenses caused by the FAC 
- The FAC cannot cope with the workload 
- This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 
- It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 
- You support the proposed changes 
- Peoples livelihoods are at stake here 

 
Yours faithfully 
 
Andrew McAuley 
 
Director 
 
________________________________________________________ 
A.Diamond & Son (Timber) Ltd. 
35 Newmills Road 
Coleraine 
N.Ireland 
BT52 2JB  
 
 



Ecocel-John Egan 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

 

I am writing to you in relation to the above-named bill. In line with the planning bill that was 

abandoned before the dissolution of the Dáil earlier in the year, it is yet again aiming to restrict the 

rights of citizens to hold the government and institutions of Ireland to account. 

 

Specifically, in relation to forestry, we should be aiming to restore indigenous woodlands in the 

cause of biodiversity restoration and climate change mitigation rather than encouraging tree 

plantations for which the only real motivation is profit and the long-term interest of the ordinary 

people of the country are sidelined. 

 

The bill is a clear attempt to disempower citizens who would challenge the short-sighted 

"agroforestry" concerns that are not in the best interests of the country. 

 

I demand as a citizen that the clauses aiming to restrict citizens in this way be removed from the bill 

so that the institutions of this country might function as designed and not be subverted for 

extractivism disguised as climate action. 

 

John Egan CEO Ecocel 

 

 

 

 



Goggins Transport-Aaron French 

To whom it may concern,  

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the 

Forestry Appeals committee (FAC).  

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload.  

3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry.  

4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose.  

5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill.  

6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake  

7. The knock on effects to the Haulage industry can't be understated  

Kind regards, 

Aaron Ffrench 
Goggins Transport 

Aug & Sept LSS - £29 / €32  
Tel: +353 (0)53 9142498  
Email: bookings@gogginstransport.com  
 
Promenade Road, Dublin Port  
D03 V2F1  
Ireland  
Head Office: +353 (0)1 8365873  
www.gogginstransport.com  

 

 

mailto:bookings@gogginstransport.com
http://gogginstransport.com/
http://gogginstransport.com/


Green Belt- Seamus Hagan 

 

To whom it concerns.  

 

As a forester with Green Belt for almost 26 years at this stage I have to fully support the 

proposed changes to the forestry bill as if things continue as they have done since the current 

legislation was introduced in 2019 the complete forestry industry is going to continually 

grind to a halt ( in fact one could argue that it's there already). 

 

I fully support the idea that a person living locally is entitled to see any proposed forestry 

works in their immediate area and of course have an input into any decision made which 

could affect them but their objection has to be based on a bit more than " I just don't like 

trees/forest road near me" and if a person wants to object there needs to be a fee which they 

have to pay in line with current planning laws.  

 

The issue with serial objectors has also to be addressed especially when they are using the 

same serial objection to lots of different proposed projects in different parts of the country 

and quoting European laws to almost intimate the local forestry service inspector.  

 

Over the 25 years of my employment and especially over the last few years the amount of 

local employment I'm able to provide in Rural Longford and Westmeath is continuing to 

decrease as quite simply we don't have the volume of work to keep all our previous 

contractors in work ( numbers employed in each gang have also steadily deceased) and it's 

very disappointing to have to tell contractors that can can put no time frame when we will 

have work for them. This is due to the fact I no longer have any idea of how long it's going to 

take to get an approval and even if the approval will be suspended due to more objections.  

 

In there days of mental wellbeing I'd be fairly confident a survey of the foresters of Ireland 

would reveal high levels of stress as we just don't know if we have a future in our current jobs 

or where we will be in 2 years time if the current situation continues.  

 

I think it's time to give the power to control forestry in Ireland back to the Department of 

Agriculture via the forest service and the proposed changes are the first step in that process.  

 

 

Regards,  

Seamus Hagan, 

 

Green Belt Ltd. 

Virginia, 

 



KCR Builders Providers-David Gavin 

 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

 

KCR Builders Providers, Dublin fully support the Draft Agricultural Appeals ( Amendment ) 

Bill 2020. We stock only home grown timber and supply to house builders and the RMI 

market all over Dublin. We need sawmills to be in a position to supply us with a constant 

supply of timber for our customers. Our business will be will be severely impacted if the 

current situation in the Forestry Appeals Committee are not addressed. If this is not resolved 

and sawmills cannot supply us, it will impact our ability to supply timber to very important 

construction and infrastructural projects.  

 

 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the Forestry Appeals Commission 

• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 

• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

• We fully support the proposed changes 

• People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 

 

Kind Regards  

Dave Gavin  

Managing Director  

 

086 6004812 

01 4908283 

Dave@kcronline.ie 

 
 

 

mailto:Dave@kcronline.ie


All about Trees- Chris King 

 

I am a tree worker who wholly supports the forestry industry  

 

Thanks,  

 

Chris King (owner)| All About Trees  
 

 



WoodfabTimber Ltd-Enda Kinsella 

 

To Whom It May Concern 

 

I am an employee of Woodfab Timber Limited and welcome the draft legislation and 

encourage its implementation. 

I have worked in Woodfab for 6 years and am very concerned about my job and the jobs of 

my colleagues. My son also works for the same company.I had read countless articles in the 

media over the last number of months about the shortage of timber and job losses due to this. 

However, I am seeing the slowdown in intake first hand. Coillte have held no auction since 

July and there are no auctions currently scheduled for the rest of this year.  

I understand from management that we have no commitment of supply from late 2020. They 

have received assurance after assurance that there will be an increase in the number of felling 

licences granted by the Department but to date we are not seeing any increase in log supply. 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously disrupted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers. We believe that these issues can be addressed and solutions 

identified but action must be taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the 

true potential of the industry undermined.  

There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC. At the current run rate it will take 18 

months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC. The FAC simply cannot cope with the 

workload. The changes to the legislation should help this situation providing the FAC is 

adequately and quickly resourced. These delays are hindering forestry activity and damaging 

the industry. It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose.  

Kind regards 

Enda Kinsella  

Woodfab Timber Limited  

 



B.P.S Limited-Alan Cook 

 

 
I wish to note my support of the Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020. Sawmills will 
run out of timber and our timber supply will be seriously impacted . Furthermore significant job 
will be lost without these changes in legislation.” 

 

Kind regards 

Alan 

Alan 
 

Cook 
 

CompanyTimber Buyer & Chain Of Custody Management 
Representative 

Building and Plumbing Supplies 
 

Tel: 01926 332638 
 

Email: acook@bandps.co.uk 
 

www.bpsbuildit.co.uk 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

Registered number:288407 Registered office:BPS Ltd,Tachbrook Park,Tachbrook Park Drive,Warwick,CV34 6RH 

Please note that Building and Plumbing Supplies may monitor email traffic data and also the content of email for the purposes 

of security and staff training.  

Building and Plumbing Supplies accepts no liability for the content of this email, or for the consequences of any actions taken 

on the basis of the information provided, unless that information is subsequently confirmed in writing. If you are not the 

intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this 

information is strictly prohibited. 
 

 

 

tel:+442020
tel:01926%20332638
mailto:acook@bandps.co.uk
https://www.bpsbuildit.co.uk/
https://www.bpsbuildit.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/bpsbuildit/
https://twitter.com/bpsbuildit
https://www.instagram.com/bpsbuildit/
https://www.macmillan.org.uk/
https://www.bpsbuildit.co.uk/


SDN Pallets-Simon Naylor 
 
27/08/2020 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 Since the introduction of the new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing 
and issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted.  We fully support 
the amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 to align the forestry licencing and 
appeals processes with similar planning processes.  
 
SDN Pallets 
DN22 0QL 
 
Simon Naylor 
 

 



Astara Creatvie Ltd-Denise Mulvaney 

 

To whom it may concern 

 

I, along with many other Tech professionals who have lived abroad for many years have 

returned home to the West of Ireland and set up businesses and family residents.  

 

I am extremely unhappy and disagree with the Government's proposed plans for the provision 

of the forestry bill.  

 

Could you please inform me as to whom I need to speak with, with regards to the bill and 

how I formally log my objection. 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Denise 

 

--  



Saint Gobain Ltd-Patrick Mahon 
 
To whom it concern’s  

I wish to note my support of the Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020. Due 

to the lack of or shortage of raw materials sawmills will run out of timber and or timber 

supply will be seriously impacted. Furthermore a significant number of job’s will be lost 

without these changes in legislation.” 

 

Regards. 

 

 
 

 

Patrick Mahon 

EHS Partner (Interim) 

 

 
 

SAINT-GOBAIN UK & IRELAND 

Saint-Gobain Professional Services UK & Ireland 

Oldmilltown • Kill • W91 FY96 

Contact: 0860333115 

E-mail: patrick.mahon@saint-gobain.com 
www.saint-gobain.co.uk 
 

 
 

mailto:patrick.mahon@saint-gobain.com
http://www.saint-gobain.co.uk/


Goggins Transport-Radu Vasilescu 

 

To whom it may concern,  

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake 
7. The knock on effects to the Haulage industry can't be understated  

Kind regards, 

 
 

Radu Vasilescu 
Goggins Transport  

 



Goggins Transport-Gvico Lucens 

 

To whom it may concern,  

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC).  

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload.  
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry.  
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose.  
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill.  
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake  
7. The knock on effects to the Haulage industry can't be understated  

Kind regards, 

--  
 

Gvido Lucens 
 
 



 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
I wish to make a comment on Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 - Public Consultation. 
 
Please note at the outset that I fully support the amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 
to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar planning processes. 
 
I act as registered forester to two clients that have been subjected to appeals under the present 
appeals system. The appellants did not have any knowledge of the sites, did not walk the sites to 
have full understanding of operations and mitigations measures put in place, did not make contact 
with the landowners or me as their forester. I believe that a person who wish to make an appeal 
should have knowledge of the area and the operations proposed for that area involved in an 
licence application or scheme assistance application. I also believe that the person making the 
appeal should have the courtesy and honesty to contact and discuss with the landowner or their 
agent notifying and outlining the reasons for appeal. I understand that the appeal is often against 
the Department for not following due process etc. in the awarding of a licence but the appeal 
affects individuals and peoples livelihoods.  
 
I am aware of where the appellant has been approached by the landowner/forester after the 
notification of the appeal has been lodged. Having explained the outline of the proposed works, (I 
believe the operations on sites related to Native Woodland Scheme in some instances and 
Continuous Cover Forestry in other instances), the appeals were withdrawn. This would 
demonstrate that engagement with the owner/forester on the proposed operations a knowledge 
of the specific sites in the first instance should minimise appeals and minimise persons appealing 
who area regarded as serial appealers.  
 
To that end I would put forward an extra qualification be included for the “relevant person”. The 
“person who has full knowledge of and visited the site in an application and has engaged with the 
landowner and or their agent as to the issues with the site”.  
 
I strongly endorse the inclusion the “power to charge or recover fees” as outlined under Head 5. I 
agree strongly with principle of bringing the charge for making an appeal the same as it is for 
planning permission process. If a person is agitated enough to object to a proposed development, 
after giving time to get full knowledge of the site and proposed operations, I think should be 
willing and happy to pay a small fee to enter into an appeal against those proposed operations. 
 
I have NWS afforestation applications, NWC Conservation applications, thinning Felling Licence 
applications with the Forest Service for 12 to 18 months awaiting decision. I cannot give clients 
any assurance as to when approvals may come but I have to tell them also that if an approval did 
come through that it is open to appeal and that I also could not give a timeline as to how quickly 
that appeals process could take. I outline to the client as best I can that, there are long delays to 
licences caused by the FAC, the FAC cannot cope with the workload, this is hindering forestry activity 
and damaging the industry, that It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. This is 
what I have to explain to any new clients also and it is beyond embarrassing for the forestry industry 
at this stage. If the proposals in the amendment are adopted at least it may go some way to 
addressing this situation we are in at the present that is doing so much damage to the Forest 
Industry. 
 
 
Regards, 
 



Padraig 
 
 
 
 
Padraig O Tuama, 
CCF Management, 
Dromanallig 
Ballingeary, 
Co. Cork. 
 
 



Protrans Transport & Logisitcs,  
 
Hi, 
 
I am employed in the administration/accounts dept at Protrans Transport & Logistics in Longford. 
 
I wish to pledge my full support for the Forestry Bill 2020. 
 
The forestry / sawmilling sector is of utmost importance to my job as a very large percentage of our 
work at Protrans involves deliveries from forests to sawmills and from sawmills to customers all 
around the country. 
 
My work in the office at Protrans almost entirely involves the administration work for Sawmills and 
Coillte. 
 
The closure of sawmills would have a huge impact on my job and maybe even lead to the loss of my 
job as well as those of my work colleagues and drivers at Protrans 
 
So therefore I am fully supportive of this Forestry Bill. 
 
 
 



To whom it may concern, 

 

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

I just a have a few simple facts: 

 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the 

Forestry Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 

3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 

4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 

5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 

 

 

Regards 

Alan Flanagan 

 
 

 

http://www.flanagantimber.com/


 

Hi.  

 

I support the forestry bill. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

Derek Dowling  

 

Managing Director  

 



SUBMISSION TO PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

Submission MADE to: ForestryBill2020@agriculture.gov.ie 

27TH AUGUST 2020 

Longford Timber Contractors 

SUBMISSION FROM LONGFORD TIMBER CONTRACTORS LTD. 

CARTRON DRUMLISH CO. LONGFORD 

LONGFORDTIMBER@GMAIL.COM 

 

WE ARE A TIMBER HARVESTING CO. BASED IN LONGFORD, EMPLOYING 23 
EMPLOYEES ON A FULL TIME BASIS. 

I AM IN FAVOUR OF THIS LEGISLATION IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN JOBS. 

I HAVE 16 FORESTRY MACHINES, 9 OF WHICH ARE ON LEASING FINANCE. 
 

mailto:ForestryBill2020@agriculture.gov.ie
mailto:longfordtimber@gmail.com


To whom it concerns:  

As a director of a forestry company i want to express my deep concern about the ongoing 

serious undealt with issues in the forestry industry. 

The department needs to get the Forestry Bill 2020 passed as soon as possible, if not jobs will 

be lost, business will close, sawmills will have no supply of timber. Following on from that 

house building supplies will not be there, including timber supplies for the new children's 

hospital among all other building sites. 

i firmly support this Bill and hope this new government will not waste any more time on the 

issue or wait until the whole industry collapses to do something. 

I appeal to all those concerned to move this legislation forward immediately before it 

becomes another crisis the country cant afford. 

 





To whom it may concern, 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 



 



I just want to show my support for the forestry sector of Ireland. 
 



Protrans 
 
To Whom it May Concern. 
 
My name is Brid Shaughnessy and I am employed by a local logistics company called Protrans, in Co. 
Longford. A large majority of our work involves the transportation of Timber throughout Ireland. 
Fortunately, as well as Protans, Longford also possesses the successful business Glennon Bros 
Timber which employs many people from the locality and surrounding areas. 
 
I worked abroad for many years and was delighted to get the opportunity to move back to my home 
in Co. Longford along with being afforded the opportunity of working for a local successful business 
which Longford greatly needs.  
 
I worry greatly about the effect that Forestry closures will have on my work, life and family as do all 
my work colleagues for their similar situations. 
 
I plead that the Forestry Bill 2020 is passed to secure a future for my job and for the continued 
employment and prosperity that local Timber and logistic companies give. 
 
 
Protrans. 
Leitrim Cross, 
Drumlish Road, 
Longford, 
 



 

 

+ 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland 

 

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and bio fuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. We Scartaglin forestry services Ltd are proud to be delivering and 

growing quality jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the 

sector will double in size. We provide 9 fulltime jobs in Kerry and making a significant 

contribution to both direct and indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

*Job numbers by county: Waterford: 470 jobs; Carlow: 110 jobs; Kilkenny: 355 jobs; 

Tipperary: 740 jobs; Wicklow: 760 jobs; Cork: 1,395 jobs; Galway: 950 jobs; Laois: 420 

jobs; Leitrim: 565 jobs; Sligo: 445 jobs; Longford: 245; Kerry: 815 jobs 

  

 
 
 

 

 

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  
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2. Current crisis 

 

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and  

Issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only about 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being 

starved of the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and 

with respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current 

impasse is resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the 

impact of Covid-19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the 

Live Register remain high here in Co Kerry 

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined .It is very hard to see how there won’t be a lot of more unemployment if this 

trend continues no felling licences no replanting   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Scartaglin forestry services Ltd welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its 

implementation with additional elements. Outlined below are the views of Scartaglin forestry 

services Ltd with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional 

recommendations 

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: We welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in 

divisions and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate 

without one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members 

only.  

 

o Quorum :A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: supports the proposal regarding the power of the 

Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required to determine 

an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and unnecessary 

delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy  have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

 

We at Scartaglin forestry services Ltd hope that some common sense can be reached 

in order to keep forestry as a viable industry here in Ireland. We are involved in the 

planting and maintenance sector since 1987 we have been contractors to a lot of the 

major forestry company’s i.e. Coillte , south west ,mid west ,Irish forestry trust , Veon, 

and forestry services Ltd . In our daily duties we deal with a large number of foresters 

in each of these company’s and the one thing every one of them have in common is 

that UNLESS THERE IS MAJOUR CHANGES not only will We at Scataglin forestry 

services Ltd be out of work but also thousands of other contractors and forestry 

companies . As it stands at present we will seize to exist as a company within 6 

months. 

 

Regards 

              Jerome Browne  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Northwest Shipping 
 
 
Good day.  
 
I would just like to provide my support to this forestry bill. 

Kind Regards  
Michael Keaney  
Northwest Shipping Services  
+353 83 3340077 
 



Dear Sir / Madam, 

Irish Building Supply, Dublin fully supports the Draft Agricultural Appeals ( Amendment ) Bill 2020. 
We stock only home grown timber and supply to house builders and the RMI market all over Dublin. 
We need sawmills to be in a position to supply us with a constant supply of timber for our 
customers. Our business will be severely impacted if the current situation in the Forestry Appeals 
Committee is not addressed. If this is not resolved and sawmills cannot supply us, it will impact our 
ability to supply timber to very important construction and infrastructural projects, which is a 
significant part of our business.  

• There are long delays to licences caused by the Forestry Appeals Commission 
• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 
• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 
• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 
• We fully support the proposed changes 
• People's livelihoods are at stake here 

 
 



To Whom it may concern. 
 
  I am employed by Macroom Haulage ltd in Co. Cork. This company heavily relies on the Forestry 
sector. If this issue is not resolved asap I may loose my job. 
 
I strongly support this bill as my livelihood depends on it! 
 



Urban Biomass Ltd 

 

We Support Forestry 
 



Dear Sir / Madam, 

Irish Building Supply, Dublin fully supports the Draft Agricultural Appeals ( Amendment ) 

Bill 2020. We stock only home grown timber and supply to house builders and the RMI 

market all over Dublin. We need sawmills to be in a position to supply us with a constant 

supply of timber for our customers. Our business will be severely impacted if the current 

situation in the Forestry Appeals Committee is not addressed. If this is not resolved and 

sawmills cannot supply us, it will impact our ability to supply timber to very important 

construction and infrastructural projects, which is a significant part of our business.  

• There are long delays to licences caused by the Forestry Appeals Commission 

• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 

• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

• We fully support the proposed changes 

• People's livelihoods are at stake here 

--  

Irish Building Supply Co. Ltd 

 



To whom it may concern, 
 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 
 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 
 

 



Ceva Animal Health 
 
 
am in full support of the new and amended forestry bill.  
 
Forestry is a very important resource and natural beauty in Ireland and it can not go unnoticed.  
--  
 
Poultry Field Service Technician B.Agr.Sc 
Ceva Animal Health 
cell: (519) 272-7209 
www.ceva-canada.ca 
 

http://b.agr.sc/
http://www.ceva-canada.ca/


Worrell Harvesting  
 
 
I work for Worrell harvesting I have 2 in college and two in school and I could be laid off with the 
delays I outlined below we need this bill passed  
 



Mannion Build 
 
 
I support the upcoming Forestry Bill 
 

MANNION BUILD 

6 Woodview Cresent,Clonberne, Ballinasloe, Galway. 

T: 093 45580 

M: 087 2394435 

 



 
Hi Dear,  
 
I hope you are well, I am working on the Forest industry and 
my job is depending on the new legislation as the same as 
the thousand of families in Ireland, so please change the legislation and let us support the economy 
in Ireland. 
 
 
So please support our sector.  
 
Email:  
Web: www.glennonbrothers.ie  

 

http://www.glennonbrothers.ie/


I Matt Kelleher, Director of Mulkear Forestry of 2 full time employees and subcontractors fully 
support the amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 to align the forestry licencing and 
appeals processes with similar planning processes. 

Matt Kelleher  
Mulkear Forestry 
Foxhall  
Newport  
Tipperary  
0861261794 
 



Euroforest Ireland 
 
Hi, 
  
I fully support the amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 to align the forestry licencing 
and appeals processes with similar planning processes. The industry is coming to a standstill and we 
need to keep jobs active. We have numerous applications held up within this process and are 
spending more and more time chasing them and getting nowhere. Something needs to change.  
  
  

 
Arklow Business Enterprise Centre, 
Kilbride Industrial Estate, 
Kilbride, 
Arklow, 
Co. Wicklow 
Y14 T440 

  
Tel: 00353 (0) 402 26500 
Web: www.euroforestireland.ie 
  
  
 

http://www.euroforestireland.ie/


Greenbelt Ltd 

 

To whom it concerns, 
 
As a Forest Road Engineer with Greenbelt Ltd, I support the amendment to the  
Forestry Appeals Act. 
 
Jobs across the entire industry are on the line. 
 
From seedling to sawdust - The Irish Forestry Sector has come to an abrupt  
stop. 
 
From a personal perspective, my road application submissions vs road approvals  
has fallen to a shockingly low figure of below 5% turnaround.  This is no  
longer tenable. 
 
The situation has become disappointingly serious. 



Engineered Wood Solutions Ltd     

 

I wish to make the following submission regarding the recently drafted amendments 

to the Agricultural Appeals Act 2001.  

I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which need to be implemented 

urgently and in full. 

I am making this submission as I work in the forestry and wood fibre sector and 

understand how important these amendments are to align the forestry licencing and 

appeals processes with similar planning processes and to improve the overall 

efficiency of this system. 

 

Engineered Wood Solutions Ltd     



Alexanders Timber Design 

 

I support this new legislation as my livelihood depends on this, I work in this industry. 

 

  

 



Alexander Timber Design 
 
I support this new legislation as my livelihood depends on this, I work in this industry. 



M Loane & Son        

 

                                                                                                   26th August 2020 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 
 
 
Proposals 
 
1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought 
to market, until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if 
required.  
2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant 
person” have a right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part 
in the forestry application process. 
3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid 
to objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 
5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and 
appeals in a timely and fair manner. 
6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord 
Pleanála. 
 
 
This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  
Bad for jobs 
Bad for rural Ireland 
Bad for exports 
Bad for business 
Bad for our carbon footprint 
Bad for the public purse 
Bad for building 
Bad for renovating 
Bad for retrofitting 
Bad for the environment 
You have to ask -Who is this good for?  
 
 



Ballynahinch Building Services                                              

                                                            26th August 2020 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 

Proposals 

 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought 
to market, until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if 
required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant 
person” have a right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part 
in the forestry application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  

4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid 
to objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 

5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and 
appeals in a timely and fair manner. 

6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord 
Pleanála. 

 

This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  

Bad for jobs 

Bad for rural Ireland 

Bad for exports 

Bad for business 

Bad for our carbon footprint 

Bad for the public purse 

Bad for building 



Bad for renovating 

Bad for retrofitting 

Bad for the environment 

You have to ask -Who is this good for?  

 

Regards 

 



Veon 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
  
I am emailing you to say that I am in support to the amendments to the Agricultural 
Appeals Act. 
 
The industry at the moment is going through a very hard time and there are so many 
people I know of who have left the industry either by being let go by a forestry 
company or people who were working for themselves and just could not make a 
living due to the delay in licences being issued by the department. 
 
The main reasons I want the Act amended is as follows:   
  
There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC  
The FAC cannot cope with the workload  
This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry  
It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose  
People livelihoods are at stake  
  
Anything that will bring our industry application process more into line with other 
planning processes in the country should be encouraged. 
 
The department need to be able tell an applicant that their file will be processed 
within a certain amount of time, anything that will help with industry get to this stage 
is to be supported. 
 
A situation where anyone can object or delay a forestry application even though it 
has no baring on them is wrong and needs to change, peoples livelihoods are at 
stake, it is affecting the foresters and contractors working in the forest but also the 
forest owner who is trying to earn a living from the land he placed in good faith in to 
forestry. To allow a third party to abuse the appeals process and have the potential 
to bring down the entire sector needs to stop before it is too late. 
 
  
 



Forestlink Ltd 

 

To whom it may concern, 

This is an email expressing my support for the Agricultural Appeals Amendment Bill 
2020 for the following reasons; 

Head 3  

The proposal for the Chairperson of the FAC to issue an annual report is welcome. A 
key focus of the report should be on a time scale for a decision on all appeals.  

It is critical that appeals should be processed within 60 days from the date of 
submission. In 2018 40% of appeals took over 53 weeks to determine (Mac Kinnon 
November 2019). This is completely unacceptable. Sufficient staffing and a strict 
time scale are required to ensure an efficient and credible appeals system.  

Head 4  

The introduction of a deputy chairperson is welcome. The FAC being able to sit in 
divisions of itself without the need for a Chairperson will result in a greater 
throughput of appeals and with an overall improvement in the time scale for a 
decision.  

The ability of the minister to deputise ordinary members of the Forestry Appeals 
Committee is welcome and should result in greater efficiency.   

The FAC needs sufficient staff to deal with the level of appeals being received. The 
staffing should be at a level to allow an appeal to be processed in 60 days.  

The introduction of a fee for a person to make an appeal is essential to operating an 
efficient appeals system.  

Head 5  

The proposal to introduce fees is welcome. It is essential that fees cover a 
submission – the initial consultation period when a licence application is submitted to 
the DAFM and also an appeal – the consultation period following the issuing of a 
license.  

The fees structure should be in line with the planning process.  

We welcome the amendment where the Chairperson of the FAC can decide based 
on the merits of the case submitted determine an appeal without an oral hearing. 
This will greatly improve the timescale to decision and improve the overall efficiency 
of the FAC. 

 

I welcome the amendment for the issuing of ministerial directives to the FAC. 

 

Forestlink Ltd 



McHale Plant Hire 

 

Hello, 

I wish to support this bill, the Irish timber industry is struggling greatly at the moment 
due to the hold up in felling licenses being issued. 

I am from Laois and it offers great employment and is a sustainable industry and 
more investment is needed from the Government on this issue.  

 



Ballynahinch Building Supplies 

 

26th August 2020 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 

 

Proposals 

 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought to market, 

until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” have a 

right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in the forestry application 

process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  

4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 

5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals in a timely 

and fair manner. 

6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord Pleanála. 

 

This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  

Bad for jobs 

Bad for rural Ireland 

Bad for exports 

Bad for business 

Bad for our carbon footprint 

Bad for the public purse 

Bad for building 

Bad for renovating 

Bad for retrofitting 



Bad for the environment 

You have to ask -Who is this good for? 



Hi,  

 

As a young member of our family business Worrell Harvesting I would like to state I 

SUPPORT the proposed changes to the bill in question. Thousands of peoples 

livelihoods are at stake here if this bill is not passed. There are already long delays 

to felling licences caused by the Forestry Appeals committee as they simply cannot 

cope with their current workload. As a direct result this is impacting forestry activity 

negatively and damaging our industry. It is imperative that the FAC I'd reformed as 

soon as possible so it is fit for purpose and can carry out its work in a more efficient 

manner. Thanks 

 

  

 



Ballynahinch Building Supplies 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 

 

Proposals 

 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought 

to market, until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if 

required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant 

person” have a right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part 

in the forestry application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  

4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid 

to objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 

5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and 

appeals in a timely and fair manner. 

6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord 

Pleanála. 

 

This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  

Bad for jobs 

Bad for rural Ireland 

Bad for exports 

Bad for business 

Bad for our carbon footprint 

Bad for the public purse 

Bad for building 

Bad for renovating 

Bad for retrofitting 

Bad for the environment 



You have to ask -Who is this good for? 



DPL Group 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 

As a Branch manager for a nationwide Builders merchant Business, I wish to 

express my support for the upcoming Forestry bill 2020 

 

For the last 3 months we have seen a rapid decline in Timber supplies and as a 

consequence our Business experienced lost sales in the region of 20% 

 

This is a direct result of having no Timber stocks. 

 

If this situation continues, the building industry and others will have no alternative but 

to source all timber from Foreign suppliers 

 

So in Conclusion, please accept my submission in favour of Bill as above 

 

 



                                                                                                                            26th August 2020 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 
 
 
Proposals 
 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought 
to market, until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if 
required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” 
have a right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in 
the forestry application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they 
lose. 

5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals 
in a timely and fair manner. 

6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord 
Pleanála. 

 
 
This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  
Bad for jobs 
Bad for rural Ireland 
Bad for exports 
Bad for business 
Bad for our carbon footprint 
Bad for the public purse 
Bad for building 
Bad for renovating 
Bad for retrofitting 
Bad for the environment 
You have to ask -Who is this good for?  
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                            26th August 2020 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 
 
 
Proposals 
 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought 
to market, until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if 
required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” 
have a right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in 
the forestry application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they 
lose. 

5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals 
in a timely and fair manner. 

6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord 
Pleanála. 

 
 
This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  
Bad for jobs 
Bad for rural Ireland 
Bad for exports 
Bad for business 
Bad for our carbon footprint 
Bad for the public purse 
Bad for building 
Bad for renovating 
Bad for retrofitting 
Bad for the environment 
You have to ask -Who is this good for?  
 
 
 
 



Medite Smartply 

 

To whom it may concern 

 

I, wish to make the following submission regarding the recently drafted amendments 

to the Agricultural Appeals Act 2001;  

• I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which need to be 

implemented urgently and in full. 

I am making this submission as I work in the forestry / forest products sector and 

understand how important these amendments are to align the forestry licencing and 

appeals processes with similar planning processes and to improve the overall 

efficiency of this system. 

 

I can be contacted on this email or  

 

Regards, 

 



Tarrant International 

 

I am writing you to in relation to This felling crisis is affecting our company & its 

employees , we need to get this upcoming bill across the line or jobs will be lost in 

our company in our bulk timber division. 

 

 

Regards  

 

Tarrant International 



                                                                                                                            26th August 2020 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 
 
 
Proposals 
 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought 
to market, until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if 
required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” 
have a right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in 
the forestry application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they 
lose. 

5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals 
in a timely and fair manner. 

6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord 
Pleanála. 

 
 
This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  
Bad for jobs 
Bad for rural Ireland 
Bad for exports 
Bad for business 
Bad for our carbon footprint 
Bad for the public purse 
Bad for building 
Bad for renovating 
Bad for retrofitting 
Bad for the environment 
You have to ask -Who is this good for?  
 
Regards 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Green Belt 

 

I support the amendment to the Forestry Appeals Act 



Glennon Brothers 

 

Dear Sirs 

 

I wish to convey my full support for this legislation. I am directly employed in this 

industry and the current situation is putting my job at risk and the well being of my 

family and loved ones. This legislation needs to be passed to protect the wider forest 

products sector from complete meltdown. 

 

Yours Sincerely 



I support the amendment to the Forestry Appeals Act 



Tarrant International 

 

Good Morning 

I am writing you to in relation to This felling crisis is affecting our company & its 

employees , we need to get this upcoming bill across the line or jobs will be lost in 

our company in our bulk timber division. 

 

--  

Kind regards 



Dunne's Sawmills 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

Dunne's Sawmills is a business in South Tipperary that supplies a range of timber 

products to our farming and construction based customers. Recently it has become 

more and more difficult to source material from forests and products from the bigger 

sawmills around the country due to the backlog of felling licences caused by serial 

objectors. 

 

This is an email expressing our support for the Agricultural Appeals Amendment Bill 

2020 for the following reasons; 

 

 

Head 3 

The proposal for the Chairperson of the FAC to issue an annual report is welcome. A 

key focus of the report should be on a time scale for a decision on all appeals. 

It is critical that appeals should be processed within 60 days from the date of 

submission. In 2018 40% of appeals took over 53 weeks to determine (Mac Kinnon 

November 2019). This is completely unacceptable. Sufficient staffing and a strict 

time scale are required to ensure an efficient and credible appeals system. 

 

Head 4 

The introduction of a deputy chairperson is welcome. The FAC being able to sit in 

divisions of itself without the need for a Chairperson will result in a greater 

throughput of appeals and with an overall improvement in the time scale for a 

decision. 

The ability of the minister to deputize ordinary members of the Forestry Appeals 

Committee is welcome and should result in greater efficiency. 

The FAC needs sufficient staff to deal with the level of appeals being received. The 

staffing should be at a level to allow an appeal to be processed in 60 days. 

The introduction of a fee for a person to make an appeal is essential to operate an 

efficient appeals system. 

 

Head 5 



The proposal to introduce fees is welcome. It is essential that fees cover a 

submission – the initial consultation period when a license application is submitted to 

the DAFM and also an appeal – the consultation period following the issuing of a 

license. 

The fees structure should be in line with the planning process. 

We welcome the amendment where the Chairperson of the FAC can decide based 

on the merits of the case submitted to determine an appeal without an oral hearing. 

This will greatly improve the timescale to a decision and improve the overall 

efficiency of the FAC. 

Dunne's Sawmills welcomes the amendment for the issuing of ministerial directives 

to the FAC. 

 

Kind Regards, 



To whom it may concern. 

 

I support the new forestry bill as if it is not passed Ireland will not reach its planting 

targets. 

 

Dessy Henry 

 



P&G Forestry Ltd   

 

I am making a submission in support of this bill.  

I run a harvesting contract company and have substantial financial commitment and 

also employ people.  

Regards:  

P&G Forestry Ltd 



Watters Garden Sheds  

Our family company fully support the Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 

2020, which if successful will help resolve the current crisis.  

As the substantial supporter of home grown timber in Ireland, our business may be 

severely impacted if sawmills cannot access wood. 

This industry supports 12,000 jobs, many of throughout the country, supporting other 

local businesses and jobs. This will affect house building and DIY projects all over 

the country. 

• We cannot get timber enough to sustain our business as it is due to Covid 19 

• People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

  

 



Glennon Brothers  

I support this Amendment as I have worked all my life in the Timber Industry in 

Ireland and Scotland and the current legislation is hindering forestry activity and 

damaging the industry, both in Ireland and having a knock on effect in Scotland as 

well. 

 

 

  

Regards 



Cotter Bros Firewood  

 

We support the proposed forestry bill, because currently Ireland is not reaching 

planting targets and the current situation is posing a huge threat to Ireland's ability to 

meet its climate targets and its renewable heat targets. 

The proposed bill is good because it will align the forestry licencing and appeals 

processes with similar planning processes.  

 

 

Thanking you 



Lonza Wood Protection  

 

 

I Paul Harvey, wish to make the following submission regarding the recently drafted 

amendments to the Agricultural Appeals Act 2001.  

I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which need to be implemented 

urgently and in full. 

 

I am making this submission as I work in the forestry sector and understand how 

important these amendments are to align the forestry licencing and  

appeals processes with similar planning processes and to improve the overall 

efficiency of this system. 

 

 

Regards 

 

Lonza Wood Protection 



Croke Transport - Alan Croke 

 

To whom it may concern, 

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals 

(Amendment) Bill. 

I just a have a few simple facts: 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused 

by the Forestry Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 

3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 

4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for 

purpose. 

5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

Kind regards, 

Alan Croke, 

Croke Transport 



 



 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 



 



Forestry Services Limited  

 

Dear sirs, 

 

I am writing this email to state that I fully support the amendment to the Agriculture 

Appeals Act, 2001 to align the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar 

planning processes.  

 

I am a young forester that is new to the industry, but I have already seen how the 

sector is affected and at risk because of objections to forestry. Many jobs, including 

my own, are at risk due to these objections which is again why I state that I fully 

support this Bill. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Forestry Services Limited 



Grasslands  

 

I would like to support this bill in order to keep forestry land in this country 

productive, making it more economically viable and encouraging growth of the scetor 

 

Regards  



Fran McLoughlin Civils Ltd  

 

To whom it may concern, 

The Draft Agriculture Appeals(Amendment) Bill 2020-Public Consultation will be a 

great boost to the Forestry Industry as it will speed up the process of licensing,give 

more clarity to all stakeholders and maintain and create more employment and at the 

same time taking into account the environment. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

FRA MC LOUGHLIN CIVILS LTD. 



ACCUVIO  

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

I Adrian Fleming, support the upcoming forestry bill which will streamline the forestry 

process. I think failure to pass this bill will have huge negative consequences for our 

country and agricultural economy and allowing non relevant persons or bodies to 

object free of charge allows for automated and manufactured objections to be 

submitted. This needs to be in line with normal development planning procedures. 

 

I fear the possible loss of our forests and recreation areas over time. 

 

Regards, 



IJM Timber Engineering Ltd   

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 

 

 

Proposals 

 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought 

to market, until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if 

required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant 

person” have a right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part 

in the forestry application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  

4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid 

to objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 

5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and 

appeals in a timely and fair manner. 

6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord 

Pleanála. 

 

 

This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  

Bad for jobs 

Bad for rural Ireland 

Bad for exports 

Bad for business 

Bad for our carbon footprint 

Bad for the public purse 

Bad for building 

Bad for renovating 



Bad for retrofitting 

Bad for the environment 

You have to ask -Who is this good for?  

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

IJM Timber Engineering Ltd. 



Glennon Brothers  

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

 

I support this new legislation as I work in the timber manufacturing industry and my 

livelihood depends on the timber industry. 

 

After graduating in Wood Science and Technology from the University of Limerick, I 

have been working in the timber industry since graduating. The timber industry relies 

on a steady supply of logs to maintain production and to supply the Irish market with 

construction timber as well as fencing timber. To maintain the supply of logs to 

sawmills around the country the issue with objections delaying felling licences needs 

to be resolved whether this is from extra resources being provided to the FAC or by 

reforming the objections process. 

 

 

Regards, 

 

 



Glennon Brothers  

 

I David Tiernan live with my two children in a rural community and I’m directly 

employed in the wood processing industry. 

I wish to express my support for the proposed changes in the “draft agricultural 

appeals amendment bill 2020 “. 

 

My reasons are as follows. 

 

1. There are long delays to licences caused by forestry appeals commission 

2. The forestry appeals commission cannot cope with workload leaving a hugh 

backlog. 

3. The farming and timber industry are been massively hit by this delay. 

4. Most importantly peoples jobs and livelihoods are at stake.  

5. Rural Ireland as we know will die, the revenue that this sector brings to the 

people of Ireland is massive, the loss of this revenue throughout Ireland would really 

effect our country. 

6. It is vital the forestry appeals commission are reformed to make it fit for 

purpose, we need this legislation passed to save my job and the other 12,000 jobs in 

this industry.  

 

 

 

Regards, 

 



Robertson Low  

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 

I write to confirm that as an employee of an Insurance Brokers that act for a wide 

wide range of clients operating in the Forestry Industry I support the upcoming Bill as 

the failure of any of these Forestry clients could potentially have an impact on the 

viability of my own employment. 

 

Kind regards  

 

 

  

 

   



Gweebarra Conservation  

 

To: Minister Pippa Hackett 

Re: Public Consultation on the Proposed Forestry Bill  

 

We are incredulous at the proposals contained in the Forestry Bill. 

We wonder did the State pay Barristers to oversee the writing of this Bill? 

In which case the Department could have saved a lot of money as the Bill 

proposes to break Irish, European & International law, including the Aarhus 

Convention. 

 

Is the Minister proposing to leave the Aarhus Convention which Ireland so recently 

signed? 

Or perhaps she is hinting that the government proposes to leave the European 

Union? 

Otherwise how can she propose to break the various Directives effected by this Bill?  

 

It should not befall community groups and NGOs to point this out to the Minister. 

 

Forestry policy needs to be drastically revised in Ireland to become sustainable.  

We pointed this out several times when canvassed to do so as Stakeholders by the  

Forestry Service over a decade ago.  

Not one of our submissions was responded to let alone any of our suggestions 

implemented. 

These suggestions included planting native trees along riverbanks;  

hand felling Sitka Spruce adjacent rivers and their tributaries; 

collection of local native tree seeds; 

no felling during nesting season; 

& conversion from monoculture or reversion to bogland adjacent rivers. 

 

 



The Forestry Service needs to work with local communities not against them, 

likewise  

the Department of Agriculture. 

Ditch the Bill as is - back to the drawing board asap - there is a climate emergency. 

Tempus Fugit. 

Mise le Meas, 

Patricia Sharkey for  

Coiste Timpeallacht Gaoth Beara 

Donegal 



Nolan Transport  

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals 

(Amendment) Bill. 

I just a have a few simple facts: 

 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused 

by the Forestry Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 

3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 

4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for 

purpose. 

5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 

Kind regards, 

Nolan Transport 

 

 

 



EPAL UK & IRELAND  

 

Good morning,  

I, Josh McMeckan, wish to make the following submission regarding the recently 

drafted amendments to the Agricultural Appeals Act 2001. 

I wish to state that I fully support these amendments which need to be implemented 

urgently and in full. 

I am making this submission as I work in the forestry sector and understand how 

important these amendments are to align the forestry licencing and appeals 

processes with similar planning processes and to improve the overall efficiency of 

this system. 

Regards, 

 

EPAL UK & IRELAND 



Ballinderry Developments Ltd  

 

Encourage forestry 2020 

--  

Ballinderry Developments Ltd 



Glennon Brothers Ltd  

 

My name is Noel Whitney and I am employed in the sawmill industry with Glennon 

Brothers Ltd. The current delay in log supply is causing serious problems for us. It 

will only be a matter of time before there are job losses.  

 

Please pass this legislation as soon as possible to safeguard mine and other jobs 

 

Regards 



Glenasack Tree Services                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                           

Block Road, Portlaoise, Co Laois. R32 K22N Tel / Fax 057 86 21669 Mobile: 086 2552347                                              

Email glenasackforestry@gmail.com 

Forestry Management  ...  Tree Consultancy 

 

27/8/2020 

 

Submission to Draft Agricultural Appeals 

(Amendment) Bill 2020 
 

I welcome the proposed amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Bill and hope for its 

speedy implementation in full. 

The Forest Industry is currently in crisis with Afforestation, Road and Tree Felling 

Licences routinely appealed to the Forestry Appeals Committee.  

There are long delays in actually getting a licence and then further delays when that 

licence is appealed. The FAC as it is currently organised cannot cope with the ever 

increasing list of licences that are appealed. 

These delays are having a detrimental effect on the Irish Forest Industry, afforestation 

levels have collapsed, forest owners who should be constructing forest roads to properly 

manage their forests are delaying doing so and the time delay in getting a felling licence 

is running in to 24 to 30+ months with economic consequences for the owners. 

It is vital that the proposed changes are implemented as quickly as possible, peoples 

livelihoods are at stake. 

In addition to the proposed amendment there are further measures that should be 

implemented, 

- The Chairman of the FAC should be able to reject appeals which are without 

sufficient ground or merit 

- There should be a fee to make a submission at the approval stage of a licence and 

also a substantial fee to appeal a licence similar to planning permission and 

appeals to Bord Pleanala. The current situation where somebody can make an 

appeal designed to frustrate a private forest owners right to realise their 

investment is untenable.   

- The FAC should be able to establish a precedent from existing decisions and 

avoid the current situation of having to deal with the same generic appeals day 

after day. 

- There should be more rigorous criteria for making an appeal to an individual 

forest owner’s licence and this appeal should be backed up evidence justifying the 

grounds for the appeal. 

 

 

John O Connell 

 

 



Glennon Brothers  

 

Hi, 

 

I am emailing you in regarding the Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020, 

and to inform you that I am in favour of this change. 

I am out of college 2 years now and working in the forestry and sawmilling industry.  

As the bill currently stands effects my livelihood and that of the people I work with, as 

our future careers of working in the industry aren’t guaranteed. 

The impact that this current bill has is enormous, from the land owner to the 

everyday commodities that is delivered on pallets which is produced from timber.  

Not to mention that timber is such a big part of our economy. 

 

 

 

 

Regards, 

 

 



 

O’Hara Woodfuel  

 

To whom it concerns, 

 

We at O’Hara Woodfuel support the proposed forestry bill. 

We are a biomass supplier based in Co Cavan and we can see first hand the 

benefits of the forestry industry. Our raw material is sourced locally, processed 

locally and burned locally, supporting our local rural economy. 

 

Regards 

 

Aodhagan O’Hara 


