
Estate Management Services 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I manage over 800 acres of forestry in Galway and have become very concerned 
over the last number of years at the apparent lack of interest from the state 
in encouraging our sector to plant for the future. 
It is vital for the future of our woodlands in Ireland that the amended bill 
is passed ASAP. We need to be planting far more woodland both hard and soft 
wood. 
We have 600 acres of Sitka Spruce and it's a vital income for us and others 
further down the supply chain. We need simpler and clearer guide lines on 
planting and felling licences and for this process to be speeded up 
considerably. At the moment it can take over a year to get a felling licence 
which is absolutely ridiculous if we want to keep our business running 
successfully into the future we need this time frame to be drastically 
reduced. 
 We support local saw mills and timber harvesting crews across the country and 
its vital this bill is passed. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Estate Management Services 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Padraig Thomas Haulage is proud to be delivering and growing quality 

jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in 

size. We provide 950 jobs in galway  making a significant contribution to both direct and 

indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

  

 
 
 

 

   

2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 
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purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Galway.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Padraig Thomas Haulage  welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation 

with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Padraig Thomas Haulage  with 

respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Padraig Thomas Haulage  supports the proposal regarding 

the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is 

required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created 

long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

As noted above there are a number of recommendation that Padraig Thomas Haulage  

would like to see implemented with respect to the draft legislation. This we hope would go in 

some way to help sustain jobs and see a cleaner greener environment for our kids in the 

future. With out this being implemented we feel that the industry is in serious trouble. 

 

 

Padraig Thomas {Company Director} 
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Veon 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern,  
I am emailing you to say that I am in support to the amendments to the Agricultural Appeals Act.  
The industry at the moment is going through a very hard time and there are so many people I know 
of who have left the industry either by being let go by a forestry company or people who were 
working for themselves and just could not make a living due to the delay in licences being issued by 
the department.  
The main reasons I want the Act amended is as follows:  

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 
• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 
• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 
• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 
• People livelihoods are at stake  

Anything that will bring our industry application process more into line with other planning 
processes in the country should be encouraged.  
The department need to be able tell an applicant that their file will be processed within a certain 
amount of time, anything that will help with industry get to this stage is to be supported.  
A situation where anyone can object or delay a forestry application even though it has no baring on 
them is wrong and needs to change, peoples livelihoods are at stake, it is affecting the foresters and 
contractors working in the forest but also the forest owner who is trying to earn a living from the 
land he placed in good faith in to forestry. To allow a third party to abuse the appeals process and 
have the potential to bring down the entire sector needs to stop before it is too late.  
Kind Regards, 
Veon ltd. 
 
 



Treacy’s Homevalue 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 
 
 
Proposals 
 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought to 
market, until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if 
required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” 
have a right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in the 
forestry application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 
5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals in a 

timely and fair manner. 
6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord 

Pleanála. 
 
 
This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  
Disasterous for jobs 
Disasterous for rural Ireland 
Disasterous for exports 
Disasterous for business 
Bad for our carbon footprint 
Disasterous for the public purse 
Disasterous for building 
Disasterous for renovating 
Disasterous for retrofitting 
Bad for the environment 
 
You have to ask -Who or what is going to benefit from this?  
 
60% of our business is dependant on trade customers, the shortage or possibly the complete 
unavailability of timber will have a severe impact on our type of business i.e. the builders’ merchant, 
which is already seeing the negative effects that Covid-19 is having on most businesses. 
 
The timber industry employs 12,000 in rural Ireland. It has made great strides over the years to 
implement green and sustainable work practices. If the current process is not resolved swiftly there 
will be needless damage to jobs and businesses. Timber is a keystone product, it is integral to 
practically every building, renovation, retrofitting and agri-build project. 
 
I am asking the Department of Agriculture to take the above proposals into serious consideration in 
the decision making process for granting forestry licences. 



 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
Kilkenny Road, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny 
Ph: 056 772 4550 Mob: 086 236 7608  

 
 



Lumber Wood Fuels 

 

We have a timber processing business, and employ 8-10 full-time and seasonal. these 

families are local and are dependent on this employment. I support this forestry bill for the 

greater good. 

 

Kind regards  

 

Lumber Wood Fuels 

 



Brophy Timber Services Ltd 
 

To whom it may concern, 
 

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
12 years ago, after serving my time as an apprentice Fitter and working for almost 9 years in the 
private sector, I made the decision to set up my business in the forestry sector. This decision did not 
come out of the blue as my Father and his Father before that had also worked in this sector. I have 
live all my live in a rural townsland of Drim, Mountrath Co Laois right on the foothills of the beautiful 
Slieve Bloom Mountains. As a young boy of 8 or 9 years of age I would of spent a lot of time working 
with my Father in the forests felling and extracting timber for the Sawmill industry.  
Brophy Timber Services Ltd our company has grown steadily over the last 12 years, and now we are 
proud to directly employ over 20 full time employees. At Brophy Timber Services we have strived to 
be the best all round forestry Company serving all clients from the local farm forestry owners to the 
State owned Forestry Companies and Sawmills. We live in a beautiful country and Brophy Timber 
Services through Sustainable forest management are trying every day to both keep it that way and 
maybe improve some areas as we work. The forest industry is a tough industry and is not at all being 
helped or improved by these serial appeals.  

At Brophy Timber Services Ltd we feel that along with an improvement in the Legislation there 
should be a look at maybe abolishing the need for Felling licences for thinnings altogether. It is 
understandable that licences are needed for Clearfelling as this has larger impact on the appearance 
of the locality. A suggestion would be a notification of thinning works so the DAFM can carry out 
audits and inspections to ensure the work is being carried out to a correct standard.  

At Brophy Timber Services we love to work on the land and therefore have a vested interest in 
looking after our environment every day.  

We as a company are facing the tough task of laying a large portion of our staff in the next month or 
so if common sense does not prevail. These are rural jobs which are vital. We have invested our lives 
in Forestry,  
Its high time the people at the head of our sector made this a little easier instead of harder for us. 
Decisions need to be made. I have a Son and Daughter who I want to work in a thriving and 
environmentally sustainable forestry sector in the future if they so chose. 

Please sort this problem now. 

Here are just few simple facts: 

The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry Appeals 
committee (FAC). 

The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 

Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 

It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 

I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 



It is very simple; People's livelihoods are at stake here. 

Kind regards, 
Brophy Timber Services Ltd 
 

 



Brophy Timber Services Ltd 
 
 
 

To whom it may concern, 

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

I just a have a few simple facts: 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 

Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 

3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 

4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 

5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

Kind regards, 
Brophy Timber Services ltd.  



Brophy Timber Services Ltd 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

Kind regards, 
Brophy Timber Services 
 

 
 
 



McPhilips Shavings Ltd  
 
 
I support the upcoming bill as my livelihood depends on it 
 
McPhillips shavings Ltd 
 
 
 



Euroforest Timber Ireland Ltd 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Euroforest Timber Ireland Ltd are a forest management, timber harvesting and marketing 

company. Core to this business, which was founded in 2017, is forest road and felling licence 

approvals. The shareholders have invested €1.2 million in the business to date. 

The foundation of this business is the private sector timber coming to the market over the 

next 2 decades. This timber is in place due to the state investment in private forestry of C. €3 

billion. This investment is now being decimated by the prevailing licence application and 

appeals process. This is not acceptable. 

I support the draft agriculture appeals (amendment) bill 2020.  

Regards, 

 

 



Glennon Brothers Sawmills 
 
 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 
• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 
• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 
• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 
• People livelihoods are at stake here. 

I strongly support proposed changes to the Draft Agricultural Appeals Amendment Bill 2020.  
Signed 
Glennon Brothers Sawmills  
 
 



Hall Transport Ltd  
 
 
A Chara,  
As a company we are very heavily involved in the haulage of both timber from the forests to the 
sawmills and sawn timber from the sawmills to the end user we are very much in favour of this 
amendment.  
The jobs of our drivers and other staff and indeed the company itself would be in severe danger if 
this amendment is not implemented. This would be a loss that could not be easily replaced as most 
of us live in areas where it would not be easy to find other work for the people or the trucks. 
 
Regards,[ 
 
Hall Transport Ltd. 
 
 



Tree M Ltd 
 
 
Hello I am a timber harvesting contractor from county Laois, I’m a 3rd generation logger. We’ve 
created much employment in our area and supported the local community through the years and 
are now facing unemployment because of the farce in the forest licensing. 
I support the upcoming legislation and call on our government to support us in return. 
 
Tree M Ltd 
 



Fortune Haulage Ltd 

 

Our Company is Fortune Haulage Ltd and we are haulage contractors delivering 
round timber logs from the forest to the sawmill.  

We are in favour & support the proposed changes in the “Draft Agricultural Appeals 
(Amendment) Bill 2020” due to the following reasons;- 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 

• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 

• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

• People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 
Kind regards 

 
 
Fortune Haulage Ltd 

 

tel:+442020


Donegal Red Squirrel Group 

 

To whom it may concern, I wish to state my opposition to these proposed changes to the 

above bill. As chairperson of Donegal Red Squirrel Group I am extremely concerned about 

this. This is a curtailing of ordinary people being able to appeal any forestry decision.  

I demand that you Minister Hackett Abandon her proposed Bill- it will stop the appeals but 

won’t fix the cause. 

• Prioritise improving the quality of licensing decisions by addressing longstanding 

and well recognised failures in the system, and by correctly applying environmental 

legislation. 

• Put the creation of a new forestry programme front and centre and ensure that it 

recognises community and environmental concerns . 

• Reform the forestry grants system so that it incentivises delivery of a new positive 

forestry model. 

• Reject the MacKinnon report, which was commissioned to help speed up the 

forestry licensing system. It is the basis for the Bill’s proposal to introduce fees for 

forestry appeals. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Donegal Red Squirrel Group 

 



 
Thomas Greene Transport  
 
> To whom it may concern, 
 
> Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill:- 
> 
> 1) Delays caused by the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) as they cannot cope with the workload is 
unacceptable. 
> 2) Forest activities have ceased due to this backlog and this is damaging the industry which makes a 
significant contribution to employment in my local economy. 
> 3) It is vital that changes are made to clear the backlog and appeals along with other important 
decisions are acted upon swiftly. 
> 4) We strongly support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
> 5) Simply put - People's livelihoods both directly and indirectly are being affected and are at stake. 
> 
> Regards, 
> > Thomas Greene Transport 
 



Woodfab Timber Limited 
 
Good afternoon 
 
I am an employee of Woodfab Timber Limited and welcome the draft legislation 
and encourage its implementation. 
 
I have worked in Woodfab Timber for 3 years but have worked in the timber 
industry all my working life and am very concerned about my job and the jobs 
of my colleagues.   I had read countless articles in the media over the last 
number of months about the shortage of timber and job losses due to this.  
However, I am seeing the slowdown in intake first hand.  Coillte have held no 
auction since July and there are no auctions currently scheduled for the rest 
of this year. 
 
I understand from management that we have no commitment of supply from late 
2020.  They have received assurance after assurance that there will be an 
increase in the number of felling licences granted by the Department but to 
date we are not seeing any increase in log supply.  Since the introduction of 
new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and issuing of 
forestry licences have been seriously disrupted. The current system is not fit 
for purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by 
administrative inadequacies and procedural barriers.  We believe that these 
issues can be addressed and solutions identified but action must be taken now 
before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the 
industry undermined. 
 
There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC.  At the current run rate 
it will take 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC.  The FAC 
simply cannot cope with the workload.  The changes to the legislation should 
help this situation providing the FAC is adequately and quickly resourced.  
These delays are hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry.   It 
is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. 
 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
Woodfab Timber Limited 

 



24th August 2020  
  

Draft Agricultural Appeals 
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SUBMISSION FROM:  
MCMORROW ENTERPRISES (MCMORROW HAULAGE LTD & 
MCMORROW HARVESTING LTD). 
KILMORE,  
DOWRA,  
CO. LEITRIM. 
PHONE: 071 96 43266; 087 252 4326 
EMAIL: INFO@MCMORROWHAULAGE.IE 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland 
Managed Forestry is one of Ireland’s fastest growing industries, contributing €2.3 Billion to the 

Irish economy, providing employment to roughly 12,000 people in Ireland, while adhering 

strictly to the highest European standards. The contribution of the Managed Forestry industry 

to Irish life and society is not merely financial however, being a green industry which provides 

rural employment, contributes to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and 

produces technologically advanced timber and biofuel products.  

 

We operate two companies in the Forestry industry, McMorrow Haulage Ltd. and McMorrow 

Harvesting Ltd. These are separate companies but for the sake of ease I will refer to them 

collectively as “McMorrow Enterprises” and separately where appropriate. McMorrow Haulage 

has been operating in this industry for over 25 years, while McMorrow Harvesting has been 

operating for almost 20 years in the industry, with both providing quality rural employment in 

Counties Leitrim, Cavan, Sligo, Donegal and Roscommon, contributing significantly to the 

economy of the Irish North West as a result, while embodying all the features of the modern 

Managed Forestry industry outlined above. Throughout that time McMorrow Enterprises have 

enjoyed continuous growth, as has the Managed Forestry Industry as a whole, which is 

expected to have doubled in size by 2035. The potential of the Managed Forestry Industry and 

McMorrow Enterprises as a company within that industry to continue providing sustainable, 

local, green jobs on an ever increasing basis is thus evident. 

  
Furthermore, the Forestry Industry has the potential to be a huge asset to the Irish State with 

regard to it’s Climate Change obligations, providing valuable habitats for biodiversity and 

nature, important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection, while 

meaningfully improving farm income and value. The recent formation of a new government 

and the ambitious Programme for Government, Our Shared Future, presents a unique 

opportunity for policy formation, legislation and change. We are eager to engage with 

Government in that respect, strongly believing forestry can play an important role across so 

many of the objectives laid out in that Programme for Government.  
   
2. Current crisis  
The forestry industry is experiencing a crisis at the moment due to inadequate forestry 

licensing procedures issued in 2019. The current system is not fit for purpose, with 

administrative inadequacies and barriers impeding the ability to operate and plan. Such 
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administrative roadblocks are not present anywhere else in Europe, making it difficult to find 

any legitimate justification for them. 

 

The forestry industry has consequently suffered widespread disruption, with current felling 

license approvals at only 20% of the required rate, starving the forestry industry of the 

necessary timber supplies. If this continues the impact on employment and business within 

the industry will be detrimental, as to put it simply, the sawmills will run out of timber within 

months. With specific reference to the effect of this on our own business, we recently invested 

in a large wood chipper with a view to expanding in to wood energy and biofuel. However, we 

are now concerned that with a scarcity of timber this will not be financially feasible. COVID 19 

has compounded the difficulties caused by this crisis, with unemployment soaring both 

nationally and in the North West, while presenting unprecedented difficulties in getting 

employees back in to the workplace. 

 

The Forestry Appeals Committee’s (FAC) inability to finalise appeals before it in a reasonably 

timely manner has also caused significant difficulties with regard to licensing. At the time of 

writing there are over 400 outstanding projects under appeal to The FAC, with the failure to 

address this backlog negatively impacting planting, felling and road building. The prospects of 

the FAC addressing this backlog are not promising, having processed approximately 25 

projects per month since the start of 2020. At that rate it would take 16 months to clear the 

current backlog, however, the rate of new appeals dwarves the rate FAC is processing 

appeals, meaning the aforementioned backlog will only continue to grow. In one day in early 

August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic metres of timber - enough timber to build 

5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast majority of appeals are lodged by a small 

handful of individuals and target forest policy generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe these issues can be addressed, however, action is required in order to prevent the 

unnecessary stifling of the forestry industry, the benefits it offers to Irish life and society and 

the financial and job security of the people who work within it.  
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 
McMorrow Enterprises welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 
additional elements. Outlined below is the views of McMorrow Enterprises (and we understand 
many others who operate in the forestry industry) with respect to specific parts of the draft 
legislation alongside some additional recommendations. 

 
• Head 3: 

 
o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 
respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 
should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 
days of appeals being lodged.  
 

• Head 4: 
 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this would 
negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant in every 
appeal.  
 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 
and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 
one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 
o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 
statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 
o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of the 
FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 
o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the appropriate 

manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all appeals are decided 
upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 
o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should be 

issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe should 
be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted for some 
housing developments. This additional amendment is of fundamental 
importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals legislation. 
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• Head 5  
 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 
is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 
brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  
 

o Oral Hearings: McMorrow Enterprises supports the proposal regarding the 
power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required 
to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 
unnecessary delays.  
 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the stated 
powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 
 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note of 
the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to support 
national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the employment 
it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to the national 
economy have been recognised by successive governments.  
 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 
given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  
 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 
to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 
mechanism to object to national forest policy.  
 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC should 
establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a situation 
of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new issues. If an 
appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine its backlog of 
existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the same decision on 
appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent factors. 
 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 
requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 
appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 
group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 
lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 
interest in the licence that they are appealing.  

 



Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 August 2020   
 

5 | P a g e  
McMorrow Haulage Ltd. 

4. Conclusion  
I have great concerns for the future of the forest industry in Ireland. As a native of 
County Leitrim from a farming background, I am saddened to see how a small number 
of people are incorrectly presenting forestry as detrimental to farming, in an attempt to 
destroy the forestry industry. In my experience forestry and farming in fact have the 
capacity to support one another, being naturally synergistic industries. 
 
I have personal experience of unemployment in Leitrim and Ireland, when along with 
95% of my school mates, I had to emigrate in the 1980’s. Thankfully, emigration today 
is a choice for our young people. With that in mind, much land that is designated as 
farming land is simply incapable of supporting livestock, and if a farmer wants to plant 
such lands they should be allowed to. Even forgetting the benefits of forestry for a 
moment, the planting of certain lands as outlined above has the capacity to aid these 
farmers, create further employment and opportunities in farming, while in no way 
reducing the operating capacity of the farming industry. Rather, such support offers 
the farming industry a unique opportunity for financial growth and sustainability and 
thus growth as an industry overall. 
 
I am a farmer who had forestry planted on some of my lands 4 years ago. This was 
poor or “bad” land which was not capable of supporting livestock, being too poor to 
allow for expansion of my herd or support any of my existing herd. Thus, I in no way 
reduced my capacity to farm by planting this land, rather, I strengthened it. The forest 
premiums I receive supplement my beef and suckler herd, without which I would be 
unable to continue farming. This displays that forestry can aid farming, through the 
planting of certain lands which could never properly support livestock in any case, 
providing serious financial aid to the farming industry without reducing the capacity to 
farm. This synergistic process has the potential to allow both the forestry and farming 
industries to thrive, contributing further and further to the Irish economy and 
employment, while promoting all the benefits the forestry Industry offers to the Irish 
State outlined in this document, as well as similar benefits offered by the farming 
industry. I know many farmers who would also like to plant small sections of poorer 
land they own in order to promote their farm in a similar manner while in no way 
reducing their capacity or desire to farm, but are afraid to even mention their intentions 
because of the campaign that has built up against the forestry industry.  
 
On a final note, we employ 42 people in a very rural area, with all our activities being 
forestry related. I have had a number of calls recently from farmers, unable to source 
timber planks for their shed roofs, while sawmills are still producing timber but unable 
to meet demand due to the inadequate licensing process which this document 
addresses. If the licencing issue is not resolved there will be a serious shortage of all 
timber products, negatively effecting both industries. Farming and forestry are in my 
experience the two largest sectors offering employment in this area. Allowing both to 
deteriorate over time, which is what will happen if current practices continue, will have 
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a major impact on our whole economy and way of life, but in particular the ability of 
people to find long term and sustainable employment in rural areas such as our own 
as well as the associated societal and personal benefits that come along with 
employment.  
 
I am in no way opposing the right of people to object to a particular development where 
it is felt it will have an effect on them, they have a legitimate interest in the issue, and 
have a proper understanding as to what it is they are objecting to and the actual effect 
the process they are objecting to has or in fact doesn’t have on the farming industry. 
However, many of the people objecting to these developments are often not from the 
area thus lacking an appreciation for the importance of both industries to the local 
economy, while also not understanding the synergistic potential present between both 
industries. Thus, I feel they are firstly objecting on a basis which is profoundly 
improperly informed, and secondly they may not appreciate how their continued stifling 
of the forestry industry in a rural area such as ours will have a detrimental effect on 
that rural area, the people within it, and in fact the farming industry itself which they 
incorrectly believe they are attempting to protect while in fact choking it of one of the 
best sources of sustainability and growth to it. This in my view is a problem which 
requires addressing. 
 
We are optimistic for the future, but real, effective and immediate legislative change 
addressing the concerns raised in this document is required, unless the Government 
wishes to see untold damage done to the forestry industry, which will carry with it all 
the consequences for the people of our area and the farming industry itself which have 
been outlined throughout this document. 
 
 

Mr. Gerry McMorrow, 
Managing Director,  

McMorrow Haulage Ltd. 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a rapidly growing industry, making a €2.3bn contribution to the Irish 

Economy and provides 12,000 jobs. Not to mention, producing technologically advanced 

timber and biofuel products. Liam Morris Haulage Ltd. is proud to be delivering and growing 

quality jobs, especially in our rural communities. It is expected that the sector will double in 

size in the next 15 years. We provide almost 1000 jobs in County Galway making a 

significant contribution to both direct and indirect employment and the local economy.  

 

Forestry is so significant for a number of reasons.  

 Forestry can improve farm income/value.  

 Forests provide invaluable habitats for biodiversity and nature along with vital 

ecosystem services such as flood protection.  

 Forestry has the potential to contribute to Ireland’s obligations to minimise climate 

change. 

  

 
 
 

 

   

2. Current crisis  

It is clear to see that the processing and issuing of forestry licences has been majorly 

impacted since the implementation of new procedures in 2019. The current system is 

impeding my company from operating efficiently, largely due to the obstacle’s that exist here 

in Ireland but are not restricting any other country in Europe.  

 

Our industry is in a crisis and the effects will be detrimental to rural Ireland. 

 

The industry is being starved of timber supplies due to the slow processing of felling licenses 

which is 80% below the market supply rate. This has caused widespread disturbance across 

the forestry industry. The potential loss of jobs in sawmills will be severe unless the current 

situation is rectified. The impact of Covid19 has worsened the situation and the numbers on 

the Live Register remains high in Co. Galway.  
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A key component of the licencing process is the Forestry Appeals Committee. The FAC 

have caused substantial difficulties.  Currently, there are over 400 outstanding projects 

appealed but not processed. These appeals are negatively impacting planting, felling and 

the development of roads. 

 

If the FAC continue to work at the current rate, the backlog of appeals will be cleared in 16 

months at an average of 25 projects per month. All this while the rate of new appeals 

continues to grow at greater rate than which they are being processed. It is a continuous 

problem. The majority of appeals are being lodged by a small group of people. At the 

beginning of the month, objectors stalled the production of 100,000 cubic meters of timber. 

 

 

Action must be taken now in order to ensure no more jobs are unnecessarily lost and to 

ensure the forestry industry is protected. 
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Liam Morris Haulage Ltd. welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation 

with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Liam Morris Haulage Ltd. with 

respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

 Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

 Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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 Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Liam Morris Haulage Ltd. supports the proposal regarding 

the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is 

required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created 

long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

 Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

 

This situation needs to be rectified as soon as possible. If it is not rectified there’s no 

law or stimulus plan that will bring our forestry back from the brink of collapse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely  

Liam Morris 

 

 

 

 

 



Brophy Timber Services Ltd 
 
To whom it may concern, 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

Kind regards, 
Brophy Timber Services Ltd 
 

 



Balcas Timber 
 
To whom it concerns, 
I wish to express my support for the Forestry Bill 2020. As a Leitrim person born and reared and 
living there all my life, I make my living in the sawmilling industry which is currently being held to 
ransom. 
• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 
• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 
• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 
• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 
• I support the proposed changes 
• Peoples livelihoods are at stake here. 
 



Brophy Timber Services Ltd 
 
To whom it may concern, 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the 
Forestry Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple, myself and thousands of others will be out of a job for Christmas. 

Kind regards, 
Brophy Timber Services Ltd  
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. D Gillanders Plant Hire LTD is proud to be delivering and growing 

quality jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will 

double in size. We provide 4 jobs in Co Monaghan making a significant contribution to both 

direct and indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

*Job numbers by county: Waterford: 470 jobs; Carlow: 110 jobs; Kilkenny: 355 jobs; 

Tipperary: 740 jobs; Wicklow: 760 jobs; Cork: 1,395 jobs; Galway: 950 jobs; Laois: 420 

jobs; Leitrim: 565 jobs; Sligo: 445 jobs; Longford: 245; Kerry: 815 jobs 
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2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in County Monaghan.   

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

D GILLANDERS PLANT HIRE LTD welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its 

implementation with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of D GILLANDERS 

PLANT HIRE LTD with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some 

additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: D GILLANDERS PLANT HIRE LTD supports the proposal 

regarding the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral 

hearing is required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has 

created long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

 

 

I strongly feel the issues currently being faced by the industry is having a significant 

impact on operations programmes across the sector including harvesting, road 

construction and afforestation, and is resulting in significant delays in the issuing of 

approvals and processing appeals.  These delays will also begin to affect our business 

side in the Reforestation establishment . Lack of work programmes in certain areas and 

poor logistical site grouping would all be a result of a continued crisis.   

If the current situation continues my business and livelihood and the jobs of 3 other employees are 

likely to be unable to continue as this is my main source of income.  Therefore it will be four more 

people on the live register. Four more families wondering where the money for their bills will come 

from and how they will make ends meet; outcomes which are very unnecessary.  

 

 

Declan Gillanders 

Managing Director  

D Gillanders Plant Hire Ltd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Woodfab Timber Limited  

I am a shareholder of Woodfab Timber Limited and welcome the draft legislation and 

encourage its implementation. I have worked in Woodfab since I left college over 20 years 

ago. My initial role with Woodfab was looking after log supply so I am well aware of issues 

in relation to supply of logs. I have encountered many issues down through the years but this 

situation is unprecedented. The shortage of logs is crippling our industry.  

The industry is at crisis point. We have no commitment of supply from late 2020. We have 

received assurance after assurance that there will be an increase in the number of felling 

licences granted by the Department but to date we are not seeing any increase in log supply. 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously disrupted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers. We believe that these issues can be addressed and solutions 

identified but action must be taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the 

true potential of the industry undermined.  

There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC. At the current run rate it will take 18 

months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC. The FAC simply cannot cope with the 

workload. The changes to the legislation should help this situation providing the FAC is 

adequately and quickly resourced. These delays are hindering forestry activity and damaging 

the industry. Customers are concerned about supply and are looking for alternative suppliers. 

We are at risk of losing customers because we cannot meet the promises we made. It is vital 

that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. My livelihood and the livelihoods of the 

people I work with are at stake here!  

Kind regards 

Woodfab Timber Limited  

 



 Woodfab Timber Ltd  
 
Good afternoon 
 
I am an employee of Woodfab Timber Limited and welcome the draft legislation and 
encourage its implementation. 
 
I have worked in Woodfab Timber for 3 years but have worked in the timber industry all my 
working life and am very concerned about my job and the jobs of my colleagues.   I had read 
countless articles in the media over the last number of months about the shortage of timber 
and job losses due to this.  However, I am seeing the slowdown in intake first hand.  Coillte 
have held no auction since July and there are no auctions currently scheduled for the rest of 
this year. 
 
I understand from management that we have no commitment of supply from late 2020.  
They have received assurance after assurance that there will be an increase in the number 
of felling licences granted by the Department but to date we are not seeing any increase in 
log supply.  Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the 
processing and issuing of forestry licences have been seriously disrupted. The current 
system is not fit for purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by 
administrative inadequacies and procedural barriers.  We believe that these issues can be 
addressed and solutions identified but action must be taken now before more jobs are lost 
rather than created and the true potential of the industry undermined. 
 
There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC.  At the current run rate it will take 18 
months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC.  The FAC simply cannot cope with the 
workload.  The changes to the legislation should help this situation providing the FAC is 
adequately and quickly resourced.  These delays are hindering forestry activity and 
damaging the industry.   It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. 
 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
Woodfab Timber Limited 
 

 



Laois Sawmills Ltd 

 

To whom it may concern,  

 

My name is Kevin Sheridan and I work for Laois Sawmills Ltd based outside Portlaoise. I am 

one of two timber buyers for the sawmill. I have been waiting a long time for this bill to come 

around and I hold a keen interest in it and the outcome of it. 

 

On a daily basis, I am working with foresters, landowners, harvesting contractors, hauliers, 

sawmillers and many more. So id like to think i have a fair knowledge of what the feeling is 

on the ground from people in afforestation at the beginning of the cycle to clearfelling at the 

end of the cycle. 

 

The feeling from myself and others in the industry is anger. For a sector that employs 12,500 

people and has a turnover of approximately 2.2 billion (Beef industry has approx 2.3 billion), 

it seems shocking that appellants, mainly one serial appellant Mr Peter Sweetman can bring 

that industry to its knees. Forestry is promoted throughout europe as a way of fighting climate 

change and a way of the future. 

 

We hear from the government about how planting has to step up and the percentage of forest 

cover has to increase. For this to happen, we need a sustainable forest cycle from start to 

finish. Sadly, we are going backwards instead of forward. Planning for anything at the 

moment in forestry is just impossible, whether that's thinning or even building a road. 

Everything is drawn out and just seems to be a lottery as to when you will get a green light to 

get on with the job. 

 

Everything seems to be blocked up in the Forestry appeals committee (FAC) with very little 

movement. From the outside looking in, it just seems to me that the FAC is not fit for 

purpose, is completely under-resourced and is in need of major change. But this all seems to 

go back to a big problem, and that problem is that a select few people are appealing against 

everything that comes out of the forest service all over the country. In my opinion, its quite a 

joke that a person living in County Cork can appeal a felling licence issued in county 

Donegal, even though they have very little knowledge of the site or the area its in and have 

never even walked the site. 

 

And for these reasons, I am in strong favour of the proposed changes presented in the draft. 

And if these changes don't go ahead, more jobs will be lost. Also more companies that have 

invested large sums of money in the thinking that this is an industry that will only grow 

stronger into the future will be forced to shut. And I wish I was only scaremongering saying 

jobs have and will be lost but sadly, its reality. 

 

Kind regards, 
 
Laois Sawmills Ltd 

 



 Kildare Communities 4 Climate action  

  
 
 
 
Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine   26/8/20 
 
Dear Sir /Madam, 
 
Kildare Communities 4 Climate Action welcome the opportunity to comment on the 
Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020. 
 
Our view is that this bill is not actually necessary and that it does nothing to address 
the underlying issues. The draft bill limits appeals and impacts on the independence 
of the Forestry Appeals Committee.  

We acknowledge that this bill is motivated by a desire to streamline the regulatory 
process for commercial forests. However, we believe that engaging with community in 
a democratic way is much more likely to be effective. We would like to see a complete 
review of the forest policy and the forest service (DAFM). This should include: 

• Focus on improving the quality of licensing decisions by addressing 
longstanding issues within the system, and by correcting issues in forestry 
legislation. 

• The creation of a new forestry programme that recognises community and 
environmental concerns and significantly increases forest cover in an 
appropriate way 

• Reform of the forestry grants system so that it incentivises delivery of a new 
positive forestry model. 

We would also call for rejection of the Mackinnon report. It is the basis for the bill’s 
proposal to introduce fees for forestry appeals. It also contains other deeply 
problematic recommendations which will impact on our most sensitive sites for rare 
and endangered species and habitats. We believe that a collaborative transparent 
approach where education of and communication with community and all those 
interested in forestry decisions will be more effective in achieving better decisions that 
are evidence based and in line with best practice. Specifically we believe: 

• That the concept of ‘relevant persons’ is problematic. Appeal should not be 
limited to people who have a vested interest in the license or site and those 
who have made a submission on the original application. Public 
engagement throughout the process should be encouraged rather than 
limited.  

• Environmental bodies should be able to appeal and there should not be any 
restrictions on their ability to appeal based on their size or length of time in 
existence. Community resilience is essential to combat the challenges we 
are going to face from climate change and biodiversity loss and we will see 



 Kildare Communities 4 Climate action  

  
hopefully many new community environmental groups coming into being. It 
is essential that these groups are not restricted from participating in appeals 
processes that can affect us all. 

• Fees should not be charged for appeals as again this can limit participation. 

• Under the draft bill the quorum for the Forestry Appeals Committee is only 
4 people. We are concerned that this is insufficient and may not guarantee 
adequacy of knowledge and qualifications of those making the decision. 

Lastly due to the importance of the forestry service for our future and the 
difficulties in  balancing the responsibilities of being regulator, promoter, 
developer, funding and governor of the forestry programme we would 
recommend the creation of a separate State Agency (similar to SEAI) to take 
responsibility for forestry promotion, research and development and community 
engagement leaving legislation and regulation to the department.  

 
Yours sincerely 

Fionnuala Corcoran_ 

Fionnuala Corcoran (Member of KC4CA) 

On behalf of Kildare Communities 4 Climate Action 

 

 
 
 



 

• Managed Forestry in Ireland 

 

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest European 

standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and supports 12,000 jobs. 

Oliver Kelly Timber Harvesting LTD is proud to be delivering and growing quality jobs, especially 

in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in size. We provide 7 

full-time jobs including my own family, wife , two sons , in County Tipperary making a significant 

contribution to both direct and indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate climate 

change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with important 

ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also meaningfully 

improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme for 

Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and change. 

We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we note in 

particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives laid out in the 

Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

 

  
 
 
 

 

   

• Current crisis 



 

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point. 

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and issuing 

of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for purpose and 

the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies and procedural 

barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe. 

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of the 

necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with respect to 

jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is resolved. The 

severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-19 is considered 

as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register remain high here in 

County Tipperary. 

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding projects 

appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road building. Since 

the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 projects per month.  At 

the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 months to clear the 

backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is actually far greater than the 

rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever increasing backlog. In one day in 

early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic metres of timber - enough timber to 

build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast majority of appeals are lodged by a 

small handful of individuals and target forest policy generally rather than any specific project. 

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry is 

undermined.   

 

 

• Comments regarding the draft legislation 



Oliver Kelly Timber Harvesting LTD welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its 

implementation with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Oliver Kelly Timber 

Harvesting LTD with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional 

recommendations. 

 

• Head 3: 

 

• Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources should 

be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 days of 

appeals being lodged. 

 

• Head 4: 

 

• Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this would 

negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant in every 

appeal. 

 

• FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions and 

recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without one of 

the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only. 

 

• Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met. 

 

• Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the resources 

at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of the FAC to be 

of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal. 

 

• Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the appropriate 

manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all appeals are decided 

upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged. 

 



• Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should be 

issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe should 

be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted for some 

housing developments. This additional amendment is of fundamental importance 

to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals legislation. 

 

 

 

• Head 5 

 

• Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals is 

welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and brings 

the process in line with other planning requirements. 

 

• Oral Headings: Oliver Kelly Timber Harvesting LTD supports the proposal 

regarding the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing 

is required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long 

and unnecessary delays. 

 

• Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the stated 

powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is welcome. 

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

• National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note of 

the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to support 

national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the employment it 

supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to the national 

economy have been recognised by successive governments. 

 

• Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit. 

 

• Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed to 



ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a mechanism 

to object to national forest policy. 

 

• Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC should 

establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a situation of 

hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new issues. If an appeal 

is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine its backlog of existing 

appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the same decision on appeals 

of exactly the same type and same pertinent factors. 

 

• Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous requirements 

with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an appeal should have 

grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a group of licences. 

Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when lodging the appeal and 

the appellant should be required to state their specific interest in the licence that 

they are appealing. 

 

4. Conclusion 

 

 

 I, Oliver Kelly of Oliver Kelly Timber Harvesting believe that the current situation of 

felling licenses is appaling. I've been in forestry since 1992 and have never seen the 

forestry sector in such disarray and in crisis. 

 I never thought I'd see the day I would have to review letting go of some of my loyal staff 

some of which have been with me since I began contracting in 2001 and truthfully it 

sickens me to the core of potentially downscaling my family business.This is a business 

which has survived one of the biggest recessions in history so far, and during Lockdown 

(Covid-19) has maintained productivity to supply sawmills with essential logs. We have 

always abided by every rule or regulation whether it be Health, Safety , Environment, or 

Financial throughout  our career. 

 The fact felling licenses are being rejected on an unfair system and that the rejector 

does not pay a fee to object or view the property with a qualified engineer is 

unacceptable. 

   Yours, 

 



Oliver Kelly 

Managing Director 

26/8/2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



Gwynedd Shipping Limited 

 

Good afternoon 

 

I am a Director of Gwynedd Shipping Limited that is involved in the haulage of sawn timber 

for Laois Sawmills. 

 

I am concerned at recent reports about the backlogs in the State’s forestry licensing and 

appeals system. This risks pushing the haulage industry into crisis, endangering jobs in our 

industry. This will directly impact on our business and the livelihoods of our 145 direct 

employees and hundreds more within our supply chain across the UK & Ireland. The impact 

of these delays will have a devastating impact across the transport & shipping industry, with 

significant costs to other businesses not involved in this key industry. As a result of a sharp 

contraction in the export of timber from Ireland, importers of essential products will 

unnecessarily shoulder the burden of additional costs for repositioning empty trailers from 

Ireland.  

 

I understand that there are long delays to licences caused by the FAC. At the current run rate 

it will take 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC. It is clear that the FAC 

simply cannot cope with the workload. The changes to the legislation included in the draft 

bill should help this situation providing the FAC is adequately and quickly resourced. It is 

vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose.  

 

In summary I would like my support of the draft legislation to be noted. 

 

Regards 

 

 



Gwynedd Shipping Limited 

 

Good afternoon 

 

I am a Director of Gwynedd Shipping Limited that is involved in the haulage of sawn timber 

for Glennon Brothers Limited. 

 

I am concerned at recent reports about the backlogs in the State’s forestry licensing and 

appeals system. This risks pushing the haulage industry into crisis, endangering jobs in our 

industry. This will directly impact on our business and the livelihoods of our 145 direct 

employees and hundreds more within our supply chain across the UK & Ireland. The impact 

of these delays will have a devastating impact across the transport & shipping industry, with 

significant costs to other businesses not involved in this key industry. As a result of a sharp 

contraction in the export of timber from Ireland, importers of essential products will 

unnecessarily shoulder the burden of additional costs for repositioning empty trailers from 

Ireland.  

 

I understand that there are long delays to licences caused by the FAC. At the current run rate 

it will take 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC. It is clear that the FAC 

simply cannot cope with the workload. The changes to the legislation included in the draft 

bill should help this situation providing the FAC is adequately and quickly resourced. It is 

vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose.  

 

In summary I would like my support of the draft legislation to be noted. 

 

Regards 

  



Gwynedd Shipping Limited 

 

Good afternoon 

 

I am a Director of Gwynedd Shipping Limited that is involved in the haulage of sawn timber 

for Woodfab Timber Limited. 

 

I am concerned at recent reports about the backlogs in the State’s forestry licensing and 

appeals system. This risks pushing the haulage industry into crisis, endangering jobs in our 

industry. This will directly impact on our business and the livelihoods of our 145 direct 

employees and hundreds more within our supply chain across the UK & Ireland. The impact 

of these delays will have a devastating impact across the transport & shipping industry, with 

significant costs to other businesses not involved in this key industry. As a result of a sharp 

contraction in the export of timber from Ireland, importers of essential products will 

unnecessarily shoulder the burden of additional costs for repositioning empty trailers from 

Ireland.  

 

I understand that there are long delays to licences caused by the FAC. At the current run rate 

it will take 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC. It is clear that the FAC 

simply cannot cope with the workload. The changes to the legislation included in the draft 

bill should help this situation providing the FAC is adequately and quickly resourced. It is 

vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose.  

 

In summary I would like my support of the draft legislation to be noted. 

 

Regards 

 



Greenbelt 

 

To whom it concerns: 

It is vital that this bill is passed to create changes. As it is there are unacceptable delays in 

getting: 

Felling Licenses, 

Road approvals  

Afforestation approvals.  

If changes don't occur immediately thousands of jobs in the industry will be lost. These 

includes foresters, sawmill workers,forest nursery workers, harvesting contractors, manual 

forest workers, machine drivers, thousands of administration staff, etc.  

I am a forester. My job is also at stake. Please get this bill passed.  

Yours sincerely  

Greenbelt.  

 



Furlong Transport Ltd 
 
To whom it may concern.  
  
I support the draft Agricultural(Amendment) Appeals Bill 2020. The timber industry is in crisis and 
sawmills will close resulting in thousands of job losses across the sector 



Denis Ryan Plant Hire 

 

Hi , I'm am Damien ryan from Denis ryan plant hire we do raod upgrades etc for coillte we 

have 12 men and 4 women with children and mortgages relying on our employment and the 

work we receive from the forestry sector which is 98% of our work , we completely rely on 

forestry to keep all this people in work and creating local employment for the local economy  

 

 

 

 



BTS. LTD 
 
To whom it may concern, 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

Kind regards, 
BTS. LTD 

 

 

 

 



 

⦁ Managed Forestry in Ireland  
 

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and supports 

12,000 jobs. Oliver Kelly Timber Harvesting LTD is proud to be delivering and growing 

quality jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector 

will double in size. We provide 7 full-time jobs including my own family, wife , two sons , 

in County Tipperary making a significant contribution to both direct and indirect 

employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can 

also meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious 

Programme for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, 

legislation and change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into 

the future and we note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so 

many of the objectives laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green 

jobs.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  ⦁ Current crisis 
 

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  



 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit 

for purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative 

inadequacies and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling 

license approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is 

being starved of the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both 

financially and with respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months 

unless the current impasse is resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even 

further when the impact of Covid-19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and 

the numbers on the Live Register remain high here in County Tipperary. 

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and 

road building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 

25 projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will 

take 16 months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow 

and is actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an 

ever increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 

100,000 cubic metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth 

noting that the vast majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and 

target forest policy generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must 

be taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the 

industry is undermined. 

 

 

 

 

⦁ Comments regarding the draft 

legislation 
Oliver Kelly Timber Harvesting LTD welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its 

implementation with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Oliver Kelly 

Timber Harvesting LTD with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside 

some additional recommendations.  

 

⦁ Head 3: 



 

⦁ Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is welcome. A key 

focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with respect to the timely delivery of decisions 

on appeals. Sufficient resources should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered 

within 60 days of appeals being lodged.  

 

⦁ Head 4: 

 

⦁ Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this would negate current 

difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant in every appeal.  

 

⦁ FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions and recommend 

that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without one of the Chairpersons and be 

compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

⦁ Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is appropriate to the 

level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the statutory timeframe of 2 months to be 

met.  

 

⦁ Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the resources at its disposal 

by the removal of the requirement for a member of the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a 

welcome proposal.  

 

⦁ Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the appropriate manpower to 

clear the backlog and reach a point where all appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal 

being lodged.  

 

⦁ Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should be 

issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe should be put in 

place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted for some housing 

developments. This additional amendment is of fundamental importance to improving 

the effectiveness of the forestry appeals legislation. 

 

 

⦁ Head 5  

 

⦁ Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals is welcome and a 

key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and brings the process in line with other planning 

requirements.  

 

⦁ Oral Headings: Oliver Kelly Timber Harvesting LTD supports the proposal regarding the power 

of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required to determine an appeal. The 

holding of oral hearings has created long and unnecessary delays.  



 

⦁ Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the stated powers to issue 

Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is welcome.  

 

⦁ Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

⦁ National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note of the obligation of 

the licensing system and the process for appeals to support national forestry policy. The importance 

of the forestry sector, the employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution 

to the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

⦁ Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be given powers to 

reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

⦁ Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed to ensure all 

appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a mechanism to object to national forest 

policy.  

 

⦁ Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC should establish a firm 

precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a situation of hearing repeated appeals that are 

generic and raise no new issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the same decision on appeals of 

exactly the same type and same pertinent factors. 

 

⦁ Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous requirements with regard to 

an application to appeal; that is to say that an appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual 

licence rather than a group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when lodging 

the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific interest in the licence that they 

are appealing.  

 

4. Conclusion  
 

 

 I, Jack Kelly an employee of Oliver Kelly Timber Harvesting believe that the current 

situation of felling licenses is appalling. I've been in forestry since I was a child, always 

being around forestry machines at home and being brought to forests and educated by 

my parents who began their contracting venture in 2001 . I really love working in the 

business ever since I started three years ago and have strong ambitions of taking over 

the business with my brother who also is an employee.  Our business is a family 

business with a deep love and care for what we do of satisfying all rules and regulations 



and always doing things the right way without risk to our health, safety or the 

environment regardless of the financial impact.  

 

To be laid off from what I love and hope to make a career of through no fault of my 

parents, or myself but by a lack of work available due to felling licenses being unfairly 

rejected would honestly be crushing as I feel I have really become a key member of staff 

and this will hamper my ambition to take over the business eventually.  

 

As a young person in forestry, I believe it to be ridiculous that someone can object to a 

felling license without : Paying a fee to reject it , viewing it without a qualified engineer 

and talking through , solving the ‘problems’ at hand, and also that they can be from 

another part of the country and object without any knowledge of the area, locals, or the 

forest itself.    

 

My own worst case scenario in our business?  It is potentially costing me losing my 

career, in turn a machine is then idle , which depreciates in value , the cost of having a 

place to store that machine , which in turn causes me to search elsewhere for work 

leaving a negative view on forestry on a young person, which then in turn makes staff 

scarce to get when needed as there is none out there!  

 

This is a personal plea from myself Jack Kelly of Knockperry, Newcastle , County 

Tipperary. I ask to please come to a resolution on this matter without hate or negativity, 

but with peace and a mutual understanding of points of view, 

 

 

Thank you, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

Jack Kelly 
Timber Extractor of Oliver Kelly Timber Harvesting LTD 

26/8/20 
 

 

 



 

 

Oliver Kelly 

Managing Director 

26/8/2020 
 

 



26th August 2020  
  



Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020August 2020  
 

 

1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  
Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Oliver Kelly Timber Harvesting Ltd is proud to be delivering and 

growing quality jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the 

sector will double in size. We provide 740 jobs in County Tipperary making a significant 

contribution to both direct and indirect employment and the local economy.  
  
Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 
  
This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  
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2. Current crisis  
 

At present, the forestry industry is at a crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of 

Covid-19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live 

Register remain high here in Tipperary 

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 
Oliver Kelly Timber Harvesting Ltd welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its 
implementation with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Oliver Kelly Timber 
Harvesting Ltd with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional 
recommendations.  

 
● Head 3: 

 
o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 
respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 
should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 
days of appeals being lodged.  
 

● Head 4: 
 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 
would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 
in every appeal.  
 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 
and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 
one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 
o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 
statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 
o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 
the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 
o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 
appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 
o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 
should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 
for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 
fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 
legislation. 
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o  

● Head 5  
 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 
is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 
brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  
 

o Oral Headings: Oliver Kelly Timber Harvesting Ltd supports the proposal 
regarding the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral 
hearing is required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has 
created long and unnecessary delays.  
 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 
stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 
welcome.  

 

● Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 
 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 
of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 
support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 
employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 
the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  
 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 
given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  
 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 
to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 
mechanism to object to national forest policy.  
 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 
should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 
situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 
issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 
its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 
same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 
factors. 
 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 
requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 
appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 
group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 
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lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 
interest in the licence that they are appealing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Conclusion  
 

My name is David Kelly and I am writing on behalf of Oliver Kelly Timber Harvesting Ltd. I have been 

operating a forwarder for my Father, Oliver Kelly, over the last two and a half years. Working in and 

continuing to grow our family’s business brings me immense joy. I hope to study forestry in college, I 

am excited at the prospect of this as I will have gained the skills and knowledge to grow our family 

business efficiently and sustainably.  

However, in light of the recent crisis, My future in our industry is in jeopardy. Our growing industry 

may soon be brought to its knees, an industry that generates €2.3 billion in revenue and gives 

employment to 12,000 people. Action must be taken immediately to prevent this spiralling even 

more out of control. 

 

David Kelly 
26/08/2020 
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Brophy Timber Services Ltd 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

Kind Regards, 
Brophy Timber Services LTD  
 
 



Hegarty Forestry Services   
 
 
Hi,  
I am operating as a sole trader in the forestry sector. I have been trying to keep my business going 
for many years now and for the most part things have been good but this current slow down in the 
industry is having a serious impact on my business i have had to let go employees and discontinue 
collaborations with other contractors in order to keep my head above water, I don't know where to 
go from here. I feel like a fantastic industry which provides for so many friends and family members 
and local people in my community and all around rural Ireland is being left hanging in the balance for 
reasons which make sense. Already the damage is being done and will continue to be done to the 
sector with all this objection, my only hope is that when the dust settles on this current crisis there 
will still be some of us left to carry out good, honest, work which meets the required standard. 
Regards,  
Hegarty Forestry Services . 
 



The Forestry Company 

 

To whom it may concern, 

I work as an operations administrator in The Forestry Company. Our head office is based in 

Cork and we have foresters all around the country.  

I wish to express my support of the proposed changes in the FAC Bill. 

The Forestry Industry is in crisis. The long delays to issuing licences due to the Forestry 

Appeals Committee (FAC) has caused significant difficulties and endangers my own job, 

those of our contractors and many more within rural Ireland.  

At the present rate at which appeals are being processed it will take 15 months to clear the 

backlog and the rate of new appeals continues to grow. It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forestry policy 

generally rather than any specific projects. 

This issue is severely hindering forestry activity, an industry that is fast growing which 

provides rural jobs, contributes to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation, produces 

technologically advanced timber and biofuel products, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to 

the Irish economy and supports 12,000 jobs.  

It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. 

The passing of the FAC Bill is critical for the survival of my job, and the survival of the 

Forestry Industry as a whole.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

The Forestry Company, 



CELT (Centre for Environmental Living & Training)  make the following submission regarding 

the Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 : 

  

The bill proposes to:  

• Limit which individuals, groups and bodies are entitled to appeal.  

• Give the Minister powers to:  

o Introduce fees for making an appeal on forestry licences; 

 o Specify a whole range of additional criteria to qualify as an environmental  

group, creating more obstacles to the right of appeal for small local groups and eNGOs.  

• Enable the Minister issue directions to the Forestry Appeals Committee, raising issues about its 

independence. It also changes how it operates, and reduces oversight by its chair.    

The draft legislation follows on from the 2019 McKenna Report which states that the opportunities 

that people have to comment and object to forestry proposals represents ‘a barrier to efficient 

decision-making’ and has ‘created further delays with significant administrative costs’ so the case for 

a fee is ‘unarguable’.   

The bill is contrary to : 

·         The 2003 EU Directive on public participation which says that participation should be 

‘fostered’. 

·         The  Aarhus Convention ratified by Ireland in 2012 which seeks to ‘guarantee rights of public 

participation in decision-making in environmental matters in order to contribute to the protection of 

the right to live in an environment which is adequate for personal health and well-being.’ 

·         The 2013 United Nations Sustainable Development Goals[SDG] which requires Ireland to 

‘Protect, Restore and Promote Sustainable Use of Terrestrial Ecosystems, Sustainably Manage 

Forests, Combat Desertification, and Halt and Reverse Land Degradation and Halt Biodiversity Loss’ 

and which is the basis of the current EU Green Deal. 

Conclusion 

The proposed legislation goes against public rights and international efforts to address sustainable 

forest management and biodiversity loss and is therefore unacceptable and must be abandoned. 

We call for Minister Hackett to: 

- Abandon her proposed bill which limits appeals and impacts on the independence of the Forestry 

Appeals Committee.  

• Prioritise a focus on improving the quality of licensing decisions by addressing longstanding issues 

within the system, and by correcting issues in forestry legislation.  

• Put the creation of a new forestry programme front and centre and ensure that it recognises 

community and environmental concerns  

• Reform the forestry grants system so that it incentivises delivery of a new positive forestry model 

that addresses climate change and biodiversity loss.  



• Reject the Mackinnon report. It is the basis for the bill’s proposal to introduce fees for forestry 

appeals. It also contains other deeply problematic recommendations which will impact on our most 

sensitive sites for rare and endangered species and habitats.    

 



Irish Wood Producers 

 

To Whom it may concern, 

 

We are a not for profit producer group for private forest owners in the South East.  

 

Our members are very diligent when it comes to the management of their forestry. They 

consider themselves stewards of the land, usually following many generations, feeling a huge 

responsibility to continue to care for their land.  

 

Some have planted over generations and others are only new to forestry. Most have both 

softwoods and hardwoods planted, all with wildlife corridors, buffer zones and all acutely 

aware of site sensitivities going back generations.  

 

Motivation to plant trees includes: sustainable land management, creating a sustainable 

legacy, creating a habitat, contributing to carbon sequestration, growing an amenity and 

finding an alternative, sustainable and viable crop. Some members are involved in wildlife 

rehabilitation, create pond areas, erect nesting boxes, host heritage walks and see their 

forestry as a multi-function resource. 

 

Forest management wise, all members not only comply with all statutory obligations but 

show much greater interest and care for all activities on site than is required. Contractors 

must meet the high expectations of each forest owner often with extra requests on site 

management. 

 

Currently, forest owners’ efforts to manage their forestry in a timely and sustainable manner 

is being thwarted. In the name of ‘environmental interest’ broadleaf afforestation sites and 

conifer clearfells to be followed by broadleaf reforestation have been ironically prevented. 

Yet nationally and globally we need more planting of the right tree species on the right sites 

to slow climate change, to sequester carbon, to replace diminished habitat, to supply local 

timber and to provide multifunctional resources for mental and physical well-being. 

 

Irish Wood Producers would like to strongly support the Forest service and the Department of 

Agriculture in their efforts to support the development of forestry in Ireland and particularly 

the implementation of the Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020.  

 
Yours faithfully, 
 

Irish Wood Producers |  

 
 

  

 



A&F Tree Services Ltd 

 

To whom it may concern  

SUBMISSION FROM: A&F TREE SERVICES LTD. 
 

We are pleased to be involved in Forestry in County Cork. We chose the sector because it is 

the only primary industry which sinks carbon. We are Harvesting contractors in a long term 

contract for Coillte. 

 

We provide 4 jobs in County Cork. Commercial Forestry does provide biodiverse habitats 

and helps flood protection. 

 

 

The Forestry Industry in Ireland is now near collapse due to lack of felling licences. When 

the felling licence application procedure was overhauled in 2019, it introduced huge 

administrative delays. 

 

The whole forestry sector is close to coming to a standstill. I understand that forest 

establishment is facing similar problems to that of harvesting and milling.  

 

I understand that much of the problems are being caused by the Forestry Appeals Committee. 

I small number of individuals are objecting to licencing all across the county. I understand 

that this is some kind of protest or an objection to commercial forestry in general rather than 

specific issues relating to the felling licence being objected to. This is shown as they don’t 

always check the felling licence they are objecting to. I know of a case where the main 

objector, objected to a planting application in Skibbereen. The application was for mixed 

native woodland, exactly the planting they want, but they still objected to it. When the 

forester over the planting rang the objector and pointed that out, the objection was removed. 

 

If things continue as they are, licence objections are going to have a significant negative 

environmental impact, as huge amounts of round and sawn timber will be imported into 

Ireland, rather than grown and processed in Ireland.  

 

We as a very small company invested heavily in forestry equipment knowing we had 

guaranteed work form a Coillte long term contract. Now because of the lack of felling 

licences, we are being told we might be out of work before the end of the year.  

 

Comments regarding the draft legislation 

A&F Tree Serivces welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 

additional elements. Outlined below is the views of A&F Tree Services with respect to 

specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 



respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of the 

FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the appropriate 

manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all appeals are decided 

upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should be 

issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of fundamental 

importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals legislation. 

 

 

 

• Head 5  

 



o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: A&F Tree Services supports the proposal regarding the 

power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required 

to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the stated 

powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to support 

national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed to 

ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC should 

establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a situation 

of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new issues. If an 

appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine its backlog of 

existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the same decision on 

appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 



group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  

 

 



Woodfab Timber Limited  

 

To Whom it may concern 

 

I am an employee of Woodfab Timber Limited and welcome the draft legislation and 

encourage its implementation. 

 

I have worked in the timber industry for over 40 years and would like to continue my career 

in this industry. I am very concerned about my job and the jobs of my colleagues. 

 

I understand from management that we have no commitment of supply from late 2020. They 

have received assurance after assurance that there will be an increase in the number of felling 

licences granted by the Department but to date we are not seeing any increase in log supply. 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously disrupted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers. We believe that these issues can be addressed and solutions 

identified but action must be taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the 

true potential of the industry undermined.  

 

I am aware of the long delays to licences caused by the FAC. At the current run rate it will 

take at least 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC and the number of 

appeals is increasing! The FAC in its current format simply cannot cope with the workload. 

The changes to the legislation should help this situation. The delays are hindering forestry 

activity and damaging the industry. It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for 

purpose and to secure our jobs and the industry going forward.  

 

 

Kind regards 

 

Woodfab Timber Limited  

 



Woodfab Timber Limited 
 
Good Morning 
 
I am an employee of Woodfab Timber Limited and welcome the draft legislation 
and encourage its implementation. 
 
I have worked in the timber industry for over 5 years and would like to 
continue my career in this industry. I have a young family to support and a 
good job in my local rural area. 
 
I understand from management that we have no commitment of supply from late 
2020.  They have received assurance after assurance that there will be an 
increase in the number of felling licences granted by the Department but to 
date we are not seeing any increase in log supply.  Since the introduction of 
new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and issuing of 
forestry licences have been seriously disrupted. The current system is not fit 
for purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by 
administrative inadequacies and procedural barriers.  We believe that these 
issues can be addressed and solutions identified but action must be taken now 
before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the 
industry undermined. 
 
I am aware of the long delays to licences caused by the FAC.  At the current 
run rate it will take at least 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with 
the FAC and the number of appeals is increasing!  The FAC in its current 
format simply cannot cope with the workload.  The changes to the legislation 
should help this situation.   The delays are hindering forestry activity and 
damaging the industry.   It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit 
for purpose and to secure our jobs and the industry going forward. 
 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
Woodfab Timber Limited 

 

 



Energy Elephant 

 

Hi there,  

 

I'm glad to see some focus on forestry in ireland, however I have some concerns about this 

current BIll as proposed. 

 

It limits that relevant persons who can appeal against a forestry permission, and 

seems to exclude many people who may have a legitimate interest in the local(and broader) 

environment and changes to same.. The entire ecosystem is inter-connected & inter-

dependent, and should not be treated as isolated pockets of forestry.. as this bill seems to do. 

 

Adding fees of an arbitrary amount seems to be intended to discourage  

appeals, and can easily be misused to make appeals excessively costly.. 

 

Regards, 

 



GP Wood 

 

Dear Sir /Madame, 

 

As an employee of a timber processing facility in Ireland I am very concerned with the 

current state of the forestry industry due to the long delays in processing licences caused by 

the FAC. 

 

Ours is a family business that employees hundreds of highly skilled workers in the Mid / 

West Cork region. This business has been here since 1977 and is now under serious treat due 

to issues that have befalling us due to felling licences. 

 

It is clear that the FAC cannot cope with the workload in relation to processing applications 

and dealing with objections, this fact is now having a very real and detrimental effect on our 

industry. 

 

Over the past 5 years alone, GP Wood has invested approx. €40m in our processing facilities 

to bring them up to the latest standards and ensure the long-term future of the business. It’s 

incredible now that we are faced with the very real prospect of having to close these facilities 

due to a lack of raw material.  

 

The current situation is putting many thousands of people’s livelihoods at risk. People will 

lose their jobs if this issue is not dealt with, I cannot overstate the anxiety felt within the 

forestry sector at present due to this issue. 

 

It is absolutely vital now that the FAC is reformed in order to make it fit for purpose and I 

fully support the changes. 

 

Yours Faithfully, 

 

 

GP Wood. 

 



Gwynedd Shipping Limited 

 

Good Morning 

 

I am an Employee of Gwynedd Shipping Limited that is involved in the haulage of sawn 

timber for Woodfab Timber Limited. 

 

I am concerned at recent reports about the backlogs in the State’s forestry licensing and 

appeals system. This risks pushing the haulage industry into crisis, endangering jobs in our 

industry. This will directly impact on our business and the livelihoods of our 145 direct 

employees and hundreds more within our supply chain across the UK & Ireland. The impact 

of these delays will have a devastating impact across the transport & shipping industry, with 

significant costs to other businesses not involved in this key industry. As a result of a sharp 

contraction in the export of timber from Ireland, importers of essential products will 

unnecessarily shoulder the burden of additional costs for repositioning empty trailers from 

Ireland.  

 

I understand that there are long delays to licences caused by the FAC. At the current run rate 

it will take 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC. It is clear that the FAC 

simply cannot cope with the workload. The changes to the legislation included in the draft 

bill should help this situation providing the FAC is adequately and quickly resourced. It is 

vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose.  

 

In summary I would like my support of the draft legislation to be noted. 

 



Woodpecker Shavings 
 
Good afternoon 
We are Directors of Woodpecker Shavings that is involved in the haulage of sawn timber for 
Woodfab Timber Limited. 
I am concerned at recent reports about the backlogs in the State’s forestry licensing and appeals 
system. This risks pushing the haulage industry into crisis, endangering jobs in our industry. This will 
directly impact on our business and the livelihoods of our five employees. 
I understand that there are long delays to licences caused by the FAC. At the current run rate it will 
take 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC. It is clear that the FAC simply cannot 
cope with the workload. The changes to the legislation included in the draft bill should help this 
situation providing the FAC is adequately and quickly resourced. It is vital that the FAC is reformed to 
make it fit for purpose.  
In summary I would like my support of the draft legislation to be noted. 
 
 

 



Glennon Brothers 

 

To Whom it may concern, 

 

My name is Giovanni Valente, I work for Glennon 

Brothers, as sawmill based in Fermoy and I support the 

proposed changes in the “Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020” due to the 

following reasons;- 

 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 

• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 

• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

• People livelihoods are at stake here. 
 
 

 



 

Glennon Brothers 

 

 
 

Hi my name is Paul Treacy and I work in Glennon Brothers. I am very interested in 

supporting the proposed changes as my livelyhood depends on it. I have a family of four and 

we need action now so my job is safe. I support this for the following reasons: 

 

 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 

• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 

• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

• People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 

 



Glennon Brothers 

 

 

Hi Dear,  

 

I hope you are well, I am working on the Forest industry 

and my job is depending on the new legislation as the 

same as the thousand of families in Ireland, so please change the legislation and let us support 

the economy in Ireland. 

 

 

So please support our sector.  

 

 



Woodfab Timber Limited 

 

Good Morning 

 

I am an employee of Woodfab Timber Limited and welcome the draft legislation and 

encourage its implementation. 

 

I have worked in the timber industry for over 30 years and would like to continue my career 

in this industry. I have a family to support and a good job in my local rural area. My father 

also worked in the timber industry for his full working career up to his retirement.  

 

I understand from management that we have no commitment of supply from late 2020. They 

have received assurance after assurance that there will be an increase in the number of felling 

licences granted by the Department but to date we are not seeing any increase in log supply. 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously disrupted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers. We believe that these issues can be addressed and solutions 

identified but action must be taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the 

true potential of the industry undermined.  

 

I am aware of the long delays to licences caused by the FAC. At the current run rate it will 

take at least 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC and the number of 

appeals is increasing! The FAC in its current format simply cannot cope with the workload. 

The changes to the legislation should help this situation. The delays are hindering forestry 

activity and damaging the industry. It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for 

purpose and to secure our jobs and the industry going forward.  

 

 

 



Woodfab Timber Limited 

 

Good morning 

 

I am an employee of Woodfab Timber Limited and welcome the draft legislation and 

encourage its implementation. 

 

I had read countless articles in the media over the last number of months about the shortage 

of timber and job losses due to this. However, I am seeing the slowdown in intake first hand.  

 

I understand from management that we have no commitment of supply from late 2020. They 

have received assurance after assurance that there will be an increase in the number of felling 

licences granted by the Department but to date we are not seeing any increase in log supply. 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously disrupted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers. We believe that these issues can be addressed and solutions 

identified but action must be taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the 

true potential of the industry undermined.  

 

There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC. At the current run rate it will take 18 

months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC. The FAC simply cannot cope with the 

workload. The changes to the legislation should help this situation providing the FAC is 

adequately and quickly resourced. These delays are hindering forestry activity and damaging 

the industry. It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose.  

 



Murray Timber Group 

To whom this concerns, 

 

I write to say I am in full support of the Foresty Bill 2020. 

 

I work purchasing loges for Murray Timber Group, one of Irelands leading sawmills. We 

have seen first-hand a massive drop off in volume being made available to our sawmill and in 

fact the whole sawmilling sector. This is due to the fact that there is a long delay on most 

felling licence applications being issued. There is an excessive amount of work been put on 

the FAC and it appears that they cannot cope with this work load.  

 

The forestry industry cannon stay going the way it is. Sawmills, forest contractors, hauliers, 

and private forestry companies are under extreme stress with the amount of uncertainty out 

there at the moment and some companies have already stated to downscale. If the 2020 

forestry bill is not passed then the forestry is looking at huge unemployment and a massive 

loss of turnover to our economy.  

 

Forestry has always battled away through hard times. For example in 2008 when Irelands 

economy crashed in Ireland our sawmilling sector found sale for sawn timber overseas and 

this kept the forestry industry going. Now we face massive challenges ahead under the 

current pandemic Covid 19. Timber cannot be halted during these times. Along with our own 

forestry industry, this will effect building, transport and energy sectors, so now more than 

ever we need to stay going.  

 

Kind Regards, 

 

Murray Timber Group 

 



Glennon Brothers 

 
 

Hello,  

 

I hope you are well, I am working on the Forest industry and my job is depending on the new 

legislation as the same as thousands of families in Ireland, so please change the legislation 

and let us support the economy in Ireland. 

 

 

So please support our sector.  

 

 



OTS Shipping Services ltd 
 

To whom it may concern 

 

I am writing in support of the upcoming, 'Forestry Bill 2020' - without the passing of this Bill, 

an essential industry, livelihoods, and companies who have been in existence for many years 

are under a very real threat. It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

Having worked within the import/ export side of the sawmilling sector for over 40 years I can 

attest to the importance of this industry, not only to my own livelihood but also that of my 

employees, suppliers, and a large cohort of wider stakeholders. Without the passing of this 

bill, this industry is under real threat of extinction. 

 

I would implore the Department to take a holistic and real-life view of the dire impact that 

will result in this essential industry should the Forestry bill 2020' fail to pass.  

 

 
Regards, 
  
OTS Shipping Services ltd.  
 

 



Glennon Brothers 

 
Dear Sir, 

 

I support this bill as I work in forest industry and need my job. 

 

 

 



 

Woodfab Timber Limited 

 

Good Morning 

 

I am an employee of Woodfab Timber Limited and welcome the draft legislation and 

encourage its implementation. 

 

I have worked in the timber industry for 7 years and would like to continue my career in this 

industry.  

 

I understand from management that we have no commitment of supply from late 2020. They 

have received assurance after assurance that there will be an increase in the number of felling 

licences granted by the Department but to date we are not seeing any increase in log supply. 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously disrupted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers. We believe that these issues can be addressed and solutions 

identified but action must be taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the 

true potential of the industry undermined.  

 

I am aware of the long delays to licences caused by the FAC. At the current run rate it will 

take at least 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC and the number of 

appeals is increasing! The FAC in its current format simply cannot cope with the workload. 

The changes to the legislation should help this situation. The delays are hindering forestry 

activity and damaging the industry. It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for 

purpose and to secure our jobs and the industry going forward.  

 



 

Murray Timber Group 

 

To whom it may concern 

 

I support the proposed changes to the legislation. There are long delays to licences caused by 

the FAC. The FAC cannot cope with its workload and this is hindering forestry activity and 

damaging the industry. It is vital that FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. People’s 

livelihoods, mine included are at stake here.  

 

 

Best Regards 

 

 

Murray Timber Group 



 

Murray Timber Group 

 

Dear Sir / Madam 

I am writing to you in relation to the proposed changes to FAC Legislation. 

I support the proposed changes to the legislation. There are long delays to licences caused by 

the FAC. The FAC cannot cope with its workload and this is hindering forestry activity and 

damaging the industry. It is vital that FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. People’s 

livelihoods, mine included are at stake here.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Murray Timber Group 

 



Clondalkin Builders Providers 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 

 

 

Proposals 

 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought to 

market, until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if 

required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” have 

a right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in the forestry 

application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  

4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 

5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals in a 

timely and fair manner. 

6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord 

Pleanála. 

 

 

This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  

Bad for jobs 

Bad for rural Ireland 

Bad for exports 

Bad for business 

Bad for our carbon footprint 

Bad for the public purse 

Bad for building 

Bad for renovating 

Bad for retrofitting 

Bad for the environment 

You have to ask -Who is this good for?  

 

Kind Regards, 
 

 

Clondalkin Builders Providers 
 



Forestry Services Limited 

 

I fully support the amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 to align the forestry 

licencing and appeals processes with similar planning processes. The industry is coming to a 

standstill and we need to keep jobs active. We have numerpus applications held up with the 

process and are spending more and more time chasing them and getting nowhere. Something 

needs to change.  

 

Regards, 

 

Forestry Services Limited 



Murray Timber Group 

 

Dear Sir / Madam 

 

I am writing to you in relation to the proposed changes to FAC Legislation. 

I support the proposed changes to the legislation. There are long delays to licences caused by 

the FAC. The FAC cannot cope with its workload and this is hindering forestry activity and 

damaging the industry.  

 

It is vital that FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. People’s livelihoods, mine included 

are at stake here.  

 
 

 



Clondalkin Builders Providers 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 

 

 

Proposals 

 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought to 

market, until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if 

required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” have 

a right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in the forestry 

application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  

4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 

5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals in a 

timely and fair manner. 

6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord 

Pleanála. 

 

 

This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  

Bad for jobs 

Bad for rural Ireland 

Bad for exports 

Bad for business 

Bad for our carbon footprint 

Bad for the public purse 

Bad for building 

Bad for renovating 

Bad for retrofitting 

Bad for the environment 

You have to ask -Who is this good for?  

 
 

 



ECC Timber Products 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

I just have a few simple facts: 

 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the 

Forestry Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 

3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 

4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 

5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 

 

 

Regards, 

 

 

 
 

 



Murray Timber Group 

 

To Who it may Concern: 
 

I am writing to you in relation on the proposed changes to FAC Legislation. 

 

I support the proposed changes to the legislation. There is long delay to felling licences 

caused by the FAC. It is vital that FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. My livelihood 

and that of my work colleagues are at stake. 

 



ECC Timber Products 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

I just a have a few simple facts: 

 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the 

Forestry Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the current workload. 

3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 

4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 

5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here in the industry and also in the 

surrounding community 

 

 

Regards 

 

 

 
 



Murray Timber Group 

 

To whom it may concern 

I writing in relation to the proposed changes to FAC legislation. 

 

I support the proposed changes to the legislation. There are long delays to licences caused by 

the FAC. The FAC cannot cope with its workload and this is hindering forestry activity and 

damaging the industry. It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. People’s 

livelihoods, mine included are at stake here. 

 



Murray Timber Group 

 

Good morning 

 

I have been employed in the sawmill industry for over 30 years. 

 

I have witnessed the massive growth in the sector during that period. 

 

It is now facing a major crisis due to the long delays securing new felling licences, 

which is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry. 

 

The sawmill sector faces closures if the Forestry Bill is not passed. 

 

I fully support the Forestry Bill 2020 . 

 



Murray Timber Group 

 

Dear Sir / Madam 

I am writing to you in relation to the proposed changes to FAC Legislation. 

I support the proposed changes to the legislation. There are long delays to licences caused by 

the FAC. The FAC cannot cope with its workload and this is hindering forestry activity and 

damaging the industry. It is vital that FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. People’s 

livelihoods, mine included are at stake here. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Murray Timber group employee 

 



GP Wood 

 

To Whom it concerns  

 

I support the Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 

 

My reasoning being 

 
There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 

The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 

It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

People livelihoods are at stake here, as forestry is predominately based in rural Ireland , this 

is vital for employment, in areas where it is needed. 

 

 

 



Pat O’Donnell & Co 

 

Good Morning, 

 

I am an equipment specialist for Pat O’Donnell and Company that is involved in the sale of 

equipment to Woodfab Timber Limited, Murray Timber, GP Wood, ECC, PDM, 

Glennon Bros and many other companies involved Ireland’s timber industry. 

 

I am concerned at recent reports about the backlogs in the State’s forestry licensing and 

appeals system. This will directly impact on our business and the livelihoods of our 

employees which has already been seriously affected by Covid-19. 

 

I understand that there are long delays to licences caused by the FAC. At the current run rate 

it will take 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC. It is clear that the FAC 

simply cannot cope with the workload. The changes to the legislation included in the draft 

bill should help this situation providing the FAC is adequately and quickly resourced. It is 

vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose.  

 

In summary I would like my support of the draft legislation to be noted. 

 

 

 



Montgomery Transport 

 

Good afternoon 

I am an employee of Montgomery Transport that is involved in the haulage of sawn timber 

for Woodfab Timber Limited. 

I am concerned at recent reports about the backlogs in the State’s forestry licensing and 

appeals system. This risks pushing the haulage industry into crisis, endangering jobs in our 

industry. This will directly impact on our business and the livelihoods of our 500 employees. 

I understand that there are long delays to licences caused by the FAC. At the current run rate 

it will take 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC. It is clear that the FAC 

simply cannot cope with the workload. The changes to the legislation included in the draft 

bill should help this situation providing the FAC is adequately and quickly resourced. It is 

vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose.  

In summary I would like my support of the draft legislation to be noted. 

Regards 

 
     

 

 
  

 
 

 Montgomery Transport Group  

 



Save West Cavan group 
 
A chara 
 
We just want to register our objection to the proposed forestry bill which 
would appear to be aiming to curtail the rights of concerned and affected 
families to appeal on forestry planting & harvest applications. The idea of 
putting a charge on appealing while not putting a charge on applications is at 
variance with good practice & any charge on appealing on environmental grounds 
will ultimately be found in contravention of EU law. The idea of removing the 
right to oral hearing is anti democratic & will have consequences for other 
Departments where oral hearings are also available. It is worth noting that 
Save West Cavan group have appealed decisions affecting the west Cavan area & 
this s result of 6000 hectares of planting in an area with 3 SAC ‘s and a 
UNESCO Geopark & yet there never was seen a need for an Environmental Impact 
Assessment. We have some DED’s with 30% afforestation & no one prior to our 
establishment consideration the cumulative affects on either environment or 
community. 
We feel this bill is ill considered when full reform of forestry is required. 
The Save West Cavan group are available should the minister choose to have 
further engagement on this issue. 
 
Mise le meas 
 
Francis Cassidy on behalf of committee members Save West Cavan 

 



Euroforest Ireland 

 

To Whom it may concern, 

I fully support the amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 to align the forestry 

licencing and appeals processes with similar planning processes. 

The current licencing situation in the forestry industry at the moment is having a serious 

impact on my job and leaving me with an uncertain future in this industry. This is being 

caused by serial appealers who are putting the industry in crisis and peoples jobs at risk.  

Regards, 

 

Euroforest Ireland.  

 



Murray Timber Group 

 

Dear Sir / Madam 
I am writing to you in relation to the proposed changes to FAC Legislation. 

I support the proposed changes to the legislation. There are long delays to licences caused by 

the FAC. The FAC cannot cope with its workload and this is hindering forestry activity and 

damaging the industry. It is vital that FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. People’s 

livelihoods, mine included are at stake here 



Arbor 

 

To Whom it may concern,  

I welcome the upcoming bill and look forward to it having a positive impact on the forestry 

sector. I am 30 years old and have being working in the industry for 8 years. I have no other 

qualifications and rely on the forestry sector heavily as my family and I are dependant on it. 

In recent times due to the lack of felling licences and a lengthy appeals process I find myself 

struggling to maintain a steady work load in order to secure my Job. If vital legislation isn’t 

implemented soon I fear I will be left redundant. I plead with those responsible to act in a 

swift and fair manner in order to ensure that a once thriving industry can get back on its feet 

soon.  

 

 

Regards  

 

 



ECC Timber Products  

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

I just a have a few simple facts: 

 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the 

Forestry Appeals committee (FAC),this is putting pressure on processors to get 

supplies. 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 

3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 

4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 

5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 

Kind regard 

 

ECC Timber products  

 
____________________________________________________ 
 



ECC Timber Products 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 
 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; Thousands of Peoples livelihoods are at stake here. 

 
Kind regards, 
ECC Timber Products 
 



Greenbelt Ltd 
 
To Whom it may concern, 
 
I support the amendment to the Forestry appeals act. 
 
In requires amendment because the current legislation is not being used correctly nor fairly. 
 
 



GP Wood 
 
A Chara  

I would like to express my support of the Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020. 
I’m a qualified Environmental Scientist from the University of Limerick and following 8 years 
working as an Environmental Consultant I moved into the forestry sector and have worked 
in that sector for the last 15 years. I’m very proud to work in this sector and am a strong 
believer in the critical role the industry plays in the Ireland’s Climate Action Plan.  

“It is well known that forests play a key role in our battle against climate change; storing 
carbon while sucking in carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and locking it into their 
biomass” – Sir David Attenborough UN Environment Programme.  

I’m acutely aware of the requirement for the proposed changes to the current appeals 
process. Currently the situation is not sustainable.  

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 
• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 
• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 
• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

 
This is a very critical decision as a thriving forestry industry is Ireland’s biggest tool to 
combat climate change. It is also very clear to me that peoples livelihoods are in jeopardy 
given the current situation. .  
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
 
 



Forestry Services 

 

I am supporting the Forestry Bill 2020 

 

 



Abbeylawn Garden Products Ltd 

Good afternoon 

I am a director of Abbeylawn Garden Products Ltd that is involved in the haulage of sawn 
timber for Woodfab Timber Limited. 

I am concerned about recent reports about the backlogs in the State’s forestry licensing and 
appeals system. This risks pushing the haulage industry into crisis, endangering jobs in our 
industry. This will directly impact on our business and the livelihoods of our 15 employees. 

I understand that there are long delays to licences caused by the FAC. At the current run 
rate it will take 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC. It is clear that the 
FAC simply cannot cope with the workload. The changes to the legislation included in the 
draft bill should help this situation providing the FAC is adequately and quickly resourced. It 
is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose.  

In summary I would like my support of the draft legislation to be noted. 

Regards 

Abbeylawn Garden Products,  
 



Duggan Allied Steel Ltd 
 
To whom it may concern,  
 
I write this short email to express my support for the upcoming Forestry Bill 2020. 
 
The livelihoods of friends & family, along with thousands others employed within the 
industry, are entirely dependant on it. Furthermore the knock-on effect is threatening the 
supply of a vital house building material as well as many more jobs in construction if the 
supply dries up. For Ireland to import a material that we already produce would be 
ludicrous.  
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Duggan Allied Steel Ltd 



Norvale Transport  

 

To whom it may concern, 

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the 
Forestry Appeals committee (FAC).  

2. We are experiencing severe delays within our industry due to the lengthy appeals 
process.  

3. Due to the delays our work has slowed significantly and it will continue to slow in the 
very near future with the threat of it ceasing completely in the next few months.  

4. The current FAC process is not fit for purpose and I fully support the Agricultural 
Appeals (Amendment) Bill.  

5. If this process is not changed our livelihoods and employees' livelihoods will be 
impacted and we will be unable to keep our 6 employees in a job. In a climate where 
unemployment is rising and there is a lot of uncertainty in large industries in the 
country, it's critical that we protect,and ensure the survival, of our own industry. 
Forestry actively contributes to climate action, and the production of biofuel 
products. As a whole, it supports over 12,000 jobs in the country and as such is a 
critical home grown industry that needs to be protected and supported.  

Kind regards, 
Norevale Transport  
 



ECC Timber 
 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 
 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 
 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple, people’s livelihoods are at stake here. 

 
Kind Regards, 
 
 
 



 
 GP Wood 
 
I support the bill as my livelihood is at stake here 
 
GP Wood 
 



Greenbelt Ltd 
 
To whom it may concern 
 
I am writing this email to show my full support for the amendment to the Forestry Appeals 
Act. 
 
Thousands of rural jobs are on the line due to the long delays within the licensing process 
caused by FAC. 
 
The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
 
This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry. 
 
It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. 
 
I am working in the forestry industry for close to 20 years and livelihoods are at stake here. 
 
 
 
 
 
Best Regards  
 
Green Belt Ltd 
 



 
SWS Forestry 
 
Good morning, 
 
I am writing to you to stress the necessity for an immediate change in the appeals process and a 
beefing up of the FAC resources.  
 
We have numerous afforestation and thinning sites at present where we have invested in NIS and 
waited for over 18 months to secure our licence and now we are finding the most of them going into 
appeals.  
 
We have done everything which was expected of us, sold the concept to the client, consulted with 
the department inspectorate and others, paid for NIS to be undertaken and when the approval 
issued we have to deal with the appeals procedure which is outside our control . This appeal process 
is not fit for purpose and needs to change immediately to allow the industry to stay afloat. We are 
presently trying to secure an autumn planting programme after a disastrous spring programme. The 
figures and the plant sales speak for themselves.  
 
We have felling licences held up for over 18 months and now we feel that by the time the licence is 
granted these plantations will be gone beyond the safe thinning time and the recommended critical 
top height to try and prevent windblow.  
Who will compensate the forest owners for these injustices.?  
 
This FAC appeal process is absurd and not fit for purposes. We have 2 cases this morning, one from 
the serial objector and the other from a neighbour whom does not want to see the land planted, 
both of these cases will now wait for months if not years for a decision from FAC. Will the landowner 
be still interested????  
 
We need change, we need reform and we need it now.  
Please do not what has been done in the past, drag reform out for months and years, we will not 
survive that long , we are hanging on with our finger tips, our existence is in your hands please do 
not let us fall and fail.  
 
 
 



 GP Wood 

 

I support the bill as my job depends on it 



Eldron Logs Ltd 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I Gearoid Sheridan am writing this to express my huge concern in changes needed to be 
made in FAC. 
 
I'm a director of a timber harvesting company Eldron logs Ltd, which is under huge pressure 
due to the long delays in felling licences, leaving the company with no work, caused by FAC. 
 
It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose as my, my family and alot of 
other people's livelihoods are at stake here. 
 
 
 



 GP Wood 
 
To Whom it may concern, 
 
The purpose of this email is to express my support for the new FAC legislation, 
 
As someone who is directly employed within the industry, it is essential that this legislation is passed 
for the survival of the industry in the short, medium and long-term, 
 
The existing practice relating to log felling licences, if not changed, will ultimately bring the industry 
to a complete standstill, with the ultimate consequence being of widespread unemployment,  
 
This is due to the following; 
 

• There are long delays in granting licences caused by the FAC, 
• The FAC cannot cope with the workload involved, 
• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 
• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 
• People livelihoods are at stake here if the proposed legislation is not enacted 

 
At a time when our economy continues to face much uncertainty due to the challenges being 
presented by Covid-19 and Brexit, surely it is essential that we take action that is within our control 
to ensure the survival of the timber production industry, which after-all, was deemed part of the 
“essential services” identified at the outset of Covid-19.  
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
GP Wood Ltd, 
 



 

Greenbelt Ltd 

To Whom it may concern, 
 
I, Cillian Barrett, fully support the  amendment to the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 to align 
the forestry licencing and appeals processes with similar planning processes. 
 
 
Best regards, 
 
Greenbelt 
 



Glennon Brothers  
 
To Whom it may concern, 
 
My name is Gustavo Rechi de Grande, I work for Glennon Brothers, as sawmill based in 
Fermoy and I support the proposed changes in the “Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) 
Bill 2020” due to the following reasons;- 
 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 
• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 
• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 
• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 
• People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 

 
Regards, 
 
 



Woodfab Timber Limited  
 
Good Morning 
 
 I am an employee of Woodfab Timber Limited and welcome the draft legislation and 
encourage its implementation. I work in the timber industry for over 6 years along with 4 
other family members. 
 
I am aware of the long delays to licences caused by the FAC.  At the current run rate it will 
take at least 18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC and the number of 
appeals is increasing!  The FAC in its current format simply cannot cope with the workload.  
The changes to the legislation should help this situation.   The delays are hindering forestry 
activity and damaging the industry.   It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for 
purpose and to secure our jobs and the industry going forward.  
 
I support the changes to the draft legislation. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 



Nolan Transport 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 
 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 
Kind regards, 
Nolan transport  
 
 
 



 

Nolan Transport 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

I just a have a few simple facts: 

 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the 

Forestry Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 

3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 

4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 

5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Nolan Transport 


