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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Pat Corrigan Transport Ltd is proud to be delivering and growing 

quality jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will 

double in size. The Industry alone provide 245 jobs in Co Longford making a significant 

contribution to both direct and indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

  

2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 
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respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in County Longford. 

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Pat Corrigan Transport Ltd welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation 

with additional elements. Outlined below are the views of Pat Corrigan Transport Ltd with 

respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Pat Corrigan Transport Ltd supports the proposal regarding 

the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is 

required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created 

long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion 

To summarise our Countries Forestry Sector is in a critical situation.  Pat Corrigan Transport 

Ltd has been in operation hauling timber across Ireland for over 30years. We have kept all 

our timber drivers in Employment & our Business has remained open during this current 

Pandemic (with a struggle),  but with felling licence approvals only 20% of the required rate 

it’s another kick in the teeth, we are now running out of timber to draw.  Our Company want 

to keep our Employees and stay in Operation.  It has been a very strenuous year for us all, 

we want to keep drawing timber to stay in Business, please take the time to understand our 

current situation in these very challenging times. 

Signed: Pat Corrigan – Director 

Pat Corrigan Transport Ltd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mc Laughlin’s Homevalue 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 
 
 
Proposals 
 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought to market, until 
the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry license “relevant person” have a right to 
object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in the forestry application 
process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 
5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals in a timely and 

fair manner. 
6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord Pleanála. 

 
 
This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  
Bad for jobs 
Bad for rural Ireland 
Bad for exports 
Bad for business 
Bad for our carbon footprint 
Bad for the public purse 
Bad for building 
Bad for renovating 
Bad for retrofitting 
Bad for the environment 
 
We have already seen inferior product being offered to merchants. 
 
You have to ask -Who is this good for?  
 
Yours Sincerely 
Mc Laughlin’s Homevalue 
Carndonagh 
Co.Donegal 
 
 



Feerick Haulage 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 
 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 
Kind regards, 
Feerick Haulage 
 
 



21 August 2020 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland 

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Danny Fitzgerald and Sons Ltd is proud to be delivering and growing 

quality jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will 

double in size. We provide 5 full time and 3 part time jobs making a significant contribution to 

both direct and indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

 

   

2. Current crisis 

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point. 

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe. 

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 
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the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Tipperary. 

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project. 

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.  
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Danny Fitzgerald and Sons Ltd welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its 

implementation with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Danny Fitzgerald 

and Sons Ltd with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional 

recommendations. 

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with respect 

to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources should be put in 

place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 days of appeals being 

lodged. 

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant in every 

appeal. 

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without one of 

the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only. 

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the statutory 

timeframe of 2 months to be met. 

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of the FAC 

to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal. 

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all appeals are 

decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged. 
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o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should be 

issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe should be 

put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted for some housing 

developments. This additional amendment is of fundamental importance to improving 

the effectiveness of the forestry appeals legislation. 

 

 

 

• Head 5 

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and brings the 

process in line with other planning requirements. 

 

o Oral Headings: Danny Fitzgerald and Sons Ltd supports the proposal 

regarding the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is 

required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays. 

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is welcome. 

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to support 

national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the employment it 

supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to the national economy 

have been recognised by successive governments. 

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit. 

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a mechanism 

to object to national forest policy. 
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o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a situation 

of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new issues. If an appeal is 

upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine its backlog of existing appeals 

(and new appeals) and summarily issue the same decision on appeals of exactly the 

same type and same pertinent factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an appeal 

should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a group of 

licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when lodging the appeal 

and the appellant should be required to state their specific interest in the licence that 

they are appealing. 

 

4. Conclusion 

 

We have been working with Coillte with over 30 years and providing employment to 

the local rual area. We have over the years invested substantial amount of time, effort 

and money into expanding and keeping our fleet up to date and with the leading 

technology to provide the best and most efficient services to Coillte on construction 

of roads and cultivation of site for replanting.  Currently due to the on going issue 

with felling licences our work load is being reduced by 30% and in danger of a 

significant down turn in the near future. We do not want to be in the position where 

we have to park up machines and lay off long serving, experienced, contentious 

operators which are not easy to come by. These men treat the work with the highest 

regard and always have the envoirment and Coilltes best intrests at heart.  The 

industy over is highly dishearted that the misgiuded veiws of a small minority can 

cause such uncertainy in the lifes and future of a hard working community. 

 

 

Danny Fitzgerald. 

DANNY FITZGERALD AND SONS LIMITED. 

DATED:    21.08.2020 
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SWS Forestry 
 
 
Hello, 
 
I am writing to you as an ecologist working in a private forestry company. I have worked here for over 7 
years and in that time I have seen more and more environmental considerations, guidelines and 
requirements become part of the forestry application process, all of which I welcome. Our foresters 
have taken each of these in their stride with no complaints. However, I have also seen the ever 
lengthening of the application process with unworkable timelines. We have submitted NISs on behalf of 
our clients and we are still waiting on approval or otherwise on some of these applications over 
18months later. In some cases we have received further requests for information 12months after a NIS 
was submitted and at a time when the information requested (species surveys etc.) cannot be 
completed until the following season adding further delay to the timeline. And if an approval is secured, 
an appeal against this decision could take a further year or longer to get heard with no financial cost to 
the appellant. This is not acceptable and leaves landowners in limbo. No business could wait this long 
for a decision to be made. 
 
I fully agree that there should be a cost in lodging an appeal. 
The appeals process should be streamlined and fit for purpose to allow a speedy review of the facts and 
a decision made in a timely manner. 
The Forestry industry is being unfairly disadvantaged by a series of long delays at each step of the 
process. 
My career and that of my colleagues are in severe jeopardy and we need security in our livelihoods.  
 
Regards, 
SWS FORESTRY 
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1. Forest Oaks Ltd  and Managed Forestry in Ireland  

 

For over twenty years our company Forest Oaks Ltd. has operated within the Managed 

Forestry sector. We have adapted to opportunity and  carefully managed – in an 

environmentally friendly manner and adhering to the highest standards– the growth of our 

company. . Forest Oaks Ltd.  at the moment  employs twenty four people in rural County 

Kerry and is set to deliver  more quality jobs  making a significant contribution to both direct 

and indirect employment in the local economy.  

  

With our development plans in preparation,  we note with interest the nature of the 

relationship between the Managed Forestry Industry and the recently announced 

Programme for Government, Our Shared Future. Given our expertise and experience, we 

feel that we have a degree of understanding of the role forestry can play in attaining so many 

of the objectives laid out in the Programme.  We feel that a positive engagement with 

Government into the future will enable us all to attain  these objectives.  

  
 

   

2. 1. Forest Oaks Ltd  Development Plan and an Identified 

Crisis  

 

The introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019 has seriously impacted upon 

the confidence we have in our Development Plans. It is difficult to develop a company and 

effectively operationalise our resources into a business within the confines of a system beset 

by administrative inadequacies and procedural barriers.  

 

We sense widespread disruption across the forestry sector. The rate at which felling licenses 

are being issued is starving the industry of its primary source: an  adequate timber supply. 

The potential negative impact of the current licensing  impasse on Forest Oaks Ltd. is 

severe.  

 

A major problem with the  licensing process is the fact that  the Forestry Appeals Committee 

(FAC) doesn’t function to process appeals at a rate which ensures a constant flow into, 

through and out of the Committee. The process is currently dysfunctional  , backup queues 

are building  and production of timber will stall. 
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To reinforce confidence in our plans we believe solutions must be identified and action taken 

rapidly to implement these solutions.  

 

 

3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

 

Forest Oaks Ltd. welcomes the draft legislation, we would like the following ammendments 

and additions to be considered as this legislation is refined. We would be encouraged by its 

timely implementation.   Outlined below are some views of the legislation.  Forest Oaks Ltd.  

has read, considered and concurs with these viewpoints and recommendations. 

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 
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should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 

 

 

 

• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings:  Forest Oaks Ltd. supports the proposal regarding the power 

of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required to 

determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 



Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 August 2020   
 

5 | P a g e  
FOREST OAKS Ltd. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  

 

4. Conclusion  

 

Forest Oaks Ltd. (a firmly established company in the Managed Forestry sector of industry) 

is seriously curtailed in its Development Planning activities by the current disruption in our 

industry.  We believe identification and implementation of solutions to problems experienced 

in the functioning of the Forest Appeals Committee will enable us to plan with greater 

confidence; thereby benefitting all stake holders in our industry. 

 

 

 

 

GERARD MURPHY   DIRECTOR 
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SUBMISSION FROM M.B.S. TRANSPORT LTD. 

5 MONABEG CLOSE, GREENHILL, FERMOY, CO.CORK 

MELICANMUR@GMAIL.COM 

087-2633751 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. M.B.S. Transport LTD.is proud to be delivering and growing quality 

jobs, especially in our rural community. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in 

size. M.B.S. Transport LTD.  provides 5 Jobs directly in Timber Haulage but also require 

multiple and significant skill mix of other disciplines in the forestry and transport sector which   

contributes directly and indirect to the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

*Job numbers by county: Waterford: 470 jobs; Carlow: 110 jobs; Kilkenny: 355 jobs; 

Tipperary: 740 jobs; Wicklow: 760 jobs; Cork: 1,395 jobs; Galway: 950 jobs; Laois: 420 

jobs; Leitrim: 565 jobs; Sligo: 445 jobs; Longford: 245; Kerry: 815 jobs 

  

 
 
 

 

   

2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  
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Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in County Cork 

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

M.B.S. Transport L.td. welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 

additional elements. Outlined below are the views of M.B.S. Transport LTD. with respect to 

specific parts of the draft legislation. alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: M.B.S. Transport LTD. supports the proposal regarding the 

power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required 

to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

 

In conclusion, M.B.S. Transport LTD. would appeal to the Government to urgently put 

through this proposed bill. If this bill is not implemented, thousands of jobs will be lost in 

addition to the economy losing over 2 billion in revenue due to the potential fall out in the 

Forestry Industry. A crisis point would be reached with a resulting knock on effect on housing 

which is already well beyond its breaking point. The Forestry industry in Ireland works 

according to best practice guidelines set down by Europe and contributes in no small part to 

Ireland’s European obligations. We would appeal to you to listen to the grave concerns 

raised by the Forestry Industry and in essence do the right thing by implementing the 

Agricultural Appeals Amendment Bill 2020.  

 

Sincerely 

Barry Murphy 

Director MBS Transport 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in size.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-
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19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Co. Donegal.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

McLaughlin Timber Haulage Ltd welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its 

implementation with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of McLaughlin Timber 

Haulage Ltd with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional 

recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: McLaughlin Timber Haulage Ltd supports the proposal 

regarding the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral 

hearing is required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has 

created long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Pat Corrigan Transport Ltd is proud to be delivering and growing 

quality jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will 

double in size. The Industry alone provide 245 jobs in Co Longford making a significant 

contribution to both direct and indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

  

2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 
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respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in County Longford. 

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Pat Corrigan Transport Ltd welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation 

with additional elements. Outlined below are the views of Pat Corrigan Transport Ltd with 

respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Pat Corrigan Transport Ltd supports the proposal regarding 

the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is 

required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created 

long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion 

To summarise our Countries Forestry Sector is in a critical situation.  Pat Corrigan Transport 

Ltd has been in operation hauling timber across Ireland for over 30years. We have kept all 

our timber drivers in Employment & our Business has remained open during this current 

Pandemic (with a struggle),  but with felling licence approvals only 20% of the required rate 

it’s another kick in the teeth, we are now running out of timber to draw.  Our Company want 

to keep our Employees and stay in Operation.  It has been a very strenuous year for us all, 

we want to keep drawing timber to stay in Business, please take the time to understand our 

current situation in these very challenging times. 

Signed: Pat Corrigan – Director 

Pat Corrigan Transport Ltd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SWS Forestry 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
I am writing to you to stress the necessity for an immediate change in the appeals process and a beefing 
up of the FAC resources.  
 
We have numerous afforestation and thinning sites at present where we have invested in NIS and 
waited for over 18 months to secure our licence and now we are finding the most of them going into 
appeals.  
 
We have done everything which was expected of us, sold the concept to the client, consulted with the 
department inspectorate and others, paid for NIS to be undertaken and when the approval issued we 
have to deal with the appeals procedure which is outside our control . This appeal process is not fit for 
purpose and needs to change immediately to allow the industry to stay afloat. We are presently trying 
to secure an autumn planting programme after a disastrous spring programme. The figures and the 
plant sales speak for themselves.  
 
We have felling licences held up for over 18 months and now we feel that by the time the licence is 
granted these plantations will be gone beyond the safe thinning time and the recommended critical top 
height to try and prevent windblow.  
 
Who will compensate the forest owners for these injustices?  
 
This FAC appeal process is absurd and not fit for purposes. We have 2 cases this morning, one from the 
serial objector and the other from a neighbour whom does not want to see the land planted, both of 
these cases will now wait for months if not years for a decision from FAC. Will the landowner be still 
interested????  
 
We need change, we need reform and we need it now.  
 
Regards, 
 
SWS FORESTRY 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Tom Winter Haulage is proud to be delivering and growing quality 

jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in 

size. Tom Winter Haulage employs 6 people in Limerick and we are making a significant 

contribution to both direct and indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

*Job numbers by county: Waterford: 470 jobs; Carlow: 110 jobs; Kilkenny: 355 jobs; 

Tipperary: 740 jobs; Wicklow: 760 jobs; Cork: 1,395 jobs; Galway: 950 jobs; Laois: 420 

jobs; Leitrim: 565 jobs; Sligo: 445 jobs; Longford: 245; Kerry: 815 jobs 
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2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Limerick.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   



Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 August 2020   
 

3 | P a g e  
Tom Winter Haulage  

 

3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Tom Winter Haulage welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 

additional elements. Outlined below are the views of Tom Winter Haulage with respect to 

specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Tom Winter Haulage supports the proposal regarding the 

power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required 

to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

 

Tom Winter Haulage believes that these changes need to put in place to ensure that 

the sector can survive.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Brooks Timber & Building Supplies Ltd 
 
 
 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 
 

 
Proposals 
 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought to market, until the new 

procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if required.  
2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” have a right to 

object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in the forestry application process. 
3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to objectors/appellants in 

the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 
5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals in a timely and fair 

manner. 
6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord Pleanála. 

 
After a number of years of difficulty in the construction sector, a recovery spread over the country 
in terms of building. The forestry sector also had its years of difficulties where it did not have a 
product to compete with the quality of imported timber. In recent years native timber had 
bridged that perceived quality gap and importation of timber reduced to a fraction of its previous 
levels. 
 
As a result of the current logjam in licensing, both the construction and forestry sectors are once 
again at serious risk. 
 

I hope this mail is seen as a constructive and realistic. Brooks is one of the biggest distributors of 

timber in the Irish market and have 200 years of experience in the construction and building 

materials market.  

 
If you need any further information please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 
Kind regards 
 
Brooks Timber & Building Supplies Ltd • ‘Bluebell • Naas Road • Dublin 12 • Ireland •  
 



24 August 2020  

  

Draft Agricultural Appeals 
(Amendment) Bill 2020 

SUBMISSION TO PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
 

SUBMISSION MADE TO:   FORESTRYBILL2020@AGRICULTURE.GOV.IE 

 

 

 

JAMES P. WARREN PLANT HIRE 

 

 

 

 

SUBMISSION FROM  

JAMES P. WARREN PLANT HIRE 

CASTLETOWN 

ENNISKEANE CO. CORK 

0862590441 0868038691 

 WARRENCONOR@HOTMAIL.COM 

 

   

 

 



Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 August 2020   
 

1 | P a g e  
 JAMES P. WARREN PLANT HIRE 

W 

1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. James p. Warren is proud to be delivering and growing quality jobs, 

especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in 

size. We provide 6 making a significant contribution to both direct and indirect employment 

and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

 

  

 
 
 

 

   

2. Current crisis  

 

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  
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Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in CORK 

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

JAMES P. WARREN PLANT HIRE welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its 

implementation with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of JAMES P. WARREN 

PLANT HIRE with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional 

recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: JAMES P. WARREN PLANT HIRE supports the proposal 

regarding the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral 

hearing is required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has 

created long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  



Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 August 2020   
 

5 | P a g e  
 JAMES P. WARREN PLANT HIRE 

 

4. Conclusion  

 

Due to delay of licenses for tree felling our business is affected by inability to 

construct roadways in time before harvesting and creates problems to extract trees to 

existing roadways at additional expense as well as causing extra pressure on local 

network routes. In our experience with over 40 years involvement in forestry services 

good infrastructure is a key component both for management and environment as 

well as necessary for access during fires that can endanger life. Additional new roads 

are always needed to fully exploit full potential of existing mature plantations that will 

be replanted once felled and start the carbon sequestration process once again.  

 

Yours sincerely  

James P. Warren 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Speco Services 
 
 
Hi 
Can I support the bill to speed up licences to allow forestry felling- we need much more forestry to 
enable climate goals to be met but objectors can’t hold country to ransom and scare all farmers 
considering forestry away from it as an income and diversification strategy. 
 
We need timber houses, we need biomass heating, we need jobs for hauliers and manufacturers and 
the bill must proceed. 
 
Please put the manpower in place to desk with objections speedily in the interim to allow consideration 
and appropriate felling to proceed. 
Regards 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Chris Hall Limited is proud to be delivering and growing quality jobs, 

especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in 

size. We provide 740 jobs in County Tipperary making a significant contribution to both direct 

and indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  
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2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in County Tipperary.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Chris Hall Limited welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 

additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Chris Hall Limited with respect to specific 

parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Chris Hall Limited supports the proposal regarding the power 

of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required to 

determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

 

Chris Hall Limited is proud to be delivering and growing quality jobs, especially in our rural 

communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in size. We provide 740 

jobs in County Tipperary making a significant contribution to both direct and indirect 

employment and the local economy.  

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.  

 

Director, Chris Hall 

Chris Hall Limited 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

 

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. O malley transport is proud to be delivering and growing quality jobs, 

especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in 

size. We provide 5 jobs in co mayo making a significant contribution to both direct and 

indirect employment and the local economy. Those five jobs help to provide for five families. 

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

 

  

 
 
 

 

   

2. Current crisis  

 

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  
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Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Co Mayo . We have invested a large amount of money keeping  

equipment updated and as environmentally friendly as possible, should the current situation 

continue, we will not be able to continue to do this due to uncertainty and lack of work. 

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

O malley transport welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 

additional elements. Outlined below is the views of O malley transport with respect to 

specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: O malley transport supports the proposal regarding the 

power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required 

to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

The forestry industry provides a lot of jobs in our local area and surrounding areas. There are a lot of 

worried family’s, uncertain if they will have jobs in the coming months due to the lack/delay of 

licences been approved in the current situation.  It seems a small group of individuals are putting a 

large number of rural jobs at risk. All the people we employ have young families. Unfortunately if the 

current situation continues we will be forced to lay off some if not all of our employees. We all agree 

there needs to be a planning system in place but it needs to be processed in a timely manner. At 

present there is a lot of uncertainty around timber supply which in turn gives uncertainty about jobs. 

Planning ahead for the future of our business is now impossible. We have had to cancel the purchase 

of new,more environmentally friendly equipment due to the uncertainty caused by the current 

situation. For any business to grow and employ more people it needs to know there is work there in 

the coming months/years.  

Kind regards 

Peter o malley   

Director 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

 

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. T&P Walsh harvesting  is proud to be delivering and growing quality 

jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in 

size. We provide over 1,000 jobs in Galway and Mayo making a significant contribution to 

both direct and indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

*Job numbers by county: Waterford: 470 jobs; Carlow: 110 jobs; Kilkenny: 355 jobs; 

Tipperary: 740 jobs; Wicklow: 760 jobs; Cork: 1,395 jobs; Galway: 950 jobs; Laois: 420 

jobs; Leitrim: 565 jobs; Sligo: 445 jobs; Longford: 245; Kerry: 815 jobs 

  

 
 
 

 

   

2. Current crisis  
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At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Galway  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

<T&P Walsh harvesting welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation 

with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of T&P Walsh harvesting with respect 

to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: T&P Walsh harvesting supports the proposal regarding the 

power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required 

to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

 

Due to the lack of felling licence, I se no other option but to lay off all staff and move 

to another country with my company, with more favourable working conditions. 

I have bank loans to pay and machines to maintain, which is impossible to do without 

regular work. 

In short, forestry in Ireland looks grim. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chadwick’s Sallynoggin 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 
 
 
Proposals 
 
1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought to market, until the 
new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if required.  
2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” have a right to 
object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in the forestry application process. 
3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 
objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 
5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals in a timely and 
fair manner. 
6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord Pleanála. 
 
 
This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  
Bad for jobs 
Bad for rural Ireland 
Bad for exports 
Bad for business 
Bad for our carbon footprint 
Bad for the public purse 
Bad for building 
Bad for renovating 
Bad for retrofitting 
Bad for the environment 
 
Chadwick’s Sallynoggin 
 

 
 
 
 



ECC Timber Products 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
 
Here are just a few simple facts: 
 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here, we need to get this sorted ASAP.  
7. It is way too easy for people to make an appeal, there needs to be a cost involved with 

appeals and all sufficient information to back up their appeal.  

 
 
Kind regards, 
 
ECC Timber Products 
 
 
  

 
 



Glennon Brothers 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam, 
 
I have worked in the forest industry for a long time. Without 
a change in the law I and many like me will lose our jobs. 
We need this law passed to save our industry. 
 
 
 

 
Regards, 

 



                                                                                                                            26th August 2020 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 
 
 
Proposals 
 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought 
to market, until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if 
required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” 
have a right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in 
the forestry application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they 
lose. 

5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals 
in a timely and fair manner. 

6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord 
Pleanála. 

 
 
This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  
Bad for jobs 
Bad for rural Ireland 
Bad for exports 
Bad for business 
Bad for our carbon footprint 
Bad for the public purse 
Bad for building 
Bad for renovating 
Bad for retrofitting 
Bad for the environment 
 
You have to ask -Who is this good for?  
 
 
 
Bolger brothers Homevalue  
Ferns 
Co Wexford 



Chadwicks 
 
Dear Sir / Madam 
 
I Fintan Kelly wish to make the following submission regarding the recently drafted amendments to 
the Agricltural Appeals Act 2001,I work in the Construction Sector myself,Peoples livelihood depends 
on this like myself and many Thousands of people across the country 
 
Many Thanks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hall Transport Ltd 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam,  
 
We as a company have great concern over this new FAC legislation. 
 
There are long delays to licenses caused by this, The FAC cannot cope with the workload and this is 
hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry.  
 
People's livelihoods are at stake here. The majority of our work is in the forestry business and we are 
afraid this problem will have a major impact on our business. It is vital that the FAC is reformed to 
make it fit for purpose.  
 
We hope you can understand our position. 
 
Regards, 
Hall Transport Ltd, 
Cornadrung, 
Aughnacliffe, 
Co Longford. 
 
 



Fleetwood Paints 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
We are members of the Irish Hardware Association and we are very concerned about any negative 
issues affecting the economy especially in our construction business. Currently our Trade business is 
struggling to recover due the effects of cut backs in construction as a result Covid 19 and we face 
further uncertainty due to the unknown impact of Brexit on our economy but most experts say it will 
be negative. Our construction trade needs all the help it can get and it is probably one industry that 
has such widespread effects on a huge number of people’s lives and incomes. The latest Forestry 
licence impasse or delay is something that needs a quick solution. 
 
In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 
 
 
Proposals 
 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought to market, 
until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” have a 
right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in the forestry 
application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 
5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals in a timely 

and fair manner. 
6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord Pleanála. 

 
 
This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  
Bad for jobs 
Bad for rural Ireland 
Bad for exports 
Bad for business 
Bad for our carbon footprint 
Bad for the public purse 
Bad for building 
Bad for renovating 
Bad for retrofitting 
Bad for the environment 
You have to ask -Who is this good for?  
 
Best Regards 
 
Fleetwood Paints. 
Virginia, 
Co. Cavan. 
 















Green Belt Ltd 
 
 
Hi 
 
  I wish to wish my concerns of the current impasse in forestry where a small number of objectors 
namely Peter Sweetman. Nial Folks, Save Leitrim and department employees who allegedly object in 
a private capacity can shut down forestry overnight.  I have just opened up the Save Leitrim 
facebook page and they have a sample objection letter for you to use if you want to lodge an appeal. 
Anybody can copy and paste this letter and it is a valid appeal!!!! 
 
  In reading the Farming Independent Peter Sweetman has stated that he is only objecting to a small 
sample of Coillte's felling licences, however one must really look at the bigger picture and the link 
between all the above objectors and how the bounce off one another to stall the entire licencing 
process. Mr Sweetman may not have his name associated with every appeal but I would be certain 
that he has a link with both Save Leitrim and other private appeals. 
 
  I am  working in private forestry for the past 28 years and I don't see a future in it and would not 
advise any graduate to go into forestry.  In  1995 I planted c 1700 acres for farmers in the Midlands.  
A significant percentage of the planting was broadleaves. 
Next year I expect the total planting for the country to be under 2000 ha as there is no direction or 
structure in Forest Service and no capacity in the FAC to deal with appeals. 
 
  We need Appeals to be relevant and this means that Appellants need to make detailed site specific 
objections before it can be entertained.  If it is an environmental objection then the objection must 
be accompanied by a site specific ecological report from an accredited ecologist. 
  Most of the appeals lodged by the above appellants are desk top and thus the reason for only 10 % 
of them being successful. 
 
  Appeals need to be Local and impacting on the individual appealing within reason. 
 
 Legislation needs to look at the area of costs and where the appellants are unsuccessful, in that they 
are liable to the legal costs of both sides.  The state cannot be seen to be funding theses appeals 
which is currently the case and will continue to be the case. These objectors are working on the basis 
of 'heads I win and tails you lose'. 
 
Regards 
Green Belt Ltd 



Glennon Brothers 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
 
I have a strong view on the current crisis in the harvesting of timber here at the moment. Working 
for a timber processing company, I am one of many whose livelihood depends on the timber 
industry. I am the sole income in my household and should the problem not be resolved very soon 
we are looking at redundancy.  
 
Many of these objections come from 2 individuals and one group and according to reports 90% of 
these objections are eventually thrown out. Eventually. In the meantime, they are clogging up the 
system. 
 
Tree felling and timber production in Ireland has effectively ground to a halt. 
 
In response to the consultation document on forestry I wish to register my support for the changes 
in the “Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020” for the following reasons; 
 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 

• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 

• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

• People livelihoods are at stake here. 
 
 
 
Proposals include 
 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought to market, 
until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry license “relevant person” have a 
right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in the forestry 
application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 
5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals in a timely 

and fair manner. 
6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord Pleanála. 

 
 
This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  
 
Bad for jobs – milling and processing jobs will be reduced. Less spend in local communities. 
Bad for rural Ireland. 
Bad for exports. Imports will increase = money gone out of Ireland. 
Bad for business. Many small enterprises will suffer due to job loses. 
Bad for our carbon footprint. Growing our own makes more sense than moving bulky goods around 
the world! 



Bad for the public purse. Increased Job Seekers payments to unemployed as a result. 
Bad for building. Increased cost due to higher imported lumber prices. 
Bad for renovating. 
Bad for retrofitting. 
Bad for the environment. 
You have to ask -Who is this good for?  
 
We are heading into the most critical economic crisis of our 
generation. The economic fallout of Covid19 has yet to be felt 
and coupled with that there is the onset of the economic 
impact of failed Brexit negotiations to also be dealt with. 
 
Its time now for strong leadership and decisions made in the best intrest of the thousands of people 
depending on the industry and NOT in the one or two people who have brought this industry to its 
knees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
  
 



ECC Timber Products 

 
 
To whom it may concern, 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. I just a 
have a few simple facts: 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People’s livelihoods are at stake here. 

Kind regards, 
ECC Timber Products, Corr na mona, Co. Galway, Ireland. 

 
 



Protrans 
 
 
As a person who’s job is completely reliant on the Forestry Sector I would like make my support for 
the Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill known to the relevant bodies. I am currently 
employed here at Protrans in Longford working as the Logistics Planner looking after 20 Trucks that 
are full time involved with Timber Transportation. 
 
 



Protrans 
 
 
Good morning 
 
To whom it may concern, I am currently involved in organising of transport within the timber 
industry, I would like to urge you to do pass the FAC bill as soon as possible as we as an industry are 
embroiled in a real crisis and I have no doubt that both myself and many others within the industry 
will find ourselves out of a job sooner rather than later if something is not done, I urge you to give us 
the support we desperately need. 
 
Regards 
 
 

 

 

Leitrim Cross, Drumlish Road, Longford, Ireland N39 R863  

 



Brophy Timber Services Ltd 
 
 

To whom it may concern, 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

I just a have a few simple facts: 
1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 

Appeals committee (FAC). 
2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

Kind regards, 

Brophy Timber Services Ltd. 
 



Protrans 
 
 
I would like to express my full support for the Forestry Industries Ireland draft amendment to the 
agricultural bill which is due for submission. 
 
As a transport planner who is directly involved in the organising and planning of collection and 
delivery of timber products, my job and many others working for Protrans will depend on this bill 
being passed. 
Forestry and timber manufacturing is a huge division of our business and it is vital for the running of 
the business that this bill be passed. 
 
Regards 
 
 

 

Leitrim Cross, Drumlish Road, Longford, Ireland N39 R863  

 



Brophy Timber Services Ltd  
 
 

To whom it may concern, 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

I just a have a few simple facts: 
1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 

Appeals committee (FAC). 
2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

Kind Regards,  

Brophy Timber Services Ltd  

 
 
 



Western Forestry Co-op 
 
 
To whom it concerns  
I am writing to you in support of legislation for the forestry Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) 
Bill 2020.  
I am employed by a forestry company which provided me with the opportunity to move back home 
to Co. Sligo where I got married, got a mortgage and have two children and a grandchild. The current 
backlog of sites caused by FAC who cannot cope with the workload in front of them has caused me 
to be reduced to four days a week and this may be reduced further if action isn’t taken. So called 
‘Save Leitrim’ who are serial objectors do not represent me or my family or my work colleagues and 
clients who are local landowners who have a right to afforest their land as long as it follows the rules 
and guidelines as set out by the department. The FAC are not able to deal with the likes of ‘save 
Leitrim’ and people like them as the current system allows them to clog up the system, nothing can 
move and this needs to be changed allowing actual genuine appeal cases to be heard and genuine 
people to make a living from forestry. It is vital that FAC is reformed and made fit for purpose or 
there will be massive job losses in the sector, job losses rural Ireland cannot afford and I fear for my 
ability to be able to pay my mortgage if the situation doesn’t improve soon. Livelihoods are at stake 
here.  
I support the proposed changes.  
Kind regards, 
Western Forestry Co-op 
 

 
 



Rosmead Ltd 

 
 
Hello,  
 
My name is Dave Slattery, I am a forestry contractor in the Munster area. My company name is Rosmead 
ltd and I am in support of the forestry bill for the following reasons, 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 
• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 
• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 
• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 
• You support the proposed changes 
• People livelihoods are at stake here. 

Regards, 
 
 



Rosmead Ltd 
 
 
Hi, 
 
My name is Jenny Slattery, I am an employee of Rosmead ltd a forestry contractor based in the Munster 
area. I am in support of the proposed changes to the forestry bill for the following reasons, 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 
• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 
• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 
• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 
• You support the proposed changes 
• People livelihoods are at stake here. 

Regards, 
 



Lamberts Homevalue 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 
 
 
Proposals 
 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought to market, 
until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” have a 
right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in the forestry 
application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 
5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals in a timely 

and fair manner. 
6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord Pleanála. 

 
 
This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  
Bad for jobs 
Bad for rural Ireland 
Bad for exports 
Bad for business 
Bad for our carbon footprint 
Bad for the public purse 
Bad for building 
Bad for renovating 
Bad for retrofitting 
Bad for the environment 
 
You have to ask -Who is this good for?  
 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Lamberts Homevalue, 
Hacketstown 
Co. Carlow 
 



 

 



Protrans 
 
 
To whom it concerns  
 
As managing director of Protrans I support the amendment to Forestry Bill 2020  
 
We operate 20 trucks exclusively at timber haulage.  
This provides 26 full time jobs including drivers , traffic planners, mechanics and clerical staff.  
We contribute directly to the economy in the payment of Taxes. 
We have large financial investments in plant, equipment and staff training.  
Plant and equipment required is only suitable for Timber haulage / not possible use for any other 
type of haulage  
Recent disruptions to the supply of timber has greatly impacted our business. 
Further disruptions will have serious consequences on our business  
 
I appeal to decision makers to consider the profound effect the disruption of timber supply has on 
supporting industries.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Protrans. 
Leitrim Cross, 
Drumlish Road, 
Longford, 
Ireland. 
www.protrans.ie 

 

 

http://www.protrans.ie/
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

 

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Liam O’ Donnell Timber Haulage is proud to be delivering and 

providing quality jobs, especially in rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector 

will double in size. The sector currently provides over 2000 jobs in the County Tipperary and 

County Cork areas where our company operates. This sector makes a significant 

contribution to both direct and indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. It also has real potential to grow 

sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 
 

 

   

2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 
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purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in County Tipperary.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever-

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

I believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Liam O’ Donnell Timber Haulage welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its 

implementation with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Liam O’ Donnell 

Timber Haulage with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some 

additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Liam O’ Donnell Timber Haulage supports the proposal 

regarding the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral 

hearing is required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has 

created long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

 

In conclusion, the forestry sector provides employment both directly and indirectly in rural 

communities throughout the country. Liam O’ Donnell Timber Haulage provides 740 jobs in 

County Tipperary and 1.395 jobs in County Cork.  

These are uncertain times with employment figures already rising due to the current Covid 

19 pandemic and the restrictions already placed on the forestry industry with felling licence 

approval reduced to 20% of the required rate. The industry is being starved of essential 

timber supplies and shortages of timber for sawmills is inevitable resulting in obvious knock 

on effects to the sector financially and in terms of employment. 

To address these current issues solutions must be identified and action must be taken now, 

to create more jobs now and protect the potential of the industry.  

 

 

Liam O’ Donnell 

Liam O’ Donnell Timber Haulage 
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McDonogh Trade Centre Limited, Bothar Na Mine, Ballybane, Galway, Ireland.  

TEL: +353 (0) 91 779200  FAX: +353 (0) 91 779270  www.mcdonoghdirect.ie 

 

                                                                                                                       McDonogh Trade Centre Ltd., 

                                                                                 Directors: T. McDonogh,  T.A. McDonogh, P. Neville, M. Jennings. 

       Registered in Dublin, Ireland. Registered No.85220. Registered Office, Dockgate Building, Dock Road, Galway 

                                                                                                                26th August 2020 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my 
proposals 
 
 
Proposals 
 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber 
brought to market, until the new procedure comes into being. By 
Ministerial Directive if required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant 
person” have a right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or 
have taken part in the forestry application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is 

repaid to objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, 
forfeited if they lose. 

5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and 
appeals in a timely and fair manner. 

6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An 
Bord Pleanála. 

 
 
This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is : 
Bad for jobs; Bad for rural Ireland; Bad for exports; Bad for business; Bad for our 
carbon footprint; Bad for the public purse; Bad for building; Bad for renovating; 
Bad for retrofitting;  Bad for the environment 
 
You have to ask -Who is this good for?  
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 

______________________________________________ 
 
Matt Jennings 
Managing Director 



 





Irish Wire Products Ltd 
 

 
 
26th August 2020 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals, as follows: 
 
Proposals 
 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought to market, 
until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a Forestry Licence “relevant person” have a 
right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in the forestry 
application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 
5. That the Department hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals in a 

timely and fair manner. 
6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord Pleanála. 

 
 
This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it has several negative impacts on 
Jobs, Rural Ireland, Exports, Irish Business, our Carbon Footprint, Public Expenditure & the Building 
Industry.  
 
You have to ask -Who is this good for?  
 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 

 
Irish Wire Products Ltd | Dock Road | Limerick | Ireland 



Glennon Brothers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My name is Niall Caslin and I work in the IT department at Glennon Brothers Timber Ltd. I have 
worked with the company for almost 10 years and I am based at our headquarters in Longford.  
 
The current delays to licences is causing irreparable damage to the industry and if it continues there 
will be widespread job loses. Companies like Glennon Brothers are providing jobs in rural Ireland and 
small towns. Without them these jobs will no longer exist and communities will decline. My only 
option will be look for employment in Dublin and the larger cities.  
 
I want to live in Longford but need a job to be able to do so. This legislation needs to be passed 
without delay or the consequences will be severe. 
 
 
Regards, 
 
 



Glennon Brothers   
 
 
Live in rural Ireland. 
 
Job Depends on this issue been resolved. 
 
Have educated by children from Primary to University because of this job. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
 





Newtown Builders Providers 
 
 
                                                                                                                            26th August 2020 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 
 
 
Proposals 
 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought 
to market, until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if 
required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” 
have a right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in 
the forestry application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they 
lose. 

5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals 
in a timely and fair manner. 

6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord 
Pleanála. 

 
 
This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  
Bad for jobs 
Bad for rural Ireland 
Bad for exports 
Bad for business 
Bad for our carbon footprint 
Bad for the public purse 
Bad for building 
Bad for renovating 
Bad for retrofitting 
Bad for the environment 
You have to ask -Who is this good for?  
 
 
 
 
Please e mail to    ForestryBill2020@agriculture.gov.ie 
 
By 5pm Friday 28th. 

mailto:ForestryBill2020@agriculture.gov.ie


Jim Byrne Timber Haulage 
 
 
Jim Byrne Timber Haulage is in business 35 years hauling timber.  
Our livelihood depends on this bill to be passed. 
Our business will be completely shut down if it does not pass and we cannot let that happen. 
We have 4 employees counting on our business to stay up and running, James Grey, Adrian Roberts, 
Matt Farrell, Ronan Roberts. 
We all work very hard hauling timber for long hours every week. 
We will do anything in our power to help get the bill to pass. 
This is a very serious matter. 
 
Thanks,  
 
 



Green Belt Ltd 
 
 
Minister, 
As an employee of the forestry sector, I support the new amendments attached to the Forestry Bill 
2020. 
 
Over the past twenty six years, I have seen the sector grow into a thriving sector. 
 
However our current existence is being threaten in some cases by spurious appeals and objections. 
 
We need the Forest Service to have robust mechanisms and bodies to counteract false information 
and time wasting appeals. 
 
I support the changes that will make the Forest Appeals Committee fit for purpose and able to cope 
with the future anticipated workload. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Green Belt Ltd 
 



Protrans Transport & Logistics 
 

 
 

To Whom it May Concern 
 
I am contacting you today to support the proposed forestry bill 
The facts are that 
• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 
• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 
• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 
• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 
• People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 
Thank you 

 
Kind regards 
 

 
Leitrim Cross, Drumlish Road, Longford, Ireland N39 R863  
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August 2020

1. Forestry in lreland
Forestry in lreland is a green industry that contributes to climate action and produces bio

fuel. The industry contributes €2.3 billion to the economy and provides 12,000 jobs.Camross

Transport provides 8 jobs in Laois. This industry has the potential to grow sustainable local

green jobs.

2. Current crisis

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019 issuing of forestry

licences have been seriously impacted. Felling licence approvals are only at20o/o of the

required rate, over 400 appeals are outstanding and only 25 per month are being processed.

All issues can be addressed and solutions can be reached but action needs to be taken now

before more jobs are lost.

3. Conclusion
Unless there is a solution to this licensing problem, jobs will be lost in the industry!

' Camross Transport
llPage



FH Wetland Systems Ltd 
 
 
Dear Minister,  
 
The implementation of fees for public submissions on forestry applications or any other 
development is unjustified and wrong. At a time when robust public consultation is becoming 
increasingly important to build strong democratic and collaborative processes the world over, it is 
utterly inappropriate to create obstacles to such public participation. 
 
Our forestry policies are urgently in need of an overhaul, to encourage planting for carbon 
sequestration, biodiversity, flood control, landscape aesthetics and rural employment diversification 
opportunities, rather than cash crops of monocultures with limited benefits to these other 
important areas. However public consultation and participation in this process is absolutely crucial. 
 
I urge you to take the time to open a full and open discussion on Ireland's forestry policy and take on 
board the views and expertise of those groups and individuals who have worked hard, many for 
decades, to bring about the beautiful, diverse, abundant, nature-filled forestry that Ireland can 
create.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
FH Wetland Systems Ltd. 
 



Glennon Brothers 
 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I have spent the last 7 years working in the forest industry. 
I am afraid if this legislation is not passed, I and thousands of people like me in the forestry industry 
will have no jobs in the New Year. 
This legislation must be passed without delay, to keep this industry alive in Ireland. 
I cannot stress enough the urgency of this matter. 
 
Regards, 
 
 



 
  

                                      

                          Submission- Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 

 
HAI supports the proposals in the Agriculture Appeals Bill 2020. They are vitally important and will    
improve the output of the Forestry Appeals Committee and bring it into line with planning regulations. 
The proposals should proceed to the final legislation undiluted and backed up by an increase in 
resources at the FAC. 
 
Background 
Hardware Association Ireland is the Trade Association for 400 builders’ providers, hardware shops, and 
those who manufacture and supply into them. The sector employs 26,000 and has a turnover of €2.4 
billion euro. 
Issues in relation to timber licensing and the legislation around it is an area of major concern to the 
sector. Many timber companies are members of HAI. 
 
The Current Situation and Risk 
The current situation is a major threat to the supply flow of timber and will have profoundly negative 
impacts on business. As a sector we have already lost 2 1/2 months of turnover, new housing builds will 
only reach an estimated 16,000 units by year end and we still have to contend with the fall-out from 
Brexit. The timber industry has made great strides over the years to implement green and sustainable 
work practices.  
 
If the current backlog of timber is not processed swiftly and a new procedure put in place there will be 
needless damage to jobs and businesses.  
 

➢ The timber sector employs 12,000- these jobs and the livelihoods of  families will be under threat 
in rural Ireland, many in areas where if you are made redundant it will be very difficult to get a 
new job 

➢ The forestry sector has a turnover of €2.4 billion euro- these businesses will be badly affected and 
may not recover, especially if replaced by imports. 

➢ It provides €1 billion worth of exports- how will this contribution to the national economy be 
replaced? 

It will be a major blow to rural Ireland.  
 
Timber is a keystone product, it is integral to practically every building, renovation and retrofitting 
project. Timber is also used in pallets – essential for transporting goods. This threat to the supply chain 
will have profoundly negative impacts on society.  
 

➢ It will slow up the building of new homes, resulting in higher costs 
➢ It will slow up renovations, resulting in higher costs 
➢ It will slow up retrofitting, resulting in higher costs 
➢ A lack of supply will push up prices- already there will be a 6-7% increase in prices for timber in 

September. This is only the beginning. 
➢ It will make new build more expensive 
➢ It will make renovating more expensive 
➢ It will make retrofitting more expensive 



 
 
 

 
➢ Irish timber will be replaced by imported timber, this will add to the carbon footprint 
➢ The Irish Forestry Sector has made great strides over the years to implement green and 

sustainable work practices. Forestry also absorbs millions of tonnes of CO2. 
 
Proposals 
 

1. The current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought to market, until the 
new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if required. 

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” have a right to 
object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in the forestry application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 
5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licences and appeals in a timely and 

fair manner. 
6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord Pleanála. 
7. FAC should examine all of its operating procedures and seek to make them more efficient to 

deliver faster turnaround times on appeals. 
 
 
It is the belief of HAI that if the above proposals are implemented, the timber sector will continue to 
grow, create thousands of Greentech jobs and be a major contributor in mitigating climate change. 
 
 
With every good wish, I am 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Martin Markey 
 
Chief Executive Officer 
E mail: martin@hardwareassociation.ie 
Mob: +353 87 2226532 
 
On behalf of the board: 
Sean Moran – President / HPC Group 
Michael O’Donohoe- Vice President /Wavin Ireland 
Kieran Burke – Past President/ Grafton Group 
Martin Markey – Secretary /Hardware Association Ireland 
Mark Lohan – Treasurer/ Brooks Timber and Building Supplies  
Joe Connolly – Stakelums Home and Hardware 
Gerry Fallon – Expert Hardware 
Dave Gavin – K.C.R. Builders Providers Homevalue 
Keith Giblin – Allied Merchants 
Alan Hegarty – Clondalkin/Blackrock Builders Providers/Ardale Group 
Eoin Lynch - D Lynch & Sons 
Padraic McGuinness – Albany Home Décor 
Seamus O’Donoghue – Dulux Paint 
Rachel Reddin – Kellys Homevalue Hardware 
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Nolan Transport 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
 
 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 
 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Nolan Transport 
 



 

ROWES HARDWARE 

Chatsworth Street, 

Castlecomer, 

Co. Kilkenny 

Phone:056 4441338 

Fax: 056 4441147 

E-mail: info@roweshardware.ie 

Web: www.toplinerowes.ie 

          26th August 2020 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 

Proposals 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought to market, 

until the new procedure comes into being.  By Ministerial Directive if required. 

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” have a 

right to object/appeal-those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in the forestry 

application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objecting/appeals are accepted are clear. 

4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 

5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals in a timely 

and fair manner. 

6. That the turnaround time appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord Pleanála. 

This needs to be addressed.  As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is 

Bad for jobs 

Bad for rural Ireland 

Bad for exports 

Bad for business 

Bad for our carbon footprint 

Bad for the public purse 

Bad for building 

Bad for renovating 

Bad for retrofitting 

Bad for the environment 

 

You have to ask – Who is this good for? 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Martin Rowe 



Protrans 
 
 
Hi, 

 

I am employed in the administration/accounts dept at Protrans Transport & Logistics in 

Longford. 

 

I wishto pledge my full support for the Forestry Bill 2020. 

 

The forestry / sawmilling sector is of utmost importance to my job as a very large percentage 

of our work at Protrans involves deliveries from forests to sawmills and from sawmills to 

customers all around the country. 

 

My work in the office at Protrans almost entirely involves the administration work for 

Sawmills and Coillte. 

 

The closure of sawmills would have a huge impact on my job and maybe even lead to the loss 

of my job as well as those of my work colleagues and drivers at Protrans 

 

So therefore I am fully supportive of this Forestry Bill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Protrans, 

Leitrim Cross, 

Drumlish Road, 

Longford, Ireland 

 



Meadowrock Ltd 

 

To whom it concerns, 

 

Regarding the Forestry Bill of 2020 not being passed, and the hold up to Felling Licences. 

 

We as a company have had no work since June 2020. 

 

We have employees that have had to be let go. 

 

We have repayments to be made on specialized, expensive machinery. 

 

We would appreciate this bill being passed immediately. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Meadowrock Ltd., 

 



 26th August 2020  

  

Draft Agricultural Appeals 
(Amendment) Bill 2020 

SUBMISSION TO PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
 

SUBMISSION MADE TO:   FORESTRYBILL2020@AGRICULTURE.GOV.IE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBMISSION FROM KERRIGAN TRANSPORT LTD  

ADDRESS: THE DERRIES, BALLINTRA, CO.DONEGAL 

TEL: 0876495990 

EMAIL: KERRIGANTRANSPORT@LIVE.IE 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

 

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. We at Kerrigan Transport Ltd are proud to be delivering and growing 

quality jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will 

double in size. We have over 12 years’ experience working and providing employment within 

the forestry sector with 7 direct drivers and multiple other jobs through sub-contractors and 

vehicle maintenance within Donegal making a significant contribution to both direct and 

indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

Currently County Donegal has 545 people employed and over 370 farmers in County 

Donegal own forestry. 
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2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector since the introduction of 

new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and issuing of forestry licences 

have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for purpose and the ability to 

operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies and procedural barriers, 

which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

Currently, felling license approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the 

industry is being starved of the necessary timber supplies. As a company based in rural 

Ireland, we can already see that the potential impact will have a dramatic and severe affect, 

both financially and with respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months 

unless the current impasse is resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even 

further when the impact of Covid-19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the 

numbers on the Live Register remain high here in Donegal with 10,826 people signing on 

the live register at the end of July 2020. 

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals are impacting planting, felling and 

road building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever-

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Kerrigan Transport Ltd welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation 

with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Kerrigan Transport Ltd with respect 

to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Kerrigan Transport Ltd supports the proposal regarding the 

power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required 

to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

In conclusion, we believe the forestry industry in Ireland has an immense amount of potential 

for creating jobs, improving economy and growing businesses especially in rural areas 

similar to ours. 

As it stands if license approval rates continue to be negatively impacted by the current 

forestry licensing legislation it will have a detrimental affect on our business, which will lead 

to job losses and a general downturn in our economy in rural Donegal creating a knock on 

affect to those indirectly linked to Kerrigan Transport Ltd. We would like to address this issue 

as soon as possible to avoid and minimise further backlog and further damage to the forestry 

sector in Ireland.  

Thank you for taking the time to read this. 

 

Kerrigan Transport Ltd. 

 

 

 

_______________________ 

Noreen Kerrigan 

Director/ secretary. 
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Frank McLoughlin Plant Hire 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I am a Plant Hire Contractor for the past 30 years based in Co. Leitrim and 90% of my work is 
forestry related. I have over the years, and still do, employ on average seven people who 
depend on this forestry work for their livelihood. 
 
Over the past number of years I have noticed that it is getting increasingly more difficult to 
get planting and felling licences due to the backlog of applications and to the number of 
appeals being lodged with FAC. This is having a detrimental effect on the forestry industry, 
as planning for the future is very difficult and as a result threatens timber supplies and the 
thousands of jobs that its businesses support. 
 
The Draft Agriculture Appeals(Amendment) Bill 2020-Public Consultation will be a step in 
the right direction, as hopefully it will speed up the process of licensing, give more clarity to 
all stakeholders and maintain and create more employment. 
 
With proper management and development the forestry industry will play an essential role 
in life and economic development, in the protection of ecosystems, soils, freshwater, 
biodiversity and genetic material, and in climate balance. 
 
 
 



Woodfab Timber Limited 
 
Good afternoon 
 
I am a Director/shareholder of Woodfab Timber Limited and welcome the draft legislation and 
encourage its implementation.  
 
We have maintained full employment throughout this pandemic which was and is not without its 
challenges. However, we as an industry now have another crisis facing us! 
 
Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes to climate 
action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically advanced timber and biofuel 
products. The industry, which is managed to the highest European standards, makes a €2.3 billion 
contribution to the Irish economy and supports 12,000 jobs. We are proud to be delivering and 
growing quality jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will 
double in size. Woodfab is a significant employer in the village of Aughrim providing employment for 
50 people with the greater forestry industry providing a further 710 jobs in Wicklow making a 
significant contribution to both direct and indirect employment and the local economy.  
 
However, the industry is at crisis point. We have no commitment of supply from late 2020. We have 
received assurance after assurance that there will be an increase in the number of felling licences 
granted by the Department but to date we are not seeing any increase in log supply. Since the 
introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and issuing of forestry 
licences have been seriously disrupted. The current system is not fit for purpose and the ability to 
operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies and procedural barriers. We 
believe that these issues can be addressed and solutions identified but action must be taken now 
before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry undermined.  
 
There are long delays to the issuing of licences caused by the FAC. At the current run rate it will take 
18 months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC. The FAC simply cannot cope with the 
workload. The changes to the legislation should help this situation. These delays are hindering 
forestry activity and damaging the industry. It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for 
purpose. The livelihoods of our 50 employees are at stake here!  
 
Kind regards 
 
Emma McCarthy | Finance Director 
Woodfab Timber Limited                     
Aughrim, Co. Wicklow, Y14 H593                                    
 



Damien O’Neill Transport 

 

To whom it may concern,  

 

The current licencing process is inadequate huge delays are being caused by the ( FAC). 

 

The FAC can't cope with the workload. 

 

It's damaging the Industry changes have to be made to ensure FAC is fit for purpose. 

 

I support proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals ( Amendment) Bill. 

 

People's livelihoods are at stake. 

 

 



26th of August 2020  
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Kieran Leydon Haulage LTD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBMISSION FROM KIERAN LEYDON HAUALGE LIMITED 

URAGH, SWANLINBAR, CO.CAVAN 

KIERANLEYDONHAULAGE@GMAIL.COM 

 

 



Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 August 2020   
 

1 | P a g e  
Kieran Leydon Haulage LTD. 

 

1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

 

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Kieran Laydon Haulage LTD is proud to be delivering and growing 

quality jobs, especially in our rural communities.  We provide 4 Jobs in County Cavan which 

are all based solely around the timber industry.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 
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2. Current crisis  

 

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted.  Our own work has been impacted 

and we have seen a drop in volumes and have been directly impacted as a business and 

employer in our region.  The current system is not fit for purpose and the ability to operate 

and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies and procedural barriers, which 

exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in County Cavan.  This is all before we feel the real impact of Brexit in the 

boarder counties and even in the currently unlikely event of a deal we may see fluctuations 

in exchange rates and diesel prices. 

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Kieran Leydon Haulage LTD welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its 

implementation with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Kieran Leydon 

Haulage LTD with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional 

recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Kieran Leydon Haulage LTD supports the proposal regarding 

the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is 

required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created 

long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and bio fuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Noel McCarthy Timberwork Ltd is proud to be delivering and growing 

quality jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will 

double in size. We provide 1395 jobs in County Cork making a significant contribution to 

both direct and indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

  

2. Current crisis 

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 
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respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in County Cork.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.  

 

3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Noel McCarthy Timberwork Ltd welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its 

implementation with additional elements. Outlined below are the views of Noel McCarthy 

Timberwork Ltd with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some 

additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  
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o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 

 

• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Noel McCarthy Timberwork Ltd supports the proposal 

regarding the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral 

hearing is required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has 

created long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  
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o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  

 

4. Conclusion  

 

In summary we, at Noel McCarthy Timberwork Ltd, believe the general public cannot 

or should not underestimate the valuable contribution managed forests make to the 

Irish economy. In rural Ireland, where much of the land can be marginal, managed 

forestry provides a stable, secure and tax free source of income. 

The small group of individuals who halt timber production cannot seem to see the 

impact their objections are having on the local and national economy. The fact that 

this small group of individuals can bring a nationwide industry to a halt is 

unacceptable in these modern times. These keyboard warriors cannot see that their 

actions are putting jobs and livelihoods at risk nationally.  

My company derives a large portion of its income from forestry. If forest productivity 

reduces or comes to a halt what do I say to my employees and sub contractors. 

Theirs, and my, only alternative is to apply for social welfare and the state pays, 

placing a further draw on the national economy.   

 

Noel McCarthy. 

Director. 
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Woodfab Timber Limited 

 
 

Good afternoon 
 

I am the Sales Manager of Woodfab Timber Limited and welcome the draft legislation and 

encourage its implementation. I have worked in the timber industry for over 30 years and the 

situation we now find ourselves in is unprecedented. I have a full order book( despite all the 

problems associated with Covid and Brexit ) but have now serious concerns over our ability 

to meet these orders due to the fact that we have no certainty in relation to log supply. We 

currently estimate we have sufficient logs for 8-12 weeks but we have NO commitment for 

supply after this. 

 

The industry is at crisis point. We have no commitment of supply from late 2020. We have 

received assurance after assurance that there will be an increase in the number of felling 

licences granted by the Department but to date we are not seeing any increase in log supply. 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously disrupted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers. We believe that these issues can be addressed and solutions 

identified but action must be taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the 

true potential of the industry undermined.  

 

There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC. At the current run rate it will take 18 

months to clear the backlog of licences with the FAC. The FAC simply cannot cope with the 

workload. The changes to the legislation should help this situation. These delays are 

hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry. Our customer relationships were built 

on the basis of supplying the material as promised. We are at risk of losing customers 

because we cannot meet the promises we made. It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it 

fit for purpose. My livelihood and the livelihoods of the team I work with are at stake here!  

 

Kind regards 

Woodfab Timber Limited  

 



Brophy Timber Services Ltd 

 
 
To whom it may concern, 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

Kind regards, 
Brophy timber services LTD 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes to climate 

action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest European 

standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and supports 12,000 jobs. Sar 

Caman Teo is proud to be delivering and growing quality jobs, especially in our rural communities. 

By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in size. We provide 5 jobs directly with over 20+ 

sub-contracted making a significant contribution to both direct and indirect employment and the local 

economy. Sar Caman Teo is a forestry consultancy and firewood company based in Clonoulty, 

Co. Tipperary. 

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate climate 

change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with important ecosystem 

services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also meaningfully improve farm 

income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme for 

Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and change. We will 

always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we note in particular that 

forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives laid out in the Programme for 

Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

*Job numbers by county: Waterford: 470 jobs; Carlow: 110 jobs; Kilkenny: 355 jobs; 

Tipperary: 740 jobs; Wicklow: 760 jobs; Cork: 1,395 jobs; Galway: 950 jobs; Laois: 420 

jobs; Leitrim: 565 jobs; Sligo: 445 jobs; Longford: 245; Kerry: 815 jobs 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Current crisis  

The forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and issuing of 

forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for purpose and the 

ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies and procedural barriers, 

which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license approvals 

are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of the necessary 

timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with respect to jobs as sawmills 

will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is resolved. The severity of the 

situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-19 is considered as unemployment 

soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register remain high here in Tipperary.   

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has caused 

significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding projects appealed but 

not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road building. Since the start of the 

year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 projects per month.  At the present rate at 

which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of 

new appeals continues to grow and is actually far greater than the rate at which they are being 

processed - leading to an ever increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled 

production of 100,000 cubic metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth 

noting that the vast majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest 

policy generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be taken 

now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry is undermined.  

 

  



3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Sar Caman Teo welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with additional 

elements. Outlined below is the views of Sar Caman Teo with respect to specific parts of the draft 

legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with respect 

to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources should be put in 

place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 days of appeals being 

lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this would 

negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant in every 

appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions and 

recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without one of the 

Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is appropriate 

to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the statutory 

timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the resources 

at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of the FAC to be of a 

specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the appropriate 

manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all appeals are decided upon 

within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should be issued 

within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe should be put in 

place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted for some housing 

developments. This additional amendment is of fundamental importance to improving 

the effectiveness of the forestry appeals  

o legislation. 

 

 

 

 

 



• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals is 

welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and brings the 

process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Sar Caman Teo supports the proposal regarding the power of the 

Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required to determine an 

appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the stated 

powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note of the 

obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to support national 

forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the employment it supports 

throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to the national economy have 

been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be given 

powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed to ensure 

all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a mechanism to object to 

national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC should 

establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a situation of 

hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new issues. If an appeal is 

upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine its backlog of existing appeals 

(and new appeals) and summarily issue the same decision on appeals of exactly the 

same type and same pertinent factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous requirements with 

regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an appeal should have grounds 

that relate to an individual licence rather than a group of licences. Evidence for 

specific appeals should be provided when lodging the appeal and the appellant should 

be required to state their specific interest in the licence that they are appealing.  

 

 

 



4. Conclusion  

 

This submission is a last resort e-mail in the hope that you can help keep our business, businesses and 

entire industry alive. Our main business is wholesale of hardwood firewood of which we produce and 

supply in vast amounts to fuel merchants throughout the country. Last year we produced and sold in 

excess of 5,000 m3 of hardwoods alone and about 1000m3 of softwoods. We also manage thousands 

of acres of forestry throughout this south Tipperary region. This is a green business with a green 

initiative towards burning carbon neutral fossil fuels to provide heat. 

 I've been dealing with the forest service constantly! Multiple times per week since as far back 

July/August 2019  in relation to felling licences I have submitted nearly 2 years now but this hasn't 

brought us any success yet. The reason I have not pushed harder and earlier is because I was still able 

to source some hardwood firewood from other companies and contractors but as far I can see now we 

are at the end of the road as there is no-one in the industry felling hardwoods due to the felling licence 

crisis. We need licences to be processed immediately no matter what it takes. We have one week left 

before our business closes leaving thousands of people without fuel for their homes and 20+ people 

without jobs. In a time when fuel is so scarce due to bogs being closed also and a time when there are 

so many out of jobs due to the pandemic the forestry sector is our only hope for both and we need 

your help now more than ever. I am asking you to please do everything in your power to help us.  

 
 



26th August 2020  

  

Draft Agricultural Appeals 
(Amendment) Bill 2020 

SUBMISSION TO PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
 

SUBMISSION MADE TO:   FORESTRYBILL2020@AGRICULTURE.GOV.IE 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
SUBMISSION FROM: 

BALCAS TIMBER LIMITED 

75 Killadeas Road, 

Enniskillen, 

Co. Fermanagh, 

Northern Ireland, 

BT94 2ES 

Phone: +44(0) 28 6632 3003 

Fax:  +44 (0) 28 6632 4082 

 



Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 August 2020   
 

 
1 | P a g e  

 

 

1. Modern Forestry in Ireland  

Modern forestry on this island is growing. It provides rural jobs, contributes to climate 

action, facilitates tourism and recreation, produces technologically advanced timber 

and biofuel products, and it makes an enormous contribution to the island’s green 

economy.  The industry supports 12,000 jobs.  By 2035, it is expected that the sector 

will double in size. 

Balcas is proud to be delivering and growing quality jobs, especially in our rural 

community.  We have invested £100 million into the business since 2000.  We 

provide over 300 jobs directly in Fermanagh with a further 300 indirectly in Donegal, 

Leitrim, Fermanagh, and Sligo making a significant contribution to employment and 

the economy.   

Balcas is based in Enniskillen, which has a population of 14,000 people. It is 

recognised as a significant employer in what is, a rural area. This area has always 

struggled to hold on to its young people as they grow up and look to pursue 

meaningful careers.  Our business can offer these young people the opportunity to 

stay in the town or county and have modern career options that suit their needs.  

Through employment we offer jobs as diverse as the people who seek employment. 

This means jobs from general operatives, to highly skilled third level graduates who 

want to be employed in their chosen field of expertise.  

Trees mitigate climate change; this cannot be argued with.  They absorb CO2 and 

they produce oxygen - any tree, will do this.  They provide habitats for wildlife along 

with important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection.  

Forestry gives farmers and landowners the opportunity to diversify with proven 

incomes; the level of diversification being totally at the farmer/ landowner’s 

discretion. Through this, the number of young people remaining on the land has 

risen with young farmers choosing to stay at home on the family farm as their income 

is much better than what they could have earned via traditional methods. 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious 

Programme for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, 

legislation and change. This industry and Balcas will always seek to engage 

positively with Government into the future and we note that in particular forestry can 

play an important role across so many of the objectives laid out in the Programme for 

Government. 

 

 

2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point and in the coming months it will tip 

into a decline that will send our island opportunity backwards for many years.  



Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 August 2020   
 

 
2 | P a g e  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing 

and issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is 

not fit for purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by 

administrative inadequacies and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in 

Europe.  

Due to the lack of licencing the first casualty will be the support infrastructure of 

planting and harvesting. These are specialist activities not performed by “large 

corporates”, but the skills, if lost will have vanished and getting them back would not 

be unlike trying to recreate a host of craft weavers to generate industrial volume of 

woven goods! In recent weeks there has been more than 1 million plants destroyed 

due to this crisis. 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling 

license approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is 

being starved of the necessary timber supplies. 1.1 million m3 are presently held up 

in appeal. This volume is akin to two Croke Park pitches side by side that are 25% 

above the height of the current stadium. Just think about that volume of solid 

material - the potential impact is severe, both financially and with respect to jobs as 

sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is resolved. 

The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live 

Register remain high here in Fermanagh  

As part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) is causing 

significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and 

road building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of 

circa 25 projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being 

processed, it will take 16 months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new 

appeals continues to grow and is actually far greater than the rate at which they are 

being processed - leading to an ever-increasing backlog. In one day in early August, 

objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic metres of timber - enough timber to 

build 5,000 homes. The lost volume will of course be imported. Our island is the 

looser. It is also worth noting that the vast majority of appeals are lodged by a small 

handful of individuals and target forest policy generally rather than any specific 

project. 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action 

must be taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true 

potential of the industry is undermined. It is no exaggeration to suggest this could be 

for a whole generation.   

 

 

 



Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 August 2020   
 

 
3 | P a g e  

 

3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Balcas welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 

additional elements. Outlined below are the views of Balcas with respect to specific 

parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

• Accountability and reporting: 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly 

report is welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC 

performs with respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. 

Sufficient resources should be put in place to ensure that FAC 

decisions are delivered within 60 days of appeals being lodged. This 

performance criterion must be measured and accounted for. 

• Structure: 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; 

this will help negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be 

a participant in every appeal. However, we would ask that there are 

several appointed “deputy chairs” that can keep the committee running 

as fast as is necessary in order to meet strict appeal timelines. 

o FAC Divisions: We welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in 

divisions and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to 

operate with an acting chairperson and be comprised of FAC board 

members only.  

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this 

is appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will 

allow the statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a 

member of the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome 

proposal.  

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals 

should be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a 

statutory timeframe should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an 

approach already adopted for some housing developments. This 

additional amendment is of fundamental importance to improving the 

effectiveness of the forestry appeals legislation. 
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• Powers  

o Payment of fees: Balcas supports the proposal regarding the 

introduction of a fee for appeals. This is welcome and a key step to 

ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and brings the process in line 

with other planning requirements.  

o Oral Hearings:  Balcas supports the proposal regarding the power of 

the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required to 

determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long 

and unnecessary delays.  

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC 

is welcome.  

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make 

note of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for 

appeals to support national forestry policy. The importance of the 

forestry sector, the employment it supports throughout this island and 

its ever-increasing contribution to the islands economy have been 

recognised by successive governments North and South.  

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should be given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient 

ground or merit.  

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further 

developed to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are 

not used as a mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

o Appeals determination and precedence: Precedent is the key factor 

to resolving this crisis within the context of reasonable resource 

allocation from the public purse. The Chairperson of the FAC should 

establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to 

examine its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and 

summarily issue the same decision on appeals of the same type and 

same pertinent factors. 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements surrounding an application to appeal; that is to say that 

an appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence 

rather than a group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be 
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provided when lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required 

to state their specific interest in the licence that they are appealing.  

 

4. Conclusion  

The current impasse is on the verge of destroying an industry that has been in 

development on this island for 100 years. The investments made by companies and 

individuals in developing an all island industry that is “world class” is collectively 

measured in £billion – this is not to mention or underappreciate the €billions invested 

by many successive governments in facilitating the creation of a sector that - 

• Supports rural jobs 

• Is critical to our island’s climate change obligations 

• Provides our agricultural community with another opportunity develop farm 

income 

• Gives opportunity to our citizens to pursue healthy outdoor activity – ultimately 

helping to save enormous money for our health services. 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Groundcontrol Ltd  is proud to be delivering and growing quality jobs, 

especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in size,  

providing 355 jobs in Co. Kilkenny making a significant contribution to both direct and 

indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

 

  

 
 
 

 

   

2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 
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purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Co.Kilkenny.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Groundcontrol Ltd welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 

additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Groundcontrol Ltd with respect to specific 

parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

● Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

● Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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● Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Groundcontrol Ltd supports the proposal regarding the power 

of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required to 

determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

● Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

 

As a rural company based in Kilkenny, Ireland, we employ 5 people in the forestry / haulage 

industry. If these issues aren’t addressed the result will be 5 jobs lost and 5 families directly 

effected. We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action 

must be taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the 

industry is undermined.  

 

 

 

 

Liam Mackey 

Director  

Groundcontrol Ltd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

26th August 2020 

 

 

Submission on the Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 

 

 

To Whom it Concerns, 

Background to Western Forestry Co-operative: 

Western Forestry Co-op has been at the forefront of forestry development in Ireland for four 

decades and is the longest established forestry Co-op in Ireland. Established in 1985 by the Dairy 

& Livestock Co-operatives in the West of Ireland, it prides itself in being close to farmers who see 

forestry as a land use either in its own right or as an enterprise to supplement farming income.  

The Co-op believes that forestry can complement farming rather than replace it by providing an 

alternative income. The Co-op objectives are to improve farm income and assist in creating 

employment in rural areas. The needs of forest owners and the advantages of forestry in rural 

communities are the foundation of Western Forestry Co-op along with the Co-op ethos of 

transparency, trust and openness.  

Western Forestry has grown in stature over the years and has encouraged farmers and other 

landowners of the economic, environmental and social worth of forestry. In the process it is 

creating a forest and wood culture in counties with the greatest potential for forestry in Ireland. 

The Co-op provides a comprehensive forest management service from initial planting to the 

harvesting and sale of timber and replanting.  We aim to foster both indigenous forest ownership 

and a generational forest culture so that the economic, social and environmental benefits of 

forestry stay in the local communities. 

Farm Forestry in the West of Ireland: 

Farm forestry is an indigenous success story. We have the natural resources, soils and climate 

that favour tree growth on land that is often marginal for some types of farming. We have world 

class manufacturing that uses wood such as Masonite and Merenda in Leitrim and world class 

Irish owned sawmills such as Crowes in Leitrim, McHale’s in Sligo, Woodfarm, ECC and Murrays 

in Galway, Balcas in Enniskillen and McHugh’s in Cavan and wood fuel suppliers McCauley’s and 

McMorrow’s in Leitrim, the capacity of which has all increased in recent years both protecting and 

creating important jobs in these rural locations. There are 100s of locally owned farm forests 

supplying these local and international outlets.  A local haulier who is also a farmer and forest 

owner (as they often are in the fabric of rural Ireland) “started hauling timber in 1993 and now has  

 

 



 

 

22 trucks and employs 40 people in a small town in a rural part of Leitrim”.  Wood Fuel markets 

are growing and indigenous supply of local wood is a very important to our rural indigenous 

businesses, a local wood fuel business stated “with regard to the future and the regions ability to 

provide sustainable biomass resources as a means to displace imported fossil fuels, last year with 

pulpwood supplied from Western Forestry Co-op forest owners in the region, we produced enough 

wood chip and firewood to displace the equivalent of approx. 1 million litres of imported home 

heating oil and it's something that we're growing each year. With biomass, we can turn approx. 

90% of revenue leaving the local economy due to imports into 90% staying from local indigenous 

produce.” This is a real success story, from home grown timber. 

Forests have a 35 year tradition of complementing farming in rural Ireland where landowners have 

grown trees on their farms and used the premiums and harvest income to invest in their beef, dairy 

or sheep enterprise or as security for buying or renting land, college fees and a valuable source of 

family income. The manual workforce in forestry are mostly part time farmers, indeed our own 

foresters and forest workers are part time farmers. Our subcontractors such as machine operators, 

planters, fencers, hauliers etc. are part time farmers. Forests complement the seasonality of farm 

work and provide vital additional income all year round in rural areas. The importance of this 

indigenous industry is vital to the rural economy. 

Farm forestry is an important indigenous industry in rural Ireland.  It is a way to keep many farmers 

on their land, of sustaining jobs in industries and of creating more jobs in manufacturing, tourism, 

bioeconomy and renewable energy.  Co-operative forestry stands for indigenous forest and land 

ownership. On the continent forests are handed from generation to generation as an investment 

for their future and selling the land diminishes this for future generations.  Forests in the West of 

Ireland can be a way of keeping land for future generations of the same family. In farming we have 

generational handover of land and we need the same in forests.  Some young people who have 

inherited land are not in a position to go in to farming full-time, but farming trees is also an option 

for them.  Western Forestry Co-op wants to see the farm forest industry to continue to prosper and 

have a sustainable forest and timber industry that continues to support jobs in this region.  This will 

only happen with a fair planning process. 

Forest sector in Ireland: 

• €2.3 billion contribution to economy 

• Forest sector employs 12,500 people, mostly rurally based. A 2010 a study showed that for 

every 100 jobs in the forestry sector an extra 70 fulltime equivalent jobs are provided in 

other sectors of the economy. 

• 4,210 people working in forestry in the Northern and Western area, the majority of which 

are in rural locations. Cavan 380, Donegal 545, Leitrim 565, Galway 950, Mayo 700, 

Monaghan 120, Roscommon 505, Sligo 445. Source: Department of Agriculture, Food and 

the Marine 

• By 2035 it is expected the output of the sector to double in size. All of this increase is to 

come from the private sector, mostly farmers. (COFORD Roundwood Production Forecast) 

• 78% of timber processed in Ireland is exported to the UK 

• There are 40,000 international truck deliveries of Irish timber products to the UK per year 

• 21,000 private forest owners in Ireland, the majority of these are farmers. 

• 83% of forest product exported to UK (€423 million) 

 

 

 



 

 

• Irish forests sequester an additional 3.6 million tonnes of CO2 each year (enough to offset 

80% of the cars on Irish roads) 

• 20 million recreational visits to forests each year 

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate climate 

change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with important ecosystem 

services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also meaningfully improve farm 

income and farm value. It is a rurally based sector with the potential to increase more locally 

based jobs and improve farm incomes and viability. 

The Issue: 

The industry is currently in crisis. Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 

2019, the processing and issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. If we cannot 

get licenses, then in effect we cannot trade and will be out of business. The current system is not 

fit for purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative and 

procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe, this is very frustrating.  

Currently our license approvals are only at 20% of what we are submitting. The potential impact is 

severe, both financially and with respect to job concerns in our own organisation and with 

subcontractors who have worked in the industry for many years, who are selling their machinery 

due to a lack of licenses, the forest sector is sadly losing very experienced capacity.  The severity 

of the situation is highlighted even further when the impact of Covid-19 is considered as 

unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register remain high.  

Farmers and landowners who undertook forestry in good faith on their lands are being impeded in 

being able to manage their lands. Western Forestry Co-op has 6 registered foresters, we submit 

applications on behalf of forest owners to plant or harvest trees on their lands. We follow the 

regulations, requirements, guidelines and terms and conditions of each scheme and once a 

license has been issued at a considerable cost to the organisation and forest owner and all 

procedures have been undertaken including Natura Impact Statements (NIS), drainage surveys, 

bird surveys, ecological surveys etc, the file is often appealed.  The forest owners ask us why? 

What was wrong with it? Why my forest? Is it a neighbour or a local person who is against me? 

What do you mean they do not know the land or are not from the area? They do not understand, 

they are the caught in the crossfire. We currently have 13 afforestation (dating back to June 2019), 

12 felling license (dating back to May 2019) and 3 forest road appeals, that is 28 license 

applications in appeals, this is a lot of work for any organisation to carry and now coupled with the 

a minimum 18 month delay to receive a new license (if screened in) under the new DAFM system, 

this is an industry in crisis, not of its own making. To further add insult to injury, if you can afford to 

pay privately for an NIS then your license application will be bumped to the top of the queue, in 

essence introducing a two tier system in forestry licensing for those who can afford to pay and 

those who cannot, this is not only anti-competitive but also seriously undermines farm forest 

owners who make up the majority of the existing 21,000 forest owners in the country. This 

undermines the Programme for Government which had a strong focus on “trees on farms”. I am 

extremely concerned for indigenous farm forestry and feel that this two tier system favours 

investment forestry at a cost to our rural farm forest owners and landowners.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Unfortunately, the majority of these appeals have been made by a small number of serial 

appellants. We recognise that people have a difference of opinion and are entitled to same, but a 

consultation process should surely afford fair process for the landowner and applicant too. That be 

a local issue, a neighbour, concern for their land etc, not national policy issues as is the case 

currently. How is this fair to the forest owner? All that is being asked is that the current forestry 

appeals process is brought in line with the planning process. Policy changes are for political 

discussion and forest owners should not be caught in the crossfire who just want to plant trees or 

manage and harvest their trees.  One forest owner in their 80s could not understand why someone 

who did not know them, live nearby or ever seen their land would or could lodge an objection, but 

unfortunately the current system allows this and we were at a loss to try to explain it. Both native 

and commercial woodlands are being objected to, there is some misinformation out there that it is 

just conifers, it is all types of trees and woodland, fact. 

At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding licenses that were appealed but not yet 

processed. Since the start of the year, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has only processed 

an average of circa 25 projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being 

processed, it will take 16 months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues 

to grow and is actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an 

ever increasing backlog.  

For example, in one day in early August, objections stalled the felling of 100,000 cubic metres of 

timber which is enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  We believe that these issues can be 

addressed, and solutions identified but action must be taken now before more jobs are lost rather 

than created and the true potential of the industry is undermined.  

Comments on Draft Legislation: 

Western Forestry Co-op welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation. 

Outlined below are our views with regard to parts of the draft legislation as well as further 

suggested amendments.  

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is welcome. A 

key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with respect to the timely 

delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources should be put in place to ensure 

that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this would negate 

current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions and 

recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without one of the 

Chairpersons and be comprised of FAC board members only.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is appropriate to 

the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the statutory timeframe of 2 

months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the resources at its 

disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of the FAC to be of a specified 

grade – this is welcome.  

 

o Resources: FAC must be adequately resourced and have the appropriate manpower to 

clear the backlog and reach a point where all appeals are decided upon within 60 days 

of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should be issued 

within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe should be put in place 

for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted for some housing developments. 

This additional amendment is of fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness 

of the forestry appeals legislation. 

 

• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals is welcome 

and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and brings the process in line 

with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Hearings: Western Forestry Co-op supports the proposal regarding the power of 

the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required to determine an 

appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the stated powers to 

issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note of the 

obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to support national 

forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the employment it supports 

throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to the national economy have been 

recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be given powers 

to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed to ensure all 

appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a mechanism to object to 

national forest policy.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC should establish a 

firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a situation of hearing repeated 

appeals that are generic and raise no new issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the 

FAC should be able to examine its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and 

summarily issue the same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same 

pertinent factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous requirements with 

regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an appeal should have grounds 

that relate to an individual licence rather than a group of licences. Evidence for specific 

appeals should be provided when lodging the appeal and the appellant should be 

required to state their specific interest in the licence that they are appealing.  

Conclusion: 

As a co-operative serving western farmers for 35 years’ we highly value co-operation and trust in 

the industry and we of course recognise and respect the differences of opinion that exist. But 

Irelands forest owners, farmers and landowners cannot be scapegoats for frustration at national 

forest policy. Forest owners also have a voice and Western Forestry Co-operative will always be a 

voice for farm forest owners and landowners.  

Western Forestry Co-op believe in partnership, we believe in working together to achieve the 

same outcomes, a sustainable forestry programme that is at the centre of National climate change 

policy. The future can be bright for forest and woodland creation, for forest owners, something 

they can be proud to be a part of. We believe there is appetite for many different types of forests 

and woodlands in future policy discussions in the new CAP and Forestry Programme, but right 

now I am very concerned for our future, for the future of forestry in this country, for farm forest 

owners, for our staff and for the many good people with many years’ experience who are all in the 

same situation.  

The proposed draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Act 2020 must be implemented for us to 

have a future. 

 

 

Yours sincerely,     

 

________________    

Marina Conway, CEO    



Goggins Transport 

 

 

Hi;  

 

On behalf of Goggins Transport I would like to express our support of the the proposed 

changes to legislation regarding the streamlining of Forest Licenses appeals detailed below  

 

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/publicconsultation/DraftAgricAppea

lsAmdmtBill2020PublicConsultationAugust2020.pdf 

 

Our reasons for supporting this are outlined below and for us are fundamentally obvious and 

clear  

 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC  

• The FAC cannot cope with the workload  

• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry  

• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose  

• People's livelihoods are at stake  

• Exporting of Timber is massive part of the overall Irish Export market which the 

Haulage Transport Industry is heavily dependant on  

For these reasons we would like to fully support these changes 

Regards  

--  

Tommy Byrne 
Director 
Goggins Transport 
Tel: +353 (0)53 9142498  
Email: bookings@gogginstransport.com  
 
Promenade Road, Dublin Port  
D03 V2F1  
Ireland  
Email: tommy.byrne@gogginstransport.com  
Mobile: +353 (0)87 2553584  
Head Office: +353 (0)1 8365873  
www.gogginstransport.com  
 

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/publicconsultation/DraftAgricAppealsAmdmtBill2020PublicConsultationAugust2020.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/publicconsultation/DraftAgricAppealsAmdmtBill2020PublicConsultationAugust2020.pdf
mailto:bookings@gogginstransport.com
mailto:tommy.byrne@gogginstransport.com
http://gogginstransport.com/


ECC Timber Products 

 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

I just a have a few simple facts: 

 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the 

Forestry Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 

3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 

4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 

5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 

Kind regards, 

Ecc timber 

 

 

 

Aiden Brennan 

Sales Executive 

ECC Timber Products, Corr na mona, Co. Galway, Ireland. 

IRL: 094 9548255 UK: 0845 3990919 W: www.ecc.ie E: aidenbrennan@ecc.ie 

 

http://www.ecc.ie/
mailto:aidenbrennan@ecc.ie


DTE Manufacturing Ltd 

 

 

My name is Larry Canavan I am a truss designer for DTE Manufacturing a Timber Frame 

Home company based in Arklow Co. Wicklow, 

I support the proposed changes to the “Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020” 

for the following reasons: 

 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 

• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 

• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

• People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 

Regards, 

 

 
DTE MANUFACTURING LTD 
 

 



 

26 August 2020  

  

Draft Agricultural Appeals 
(Amendment) Bill 2020 

SUBMISSION TO PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
 

SUBMISSION MADE TO:   FORESTRYBILL2020@AGRICULTURE.GOV.IE 

 

 

 

 

<INSERT COMPANY LOGO HERE> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBMISSION FROM  LAURENCE LEONARD PLANT HIRE  

DERRYNAMUCKA, KYLEBRACK, 

LOUGHREA CO GALWAY 

MOB. 0872030263 

EMAIL LLEONARDPLANTHIRE@YAHOO.CO.UK 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. County galway is proud to be delivering and growing quality jobs, 

especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in 

size.  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

  

 
 
 

   
At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 
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respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in County Galway.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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2. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

I Laurence Leonard welcome the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 

additional elements. Outlined below are my views  with respect to specific parts of the draft 

legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: I, Laurence Leonard supports the proposal regarding the 

power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required 

to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

 

In my opinion the above procedures proposed would greatly advance decisions being 

made on  appeals and ensure that the Industry be allowed to do as it should do. That 

is Tree felling and production of much needed timber supplies. 

 

 

 

 

Laurence Loenard  Derrynamucka, Kylebrack, Loughrea, Co Galway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Green Belt Ltd 

 

A chara,  

 

As a Forester it is essential that the FAC be reformed.  

 

I am at the cold face of this every day, FAC is not coping with it's workload resulting in 

ridiculously long delays in issuing both felling & Afforestation licenses. I continuously 

receive calls from anxious clients that I can't reassure! Their income/livelihood is uncertain.  

 

I am also responsible for many contractors who's employment and income stability is affected 

by the FAC delays.  

 

My colleagues in the Sawmills are fearful of closing due to a lack of raw material and/or 

considering importing logs. Importing logs would be disastrous on many levels.  

 

This industry needs stability and planning for a viable future! A simple yet comprehsive 

system with a transparent structure and explicit timeline would help!!!! 

 

I am in favour of this bill being passed.  

 

Kindest regards, 

Green Belt Ltd. 



DTE Manufacturing Ltd 

 

 
Hi, 

 

My name is Lorraine Fitzgerald and I am the Office Administrator in DTE Manufacturing 

Ltd. and I support the proposed changes in the “Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 

2020” due to the following reasons;- 

 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 

• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 

• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

• People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 

If I can be of further assistance, please let me know. 

 
 

DTE MANUFACTURING LTD 

 



Shannonside Homevalue 

 

 
To whom it may concern, 

 

As an owner of a large builders providers in Co Clare and as Chairman of the Associated 

Hardware buying group I am writing to you with my concerns about the current forestry 

licensing appeals process that are causing massive delays in the availability of timber for the 

construction industry. 

I strongly support the proposed changes in the bill and would like to see them as robust as 

possible to safeguard this precious commodity. Jobs depend on this. 

Thank you, 

 

 

Regards, 

Shannonside Homevalue Ennis 

Co. Clare  

 



Murray Timber Group 

 

 

Dear Sir / Madam 

I am writing to you in relation to the proposed changes to FAC Legislation. 

I support the proposed changes to the legislation. There are long delays to licences caused by 

the FAC. The FAC cannot cope with its workload and this is hindering forestry activity and 

damaging the industry. It is vital that FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. People’s 

livelihoods, mine included are at stake here.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Murray Timber Group 

 



26th August 2020  
  

Draft Agricultural Appeals 
(Amendment) Bill 2020 

SUBMISSION TO PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
 

SUBMISSION MADE TO:   FORESTRYBILL2020@AGRICULTURE.GOV.IE 

 

 

 

 

MARY LANIGAN TIMBER HAULAGE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBMISSION FROM  

 MARY LANIGAN TIMBER HAULAGE 

UNIT 4, FORESTRY BUSINESS PARK, DUBLIN RD, THOMASTOWN, CO KILKENNY 

TEL: 087 677 8336> 

EMAIL: OFFICEMARYLANIGAN@GMAIL.COM 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

 

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. MARY LANIGAN TIMBER HAULAGE is proud to be delivering and 

growing quality jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the 

sector will double in size. We provide 7 of the 355 Jobs in Co Kilkenny making a significant 

contribution to both direct and indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

  

 
 
 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 

2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  
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Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Co Kilkenny. 

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties and does not seem to be able to deal with the current workload. 

At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding projects appealed but not yet 

processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road building. Since the start of the 

year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 projects per month.  At the present 

rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 months to clear the backlog. 

However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is actually far greater than the rate 

at which they are being processed - leading to an ever increasing backlog. In one day in 

early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic metres of timber - enough timber 

to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast majority of appeals are lodged by 

a small handful of individuals and target forest policy generally rather than any specific 

project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

MARY LANIGAN TIMBER HAULAGE welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its 

implementation with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of MARY LANIGAN 

TIMBER HAULAGE with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some 

additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: MARY LANIGAN TIMBER HAULAGE supports the proposal 

regarding the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral 

hearing is required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has 

created long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

 

Here at Mary Lanigan Timber Haulage, we support the proposed changes in the Draft 

Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 due to the fact there are currently long delays to 

licences being granted and this is being caused by the FAC. It is now obvious that the FAC 

cannot cope with the current workload and this is hindering forestry activity and damaging 

the industry and therefore having an effect on our company, which is already under pressure 

due to the current Covid 19 Crisis.  This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the 

industry.  Our employees and their family’s livelihoods are at stake here and therefor it is 

vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. 

 

Mary Lanigan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



26th August 2020 
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Lar Behan  
None So Hardy (forestry) ltd 
Paulbeg, 
Shillelagh, 
Co Wicklow 
Phone: 05394-29105 
Website: www.nonesohardy.ie 
E-mail: larry@nonesohardy.ie  
 
 
None So Hardy (forestry) ltd is the largest nursery and grower of forestry plants in the Ireland, 
producing over 90% of the young plants needed to achieve the Governments afforestation targets. 
The company is 35 years in business and through its development have created and are currently 
maintaining 85 rural jobs in the south east. 
 
The nursery is the bedrock of the forest industry and through its plant supply plays a key role in 
contributing to Irelands obligations to mitigate climate change. 
Our young trees also provide valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with important 
ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection.  
     
At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point. 
 
Crisis 
The current licensing system within DAFM is not fit for purpose, filled with administrative barriers 
and procedural problems which do not exist in other European countries. 
Forestry licenses experience excessive delays in obtaining permission to plant, with many of the 
delayed decisions then being appealed without any justification, referring them to the Forestry 
Appeals Committee (FAC).  
These appeals are logged by a minority of third parties, who are objecting to forestry policy and not 
the detail of specific forestry projects. 
It will take 16 months for the FAC to clear the existing backlog of objections which are also increasing 
at an alarming rate. 
  
 
 

http://www.nonesohardy.ie/
mailto:larry@nonesohardy.ie


 
Nursery 
The current system is having a detrimental impact on the afforestation programme and our nursery. 
 
In 2017, None So Hardy nurseries pitched production in accordance with the programme for 
government afforestation target for 2020 of 8,200 hectares. 
Actual planting this year will be below 2,500 hectares, leaving millions of our young plants which 
take three years to produce, surplus to requirements. 
 
The nursery cannot withstand this level of losses and without decisive political intervention the 
nurseries will not survive. 
Not alone will this see the loss of 85 rural jobs in the south east, but it will see the end of a forest 
nursery infrastructure and culture in Ireland which has taken over 35 years to develop. 
 
This will also mean that all Government afforestation and climate action targets for the future will 
also be lost, as without the nurseries there will be no planting and no further supply of plants.     
 
Without an amendment to the current legislation, our nursery has no future. 
 
 
None So Hardy (forestry) would also support further amendments such as the Chairperson of the 
FAC to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit and not related to a specific site. 
   
The FAC should also be able to make decisions on existing and new generic type appeals. 
  
 
Conclusion 
The Governments climate action target of 8,000 hectares of afforestation annually is being 
completely compromised by the government’s own administration. 
 
Failure to address this issue to date has put at risk the 12,000 jobs currently in the industry, at a time 
when additional employment should have been created in the sector. 
 
In repeatedly missing afforestation targets, the government is failing to capture hundreds of 
thousands of tonnes of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, calculated at 8.4 tonne per hectare per 
annum. 
 
In 2020 alone, falling short by a staggering 6,000 hectares will fail to lock in 50,000 tonnes of c02, 
which would have been absorbed each year had the afforestation target been reached. 
         

 
The national interest is not being served – it’s time to act now and I am appealing to you 

to pass this legislation. 
 
          



26 August 2020  
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SUBMISSION FROM SEAN BRADY 

WOODFAB TIMBER LIMITED, AUGHRIM, CO. WICKLOW 

T : 0402 36228 F : 0402 36293 

SBRADY@WOODFABTIMBER.IE 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Woodfab Timber Limited is proud to be delivering and growing quality 

jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in 

size.  Woodfab is a significant employer in the village of Aughrim providing employment for 

50 people with the greater forestry industry providing a further 710 jobs in Wicklow making a 

significant contribution to both direct and indirect employment and the local economy.   

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 
   

2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 
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the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Wicklow.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined. We have no commitment of supply from late 2020.  We have received 

assurance after assurance that there will be an increase in the number of felling licences 

granted by the Department but to date we are not seeing any increase in log supply.   We 

are currently working through this pandemic and have maintained full employment 

throughout this pandemic which was not without its challenges.  However, we are facing 

significant job losses from the start of Quarter 3 2020 if this situation is not resolved.  We 

have sufficient logs to maintain production for the next 8 weeks but after that we have NO 

guarantee of where our logs will come from.  This is unprecedented!   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Woodfab Timber Limited welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation 

with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Woodfab Timber Limited with 

respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Woodfab Timber Limited supports the proposal regarding the 

power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required 

to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Abandon felling licences for thinning forest crops: Forest crops must be 

continuously managed. Thinning is simply part of this. The requirement for a 

felling licence for thinning should be immediately ceased so that owners can 

thin their crops and allow more biodiversity during the life of the commercial 

forest. 
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o Forest Roads: Forest roads are necessary for crop management. They are 

often necessary for fire lines and access for fire brigades in the event of forest 

fires.  Licencing requirements for forest roads should cease because delays 

and appeals here prevent proper forest management. 

 

o Abandon felling licence for windblow: The application of licences for 

windblow should be abolished.  This material is already felled and needs to 

be processed as soon as possible from both a safety point of view and to 

ensure it is still economically viable to both the supplier and the sawmill.  

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  

 

4. Conclusion  

 

Woodfab Timber Limited have cut timber on the same site in Aughrim since 1974.  We have 

a strong customer base and a very committed workforce.  We are a family run business 

providing significant employment to local people in a rural village.  We have invested almost 

€10m in the company over the last 7 years and continue to invest in new plant and 

machinery.  The current situation is putting the jobs of 50 employees at risk and the impact 

of this on the local area would be significant.  It is also creating huge uncertainty with our 

customers and causing them to seek out alternative suppliers.  We need licences to be 

issued in a timely manner.  We need appeals to be dealt with in a timely manner.  The draft 

legislation, on the assumption that the FAC will be suitably resourced, should speed up the 

work of the FAC.  I cannot understate the urgency of the need for this legislation.  Licences 

need to be issued in a timely manner to ensure our industry can continue to operate in to the 

future.   

In conclusion, I would appeal to the Government to bring forward and pass this legislation. 

 

 

 

Sean Brady – Managing Director 

Woodfab Timber Limited 

T : 0402 36228 | E : sbrady@woodfabtimber.ie  

 

 

mailto:sbrady@woodfabtimber.ie
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Glenon Brothers 

 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

My name is Michael Haulie Burke and I work for 

Glennon brother saw mill Fermoy.  

 

I write this email to support the proposed changes in the “Draft Agricultural Appeals 

(Amendment) Bill 2020” due to the following reasons;- 

 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 

• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 

• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

• People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 

 



 

26th August 2020 

 

Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020. 

 

 

 

 

None So Hardy (forestry) ltd 
Paulbeg, 
Shillelagh, 
Co Wicklow 
Phone: 05394-29105 
Website: www.nonesohardy.ie 
E-mail:  breda@nonesohardy.ie Breda Murphy 
 
 
None So Hardy (forestry) ltd is the largest nursery and grower of forestry plants in Ireland, producing 
over 90% of the young plants needed each year to achieve the Governments afforestation targets. 
The company is 35 years in business and through its development have created and are currently 
maintaining 85 rural jobs in the south east. 
 
The nursery is the bedrock of the forest industry and through its plant supply plays a key role in 
contributing to Irelands obligations to mitigate climate change. 
Our young trees also provide valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with important 
ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection.  
     
At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point. 
 

 
{Crisis} 

 
The current licensing system within DAFM is not fit for purpose, filled with administrative barriers 
and procedural problems which do not exist in other European countries. 
Forestry licenses experience excessive delays in obtaining permission to plant, with many of the 
delayed decisions then being appealed without any justification, referring them to the Forestry 
Appeals Committee (FAC).  
These appeals are logged by a minority of third parties, who are objecting to forestry policy and not 
the detail of specific forestry projects. 

http://www.nonesohardy.ie/


It will take 16 months for the FAC to clear the existing backlog of objections which are also increasing 
at an alarming rate. 
  
 
 
 

{Nursery} 
 

The current system is having a detrimental impact on the afforestation programme and our nursery. 
 
In 2017, None So Hardy nurseries pitched production in accordance with the programme for 
government afforestation target of 8,200 hectares for 2020. 
Actual planting this year will be below 2,500 hectares, leaving millions of our young plants which 
take three years to produce, surplus to requirements. 
The nursery cannot withstand this level of losses and without decisive political intervention the 
nurseries will not survive. 
Not alone will this see the loss of 85 rural jobs in the south east, but it will see the end of a forest 
nursery culture in Ireland which has taken over 35 years to develop, which cannot be replaced. 
 
This will also mean that all Government afforestation and climate action targets for the future will 
also be lost, as without the nurseries there will be no planting and no further supply of plants.     
 
Without an amendment to the current legislation, our nursery has no future. 
 
Legislation 
All proposed legislation amendments around the FAC are welcomed, particularly the introduction of 
a deputy chairperson, FAC divisional meetings, and a statutory timeframe on decisions of 60 days 
from when appeals are lodged.    
The introduction of a yearly report around the FAC performance is also welcomed. 
 
More crucially, the introduction of a fee for appeals is a key step to ensure forestry is brought in line 
with other planning systems and no longer subject to abuse.   
 
Additional 
None So Hardy (forestry) would also support further amendments such as the Chairperson of the 
FAC to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit and not related to a specific site. 
   
The FAC should also be able to make decisions on existing and new generic type appeals. 
  

{Conclusion} 
The Governments climate action target of 8,000 hectares of afforestation annually is being 
completely compromised by the governments own administration. 
  
Failure to address this issue to date has put at risk the 12,000 jobs currently in the industry, at a time 
when additional employment should have been created in the sector. 
 
In repeatedly missing afforestation targets, the government is failing to capture hundreds of 
thousands of tonnes of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, calculated at 8.4 tonne per hectare per 
annum. 
 



In 2020 alone, falling short by a staggering 6,000 hectares will fail to lock in an additional 50,000 
tonnes of c02, which would have been absorbed each year had our afforestation target been 
achieved. 
         

The national interest is not being served – it’s time to act. 
 

 
          



Sheahan’s Homevalue Hardware 

 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

I just a have a few simple facts: 

 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the 

Forestry Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 

3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 

4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 

5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Sheahan’s 

Homevalue Hardware 
Martyr's Road ,Nenagh ,Co Tipperary E45 HP70 

T: (067) 34466  

Company Reg. No. 35352 V.A.T Reg. No. IE 8Q33319i Est 1954 
 

 



Sheahan’s Homevalue Hardware 

 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

I just a have a few simple facts: 

 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 

Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 

3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 

4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 

5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 

Regards, 

 
 

Sheahan’s Homevalue 
Martyr’s Road, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary E45HP70 

T: (067) 31342 F: (067) 43530 

Company Reg. No. 35332 V.A.T Reg. No. IE 8Q33319 I  
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Sheahan’s Homevalue Hardware 

 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

I just a have a few simple facts: 

 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the 

Forestry Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 

3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 

4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 

5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 

 

Regards, 

 
 

Sheahan’s Homevalue 
Martyrs Road, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary E45 HP70 

T: (067) 31342 F: (067) 43530 

Company Reg. No. 35332 V.A.T Reg. No. IE 8Q33319 I  
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Grange Builders Providers 

 

 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

 

Grange Builders Providers as one of the biggest Builders Providers in Dublin fully support 

the Draft Agricultural Appeals ( Ammendment ) Bill 2020. We stock only home grown 

timber and supply to house builders and the RMI market all over North Dublin. We need 

sawmills to be in a position to supply us with a constant supply of timber for our customers. 

Our business will be will be severely impacted if the current situation in the FAC are not 

addressed. If this is not resolved and sawmills cannot supply us, it will impact our ability to 

supply timber to very important construction and infrastructural projects.  

 

 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the Forestry Appeals Commission 

• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 

• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

• Grange Builders Providers fully support the proposed changes 

• People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 

Kind Regards 

Grange Builders Providers 

25 Baldoyle Industrial Estate 

Baldoyle 

Dublin 13 
 



Wood Industries (Rathdrum) Limited 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

I just a have a few simple facts: 

 
1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 

Appeals committee (FAC). 
2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Wood Industries (Rathdrum) Limited 

 
 



Brophy Timber Services 

 

To whom it may concern, 

Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

I just a have a few simple facts: 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the 

Forestry Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 

3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 

4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 

5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 

6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

Kind regards 

Brophy timber services 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation, and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy, and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Mc Kelvey Harvesting LTD is proud to be delivering and growing 

quality jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will 

double in size. We provide 22 jobs in Donegal making a significant contribution to both direct 

and indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation, and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  
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2. Current crisis  

 

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Co Donegal.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever-

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Mc Kelvey Harvesting LTD welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation 

with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Mc Kelvey Harvesting LTD with 

respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Mc Kelvey Harvesting LTD supports the proposal regarding 

the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is 

required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created 

long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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Irish Forestry Unit Trust 

 

To Whom it May Concern, 

 

I am writing to make a submission on the Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 

2020. 

 

I am a young woman working in the forest industry. It is clear to me that the economic 

contribution of Forestry to our country is significant. Recent figures I have seen have placed 

the figure at €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy. The economic activity in relation 

to forestry, supports rural Ireland, as many of our forests, workers, contractors, suppliers are 

based in remote areas. I myself live in rural Co. Kerry. Working in forestry has enabled me to 

remain in rural Ireland where as many of my friends and acquaintances in other industries 

have had to move to cities or other countries to pursue a career.  

 

Forestry in this country also provides some key ecosystem services which it is not often given 

credit for. I have had the privilege to see first-hand, the plant and wildlife that Irish forests 

support. We have some of the most productive forests in Europe which means that out forests 

sequestering carbon at a fast rate. Our forests provide recreation facilities and safe spaces for 

people to walk, exercise and enjoy nature. Especially in rural areas. All in all, the industry is 

a dynamic and vibrant place to work and I am very passionate about it. I hope to be working 

in this industry for another 35 or 40 years. 

 

However for the last number of years I have become increasingly worried about my own job 

security due to the issues in relation to forestry licensing procedures and the amount of 

appeals that have been lodged. In my case, the worry is two fold as my husband works as a 

forestry contractor and his business is also suffering greatly. Usually over time things 

improve but not in this case. Felling licences and other project licences are not being 

approved at an acceptable rate. It is not unusual now to be waiting over 18 months for a 

felling licence – this is not acceptable and the industry will collapse if resources are not 

poured into getting the system working at full steam. When felling licences are issued, they 

are more often than not appealed by serial objectors and nefarious stakeholders. The Forestry 

Appeals Committee do not have the resources to deal with the scale of appeals that has been 

lodged. This results in more delay in starting operations and getting timber to market. The 

amount of appeals being made at the moment is equal to the amount of licences being 

approved.  

 

To be clear, a handful of people have brought the industry to its knees and are putting 

12,000 jobs in jeopardy. This handful of people are abusing the system. The system was 

created to give stakeholders with a genuine concern a forum to have their say. The industry is 

now at a standstill. The types of people working in the industry are not outspoken by nature. 

There are no protests, no-one marches up to the Dáil or the Minister for Agriculture, nobody 

organises campaigns to cause disruption.  

 

Because of these reasons I have outlined I am fully in support of the draft bill and I have 

further suggestions. My comments in relation to specific areas of the bill are: 

 

 

Head 3: 



A yearly report is a positive move. I hope that this will be performance focused, in particular 

with regards to decisions on appeals. 

 

Head 4: 

I fully support the draft proposal that the FAC should be able to meet in divisions as this is a 

better use of resources.  

 

However I would question the reasoning behind having a chairperson at each hearing and the 

quorum for each committee should be reduced. These standards are not necessary as the 

majority of applications are not complex in their nature. Furthermore the FAC should 

endeavour to make decisions on appeals within 28 days of an appeal being made and they 

should have the resources necessary to ensure that happens. 

 

Head 5: 

I support 100% the proposal of fees for appeals. This is imperative and will prevent 

individuals from abusing the system.  

 

I propose that appeals should only be considered where individuals have made a submission 

and where they can demonstrate that they are directly affected by the project. This will ensure 

that people with genuine concerns can submit appeals. I strongly propose that the fees should 

be in line with other fee systems such as An Bord Pleanála fee system which I think is tiered. 

I support the proposal that the chairperson can decide whether an oral hearing is necessary. 

This is often not required and in my experience it is often used by vexatious appellants to 

prolong delays. I think that the FAC should have the power also to disregard appeals that 

appear not to have sufficient, valid and specific ground of appeal. The FAC should be able to 

set a precedent in regards to existing decisions, in particular in regards to appropriate 

assessment. It is a waste of resources for the FAC to have to decide this over and over again. 

As some stage a precedent should be set to state that the Forestry divisions procedures meet 

the appropriate assessment and habitats directive requirements. 

 

To summarise, I am fully supportive of the bill to amend the Agriculture Appeals Act. 

Amending the appeals process is an important part of rectifying the damage done to the 

industry. However there needs to be a two front approach, there should be significant 

resources allocated to the backlog of forestry licences and the processes for applications. 

There are now standard operating procedures in place in the forestry division that have 

addressed the root cause of the issue. It needs to be established that those processes meet the 

requirements under the habitats directive, instead of the FAC ruling that they do on a case by 

case basis. 

 

Thanks for your time, 

 

 

 

https://www.irishtimes.com/topics/topics-7.1213540?article=true&tag_organisation=An+Bord+Plean%C3%A1la


Cranwell & Company 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

I Would like to object to the bill that is supposed to go through. The public should have the 

right to challenge forestry licences. The types of trees that are planted on our land of Ireland 

are of utmost importance. Yes we need trees but let’s do it right. 

 

This bill is not designed to do it right and therefore I object. 

 

I would like my objection noted and I would like you to explain exactly the good that will 

come from passing this bill. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

Cranwell & Company 
 

 



Tottenham Timber 

 

Dear Sir 

I am emailing you pledging my support for the upcoming forestry bill. I work for a small 

business within the forestry sector here in Ireland and between direct employees and 

subcontractors, There are over 15 people and families who all rely on the sector.  

 

Due to the current problems within the industry, it is vital that this bill is passed as otherwise 

the forest industry in Ireland will collapse. 

 

There are 10's of thousands of livelihoods at stake here and the current situation needs 

addressing IMMEDIATELY. 

 

I hereby pledge my support for the passing of this bill. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Tottenham Timber 
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1. lulanaged Forestry in lreland
Managed forestry is a fast growing, gr6en industry which provides ruraljobs, contributes
to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically
advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest
European standards and supports 12,000 jobs. PJ Hassett Timber Harvesting Ltd. is proud
to be delivering and growing quality jobs, especially in our ruralcommunities. We
provide localjobs in County Clare making a significant contribution to both direct and indirect
employment and the local economy. We started over 40 years with bare minimum
requirements of a tractor and chainsaw to fell and extract timber. We grew slowly purchasing
motorised equipment, then ln the last 18 years we have developed an evergrowing
company which has been awarded multiple long term contracts which require state of the art
machinery. We are training up family members to continue the business into the foreseeable
future.

2. Current crisis
At present, the forcstry industry is at crisis point.

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Cunenly, felling license
approvals are only at20o/o of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of
the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with
respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within weeks unless the current impasse is
resolved' The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-
19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register
remain high here in County Clare.

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has
caused signiflcant difiiculties. At present, there are a lot of outstanding projects appealed but
not yet processed - these appeals impact planting, felling and road building. The FAC has
only processed an average 25 projects per month. At this present, it willtake many months
to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is actually far
greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever increasing
backlog. lt is also worth noting that the vast majority of appeals are lodged by a small
handful of individuals and target forest policy generally rather than any specific project.

PJ Hassett Timber Harvesting Ltd.
llPage
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we believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be
taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry
is undermined.

2lPaS*
PJ Hassett Timber Harvesting Ltd.
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation
PJ Hassett Timber Harvesting Ltd. welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its
implementation with additionalelements. Outlined below ls the views of PJ Hassett Timber
Harvesting Ltd with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional
recommendations.

. Head 3:

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is
welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with
respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources
should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60
days of appeals being lodged.

o Head4:

Ghairpercon: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this
would negate cunent dfficulties vyhere the Chairpercon must be a participant
in every appeal.

FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions
and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without
one of the chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.

Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is
appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the
statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.

Griteria for FAC lf,embership: The FAC will be able to tully utilise the
resour@s at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of
the FAC to be of a specified grade - this is a welcome proposal.

Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the
appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all
appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.

Timeframe for Appeale: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should
be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged - a statutory timeframe
should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted
for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of
fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals
legislation.

PJ Hassett Timber Harvesting Ltd.
3lF;xge
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r Head 5

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals
is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and
brings the process in line with other planning requirements.

o Oral Headings: PJ Hassett Timber Harvesting Ltd. supports the proposal
regarding the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral
hearing is required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has
created long and unnecessary delays.

o lWnisterial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the
stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations forthe FAC is
welcome.

o Additional ileasures to those contained in the draft legislation:

o National forestry pollcy: Terms of reference forthe FAC should make note
of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to
support nationalforestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the
employment it supports throughout lreland has been recognised by
successive govemments.

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be
given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.

o Site specific appeale: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed
to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a
mechanism to object to nationalforest policy.

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC
should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a
situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new
issues. lf an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine
its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the
same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent
factors.

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorou$
requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an
appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a
group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when
lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific
interest in the licence that they are appealing.

PJ Hassett Timber Harvesting Ltd.
4lPage
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4. Gonclusion

PJ Hassett Timber Harvesting Ltd. were awarded long term contracts and purchased
modem machinery on finance to fulfil these contracts, however we are now facing a situation
where we cannot meet our finical commitments. This will result in the layoff of staff, long-
term debt and possible repossession of machinery if not resolved.

This crisis willalso have a long-term effect on the local community, dieseland oilsuppliers,
fitter's, depots

To conclude, PJ HassettTimber Harvesting Ltd. welcomes the draft legislation and
encourages its implementation

Date

?-b /"/ro:o

P.J. Hassett, Managing Director

Mary Hassett, Dire

PJ Hassett Timber Harvesting Ltd.

5lPmg*



 26th August 2020  

  

Draft Agricultural Appeals 
(Amendment) Bill 2020 

SUBMISSION TO PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
 

SUBMISSION MADE TO:   FORESTRYBILL2020@AGRICULTURE.GOV.IE 

 

 

 

 

Amber Forestry Ltd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBMISSION FROM: AMBER FORESTRY LTD – DZINTARS LUKASEVICS 

10 ROSSVALE COURT  

MOUNTMELLICK ROAD  

PORTLAOISE, CO. LAOIS  

EMAIL: DZINTARSLUKASEVICS@GMAIL.COM 

 

 



Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 August 2020   
 

1 | P a g e  
 
Amber Forestry  

 

1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, returns a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs many rural based. Amber Forestry is proud to be delivering and 

growing quality jobs with its ongoing involvement in the state and Private forest sector. It is 

also vital to point out that our role in Forest establishment in these rural areas also ensures 

future timber supply and their associated job creation in their communities. By 2035, it is 

expected that the sector will double in size. We currently provide 5 jobs in County Laois thus 

making a significant contribution to both direct and indirect employment and the local 

economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green 

jobs. Currently in County Laois where we are based there is according to recent statistics 

some 420 people employed in the Forestry and Timber sector 
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Amber Forestry  

2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point. Never have I seen it like this and it appears 

to be getting worse and this is of real concern to myself and my employees.   

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Laois.   

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Amber Forestry welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 

additional elements. Outlined below is the views of my company, Amber Forestry with 

respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Amber Forestry supports the proposal regarding the power of 

the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required to 

determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

 

Our company is based in County Laois but we also undertake work in the adjacent counties.  

I employ 5 staff.  My business which is focused fully on Forest establishment supports many 

other sectors of the local area  

• Fuel shops for my vans and my Brush cutters / Chainsaws 

• Repair garages for my Van fleet  

• Repair shops for my machine fleet. 

• Repair shops for my Quads.  

The Forest sector is currently not only supporting my staff but also all our families . Our 

Children are in the local schools and are settled here as part of the Irish fabric.  

The current crisis is deeply worrying to me and as the Licencing delays get worse I fear it will 

soon begin to really affect me in the downstream establishment sector. While I would like to 

expand and invest in new machinery I cannot have confidence just now .  

As such I would ask that everything is done to  uphold these changes and to get the forest 

sector back on a strong footing once more.  

 

Signed :   Dzintars Lukasevics  

 Owner – Amber Forestry  

 

 



Michael O’ Connor Plant Hire 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

My name is Michael O Connor and I am a small business owner. I specialise in forestry works. I have 

worked in forestry since I was a teenager. I set up my own contracting business in 2004 when I was 

22 and I have been working almost exclusively in forestry since then. I have seen forestry go from 

strength to strength in that time and the standard of work is very high compared to that of other 

industries. The regulations we must work to, particularly in regards to water, habitat protection and 

the wider environment are second to none. I take a lot of pride in my work and I am thrilled that I 

have been able to grow my business while doing work that I love. I am based in South Co. Kerry in a 

rural area and forestry is my main source of work. The people I employ are also based rurally. My 

business contributes a lot of money to the local economy every year. 

Over the last year or so I have seen a serious reduction in work due to the ongoing crisis around 

license and appeals in the forestry industry. The foresters that I do work for are telling me that they 

will have very little work for next year due to lack of licences and appeals. I understand from 

speaking to the foresters that I work for that there are many appeals being made against the felling 

licences which means that timber cannot be brought to market. This means that there is no need for 

my work as I am involved in repairing roads and replanting. I also understand that the majority of the 

appeals are being made by very few people. The people who are making the appeals are often living 

hours away from the forests that they are appealing. To me, this seems like the system is being 

misused. It is totally unreasonable that so few people can make so many people suffer.  

My household depends totally on forestry as my wife is also employed in the sector. I am getting 

very worried that I won’t be able to fulfil my business payments and that my wife and I won’t be able 

to make ends meet if things don’t get better very soon.  

I was therefore relieved when I heard that there are changes to the appeals bill being proposed. I 

support the proposed changes totally. In particular, I see that one of the amendments that are being 

proposed is that there will be a fee introduced if people want to make an appeal. I am completely in 

favor of that. If one or two people want to stop work in an industry they should have to pay a fee to 

do so. If I want to appeal my neighbours building a shed I would have to pay. Forestry appeals should 

be no different. This will be a positive thing and I think It will help the industry get back on its feet 

again. 

 

 



WFSO 

 

I support the upcoming bill as it will help my colleagues in the forestry sector. 

 

 

WFSO 



XCut Logging Ltd 
 
Hello, my name is Mark Curtis and I manage  a small forest contract outfit which complies of 
a harvester and forwarder and employs 3 people , This represents an investment in the 
most modern machinery from John Deere forestry that we can get in order to remain 
compliant in all areas of our work , at a cost to the company of nearly €800,000 plus VAT .. 
I’ve been working in forestry for nearly 30 yrs and now that is in danger because of this 
needless backlog in issuing felling licences and planting and roadworks .. the industry is 
being held to ransom by a few that just throw out unfounded theories that they just pull out 
of the air in order to stop both the planting and cutting of Sitka spruce .. one of their 
arguments not to plant is that there is no bio diversity in a Sitka plantation and then on the 
other hand they object to felling because of damage to natural habitat .. both these 
arguments contradict each other .. In short this mess has to be sorted very quickly or the 
industry will be brought to a halt and 12000 plus people will be seeking unemployment.. .. 
thank you for taking the time to read this and hopefully you can get this issue resolved soon. 
 
Kind regards 
XCut Logging Ltd 
 


