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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Larke & Davis Ltd is proud to be delivering and growing quality jobs, 

especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in 

size. We provide numerous jobs making a significant contribution to both direct and indirect 

employment and the local economy for over 22 years.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

*Job numbers by county: Waterford: 470 jobs; Carlow: 110 jobs; Kilkenny: 355 jobs; 

Tipperary: 740 jobs; Wicklow: 760 jobs; Cork: 1,395 jobs; Galway: 950 jobs; Laois: 420 

jobs; Leitrim: 565 jobs; Sligo: 445 jobs; Longford: 245; Kerry: 815 jobs 

  

 
 
 

 

   

2. Current crisis  
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At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point. The huge investment made by Mills and 

contractors alike leave our businesses open to failure under the currant guidelines. 

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Co.Mayo.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Larke & Davis welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 

additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Larke & Davis with respect to specific 

parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Larke & Davis supports the proposal regarding the power of 

the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required to 

determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

 

It is incredible to think that in a country that grows trees faster than any other in 

Europe we are one of the most underplanted with slightly over 10% when the 

European average is 34% and when it should be of the utmost importance to put a 

very aggressive planting programme in place we seem intent on doing the opposite, 

when a sustainable harvesting programme should be underway as per good 

silvicultural practices we are hogtied by bad guidelines and watch a generation of 

trees either rot into the ground or not reach their full potential due to not being able to 

thin in time, all this is not even taking into account the job losses and huge economic 

effect even though it is one of the only industries that is not overly affected by the 

Covid 19 pandemic I would implore the powers that be to put a system in place that 

allows the planting and harvesting of timber in the forests of Ireland to continue 

unhindered by serial objectors who seem hellbent on creating nothing only mayhem.  

With over 35 years in forestry it never ceases to amaze me how underutilised our 

country is from a forestry perspective and how we should be the envy of every other 

country. Act now before its too late. 

 

Tony Davis (Director) 

0862526193 

Email:timbertony@gmail.com 

Larke & Davis Timber Ltd (est.1998) 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. GP Jordan Plant Hire LTD is proud to be delivering and growing 

quality jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will 

double in size. We, as a company, provide 20 jobs in County Wexford making a significant 

contribution to both direct and indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

  

 
 
 

 

   

2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 
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purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in County Wexford.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

GP Jordan Plant Hire LTD welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation 

with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of GP Jordan Plant Hire LTD with 

respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: GP Jordan Plant Hire LTD supports the proposal regarding 

the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is 

required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created 

long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

 

We are a forestry establishment company and if felling licenses are not issued for 

harvesting timber we will be without any form of work within months. Given the 

current economic impact of the ongoing Covid-19 crisis, it would seem far more 

sensical to enable and nourish employment rather than hinder it. 

GP JORDAN PLANT HIRE LTD 

DIRECTOR: GER JORDAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Minister Pippa Hackett,  
 
As a Councillor for Galway City I have seen the positive impact public submissions and appeals have 
had in ensuring good practice of implementing environmental law is followed. 
 
I would recommend completely scrapping this bill. It is not the right approach. It is not the right 
priority. The consultation has been completely subpar. 
 
There is no amending this bill to make it work. It's goals are unacceptable and I hope you will stop 
it's progress. 
 
Is Mise Le Meas, 
Councillor Owen Hanley 
 



Green Party, Cllr Barry Mc Kee  

 

Minister Hackett, 

 

Please extend the consultation, it has not been in anyway adequate, especially in a time of 

pandemic.  

I explore you to make reforming the forestry program in Ireland your priority and focus, not 

this flawed and dangerous bill.  

The Green Party is built on grassroots democracy, so please demonstrate this by not imposing 

appeal fees and restricting the rights of appeal.  

Please address the problems with the decision making imbedded in the system and there will 

not need to be so many appeals. To stifle the right of appeal, is undemocratic and is playing 

to the tune of your blue-shirt coalition partners. 

So soon into your role as Minister, take the time to ask yourself, why you must rush into 

passing this bill when so many are calling for you to change your mind. 

Be remembered for helping the right tree to be planted, in the right place, not a monoculture 

of silks spruce in all the wrong places. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Cllr Barry McKee  

Green Party Councillor & Party Group Leader  
Bangor West DEA 

 



20th August 2020 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Knocknagad Haulage Ltd is proud to be delivering and growing quality 

jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in 

size. We provide 4 jobs in County Laois making a significant contribution to both direct and 

indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.   
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2. Current crisis  

 

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in County Laois. 

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Knocknagad Haulage Ltd welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation 

with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Knocknagad Haulage Ltd with 

respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Knocknagad Haulage Ltd supports the proposal regarding 

the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is 

required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created 

long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

 

Just to sumerize,unless the Forestry Industry can get access to the Licences that are 

required in a timely manner to fulfil our Forestry Services,it will have a devastating effect on 

jobs here in Laois and across the Country. 

It will cause a Chain Reaction 

No Timber to harvest 

Less machines required 

Less staff required to drive machines 

Less Tax for Revenue 

More staff on the Dole,putting extra burden on Social Welfare.  

So a total disaster ready to happen if someone does not get a grip and do something about 

it 

Its not rocket science. 

 

 

John Lalor Owner/Director 

John Lalor (Jnr) Employee 

Joyce Lalor Transport Manager 

Sylvia Lalor Stotesbury Secretary 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. J & t Lalor Timber Harvesting Ltd is proud to be delivering and 

growing quality jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the 

sector will double in size. We provide 8 jobs in County Laois making a significant contribution 

to both direct and indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.   
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2. Current crisis  

 

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in County Laois. 

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

J & T Lalor Timber Harvesting Ltd welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its 

implementation with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of J & T Lalor Timber 

Harvesting Ltd with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional 

recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: J & T Lalor Timber Harvesting Ltd supports the proposal 

regarding the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral 

hearing is required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has 

created long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

 

Just to sumerize,unless the Forestry Industry can get access to the Licences that are 

required in a timely manner to fulfil our Forestry Services,it will have a devastating effect on 

jobs here in Laois and across the Country. 

It will cause a Chain Reaction 

No Timber to harvest 

Less machines required 

Less staff required to drive machines 

Less Tax for Revenue 

More staff on the Dole,putting extra burden on Social Welfare.  

So a total disaster ready to happen if someone does not get a grip and do something about 

it 

Its not rocket science. 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. RM Forestry Ltd is proud to be delivering and growing quality jobs, 

especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in 

size. We provide 950 jobs in Co. Galway making a significant contribution to both direct and 

indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs. 

  

 
 
 

 

   

2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  
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There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Co. Galway.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

4. RM Forestry Ltd welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 

additional elements. Outlined below is the views of RM Forestry Ltd with respect to 

specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  
 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: RM Forestry Ltd supports the proposal regarding the power 

of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required to 

determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

We at RM Forestry Ltd understand the need for an appeals process where objections can be 

made, but there should be a reasonable time frame along with parameters for which 

objections can be lodged and processed 

 

Regards Richard Mullaney 

Director RM Forestry Ltd. 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Since the inception of the State various leaders of our Country have seen the value of 

commercial forestry both to the local and national economy. Ireland is ideally suited to grow 

commercial forestry because of our climate and an annual growth rate which is four times 

that of Norway for example. Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which 

provides rural jobs, contributes to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and 

produces technologically advanced timber and biofuel products. We have a large base of 

professional people who are good at what they do and who have competed internationally 

now for many years. The industry, which is managed to the highest European standards, 

makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and supports 12,000 jobs. Coolrain 

Sawmills Ltd is proud to be delivering and growing quality jobs, especially in our rural 

communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in size. We ourselves 

provide 140 jobs in County Laois, 70 directly and 70 on a contract basis making a significant 

contribution to both direct and indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

The midlands have been decimated with the closure of peat-fuelled power stations. This is a 

successful business sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs. It is 

hard to understand why it is being treated shamefully by a plethora of commentators. 

 

*Job numbers by county: Waterford: 470 jobs; Carlow: 110 jobs; Kilkenny: 355 jobs; 

Tipperary: 740 jobs; Wicklow: 760 jobs; Cork: 1,395 jobs; Galway: 950 jobs; Laois: 420 

jobs; Leitrim: 565 jobs; Sligo: 445 jobs; Longford: 245; Kerry: 815 jobs 
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2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Laois. 

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Coolrain Sawmills Ltd welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 

additional elements. Outlined below are the views of Coolrain Sawmills Ltd with respect to 

specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Coolrain Sawmills Ltd supports the proposal regarding the 

power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required 

to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Abandon felling licences for thinning forest crops. Forest crops must be 

continuously managed. Thinning is simply part of this. However, for some 

reason somebody has insisted on felling licences for thinning. This 

requirement should be immediately ceased so that owners can thin their 

crops to open up the crop and thus allow more biodiversity during the life of 

the commercial forest. 

 

o Forest Roads; Forest roads are necessary for crop management. They are 

often necessary for fire lines and access for fire brigades in the event of forest 

fires (something that is happening more regularly). Licencing requirements for 

forest roads should cease because delays and appeals here prevent proper 

forest management and can be a health and safety impediment if access to 

remote areas is not possible. 

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  
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o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  

 

4. Conclusion  

 

In conclusion, I would appeal to the Government to bring forward and pass this 

legislation. I have worked hard at this business since I was twenty-three years old. We 

survived and grew during the recession with the help of a dedicated workforce, 

reinvested and are very competitive both domestically and in the UK. It has been very 

difficult over the recent period to watch the serious deterioration in log supply, which has 

already resulted in increased log costs in the middle of a pandemic. This is not an easy 

business but it is one in which I have invested a lifetimes’ work and one which has grown 

to be a success both here locally in Co Laois and also internationally. As a country, we 

plant almost 40% hardwoods, which are of no commercial value but which the industry 

accepts from a biodiversity viewpoint, but what we cannot accept is a complete wipe out 

of our industry. Commercial forestry supplies the raw material to food and pharma 

pallets. It supplies the timber for our houses. However to some commentators it appears 

to be a nuisance and alien and of no value. I would ask the decision makers to think of 

the vision and hard work, which has gone before, and to fully endorse this legislation and 

the additional measures requested. 

 

Declan Hutchinson. 

Owner, Coolrain Sawmills Ltd. Mobile 0872559571. 
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13th July 2020. 
 
 

Submission to the Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 
 

In making this submission to the draft bill, we are focusing on Forest Management Certification and the 

benefits it will deliver for climate change, water & soil quality, biodiversity and stakeholder consultation.  

Forest Management Certification is almost identical to Fair Trade Coffee Certification.   

Our company became the first private sector management company in Ireland to secure Forest Management 

Certification to FSC and PEFC status in 2019.  Forest Management Certification delivers enhanced 

environmental performance from forests and increased public/stakeholder engagement.   

At present, much of our private forest estate in Ireland is uncertified, less than 5%.    

Forest Management Certification is an international accreditation that forests are managed sustainably.  

There are two internationally recognised standards, FSC and PEFC.  Sustainably managed forests sequester 

more Carbon. 

Amongst other things, Forest Management Certification requires the development and implementation of a 

professional forest management plan.  The plan details actions to protect soil and water quality.  It also 

accurately measures and details the existing biodiversity in the forest and provides measures to increase the 

biodiversity over time.   

The upfront costs of preparing the Forest Management Plan is a serious obstacle to the development of 

Forest Management Certification amongst Private owners.  This needs to be addressed. 

We submit that Forest Management Certification must be considered in conjunction with this Bill and the 

following must be included in the Climate action bill with a plan to enact in the immediate term. 

1. The progression and development of Forest Management Certification in the private sector requires the 

immediate introduction of Measure 11 of the Mid Term Review of the forestry programme.  This 

primer will result in privately owned forests becoming certified with win wins for stakeholder 

engagement, biodiversity, climate change, water quality and market access.  The measure is attached 

to this submission for your attention. 

2. The minimum requirement must be the threshold determined by the Department of Agriculture, Food 

and the Marine in 2018 – “the “sector needs to aim for certification of at least 40% of all private 

timber by 2024, increasing to 55% by 2035”. 

3. Public timber procure policies must demand timber certified to FSC and PEFC standards. 

 

 

Tel:  056 7702242 

Email:  info@forestryservices.ie  

Website:  www.forestryservices.ie 

 www.Ashdieback.Ie 
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Including Forest Management Certification in both this Bill and the Climate Action Bill will directly address the 
following measures in the programme for Government; 

 

• Actively promote and support farm forestry/rewilding options that do not impact on agricultural 

production and support biodiversity and habitat creation.  

• Promote close to nature-continuous cover forestry systems to ultimately create permanent biodiverse 

forests containing trees of all ages.  

• Promote planting of ‘protection forests’ along rivers and lakes to protect water quality and assist in 

managing flood risks.  

• Continue to uphold the objectives of the Forest Consent System, the Bird and Habitats Directive, the 

catchment management approach of the Water Framework Directive and the Forest Law and 

Enforcement Governance Trade regulation (FLEGT).  

 

 

 

 

Including Forest Management Certification in the Climate Action Bill will directly address the following 

measures identified in the Climate Action Plan 2019 Annex of Actions 

• Action 115 – Identify options and appropriate instruments to address barriers to increase in 

afforestation rates 

• Action 116 – Progress the measures introduced under the governments Mid Term Review of the 

Forestry Programme 2014 – 2020 

• Action 118 – Ensure that forests and wood are incorporated into relevant DAFM policies and initiatives 

– removing barriers and disincentives and exploiting opportunities.  Review TAMS scheme to ensure 

timber specifications reflect current best practiceAction 128 – Monitor expected indigenous biomass 

supply chains from materials which include forest thinning and sawmill residue.  Recognise potential 

disruptions to supply over time. 

Support implementation and enforcement of biomass sustainability criteria.  Support the 

development of a certification scheme for solid and gaseous biomass supply for Ireland.   

 

Forest Management Certification is founded on the 3 pillars of sustainability, Social, Environment and 

Economic.  This can be a significant contributor to the future of the forestry sector and this Bill must take this 

into consideration. 
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Detail and Backround on Forest Management Certification  

 “Globally forest plantations supply over a third of the worlds timber while occupying only 7% of the land area.  

They play a vital role in the supply of forest products from sustainable sources, substituting timber from 

tropical forests assist to halt the rate of deforestation, so it is important for society to utilise sustainably 

produced forest products which are identified by FSC and PEFC certification” Forestry and Climate change 

mitigation:  the role of Sitka spruce and how its continued improvement will play a key role in climate change 

mitigation – Teagasc July 2020, Niall Farrelly and Ronan Cashell. 

 

Forest certification is a voluntary process used by forestry owners to reassure consumers that the 

wood and wood products they buy comes from sustainably managed forests. Certification 

independently assesses forest management planning and practices against a sustainable forestry 

management standard. DAFM 2018 

 

Proctor & Gamble – one of the worlds largest consumer products companies – has committed to 

increase its use of FSC and PEFC certified fibre from 40% to 75% by 2025 for its Charmin, Bounty 

and Puffs branded family care products 

 

Actively and sustainably managed forests sequester more carbon than those left to their own devices.  

The latest forecast by the UN FAO predicts global demand for timber to treble by 2050.  This will 

inevitably result in still more pressure on the worlds more vulnerable forests so forest certification 

will be increasingly important as a means of safeguarding them -  PEFC 2020 

 

 

It is well known that forests play a key role in our battle against climate change; storing carbon while 

sucking in carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and locking in into their biomass – Sir David 

Attenborough, UN Environment Programme. 

 

“forestry has to become an integrated part of farming – it can’t be forestry or farming” Minister for 

Agriculture Dara Calleary, July 2020. 

 

“This is the most unique opportunity that has presented itself in the past 20 years to engrain forestry 

into mainstream agriculture whilst delivering on climate change, biodiversity and sustainability 

targets” Tadhg Dooley, General Manager, Forestry Services Ltd in a submission to Bord Bia 

regarding the proposed Farm Sustainability Programme. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vat No. 6382480F    Directors: Paddy Bruton, Siobhan Kavanagh 

                                                         

 

 

 



Submission to Minister of State for Forestry Pippa Hackett, TD 

COFORD recommendations in relation to the DAFM felling licensing system 

These recommendations have been drafted by the COFORD Roundwood Forecasting and 

Wood Mobilisation Working Group, and are submitted by the Council for consideration by 

the Minister for Forestry at the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  

 

Recommendation 

cluster 

Recommendation 

1. Project Plan for 

Processing of 

Forestry 

Licences 

i. DAFM needs to be adequately resourced to meet the milestones envisaged in 

the Project Plan for Processing of Forestry Licences. In determining the 

resources required, it is recommended that revised forecast projections be 

undertaken on the milestones envisaged in the Project Plan for Processing of 

Forestry Licences and that the likely increase in the numbers of licence 

applications as forecasted in the COFORD Roundwood Production Forecast are 

built into this Project Plan as well as the increase in afforestation and roading 

licence applications to achieve current targets. 

ii. Sectoral representation to be included on the Project Governance and 

Management Structure board in order to provide an effective forum for 

meaningful industry input to the project plan and process.  

iii. Process and throughput statistics are required to ensure the KPIs outlined in the 

project plan are met. The COFORD Roundwood Forecasting and Wood 

Mobilisation Working Group has prepared a list of such statistics which can be 

provided upon request. 

iv. The development of a transparent licence processing system, with specified 

timelines, is urgently required to give clarity to applicants where their 

application is in the system and when a decision on it is due to be made. The  

‘objective of the Minister to ensure that every application under section 17 for a 

licence (a “felling licence application”) is determined within a period of 4 months 

beginning on the date of receipt by the Minister of the application1’ should be 

reaffirmed as the target timeline. (1 Forestry Act 2014 Section 18(1).). A process 

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/2014/en/act/pub/0031/sec0017.html#sec17


to ensure that no applicant has to wait longer than a specific time period needs 

to be established. 

v. The proposed method of prioritisation of licence applications for processing 

within Tranches needs to be revised and based on the chronological order in 

which the licence application has been received by DAFM. The development of 

a Customer Service Charter as recommended in the Mackinnon Report 

(November 2019) should be prioritised. 

2. Appropriate 

Assessment 

Screening 

Process, 

associated rules 

and thresholds 

i. With the support of outside expertise, review the current AA Screening Process, 

associated rules and thresholds. The review should seek to identify an efficient 

approach to screening that takes into account available scientific evidence, and 

identifies and progresses any relevant new scientific evidence, particularly 

pertaining to hydrological connectivity and bird nesting habitats. In particular, 

the 15 km radius ‘likely zone of impact’ employed by DAFM for Appropriate 

Assessment screening for forestry licences should be re-assessed and the radius 

employed for such AA screening tailored to the size and nature of individual 

forestry applications. 

ii. Introduce financial support for applicants who are requested or advised to 

complete a NIS. 

iii. The interpretation of some recent rulings (ECJ) should be reviewed by DAFM 

regarding Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and the ruling on ‘best practice 

measures’ as against standard mandatory legally required measures included in 

Felling Licence conditions. 

3. Forestry 

Appeals 

Committee 

i. The FAC needs to clear the present backlog in the next six months and process 

any new appeals within two months. To do this, the rate of processing appeals 

must increase to circa 100 per month. 

ii. Statutory changes are required to the Agriculture Appeals Act 2001 to establish 

a fee structure which is comparable with the planning process in Ireland. 

iii. Statutory changes are required to the Agriculture Appeals Act 2001 to establish 

more comprehensive criteria that enable the Chairperson to assess the validity 

of an appeal. 



iv. Statutory changes are required to the Agriculture Appeals Act 2001 to allow 

multiple Chairpersons to be appointed, to allow more that more than one 

Committee to convene at any one time. 

4. Amending the 

statutory 

licensing 

provisions 

i. Examine how new exemptions can be introduced to the Forestry Act for those 

activities that do not present a significant landscape change and present a low 

risk from an environmental perspective. 

 

 

Council for Forest Research and Development - COFORD 

14 August 2020 



Forde Plant Hire LTD 

To whom it concerns, 

Since the introduction of the new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the issuing of forestry 

licences has been impacted severely. 

We are a very small company with only 4-5 employees and because of the objections to felling 

licences our work has been severely impacted this year and looks very bleak for 2021. 

We also work in afforestation sector which is now virtually non-existent due to objections to new 

ground being planted. 

It would be very difficult for our company to diversify because of the type of machinery and 

equipment we use. 

Like all small companies we have bills, bank loans, insurance, wages etc. Our children are going to 

local schools, participate in local events and sports and we are investing our money in the locality. 

I, like all the contractors and employees in the forestry sector, am appealing for the bill to be 

amended to stop further redundancies in the forestry industry. 

Yours, 

Company Director 



FII Submission document in relation to the draft Bill Amending the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 
 
Received from  

• Maurice Browne Forestry Ltd 

• Seamus Delahunty 
 
Purpose of FII members and forestry industry: 

• To provide rural jobs; 

• Forestry has the potential to contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate climate change; 

• Forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives laid out in the 
Programme for Government. 

 
Sets out current crisis; 

• Impacts of new forestry licensing procedures; 

• Administrative inadequacies and procedural barriers that do not exist elsewhere in Europe; 

• Felling licences are at 20% of required rate, starving timber supplies; 

• Serve impact of lack of timber supply on sawmills – threatens jobs; 

• FAC – backlogs, rate of clearance of appeals, greater rate of appeals received; 

• Appeals received in one day against felling licences that would supply timber for 5,000 
homes; 

• Vast majority of appeals lodged by a small number of individuals targeting policy rather than 
specific projects. 

 
Comments on Draft Head; 
Generally, agree with provisions of Bill. 

• Annual report of FAC welcome; ensure resources in place to enable delivery of decisions on 
appeals by the FAC within 60 days of receipt; 

• Deputy chairperson, meeting in divisions [of FAC]; membership and resource provisions all 
welcome; 

• Provisions for fees; oral hearings and Ministerial directives all welcome; 

• Importance of forestry industry has been recognised by successive governments and must 
be supported by the FAC; 

• Appeals without sufficient grounds should be rejected by the FAC; 

• Appeals should relate the site specifics and not to national forest policy; 

• Chair should be able to set precedence to avoid hearing repeated appeals that are generic 
and raise no new issues; 

• Appellant should be required to state their specific interest in the licence that they are 
appealing. 

 
 



 

23rd August 2020  

  

      

      
 

SUBMISSION MADE TO:   FORESTRYBILL2020@AGRICULTURE.GOV.IE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBMISSION FROM: MAURICE BROWNE FORESTRY LTD 

SCARTAGLIN, KILLARNEY, CO. KERRY 

087-6737490 

MAURICEBROWNEFORESTRYLTD@GMAIL.COM 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  
Maurice Browne Forestry Ltd is proud to be delivering and growing quality jobs, especially in 

our rural communities for the past 33 years. We began manually harvesting timber back in 

1989 with 16 employees. We have built up our business over the years with the introduction 

of mechanical harvesting. Our small business has provided an income and ensured that we 

were able to raise and educate our children. We have maintained our business and the 

economy by keeping up to date with eco-friendly technological advancements by updating 

our machinery every 3 to 4 years. By 2035, it is expected that the forestry sector will double 

in size. Forestry provides 815 jobs in county Kerry making a significant contribution to both 

direct and indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

 

2. Current crisis  
At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 
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the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in county Kerry.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 
Maurice Browne Forestry Ltd welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its 

implementation with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Maurice Browne 

Forestry Ltd with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional 

recommendations.  

 

● Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

● Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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● Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Maurice Browne Forestry Ltd supports the proposal 

regarding the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral 

hearing is required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has 

created long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

● Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  

 

4. Conclusion  
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In conclusion, it is obvious that our business has been contributing to the local economy 

here for many years. We provide business to the small local petrol station in our village, to 

the local motor factors, oil companies, haulage companies and hydraulic businesses to 

name but a few. We would be extremely appreciative if you would look kindly on our appeal 

and try to rectify and improve the current crisis to ensure that we maintain our business.  

Signed: 

 

 

Maurice Browne   

Company Owner/Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



23rd August 2020  

  

Draft Agricultural Appeals 
(Amendment) Bill 2020 

SUBMISSION TO PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
 

SUBMISSION MADE TO:   FORESTRYBILL2020@AGRICULTURE.GOV.IE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBMISSION FROM: MAURICE BROWNE FORESTRY LTD 

SCARTAGLIN, KILLARNEY, CO. KERRY 

087-6737490 

MAURICEBROWNEFORESTRYLTD@GMAIL.COM 
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Maurice Browne Forestry Ltd is proud to be delivering and growing quality jobs, especially in 

our rural communities for the past 33 years. We began manually harvesting timber back in 

1989 with 16 employees. We have built up our business over the years with the introduction 

of mechanical harvesting. Our small business has provided us with an income which has 

aided us to raise and educate our children. We have maintained our business and the 

economy by keeping up to date with eco-friendly technological advancements by updating 

our machinery every 3 to 4 years. By 2035, it is expected that the forestry sector will double 

in size. We provide 815 jobs in county Kerry making a significant contribution to both direct 

and indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

 

2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 
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the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in county Kerry.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Maurice Browne Forestry Ltd welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its 

implementation with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Maurice Browne 

Forestry Ltd with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional 

recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Maurice Browne Forestry Ltd supports the proposal 

regarding the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral 

hearing is required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has 

created long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

In conclusion, it is obvious that our business has been contributing to the local economy 

here for many years. We provide business to the small local petrol station in our village, to 

the local motor factors, oil companies, haulage companies and hydraulic businesses to 

name but a few. We would be extremely appreciative if you would look kindly on our appeal 

and try to rectify and improve the current crisis to ensure that we maintain our business.  

Signed: 

 

 

Maurice Browne   

Company Owner/Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Scottish Woodlands Ltd 
 

 

Dear Sirs, 
 
I would like to express our disappointment with the Irish Government over its extraordinary poor 
handling of the recent issues facing the Forest industry in Ireland. 
 
It is therefore imperative that The Forestry Bill 2020 is passed so that a recovery can be made without 
delay, otherwise thousands of industry jobs both direct and indirect are at great risk. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
 
 
 



Hartnett Products 

We wish to offer support to the Forestry Bill 2020.  We are a small family business in Co Cork and our 
products are all forestry and wood related.  Our saws and log splitters are bought and used by forestry 
owners throughout Ireland to process firewood - a renewable fuel source that has the potential to 
eliminate coal use in Ireland.  The current forestry bill is badly needed in order to give proper structure 
around the forestry industry in Ireland.  The farming of trees is essential.  Yes, there needs to be more 
natural forests planted too where trees are allowed to grow forever and give us vital oxygen while 
absorbing our CO2.  But we also need to have well planned farmed forests that we can harvest for a 
multitude of uses.  In the last couple of years we've seen such a great move away from everyday plastic 
products to wood based ones (plastic forks and knives in takeaways are now replaced with wooden ones 
for example; skyscrapers are now being built with wood alone eliminating the use of concrete).  This is 
wonderful progress and so much better for our environment.  But in order to produce wood products 
we need to farm trees.  These farms of trees will be harvested just like any other crop is harvested and 
replanted again and again.  Wild natural forests can also be planted that will not be for harvesting and 
will be completely for wildlife, nature, recreation and the environment.  But the two forms of forests can 
co-exist. 

Sawmill closures would be devastaing for the Irish economy.  A country with perfect tree growing 
conditions having to import wood products and timber!  Now that would be crazy. 

Wood is such a versatile product.  Not only does it have a multitude of uses in everyday life, it also 
provides us with one of humankind’s most basic needs, heat.   

Air, water, earth and fire – the four elements of nature regarded as essential for human life.  Fire gives 
us natural heat and wood is a natural and renewable fuel.  By using wood you stay in touch with nature 
and learn to appreciate your energy use.  There is such satisfaction from going out and creating your 
own fuel, enjoying the heat from that fuel and renewing that fuel by planting a replacement tree.  
Economically, when we use firewood our money stays local.  For example, when John Hartnett cuts 
down his tree in Co Cork, he seasons it in Co Cork and burns it in his fire in Co Cork and he re-plants a 
new tree in its place in Co Cork.  All very local.  Otherwise, John Hartnett is buying oil, gas or coal to heat 
his home and his money is heading off overseas to oil, gas and coal producing countries.  Isn’t it 
wonderful that we have our own renewable source of heat growing here in the form of trees that we 
can use without having to import fuel.   Using more wood is definitely the way forward for improving 
our fuel security.  In fact, many people have completely eliminated their use of coal and drastically 
reduced their home heating oil/gas use by burning only firewood. 

Environmentally, heating your home with firewood does release carbon dioxide but because, during its 
lifetime, the tree has absorbed carbon dioxide from the air, when it is burned it simply returns that 
carbon dioxide back into the atmosphere.  So it can be regarded as carbon neutral – what it takes in 
while living cancels out what it emits when it’s burned.  And the great thing is, once you cut down your 
tree, you can re-plant a new one to replace it – renewable energy.  Good karma!!When logs are freshly 
cut, the moisture content is said to be 50% and over, so it’s all about reducing the moisture over time 
and with the right conditions.  Firewood at 20% moisture content produces less than 33% of the 
emissions of wood fuel at 30% moisture content in older stoves, while in modern Eco-Design stoves the 
emission levels are reduced by almost 90%.   According to SEAI figures wood fuels produce as little as 
3.2g CO2 per MJ heat, comparing this to gas which produces 56.9g, kerosene which produces 73.3g and 
heat pumps today which produce anything from 19g to 52g depending on the amount of wind on the 



electrical system. No other heating source can produce heat on demand with such a minimal impact on 
CO2 emissions. 

Please take the above points into account and make sure the Forestry Bill is passed. 

 



Fortune Haulage Ltd 
 

Our Company is Fortune Haulage Ltd and we are haulage contractors delivering round timber logs from 
the forest to the sawmill.  

We are in favour & support the proposed changes in the “Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 
2020” due to the following reasons;- 

  

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 
• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 
• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 
• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 
• People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 
Kind regards 
 
Fortune Haulage Ltd 

 



SWS Forestry 
 
 
Dear Sir/madam, 
 
I would like to highlight the below points as regards forestry in Ireland and urgent action is required. 
 

•  There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 

•  The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

•  This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 

•  It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 

•  You support the proposed changes 

•  People livelihoods are at stake here. 
  
Regards, 
SWS Forestry  
 



FII 
 
 
Minister Hackett, 
 
The situation does not need to be spelled out by me. It is well known to all in the industry and for that 
matter the wider public. 
 
This proposed amendment is simply bringing the Forestry Appeals process in line with An Bord 
Pleannala process. This is not impinging on a persons right to Appeal. 
 
This industry is not on the brink of collapse. It is collapsing.  
 
This bill HAS to be passed. 
 
 
 



SWS Forestry 
 
 
Hi, 
 
 Please see details below: 
 
 

•  There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 

•  The FAC cannot cope with the workload 

•  This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 

•  It is vital that the FAC are reformed to make it fit for purpose 

•  We support the proposed changes 

•  People's livelihoods are at stake here. 
 
 
Regards, 
SWS Forestry Services 
Midlands 

 



SWS Forestry 
 
 
Hi, 
 
 Please see details below: 
 
 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 
• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 
• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 
• It is vital that the FAC are reformed to make it fit for purpose 
• We support the proposed changes 
• People's livelihoods are at stake here. 

 
Regards,  
 

| SWS FORESTRY 

| Midlands 



SWS Forestry 
 
Good morning, 
 
I am writing to you to stress the necessity for an immediate change in the appeals process and a beefing 
up of the FAC resources.  
 
We have numerous afforestation and thinning  sites at present where we have invested in NIS and 
waited for over 18 months to secure our  licence and now we are finding the most of them going into 
appeals.  
 
We have done everything which was expected of us, sold the concept to the client, consulted with the 
department inspectorate and others, paid for NIS to be undertaken and when the approval issued we 
have to deal with the appeals procedure which is outside our control . This appeal process is not fit for 
purpose and needs to change immediately to allow  the industry to stay afloat. We are presently trying 
to secure an autumn planting programme after a disastrous spring programme. The figures and the 
plant sales speak for themselves.  
 
We  have felling licences held up for over 18 months and now we feel that by the time the licence is 
granted these plantations will be gone beyond the safe thinning time and the recommended critical top 
height to try and prevent windblow.  
Who will compensate the forest owners for these injustices.?   
 
This FAC appeal process is absurd and not fit for purposes. We have 2 cases this morning, one from the 
serial objector and the other from a neighbour whom does not want to see the land planted,  both of 
these cases will  now wait for months if not years for a decision from FAC. Will the landowner be still 
interested????   
 
We need change, we need reform and we need it now.  
Please do not what has been done in the past, drag reform out for months and years, we will not survive 

that long , we are hanging on with our finger tips, our existence is in your hands please do 
not let us fall and fail.  
 
 
Regards, 
 
SWS Forestry  
 



Glennon Brothers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
I want to show my support for the proposed new forestry bill 2020. 
 
I work in the sawmilling sector and have done for 20 years, I will lose my job if the current system stays in place! I 
have a young family and in rural Ireland we need these jobs. 
 
I have land under forestry. This is the only pension fund I have, it worries me that I will face restrictions on 
harvesting this 
 
As Ireland mostly comprises of small to medium farm holdings forestry should be a more attractive land use to 
help them with incomes.. It is not attractive for farmers to plant now given the current difficulties. 
 
RE Agro forestry – I think if we want to diversify in how and what we plant the agro forestry payments should 
move to a 15 year premium..  
 
This is a really worrying time for myself my family & my work colleagues, our livelihoods are under threat.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regards, 
 

 
 



The Elmtree Clinic 

 
 
Dear Pippa, 
 
I object to the forestry amendment bill. This bill is designed to erode the public's rights to challenge a 
forestry licence application and charge you doing this. I feel this will promote the erosion of native Irish 
plants, animals and trees with the planting of more conifer plantations which are shown to be 
detrimental to our environment and the future of our beautiful country.    
 
Mise le meas, 
 
 
The Elmtree Clinic 
 



SWS Forestry 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
I am an employee of SWS Forestry Services, my role involves organizing the purchase /  sale of lands 
for planting purposes. I deal with a wide variety of landowners who for one reason or another wish 
to sell a parcel of land that’s really only suitable for afforestation. I introduce buyers who are more 
than willing to proceed once the land is approved. The difficulties / delays in getting decisions are 
having a major impact on our business, but more importantly are having a major impact upon our 
vendor / purchaser clients.  
 
Everyone involved in the Forestry Industry is well aware of the need to protect our environment, 
none of us want a situation whereby our actions are detrimental to its future enjoyment by the 
generations that will follow us. It need not be an “us and them” scenario in relation to the 
arguments being submitted by those that want to delay the approval process. 
 
To help resolve matters can you consider following small change; 
 

• Making allowances for timely decisions on all applications relevant to projects less than 10 
HA (within max 10 weeks), let such decisions be refusals if needs be, but provide for 
decisions to be made. If refused, a landowner can have a right to appeal and provide greater 
level of information to support such appeal.  

 
• Only allow adjoining landowners or anyone with property within 60m of the proposed 

development to make an appeal against the granting of a licence for an application less than 
10 HA.  

 
In adopting this approach, time and resources will be more available to properly scrutinize 
applications in excess of 10 HA – this should enable timely decisions to be made in relation to all 
approval / appeal decisions. If genuine objections are raised, these can and should be properly heard 
and adjudicated on by a FAC that’s properly set up to hear the appeal within a set 2 month 
timeframe.  
 
It’s the lack of a proper decision making approval / appeal system that’s causing the anxiety among 
the people that I’m on contact with, not the decision that’s made. 
 
Please do something to resolve the present situation, it’s an absolute disaster as it is. 
 
Rgds 
 
 SWS FORESTRY 
 

 















 Young Rural Greens 
 
Dear Senator Hackett  
 

I am writing to you today on behalf of the Rural Young Greens to express our 
disappointment in your current proposal to amend the Agricultural Appeals Bill 2020.  
 

It is our view that this is an amendment that will threaten access to justice. We believe that 
it is fair to object to damaging forestry developments, and that this amendment will restrict 
the voice of communities and environmental groups.  
 

This is a Bill that does nothing to prevent unsuitable and unsustainable forestry 
developments that damage water quality and drive biodiversity loss. Instead, it silences 
communities (most of whom are rural), who will suffer the consequences of these 
developments. We at the Rural Young Greens hope that you will consider withdrawing this 
amendment.  
 

As a rural Minister, you know as well as us how we need a new forestry approach that 
prioritises rural communities, biodiversity and climate action, and now that we have a 
Minister for Land Use and Biodiversity from rural Ireland who genuinely understands our 
concerns, we sincerely hope that a new approach to forestry can be found and implemented 
during your tenure in this position.  
 

Yours faithfully 
 

Rural Young Greens 
 



Western Forestry 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
I am the Financial Controller in Western Forestry Cooperative Society Ltd and I have seen first hand 
the detrimental affects from the slowdown in licenses being issued. We have had to put our entire 
workforce on a 4 week since April, as well as having to consider laying off employees in the Autumn 
if there is not a significant increase in the issuing of licenses. I am struggling to meet our most 
primitive needs in terms of paying wages, rent and overheads. It also affects our sub-contractors and 
suppliers, as I struggle to pay them either or time or in full, often having to resort to making 
unagreed instalments to try and keep the doors open and the lights on. All our employees live in 
rural Ireland and depend on this employment to pay Mortgages and support families and extended 
families. This also has a detrimental mental affect on both myself and the management team, as we 
cannot make plans for the future or make any estimates of what our work schedule will be as the 
licensing issue is causing such long delays. It also paints a very negative outlook for Forestry as 
Landowners are very frustrated at the length of time it is taking to get Forestry approved and in 
some cases they will just walk away from the process, and take with them, a very bad perception of 
Forestry which they will pass on to their neighbours and friends. 
 
Please see my summary below: 
 
 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC  
• The FAC cannot cope with the workload  
• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry  
• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose  
• You support the proposed changes  
• People livelihoods are at stake here.  

 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
Western Forestry Co-op 
www.westernforestrycoop.ie  

 

http://www.westernforestrycoop.ie/


SWS Forestry 
 
Good Day. 
I an writing this with the hope that somebody will stop and look at what is not working in 
the appeals section,  
Everybody agrees there needs to be an appeals section, when a person puts a submission 
forward and ultimately an objection sourly this could be dealt with swiftly before the added 
expense of an NIS. 
How can the industry expect a land owner or a forestry company bare the cost of an NIS and 
possibly have the application turned down later   
If an application goes into appeals ,is it not posable to give an exact time frame for the 
hearing  
 
 

  

SWS Forestry  
 



RJS Tottenham Ltd 
 
Dear Sir 
I am emailing you pledging my support for the upcoming forestry bill. We are a small 
business within the forestry sector hear in Ireland and between direct employees and 
subcontractors, we employ over --- people who all rely on the sector.  
 
Due to the current problems within the industry, it is vital that this bill is passed as 
otherwise the forest industry in Ireland will collapse. 
 
There are 10's of thousands of livelihoods at stake here and the current situation needs 
addressing IMMEDIATELY. 
 
I hereby pledge my support for the passing of this bill. 
 
Yours sincerely 

RJS Tottenham Ltd 

t/a Tottenham Timber 
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1. Forest Industries Ireland 
 
Forest Industries Ireland (FII) is an all island body constituted within Ibec. Our member 
companies cover the whole timber supply chain from nurseries that grow the saplings to forest 
management companies,  farmers and landowners that plant and manage their forests, and 
to sawmills and manufacturers who convert the forest crop into construction timber, panel 
products, fencing materials, packaging and biofuel.  
 
 

2. The Forest and Timber Sector  
  
For many decades, the state and our people have invested in increasing afforestation in 
Ireland. In return, Ireland has an industry that provides 12,000 jobs throughout our rural 
communities and the economic contribution is of the order of €2.3 billion per annum. Our 
challenge as a sector will not be sustaining existing jobs, but finding people to fill thousands 
more jobs, as the sector doubles in size over the next fifteen years.  These new jobs will be 
valuable, sustainable and ‘green-tech’ jobs based primarily in rural areas of the country.  
 
Over the coming years, the private forests planted in the 1980s and 1990s will come to maturity 
and deliver a major supply increase onto the market. This is a further opportunity for Ireland.  
 
Today, we work with more than 20,000 farmer-forest owners. Most of them have made the 
decision to plant a portion of their farm. They get a steady and reliable income and it delivers 
a valuable crop when the forest matures. Increasingly too, farmers are interested in the 
environmental and social contribution that their forests make.  
 

3. The Forestry Licensing Crisis 
 
Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and issuing 
of forestry licences have been seriously disrupted. Licences issued by the Forest Service are 
required to plant, access, or harvest all forest trees and DAFM is tasked with issuing these 
licences as well as setting standards. The standards are now so onerous that DAFM is 
capable only of processing a fraction of licence applications that are required to sustain the 
industry.  
 
This disruption has impacted right across the forest sector, affecting all our activities from 
afforestation to timber harvesting. The current level of felling licence approvals is only 25% of 
the rate required by the industry. As the level of licensing has declined, the industry is being 
starved of the required supply of timber. The financial impact is enormous, and many jobs and 
businesses are currently in jeopardy. Our sawmills will run out of timber within months unless 
the situation is rectified. We are at crisis point and the current situation is severely hindering 
Ireland’s attempts to economically recover from COVID-19. 
 
Clearly, the level of licensing by the Department is failing the industry. Another key component 
of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC), is also causing a significant 
problem. The FAC deals with appeals against felling, roads, and planting. Currently, there are 
circa 400 outstanding projects appealed but not yet processed. Since the start of the year the 
FAC has processed circa 26 projects per month.  At this rate it will take 15 months to clear the 
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backlog of appeals. However, the rate of new appeals is far greater than the rate at which they 
are being processed by FAC, so this backlog is getting bigger.   
 
The long delays at the FAC, coupled with inadequate licence approvals in the first instance, 
are creating a crisis and leading to timber supply shortfalls in the short-term and which will 
also cause long-term damage to the industry if urgent action is not taken. 
 
 

4. Specific comments on the proposed amendments 
 

Introduction 
 
FII welcome the proposed amendments and encourages the Minister to implement them with 
additional elements. Serious reform to the FAC is needed to enable it to cope with the volume 
of appeals that are being lodged. It is clear from the backlog of appeals, that the volume of 
appeals being experienced is far beyond what was envisaged when the FAC was introduced 
by the Forestry Act. The result is an overwhelmed system that has no chance, in its current 
guise, of getting to grips with the situation. It is essential that the FAC is reformed and given 
additional resources to make effective these reforms. The FAC will only be fit for purpose 
when it is capable of issuing decisions within 60 days of appeal.  
 

Head 3 

Amendment of section 14 of Principal Act 

 
3. Section 14 of the Principal Act is amended by the insertion of the following subsections after 

subsection (3): 

“(4) As soon as may be after the end of each year, but not later than 6 months thereafter, the 

Chairperson of the Forestry Appeals Committee shall make a report to the Minister of his or her 

activities and the activities of the Forestry Appeals Committee during that year and the Minister 

shall cause copies of the report to be laid before each House of the Oireachtas. 

(5) A report under subsection (1) shall be in such form and shall include information regarding 

such matters (if any) other than those referred to in that subsection as the Minister may direct. 

(6) The Chairperson of the Forestry Appeals Committee shall, whenever so requested by the 

Minister, furnish to him or her information in relation to such matters as the Minister may specify 

concerning the Chairperson’s activities or the activities of the Forestry Appeals Committee.”. 

 

Explanatory Note 

This Head inserts a requirement for the Chairperson of the FAC to issue an annual report 

similar to that of the Director of the Agriculture Appeals Office. 

 

4.1 FII recommendations on the provisions in Head 3: 
 
4.1.1 Annual Report: 
 
FII welcomes the introduction of a yearly report. The report should focus on the performance 
of the FAC against a specific set of KPIs that focus on the fast and efficient delivery of 
decisions on appeals. The target performance for the FAC should be the delivery of all 
decisions within 60 days of the appeal being lodged. Adequate processes and resources must 
be put in place to ensure this timeframe is delivered. 
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Head 4 

Amendment of section 14A of Principal Act 
 
4. (1) Section 14A of the Principal Act is amended- 

(a) by the insertion of the following subsections after subsection (2): 

“(2A) The Forestry Appeals Committee may sit in divisions of itself to hear appeals and any 

such division not chaired by the Chairperson shall be chaired by a deputy chairperson. 

(2B) The quorum for the Forestry Appeals Committee shall consist of a chairperson or 

deputy chairperson (if a deputy chairperson is designated) and any 2 ordinary members.”, 

(b) in subparagraph (3), by the deletion of the words following “Forestry Appeals 

Committee” where they appear in that subsection , and 

(c) by the insertion of the following subsection after subsection (3): 

 “(3A) The Minister may designate 1 or more of the ordinary members of the Forestry 

Appeals Committee to deputise for the chairperson for the purpose of hearing and 

determining appeals.”. 

(d) by the substitution of the following subsection for subsection (4): 

“(4) (a) A person referred to in paragraph (b) (in this subsection referred to as a relevant 

person) who is dissatisfied with a decision made by the Minister or an officer of the 

Minister under an enactment specified in Schedule 2 may appeal to the Forestry Appeals 

Committee against the decision and, on the hearing of the appeal, the Committee may 

confirm, cancel, or vary the decision as it thinks fit. 

(b) Each of the following is a relevant person: 

(i) a person who makes an application for a licence, approval, or entry in a 

register under an enactment specified in Schedule 2; 

(ii)a person to whom a licence, approval or entry referred to in subparagraph (i) 

has been granted, given or made and, pursuant to a decision of the Minister 

under section 7(2) of the Act of 2014, conditions attaching to it are varied, or 

it is suspended, revoked or removed; 

(iii) a person who has, in accordance with regulations for the time being made under 

section 6, 10, 17, 22 or 30 of the Act of 2014, made submissions or observations in 

writing to the Minister, or officer of the Minister in relation to an application 

referred to in subparagraph (i) or a decision of the Minister referred to in 

subparagraph (ii); 

(iv) a person who has an interest in land adjoining land in respect of which, a 

decision has been made on foot of an application referred to in subparagraph (i) or a 

decision referred to in subparagraph (ii) has been made and, who satisfies the 

Forestry Appeals Committee that- 

 

(I)the matter to which the decision on foot of the application refers or the 

matter to which the decision refers will differ materially from the 

matter to which the application, licence, approval or entry referred by 

reason of conditions imposed or varied or the suspension, revocation or 

removal, and 

(II)the imposition, or variation of the conditions or the suspension, 

revocation or removal will materially affect the person’s enjoyment of 

the land or reduce the value of the land; 

(v)a person prescribed by regulations for the time being made under section 17 

or 22 of the Act of 2014 as a person to be consulted, in accordance with 

those regulations, by the Minister under section 17(5) or 22(5) of that Act 

who the Forestry Appeals Committee is satisfied ought to have been and was 

not consulted by the Minister in relation to an application referred to in 

subparagraph (i); 

(vi)in relation to an application referred to in subparagraph (i) or a decision 

referred to in subparagraph (ii) which requires the carrying out of a 

screening for environmental impact assessment, submission of an 

environmental impact statement, carrying out of an environmental impact 

assessment, screening for an appropriate assessment, submission of a Natura 

Impact Statement or carrying out of an appropriate assessment, an 

environmental body. 
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(c) When making an appeal under this section a relevant person shall- 

(i) pay any fee prescribed under section 14B, and 

(ii) comply with regulations for the time being made under sections 7 and 15. 

(d) In this subsection: 

“Act of 2014” means the Forestry Act 2014; 

“enactment” means- 

(i) an Act of the Oireachtas, 

(ii) a statute that was in force in Saorstát Éireann immediately before the date of the 

coming into operation of the Constitution and that continues in force by virtue of 

Article 50 of the Constitution, or 

(iii) an instrument made under an Act of the Oireachtas or a statute referred to in 

subparagraph (ii); 

“environmental body” means a body or organisation (not being a state authority)- 

(i) the aims or objectives of which relate to the promotion of environmental 

protection, 

(ii)which has, during the period of 12 months preceding the appeal, pursued those 

aims and objectives; 

“state authority” means each of the following:- 

(i) a Minister of Government; 

(ii) a local authority within the meaning of section 2 of the Local Government 

Act 2001; 

(iii) An Bord Pleanála; 

(iv)Environmental Protection Agency; 

(v)Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland; 

(vi) a company formed in respect of a harbour in accordance with section 7 of the 

Harbours Acts 1996; 

(vii) National Tourism Development Authority; 

(viii) Health Service Executive; 

(ix) a regional assembly established in accordance with section 43 of the Local 

Government Act 1991; 

(x) Inland Fisheries Ireland; 

(xi) Geological Survey of Ireland; 

(xii) Teagasc - the Agriculture and Food Development Authority; 

(xiii) National Roads Authority; 

(xiv) Electricity Supply Board; 

(xv) Commission for Regulation of Utilities; 

(xvi) Waterways Ireland; 

(xvii)Bord Na Móna; 

(xviii) Coillte Teoranta (being a company formed and registered under the 

Companies Acts as provided for by section 9 of the Forestry Act 1988); 

(xix) Health and Safety Authority; 

(xx) Ervia; 

(xxi) Marine Institute; 

(xxiii) An Bord Iascaigh Mhara; 

(xxiv)EirGrid; 

(xxv)a body or other person established- 

(I) by or under an enactment (other than the Companies Act 2014 or a 

former enactment relating to companies within the meaning of section 5 of 

that Act) or charter, 

(II) by any scheme administered by a Minister of the Government, or 

(III)under the Companies Act 2014 (or a former enactment relating to 

companies within the meaning of section 5 of that Act) in pursuance of 

powers conferred by another enactment, 

and financed wholly or partly, whether directly or indirectly by means of 

moneys provided or loans made or guaranteed, by a Minister of the 

Government or the issue of shares held by or on behalf of a Minister of the 

Government; 

(xxvii)a company (formed and registered under the Companies Act 2014 or an 

existing company within the meaning of that Act) a majority of the shares in 
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which are held by or on behalf of a Minister of the Government; 

(xxviii) a planning authority within the meaning of the Planning and Development 

Act 2000.”. 

 

(2)The amendment under subsection (1)(d) of section 14A of the Act of 2000 applies to the 

following decisions made on or after the coming into operation of subsection (1): 

(a) on an application referred to in subsection (4)(b)(i) of section 14A; 

(b) referred to in subsection (4)(b)(ii) of section 14A. 

 

Explanatory Note 

 

This Head provides for those withstanding to take an appeal to the Forestry Appeals 

Committee . It also provides for the Forestry Appeals Committee to sit for the purpose of 

hearing and determining appeals in divisions. The Head also removes a requirement for the 

majority of the members of the committee to be of a grade higher than the officer who made 

the decision under appeal. 

 

4.2 FII recommendations on the provisions in Head 4: 
 
4.2.1. Chairperson and the operation of FAC divisions 
 

i. FII welcomes the approach proposed with the introduction of Deputy Chairpersons as 
this overcomes a clear bottleneck that currently exists where the Chairman must 
participate in every appeal.  

 
ii. FII welcomes the proposal to enable the FAC to meet in divisions. These divisions 

should be fully capable of operating independently and simultaneously. 
 

iii. FII recommends that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without one of 
the Chairpersons and can be comprised of FAC board members only. 

 
iv. FII recommends that a quorum for a committee should be two people rather than three. 

This would be sufficient and would boost the productivity of the FAC.  
 

v. FII welcomes the removal of the requirement for a member of the FAC to be of a 
specified grade or higher. This will enable the FAC to utilise the full resources at its 
disposal.  

 
4.2.2. Provision of personnel and resources to the FAC 
 
In order to clear the backlog and provide a timely process in future, the FAC must be given 
the resources and the number of personnel that it needs to implement multiple divisions and 
run multiple appeals simultaneously and reach a point where all appeals are decided upon 
within 60 days of the appeal being lodged. 
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4.2.3. Statutory timeframe for appeals: 
 
A statutory timeframe should be put in place for dealing with appeals. A decision on all appeals 
should be issued within 60 days of the appeal being lodged. This approach is already being 
adopted with success for strategic housing developments which have a specific statutory 
deadline of 16 weeks. It is not possible for companies to operate in an environment where 
there is huge uncertainty about the timing of FAC decisions.  
 
The divisions must be able to act efficiently and to a set timeframe. Looking at the current 
timeframes at the FAC, significant additional resources must be added to make use of the 
multiple division approach. 
 
 
 

Head 5 

Power to charge or recover fees 
 
5. The Principal Act is amended by the insertion of the following sections after section 14A: 

“14B (1) The Minister may charge such fees as he or she may prescribe for an appeal under section 

14A(4) and different fees may be charged for different classes of such appeal. 

 (2) If the Minister proposes to make regulations prescribing fees referred to in subsection (1), the 

Minister shall cause a draft of the proposed regulations to be laid before each House of the 

Oireachtas, together with a statement of the Minister outlining the content, purpose and likely 

implications of the proposed regulations and including such other information (if any) as the 

Minister considers appropriate. 

(3) If within such period as the Minister considers reasonable to allow for recommendations of this 

kind to be made by each such House (not being less than the period specified in subsection (4)) 

either House of the Oireachtas (or a committee of such House) makes recommendations to the 

Minister in relation to the draft of the proposed regulations, the Minister shall consider the 

recommendations and may, as he or she thinks appropriate— 

(a) make the regulations in the terms of the draft laid pursuant to subsection (2), or 

(b) modify the terms of the draft so laid and make the regulations in the terms as so 

modified. 

(4) The period referred to in subsection (3) is the period of 21 days on which the House of the 

Oireachtas concerned next sits after the draft of the regulations is laid before it. 

(5) Subsections (2) to (4) apply to regulations amending regulations that prescribe fees referred to 

in subsection (1) as they apply to regulations prescribing such fees. 

 

Conduct of Appeals 

14C.—(1) Where the Chairperson of the Forestry Appeals Committee is of the opinion that the case 

is of such a nature that it can properly be determined without an oral hearing, the Forestry Appeals 

Committee may determine the appeal summarily. 

(2) Where, in the opinion of the Chairperson of the Forestry Appeals Committee, an oral hearing is 

required he or she shall, as soon as may be, fix a date and place for the oral hearing, and give 

reasonable notice of the said oral hearing to the appellant, the Minister, and any other person 

appearing to the Chairman to be concerned in the appeal. 

(3) An oral hearing may be conducted by a division of the Forestry Appeals Committee constituted 

to hear that appeal. 

(4) Where the Forestry Appeals Committee is requested to hold an oral hearing of an appeal and 

decides to determine the appeal without an oral hearing, it shall serve notice of its decision on the 

person who requested the oral hearing, on each other party to the appeal and on each person who 

made submissions or observations to the Forestry Appeals Committee in relation to the appeal. 

 

Procedure at Oral hearing 

14D.—(1) In conducting an oral hearing of an appeal, the Forestry Appeals Committee may require 

any officer of the Minister to give to the Forestry Appeals Committee such information in relation to 

the appeal as the Forestry Appeals Committee may reasonably require, and the officer shall comply 

with the requirement. 
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(2) The Forestry Appeals Committee, in conducting an oral hearing of an appeal, may take evidence 

on oath and for that purpose may administer oaths, and a person giving evidence at an oral hearing 

shall be entitled to the same immunities and privileges as if he or she were a witness before the High 

Court. 

(3) The Forestry Appeals Committee in conducting an oral hearing of an appeal may, by notice in 

writing to any person, require the person to attend at such time and place as is specified in the 

notice to give evidence in relation to any matter in question at the oral hearing or to produce any 

books, deeds, contracts, accounts, vouchers, maps, plans or other documents in his or her 

possession, custody or control which relate to the matter. 

(4) Section 14C and this section apply in place of section 8 in respect of an oral hearing of an appeal 

convened by the Forestry Appeals Committee. 

 

General policy directives 

14E.—(1) The Minister may from time to time issue such general directives as to policy in relation to 

forestry appeals as the Minister considers necessary and the Forestry Appeals Committee shall, in 

performing its functions, have regard to any such directives.  

(2) Nothing in this section shall be construed as enabling the Minister to exercise any power or 

control in relation to a particular appeal with which the committee is or may be concerned. 

(3) Where the Minister gives a directive under subsection (1), the following provisions shall apply: 

(a) as soon as practicable after issuing it the Minister shall cause a copy of the directive to be 

laid before each House of the Oireachtas; 

(b) the directive shall be published in Iris Oifigiúil; and 

(c) the Minister shall cause a copy of the directive to be sent to the chairperson of the 

Forestry Appeals Committee. 

(4) The Minister may amend or revoke a directive under this section and subsection (3), with the 

necessary modifications, shall apply as if the amendment or revocation were a directive under 

subsection (1). 

 

 

Forestry Appeals Committee Regulations 

 

14F. Without prejudice to the generality of provisions in this Act proscribing matters, the Minister 

may make regulations with respect to the Forestry Appeals Committee to provide for any or all of 

the following: 

a) appointment of Forestry Appeals Committee members including the chairperson and deputy 

chairpersons; 

b) responsibilities of chairperson, deputy chairpersons and ordinary members; 

c) term of office of chairperson, deputy chairpersons and ordinary members; 

d) resignation of chairperson, deputy chairpersons or ordinary members; 

e) election of chairperson, deputy chairperson or ordinary member to public office; 

f) Removal from the committee in case of ill health or stated misbehaviour; 

g) casual vacancies on the Committee; 

h) disclosure of interests; 

i) remuneration, allowances and expenses of the committee made with the consent of the 

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform; 

j) procedures for hearings, including oral hearings; 

k) scheduling and location of appeals; 

l) engagement of technical assistance; 

m) timeline, procedure and requirements for submitting an appeal; 

14 

n) timeline, procedure and requirements for other submissions to the committee; 

o) notifications, periods for such notifications and deadlines relating to an appeal; 

p) contents of applications for appeals and submissions; 

q) requests for additional information; 

r) issuing of information to other parties to the appeal; 

s) taking of evidence and swearing of oaths; 

t) hearings in private; 

u) circumstances and conditions under which oral hearings may be held using electronic 

means; 

v) publishing of findings; 
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w) measures to improve the efficiency of the committee.”; 

x) additional requirements which an environmental body referred to in section 14A(4)(b)(vi) 

shall satisfy in order to make an appeal under paragraph (c), being 

(i) in relation to its membership, 

(ii) that the pursuit of its aims or objectives be otherwise than for profit, 

(iii) in relation to the possession of a specified legal personality and the possession of a 

constitution or rules, 

(iv) that the area of environmental protection to which its aims or objectives relate is relevant to 

the class of matter into which the decision, the subject of the appeal, falls. 

 

Explanatory Note 

This Head inserts a number of sections which provide: 

(a) for the Minister to fix a charge for an appeal or submission to the Forestry Appeals 

Committee; 

(b) that the FAC may hold an oral hearing; 

(c) for the operational matters relating to an oral hearing; 

(d) for the issuing of Ministerial directives to the Forestry Appeals Committee; 

(e) for matters that may be proscribed in Regulations made under section 7(2) 

 

4.3 FII Recommendations on the provisions in Head 5 
 
4.3.1. Payment of fees 

 
FII welcomes the proposal to introduce a fee for appeals. This is an absolutely essential step 
in order to help finance the provision of adequate resources to the FAC and bring this in line 
with other planning requirements. At present, the FAC is clearly under resourced and does 
not have the ability to deal with appeals in a timely manner. Additional resources, supported 
by the introduction of a fee, are essential. 
 
4.3.2. Oral hearings 
  
FII supports the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required 
to determine an appeal. This an important measure in streamlining the operation of the FAC. 
It has been apparent since the inception of the FAC that the holding of oral hearings has been 
creating long delays in the determination of appeals and has contributed significantly to the 
build-up of the large backlog of appeals. 
 
4.3.3. Powers of the Minister 

 
FII supports the proposals for the Minister to retain the stated powers to issue Ministerial 
Directives and make regulations for the FAC. 
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5. Recommendations additional to those contained in the proposals: 
 
FII recommends a number of additional measures be added to the draft proposals: 
 
5.1. National forest policy 

 
The terms of reference of the FAC should note the obligation of the forestry licensing system 
and the appeals process to support national forest policy. Successive governments over many 
years have recognised the importance of the forest sector and have supported its 
development. The FAC in its decision making should be cognizant of national policy and this 
policy should inform its thinking when considering appeals. 
 
The forest sector supports 12,000 jobs all across the country and contributes €2.3 billion 
annually to the national economy. It is a vital economic player in rural Ireland and also 
contributes greatly to Ireland’s fight against climate change. 
 
5.2. Vexatious appeals 

 
The Chairperson of the FAC should be given powers to dismiss any appeals that he/she 
deems purely vexatious and without merit. 
 
5.3. Appeals to be site-specific 

 
The valid grounds for appeal should be further developed to ensure that all appeals are related 
to a specific site and are not simply a form of objection to national forest policy or the general 
operation of the forestry licensing process. 
 
5.4. Use Precedence for Appeal Determination 
 
The Chairman of the FAC should be empowered to establish and put on record firm 
precedents from existing decisions. There is no value in hearing repeated appeals that are 
generic and raise no new of specific issues. It would help the operation of the FAC greatly if it 
were able to refer to previous cases and issue decisions in accordance with these. If an appeal 
is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine its backlog of existing appeals (and 
new appeals) and summarily issue the same decision on appeals of exactly the same type 
and same pertinent factors. 
 
5.5. Requirements for lodging an appeal 

 
i. The Minister should be empowered to establish more rigorous requirements with 

regard to an application to appeal. The appeal should have precise grounds that 
should relate specifically to an individual licence, rather than a group of licences, 
licences generally, or the licensing process. The appellant should state their specific 
objection in each case. 

ii. When lodging the appeal, the appellant should provide evidence for their specific 
appeal. 

iii. The appellant should be required to state their specific interest in the licence that 
they are appealing. 
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Mark McAuley 
Director, Forest Industries Ireland 
Ibec 
84/86 Lower Baggot Street 
Dublin 2 
D02 H720 
Direct: 087 219 76 14 
Email: mark.mcauley@ibec.ie 
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Masonite 
 
I would like to register my support for the Forestry Bill 2020. 
  
We are a US multinational based in Drumsna, County Leitrim and have been manufacturing door 
skins from Irish timber for over 23 years. 
  
We are a rural based business, employing 140 people, predominantly from Leitrim, Roscommon and 
Longford and make a significant contribution to the local economy since 1997 with over €8.0M in 
wages alone annually going into the local economy. 
 
We are at the end of the supply chain for timber, using wood chip waste from saw mills after they 
process the wood into timber for pallet manufacturing and construction. If they can not get logs, we 
can not get wood chips. 
 
We are extremely concerned with the long delays to licences caused by the FAC who are not able to 
cope with the workload. It is vital that the FAC is reformed and is fit for purpose to support our 
industry.  
  
These delays are now causing us grave concern and we need to put plans in place to protect our 
customers. In the months ahead and into 2021, we will be required to import door skins from our 
other sister factories in North America to support our European customers. This will be at the 
detriment to our plant in Leitrim and jobs in the local economy. 
  
If you require any further information and input, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
  
Best Regards, 
 
 



SWS Forestry 
 
To whom it concerns, 
 
I am writing this email as a forester in an industry that is failing in nearly every aspect. I have clients 
that want answers, want to get land planted, want to build forest roads and want to harvest timber 
but none of this is happening for the majority. I cannot keep fielding calls explaining or trying to 
explain why after a year or even much longer in some cases why licences have not been issued for 
the applications that were submitted on their behalf. The licences I do manage to get out are then 
diverted to the FAC where they join the queue as a result of a serial objector or by groups that have 
no knowledge of the land/forest and do this to satify their own ends. A minority objecting to a 
peoples source of income. 
 
As a forester who like nearly everybody else in the industry, I have a family, house and bills to pay. 
Please correct the issues within this industry before it is too late.  
 
It’s too late closing the stable door when the horse has bolted… 
 
Regards, 
  

SWS FORESTRY 

North East 

 
 



Western Forestry Co-op 
 
To whom it concerns  
 
I am writing to you in support of legislation for the forestry Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) 
Bill 2020.  
 
I qualified as a forester from UCD  in 2015 which provided me with the opportunity to move back 
home to Co. Leitrim where I got married, got a mortgage and have two young boys. The current 
backlog of sites caused by FAC who cannot cope with the workload in front of them has caused me 
to be reduced to four days a week and this may be reduced further if action isn’t taken. So called 
‘Save Leitrim’ who are serial objectors do not represent me or my family or my work colleagues and 
clients who are local landowners who have a right to afforest their land as long as it follows the rules 
and guidelines as set out by the department. The FAC are not able to deal with the likes of ‘save 
Leitrim’ and people like them as the current system allows them to clog up the system, nothing can 
move and this needs to be changed allowing actual genuine appeal cases to be heard and genuine 
people to make a living from forestry. It is vital that FAC is reformed and made fit for purpose or 
there will be massive job losses in the sector, job losses rural Ireland cannot afford and I fear for my 
ability to be able to pay my mortgage if the situation doesn’t improve soon. Livelihoods are at stake 
here.  
 
I support the proposed changes.  
 
Kind regards, 
  
Western Forestry Co-op 

 
 



Murray Timber Group  
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I am the forestry manager for murray timber group. The current situation is crazy. We use 
approximately 550,000m3 of logs yearly and currently we have five weeks supply ahead of 
our plants with no outlook for 2021. Our company has invested millions to cut this crop but 
now it looks like we may have to close our two plants very shortly. This is a very worrying 
situation. Please resolve the full backlog and deal with this serious issue asap or watch this 
industry fall apart. 
 
Regards, 
 
 



Western Forestry Co-Op 
 
 
To whom it concerns, 
 
I have spent the last 10 years working in private farm forestry, trying to encourage it, foster it and 
trying to get farmers and landowners to see the merit and potential in it as an industry for rural 
Ireland. I have worked in all areas of it from planting to harvesting and replanting and have come 
across some challenging jobs over the years but nothing could prepare any company or individual for 
the state of the industry at the moment. It is the most sole destroying job in the world at the 
moment, people who have planted trees in good faith are now being prevented from harvesting 
their crop. People are waiting 2 years for a licence to be issued and then for it to appealed and end 
up in the FAC  for another few years. I now spend 50% of my working day trying to explain to forest 
owners how the appeals system works “or doesn’t work” and the delays involved. To say that the 
FAC is disfunctional would be a major understatement.  
As harvesting manager I have about 6 weeks worth of work left for our contractors who have 
invested massively in the industry and then we have no work but we have about 2 years worth of 
work in the appeals system FAC.  
I have timber mills ringing every day looking for timber and have thousands of tonnes on our books 
but can sell none of it to them because it is with the FAC and unfortunately I can see no light at the 
end of the tunnel. I now have to start deciding who will get the scraps of work that we have for the 
Autumn/Winter and who will be out of work. 
 
So obviously I am in full support to reform the FAC and support all the changes proposed but 
whether it will be enough and in time I am very doubtful. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Western Forestry Co-op 

 

 
 



Laois Farm Forestry Group 
 
The Laois Farm Forestry Group (LFFG) was established in 2009 to represent private forestry 
owners in County Laois. Promoted by the Teagasc Forest Development Department, IFA 
Farm Forestry and local forest owners, it provides a representative voice for private forest 
owners with plantations now approaching or at the stage of timber production. The group 
welcomes the opportunity afforded to make a submission in relation to the Draft Agriculture 
Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020. 
 
LFFG is acutely aware of the turmoil and uncertainty currently permeating the forest 
industry at all levels in Ireland. Its members have heeded long standing government and EU 
policy to diversify their farm activity and have afforested lands in their ownership. 
However, the recent exacerbation of delays in the issuing of licences for afforestation and 
felling have both hindered forest owners from attending to critical management operations 
for their forest and impeded the afforestation targets set under the Climate Action Plan. 
Government policy has also directed management of forestry to produce commercial crops 
while ensuring compliance with environmental standards.  
 
For some time now third parties have exerted undue influence on the existing licensing and 
appeals procedures to the detriment of primary producers, wood processors, rural 
communities and wider society. There is no doubt that it is placing the forest sector at huge 
risk. This influence appears driven by egos and is based on wilful misinterpretation of 
science and scare tactics. 
 
LFFG believes that confining the appeals process to ‘relevant’ parties will limit the burden 

placed by serial objectors whom have little consideration either for the grounds of their 

appeal or for the gravity of their actions. Furthermore, LFFG considers the introduction of a 

prescribed fee for appeals may filter the submission of appeals to those with a genuine 

concern over relevant approvals or decisions made. Finally, LFFG ask that the proposed Bill 

reflects policy, equity to all parties and is based on sound and credible evidence. 

 

Laois Farm Forestry Group 



Veon 

 
 
To Whom It May Concern,  
 
I am emailing you to say that I am in support to the amendments to the Agricultural Appeals Act.  
The industry at the moment is going through a very hard time and there are so many people I know of 
who have left the industry either by being let go by a forestry company or people who were working for 
themselves and just could not make a living due to the delay in licences being issued by the department.  
 
The main reasons I want the Act amended is as follows:  
 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 
• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 
• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 
• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 
• People livelihoods are at stake  

 
Anything that will bring our industry application process more into line with other planning processes in 
the country should be encouraged.  
The department need to be able tell an applicant that their file will be processed within a certain 
amount of time, anything that will help with industry get to this stage is to be supported.  
 
A situation where anyone can object or delay a forestry application even though it has no baring on 
them is wrong and needs to change, peoples livelihoods are at stake, it is affecting the foresters and 
contractors working in the forest but also the forest owner who is trying to earn a living from the land 
he placed in good faith in to forestry. To allow a third party to abuse the appeals process and have the 
potential to bring down the entire sector needs to stop before it is too late.  
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
 
 

 

 
 



Stephen Colhoun Forestry Services Ltd 
 
 
Hi, 
 
I Stephen Colhoun have been involved in forestry for 32 years, first as an employee and then as an 
employer. In 1997 to 2002 as a soul trader, setting up Stephen Colhoun Forestry services Ltd in 2002 
employing up to 47 employees at peak. 
 
Any impact in the interruption of felling licences would not only affect me and my family but also the 
families of my employees also suppliers of chemicals, fertilizers, fencing supplies, feul etc. 
 
Forestry is an integral part of rural Ireland which even during the recession I was still employing people 
who lost their jobs in construction ie family members and more recently the pandemic. 
 
Forestry also is playing a big part of our carbon foot print here in Ireland and globally in the form of 
renewables and also in the whole eco system. 
 
When people talk about forestry as being bad for the environment in terms of conifers, they fail to see 
the positive impacts it has in terms of wildfire, every plantation for the 1st 30 to 40% of its life is a 
sanctuary to birds , insects, frogs, bee's and as the forest matures to foxes, badgers, deer's, birds, and 
the forest floor itself is alive with insects which in a time of intense farming this is the only sanctuary 
wildlife has, as chemicals and intense grazing regimes are part of everyday life on the farm. 
 
If the argument is that conifers are not eco-friendly the above proves its simply not true and the fact 
also is that the vast majority of sites wouldn't sustain a hardwood plantation nor would it be viable 
either. 
 
A hardwood plantation on blanket peat would simply perish and would never get off the ground. 
Conifers grow where nothing else will. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
From a very concerned Forestry Contractor/Employer in Rural Ireland. 
 



25th August 2020  
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland 

Forestry is a rapidly growing industry in Ireland. It has a huge role in Ireland’s obligations to 

mitigate climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along 

with important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can 

also meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. Forestry provides rural jobs, 

contributes to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation, and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The forestry industry is managed to the highest 

European standards. An annual contribution of approx. €2.3 billion due in no small part to 

the retention of 12,000 jobs. ECC Timber Products is proud to continue increasing our 

workforce as our company grows here in the west of Ireland. 

Over the next 10-15 years, the Forestry Industry is expected to double in size. ECC provides 

for approx. 370 jobs in county Galway making a significant contribution to both direct and 

indirect employment and the local economy. 

 

In summary, the Forestry Industry will play an important role across so many of the 

objectives laid out in the Programme for Government. The Forestry sector has huge 

potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

   

2. Current crisis  

It is no secret that the Forestry industry has a major problem with the current licencing issue. 

The introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and issuing of 

forestry licences have been severely impacted. The current system is totally out of control 

and needs major surgery. 

 

There is serious disruption across entire the forestry sector. Felling license approvals have 

at a rate only 20% of the required rate. Therefore, the industry is being starved of the 

necessary timber supplies. The severity of the impact is getting closer and closer to reaching 

its potential, both financially and with respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within 

months unless the current impasse is resolved. 

 

The Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) is playing a vital role in the current licencing 

problems. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding projects appealed but 

not yet processed. This is inexcusable. These appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since January, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 projects per 

month. It will take 16 months to clear the backlog at the present rate at which appeals are 
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being processed. This issue is further compounded by the rate of new appeals continuing to 

grow. The rate of new appeals far surpasses the rate at which they are being processed. In 

one day in early August, it is well known that objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes. It is very important to note that most 

appeals that are lodged are by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

ECC Timber firmly believes that this situation can be fixed but action is needed urgently 

before the hole gets any bigger where the forestry industry has no other alternative but to cut 

jobs to survive. This is a position that no one wants. 

 

3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

ECC Timber Products welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 

additional elements. Outlined below is the views of ECC Timber Products with respect to 

specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: ECC fully agrees with the introduction of a yearly report. This 

report should be used to measure the performance of the FAC. Sufficient 

resources should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered 

within 60 days of appeals being lodged. 

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: ECC welcomes the introduction of a Deputy Chairperson; this 

would assist in reducing the current difficulties where the Chairperson must 

be a participant in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: ECC welcomes the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in 

divisions and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate 

without one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members 

only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met. 

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  
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o Resources: ECC believes the FAC must be adequately resourced and have 

the appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 

 

• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: ECC welcomes the proposal regarding an introduction of a 

fee for appeals is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately 

resourced and brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: ECC supports the proposal regarding the power of the 

Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required to determine 

an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and unnecessary 

delays. 

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcomed by ECC. 

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy. 

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 
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its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  

 

4. Conclusion  

In conclusion, the current licencing process is not fit for purpose. The very fact that an entire 

Industry is potentially being grinded to a halt due to the inadequacies of a system says it all. 

The new legislation if delivered correctly has the power to fix the current crisis we find 

ourselves in. ECC delivers jobs to over 370 people in a rural part of Co. Galway. The 

situation is very simple, urgent action is required to fix the current pitfalls that are currently in 

place within the licencing process. 

 

PJ Fahy 

Director, ECC Timber Products 



Veon 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
I am emailing you to say that I am in support to the amendments to the Agricultural Appeals Act. 
The industry at the moment is going through a very hard time and there are so many people I know of 
who have left the industry either by being let go by a forestry company or people who were working for 
themselves and just could not make a living due to the delay in licences being issued by the department. 
The main reasons I want the Act amended is as follows:  

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 
• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 
• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 
• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 
• People livelihoods are at stake 

Anything that will bring our industry application process more into line with other planning processes in 
the country should be encouraged. 
The department need to be able tell an applicant that their file will be processed within a certain 
amount of time, anything that will help with industry get to this stage is to be supported. 
A situation where anyone can object or delay a forestry application even though it has no baring on 
them is wrong and needs to change, peoples livelihoods are at stake, it is affecting the foresters and 
contractors working in the forest but also the forest owner who is trying to earn a living from the land 
he placed in good faith in to forestry. To allow a third party to abuse the appeals process and have the 
potential to bring down the entire sector needs to stop before it is too late. 

 

 

Kind regards, 

Veon Ltd 
 



Martin Ryan Haulage Ltd 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 
 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 
Regards & Thanks 
 
Martin Ryan Haulage Ltd 
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To whom it may concern, 
 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 
 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 
 
Kind Regards, 

 
ECC Timber Products 

 

 



Greenbelt Ltd 
 
 
To Whom It may concern.  
 
I wish add my voice in support of the proposed legislation change regarding the Forestry Appeals 
Committee.  
 
 
The current situation is untenable and livelihoods are being ruined around rural Ireland because of the 
current beaurorcratic nightmare created by the Forest Service.  
 
The current system is clearly not fit for purpose and Meaningful change must be made immediately to 
rectify the situation otherwise the industry will suffer irredeemable losses in expertise and manpower.  
 
 
Regards,  
Greenbelt Ltd.  

 

 

 



ECC Timber Products 

 

To whom it may concern, 
 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 
 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 
Kind regards  
 

 

 

 

 



ECC Timber Products 

 

To whom it may concern, 
 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 
 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 
Kind regards  
 
ECC Timber Products, 

 
 



AXE Forestry 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
The current forestry appeals system has crippled the forestry sector and is having significant effects on 
the industry. With the current delays it is simply unworkable for people working in the forestry sector to 
get anything done. This is having a huge effect on employment in the sector. The shortage of timber is 
effecting saw mills and the lack of output of timber products is causing huge knock on effects for the 
building industry amongst others. From an environmental point of view the current appeals system has 
significantly reduced the the amount of new planting and consequently is having a big negative effect on 
achieving targets set out bt government to reduce carbon emissions. 
 
This appeals system has effectively brought the forestry sector to a standstill and changes to the system 
need to be implemented to get the industry back up and running again. 
 
 
AXE Forestry 
Co. Roscommon  
 



Greenbelt Ltd 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
There is an absolute imperative for the legislation governing the Forestry Appeals Act to be urgently 
changed. 
 
Firstly I , as CEO of Green Belt want to point out that society should have the right to submit an appeal 
and should have a forum through which it can express legitimate concerns. 
 
This forum, namely the Forestry Appeals Unit, should be able to address these appeals in a fair, 
transparent and TIMELY, manner. 
 
I am not against appeals. 
 
However, swamping an appeals unit with appeals with the sole intention of creating and perpetuating a 
backlog of cases just to make a point or indeed to bring a sector to it’s knees is wrong and completely 
rows against the supposed sustainability principles which the appellants supposedly hold dear (true 
sustainability looks at 3 pillars equally, environmental pillar, social and economic). 
 
Currently the appeals act is being abused and the outcome is;  
 

• There are long delays in issuing licences causing interested parties to turn away from forestry to 
other options 

• Local interests are preventing neighbours from exercising their rights to plant or sell land by 
appealing their decision to plant in the certain knowledge that cases will sit for 15 months plus 
in the appeals unit. 

• I regularly hear cases of absolute hardship inflicted on people who want to sell or plant land but 
their application is “stuck in appeals” 

• The FAC cannot cope with the workload placed upon it by 2 to 3 repeat appellants  
• People livelihoods are at stake  
• Forestry companies are looking at a significant drop in turn over 
• Forestry companies are looking at redundancies 
• Irish forest owners cannot cut their own crop, cannot bring this crop to market and saw mills are 

close to closing. 
• Ireland is importing “high risk” logs from the continent to keep the mills working, the possibility 

of introducing bark beetle with these logs is high, are we going to destroy another crop of trees 
like we destroyed our ash crops? 

 
The proposed changes are not extreme; 
 

1. Introduce a fee to submit an appeal, an extremely reasonable request. This might stop the 
submission of multiple appeals across multiple sites. 

2. Allow numerous appeals to be heard at the same time (i.e. the chair should not need to sit at 
every hearing, this is like saying the Pope is the only person who can say Mass!! 



3. FAC must have discretion around hearing an appeal even if an appellant originally requested an 
oral hearing. Postponing ones attendance cannot go on forever. Also; in these days of COVID, 
cases should not be kicked down the road just because oral hearings are not possible.  

4. Appellants should have a meaningful association with the case. 
 
As CEO of Ireland’s largest afforestation company I strongly urge that the legislation is changed as 
drafted and changed ASAP. 
 
If the suggested changes are not introduced the forestry sector will fall and thousands of rural jobs will 
fall with it. 
 
 
Kind Regards,  
Green Belt Ltd 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Greenbelt Ltd 
 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
The current backlog within the Forestry Appeals section is unacceptable. 
Our industry is on its knees due to vast prolonged delays with licence approvals. 
Tardiness of this level would never be tolerated in any private sector job…heads would roll. 
 
Action is required urgently.  
 
Kind Regards,  
Green Belt Ltd 
 
 

 



The Forestry Company 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
I work as an operations administrator in The Forestry Company. Our head office is based in Cork and we 
have foresters all around the country.  
I wish to express my support of the proposed changes in the FAC Bill. 
The Forestry Industry is in crisis. The long delays to issuing licences due to the Forestry Appeals 
Committee (FAC) has caused significant difficulties and endangers my own job, those of our contractors 
and many more within rural Ireland.  
At the present rate at which appeals are being processed it will take 15 months to clear the backlog and 
the rate of new appeals continues to grow. It is also worth noting that the vast majority of appeals are 
lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forestry policy generally rather than any specific 
projects. 
This issue is severely hindering forestry activity, an industry that is fast growing which provides rural 
jobs, contributes to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation, produces technologically 
advanced timber and biofuel products, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 
supports 12,000 jobs.  
It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. 
The passing of the FAC Bill is critical for the survival of my job, and the survival of the Forestry Industry 
as a whole.  
Yours sincerely, 
 
The Forestry Company 
 



SWS Forestry  
 
 
To whom it concerns 
I am writing this as an exasperated plea to change the way business is done in the forestry licence 
approval process. 
At present the process is so unwieldy and takes so long that the entire forestry industry is grinding to a 
halt. 
Last years annual planting programme ( both public and private ) was the lowest since 1949, yes almost 
70 years ago!! 
The approval process itself is taking an inordinate amount of time and effort even for the most basic 
application. Then, once approved the appeals process kicks in and a further 18 month delay starts!! 
This appeals process is not fit for purpose and needs change urgently. 
The proposed changes are welcome but need to come in within the next month, not a further 6 months 
down the line. 
The industry is badly holed and sinking fast and unless something radical is done very quickly, many 
many jobs will go. 
Thanks you. 
 
SWS FORESTRY 
 



The Forestry Company 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I work as Office Manager for The Forestry Company. I am based in Cork however our forestry work is 
based throughout Ireland. We employ seven foresters, and we have engaged more than 40 
subcontractors, 6 Harvesters contractors this year alone to carry out our work in rural Ireland. All of 
these jobs are at risk. 
 

I wish to express my support of the proposed changes in the FAC Bill. 
 
The Forestry Industry is in crisis. The long delays to issuing licences due to the Forestry Appeals 
Committee (FAC) has caused significant difficulties and endangers my own job, those of my contractors 
and many more within rural Ireland. It is even questioning the viability of our company and the jobs of 
the 10 direst employees. 
 
At the present rate at which appeals are being processed by FAC of 20 per month, it will take 15 months 
to clear the backlog and the rate of new appeals continues to grow it will take years to process all the 
appeals. It is also worth noting that the vast majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of 
individuals and target forestry policy generally rather than any specific project. 
 
This issue is severely hindering forestry activity an industry that is fast growing, green industry which 
provides rural jobs, contributes to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation, produces 
technologically advanced timber and biofuel products, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish 
economy and supports 12,000 jobs. Our Foresters cannot work unless the Forest Service do their job 
and FAC are able to do theirs in a timely manner. Which is not the case at present. 
 
It is vital that the FAC is reformed and resourced to make it fit for purpose. 
 
The passing of the FAC Bill is critical for the survival of my job and the jobs of the people that I employ, 
and the survival of the Forestry Industry as a whole.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 

The Forestry Company, 





The Forestry Company 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I work as a Forest Manager in The Forestry Company and cover the Munster area. I have engaged 
numerous subcontractors and Harvesters in relation to forestry operations within this area.  
 
I wish to express my support of the proposed changes in the FAC Bill. 
 
The Forestry Industry is in crisis. The long delays to issuing licences due to the Forestry Appeals 
Committee (FAC) has caused significant difficulties and endangers my own job, those of my contractors 
and many more within rural Ireland.  
At the present rate at which appeals are being processed it will take 15 months to clear the backlog and 
the rate of new appeals continues to grow. It is also worth noting that the vast majority of appeals are 
lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forestry policy generally rather than any specific 
projects. 
This issue is severely hindering forestry activity, an industry that is fast growing which provides rural 
jobs, contributes to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation, produces technologically 
advanced timber and biofuel products, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 
supports 12,000 jobs.  
 
It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. 
 
The passing of the FAC Bill is critical for the survival of my job, and the survival of the Forestry Industry 
as a whole.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

The Forestry Company 
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Submission on the Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 – Public Consultation 

 

Submitted by: 

 

Councillor Alan O’Connor (Cork County Council) 

 

The Bog Road, 

Terrysland, 

Carrigtwohill 

Co. Cork 

 

August 25th 2020 

 

General description of the invitation to submit: 

In July 2020, the Government approved the drafting of an amendment to 

the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001 to align the forestry licencing and 

appeals processes with similar planning processes. This action is a 

commitment in the Programme for Government. Comments are now 

invited on this draft Bill before its presentation to the Oireachtas for their 

consideration after the summer recess
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1. https://www.footprintnetwork.org/our-work/ecological-footprint/ 
2. https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/mar/07/cars-killing-us-driving-

environment-phase-out 

3. https://stopclimatechange.net/fileadmin/content/documents/move-

green/The_true_costs_of_cars_EN.pdf 

4. https://www.nhm.ac.uk/press-office/press-releases/leading-scientists-set-out-resource-

challenge-of-meeting-net-zer.html 
 

A chara: 

 

I refer to the public consultation for the Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020, 

and wish to make the following comment: 

 

It is important that the proposed amendment does not impinge upon the rights of an 

individual or group to access to justice on environmental matters under the United Nations 

Economic Commission for Europe Convention on Access to Information, Public 

Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (also 

referred to as the Aarhus Convention). The convention was ratified by Ireland 20 June 2012.  

 

That right is described thus:  

 

Members of the public and environmental non-governmental organisations have the 

right to seek a review of decisions that have been made which may affect the 

environment. The review procedures must provide “adequate and effective remedies 

... and be fair, equitable, timely and not prohibitively expensive” …1 

 

More specifically, that right should not be infringed by the amendment with respect to either:  

 

a) qualifying factors for the person(s) who may appeal a decision, or  

b) fees charged with respect to appealing a decision  

 

Mise le Meas, 

 

Cllr Alan O’Connor 
 

References 

1. Citizen’s Information (2019) Aarhus Convention and related agreements. Available at: 

https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/environment/environmental_law/aarhus_convention.ht

ml#:~:text=The%20United%20Nations%20Economic%20Commission,Convention%20on%

2020%20June%202012 (Accessed: 25 August 2020) 
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https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/environment/environmental_law/aarhus_convention.html#:~:text=The%20United%20Nations%20Economic%20Commission,Convention%20on%2020%20June%202012
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/environment/environmental_law/aarhus_convention.html#:~:text=The%20United%20Nations%20Economic%20Commission,Convention%20on%2020%20June%202012


The Forestry Company 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I work as a forester in The Forestry Company and cover the South East of Ireland. I have engaged 6 
subcontractors and 3 Harvesters 
 
I wish to express my support of the proposed changes in the FAC Bill. 
 
The Forestry Industry is in crisis. The long delays to issuing licences due to the Forestry Appeals 
Committee (FAC) has caused significant difficulties and endangers my own job, those of my contractors 
and many more within rural Ireland.  
At the present rate at which appeals are being processed it will take 15 months to clear the backlog and 
the rate of new appeals continues to grow. It is also worth noting that the vast majority of appeals are 
lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forestry policy generally rather than any specific 
projects. 
This issue is severely hindering forestry activity, an industry that is fast growing which provides rural 
jobs, contributes to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation, produces technologically 
advanced timber and biofuel products, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 
supports 12,000 jobs.  
 
It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. 
 
The passing of the FAC Bill is critical for the survival of my job, and the survival of the Forestry Industry 
as a whole.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

The Forestry Company, 



ECC Timber Products 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 
 
1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry Appeals 
committee (FAC). 
2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 

 
 



Lynx Haulage Ltd 
 
 
To whom it may concern,  
 
I am emailing to urge you to pass the Forestry Bill. 
 
We are a small haulage company and 50% of our work is transporting bark chips and sawdust to and 
from different sawmills around the country. 
 
If this bill is not passed the mills may have to close up and we have already had a tough time with 
coronavirus trying to keep going. 
 
The loss of jobs in this sector will be massive, as well as the loss to small companies like ourselves. 
 
Kind regards, 
Lynx Haulage Ltd. 
 



Macroom District Environment Group 
 
 

Dear Minister Hackett, 

 

On behalf of Macroom District Environment Group, this is not the forestry review many of us had 
anticipated when you took office. 

 

Forestry in Ireland is subject to rules under the European Habitats Directives which are 
necessary to maintain water quality, as well as to protect important habitats and landscapes 
from insensitive or inappropriate changes in land use.  

 

As the Irish forestry industry has been routinely ignoring these requirements for years, recent 
legal challenges to licencing have crippled the industry. But instead of hiring ecologists and 
getting on with the job of assessing each application on a case by case basis, as we are obliged 
to do under EU law, the Irish state has reacted by attempting to muzzle objectors. This is a blunt 
and unwieldy way of dealing with the problem. 

 

The Draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 is a flawed attempt to sidestep issues 
within Irish forestry. Instead of addressing actual impacts of plantations on landscape and 
environment, the proposed changes would prevent people from intervening on behalf of the 
environment by introducing monetary charges, restricting those who can object to licences to 
eligible persons or groups, and most worrying of all, giving the arbitration boards more power to 
overrule objections without due process.  

 

In addition, the public submissions period for this Bill was far too short, having been announced 
on the Friday of the August Bank Holiday and continuing through the traditional month in which 
many people take their holidays.  

 

Some active environmentalists we contacted about this Bill had not heard of it, not to mention 
the general public.  

 

All of this leaves any resultant legislation open to legal challenge from numerous directions, not 
least, Ireland's exposed inadequacies in terms of climate mitigation, epitomised by the words of 

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/publicconsultation/DraftAgricAppealsAmdmtBill2020PublicConsultationAugust2020.pdf


the Supreme Court, when ruling in Friends of the Irish Environment v. Government of Ireland 
[2020] ; 

 

“6.38 ...it seems to me that the level of specificity required of a compliant plan is that it 
is sufficient to allow a reasonable and interested member of the public to know how the 
government of the day intends to meet the NTO so as, in turn, to allow such members of the 
public as may be interested to act in whatever way, political or otherwise, that they consider 
appropriate in the light of that policy.”  

 

The proposals restricting who may object to forestry licences will necessarily omit many people 
whose interests and perhaps expertise on forestry, ecology and landscape might otherwise be 
of value to all concerned.  

 

Where it is seen to obstruct access to environmental justice, this Bill is open to legal challenges 
under the Habitats Directive, Environmental Impact Assessment Directive, the Strategic 
Environmental Directive and the Aarhus Convention.  

 

If this Bill is pushed through, these challenges are certain to cost the state a lot of money, while 
in the long term this flawed legislation will do nothing to relieve the pangs of one of Ireland's 
important rural industries. 

 

It is an environmental imperative that we carry on afforestation and forest management with the 
most informed and beneficial overview and range of oversights possible, so that we can rely on 
the structures we put in place now, to do a good job for many years into the future.  

 

 

We hereby call upon Minister Pippa Hackett to abandon this farcical and dangerous fob to 
industry. Instead, release funding for ecologists and administrative personnel so the actual 
problems in Irish forestry can be addressed now, without further unnecessary expense or 
drama. 

 

Sincerely, on behalf of members of Macroom District Environment Group, 

 

https://beta.courts.ie/acc/alfresco/bbf8986b-d377-44e8-bc22-c1903c437053/2020_IESC_49%20(Unapproved).pdf/pdf#view=fitH
https://beta.courts.ie/acc/alfresco/bbf8986b-d377-44e8-bc22-c1903c437053/2020_IESC_49%20(Unapproved).pdf/pdf#view=fitH


Ted Cook, Heritage Council Specialist  

Tom Jordan 

Chris Barrett 

Bernadette McCarthy 

Donal O Leary 

Paul Lynch 
 
 



Green Party, Cllr Barry McKee  
 
 
Minister Hackett, 
 
Please extend the consultation, it has not been in anyway adequate, especially in a time of pandemic.  
I explore you to make reforming the forestry program in Ireland your priority and focus, not this flawed 
and dangerous bill.  
The Green Party is built on grassroots democracy, so please demonstrate this by not imposing appeal 
fees and restricting the rights of appeal.  
Please address the problems with the decision making imbedded in the system and there will not need 
to be so many appeals. To stifle the right of appeal, is undemocratic and is playing to the tune of your 
blue-shirt coalition partners. 
So soon into your role as Minister, take the time to ask yourself, why you must rush into passing this bill 
when so many are calling for you to change your mind. 
Be remembered for helping the right tree to be planted, in the right place, not a monoculture of silks 
spruce in all the wrong places. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Cllr Barry McKee  
Green Party Councillor & Party Group Leader  
Bangor West DEA 
 

 



25th August 2020  
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Crainnte Forestry Services are proud to be delivering and growing 

quality jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will 

double in size. We provide 15 direct employees and 18 subcontractors in Sligo & Leitrim 

 making a significant contribution to both direct and indirect employment and the local 

economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

   

2. Current crisis 

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 
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respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high. 

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Crainnte Forestry Services Limited welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its 

implementation with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Crainnte Forestry 

Services Limited with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some 

additional recommendations.  

 

 

o Annual Report:The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

 

o Chairperson:The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions:I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum:A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources:The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals:As noted above, a decision on all appeals should be 

issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Crainnte Forestry Services Limited supports the proposal 

regarding the power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral 

hearing is required to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has 

created long and unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

 

We Crainnte Forestry Services Limited feel that the Forestry Industry is at breaking point 

should this matter not be address with effect immediately. We alone can foresee the 

unfortunate eventuality of having to reduce our workforce as we cannot guarantee access to 

vital sites for works as they are held up in an appeal that has not been addressed in a timely 

manner for everyone in the forestry sector to operate efficiently.  

There are currently 500,000m2 of timber currently sitting idle due to the granting of felling 

licences being appealed and progressed to the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC). We 

need more clarification and an effective process to deal promptly with the appeals process 

and not have the system at a standing point once an appeal is submitted and not leave it 

sitting in limbo as is the current state.  

Crainnte Forestry Services  and  the future of the company are relying on a prompt decision 

to be made on this matter and look forward to a response in a timely manner, as mentioned 

above we cannot plan forward without clarity and without planning job loss is inevitable.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Forestry Company 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I work as a forester in The Forestry Company and cover the North East area. I have engaged 6 
subcontractors. 
 
I wish to express my support of the proposed changes in the FAC Bill. 
 
The Forestry Industry is in crisis. The long delays to issuing licences due to the Forestry Appeals 
Committee (FAC) has caused significant difficulties and endangers my own job, those of my contractors 
and many more within rural Ireland.  
At the present rate at which appeals are being processed it will take 15 months to clear the backlog and 
the rate of new appeals continues to grow. It is also worth noting that the vast majority of appeals are 
lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forestry policy generally rather than any specific 
projects. 
This issue is severely hindering forestry activity, an industry that is fast growing which provides rural 
jobs, contributes to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation, produces technologically 
advanced timber and biofuel products, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 
supports 12,000 jobs.  
 
It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. 
 
The passing of the FAC Bill is critical for the survival of my job, and the survival of the Forestry Industry 
as a whole.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

The Forestry Company,  

 

 



Nolan Transport 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 
 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 
Kind regards, 
 
NOLAN TRANSPORT  

 

 



Western Forestry Co-op 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
I started out a young enthusiastic worker in forestry, and unfortunately at the minute it is not an 
enjoyable industry to be in, and I am calling for this scandalous situation to change so I have a future to 
look forward too. Work by nature doesn’t always have it’s good days, but at the minute every day seems 
to be a bad day, listening to frustrated forest owners who have valuable forests as their pensions funds, 
and in some cases their only assists left , and are unable to gather the reward after the 30 year (plus) 
wait? Why? Because people can object free of charge, even if they live miles and miles, whether it 
effects them or not, and as this has happened numerous times has brought the whole licensing system 
to a standstill as far as I’m concerned. There are long delays at the minute caused by the FAC, they 
simply cannot cope with the increased workload, why don’t they hire more staff maybe? This is having 
lots of negative effects already on the industry as a whole, and if this is not sorted out immediately it will 
be having serve negative effects on people and their personal lives. If I loose my job, what do I do next ? 
How do I pay my bills? Plan having a family? How do I get a mortgage? …….. 
I really do support change, but it needs to come fast before the whole industry disappears forever, along 
with its 12,000 jobs. I would like to be able to live a life where I I’m not stressing out thinking about the 
uncertain future I have, I don’t want to live an unhappy life anymore. I’m also at the stage of life where I 
should be getting ready to think about kids, but at the minute I wouldn’t be able to provide them with 
the basics, not getting paid what I should be because of reduced hours, because my work is taking 
months to come though the system.  
 
Change is needed in Forestry, and I would like to see it ASAP as a concerned citizen of the Republic of 
Ireland.  
 
Regards, 
 

 



Veon 
 
 
Dear Minister Hackett, 
 
I am in support to the amendments to the Agricultural Appeals Act.  
 
That the industry has been brought to its knees is a sad indictment of the very government department 
charged with forestry promotion and regulation but that matter is for another day as it is crucial that the 
amendments are brought in without further delay. 
 
As has been reported in the press, many jobs in rural Ireland have already been lost in the sector, 
including redundancies at our own company, as a result of the gross inefficiency that is pervasive in the 
Forest Service and the FAC which has resulted in the inordinate delays in the granting of licences. 
 
I welcome the amendments to the Act as I see that they will reduce the outrageous delays caused by the 
FAC who clearly are unable to cope with the avalanche of appeals, the majority of which are driven by 
those who are completely unaffected by the granting of licenses and whose livelihoods are not 
dependent on an industry that supports 12,500 rurally located jobs. 
 
The amendments will reduce the considerable damage to the industry and our reputation as a forestry 
investment destination, although severely damaged at present, will stand some chance of recovering in 
the future. The reputational damage caused to the industry will have long term consequences among 
the farming community who are aghast at what has evolved into a monumental crisis and these farmers 
(whom we have been struggling to persuade over the years to convert some of their farms into 
commercial forestry and native woodland schemes) are unlikely to consider forestry as a land use option 
in the future. This in turn will have serious consequences for our carbon emission abatement on a 
national level. 
 
Whilst I appreciate that the current problem did not happen on your Ministerial watch, I am hopeful 
that you will make the necessary amendments to protect what is left of our beleaguered and much 
maligned industry.  
 
The new system should, at the very least, be able to advise those land owners applying for a license 
when they are likely to receive approvals or at least within a reasonable period of time. Mischievous 
third party appeals should also be discouraged with a level of fee to appeal that dissuades time wasters 
and those with their own personal agendas. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 



Stakelums Home & Hardware 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 
 
 
Proposals 
 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought to market, until the 
new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry license “relevant person” have a right to 
object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in the forestry application 
process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 
5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals in a timely and 

fair manner. 
6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord Pleanála. 

 
 
This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  
Bad for jobs 
Bad for rural Ireland 
Bad for exports 
Bad for business 
Bad for our carbon footprint 
Bad for the public purse 
Bad for building 
Bad for renovating 
Bad for retrofitting 
Bad for the environment 
 
You have to ask -Who is this good for?  
 
 
Regards 
Stakelums Home & Hardware 
 

 

 





The Forestry Company 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I work as a forester in The Forestry Company and cover the Connacht area. I have engaged 15 
subcontractors, 2 Harvesters 
 
I wish to express my support of the proposed changes in the FAC Bill. 
 
The Forestry Industry is in crisis. The long delays to issuing licences due to the Forestry Appeals 
Committee (FAC) has caused significant difficulties and endangers my own job, those of my contractors 
and many more within rural Ireland.  
At the present rate at which appeals are being processed it will take 15 months to clear the backlog and 
the rate of new appeals continues to grow. It is also worth noting that the vast majority of appeals are 
lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forestry policy generally rather than any specific 
projects. 
This issue is severely hindering forestry activity, an industry that is fast growing which provides rural 
jobs, contributes to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation, produces technologically 
advanced timber and biofuel products, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 
supports 12,000 jobs.  
 
It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. 
 
The passing of the FAC Bill is critical for the survival of my job, and the survival of the Forestry Industry 
as a whole.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
The Forestry Company 
 
 

 



J.P. Brady & Son Ltd 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 
 
 
Proposals 
 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought to market, 
until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” have a right to 
object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in the forestry application 
process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 
5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals in a timely and 

fair manner. 
6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord Pleanála. 

 
 
This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is : 
 

• Bad for jobs 
• Bad for rural Ireland 
• Bad for exports 
• Bad for business 
• Bad for our carbon footprint 
• Bad for the public purse 
• Bad for building 
• Bad for renovating 
• Bad for retrofitting 
• Bad for the environment 

 
You have to ask -Who is this good for?  
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
J.P. Brady & Son Ltd 
 
 

 















Ardale Property Group 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
As a background, we are a family owned chain of builders merchants in Dublin (Clondalkin, Coolock and 
Blackrock). We employ 105 people directly, and service over 800 customers. A large element of our 
business is to the housing sector, which his a massive user of native timber. 
 
In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals: 
 
 
Proposals 
 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought to market, until 
the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” have a right to 
object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in the forestry application 
process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 
5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals in a timely and 

fair manner. 
6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord Pleanála. 

 
 
This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is:  
 
-Risky for jobs- if we cannot sell timber, we will have to cut out staff numbers 
-Bad for business- our single largest moving product is timber 
-Bad for building- We estimate 30% of current housing is timber frame, due to speed etc. This will 
dramatically inhibit the ability to deliver homes, which is a nationwide problem anyhow. 
 
We see no benefit to anyone in allowing this to continue. 
 
Regards, 
 
Ardale Property Group 
 

 



Expert Hardware Group 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 
Proposals 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought to market, until 
the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if required.  
2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” have a right 
to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in the forestry application 
process. 
3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 
objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 
5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals in a timely 
and fair manner. 
6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord Pleanála. 

This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  
Bad for jobs 
Bad for rural Ireland 
Bad for exports 
Bad for business 
Bad for our carbon footprint 
Bad for the public purse 
Bad for building 
Bad for renovating 
Bad for retrofitting 
Bad for the environment 
You have to ask -Who is this good for?  
 
--  
Kind regards, 
Expert Hardware Group 
 

 



Glennon Brothers 
 
 
Dear Sir / Madam 
 
I am emailing in relation to the draft Agriculture Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 as I am directly 
employed in the Forestry Industry. I strongly support the proposed changes in the “Draft Agricultural 
Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020” due to the following reasons;- 
 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 
• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 
• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 
• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 
• People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 
Families and livelihoods depend on this amendment being enacted. 
 
Regards 
 



SWS Forestry 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I feel it necessary to highlight the unsustainable delays being caused by the Forestry Appeals Committee 
(FAC) at present. 
 
There are already considerable delays and expense with all forestry applications (Afforestation, felling 
licences & forest roads) from the requirement for a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) for each application. 
Approvals from the Forest Service are taking in excess of 18 months to secure, in some cases years. 
Planting levels are on the floor and the industry is in crisis from a starvation of licences. This is having a 
huge knock on effect on the industry, the livelihoods of those depending on the forestry sector, their 
families and the whole economy in general. Many of the sawmills are importing raw timber supplies 
from outside the country because they are unable to secure licences to harvest timber that is growing 
here. 
 
This is being further compounded by an appeal process that is not fit for purpose. Serial objectors can 
object at no cost to themselves to any application anywhere within the country without ever having 
seen the application, the area concerned or having any connection with the community concerned while 
jeopardising an entire sector of the economy and landowners with limited land use options. It is unjust 
and makes a mockery of the entire industry. The effect of this on the forest industry has moved from 
damage limitation initially to being unsustainable to now becoming irreparable unless action is taken 
immediately to reform the appeals procedure. Numerous job losses have already occurred and skills 
have been lost from the industry forever, not to mention the future consequences with regard to 
massive penalties that will be incurred from failing to meet carbon reduction emissions targets. The 
monetary effects will be felt by every single person on this island both forestry and non-forestry related. 
 
Change and reform of the forestry appeals system needs to be brought about swiftly. It’s a no brainer. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
SWS FORESTRY 
 



Glennon Brothers 
 
 
Afternoon 
 
I just want to state that I am in support of the proposed changes in the Draft Agriculture appeals 
(amendment) bill 2020 due to the following reasons. 
 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the FAC 
• The FAC cannot cope with the workload 
• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry 
• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose 
• People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

                                           

                                                                                            
 
 
Regards,  
 

 



Fingal Farm Home & Garden 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 
Proposals 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought to market, until 
the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if required.  
2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” have a right 
to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in the forestry application 
process. 
3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 
objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they lose. 
5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals in a timely 
and fair manner. 
6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord Pleanála. 

This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  
Bad for jobs 
Bad for rural Ireland 
Bad for exports 
Bad for business 
Bad for our carbon footprint 
Bad for the public purse 
Bad for building 
Bad for renovating 
Bad for retrofitting 
Bad for the environment 
You have to ask -Who is this good for?  
Yours Sincerely 
 
Fingal Farm Home & Garden 
 



Western Forestry Co-op 
 
 
Hi 
 
I am a forestry working for western forestry coop. 
We mainly deal with small forest owners and farmer. 
I mainly work in harvesting thinning, clearfell and forest roads 
 
The current long delays within the Forest Service are about to bring the forest industry as a whole to a 
stand still. 
People working within the industry currently have no faith in the current system and there is no light at 
the end of the tunnel. 
The current situation is making it impossible plan workloads or even schedule work. 
Forest contractors are being forced into a situation where equipment will have to be sold and 
employees let go. 
Foresters are only working on a 3/4 day week. 
I was on a four day week until July. 
After October with no work scheduled due to the lack of licences. I am expecting a temporary layoff 
possibly a permanent one. 
The some of the people I work with are seriously considering changing careers if that happens the 
industry will be losing talented people with little chance of them returning. 
I normally rearing to get into work in the morning. With the current situation with no progress most 
days there is no motivation to any work. 
 
There is no advice that can be given to our customers to avoid appeals. A few of our customers have 
paid ecologist for reports with the expectation of expedition of the process only the held up in appeals. 
Some of our thinning customer that have licences in appeal by the time the case is heard and approved 
the sites will be gone past thinning. 
 
With new customer that would normally be told to wait a year or two before making applications we are 
encouraging them to apply now by the time the application is actually approved it could take 2-3 years. 
Previous application would only that 6-9 months to get approval. 
 
Any changes to streamline and speed up the process will be greatly welcomed. 
If changes are not made immediately I can a whole industry vanish which will be a loss to the rural 
economy. 
 
 
Regards 
 
Western Forestry Co-op 

 
 
 



Tadhg O’Connor Ltd 
 
 
Dear Sirs,  
 
Please see attached my proposal re the consultation on the forestry document.  
 
We are builders merchants and employ 70 people.  
 
This figure will dramatically reduce should this crisis continue.  
 
Already this issue is slowing down construction and many carpenters will also become redundant should 
they have no raw materials to work with.  
 
I am available at the below number should anyone want to call me to discuss.  
 
Yours very concerned.  
 
Tadhg O’Connor Ltd. 
087-6578076 
 



Martin Ryan Haulage Ltd 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Please find my submission below in relation to the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
I just a have a few simple facts: 
 

1. The current licencing process is inadequate. Huge delays are being caused by the Forestry 
Appeals committee (FAC). 

2. The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
3. Forestry activities have ceased due to the backlog damaging the Industry. 
4. It is vital that changes are made to the process to ensure the FAC is fit for purpose. 
5. I support the proposed changes in the Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill. 
6. It is very simple; People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 
 
 
Thanks & Regards 
 
Martin Ryan Haulage Ltd 
 



Glennon Brothers 
 
 

To Whom it may concern, 
 
As someone who works in the forestry sector, I fully support the “Draft Agricultural 
Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020”. This is vital for the survival of the forestry sector, 
which is a very important employer and contributor to the Irish economy. 
 

• There are long delays to licences caused by the Forestry Appeals Committee. 
• The FAC cannot cope with the workload. 
• This is hindering forestry activity and damaging the industry. 
• It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. 
• People livelihoods are at stake here. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                            26th August 2020 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
In response to the consultation document on forestry please receive my proposals 
 
 
Proposals 
 

1. That the current backlog is allowed to be fast-tracked and the timber brought 
to market, until the new procedure comes into being. By Ministerial Directive if 
required.  

2. That only those with a reasonable interest in a forestry licence “relevant person” 
have a right to object/appeal- those that live adjacent and/or have taken part in 
the forestry application process. 

3. That the grounds on which objections/appeals are accepted are clear.  
4. That there is a charge for objecting/appealing- and that this charge is repaid to 

objectors/appellants in the event of them winning their case, forfeited if they 
lose. 

5. That the Dept hire the requisite number of staff to process licenses and appeals 
in a timely and fair manner. 

6. That the turnaround time for appeals is 2 months or less – in line with An Bord 
Pleanála. 

 
 
This needs to be addressed. As it is, and if allowed to continue, it is  
Bad for jobs 
Bad for rural Ireland 
Bad for exports 
Bad for business 
Bad for our carbon footprint 
Bad for the public purse 
Bad for building 
Bad for renovating 
Bad for retrofitting 
Bad for the environment 
 
You have to ask -Who is this good for?  
 
 
 
Topline Phelans Hardware 
Castle st. 
Durrow  
Co. Laois 



Veon 
 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I am writing to make observations relating to the Agricultural Appeals Act proposed amendments. In 
general I am supportive of this amendment for the following reasons: 
 

1. The increase in capacity that this will bring about is to be welcomed, providing the Department 
put in place sufficient resources to turn around appeals. In that context, it is broadly agreed 
within the sector that a 60 day turnaround for appeals is desirable and necessary to provide 
clarity quickly for forest owners and managers such as myself. I believe this timeline should be 
written into the legislation to provide clarity and allow the department to properly resource 
itself. The present situation where the hearing of appeals has no deadlines is an appalling 
situation for our clients and makes it impossible for us to plan. I also believe the FAC should be 
made produce a system so that applicants and their managers can see where the appeal is in 
the process and allow the applicant to plan. 

2. The proposed fee is necessary to bring forestry into line with other planning processes. An open 
system like the one presently in place has resulted in a free-for-all which has caused the 
situation to be worse than if a fee was in place. 

3. I believe the restrictions on those who can appeal are very mild and will allow those affected by 
the application to have their voice heard. Plainly a system that allows anybody anywhere to 
appeal any licence is disproportionate and gives huge power to a small group to essentially 
dictate policy.  

 
As a business owner and forester I would like to point out that this situation has been severely damaging 
to my business and to the forestry profession as a whole. My company has suffered greatly financially 
and let staff go owing to the problems within the licencing system, not just appeals. We have also lost 
good foresters to the sector, who have become disillusioned with forestry as a career. If this 
amendment is not passed, there will be more job losses in the sector at a time when the sector should 
be growing. Indeed those who have invested in forestry are already disappointed about the increased 
costs of applications and should expect a system that works. Currently this is not the case and frankly it 
is an embarrassment. 
 
It is vital that the Forestry Appeals Committee is made fit for purpose to allow the sector to function 
plus allow people their right to appeal decisions of the Forest Service.  
 
Finally, it is vital that this legislation is passed quickly as the sector is teetering on the edge and more 
jobs will be lost. 
 
Sincerely, 
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Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have practically come to a standstill and the current system is 

clearly not working. Ireland is the only country in EUROPE where this is happening due to 

the inadequacies of the administratives and the procedural barriers. 

As a result all sectors of the Irish timber industry are crumbling and we are in a very serious 

situation. Our timber haulage business relies on having a supply of timber and it has 

significantly reduced since the new licencing procedures came into effect. The new process 

is having a domino effect on many businesses, timber cannot be cut without a felling licence 

which we all know there is a backlog due to numerous appeals that are not being dealt with 

adequately  and there is no supply of timber for the many sawmills in Ireland who process 

the timber for the building sector, therefore having a knock on effect on the building of 

houses. 

Timber is a crop and like all crops it must be managed well. Thinning is part of this good 

management and owners must be able to thin their crop  when it is ready without having to 

wait many months to obtain a felling licence. By thinning the crop it allows the crop to be 

opened up which leads to more bio-diveresity during the crops lifetime. Forestry helps 

Ireland meet its obligations regarding climate change therefore it is essential that forest 

owners can harvest their crop and replant without needless delays.  

Due to the huge  delays in issuing Felling Licences, the industry is starving for timber and if it 

is not rectified immediately the consequences will be severe. Many, many businesses will 

have to cease trading and if this situation is allowed to happen it will be another nail in the 

coffin for Ireland as it is already going through very difficult times with Covid-19. At present 

the numbers unemployed remain very high especially here in county Laois. The timber 

industry does not want to add to the Live Register but because of the huge delays in 

obtaining  felling licences , it is already  needlessly happening.  

We believe this issue can be resolved and a solution can be found but it is of utmost 

importance that its resolved immediately. We urge you to please get the forestry industry 

back up and running so it can continue to contribute to the Irish economy before it is too late. 

 

Philip and Linda Lalor. 

Directors Lalor Transport Ltd. 
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Western Forestry Co-op 
 
 
To Whom it concerns 
 
 
I am writing an email in regards to agreeing in total with the proposed new forest bill that has been 
issued to the dail. There are very long delays in the forestry sector due to the amount of appeals that is 
overloading the FAC which is mainly down to a small amount of individuals which is targeting forestry 
policy instead of any specific projects. Due to the majority of sites being appealed and the FAC been 
overloaded it is taking a lot longer for application to be processed as a results I have been reduced to a 
four day a week and maybe further depending on the backlog being resolved. In light with this the job 
itself has became very stress full and a factor of uncertainty that I would be made redundant, when 
apply for a mortgage it is proven very difficult to obtain one because of the situated I am in working on a 
four day week with a reduce wage. The owners I am dealing with are becoming very frustrated with the 
whole situated that individuals not in the same area as themselves can object not on specific sites but as 
a total policy for forestry, this is making the job a lot more stressful on myself from the owners as there 
is not communication with the objector. As a concerned worker in the forestry sector I want to see a 
change come soon in regards to the current situation going on at the minute.  
 
 
Kind regards, 
Western Forestry Co-op 
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M Scanlon Contracts 

 

1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

 

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. M Scanlon Contracts is proud to be delivering and growing quality 

jobs, especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in 

size. We provide in excess 0f 300 jobs making a significant contribution to both direct and 

indirect employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

 

  

 
 
 

 

   

2. Current crisis  

 

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  



Draft Agricultural Appeals (Amendment) Bill 2020 August 2020   
 

2 | P a g e  
M Scanlon Contracts 

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Donegal as it lacks investment in other sectors forestry is the backbone 

of the local rural community .  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

M Scanlon Contracts welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 

additional elements. Outlined below is the views of M Scanlon Contracts with respect to 

specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings:M Scanlon Contracts supports the proposal regarding the 

power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required 

to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

 

M Scanlon contracts was set up in 2015 with just myself . Today I employ 7 people 

from my local area in the forestry sector. Over the years i have made investment in 

equipment which will in the next month will be sitting idle  as a direct result of issues 

with felling licences. I will have no option but to let two of my drivers go as i will no 

longer have employment for them. And if the issue is not resolved come this time next 

year I will have to let the remaining staff go . Forests in Ireland are some of the best 

managed in Europe receiving certification from FFC  year after year . i feel that it is 

very unfair that a few people can bring an entire industry to its knees and put large 

amounts of jobs across the country in jeopardy, with the economy all but closed 

forestry has been continuing to contribute to the exchequer when it was never before 

needed so much .  

 

Kind Regards  

Martin Scanlon  

Mananging Director 

0831285348 
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The Forestry Company 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I work as a Forestry Consultant in ‘The Forestry Company’ and cover the top half of the Country. I have 
worked in the forestry sector for over 25 years from a very young age. Forestry as a Natural Resource is 
renewable and should be ‘Sustainable’ and I personally have never seen such a crisis as we are currently 
experiencing. It is not from lack of work effort or input from ourselves. In fact I have a large portfolio of 
hectares in the system caught up in Forest Service screening and appeals process. 
 
I myself create work both directly and indirectly within the Forestry Sector through nurseries, delivery 
trucks, sourcing stakes and wire, advertising, to premiums and farmers spending their income locally – 
to harvesting – the extent of my contractors are nationwide and it is such a shame when the sites, funds 
and work is there but we are caught up in the appeals system. Therefore little or no works is currently 
happening. 
 
On a personal level, my husband is a forester, My brother works in Harvesting sector, My cousins work 
in the sawmilling industry and none of us have faced unemployment before. My father worked in the 
sector all his life and we were never without work.  
 
I wish to express my support of the proposed changes in the FAC Bill. 
 
The Forestry Industry is in crisis. The long delays to issuing licences due to the Forestry Appeals 
Committee (FAC) has caused significant difficulties and endangers my own job, those of my contractors 
and many more within rural Ireland.  
At the present rate at which appeals are being processed it will take 15 months to clear the backlog and 
the rate of new appeals continues to grow. It is also worth noting that the vast majority of appeals are 
lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forestry policy generally rather than any specific 
projects. 
This issue is severely hindering forestry activity, an industry that is fast growing which provides rural 
jobs, contributes to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation, produces technologically 
advanced timber and biofuel products, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 
supports 12,000 jobs.  
 
It is vital that the FAC is reformed to make it fit for purpose. 
 
The passing of the FAC Bill is critical for the survival of my job and my family, and the survival of the 
Forestry Industry as a whole.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 



The Forestry Company, 



25th August 2020  
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

 

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. S and s harvesting is proud to be delivering and growing quality jobs, 

especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in 

size. We provide 3 jobs making a significant contribution to both direct and indirect 

employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.  

 

 

  

 
 
 

 

   

2. Current crisis  

3.  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  
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Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in tipperary.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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4. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

S and s harvesting welcomes the draft legislation and encourages its implementation with 

additional elements. Outlined below is the views of s and s harvesting with respect to 

specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: S and s harvesting supports the proposal regarding the 

power of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required 

to determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

  

S and s harvesting Ltd is a family business employing myself and my two sons Brian and 

Jesse. I’m involved in the harvesting and extraction side of timber since 1985. I have seen 

ups and downs but none as bad as this, because of the shortage of felling licenses. 

Our company was set up in 2011. We have been in constant work until a shortage of work 

came three or four months ago due to the lack of felling licences. We had be working in 

North Tipperary until then. We found ourselves out of work two months ago and we had to 

park our machine for 3 weeks. Now we find ourselves in North Galway competing for work in 

other contracts areas. There would be plenty of local work if this problem was resolved. We 

were told this by 5 different  companies when we were out of work. Three separate house 

holds are depending on our company. At the moment I’m not sure how long we can survive 

with machine payments, wages insurance and other costs. 

Regards. 

Patrick Sullivan  

S and s harvesting Ltd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



25th August 2020  
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1. Managed Forestry in Ireland  

Managed forestry is a fast growing, green industry which provides rural jobs, contributes 

to climate action, facilitates tourism and recreation and produces technologically 

advanced timber and biofuel products. The industry, which is managed to the highest 

European standards, makes a €2.3 billion contribution to the Irish economy and 

supports 12,000 jobs. Horgan Brothers is proud to be delivering and growing quality jobs, 

especially in our rural communities. By 2035, it is expected that the sector will double in 

size. We provide 20 jobs making a significant contribution to both direct and indirect 

employment and the local economy.  

  

Forestry has the potential to significantly contribute to Ireland’s obligations to mitigate 

climate change and provides valuable habitats for biodiversity and nature, along with 

important ecosystem services such as water quality and flood protection. Forestry can also 

meaningfully improve farm income and farm value. 

 

The formation of a new government, together with an important and ambitious Programme 

for Government, Our Shared Future, paves the way for policy formation, legislation and 

change. We will always seek to engage positively with Government into the future and we 

note in particular that forestry can play an important role across so many of the objectives 

laid out in the Programme for Government. 

  

This is a shovel ready sector, with real potential to grow sustainable local and green jobs.   
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2. Current crisis  

At present, the forestry industry is at crisis point.  

 

Since the introduction of new forestry licensing procedures in 2019, the processing and 

issuing of forestry licences have been seriously impacted. The current system is not fit for 

purpose and the ability to operate and plan is being impeded by administrative inadequacies 

and procedural barriers, which exist nowhere else in Europe.  

 

There has been widespread disruption across the forestry sector. Currently, felling license 

approvals are only at 20% of the required rate; consequently, the industry is being starved of 

the necessary timber supplies. The potential impact is severe, both financially and with 

respect to jobs as sawmills will run out of timber within months unless the current impasse is 

resolved. The severity of the situation is underscored even further when the impact of Covid-

19 is considered as unemployment soars nationally and the numbers on the Live Register 

remain high here in Cork.  

 

Another central part of the licensing process, the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) has 

caused significant difficulties. At present, there are approximately over 400 outstanding 

projects appealed but not yet processed – these appeals impact planting, felling and road 

building. Since the start of the year, the FAC has only processed an average of circa 25 

projects per month.  At the present rate at which appeals are being processed, it will take 16 

months to clear the backlog. However, the rate of new appeals continues to grow and is 

actually far greater than the rate at which they are being processed - leading to an ever 

increasing backlog. In one day in early August, objectors stalled production of 100,000 cubic 

metres of timber - enough timber to build 5,000 homes.  It is also worth noting that the vast 

majority of appeals are lodged by a small handful of individuals and target forest policy 

generally rather than any specific project.  

 

We believe that these issues can be addressed, and solutions identified but action must be 

taken now before more jobs are lost rather than created and the true potential of the industry 

is undermined.   
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3. Comments regarding the draft legislation 

Horgan Brothers Timber Extraction Limited welcomes the draft legislation and encourages 

its implementation with additional elements. Outlined below is the views of Horgan Brothers 

with respect to specific parts of the draft legislation alongside some additional 

recommendations.  

 

• Head 3: 

 

o Annual Report: The proposal regarding the introduction of a yearly report is 

welcome. A key focus of the report should be on how the FAC performs with 

respect to the timely delivery of decisions on appeals. Sufficient resources 

should be put in place to ensure that FAC decisions are delivered within 60 

days of appeals being lodged.  

 

• Head 4: 

 

o Chairperson: The introduction of a Deputy Chairperson is welcome; this 

would negate current difficulties where the Chairperson must be a participant 

in every appeal.  

 

o FAC Divisions: I welcome the proposal to allow the FAC to meet in divisions 

and recommend that a division of the FAC should be able to operate without 

one of the Chairpersons and be compromised of FAC board members only.  

 

o Quorum: A quorum for a committee should be 2 rather than 3, as this is 

appropriate to the level of complexity of forestry projects and it will allow the 

statutory timeframe of 2 months to be met.  

 

o Criteria for FAC Membership: The FAC will be able to fully utilise the 

resources at its disposal by the removal of the requirement for a member of 

the FAC to be of a specified grade – this is a welcome proposal.  

 

o Resources: The FAC must be adequately resourced and have the 

appropriate manpower to clear the backlog and reach a point where all 

appeals are decided upon within 60 days of an appeal being lodged.  

 

o Timeframe for Appeals: As noted above, a decision on all appeals should 

be issued within 60 days of an appeal being lodged – a statutory timeframe 

should be put in place for dealing with appeals; an approach already adopted 

for some housing developments. This additional amendment is of 

fundamental importance to improving the effectiveness of the forestry appeals 

legislation. 
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• Head 5  

 

o Payment of fees: The proposal regarding an introduction of a fee for appeals 

is welcome and a key step to ensure the FAC is adequately resourced and 

brings the process in line with other planning requirements.  

 

o Oral Headings: Horgan Brothers supports the proposal regarding the power 

of the Chairperson(s) to determine whether an oral hearing is required to 

determine an appeal. The holding of oral hearings has created long and 

unnecessary delays.  

 

o Ministerial Powers: The proposal for the relevant Minister to retain the 

stated powers to issue Directives and formulate regulations for the FAC is 

welcome.  

 

• Additional Measures to those contained in the draft legislation: 

 

o National forestry policy: Terms of reference for the FAC should make note 

of the obligation of the licensing system and the process for appeals to 

support national forestry policy. The importance of the forestry sector, the 

employment it supports throughout Ireland and its €2.3 billion contribution to 

the national economy have been recognised by successive governments.  

 

o Appeals without sufficient ground: The Chairperson of the FAC should be 

given powers to reject appeals which are without sufficient ground or merit.  

 

o Site specific appeals: Valid grounds for appeal should be further developed 

to ensure all appeals are related to a specific site and are not used as a 

mechanism to object to national forest policy.  

 

o Appeals determination and precedence: The Chairperson of the FAC 

should establish a firm precedent from existing decisions; this would avoid a 

situation of hearing repeated appeals that are generic and raise no new 

issues. If an appeal is upheld or rejected, the FAC should be able to examine 

its backlog of existing appeals (and new appeals) and summarily issue the 

same decision on appeals of exactly the same type and same pertinent 

factors. 

 

o Lodging of appeals: The Minister should establish more rigorous 

requirements with regard to an application to appeal; that is to say that an 

appeal should have grounds that relate to an individual licence rather than a 

group of licences. Evidence for specific appeals should be provided when 

lodging the appeal and the appellant should be required to state their specific 

interest in the licence that they are appealing.  
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4. Conclusion  

So, in conclusion the current felling license crisis has had a massive impact of not only the industry 

but also my specific company. I have been working in the Irish Forestry industry with 48 years and 

have never seen such a crisis which could bring the entire industry to a halt. I personally have 20 

staff working in the industry and we have already seen the effects of this crisis due to the 

uncertainty of work. Despite this uncertainty of work the banks still demand repayments to be made 

for machinery with is not operational. And if work does appear again its difficult to get staff back 

again which were only laid off a few weeks previous.  The crisis is extremely concerning and I as an 

employer and veteran of the industry hope and pray the government will prevail and bring some 

sense back to the process of granting felling licenses.  

 

Yours Sincerely  

John Joe Horgan  

Company Director  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I support the forestry bill 


