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Executive Summary 

A new Statement of Strategy 2019 - 2021 was prepared for the Department which sets out 

the overarching goals for the Department and the key objectives in achieving them. The 

Public Service Management Act 1997, requires a report to be presented annually to the 

Minister on progress in meeting the objectives set out in the strategy statement.  

Overview of Department 

The remit of the Department covers telecommunications; broadcasting; postal; energy; 

climate action; waste management and resource efficiency; environmental policy and air 

quality; noise and radiation protection policy and natural resources.  

The Department’s vision is for Ireland to become a leader in delivering climate action, 

achieving environmental sustainability and bringing the opportunities offered by digital 

communications to all citizens. This long term vision is focused upon transitioning to a 

prosperous, modern, competitive and carbon neutral economy, underpinned by flexible well-

regulated markets. 

Our mission is to develop across Government policies which power economic and social 

progress, while at the same time improving the environment in a lasting way for future 

generations. 

The Department delivers on its vision and mission by focusing on four key goals:  

Goal 1 - Climate Leadership  

Ireland will deliver a coherent and effective response to climate disruption and seize the 

enterprise opportunities in a low carbon economy.  

Goal 2 - Connectivity and Communications  

Provide access to a world class communications network with high quality services, 

supporting connected communities and enabling citizens to embrace digital opportunities in 

a safe environment.  

Goal 3 - Environment and Sustainable Resource Use  

Use resources with care and responsibility minimising the generation of waste and 

consistently enhancing our environment in all its dimensions.  
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Goal 4 - Governance and Regulation  

Be best in class in creating the policy direction and the regulatory environment for our 

sectors, so as to ensure good governance, competitive markets, diversity, innovation and 

sustainable practices. 

The Department made significant progress on achieving the goals in the Statement of 

Strategy 2019-2021 and this Annual Report outlines the main achievements and 

developments during the year.  
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GOAL 1: Climate Leadership  

Ireland will deliver a coherent and effective response to climate 

disruption and seize the enterprise opportunities in a low 

carbon economy 
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1 GOAL 1: Climate Leadership  

Ireland will deliver a coherent and effective response to 

climate disruption and seize the enterprise opportunities in 

a low carbon economy 

At the core of this goal is the Department’s climate action and energy policy framework. The 

central objective of this goal as articulated in the Statement of Strategy is to make the step 

change in climate action real, putting Ireland on a sustainable pathway to being a leader in 

climate change. The focus over this time is to: 

 Cut greenhouse gas emissions by at least 30% by 2030 

 Deliver energy efficiency target of at least 32.5% by 2030 

 Deliver 70% renewable electricity on the power grid 

 Future proof our enterprise sectors for a decarbonised economy 

 Mobilise communities to achieve sustainability in energy and travel  
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1.1 Climate Action Plan to Tackle Climate Breakdown 

The Climate Action Plan was published in June 2019. The plan is designed to reduce 

emissions by 35% by 2030 (or 3.5% per year on average).  

The Climate Action Plan has a strong focus on implementation over the period 2019 to 2021 

including actions with specific timelines and steps needed to achieve each action. A Climate 

Action Delivery Board was established to oversee delivery of the actions, implementation of 

which spans across 13 Government Departments and 40 agencies.  

The Climate Action Plan 2019: First Progress Report published in October 2019 reported on 

176 measures due for completion by the end of Q3 2019. The report showcased a 

completion rate of 85%. DCCAE and its respective agencies was responsible for 84 

measures, the Department’s completion rate was 84%. 

Climate Action (Amendment) Bill 2019 

The Climate Action Plan committed to bringing forward a new Climate Action (Amendment) 

Bill. The General Scheme of the Bill was approved by Government in December 2019 and 

submitted to the Office of Parliamentary Counsel for priority drafting. The Bill will significantly 

strengthen the State’s climate governance framework and includes; enacting a 2050 climate 

target in law, delivering climate budgets every five years, and annual updates of the Climate 

Action Plan.  

The Bill also provides for a newly established Climate Action Council which will have a 

strengthened role, including advising on carbon budgets.  

Climate Adaptation 

Climate adaptation addresses the current and future risks posed by a changing climate, 

aiming to reduce the vulnerability of our environment, society and increase resilience. The 

National Adaptation Framework provides a framework to ensure that local authorities, 

regions and key sectors can address these objectives.  

Nine individual sectoral adaptation plans were approved by Government in 2019. The plans 

cover: 

 Seafood, Agriculture and Forestry 

 Biodiversity 

 Built and Archaeological Heritage 

 Transport Infrastructure 
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 Electricity and Gas Networks 

 Communications Networks 

 Flood Risk Management  

 Water Quality and Water Services Infrastructure  

 Health 

The Department, through the work of the Climate Action Regional Offices (CAROs), helped 

develop local adaptation strategies for all 31 Local Authorities in 2019. 

National Energy and Climate Plan  

The preparation of a National Energy and Climate Plan, covering 2021-2030, is one of the 

key provisions of the Energy Union Governance Regulation. The first draft NECP was 

submitted to the European Commission at the end of December 2018. A public consultation 

on the NECP was held in February 2019, the findings of which have informed the final 

NECP. All of the Climate Action Plan policies and measures have been incorporated into the 

modelling underpinning the final NECP which will be submitted to the European Commission 

in 2020.  
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1.2 Create the Cross-Government Framework and Method 

of Working Which Develops Effective Policy Platforms 

to Deliver Our Goal  

The delivery of the Climate Action Plan requires strengthened capacity to evolve policy 

progressively, to implement agreed actions successfully and to engage meaningfully with 

many stakeholders.  

Biofuels  

Biofuels policy is, in the short to medium term, the principal driver of decarbonisation in the 

transport sector. The Biofuels Obligation Scheme, introduced in 2010, requires suppliers of 

road transport fuels to include a certain percentage of sustainable biofuels across their 

general fuel mix.  

In 2019, the rate was increased from 8% to 10% by volume. The increased obligation saw 

an extra 24 million litres of fossil fuel being replaced with biofuel, in turn reducing Ireland's 

emissions by almost 102,000 tonnes of CO2. A total of 260 million litres of biofuels was 

placed on the Irish road transport market in 2019. 

In addition, a Statutory Instrument was signed by the Minister to increase the rate to 11% by 

volume with effect from January 1st 2020. 

A public consultation was held from September 2019 to November 2019 to elicit views from 

the relevant stakeholders and the wider public in relation to how the Biofuels Obligation 

Scheme will continue to be developed over the coming decade. 42 submissions were 

received. An updated policy statement on the scheme will be published in 2020. 

Climate Action Fund 

The Climate Action Fund (CAF) was created to support the funding of initiatives by public 

and private bodies which contribute to the achievement of Ireland’s climate and energy 

targets in a cost effective manner. 

Seven projects from the first call for funding moved into the validation stage, during which 

projects have to meet certain criteria related to financial, environmental and legal 

requirements and commitments. Up to €77 million of support will be provided and this should 

leverage a total of €300 million investment. 

The first project to move to delivery stage, in September 2019, was ESB’s ecars project with 

the CAF committing up to €10 million leveraging a further €10 million investment from ESB. 

This project will install new, modern electric vehicle chargers across the country as well as 
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upgrade the existing charging network. This project includes the installation of 140 fast 

chargers consisting of 90 150kW chargers, each of which will be capable of charging two 

vehicles simultaneously, and upgrading 50 existing standard chargers to 50kW chargers.  

The project will also involve replacing over 500 existing standard charge points with next 

generation high reliability models. By the end of 2019 almost 100 of these chargers had 

already been replaced.  

The ESB’s ecars project installed the first of the more advanced, and future proofed, fast 

charger points in December 2019. This project is expected to complete in 2022.  

At the end of 2019, a call for Expressions of Interest issued for the next round of the CAF. 

This call was to help inform the design of the next round of funding, by gauging the level of 

projects needing support. It is envisaged that the next round of funding will open for 

applications in the second half of 2020 allowing both public and private bodies to apply to 

contribute to the achievement of Ireland’s climate and energy targets in a cost effective 

manner. 

Research 

Ireland has strategically programmed and built a strong climate research and innovation 

infrastructure in recent years, with funding provided to Ireland’s research-producing 

organisations to carry out science and policy-relevant research, as well as establishing 

dedicated Enterprise Ireland Technology Centres and Science Foundation Ireland (SFI) 

research centres.  

As anticipated under the Climate Action Plan, SFI has established a Zero Emissions 

Challenge programme to support research teams seeking to address significant challenges 

in achieving net-zero economy-wide greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. 



9 

 

1.3 Engage with Wider Society at Local, Regional, Sectoral 

and International Levels to Support the Delivery of Our 

Goal  

Building Awareness and Societal Engagement 

The Climate Action Pan requires the Department to enhance the effectiveness of climate 

related communications, network building and deliberative capacity. The National Dialogue 

on Climate Action is an inclusive process of engagement and consensus building across 

society, and seeks to create awareness and motivation to act (locally, regionally and 

nationally) in relation to the challenges presented by climate change. In 2019, the 

Department progressed the delivery of youth and community engagement events through 

the NDCA including:  

 Local gatherings with participants from local Environmental groups, community 

groups, members of the public, local businesses and local government organisations 

in Kildare, Mayo and Dublin. These events considered strategies to engage citizens 

and to develop an action plan for local engagement and identified opportunities and 

explored ideas. 

 A series of local town-hall events which were aimed at a broad range of interests 

groups and citizens.  

 Three workshops on approaches to citizen engagement which were tailored 

to specific sectors, NGO and Environmental practitioners, Climate Action Regional 

Offices (Local Authorities) and community organisations.  

 Specific youth focussed engagement workshops which have involved young people 

in Climate Action issues and sought their suggestions and ideas for mobilising and 

supporting climate action.  

In addition, the Department:  

 Continued to support An Taisce to deliver its National Climate Change Action and 

Awareness Programme (NCCAAP) in schools and third level institutions. Key 

elements of the programme include the flagship Climate Ambassador Programme; 

teacher training courses; the development of teacher resources; engagement events 

and an annual Climate Action week in schools and colleges.  

 Sponsored and judged a prize fund of €5,000 for the Tidy Towns special “Climate 

Action and Air Quality Award”.  
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 Supported the EPA in organising the first National Climate Conference – “Ireland as 

a leader in Climate Change” which took place in in May 2019.  

 Supported the hosting of two free Climate Change lectures in the Mansion house 

held in May and November 2019. 

Energy Efficiency  

The Statement of Strategy outlines how our homes and workplaces will require significant 

investment to make them more energy efficient, both through improvements in the building 

fabric and with renewable heating systems 

Residential Retrofitting 

The Department provides funding for the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) to 

provide grants to householders, communities and people at risk of energy poverty to make 

energy efficiency improvements in their homes.  

In 2019, €104 million was spent, supporting approximately 24,700 households as well as 

upgrades in community buildings.  

 18,531 homes received grants resulting in 40,700 energy efficiency measures being 

installed; 

 3,482 households at risk of energy poverty received free energy efficiency upgrades; 

 57 projects were completed under the Communities Programme, delivering energy 

upgrades to 696 homes and 475 public, private and community buildings; 

 111 homes completed upgrades to at least a BER A3 under the Deep Retrofit Pilot 

Scheme ; 

 1,827 homes received funding to install Solar PV; 

 103,110 Building Energy Ratings were published. 

This package delivered energy savings of 217.4 GWh, reduced CO2 emissions by 54,700 

tonnes and lowered energy bills by €14.4 million, while supporting over 4,500 jobs. 

A Retrofit Taskforce, chaired by the Department and with cross Departmental and agency 

membership, was established in September 2019 to develop a new retrofit delivery model 

capable of achieving the ambitious targets set out in the Climate Action Plan.  
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Ireland’s Long-Term Renovation Strategy sets out the national roadmap for energy efficiency 

upgrades. An important part of this roadmap will be addressing the energy efficiency of our 

rental sector. The Department commenced a public consultation concerning measures to 

address the split-incentive problem within the commercial, public and residential rental 

sector. Results of the consultation will inform the recommendations of a Rental Sector 

Energy Efficiency Advisory Group and the Retrofit Taskforce. 

Energy Poverty 

Over 3,000 more households received free energy efficiency upgrades under the Better 

Energy Warmer Homes Scheme, with over 50% of these receiving deeper measure 

upgrades compared with only 16% of recipients in 2018 and less than 5% of recipients in 

2017. 

Between 2016-2019, almost €30 million has been spent on upgrading over 1,200 homes in 

the pilot areas of Dublin 8, 10, 12, 22 and 24 under the Warmth and Wellbeing Pilot Scheme.  

COP 25 and the Paris Agreement 

The Minister led Ireland’s delegation to the Twenty-fifth Conference of the Parties to the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC COP 25) climate 

conference in Madrid, Spain, in December 2019. The main focus of the conference was to 

finalise the outstanding elements of the Paris Agreement and clear the path for raising 

ambition at COP26.  

Ireland joined a group of ambitious countries which agreed a set of principles, known as the 

‘San Jose Principles for High Ambition and Integrity in International Carbon Markets’, 

underlining our position that the only acceptable outcome is one which does not undermine 

the environmental integrity of the Paris Agreement.  

Ireland also became a member of the Carbon Neutrality Coalition which involves countries 

supporting higher climate ambition. Ireland also signed the Niulakita High Ambition 

Declaration on Shipping which promotes short, medium and long-term measures to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions from the maritime transport sector by at least 40% by 2030 and 

at least 70% by 2050 compared to 2008. 

The Minister delivered Ireland's national statement at COP25 and also participated in a 

number of high level negotiations. The Minister announced Ireland’s multi-annual pledge to 

the Green Climate Fund which helps developing countries adapt to impacts of climate 

change, doubling our annual commitment during this period, and providing a total 

contribution of €18million over 2019 to 2023.  
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Climate Finance 

A key element of the Paris Agreement is the provision of financial support by developed 

countries to developing countries. In 2019, the Department provided €2.5 million to support 

international climate action. This comprised core and supplementary funding to the 

UNFCCC, and financial support for the Green Climate Fund, the Adaptation Fund, the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, as well as the NDC Partnership. 
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1.4 Demonstrate Leadership in the Public Sector  

The role of the Department spans all of the energy sectors including electricity, heat and 

transport. It will contribute significantly to the transition to a low carbon, climate-resilient 

future through a range of policies and measures, supporting Ireland in reaching ambitious 

targets for renewable energy and energy efficiency.  

Renewable Electricity 

The amount of energy from renewable sources continued to grow in 2019, and represented 

36.6% approx. of all electricity generation. At the end of the year, the total amount of 

renewable generation connected to the grid was 4,462 MW, of which 4,102 MW was wind 

generation. 

Renewable Electricity Support Scheme 

Work on the development of a new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) 

continued throughout 2019. The new RESS is designed to deliver on the All of Government 

Climate Action Plan target of 70% of electricity demand to be met from renewable energy 

sources by 2030.  

The EU state aid approval process commenced with pre notification of the scheme to the EU 

Commission.  

Two stakeholder briefings were held in September and November 2019 to inform 

stakeholders on the proposed detailed design and implementation of the scheme.  

The draft terms and conditions for the first competition under the RESS scheme were 

approved by Government and released for public consultation in December 2019.  

Solar PV 

The SEAI Solar PV Scheme commenced in 2018 to support installation of Solar PV on 

domestic homes built and occupied prior to 2011. In 2019 1,827 installations were supported 

at a cost of €4.3 million. 

A microgeneration working group was set up to examine an enabling framework for micro-

generation which tackles existing barriers and establishes suitable supports within relevant 

market segments.  

A pilot microgeneration scheme was launched in 2018 by the SEAI to help domestic 

customers who install rooftop solar photovoltaic (PV) equipment on their homes. The grant is 

available to homes built and occupied before 2011. The pilot scheme is targeting domestic 
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customers, solar PV installations (rooftop solar panels), self-consumption (grant to assist 

with installation costs with no tariff for export) and battery energy storage systems (BESS).  

The pilot scheme was reviewed in December 2019 and the costs of installation were 

assessed. Some grant changes were made to the scheme arising from that assessment. It is 

expected the pilot scheme will run until the end of 2020.  

In 2019, there were 1,827 applications to the solar PV scheme and it cost €4.3 million. 

Support Scheme for Renewable Heat 

The second phase of the Support Scheme for Renewable Heat opened in June 2019 and 

provides operational support for biomass boilers and anaerobic digestion heating systems. 

A public consultation to inform a policy framework for district heating in Ireland was launched 

in December 2019. The submissions received will inform the direction the policy framework 

will take and the future development of district heating in Ireland. 

Support was provided to 75 organisations through the Excellence in Energy Efficient Design 

(EXEED) programme. Grants of over €1.7 million were provided which funded 24 projects 

with 32 GWh primary energy savings and 5.8 ktCO2 of emissions savings. 

Initiatives to reduce energy consumption in the SME sector were further developed by SEAI 

in 2019. A total of 227 enterprises availed of supports for the installation of energy efficient 

lighting and technologies in milking parlours, delivering savings of 13.5 GWh TPER and 2.3 

ktCO2. 

The SEAI launched the Energy Academy, a free online resource specifically for SMEs which 

focuses on energy efficiency opportunities and gives businesses access to high quality 

energy training. 

SEAI commenced the development of a building register aligned with their Monitoring and 

Reporting (M&R) system. This is the first step towards building energy benchmarking, and 

ultimately can be expanded to allow publication of display energy certificates. 

Offshore Wind 

The Department continued to work closely with the Department for Housing, Planning and 

Local Government on the development of a new, streamlined consenting regime for offshore 

renewable energy – the Marine Planning and Development Management Bill. The enactment 

of the Bill will provide a modern, up to date regulatory and marine planning framework for 

offshore renewable energy developments beyond the limits of the foreshore.  

The General Scheme of the Bill was approved by Government in December 2019.  
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A Working Group on the Framework for Offshore Electricity Grid was established in late 

2019. It is chaired by DCCAE, and its membership includes Eirgrid, the CRU and ESB 

Networks. The objective of the group is to assess the options available for a suitable 

offshore grid model for Ireland allowing us to develop an offshore grid model informed by 

and aligned to Government Policy.  

Energy Efficiency  

The Department develops policies and provides funding to support the non-residential 

sector’s contribution to the energy efficiency targets. In 2019, this included: 

Energy Efficiency Obligation Scheme 

The Energy Efficiency Obligation Scheme achieved 788.9GWh of energy savings in 2019. 

Of these savings 214.2GWh were delivered independently of other SEAI 

programmes/Exchequer supports. Under the Energy Efficiency Obligation Scheme, larger 

energy suppliers must support energy efficiency projects in homes and businesses across 

Ireland.  

Public Sector Leading by Example 

The Statement of Strategy highlights the role of all public sector organisations in continuing 

to demonstrate leadership to ensure that Ireland is taking the necessary steps to reduce its 

vulnerability to the impacts of climate change. Work in this area in 2019 included: 

 Implementation of the Public Sector Energy Efficiency Strategy progressed well in 

2019, with data from the SEAI showing a 27% improvement in Energy Efficiency by 

end of 2018. Public bodies and Government Departments have saved over €1.3 

billion on energy spend and avoided 4.58 mtCO2 emissions since 2009. 

 The Department itself demonstrated its capacity to lead by example with the most 

recent data showing that the Department had improved its energy efficiency by 39% 

at end 2018. 

 The Department provided funding of over €10 million for public sector energy 

efficiency supports during the year. This included funding for a number of pathfinder 

partnership retrofit programmes between SEAI and DES, OPW and HSE which 

focused on energy efficiency retrofits in schools, central government and HSE 

buildings. A total of 89 buildings had energy efficiency upgrades as part of the 2019 

Programme with estimated impact of 21 GWh. 
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 In 2019, 16 schools received energy retrofit measures under the SEAI/DES Schools 

Energy Retrofit Programme and 73 public buildings were retrofitted under the SEAI 

Pathfinder Partnership Programme. Over 800 schools participated in the Energy in 

Education Programme, a collaboration between the SEAI and the Department of 

Education & Skills, which provides a range of supports and services to schools to 

help them improve their energy efficiency. 

 Along with colleagues in SEAI and OPW, the Department continued to support 

Energy Performance Officers to improve energy management, share best practice 

and develop further energy efficiency projects. This included the successful delivery 

of capacity development workshops to support the groups to collectively deliver the 

33% 2020 target and effectively plan for the new and more ambitious 2030 targets.  

 Funding was also secured under the EU Structural Reform Support Service for 

expertise to inform the design and development of a Framework for implementing a 

comprehensive building upgrade programme for the Public Sector.  

Electric Vehicles  

The Government’s policy regarding the increased usage of Electric Vehicles (EVs) is 

primarily driven by the Climate Action Plan which sets a target of 936,000 EVs by 2030. This 

is equivalent to one-third of the circa 2.8 million vehicles currently on the road in Ireland.  

Incentives to drive the uptake of electric vehicles continued and by the end of 2019, the total 

number of electric vehicles on Irish roads was over 15,500, a more than doubling of the 2018 

figure.  

In September 2019, the Public Charge Point Scheme was introduced to provide funding to 

local authorities for the development of on-street public chargers. The primary focus of this 

scheme is to provide support for the installation of infrastructure which will facilitate owners 

of EVs, who do not have access to a private parking space but rely on parking their vehicles 

on public streets, to charge their EVs near their homes. 

The Low Emissions Vehicle Taskforce, which is co-chaired by the Department and the 

Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, completed Phase 2 of its work, which focused 

on low emission vehicles that use fuel other than electricity, and published a progress report 

in November 2019. 
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Electricity Interconnection Policy 

The Department submitted an Implementation Plan for the regulatory design of electricity 

wholesale markets to the Commission in December 2019, containing the collection of 

planned regulatory and TSO measures for the wholesale electricity market already in the 

public domain; referencing wider Government Policy and the Climate Action Plan.  

All Island Single Electricity Market (SEM) and I-SEM  

The new market design for the all island wholesale Single Electricity Market (SEM), which 

went live in 2018, includes a state aid approved mechanism for remunerating capacity. The 

mechanism involves regular competitive auctions for capacity for selected future periods and 

is designed to help ensure that the generation capacity in Ireland and Northern Ireland is 

sufficient to meet demand and that the regulatory approved generation adequacy standard is 

satisfied. 

Three such auctions took place during 2019, including the first long term auction known as 

T-4 in April 2019. T-4 auctions will take place every year for capacity to be delivered in four 

years’ time. 

Just Transition 

The Climate Action Plan commits to delivering a just transition recognising the significant 

level of change required and that burdens borne must be seen to be fair. In 2019 the 

European Commission accepted Ireland’s application for the Midlands Region to join the EU 

wide Platform for Coal Regions in Transition. Membership of the Platform enables the 

Midlands region to access assistance with developing strategies and projects for the region, 

focusing in particular on the employment challenges faced by workers affected by 

decarbonisation.  

Mr. Kieran Mulvey was appointed Just Transition Commissioner in November 2019 to 

engage with relevant stakeholders in the Midlands region and to recommend the essential 

elements of a just transition for workers and communities in the Midlands. 

Budget 2020 prioritised €31m in funding to support a just transition in the Midlands Region, 

ring-fenced from additional carbon tax revenue, through a number of initiatives including, the 

establishment of a Just Transition Fund. This fund is managed by DCCAE and will, through 

a competitive call for funding proposals, provide support for: innovative proposals which 

have the potential to generate sustainable employment in green enterprise in the region; 

retraining and reskilling of workers to assist local communities and businesses in the 

Midlands to adjust to the low carbon transition; proactive communications with affected 
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communities and other stakeholders in the region and develop best practice sharing 

networks and frameworks and local transition plans. 

Budget 2020 has also provided funding for a €20 million Midlands Retrofit Scheme to 

upgrade the energy efficiency of the social housing stock in the Midlands, with a focus on 

upgrading larger batches of homes in distinct, compact geographical areas.  

The EU Just Transition Fund, proposed as part of the Green Deal package, will provide 

financial support to the economies, people and the environment of territories facing serious 

socio-economic challenges deriving from the transition process towards the EU’s 2030 

climate targets and a climate-neutral economy by 2050. Under the Next Generation EU 

package, it is proposed that Ireland will receive €176 million for investments to support a just 

transition in our regions over the next seven years. 

Bord na Móna Bog Rehabilitation Scheme  

In November 2019, the Minister proposed an extensive programme of enhanced 

decommissioning, rehabilitation and restoration of bogs previously harvested by Bord na 

Móna for peat used for electricity generation. 

The Department commenced discussions with the European Commission towards the end of 

2019 regarding any possible State Aid implications relating to the proposed bog 

rehabilitation scheme and a pre-notification for State Aid was submitted in December 2019. 
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Goal 2: Connectivity and Communications  

Provide access to a world class communications network with 

high quality services, supporting connected communities and 

enabling citizens to embrace digital opportunities, in a safe 

environment 
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2 GOAL 2: Connectivity and Communications  

Provide access to a world class communications network 

with high quality services, supporting connected 

communities and enabling citizens to embrace digital 

opportunities, in a safe environment 

Ireland is a leading European digital economy, ranked 6th in the EU in 2020 based on 2019 

data (the Digital Economy and Society Index). Our international and national digital 

connectivity is critically important to maintaining and enhancing Ireland’s competitiveness in 

global markets and in the knowledge and information economy. Policy in this areas focuses 

on: 

 Delivery of high-speed broadband to every premises in Ireland; 

 Ensuring a clear and consistent regulatory environment which fosters investment and 

innovation as well as protecting and empowering citizens; 

 Delivery of the highest standard in online safety in a fast-changing digital 

environment; 

 Supporting high quality broadcasting content, in particular public service 

broadcasting, through a new funding model.  
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2.1 National Broadband Plan – High Speed Broadband to 

All Homes and Businesses 

National Broadband Plan  

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) reflects the Government’s ambition to ensure that every 

home, school and business in Ireland, regardless of how remote or rural, has access to high 

speed broadband. This is being achieved through a combination of commercial investment 

across Ireland and a State intervention in those areas where commercial operators acting 

alone are unlikely to invest. 

Following a detailed procurement process, the contract for the NBP State led intervention 

was signed with National Broadband Ireland (NBI) in November 2019. The contract provides 

that a future proofed high speed broadband network will be deployed and operated by NBI to 

people living and working in nearly 540,000 premises in the Intervention Area over the next 

25 years. 

The State Intervention Area includes: 

 537,596 premises 

 1.1 million people (23% of the population) 

 over 54,000 farms (69% of national total farms) 

 44,000 non-farm businesses 

 695 schools 

The NBP network will offer users a high speed broadband service with a minimum download 

speed of 150Mbps from the outset. 

The NBP has stimulated commercial telecommunications investment through policy, 

legislative and regulatory measures. The telecommunications sector has invested over €3.3 

billion in network upgrades and enhanced services since 2012, and further significant 

investments are planned across the sector, mainly in urban areas.  

Under the Commitment Agreement signed with the Department in April 2017, by the end of 

2019, Eir reported that 298k (98%) of the premises identified in the Commitment Agreement 

have been completed, the remaining premises will be completed in 2020 with continued 

oversight by the Department. 
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The Department continued throughout 2019 to engage intensively with key stakeholders, 

including the European Commission (DG Competition and DG Connect), Local Authority 

Broadband Officers and other key Departments in relation to the State-led intervention. 

Average advertised fixed broadband speeds continue to increase. At the end of 2019 

approximately 81.9% of all fixed broadband subscriptions were equal to or greater than 

30Mbps, up from 77.2% at the end of 2018. In 2019 36.2% of these subscriptions were 

equal to or greater than 100Mbps, up from 29.6% at the end of 2018. At year end, 77% of 

the premises in Ireland had access to high speed broadband services from commercial 

operators, compared with 74% in 2018. 
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2.2 Provide Digital Policy Leadership, Promoting the 

Digital Society Nationally and at European and 

International Level, Driving Digital Entrepreneurship 

and Innovation and Enhancing Digital Skills of Citizens  

Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce 

The Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce was established to identify immediate solutions 

to broadband and mobile phone coverage deficits and to investigate how to improve services 

to consumers prior to full build and rollout of the National Broadband Plan. The third annual 

National Stakeholder Forum in October 2019 brought together stakeholders in the 

telecommunications industry to further discuss issues affecting the rollout of telecoms 

infrastructure and services. 

Highlights of progress to facilitate the rollout of infrastructure and enhanced services include:  

 Micro-trenching pilot programmes were completed and evaluated resulting in the 

development of a Method Statement in line with industry best practice; 

 In addition to ComReg’s market surveillance team proactively monitoring the release 

of unlicensed equipment into the State, ComReg established a quarterly forum with 

key licensed stakeholders to collaboratively discuss and identify trends and issues 

arising for all stakeholders; 

 To increase consumer awareness on the technical aspects of services provided by 

telecoms operators the Advertising Standards Association of Ireland developed 

guidelines for telecommunications operators on advertising of telecommunications 

services; 

 Telecommunications operators each appointed a senior staff member to take 

responsibility for engagement with Local Authorities. 

Enterprise – Trading Online  

The Department’s Trading Online Voucher Scheme, which is administered by the 31 Local 

Enterprise Offices (LEO), continued to support small and micro enterprises and sole traders 

to participate in the digital economy. 1,218 businesses were awarded vouchers to invest in 

developing their online trading capabilities. This brings to over 6,400 the number of 

businesses that have been approved for funding since the Scheme began in 2014. 
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In addition, over 19,000 small businesses have benefited from training, advice and peer to 

peer support through participation in the information sessions delivered by the LEOs as part 

of the Scheme. 

Citizen Skills & Engagement  

Almost 18,000 people received free digital skills training, removing a key barrier to digital 

adoption. Participants in the programme report positive impacts, including improved 

wellbeing, reduced isolation, as well as savings in time and money through increased 

competence to use online Government services and make informed purchasing decisions.  

School Digital Champion Programme  

The School Digital Champion programme continued to drive digital adoption and provide a 

platform for greater integration of ICT in second level schools through valuable project-based 

learning. The Programme leverages the expertise and goodwill of industry, and involves 

targeted training for students and teachers as well as opportunities to meet with leading 

technology companies. 

The Department received 128 project proposals, from 85 schools in 24 counties. Over 500 

school digital champions worked on projects which demonstrated the use of their digital, 

creative, critical-thinking and communications skills. Champions had the opportunity to 

showcase their final projects in the Google Foundry in May. 

National Digital Research Centre (NDRC) 

NDRC supported 25 ventures through its accelerator programmes, including 7 ventures at 

PorterShed in Galway and 7 at Arclabs in Waterford under Enterprise Ireland’s Regional 

Accelerator Programme. NDRC also advanced follow-on investment in a number of ventures 

that graduated from its support to assist ventures progress on to the next stage of their 

organisational growth, while increasing the return to NDRC.  

NDRC estimates that companies in its portfolio have created more than 888 high value full 

time jobs in Ireland, along with 325 full time jobs overseas, and had attracted follow on 

investment of over €280 million. 

Following an independent review, the Government committed to the continuation of 

Exchequer funding for supports for early stage digital enterprises and in late 2019 the 

Department began the procurement process to select a new service provider following this 

commitment.  
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Digital Hub Development Agency (DHDA) 

17 new companies joined the Digital Hub. At end 2019 the occupancy rate for the campus 

was 87%, with 67 client companies employing 691 people located there. Foreign direct 

investment companies accounted for 34% of the companies at year end. 

In December 2019, the Department commenced a review of the policy underpinning the 

Digital Hub Development Agency (DHDA) with a view to informing policy as to future role of 

the Agency. 

Metropolitan Area Networks (MANs)  

The MANs consist of 88 wholesale, open access State owned telecommunications networks 

in 94 regional towns and cities. They play an important role in facilitating operators to provide 

broadband services for business and residential customers in the regions and have assisted 

in attracting Foreign Direct Investment. The Department continued to oversee the 

Concession Agreements with enet to manage and operate the MANs throughout Ireland. An 

independent review of the operations of the MANs, including pricing of MANs products was 

completed during the year and published in February 2019. 

At the end of 2019, 86 of the fibre networks were being used by some 75 commercial 

operators, facilitating the delivery of retail broadband services mainly to large businesses, 

SMEs, public bodies and educational institutions, while also supporting wireless service 

providers to deliver broadband to residential customers. 

Emergency Call Answering Service (ECAS) 

The Emergency Call Answering Service (ECAS) is responsible for answering all 112 and 

999 calls and texts. In 2019, the ECAS handled just over 2.3 million calls. Approximately 

40% of calls received were forwarded to the relevant Emergency Services; the remaining 

calls were not genuine emergency calls and were filtered. Filtering allows the Emergency 

Services to respond to genuine emergencies only. 

European Electronic Communications Code (EECC) 

The European Electronic Communications Code represents a review for the entire EU 

regulatory framework for the telecommuications sector. Work on the transposition of this key 

Digital Single Market file commenced in 2019 and will continue in order to meet the 

transposition deadline of December 2020.  
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2.3 Improve Cyber Security and Resilience of Network and 

Information Systems to Support the Development of 

the Digital Economy and Deliver the Highest Standard 

in Online Safety in a Fast-Changing Digital 

Environment  

National Cyber Security Strategy 

The National Cyber Security Strategy was published in 2019. The vision behind the 2019 

Strategy is to allow Ireland to continue to safely enjoy the benefits of the digital revolution 

and to play a full part in shaping the future of the Internet. 

During the year, there were a total of 45 alerts and advisories issued. Incidents were 

reported from a wide range of sources including other Government Departments and 

Agencies, the Information Security community, and other Incident Response teams.  

Online Safety 

The proposed Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill brings together a number of 

initiatives, including the transposition of the revised Audiovisual Media Services Directive 

and certain actions from the Action Plan for Online Safety 2018-2019. The Bill is intended to, 

inter alia, dissolve the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI); transpose the revised 

Audiovisual Media Services Directive; and establish a regulatory framework for online safety 

to address the spread and amplification of harmful online content.  

The General Scheme of the proposed Bill was drafted following consultation with a wide 

range of relevant stakeholders, including through public consultation. 
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2.4 Attract Strong Audiences to Distinctive Irish Content, 

Including Irish Language Content, Across All Existing 

and Emerging Platforms Including Reaching Out to 

Younger Audiences  

The Statement of Strategy commits to a reform of the public service funding model to ensure 

that there is adequate funding to support high quality content, including the Irish language, 

across all platforms. 

Commission on the Future of Irish Public Service Broadcasting 

The establishment of a Commission on the Future of Irish Public Service Broadcasting was 

announced by the Department of the Taoiseach in December 2019. The Commission will be 

chaired by Professor Brian MacCraith, President of DCU, and is tasked with making 

recommendations to Government on the future provision of public service broadcasting in 

Ireland, in light of international experience and future trends. It will make proposals to 

Government in accordance with the published terms of reference including: 

 how public service broadcasting aims should be delivered in Ireland over the next ten 

years. 

 how this should contribute to supporting Ireland's cultural and creative sectors. 

 how this work can be funded in a way that is sustainable, gives security of funding, 

ensures independent editorial oversight and delivers value for money to the public. 

Migration from 700 MHz Band 

Additional radio spectrum will be made available for use by the mobile broadband sector on 

the 700MHz band to provide enhanced network coverage and capacity, particularly in rural 

areas. The task of migrating broadcasting services from the 700MHz band continued in 2019 

with RTÉ and its subsidiary 2rn continuing to work on the migration during 2019 launching 

the simulcast phase of the switchover in September 2019.  

RTÉ 

TV Licence receipts for 2019 totalled €222.73m. RTÉ received €196.55m of total receipts. 

They broadcast 5,637 of home produced content on RTÉ1 and 2. €40.07m of income was 

spent on funding programming produced by the independent television and radio production 

sector. 
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To support the implementation of RTÉ’s revised strategy 2020-2024, Government agreed to 

provide additional Exchequer funding of €10m, with €9.3m to be allocated to RTÉ.  

The additional funding is in respect of free TV Licences and will be accompanied by new 

reporting requirements. 

TG4 

TG4 received €34.23m in exchequer funding in 2019 to fund programming commitments, 

including programming produced by the independent production sector. TG4 broadcast an 

average of 12.28 hours of Irish language programmes per day. An additional €2m in capital 

funding was also provided. 

Broadcasting Fund 

In 2019, the BAI received €14.79 million funding and announced financial support for 241 

radio and TV high quality programming based on Irish culture and heritage under the Sound 

and Vision Scheme. €1.34m was allocated to five projects under the archiving fund during 

the year. 
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2.5 An Post as a Commercially Viable State Company, 

Delivering on its Strategic Plan which Reflects 

Government Objectives; Harnessing the Opportunities 

Presented by eCommerce and the Digital Economy, 

Capturing and Retaining Market Share in Parcels and 

Delivering a Sustainable Nationwide Post Office 

Network Offering a Range of eCommerce, Financial 

and Government Services 

An Post continued to make substantial progress in implementing its transformation strategy 

resulting in a group profit of € 41.9m for the year. This represents the third year of significant 

financial improvement for the group. 

By the end of December, over 60% of post offices were co-located with other high footfall 

retail businesses. The Retail Transformation programme was further supported by the 

opening of four new Concept offices with open plan counters in 2019.  

There was a continued focus on new business during 2019 which saw the rollout of a new 

suite of financial services, under the An Post Money brand, and e-commerce introduced 

across the post office network to benefit communities across the State.  

An Post received an investment loan of €40m from the European Investment Bank to 

support the implementation of a number of the projects underpinning the Strategic Plan. 

The investment of €50 million in the network by An Post is based on getting communities to 

use the enhanced services that their local post office will provide through a modernised 

network. 

Eircodes 

Eircode adoption and usage continued to grow significantly among members of the public, 

businesses and the public sector. In 2019, the free online Eircode Finder had on average 1.6 

million monthly lookups, representing 27% growth over 2018. Eircodes are fully integrated in 

Google Maps, Microsoft (Bing/Nokia Maps), TomTom, HERE Navigation and Garmin.  

An independent nationally representative survey was carried out by Amárach Research in 

2019 and the survey showed 99% of people had heard of Eircodes and 94% responding that 

they have used Eircodes. The survey results showed that 87% found Eircodes useful with 

59% knowing their Eircode off by heart and 72% aware that an Eircode is unique to each 

property.  
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Over 1,280 business organisations and State agencies licence the Eircode database across 

a wide spectrum of sectors, including logistics/deliveries, utilities, hotel, retail, 

telecommunications, insurance, financial services and fast food deliveries, an increase of 

14% on 2018. 

In 2019 Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSi) released the Eircode API which is available for use 

by all Public Sector Bodies (PSBs) to integrate into existing and new ICT systems that 

capture Eircode and address information, validating in real-time, along with auto-population 

of forms. The Office of Government Procurement (OGP) Eircode Encoding Framework 

service, which provides Eircode address matching and encoding services on databases, was 

made available to PSBs in 2019.  

In the first year of these two initiatives there were a number of PSB users of the OSi Eircode 

API and the Eircode Encoding Framework service including An Garda Siochana and the 

National Broadband Project at DCCAE.  
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GOAL 3: Environment and Sustainable Resource Use 

Use resources with care and responsibility, minimising the 

generation of waste and consistently enhancing our 

environment in all its dimensions 
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3 GOAL 3: Environment and Sustainable Resource 

Use 

Use resources with care and responsibility, minimising the 

generation of waste and consistently enhancing our 

environment in all its dimensions 

Our environment and natural resources are essential to our quality of life and for the 

provision of a broad range of goods, services and amenities used in everyday life. Ireland’s 

policies in this area commit to protecting the environment and actively contributing to 

economic development by promoting sustainable development, resource efficiency and the 

Circular Economy. The focus is on: 

 Transitioning to a more circular economy where the value of resources is maintained 

as long as possible and the generation of waste is minimised; 

 Mainstreaming sustainable development across Government and society; 

 Prioritising environmental protection especially in the areas of air quality and safe use 

of chemicals; 

 The provision of high quality and reliable geoscience information;  

 Fostering sustainable and productive exploration and development of Ireland’s 

hydrocarbon resources in accordance with Government policy.  
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3.1 Mainstream Sustainable Development Across 

Government and Society  

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) National Implementation Plan 2018 – 2020 

underlines Ireland’s whole of Government response to SDGs. This Department is 

responsible for promoting the SDGs and for overseeing their coherent implementation 

across Government. The Statement of Strategy commits to the encouragement and 

supporting of efforts of communities and organisations to contribute towards meeting the 

SDs particularly in relation to the environment and foster public participation.  

Stakeholder Forum 2019 

The Department held four National SDG Stakeholder Forums in 2019 which addressed the 

ongoing implementation of the SDGs and the whole of Government approach to this. 

SDG Champions Programme 

At the January meeting of the SDG Stakeholder Forum, a call for expressions of interest 

issued seeking organisations to become Ireland’s first SDG Champions. The Champions 

Programme will also assist in further advancing national awareness of the SDGs.  

A total of 76 organisations applied to become Ireland’s first National SDG Champions. The 

first tranche of Champions were appointed in September 2019 for a period of 12 months.  

The Champions for the 2019/2020 SDG Champions Programme are:  

 An Post 

 BIM 

 Carlow County Council 

 ECO UNESCO 

 GAA 

 Irish Congress of Trade Unions 

 Men’s Sheds 

 Musgraves 

 National Women’s Council of Ireland 

 Smart Farming 

 Union of Students in Ireland  
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 Vodafone 

High Level Political Forum 2019 

The Department engaged at the High Level Political Forum (HLPF) presenting Irelands 

National Statement. In addition Ireland hosted three side events - one on Youth Engagement 

on Climate Action SDG13, One on Quality Education SDG4 and one on SDG 17 

Partnerships for the Goals.  

National Ploughing Championships 2019 

At the National Ploughing Championships the Department’s presence was themed around 

the Sustainable Development Goals. It allowed for an interactive experience with the general 

public on raising awareness of the Sustainable Development Goals and the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development. The Department also launched the SDG Champions at the 

National Ploughing Championships. 

Seafest 2019 

In addition to the National Ploughing Championships the Department also collaborated with 

the Department of Foreign Affairs on Seafest 2019 where the central theme of the 

Government presence was the Sustainable Development Goals.  
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3.2 Support the Development of the Bioeconomy  

The first National Policy Statement on the Bioeconomy recognised that the bioeconomy is 

crucial for sustainability while also providing an impetus to rural and regional development 

and employment. The First Progress Report of an implementation group established to 

oversee the development of the bioeconomy in Ireland was published in 2019. It sets out a 

detailed Action Plan for the period 2019-2020 to underpin the ongoing development of the 

bioeconomy in Ireland.  

A dedicated Bioeconomy Week took place in October 2019 with events throughout the 

country highlighting the positive contribution the bioeconomy makes to society and industry, 

as well as the potential it offers to both primary producers and the agri-food, marine, forestry, 

waste management, energy, pharma and bio-technology sectors.  

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/c1e596-national-policy-statement-on-the-bioeconomy/?referrer=/eng/news/government_press_releases/bioeconomy.pdf/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/87110-bioeconomy-implementation-groups-first-progress-report/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/87110-bioeconomy-implementation-groups-first-progress-report/
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3.3 Prioritise Environmental Protection, Particularly in 

Relation to Air Quality and the Safe Use of Chemicals 

Ratification of Minamata Convention 

The Minamata Convention provides an international regulatory framework for the protection 

of human health and the global environment from the harmful effects of mercury. Documents 

to support Ireland’s ratification of the Minamata Convention documents were presented to 

the UN in March 2019 and the ratification process was finalised in June 2019.  

Chemicals 

Ireland is an active participant in an international chemicals governance framework which 

was established to provide for the sound management of chemicals, including the banning of 

dangerous chemicals, the transport of chemicals and the safe use and disposal of 

chemicals.  

National Air Pollution Control Programme (NAPCP) 

Ireland’s NAPCP was submitted to the European Commission in 2019. This programme is 

required under the National Emission Ceilings (NEC) Directive, and sets out the actions and 

measures in place, and proposed, to ensure Ireland meets its emission ceiling limits for key 

pollutants under the Directive. 

Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Programme 

The Department supported a review by the EPA of air quality monitoring and information 

provision in Ireland.  

The development of the new Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Programme (AAMP) will double 

the number of ambient air quality monitoring stations in Ireland by 2022, and enhance the 

provision of real time air quality data to the public.  

€5 million of funding has been committed over the lifetime of the Ambient Air Quality 

Monitoring Programme (AAMP) programme. Currently, there are 57 monitoring stations 

nationwide. 

Introducing a Nationwide Smoky Coal Ban 

An extension to the smoky coal ban to include an additional 13 low smoke zones was 

approved by Government in 2019. This extension will enter into force in September 2020.  
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National Radon Control Strategy 

Efforts to promote radon testing in homes and businesses and to carry out remediation 

works where necessary were ongoing. Phase 2 of the National Radon Control Strategy 

(2019 – 2024) was launched and put on a statutory basis. 

Radioactive Waste  

A new national programme was published setting out measures for the responsible and safe 

management and radioactive waste. The new programme reflects the success of Ireland’s 

inventory reduction programme which has seen the number of disused radiological sources 

in Ireland reduce from over 3000 to fewer than 20. 

Non-Ionising Radiation 

The functions of the EPA were extended to monitor the public exposure to non-ionising 

radiation (NIR) and provide advice to the Minister on any public health effects. Additional 

functions include the provision of general information on NIR to the general public and public 

bodies. 

Environment Fund 

Efforts to advance the protection of the environment continued with expenditure of almost 

€37 million from the Environment Fund. Allocations included: 

 €11 million to Local Authorities in the form of waste enforcement grants and the Anti-

Dumping Initiative 

 Over €9m provided to support the work of the Environmental Protection Agency 

including the National Waste Prevention Programme  

 €1.6 million to support the roll out of regional climate offices  

 €1.8 million to environmental awareness, including funding for the Community 

Environment Action Fund, Green Schools, the Environmental Pillar and the Irish 

Environmental Network of environmental NGOs, and 

 €1.1 million to Anti-Litter Initiatives, including the Anti-Litter Awareness Grant 

Scheme, the National Spring Clean, and the PURE Initiative covering South County 

Dublin/Wicklow  
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3.4 Implement a New Resource Efficiency Strategy, Based 

on the Principles of the Waste Hierarchy and the 

Circular Economy, to Achieve 2025-2035 Obligations 

and Targets for Waste Reduction and Recycling 

A Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy 

A high level consultative forum on Ireland’s future waste policy and the circular economy 

was held with representatives from regulatory bodies (Government Departments, Agencies 

and Local Government), industry (retailers, hospitality sector, manufacturers, producers via 

the compliance schemes, waste collectors, waste facilities) and NGOs invited to attend the 

event.  

A public consultation process was launched to seek the views of the general public and 

interested stakeholders on the development of this Waste Action Plan for Ireland as part of 

the transition to a Circular Economy (i.e. one in which we keep resources in use for as long 

as possible, extracting the maximum value from them while in use, then recovering and 

regenerating products and materials at the end of each service life).  

A Waste Action Plan Advisory Group was established to assist in the drafting of the Action 

Plan.  

Circular Economy 

Circular Economy work within the Department in 2019 focused on a number of key 

legislative, policy and practical development measures necessary to support the transition of 

the Irish economy to circularity. These included: 

 Progression of the transposition of EU Directives revised as part of the Circular 

Economy Action Plan ‘Closing the Loop’ with the launch of a consultation process. 

 Partnership with the OECD in a project ‘The economics and governance of the 

circular economy in Ireland: a case study’ which aims to support Ireland in its 

transition to circularity by identifying economic and governance challenges, as well 

as policy solutions towards the transition, in an effective and inclusive manner. The 

outputs from the project will inform the drafting of a National Circular Economy 

Strategy to be undertaken in 2020. 

 Delivery of a wide range of initiatives through the National Waste Prevention 

Programme (NWPP) ‘Preventing Waste, Driving the Circular Economy’ including 

those relating to the nominated priority areas of food waste; construction and 

https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/environment/consultations/Pages/Public-Consultation-Waste-Action-Plan-for-a-Circular-Economy.aspx
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demolition, plastics, agriculture, resources and raw materials and local waste 

prevention.  

 Funding support was provided to two flagship national Circular Economy projects, the 

Rediscovery Centre and a new project ‘Circuléire’ establishing a Platform for Circular 

Manufacturing in Ireland proposed by Irish Manufacturing Research. 

Green Government 

The Green Government programme was developed by the Department in 2019 in response 

to a Government Decision relating to sustainable consumption which required that 

Government Departments and Public Bodies must lead the way in reducing our generation 

of single use plastics and waste.  

The Green Government programme resulted in the development of a new networked 

community across the public service and in the publication of 17 resource efficiency action 

plans. Following a collaboration between DCCAE and the Office of Government 

Procurement, a circular issued instructing all Government departments and public bodies 

under their aegis to consider the inclusion of green criteria in their procurement processes. 

To complement this work, the Department and the EPA developed proposals for upskilling 

procurers and specifiers. 

Plastics 

The European Commission published a proposal in 2018 to reduce the impact of certain 

products on the marine environment. The proposal aims to deal with the top ten single use 

plastic items that cause 70% of marine litter. The Department worked with industries affected 

to ensure they are aware of their obligations in advance of transposition in July 2021.  

The Government decided that Government Departments and public bodies will lead the way 

in reducing the generation of plastics and will no longer purchase single-use plastics cups, 

cutlery and straws for use within their offices. This decision recognises that the public 

service must demonstrate its commitment to sustainable development and use its influence 

to persuade others of changes required to reduce our impact on the environment. 

Waste Tyres  

In establishing the new structures for tyres and waste tyres it was agreed that a review of the 

data flow and scheme operations would be undertaken at 12 months after its introduction. 

The Department engaged an independent body to carry out the review which was concluded 

in 2019. The significant progress made to date in the environmentally sound management of 
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end-of-life tyres was recognised. The Department and stakeholders gave due consideration 

to the review which contained 15 recommendations and continue to develop and progress 

the structures for tyres and waste tyres in Ireland. 

Extended Producer Responsibility 

In 2019, Ireland’s extended producer responsibility schemes continued to operate 

successfully and enabled Ireland to reach our domestic and EU recycling targets. Initiatives 

were delivered in the areas of packaging; End of Life Vehicles; Waste Electrical and 

Electronic Equipment; batteries; tyres and farm film plastics.  

Education and Awareness 

The Department continues to provide support to the Regional Waste Management Planning 

Offices which has allowed for the continuous development of the web portal, for example the 

addition of an interactive map to the www.mywaste.ie website in 2019 to allow consumers to 

identify all permitted waste collectors in their area. Alongside the development of the 

mywaste.ie website, a range of public information campaigns were run on various aspects of 

sustainable waste management.  

Landfill Remediation 

€6.7 million was provided to Local Authorities to support remediation work on 60 sites 

around the country. Most of these sites are old municipal landfills that operated prior to 

regulation and require engineering measures to ensure protection of air and water quality for 

local communities. 

Remediation work at a smaller number of significant illegal landfills was also supported. 

Approximately €0.24 million of this funding supported the clean-up of diesel laundering site 

by Local Authorities. 

Anti-Dumping Initiative (ADI) 

€2.9 million was provided in support of the Anti-Dumping Initiative which resulted in the 

successful delivery of 302 projects and the removal of over 1,600 tonnes of illegally dumped 

waste across all 31 local authority areas. Delivery of the scheme was co-ordinated by the 

three Waste Enforcement Regional Lead Authorities (WERLAs) and supported projects were 

selected on the basis of their impact on four key criteria - prevention, abatement, 

enforcement and awareness. 

http://www.mywaste.ie/
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3.5 Ensure that Adequate Contingency Waste Management 

Infrastructure Capacity is Available to Mitigate Risks to 

the Effective Management of Waste 

The Department continues to engage with the three Regional Waste Management Planning 

Offices and other environmental regulatory bodies on the issue of managing residual 

municipal solid waste and construction and demolition waste. 

The work of the Construction Waste Resource Group continued in 2019 with significant 

progress made on a number of issues, including the production by the EPA of guidance on 

soil and stone as a by-product, progress on a number of End-of-Waste applications by the 

EPA and doubling the volume of material which can be accepted for treatment under a 

Waste Facility Permit. The Group has produced a number of recommendations for further 

improvements in the sector which will now be progressed by the Department, EPA and other 

relevant stakeholders. 
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3.6 Ensure the conservation and sustainable development 

of our inland fish stocks 

 

 

The Department continued to implement Government policy to fully align the management of 

the wild salmon fishery with scientific advice and, to this end, a total of eleven Bye-laws and 

two Statutory Instruments were introduced taking cognisance of individual stock levels. A 

suite of regulations ahead of the 2020 salmon season was put in place by the end of 2019. 

Implementation of the national eel management plan continued. Measures undertaken 

included operations for the trapping and transporting of eels around ESB hydro-stations on 

the Shannon, the Lee and the Erne and the undertaking of scientific sampling.  

Development for the angling sector continued to be to the fore in 2019. The sector is 

estimated to contribute over €800 million to the Irish economy every year, supporting 11,000 

Irish jobs, often in rural and peripheral communities. 

The National Strategy for Angling Development (NSAD), Inland Fisheries Ireland’s flagship 

fisheries development strategy, continued in 2019 and through its funding streams, the 
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levels of financial and environmental governance throughout the sector have been 

enhanced. The final tranche of NSAD funding is expected to be allocated in 2020 and 

funded projects will likely take another year or two to be fully completed. To date, almost 

€2million has been invested in the sector in capital projects designed to improve angling 

infrastructure and access. Much of this work was undertaken by angling stakeholders and a 

range of other voluntary groups. 

2019 was nominated International Year of the Salmon (IYS) in a joint world-wide initiative of 

the North Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organisation (NASCO) and the North Pacific 

Anadromous Fish Commission (NPAFC). The objective of IYS was to raise awareness of 

what humans can do to ensure salmon and their habitats are conserved and restored across 

their range. Inland Fisheries Ireland held a range of IYS-related activities during the year to 

highlight the plight of salmon in Ireland and contribute to the overall awareness of the decline 

in salmon stocks. It is clear that the focus needs to be more on salmon conservation than 

exploitation. 
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3.7 Provide High-Quality and Reliable Geoscience 

Information, Through Programmes Such as INFOMAR 

and TELLUS, in Support of the Sustainable 

Development of Natural Resources, Environmental 

Protection and Spatial Planning 

INFOMAR 

Offshore mapping was undertaken by Marine Institute vessels in the Celtic Sea, mainly off 

Waterford and Cork, using both the Celtic Voyager and Celtic Explorer. Marine mapping of 

5,560sq.km was achieved (against a target of 4,000 sq.km) 

Nearshore mapping focussed on the South Coast, mainly off Counties Waterford and Cork, 

using the four GSI inshore mapping vessels, the RV Keary, RV Mallet RV LIR and RV Geo. 

In addition UAV/drone based mapping is being deployed to acquire data in intertidal areas.  

Shipwrecks continue to be investigated and recorded as part of INFOMAR mapping, working 

in conjunction with National Monuments Underwater Archaeology Unit (UAU) . Under this 

collaboration GSI and UAU published the book, RMS Lusitania, Story of a Wreck in 2019, 

including latest mapping, research and archive material on the iconic shipwreck. 

20 further shipwrecks were also mapped by the programmes vessels. The data and 

knowledge gathered under the INFOMAR programme is utilised in a range of areas 

including: marine safety and charting; offshore energy; aquaculture; coastal protection; 

environmental protection; shipwreck heritage; marine tourism and research.  

TELLUS 

The airborne geophysical survey completed three survey blocks over Limerick-Tipperary, 

West Cork and SE Ireland, totalling 35,657 line km covering an area of 6,880 Km2. At the 

end of 2019 a total of 301,399 line km of airborne data had been flown covering 

approximately 75% of the country.  

The Soil Recovery Facilities project was concluded, with the submission of a project report to 

the EPA. The report documented a suite of Geochemically Appropriate Levels for the 

acceptance of soil and stone into Soil Recovery Sites, based on existing baseline 

geochemical data and site-specific geochemical data from two representative sites. This 

work is critical in facilitating safe and efficient reuse of materials in relation to construction.  
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Groundwater Programme 

On foot of discussions with Irish Water, the Group Water Sector and EPA, a project was 

established to identify and characterise groundwater resources that should play a role in 

providing sustainable drinking water, especially in the face of climate change impacts. The 

project uniquely works on a surface water catchment basis to make the most of available 

quantitative water balance data, and also to better serve Irish Water, WFD assessments and 

abstraction licensing assessments.  

Groundwater and Turlough Flooding Programme 

The initial phase of the Groundwater and Turlough Flooding Project resulted in the 

publication of karst groundwater flood maps (historic and predictive), which directly support 

OPW’s commitments under the EU Floods Directive. The publication of the maps is 

accompanied by the project report and a web portal linking to live water level data from the 

18 permanent monitoring stations.  

An advisory service has been developed to assist Local Authorities, and an Advisory 

Committee established, with representation from OPW, Local Authorities, EPA and the 

National Parks and Wildlife Service.  

The use of novel processing techniques applied to the Copernicus Programme’s satellite 

imagery data, has been identified as cutting edge by the European Space agency (ESA) and 

was presented at an EU Water Framework Directive technical working ground for its 

potential use in building in climate change impact assessments into the WFD 

characterisation process. 

Geoscience Initiatives 

During the year, extensive mapping work was carried out across the country, and key 

publications by GSI including: 

 Data-rich 1:50k map and data package for the northwest Midlands area to support 

mineral exploration and groundwater projects 

 Updated subsoils mapping for east Galway 

 A new online viewer and expanded content for the Geotechnical Database 

Geohazards 

GSI began working on a new Coastal Erosion project in 2019 with the European Space 

Agency to develop remote monitoring and mapping. GSI also increased efforts in the area of 
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urban geology providing enhanced 3-D urban subsurface modelling which is available 

online, and is increasingly important in the context of remediation and reuse of brownfield 

sites. 

Geoscience Ireland 

In 2019, member companies’ in the Geoscience Business cluster, mostly SMEs, increased 

to 40, and added net 192 jobs, while overseas turnover of the companies was reported as 

€360m.  
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3.8 Foster the Sustainable and Productive Exploration and 

Development of Ireland’s Hydrocarbon Resources 

Under a Robust, Modern and Transparent Regulatory 

Framework  

ObSERVE Programme 

Phase 1 of the ObSERVE research programme was concluded, with findings from the 

acoustic and aerial surveys undertaken during 2015-7 synthesised. An outreach programme 

to promote the programme continued, with participation at the Atlantic Ireland 2019 

conference, and the 2019 National Ploughing Championships. 

The ObSERVE programme won a Civil Service Excellence and Innovation Award in 2019 in 

the "Excellence in Research, Analytics and Insight" category and was also shortlisted for the 

2019 Ireland eGovernment Awards in the “Environment & Social Impact” category 

Phase II of the programme is to commence during 2020. 
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GOAL 4: Governance and Regulation 

Be the best in class in creating the policy direction and the 

regulatory environment for our sectors, so as to ensure good 

governance, competitive markets, diversity, innovation and 

sustainable practices 
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4 GOAL 4: Governance and Regulation 

Be the best in class in creating the policy direction and the 

regulatory environment for our sectors, so as to ensure 

good governance, competitive markets, diversity, 

innovation and sustainable practices 

Effective regulation, either by statutory regulators or the Department itself, is a key 

underpinning for the sectors for which the Department is responsible. The regulatory 

objectives vary and in terms of the sectors directly regulated by the Department, balancing 

economic and environmental goals and the sustainable development of our natural 

resources is critical.  

Our goal is best in class regulation benchmarked against our international peers, adopting 

metrics that reflect the regulators’ statutory remit and capacity to reflect changes in the 

internal environment and policy goals  

Our overarching policy objectives include: 

 Markets that are fair, competitive and climate sustainable with minimal barriers to 

entry 

 Balancing accountability and independence 

 Regulation that is response to the achievement of policy goals, chances in market 

dynamics, technology and the climate action agenda  

 Consumers at the heart of the regulatory agenda and 

 Regular reviews of regulatory mandates  
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4.1 Ensure that the Irish Regulatory Framework is Robust 

and Clear, is in Line with EU Obligations, International 

Best Practice and Promotes Certainty, Investment and 

Sustainability, While Delivering for Citizens 

2019 National Waste Enforcement Priorities 

The National Waste Enforcement Steering Committee (NWESC) was established in late 

2015 to advise the Waste Enforcement Regional Lead Authorities (WERLAs) and local 

authorities on strategic national waste enforcement priorities and to provide guidance on 

how best to deal with serious criminal offences, including cross border issues and major 

illegal dumping in the State. The following national waste enforcement priorities for 2019 

were agreed: 

 Illegal Activity and Unaccounted for Waste - Tackling significant illegal waste activity. 

Illegal dumping and unauthorised movements of waste will also be targeted under 

this priority. 

 Construction and Demolition Activity & Capacity Challenges - Enforcement activity 

that can assist in addressing the current capacity challenge including brown bin roll-

out, Construction and Demolition Waste, misclassification of waste issues and the 

monitoring of waste movements  

 Dealing with sites containing illegally deposited waste – Sites, identified by local 

authorities, which contain waste that has been deposited without authorisation, 

should be identified by local authorities and appropriate enforcement actions initiated.  

Local Authority Enforcement Measures Grant Scheme  

The Department provides funding to support the provision of local authority waste 

enforcement staff under the Local Authority Enforcement Measures Grant Scheme, with the 

intention of maintaining a visible presence of waste enforcement personnel on the ground. 

Over €7.5m was provided in support of the scheme in 2019 to support the recruitment and 

retention of 150 local authority waste enforcement staff across the country.  

Development of New Waste Enforcement Regional Lead Authority 

Structures 

Local authorities are primarily responsible for the enforcement of waste management 

legislation in respect of illegal dumping and are assisted in their efforts by three Waste 
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Enforcement Regional Lead Authorities (WERLAs) covering the Southern, Eastern-Midlands 

and Connacht-Ulster Regions. Work progressed during the year to evaluate the existing 

waste enforcement delivery model, how it could be enhanced and where resources should 

be best directed. This review resulted in an agreement that the role, capacity and 

responsibilities of the WERLAs should be enhanced to position the local authority sector to 

better respond to emerging and priority enforcement challenges.  

Kimberley Process  

The Kimberley Process is an international trade regime consisting of governments, the 

diamond industry and NGOs with the goal of preventing the trade of conflict diamonds. As a 

participant in the Kimberley Process anyone wishing to import or export rough diamonds into 

or out of the EU must do so through a designated Kimberley Process Union Authority and 

comply with the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme. The Minister was designated 

through regulations as such an Authority in 2019. 

Offshore Oil and Gas  

Following publication of the Climate Action Plan in June 2019, Government sought advice 

from the Climate Change Advisory Council on the future of oil and gas exploration offshore. 

The Council advised that the exploration for, and the recovery of, new offshore oil reserves 

is not compatible with a low carbon transition. Government accepted this advice and it was 

announced that future exploration licenses would be awarded for natural gas only.  

A Policy Statement setting out the continued role for indigenous natural gas in underpinning 

Ireland’s energy security as part of the transition to a low carbon economy was published.  

Legislative developments during 2019 included the implementation of new regulations 

relating to provisions of the revised Environmental Impact Assessment Directive, pending full 

transposition of the Directive into petroleum legislation in 2020.  

Gas Production 

Corrib gas production met 46% of Ireland’s gas demand in 2019, with the Inch (Kinsale) and 

Moffat Entry Points providing the remaining 5% and 49% respectively.  

The Kinsale and Seven Heads gas fields are almost exhausted, with Ministerial approval 

given in 2019 in relation to an application by the operators to cease production during 2020.  

Ministerial consents were also given in 2019 for the decommissioning of certain facilities, 

with this work due to commence once production ceases in 2020.  
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Exploration 

4 Licensing Options from the 2015 Atlantic Margin Licensing Round were converted to new 

Frontier Exploration Licences during 2019.  

Consent was given for two activities under licences during 2019 – one to drill an exploration 

well and one to conduct a seabed and shallow geophysical survey. 

Minerals  

In 2019, Ireland ranked as Europe’s 4th largest producer of zinc metal in concentrate and 

the 17th largest producer in the world. In addition, Ireland was Europe’s 8th largest producer 

of lead metal in concentrate and 27th in the world.  

There are currently 16 State Mining Leases/Licences for lead, zinc, gypsum, marble and 

fireclay. Two mines operated in Ireland in 2019; a lead-zinc mine at Navan, Co. Meath, and 

a gypsum mine in Co. Monaghan. Approximately 600 people are directly employed in mining 

activities, along with additional contract staff.  

33 Prospecting Licences were granted in 2019. At the end of 2019, there were 542 

Prospecting Licences, held by 47 mineral exploration companies, compared to 614 licences 

at the end of 2018.  

The Department continued to monitor mining activities to ensure compliance with the 

conditions of State Mining Licences and Leases and adherence to best practice 

Direct expenditure invested by prospecting licence holders in working these licences 

amounted to over €18 million in 2018. Zinc and lead are the main minerals being explored 

for in Ireland; other minerals of interest include gold, silver, copper, lithium, gem minerals 

and barite. 

The Celtic Interconnector Project 

The Department continued to support appropriate electricity interconnection proposals 

through the EU Projects of Common Interest process in 2019.  

Celtic is a proposed 575km long (500 subsea), 700MW electricity cable linking Ireland and 

France, at a cost of €1 billion. It is jointly proposed by EirGrid and the French transmission 

system operator, RTÉ. In December the EU approved a grant of €530m towards the 

construction of the Celtic Interconnector. The grant was secured through the EU Projects of 

Common Interest process , meaning that it is an energy infrastructure project of the highest 

EU priority.  
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The Greenlink Interconnector 

The Greenlink Interconnector is a 170km long, 500MW interconnector to run from 

Pembroke, Wales to Great Island, Wexford. 

North South Interconnector 

The North South Interconnector remains a critical piece of infrastructure for the island of 

Ireland. This project will improve security of supply and reduce electricity transmission costs 

across the all-island Single Electricity Market. In February the Supreme Court dismissed a 

legal changed to the planning consent for the project in Ireland but in Northern Ireland further 

legal difficulties remain unresolved.  

National Smart Metering Programme 

The National Smart Metering Programme is overseen by CRU and involves the replacement 

of over 2 million electricity meters with new smart-ready meters. In September ESB 

Networks commenced the rollout of electricity smart meters and the first smart services are 

expected in early 2021.  

Clean Energy Package  

The EU Commission’s Clean Energy Package for All Europeans sets out the EU electricity 

model for the next ten years. The legislative acts in the Clean Energy Package relating to 

electricity market design (Electricity Directive, Electricity Regultion, Risk Preparedness and 

the Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators [ACER]) were adopted in May 2019.  

Work commenced in 2019 on the transposition of the Clean Energy Package. A target for 

energy efficiency improvement by 2030 has been identified and will be published in Ireland’s 

National Energy and Climate Plan. An initial consultation was published on the options for 

Ireland in meeting energy savings targets under the Energy Efficiency Directive. This 

included whether Ireland should use an energy efficiency obligation scheme to make further 

savings during the 2021-2030 period. 

Energy Security of Supply  

The Department continued to participate in various working groups on energy security of 

supply and participated in a number of emergency response exercises conducted by both 

Gas and Electricity Transmission System Operators. This included: 

 A Blackstart Emergency Communications Plan (BECP) Exercise ran by Eirgrid to test 

its communications protocol in the event of an electricity emergency.  
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 A National Gas Emergency Exercise, ran by Gas Networks Ireland, simulating a gas 

supply deficit at Moffat, Scotland. This exercise was run in parallel with a national gas 

emergency exercise in Great Britain run by National Grid UK. 

Oil Security of Supply 

The Department continued to ensure the States oil security in 2019, providing oversight of 

the National Oil Reserves Agency (NORA) and their management of the States strategic oil 

reserve, equivalent to 90 days of net imports.  

The Department updated contingency plans to allow for Government to respond to a major 

oil emergency in the State, in order to safeguard the well-being and safety of the general 

public in the event of a the occurrence of serious oil emergency.  

National Level Emergency Planning 

The Department attends the National Emergency Coordination Group (NECG), when 

convenes, in response to a major emergency, such as severe weather. In 2019 the NECG 

was convened in March, in response to Storm Lorenzo. 

In 2019 the Department contributed to the continued development of The Strategic 

Emergency Management Guidelines on Critical Infrastructure Resilience, including piloting 

the guidelines to a number of bodies in the energy sector 

Research Funding 

The Department engages with the EPA research programme, for which there was a budget 

of €11.17million in 2019. Research calls opened in April 2019 and 48 proposals were 

received. A total budget of €4.96 million was awarded to 23 projects with an additional 

€1.76million provided to 4 projects from the 2018 Open Call Reserve List. The EPA 

published the first annual report of activities in June 2019 for the Climate Research 

Coordination Group and published its second report in June 2020 covering climate research 

activities for calendar year 2019. 

BREXIT 

The Department participated in the whole of Government Brexit contingency planning related 

to the possible outcomes of negotiations between the European Union and the United 

Kingdom on a Withdrawal agreement. The Department was responsible for two discrete 

elements of the agreement, the Single Electricity Market and the Fluorinated Gas Sector.  

http://www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/research/climate/climateresearchcoordinationgroupreport.html
http://www.epa.ie/researchandeducation/research/nationalcoordination/crcg/
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The Department continued its constructive engagement with relevant national and EU fora to 

ensure Ireland’s security of gas supply from the UK in a post Brexit scenario.  
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4.2 Ensure Effective Governance and Oversight of the 

State Bodies Operating Under the Aegis of the 

Department 

The Department is responsible for 17 commercial, non-commercial and regulatory bodies. A 

streamlined approach to corporate governance has been introduced across a number of 

areas relevant to State bodies, including appointments to State Boards, processing requests 

for Ministerial consents, developing appropriate oversight arrangements and financial 

monitoring. This approach to governance is helping to ensure that the relationship between 

the Department and its agencies is consistent and reflects best practice. 

Governance arrangements are set out in the various statutes underpinning the State bodies 

and the 2016 Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies. The Department 

undertakes work annually to verify that its State bodies are in compliance with the Code. 

Gender Balance on State Boards and Statutory Committees 

Appointments to the State Boards and Statutory Committees under the aegis of the 

Department fall into a number of categories which include Government, Ministerial, Ex-

Officio and Elected Employee Representatives. 

During 2019, 39 appointments were made, of which 59% were men and 41% were women. 

The average gender balance in the serving membership of these bodies was 59% male and 

41% female at year end. Overall, nine of the bodies had met the Government target of 40% 

female representation in terms of serving members, and efforts will continue to address 

those bodies which have yet to meet the target. 

The Department will implement the recommendations of the Interdepartmental Group on 

Gender Balance on State Boards to promote better gender balance on the Bodies under its 

aegis. 

The Departments Corporate Centre 

The Departments corporate centre supports the Department’s line divisions in achieving their 

sectoral business objectives and underpins the implementation of the Public Service Reform 

agenda and the Civil Service Renewal Plan, as well as the delivery of overall organisational 

effectiveness. 
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Financial Resources: 

The financial output for 2019 is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Workforce Planning 

The DCCAE Workforce Plan was updated in 2019 and formed the basis of external 

recruitment and internal promotion competitions which were designed to ensure that the 

Department can deliver key priorities in accordance with agreed timescales. 

The Department has continued to pro-actively engage with Civil Service Renewal and 

Reform in terms of HR initiatives, shared services and ICT enhancements. This has included 

management of service level agreements with shared services for HR and Payroll and 

Learning and Development. 

Mentoring and Support 

There was a strong uptake of the second mentoring programme which was launched in 2019 

and was open to all staff. The Department is committed to enabling staff movement, in line 

with Action 15 of the Civil Service Renewal Plan and with a view to having the right people in 

the right place at the right time, with the appropriate skills to deliver on the goals of the 

Department. This also facilitates the Department in meeting its strategic objectives, 

delivering on HR and Civil Service Renewal Strategies and supporting staff development.  
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Attendance Management Policy 

The Department’s lost time rate for sick leave of 2.7% in 2019 is within the overall target rate 

of 3.5% across the Civil Service. 

Performance Management 

The Department continues to promote awareness and importance of the completion of all 

stages of the ePMDS across the Department and to support line managers, where 

necessary. The completion rate for PMDS within the Department in 2019 was 94%.  

Learning and Development 

The Department has continued implementation of a systematic approach to the analysis of 

Learning & Development needs and the prioritisation, planning, recording and evaluation of 

solutions, primarily through: 

 The Learning & Development Team  

 The continued implementation of Learning & Development educational support 

policies and procedures  

 Close collaboration with OneLearning, the central Learning & Development Unit for 

the Civil Service 

 The One Learning, Learning Management system (LMS) 

 Regular communication with staff on the changes through e-mails, posters, intranet 

page, and presentation at grade fora and employee engagement workshops. 

Protected Disclosure Policy and Guidelines Document 

The Department’s Protected Disclosure Policy and Guidelines document are available to 

staff on the Intranet.  

Communications  

In support of streamlined government communications, in 2019 the Department’s 

communications team supported or led a number of Government of Ireland communications 

events and initiatives, including Getting Ireland Brexit Ready, Project Ireland 2040, the 

Climate Action Plan, the Sustainable Development Goals, and the National Ploughing 

Championships.  

In addition to traditional media activities, the Department has significantly grown its digital 

channels to support the promotion and communication of policy work, including Twitter, 
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Facebook and Linked In. The Department also worked closely with agencies such as EPA, 

SEAI, ComReg, and BAI to communicate key initiatives. 

Central to the development of cohesive Government communication is www.gov.ie, a single 

website to consolidate all online content for each Government Department. A significant 

content review was completed in 2019 on the Department’s website to prepare for the final 

migration to the platform, which is taking place in Q2 2020. 

Stakeholder Engagement  

Public and stakeholder engagement is a primary focus of the Department. Stakeholder 

engagement guidance is available for all Departmental staff, and the Department facilitates 

public participation and engagement under its obligations in relation to the Aarhus 

Convention.  

During 2019, there was close engagement with citizens, organisations and other 

stakeholders across a range of policy areas, such as the circular economy, environmental 

levies, clean energy, biofuels, climate adaptation, petroleum exploration and licensing, cyber 

security, renewable energy and air quality. The Department also engaged closely with 

stakeholders in relation to disability policies and guidelines throughout 2019.  

Internal Communications and Staff Engagement  

The Department was the recipient of a 2018 Civil Service Excellence and Innovation Award 

for Leading Civil Service Renewal in relation to its Employee Engagement initiative.  

ICT 

The Department continued to operate successful shared services with the Department of 

Agriculture, Food and the Marine on the provision of operational ICT services underpinned 

by a Service Delivery Memorandum of Understanding.  

The Department is also connected to the Build to Share environment provided by the Office 

of the Chief Information Office (OGCIO) and uses the software applications available 

through this shared service platform for Intranet and eCorrespondence rollout.  

During 2019, the Department has:  

 Finalised a new ISD Strategy (2020-2022)  

 Updated all internal security policies and procedures in conjunction with the 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  

http://www.gov.ie/


62 

 

 Researched and commenced the development of a new National Geological Data 

Centre (NGDC) to facilitate spatial data being made available on the Web 

 Facilitated the inclusion of new coverage data into the National Broadband Plan 

maps to reflect commercial investments in improving broadband coverage across the 

country  

 Facilitated the production of more detailed coverage maps for use by the public to 

inform them of broadband developments in their area. 

 Continued to develop and support sectorial applications in the GSI, Energy, 

Communications and Natural Resources sectors. 

Freedom of Information (FOI) 

A total of 464 FOI requests were received during 2019, representing an 28% increase 

compared to 2018. 
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Appendix I: Legislation 

Bills Initiated in Either House of the Oireachtas in 2019 

Broadcasting Amendment Bill 2019 

Statutory Instruments: 

S. I. No Title 

13, 2019 European Union (Ship Recycling)(Waste) Regulations 2019 

30, 2019 Radiological Protection Act 1991 (Ionising Radiation) Regulations 2019 

124/2019 
European Union (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Petroleum Exploration) 

(Amendment) Regulations 2019 

164, 2019 
European Union (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Minerals Development Act 

1940) (Amendment) Regulations 2019 

182, 2019 Waste Management (Landfill Levy) (Amendment) Regulations 2019  

190, 2019 Radiological Protection Act 1991 (Non-Ionising Radiation) Order 2019 

233, 2019 
European Union (Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment) (Amendment) 

Regulations 2019  

246, 2019 
European Union (Restriction of Certain Hazardous Substances in Electrical and 

Electronic Equipment) (Amendment) Regulations 2019 

250, 2019 
Waste Management (Facility Permit And Registration) (Amendment) Regulations 

2019 

343, 2019 European Union (Open Internet Access) Regulations 2019  

347, 2019 
The European Communities (Electronic Communiations Networks and Services) 

(Privacy and Electronic Communications (Amendment) Regulations 

367, 2019  European Union (Fluorinated Greenhouse Gas) (Amendment) Regulations 2019 

489, 2019 Wireless Telegraphy (400 Mhz Band Licences) Regulation 2019  

497, 2019 
Electricity Regulation Act 1999 (Public Service Obligations) (Amendment) Order 

2019 

506, 2019 
Genetically Modified Organisms (Deliberate Release) (Amendment) Regulations 

2019 
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533, 2019 
European Communities (Kimberley Process) (Trade in Rough Diamonds) 

Regulations 2019 

534, 2019  
European Union (Fluorinated Greenhouse Gas) (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations 

2019 

599, 2019 European Union (Energy Efficiency) (Amendment) Regulations 2019 

618, 2019 European Union (Waste Licensing) (Amendment) Regulations 2019  

684, 2019 
Waste Management (Prohibition of Waste Disposal by Burning) (Amendment) 

Regulations 2019 

 

Inland Fisheries Bye-Laws 

The following bye-laws were made in 2019: 

Bye-Law No. Title 

971,2019 Conservation of Salmon and Sea Trout Waterville Area (No.7 or Kerry District) 

972, 2019 Conservation of Salmon and Sea Trout (Draft Nets and Snap Nets) 

328, 2019 Conservation of Sea Trout and Brown Trout Angling (No. 5 or Cork District) 

(Rosscarbery Bay and Roury River) (Closed Season Bye-law) 

330, 2019 Conservation of Salmon and Sea Trout (Closed Rivers) Bye-Law  

973, 2019 Angling Bye-Law 

974, 2019 Conservation of Salmon and Sea Trout (Bag Limits) 

975, 2019 Conservation of Salmon and Sea Trout (Catch and Release) 

976, 2019 Conservation of Salmon and Sea Trout (River Slaney) 

977, 2019 Conservation of Salmon and Sea Trout (River Suir) 

978, 2019 Conservation of Sea Trout 

979, 2019 Conservation of Salmon and Sea Trout (Draft Nets and Snap Nets) 
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Appendix II: Petroleum Authorisations 

A total of 54 petroleum authorisations were extant at 31 December 2019. These included: 

 3 Petroleum Leases 

 2 Lease Undertakings 

 36 Exploration Licences (of which 3 were subject to follow-on applications) 

 8 Licensing Options (of which 5 were subject to follow-on applications) 

 5 Petroleum Prospecting Licences 

Eight petroleum authorisations were granted during 2019, comprising four Frontier 

Exploration Licences and four Petroleum Prospecting Licences. Details of these new 

offshore authorisations are set out in the following table: 

Authorisation 

No. 

Authorisation Type Licensee 

FEL1/19 Frontier Exploration 

Licence 

AzEire Limited 

FEL2/19 Frontier Exploration 

Licence 

Total E&P Ireland B.V. 

Providence Resources Plc  

Sosina Exploration Ltd 

FEL3/19 Frontier Exploration 

Licence 

CNOOC Petroleum Europe Limited  

DNO North Sea (U.K.) Limited 

FEL4/19 Frontier Exploration 

Licence 

Europa Oil and Gas (lnishkea) Limited 

PPL1/19 Petroleum Prospecting 

Licence 

Providence Resources Plc 

PPL2/19 Petroleum Prospecting 

Licence 

SDA Searcher Data Analytics Limited 

PPL3/19 Petroleum Prospecting 

Licence 

CNOOC Petroleum Europe Limited 

PPL4/19 Petroleum Prospecting 

Licence 

Predator Oil and Gas Ventures Limited 
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Appendix III: Bodies under the aegis of the Department 

Details of the Department’s 17 commercial, non-commercial and regulatory State bodies are 

outlined below. 

Communications 

An Post 

An Post is Ireland’s national postal service provider. It provides postal, communication, retail 

and money transmission services. As one of Ireland’s largest commercial companies, An 

Post employs over 9,600 people in retail, processing and delivery points. 

Commission for Communication Regulation (ComReg) 

ComReg is the statutory body responsible for the regulation of the electronic 

communications sector. This includes the telecommunications, radiocommunications, 

broadcasting transmission and the postal sector. 

Digital Hub Development Agency (DHDA) 

The Digital Hub Development Agency was established under the Digital Hub Development 

Act 2003. It oversees the development of the Digital Hub, Ireland’s flagship in the digital 

media sector. 

Energy 

Electricity Supply Board (ESB) 

ESB was established in accordance with the Electricity Supply Board Acts 1927-2001. It is a 

corporate body which controls and develops Ireland’s electricity network. ESB is involved in 

the generation and supply of electricity to both domestic and commercial users. Employing 

over 7,000 people, it is the largest Electricity Utility in the state. ESB is actively diversifying 

their portfolio to include renewable energy and communication networks. 

EirGrid 

EirGrid PLC was established to act as the independent Transmission System Operator 

(TSO), in line with the requirements of the EU Electricity Directive. EirGrid became 

operational as the TSO on 1 July 2006. 



67 

 

Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU) 

Established in 1999, the CRU, formerly the Commission for Energy Regulation (CER), is 

Ireland’s independent energy regulator. It has a wide range of economic, customer 

protection and safety responsibilities in the energy sector.  

Bord na Móna 

Bord na Móna is the supplier of products and services based principally on peat. The 

company is also providing products and services in the environmental, renewable energy, 

electricity generation and waste management business sectors. 

National Oil Reserves Agency (NORA) 

NORA was established as a stand-alone agency under the NORA Act 2007. Its main 

function is to maintain Ireland’s 90 days of strategic oil reserves for use in an oil supply 

disruption. 

Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) 

The SEAI, formerly SEI, was established in 2002 to promote and assist the development of 

sustainable energy. 

Irish National Petroleum Corporation (INPC) 

INPC is a state company which owned the Whitegate refinery and Bantry Bay Terminal on 

Whiddy Island. These were sold by the state in 2001, and since then the INPC has had no 

staff. It is currently overseen by a 3 person technical board. The boards functions relate to 

upholding the Minister’s rights and obligations under the 2001 Sale and Purchase 

Agreement. This principally involves managing environmental claims. 

Climate Action and Environment 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is responsible for protecting the environment in 

Ireland, through licensing, enforcement and guidance. It was set up in 1993 under the 

Environmental Protection Agency Act 1992 as an independent public body. 
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Natural Resources 

Inland Fisheries Ireland 

Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) was established under the Inland Fisheries Act 2010. IFI is the 

agency responsible for the protection, management and conservation of Ireland’s inland 

fisheries and sea angling resources. 

Loughs Agency 

The Loughs Agency was established under the British Irish Agreement Act 1999. It is a 

North South body under the co-sponsorship of the department. The Agency aims to provide 

effective conservation, management, promotion and development of the fisheries and 

marine resources of the Foyle and Carlingford areas. It is also responsible for the 

development and licensing of aquaculture, as well as the development of marine tourism. 

 


