
2019 Update



  Project Ireland 2040 in the South-East – 2019 Progress Report 

 

1 | P a g e  
 

 

The South-East  

(Southern Regional Assembly) 

 

Key Facts and Projects 
 
NSO 1 - Compact Growth 

 549 new social housing builds in the South-East in 2019 
 1,507 total new dwelling completions in the South-East in 2019 
 5 successful applicants to the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund in 2018. Second call closure for 

applications extended to 29 May 2020 given Covid-19 situation 
 

NSO 2 - Enhanced Regional Connectivity 
 The M11 Gorey-Enniscorthy Motorway – opened July 2019 
 The N25 New Ross Bypass – opened 29t January 2020 
 

NSO 3 - Strengthened Rural Economies and Communities 
 11 projects were approved for funding from the first call of the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund 

 
NSO 4 - Sustainable Mobility  

 In Waterford, work has commenced on the development of Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy for the 
city.  
 

NSO 5 - A Strong Economy, supported by Enterprise, Innovation and Skills  
 15,837 in IDA supported employment, 22,783 in EI supported employment 
 Waterford Advanced Technology Building delivered by IDA in 2019 
 3 successful applicants for the latest round of the Regional Enterprise Development Fund 

 1 successful project partner under Call 2 of the Disruptive Technologies Innovation Fund 
 A new Engineering, Computing, and General Teaching Building is to be delivered in WIT as part of the 

Higher Education PPP Programme.  
 
NSO 6 - High Quality International Connectivity 

 Continued support for Waterford Airport 
 Improved access to Rosslare Port with the improvements to the M11 

 
NSO 7 - Enhanced Amenity and Heritage 

 196 successful applicants from the South-East in the last round of the Sports Capital Programme 
 The average sports capital grant for the region was €31,291 

 
NSO 8 - Climate-Resilient Society 

 There are 9 Flood Relief Schemes currently planned for the South-East Region, the largest of which is the 
Enniscorthy Flood Relief Scheme 
 

NSO 9 - Sustainable Management of Water and other Environmental Resources 
 There are currently 19 water and wastewater projects in progress in the South-East e.g. the project to 

replace ageing water mains in Kilkenny City 
 
NSO 10 - Access to Quality Childcare, Education and Health Services 

 3 schools projects were delivered in the South-East in 2019 
 A further 21 schools projects are at various stages of planning, design and construction 
 There are 6 healthcare projects that will be delivered in the South-East in 2020. For example, the new 

ward block at University Hospital Waterford to include replacement inpatient beds and a Palliative Care 
Unit. 
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1. Project Ireland 2040 Outcomes 

 
This document sets out the projects and programmes which are being planned and delivered in the 

South-East as part of the public investment detailed in Project Ireland 2040 - the Government’s 

National Planning Framework and National Development Plan.   

Project Ireland 2040 set out ten National Strategic Outcomes (NSOs), built around the over-arching 

themes of well-being, equality and opportunity. This document sets out the main achievements, 

under each NSO in 2019, for the South-East region.  

These documents serve to highlight the diverse range of investment being made by the State across 

the country under Project Ireland 2040 – a list of the major projects in the South-East is contained in 

the Appendix. The document draws on information from a wide range of publicly available sources, 

as well as material provided by Government Departments and Agencies. 

 
 

2. Regional City: Waterford Outcomes 

 
Project Ireland 2040 seeks to develop our regional towns and cities as viable urban centres of scale, 

which can act as alternatives and a counterbalance to the continued growth of Dublin and its 

surrounding region. In doing so, these cities and regional towns will act as drivers of growth for their 

wider region and rural areas. 

Project Ireland 2040 envisages the population of Waterford City and Suburbs to grow by between 

30,000 - 35,000 people (or 50-60%) by 2040. In keeping with the vision of compact smart growth, 

50% of new city housing will be within the existing Waterford City and Suburbs footprint. 

The Project Ireland 2040 assessment is that a stronger Waterford City would lead to the 

development of the wider South-East, which has experienced slower economic recovery than the 

national average in recent years, together with high unemployment rates, lower value job 

opportunities and less job creation. 
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3. Progress against National Strategic Outcomes 

 

3.1 National Strategic Outcome 1 – Compact Growth 
 
This outcome aims to secure the sustainable growth of more compact urban and rural settlements 

supported by jobs, houses, services and amenities, rather than continued sprawl and unplanned, 

uneconomic growth.  

There were 549 social housing new builds in the South-East in 2019, with more planned in 2020.  

In line with the national increase in new houses being built, there was a total of 1,507 new dwelling 
completions in the South-East in 2019. 
 

Table 1: Social Housing Completions in 2019 

South-East Total New Build  

Carlow  128 

Kilkenny 111 

Waterford 146 

Wexford 164 

Total  549 

Source: Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government  

 
Table 2: Total Housing Completions in 2019 

South-East New Dwelling Completions 

Carlow  187 

Kilkenny 287 

Waterford 440 

Wexford 593 

Total 1,507 

Source: Central Statistics Office 

 
Table 3: Total Planning Permissions in 2019 

Planning Region and County Houses   Multi 

development 

houses 

 

One off 

houses 

 Private 

flats/ 

apartments 

Total 

South-East - Totals 3,105 2,383 722 610 6,820 

Carlow 221 136 85 26 468 

Kilkenny 518 327 191 72 1,108 

Waterford 944 789 155 224 2,112 

Wexford 1,422 1,131 291 288 3,132 

Source: Central Statistics Office 
 
The Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) will help to rejuvenate significant but 

underused areas in Ireland’s five cities and other large towns. In the South-East these include: 

Waterford, Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford, Enniscorthy, Gorey, Dungarvan and New Ross. 

The URDF is a key part of Project Ireland 2040 with a total budget of €2 billion over the period to 

2027. The aim of the URDF is to stimulate new residential and commercial development in our larger 
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cities and towns. New services and amenities will support these new developments, and help 

achieve the ‘compact growth’ that was set out in Project Ireland 2040. 

In total, there were 5 successful applicants from the South-East for the first round of the Urban 
Regeneration and Development Fund in 2018. The second call closure for applications was extended 
to 29 May 2020, given the Covid-19 situation.     

 
Table 4a: Successful Applicants for the latest round of the Urban RDF 

South-East Category A (Ready 

to Go) 

Category B 

(to be developed) 

Total per County 

Carlow  0 1 1 

Kilkenny 1 0 1 

Waterford 2 0 2 

Wexford 1 0 1 

Total 4 1 5 

Source: Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government  

 
Table 4b: Successful Applicants for the latest round of the Urban RDF  

Applicant County Description 

Carlow County Council Carlow  Carlow Town Centre.  

Funding for master plan for Carlow Town Centre. 

The vision for Carlow Town is to be a high-

functioning, inclusive, compact and accessible 

town underpinned by a robust and diverse local 

economy. The overriding objective is to create a 

strong sense of place, a vibrant and vital town 

centre with opportunities for education and 

cultural experiences for all, a network of linked 

open spaces, recreational uses and other social 

infrastructure elements to provide a good quality 

of life for all. An agreed implementation process 

and control of strategic assets (i.e. sites and 

buildings) is required, which will become catalysts 

of change, providing demonstrator projects in the 

town centre that will set the standard for future 

regeneration and development. 

Kilkenny County Council Kilkenny Abbey Quarter (Public Realm enabling). 

The regeneration of the Abbey Quarter (AQ) 

presents an opportunity to restore a significant 

brown field site in the heart of Kilkenny City. This 

funding is for a number of ‘shovel ready’ public 

realm, community and cultural infrastructure 

projects that are essential to stimulate and enhance 

commercial development on the Abbey Quarter.  
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Waterford City and County 

Council 

Waterford  Waterford City and Environs - North Quays 

(Infrastructure enabling). 

The proposal is to provide timely plan-led 

implementation of key transportation elements of 

the Waterford Planning Land Use and 

Transportation Strategy (PLUTS), to transform 

City and Regional access and mobility and provide 

for game changing development on the North side 

of Waterford. The combined projects will catalyse 

significant immediate development, enabling a 

natural extension of Waterford City Centre, to the 

North side of the river, as well as opening up the 

North side of the City for development in 

unparalleled fashion.   

Waterford City and County 

Council 

Waterford Tramore Public Realm. 

This project proposes to transform the town centre 

into a destination by creating a new identifiable 

core with shared surface and good public realm 

linkages to the beach area and transport hub on 

the Lower Branch Road. It will implement a clear 

traffic and ‘way finding’ solution to this core and 

finally provide additional off street parking at the 

mid contour level, greatly improving accessibility. 

Wexford County Council Wexford Trinity Wharf Project. 

Trinity Wharf is a brown field site, approx. 3.6 Ha, 

located at the southern end of Wexford’s quay-

front. The development of Trinity Wharf as a 

mixed-use urban quarter is an essential step in 

positioning Wexford as a regionally attractive 

location for business, particularly financial services 

into the future.   
Source: Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
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3.2 National Strategic Outcome 2 – Enhanced Regional Connectivity 
 
A core priority under Project Ireland 2040 is the essential requirement to enhance and upgrade 
accessibility between urban centres of population and their regions, in parallel with the initiation of 
compact growth of urban centres. 
 
There are two major regional transport projects due to be completed shortly in the South-East. These 
are: 

 The M11 Gorey-Enniscorthy Motorway- opened July 2019 

 The N25 New Ross Bypass- completed in 2019 and opened on 29 January 2020 
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3.3 National Strategic Outcome 3 – Strengthened Rural Economies and Communities 
 
The full participation of rural communities in the strategic development as envisaged under the 

National Planning Framework (NPF) is imperative to achieving the full potential of a broad range of 

strategic outcomes detailed in the National Development Plan (NDP). This applies both in terms of 

the traditional pillars of the rural economy, the natural resource and food sector, as well as those 

emerging from such developments as improved connectivity, broadband and rural economic 

development opportunities. 

As part of Project Ireland 2040, the Government has committed to providing an additional €1 billion 

for a new Rural Regeneration and Development Fund over the period 2019 to 2027. The Fund will 

provide investment to support rural renewal for suitable projects in towns and villages with a 

population of less than 10,000, and outlying areas. It will be administered by the Department of 

Rural and Community Development. 

2 projects were approved under the second call.      

 
Table 5: Projects approved for funding under the second call of the Rural RDF in the 

South-East 

Applicant Project County Description Total 

RRDF 

Funding € 

Waterford 

City and 

County 

Council 

Ireland's Global 

Garden - Mount 

Congreve Estate 

Waterford This project involves the redevelopment 

and restoration of the Mount Congreve 

Estate to create a superb visitor experience 

and transform the Mount Congreve 

gardens into a world-class international 

tourist attraction. 

€3,726,000 

Wexford 

County 

Council 

Wexfordia - the 

New Ross 

Tourism 

Transformation 

Wexford Wexfordia involves a series of projects in 

the centre of New Ross, including the 

regeneration of a disused building as a 

Norman heritage visitor attraction, the 

upgrade of the Dunbrody Visitor Centre 

and Famine Ship and works on the Norman 

Way historical trail in the town. Together, 

these projects constitute a large-scale 

regeneration and tourism investment that 

will seek to build on the town’s rich 

heritage and visitor potential. 

€5,560,000 
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3.4 National Strategic Outcome 4 – Sustainable Mobility  
 
The expansion of attractive and sustainable public transport alternatives to private based car 

transport will reduce congestion and emissions and enable the transport sector to cater in an 

environmentally sustainable way for the demands associated with longer-term population and 

employment growth envisaged under Project Ireland 2040. Furthermore, the provision of safe, 

alternative, active travel options such as segregated cycling and walking facilities can help alleviate 

congestion and meet climate action objectives by providing viable alternatives and connectivity with 

existing public transport infrastructure.  

In Waterford, work has commenced on the development of the Metropolitan Area Transport 

Strategy for the city, which, as with all the cities, will provide the strategic backdrop to the increased 

levels of investment, planned in the coming years.  
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3.5 National Strategic Outcome 5 – A Strong Economy, supported by Enterprise, 

Innovation and Skills  

A competitive, innovative and resilient enterprise base is essential to provide the jobs and 

employment opportunities for people to live and prosper in all regions. Achieving the ambitious 

employment targets in Project Ireland 2040 in the context of increased global uncertainty, Brexit, 

the response to Covid-19 and technological disruption, underlines the importance of building 

competitive regional clusters and generating an uplift in enterprise export competitiveness to secure 

sustainable jobs and growth. 

The Enterprise Development Agencies continued to support an innovative and resilient enterprise 
base in 2019.  

 
Table 6: Agency Supported Employment in the South-East in 2019 

  

Total Employment  195,900 

IDA Ireland Employment 15,837 

Enterprise Ireland Employment 22,783 
Source: CSO and Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation    
 
The Regional Enterprise Development Fund is about supporting every region to build on its unique 

strengths and ultimately create sustainable jobs. Collaboration is at its core – among the public and 

private sectors, within and across regions. The Fund, which is administered for the Government by 

Enterprise Ireland, will operate on a rolling basis as part of Project Ireland 2040.    
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Table 7: Successful Applicants from the South East for the Regional Enterprise 

Development Fund Call 3 

Projects 

approved award 

County Description Fund 

South East 

Economic 

Development 

Company 

Limited 

Waterford The overall aim of this project is to create a Lean 

Industry 4.0 facility (LI4) that will support process-

orientated efficiencies and productivity in the South 

East. LI4 is an innovation-rich lean industry 

building and stimulus project, to accelerate growth 

and deliver business impact through collaboration, 

innovation, and clustering, which will facilitate the 

development of scalable, sustainable and profitable 

€1,342,751 

The 

Tradebridge 

Collaboration 

DAC 

Wexford Building on a successful 2018/9 pilot, Tradebridge 

creates new opportunities for Enterprise Ireland & 

LEO clients in the South East of Ireland to generate 

export sales quickly and cost effectively by 

leveraging its powerful contact network to open 

warm leads in Savannah & South East Georgia, 

USA. It also aims to open opportunities for the 

three South East Ports through business ecosystem 

development. 

 

 

 

 

€247,827 

National Design 

Innovation Hub 

Kilkenny TEaM Rural is an acronym for Trade, Enterprise 

and Marketing, the three pillars of economic 

development around which the services and 

structure of TEaM Rural are designed. The project 

involves a dedicated approach to entrepreneurship 

and ecosystem development in Rural Towns & 

Villages, through a collaborative and open 

innovation approach to entrepreneurship, which 

uses a network of local, regional, national and 

international collaborators. The collaborative 

network comes from a cross section of industry, 

community development, chamber of commerce, 

local authority and academia. TEaM Rural operates 

as a trade name assigned to The National Design 

Innovation Hub and the concept originated in 

Finland 

€396,800 

Source: Enterprise Ireland 

 
The Disruptive Technologies Innovation Fund will see investment in the development and 

deployment of disruptive innovative technologies and applications, on a commercial basis, targeted 

at tackling national and global challenges. The fund will drive collaboration between our world-class 

research base and industry as well as facilitating enterprises to compete directly for funding in 

support of the development and adoption of these technologies, and seeding a new wave of start-

ups. 
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There was one project partner from the South-East Region in a successful application under the 

second Call of the Disruptive Innovation Technology Fund (with two under the first Call in 2018), as 

detailed in Table 8 below. 

Table 8: Successful Applications featuring project partners from the South-East Region 

under the second Call of the Disruptive Innovation Technology Fund  

Lead Applicant Consortium 

Partners 

County Description 

NVP Energy Ltd Ashleigh 

Environmental 

Ltd; 

National 

University of 

Ireland, 

Galway 

(NUIG) 

Dublin, 

Waterford and 

Galway 

Sustainable Bio-Renewable Energy from 

Wastewater (S-BREW) for the Food and 

Drink wastewater sector that will reduce 

land-spread waste and produce high-

quality renewable energy. 

Source: Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation 
 

Enterprise Ireland in the South-East Region 

 In 2019, 22,783 people were employed in 459 Enterprise Ireland (EI) supported companies in 

the South-East Region. 

 EI supports all sectors with success in Construction, BPO, Fintech, Food and Lifesciences. 

 Enterprise Ireland has co-funded, with local enterprise development groups, 175 Community 

Enterprise Centres across the country including 18 in the South-East. 

 Enterprise Ireland in partnership with the Institutes of Technology, has established a 

nationwide network of 16 Technology Gateways, which deliver technology solutions for Irish 

industry close to their market needs and are open to all sizes of companies. There are four 

Gateways located in the South-East Region: MSTG, PMBRC and SEAM in Waterford IT and 

DESIGN+ Carlow IT. 

 Enterprise Ireland has funded the establishment of a national network of business innovation 

centres and specialist bio-incubation facilities across the Higher Education Sector, including 

ERIC @ IT Carlow and Arc Labs in WIT located in the region. Enterprise Ireland also supports 

initiatives such as New Frontiers, Regional Accelerators and Suir Valley, the regional venture 

capital of the South-East. Each of these investments is critical to incubate the high potential 

start-ups of the future. 

 EI supports and collaborates with Higher Education Institutes in the region including Carlow 

IT and Waterford IT through Innovation supports such as the Commercialisation Fund, 

Innovation Partnerships and Innovation Vouchers.     

Local Enterprise Offices 

The South-East Region is served by its Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) in Carlow, Kilkenny, Waterford 

and Wexford, which are co-located with the Local Authorities. In 2019, the LEOs operating the 

South-East Region supported an additional 360 jobs from 2018 (total of 6,120 jobs). The total 

number of companies supported by the LEOs in the South-East Region is 971. 
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IDA in the South-East Region  

The South-East Region includes the counties of Waterford, Wexford, Kilkenny, and Carlow. There are 

78 IDA Ireland supported companies in the Region, employing 15,837 people in total.    

IDA’s property investment programme for the South-East Region included the construction of two 

Advance Technology Buildings in Waterford, one of which was completed and occupied by Opko 

Healthcare, and a second, which was completed in 2019.  An Advance Office Building is also planned 

for Carlow with site identification and acquisition underway.       

IDA has a number of flagship Business Parks and strategic sites in key locations, which have been 

designed to a high standard and are occupied by many high-end manufacturing and international 

services clients with capacity to facilitate and accommodate new international investment. These 

sites include Butlerstown, Waterford and Belview, Kilkenny, which have and are being developed to 

facilitate large-scale utility intensive developments to support further growth in the Region.   

 

Higher Education 

 A new Engineering, Computing, and General Teaching Building is to be delivered in 

Waterford Institute of Technology (WIT) as part of the Higher Education PPP Programme.  

 While detailed technical analysis and economic analysis is still being completed, the new 

Engineering Computing and General Teaching Building is expected to accommodate 

workshops, laboratories, class rooms, lecture theatre, research space, tutorial rooms, 

training rooms and administration offices.  WIT has indicated that the proposed new 

building will generate up to 1,467 new places (944 full-time students and 523 part-time 

students).  

 WIT, together with IT Carlow, is part of the Technological University (TU) for the South-East 

(TUSE) consortium.  Project Ireland 2040 highlights the transformational potential of the 

proposed TU for the South East region – the first time a university will be located in that 

region.   
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3.6 National Strategic Outcome 6 – High-Quality International Connectivity 

 
As an island, continued investment in our port and airport connections to the UK, the EU and the 

rest of the world, is integral to underpinning international competitiveness. It is also central to 

responding to the challenges, as well as the opportunities arising from Brexit.  

Continued Exchequer support for smaller regional airports is planned under the Regional Airports 

Programme including Waterford Airport.  

Project Ireland 2040 also recognises the importance of continuing investment to further improve the 

quality of port facilities, particularly those in the South-East such as Rosslare and the Port of 

Waterford given their role in maintaining transportation linkages with crucial EU markets.  

Strengthening access routes to Ireland’s ports through investment to upgrade and enhance the road 

transport network to improve journey times is and remains a Government priority. Examples of such 

investments include the development of the M11, in terms of improving connectivity to Rosslare in 

the South-East.  
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3.7 National Strategic Outcome 7 – Enhanced Amenity and Heritage  

 
Project Ireland 2040 recognises the value of cultural heritage as a key component of, and contributor 

to, the attractiveness and sustainability of our cities, towns, villages and rural areas in terms of 

developing cultural creative spaces, private inward investment, and attracting and retaining talent 

and enterprise. 

Sports 

The Sports Capital Programme is the primary means of providing Government support to sports clubs 
and organisations for sports capital works. The most recent allocations under the Programme were 
made at the end of 2019, with €37 million allocated to sporting clubs and organisations throughout 
the country.   

 
Table 9a: Successful applicants to the latest round of capital sports grants 

South-East Successful Applicants Average Grant € 

Carlow 21 30,368 

Kilkenny 19 42,456 

Waterford 33 31,328 

Wexford 42 29,885 

Total  115 33,509 

Source: Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport   

 
Table 9b: Large successful applicants to the latest round of capital sports grants  

South-East Successful Applicants Grant € 

Carlow Muinebheag Juvenile GAA Club  84,304 

Kilkenny Clogh Moneenroe Racquetball Club  

 

100,276  

 

Waterford 
St Anne's Waterford Tennis Club 

69,608  

 

Wexford Ballygarrett Realt na Mara GAA club  

 

75,178  

 
Source: Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport     
 
Table 9c: Latest successful applicants to Stream 2 of sports capital grants  

South-East Successful Applicants Grant € 

Waterford Redevelopment of Waterford GAA's primary 

County Grounds - Walsh Park 

3,753,750 

Wexford Enniscorthy Sports Hub 300,000 

Kilkenny The Watershed Development, Kilkenny 1,443,750 

Source: Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport 
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3.8 National Strategic Outcome 8 – Climate-Resilient Society  

 
Project Ireland 2040 highlights the centrality of this National Strategic Outcome (NSO) to all other 

elements of spatial policy. The themes highlighted in the NPF focus on the role of spatial policy in 

influencing where we live, where we work, and how we travel. These are all directly relevant to the 

pattern of energy use and in particular, the current level of harmful greenhouse gas emissions to 

which Ireland is committed to achieving substantial reductions. 

There are 9 Flood Relief Schemes currently planned for the South-East Region, the largest of which is 

the Enniscorthy Flood Relief Scheme.  

The second year of Project Ireland 2040 has also seen major investment by the commercial state 

sector in energy, involving ESB/EirGrid. 

For example, EirGrid/ESB are now in the construction phase of an electricity project to reinforce the 

network in the general Laois-Kilkenny region. Works are ongoing on the reinforcement project, with 

stakeholder interactions and discussions continuing. 

Construction of a new 220 kV single substation ‘Loughtown’ connected via approx. 500m of UGC to 

the existing Great Island 220 kV Station. This will facilitate the connection of a 500 MW 

interconnector to Pembrokeshire in Wales (works to commence in 2020). 

Successful completion of Phase 1 of Wexford 110kV station uprate project. This will improve the 

continuity of supply for the entire south east of the country. 

Wexford- Great Island 110kV line uprate project successfully completed and energised. 

Four Climate Action Regional Offices (CAROs) were established in 2018 to facilitate effective climate 

action at regional and local level. The Climate Action Regional Offices are operated by a lead Local 

Authority in four different regions around the country. The South-East Region is covered by the 

Midlands and Eastern Region CARO, which is operated by Kildare County Council. 

Homes 

Grants to improve home energy efficiency are available nationwide  

 
Table 10a: Home Energy Grant schemes (incl. Better Energy Homes, Warmer Homes, 

Warmth and Wellbeing and Deep Retrofit) in the South-East 

Counties Number of homes completed Amount paid (€,000) 

Carlow 368 1,013,462 

Waterford 481 2,669,680 

Kilkenny 375 1,273,667 

Wexford 519 1,939,501 

Total  1,743 6,896,310 

Source: Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment     

Commercial 

Grants are available for large energy users and SMEs to improve the energy efficiency of their 

buildings, equipment and processes.  
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Table 10b: SME Lighting Scheme in the South-East 

Counties Number of Grants Average 

Grant Value 

Total Grant 

Value 

Kilkenny 3 €14,290 €42,869 

Wexford 2 €6,545 €13,089 

Source: Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment     

 
Table 10c: Agri Scheme in the South-East 

Counties Number of Grants Average 

Grant Value 

Total Grant 

Value 

Carlow 3 €4,600 €13,800 

Kilkenny 14 €3,434 €48,072 

Waterford 7 €3,326 €23,283 

Wexford 16 €4,117 €65,872 
Source: Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment    

 
Excellence in Energy Efficient Design (EXEED) 

The Excellence in Energy Efficient Design (EXEED) scheme administered by SEAI provides support for 
businesses to consider the most efficient processes when commissioning or designing a new project 
process or asset.  
 

Table 10d: EXEED Grant Sectors by Region and County 2019  

County Value Sector 

Carlow €697 Private 

Carlow €0 Public 

Kilkenny €697 Private 

Kilkenny €0 Public 

Waterford €8,903 Private 

Waterford €0 Public 

Wexford €10,800 Private 

Wexford €0 Public 

Total €487,375   

Source: Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment       

 
Public Sector 

Since 2017, the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment (DCCAE) has funded 

partnership pathfinder programmes to deliver energy upgrades to public sector buildings. The 

fundamental objective of each is to test approaches, build best practice and capacity, and develop a 

scalable model for large energy retrofit investment, which can be replicated throughout the wider 

public sector and schools. During 2019, three partnership programmes were funded - SEAI/DES 

Retrofit Programme in schools, SEAI/OPW Retrofit Programme in OPW Buildings and SEAI / HSE 

Retrofit Programme.  

For 2019, a total of €14.5m funding was provided, €9.1m from DCCAE, which contributed to the 
retrofit of 95 buildings nationally.  
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Table 10e: Wider Public Sector Grants in the Mid-West  

No. of PSBs Value (€) Average Grant 

Value (€) 

County 

1 23,534 23,534 Kilkenny 

4 861,408 215,352 Waterford 

1 17,851 17,851 Wexford 

Source: Department of Communication, Climate Action and Environment  
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3.9 National Strategic Outcome 9 – Sustainable Management of Water and other 
Environmental Resources  

 
Project Ireland 2040 highlights the centrality of our sustainable water resources to underpin our 

environmental and economic well-being into the future against the backdrop of the significant deficits 

in the capacity and quality of our current provision reflecting historic underinvestment.     

There are currently 19 water and wastewater projects in progress in the South-East e.g. Irish 

Water, in partnership with Kilkenny County Council, is replacing ageing water mains in Kilkenny City 
to improve security of water supply, improve water quality and reduce high levels of leakage. The 
works involve the replacement of 500 metres of old cast iron water mains with high density 
polyethylene (plastic) pipes in Kilkenny City.   

 
Table 11: Irish Water Projects 

South-East Completed In Progress Planned 

Carlow 0 5 1 

Kilkenny 2 7 1 

Waterford 1 5 0 

Wexford 1 2 1 

Total  4 19 3 

Source: Irish Water 
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3.10 National Strategic Outcome 10 – Access to Quality Childcare, Education and Health 
Services  

 
Access to quality primary education, health services and childcare, relative to the scale of a region, 

city, town, neighbourhood or community is a defining characteristic of attractive, successful and 

competitive places. Project Ireland 2040 provides significant public investment in education and 

health infrastructure to meet current infrastructure needs, cater for an estimated population growth 

of one million and respond to Ireland’s changing demographic profile. 

There were 3 schools projects delivered in the South-East in 2019. 
 

Table 12: Schools Projects Delivered in 2019 in the South-East 

No. County School  School Type 

1 Carlow Tyndall College Campus Post Primary 

2 Carlow St.Mary's College Knockbeg Post Primary 

3 Kilkenny Coláiste Mhuire, Johnstown Post Primary 

Source: website of Department of Education and Skills 

 
A further 21 schools projects were at various stages of planning, design and construction. 
 

Table 13: Status of School Delivery in 2019 in the South-East 

No. County School Name & Address School Project Status 

1 Carlow St. Mary's Academy CBS, Carlow Procurement process for 

Project Manager for 

ADAPT Programme 

initiated.  

2 Carlow Presentation/De La Salle, Bagnelstown Procurement of Design 

Team has commenced 

3 Kilkenny Kilkenny City Western Environs Primary School to open in 2021. 

Site Acquisition Process 

4 Kilkenny Kilkenny CBS, Kilkenny City Procurement of Design 

Team has commenced 

5 Kilkenny St. Kieran's College, Kilkenny City Stage 1 (Preliminary 

Design) 

6 Kilkenny Presentation Secondary School, Kilkenny 

City 

Procurement of Design 

Team has commenced 

7 Kilkenny City Vocational School, Kilkenny City Stage 1 (Preliminary 

Design) 

8 Kilkenny Coláiste Pobal Osraí, Kilkenny City Stage 1 (Preliminary 

Design) 

9 Kilkenny  St. Canice's NS, Kilkenny City Procurement of Design 

Team has commenced 

10 Waterford Glór Na Mara, Tramore On Site 

11 Waterford Newtown School, Waterford City Stage 2a (Developed 

Sketch Scheme) 

12 Waterford Blackwater Community School, Lismore Stage 3 (Tender Stage) 
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13 Waterford  Waterpark College, Waterford City Stage 2b (Detailed 

Design) 

14 Waterford Ard Scoil na Mara, Tramore Stage 2b (Detailed 

Design) 

15 Wexford St. Canice's Convent, Rosbercon Project Brief Stage 

16 Wexford St Senan's NS, Enniscorthy Stage 2b (Detailed 

Design) 

17 Wexford St Patrick's Special School, Enniscorthy  On Site 

18 Wexford Wexford ETNS Site Acquisition Process 

/ Project Brief Stage 

19 Wexford Meánscoil Gharman, Enniscorthy Site Acquisition Process 

20 Wexford Bridgetown College Project Devolved to ETB 

for Design Team 

appointment 

21 Wexford Vocational College, Bunclody Project Devolved to ETB 

for Design Team 

appointment 
Source: Department of Education and Skills (31 Dec 2019) 
 

Health 

There are 9 healthcare projects that will be delivered in the South-East in 2020. For example, a 100 

bed Community Nursing Unit to include 20 psychiatry of later life beds and 80 long stay elderly beds, 

to replace beds in St. Patrick's and St. Otteran's in Waterford City. The other major project is the new 

ward block at University Hospital Waterford to include replacement inpatient beds and a Palliative 

Care Unit. These timelines are pre-Covid.      
 

Table 14: HSE Capital Infrastructure 2020 in the South-East 

Facility Project details Project 

Completion 

Fully 

Operational 

Kilkenny City 

East  

 

Primary Care Centre, by lease agreement  

 

Q4 2020  
 

Q2 2021  

 

Thomastown, 

Co. Kilkenny  

 

Primary Care Centre, by lease agreement  

 

Q4 2020  

 

Q2 2021  

 

St. Luke’s 

General 

Hospital, 

Kilkenny  

 

Extension to radiology and the provision of a 

new MRI  

 

Q4 2020  

 

Q1 2021  

 

St. Patrick's 

Centre, Co. 

Kilkenny  

 

Four units of refurbishment to meet housing 

requirements for 12 people transitioning from 

congregated settings  

 

Phased 

delivery 2020  

 

Phased 

delivery 

2020  
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University 

Hospital 

Waterford 

The provision of a second cardiac 

catheterisation laboratory to enable the 

expansion of the cardiac diagnostic service  

 

Q4 2020  

 

Q1 2021  

 

University 

Hospital 

Waterford  

 

Development of a new block to include 

replacement inpatient beds  

 

Q2 2019  

 

Phased 

opening 

from Q4 

2019  

 

University 

Hospital 

Waterford  

 

Fire safety upgrade - emergency lighting  

 

Q3 2020  

 

Q3 2020  

 

St. Patrick's 

Hospital, John's 

Hill, Waterford 

City  

 

100 bed CNU to replace beds in St. Patrick's 

and St. Otteran's (to include 20 psychiatry of 

later life beds and 80 long stay elderly beds)  

 

Q3 2019  

 

Q4 2019 / 

Q1 2020  

 

Palliative Care 

Unit (University 

Hospital 

Waterford)  

 

Development of a new block to include 

palliative care unit, co-funded by Waterford 

Hospice  

 

Q2 2019  

 

Phased 

opening 

from Q4 

2019  

 
Source: HSE Service Plan 2020  
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Appendix 
 
Major projects from the Investment Tracker 

Details of a wider selection of projects are available on the Project Ireland 2040 map MyProjectIreland at 
gov.ie/2040. 
 

Name of 

Project 

Brief Description of Project Location 

(County) 

Project 

Commencement 

Date 

Project 

Completion 

Date 

IT Carlow 

Science and 

Health 

Building 

A new Science and Health Building which 

will include undergraduate and postgraduate 

science labs, classrooms and learning resource 

space. In conjunction with decanted space 

elsewhere on campus, the new building will 

increase capacity of the institution by 500 

students. Part of the Higher Education PPP 

Programme.  

Carlow Subject to 

Appraisal  

Subject to 

Appraisal  

WIT 

Engineering, 

ICT and 

Teaching 

Building 

A new Engineering, ICT and Teaching 

building which will include undergraduate 

and postgraduate labs, specialist and general 

teaching spaces and administration space. In 

conjunction with decanted space elsewhere 

on campus, the new building will increase 

capacity of the institution by 1037 students. 

Part of the Higher Education PPP 

Programme.  

Waterford Subject to 

Appraisal  

Subject to 

Appraisal  

Waterford 

University 

Hospital 

Ward Block 

Development of a new block to include 

replacement inpatient beds and a Palliative 

Care Unit.  

Waterford 2017 2019 

Kilkenny 

Wastewater 

Network 

The Kilkenny City Regional Water Supply 

Scheme project will address water quality and 

capacity issues with the existing water supply 

for Kilkenny City. 

Kilkenny Subject to 

Appraisal  

Subject to 

Appraisal  

Carlow 

Wastewater 

Treatment 

Plant 

This project involves upgrading the existing 

wastewater treatment facilities to meet the 

Waste Water Discharge Authorisation 

standards. 

Carlow 2023 2025 

Waterford 

City 

Wastewater 

Treatment 

Plant 

Upgrade of Wastewater Treatment Plant to 

protect environment and quality of receiving 

waters and facilitate growth. 

Waterford Subject to 

Appraisal 

Subject to 

Appraisal 

Enniscorthy 

Flood Relief 

Scheme  

This project is a flood relief scheme for 

Enniscorthy, Co Wexford. 

 Wexford  2020 2023 
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PPP: M11 

Gorey-

Enniscorthy 

Motorway 

This project includes works of approximately 

26km of mainline to motorway standard (M11 

route), 4km of dual carriageway (N80 Link 

Road), 8km of single carriageway 

(Enniscorthy N30 route) 

Wexford 2015 2019 

PPP: N25 

New Ross 

Bypass 

The scheme comprises 14.6km of dual 

carriageway (N25 and N30 route), and 1.2km 

of single carriageway (New Ross N30 route). 

The scheme includes a significant crossing of 

the River Barrow.  

Wexford 2016 2020 

Source: Investment Tracker - Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  

 


