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1. Introduction 

On the 22 May, 2017 the Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport (DTT&S), Shane Ross T.D. 

launched a public consultation process on the development of a Greenway Strategy for Ireland.  

The aim of the consultation was to gather a broad base of views and opinions to assist the 

Department in developing an overarching Strategy for the future development of Greenways in 

Ireland.  

The public consultation paper set out the policy context for Government investment in 

Greenways, including their value from an economic, health, community, rural and regional 

regeneration perspective.  The paper also made reference to the significant tourism benefits that 

can accrue in addition to the potential for providing a more sustainable transport option for many 

communities.  The consultation paper discussed a wide range of issues surrounding the 

development of greenways, posed a number of key questions and set out to open a debate on how 

the more challenging issues that have arisen in the development of some greenways should be 

approached.  Respondents welcomed the opportunity to participate in the consultation process. 

365 submissions were received from members of the public, stakeholders, representative bodies, 

Government Departments’ and Agencies’.  A further 5,000+ one page identical petition-type 

submissions, individually signed, were received from groups opposed to compulsory purchase 

(CPO) and land severance for the purpose of delivering greenway infrastructure.  

Some respondents used the questionnaire template provided; some made submissions in other 

formats while others focussed solely on specific routes.  

The Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport would like to thank all those who took the time 

and effort to submit their valuable input into this process.  

The following are some of the key points, some conflicting, made across several submissions: 

 Strong support for continued State investment in greenways and the development of a 

national strategy for the delivery of greenway infrastructure. 

 Opposition to CPO and land severance of private and farm landholdings for the purpose 

of delivering greenway infrastructure. 

 Recognition of the resulting health, environment, economic, tourism and community 

benefits. 

 Potential for rural regeneration through direct investment and the creation of linked 

business opportunities. 

 Need for early and widespread consultation, clear communication and engagement 

between local authorities and local communities and affected landowners on route 

selection and other concerns, either/and on a one to one basis or through representative 

groups – fair and transparent processes are essential. 
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 Recommendation for a Code of Practice to be drafted on the rights and entitlements of 

individual land owners  

 Utilisation of State owned lands, tow paths and disused railway lines for the development 

of greenways where suitable. 

 Recognition that greenways preserve the alignment of closed railway lines and prevent 

encroachment. 

 Support for Compulsory Purchase Orders (CPO) to protect State investment in large 

projects and to guarantee long term availability and continuity of access. 

 Current statutory planning requirements are inadequate for the purpose of delivering 

greenways.  

 Greenways (and Blueways) heighten awareness of the biodiversity and an appreciation of 

our natural habitats. The Strategy document should incorporate all legislative 

requirements to negate the potential impact of any proposed project on biodiversity in 

both aquatic and terrestrial habitats.  

 The initial Strategy delivery phase should be for ‘primary’ routes which have the 

potential to generate the greatest economic benefits with other ‘secondary’ routes to 

follow – or in tandem from separate funding authority. 

 Requirement for ongoing funding for route maintenance and upkeep.  

 The role of the 49 Local Development Companies; Local Authority Public Participation 

Networks (PPNs) and Community Groups in greenway development. 

 Calls for route specific greenways to be delivered i.e. section of the Western Rail 

Corridor (WRC); Blessington Greenway; Hazelhatch section of Royal Canal Greenway 

etc. 

This report summarises the submissions the views and sentiments expressed in the submissions 

received and broadly responds to the issues that were raised by the respondents.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bluewaysireland.org/
https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/f4022e-local-community-development-committees-lcdcs/
https://drcd.gov.ie/community/public-participation-networks/
https://drcd.gov.ie/community/public-participation-networks/
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2. Public Consultation Submissions 

A total of 5,365 submissions were received by DTT&S in response to the Consultation 

Questionnaire.  The breakdown in submissions is as follows: 

 16 from elected officials 

 106 from stakeholders organisation 

 243 from members of the public (general and route specific comment) 

 5,000+ 1 page identical, individually signed, petition-like submission 

 

The breakdown of submissions received from elected officials is as follows: 

 4 TDs 

 1 Senator 

 11 Councillors 

Submissions were received from 105 stakeholder organisations as follows: 

 4 Political Parties 

 22 County Councils 

 1 Regional Assembly 

 3 Chambers of Commerce 

 8 Farming representative bodies 

 53 Business/community and representative bodies 

 10 Cycling Groups 

 4 Educational institutions 

 

5,000+ individually signed petition like submissions were made. 
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Questions put forward in Consultation Paper 

3.1. Why invest in Greenways? 

 

Do you agree that the State should invest in greenways? 

What do you consider to be the most important benefits that greenways can deliver in Ireland? 

Are there benefits to be derived from greenway? 

What benefits should be given primary consideration when considering investment in future 

greenway projects? 

Should the State invest in greenways that do not offer the full range of benefits set out in this 

Chapter, e.g. greenways that do not offer real potential to develop tourist/visitor interest but 

provide a local recreational facility? 

 

 

Summary of responses received 

 Strong support for continued State investment in Greenways in recognition of the 

immense value of greenways and the multiple benefits they bring to communities. 

 Need for dedicated funding stream for the delivery and on-going maintenance of 

greenways. 

 The role of Greenways should be clearly understood and enunciated in the Strategy. 

 Strong demand for activities in Ireland if the right type of infrastructure is provided – 

Fáilte Ireland’s four S’ for cycling tourism – Scenery, Segregated, Safe and See and do 

(FI market research 2013). 

 A core market potential of over 19.5m. people has been identified in the main European 

markets alone for cycling in Ireland (FI market research 2013 

 Ireland is not known internationally as an activities destination, however, activity tourism 

contributes €1bn to the economy each year. 

 In order to succeed greenways must provide links to places and attractions of interest to 

visitors and links between primary and secondary routes and trails. 

 Need for conjoined thinking between local authorities. 

 Greenways and cycling tourism can serve as a catalyst for modal shift through the 

promotion of cycling as a safe and accessible alternative mode of transport.  

 Proposed Strategy will lend support to the DTT&S High Level Sports Policy Goal “To 

contribute to a healthier and more active society by promoting sports participation and by 

supporting high performance and the provision of facilities”. 

 Greenways provide safe traffic free routes for all sectors of the population including 

families and people with disabilities.  

 Reduce the burden on the health service due to a healthier population. (Active Travel –

healthy lives- Institute of Public Health in Ireland}Give priority to greenways which 

http://www.smartertravel.ie/sites/default/files/uploads/F%C3%A1ilte%20Ireland%20-%20cycling%20tourism%20-%20research%20findings_0.pdf
http://www.smartertravel.ie/sites/default/files/uploads/F%C3%A1ilte%20Ireland%20-%20cycling%20tourism%20-%20research%20findings_0.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/15979/04e0f52cee5f47ee9c01003cf559e98d.pdf
https://www.getirelandactive.ie/Professionals/Built%20Environment/Research/active-travel-healthy-lives-.pdf
https://www.getirelandactive.ie/Professionals/Built%20Environment/Research/active-travel-healthy-lives-.pdf
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maximise all the potential benefits followed by the development of other routes which 

may not attract tourists but which would attract high numbers of local users. 

 Put in place a mechanism to ensure future and unrestricted access to the development, 

management and use of greenway infrastructure, to safeguard state investment and ensure 

that product can be promoted as open and accessible to visitors at all times. 

 

DTT&S comments 

The Department is committed to the continued delivery of Greenways across the country.  The 

mid-term review of the Capital Plan provided an additional €30 million for Greenways bringing 

the total allocation for the period 2018-2021 to €55.9 million. The Strategy will provide a long 

term vision and framework upon which Ireland’s greenways can be planned in a strategic manner 

ensuring the best possible return for State investment. 

The expansion of greenways will support the Department’s Smarter Travel Policy, many actions 

of which seek to encourage and promote a more active lifestyle for the country’s citizens.  Since 

the launch of the Smarter Travel Policy in 2009 the Department has invested in the Active Travel 

and Smarter Travel Areas Demonstration programmes though grant funding to local authorities. 

These programmes seek to support modal shift to more active modes of transport such as 

walking, cycling and use of public transport.  In preparing the Greenway Strategy the 

Department will be mindful that some potential greenways will have the added benefit of 

providing infrastructure which can be used by commuters and which will complement the goals 

of these programmes.  

 

The Department’s vision is supported by the following key Government Departments’ and 

Agencies with a role to play in the delivery of recreational infrastructure, either as an enabler or a 

funder: 

 Department of Rural & Community Development (DRCD) 

 National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) 

 Waterways Ireland (WI) 

 Bord na Mona (BnM) 

 Coillte 

 Sport Ireland (SI) 

 Fáilte Ireland (FI 
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 City & County Manager’s Association- Land Use Transportation Study group (CCMA-

LUTS) 

Coillte, the National Parks & Wildlife Service and Bord na Mona, as managers of State owned 

lands are agreeable to opening up lands, where ever possible, for tourism and recreation 

purposes. 

Lessons have been learned from the investment made by the Department in 

greenways/cycleways over the period 2012 to 2016 and this knowledge has provided a sound 

basis for the development of the Strategy.  There is a  pent-up demand for greenways across the 

country.  Where possible and appropriate use will be made of state owned lands, disused rail way 

lines and canal tow paths.  Proposed routes which have the potential to provide the greatest 

economic benefits will be identified along with those routes which provide a more localised 

community and amenity offering.  The importance of inter-connectivity between primary 

(greenways), secondary (trails and walkways) and other (lesser used trails) routes will be 

factored in. Consideration will also be given to the need to define a hierarchy of routes with each 

linked to an appropriate funding stream. 

 

3.2  Common issues arising in the development of Greenways 

 

Consultation and Community Buy-in 

How should local authorities and/or other greenway project developers engage with local 

communities on greenway proposals? 

What level of consultation should take place and at what stage should this be initiated? 

Is consultation as part of any statutory requirement sufficient? 

 

 

Summary of responses received 

 Consultation with local communities should take place as early as possible. 

 Local communities should have input into any proposals for greenways in their area. 

 Representatives from local communities should have an active role and be kept fully 

informed of all developments at all stages. 

 Statutory consultation (Part 8) alone is not sufficient for the delivery of greenway 

projects. 

 Requirement for investment and resource commitment to progress proposals through 

survey, assessment, planning and design stages. 

DTT&S comments 

The Department supports the concept of active local involvement in proposed greenway projects 

from the outset and recognises that the level of consultation (Part 8 process) required as part of 
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the statutory consultation is not sufficient. Local authorities, as the bodies responsible for the 

delivery of these projects, will be requested to ensure that all potential obstacles to the successful 

and timely delivery of projects have been rigorously explored and resolved prior to submitting 

any proposal to the Department under future funding calls. Detailed guidance on the nature and 

extent of consultation to be undertaken with communities and farming associations etc. is 

provided in Appendix 1 The Department supports the involvement of the Public Participation 

Networks ?(PPN) which were set up under the Local Government Reform Act 2014 to facilitate 

the engagement of local authorities with communities and the general public.  Each local 

authority employs a PPN Support Worker, whose job is to ensure that the community is fully 

engaged and properly consulted in all local authority public consultations, decision-making 

committees etc. 

 

Use of Public/State Land vs private land for development of Greenways 

Should local authorities and/or other project developers seek to use State-owned lands, where 

possible for the development of greenways? 

Are there reasons why State-owned lands should not be used for the further development of 

greenways in the State? 

Are there particular types of State-owned lands that would not be appropriate for the 

development of greenways? If so, why? 

How can the synergies between ‘blueways’ and ‘greenways’ be maximised to provide most 

benefit to the future development of outdoor recreational infrastructure in the State? 

 

Summary of responses received 

 State owned lands should be used if available and suitable. 

 State owned lands which do not have the potential to attract either visitors or local users 

should not be considered. 

 The use of State owned lands would avoid potential conflict with landowners. 

 The use of State owned lands would reduce the cost of delivering greenways. 

 Developers of ‘Greenways’ and ‘Blueways’ should maximise the synergies which exist 

between both products and both should be promoted as a package of activities. 

 Increased investment in greenways has the potential to increase the number and quality of 

access points to the water for water based activities. 

 

 

DTT&S comments 

The Department, in collaboration with the relevant agencies, will identify the potential for the 

delivery of greenways on state owned lands.  While the use of state owned lands is attractive 

from the perspective of reducing the cost of land acquisition and helping to ensure the 

https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/b59ee9-community-network-groups/
https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/b59ee9-community-network-groups/
https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/5ee495-greenways/
https://www.bluewaysireland.org/
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sustainability of the resource, only those routes which have the necessary trip attractions and 

make sound economic sense will be considered.   

 

Land Access Arrangements – Permissive Access 
Is the permissive access model an appropriate basis for the future development of greenways in 

the State? 

Permissive access arrangements can avoid potentially expensive land acquisition costs in the 

development of greenways but are there other benefits to using this model that would render it 

more appropriate in certain circumstances? 

What type of greenway projects would permissive access to suitable for? 

Are there projects that it would be unsuitable for? 

 

 

Summary of responses received 

 Permissive access is not suitable for greenways projects which involve significant State 

investment in the interest of protecting State investment. 

 Permissive access should not be considered for projects which involve negotiations with 

more than 30 landowners. 

 Permissive access can be successful for certain types of projects such as off-road hiking 

and walking trails and small scale links to major routes. 

 The use of permissive access can create a collaborative environment with greater 

community buy in and ownership of a project - landowners can become involved in the 

maintenance and upkeep of the route. 

 

DTT&S comments 

The Department recognises the benefits of the permissive access model as a less expensive 

means of delivering greenways and as a way to increase community buy in/ownership of a 

project.  However, for large projects which involve (i) significant State investment and (ii) 

negotiations with a large number of private land owners, this is not considered to be the most 

robust model in the interest of protecting State investment and ensuring the long term success 

of a project.  The advice received from Mayo Co Council, which successfully delivered the 

Great Western Greenway on a permissive access basis, is that projects which involve 

negotiations with more than 30 landowners should not use this model.  
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Acquisition of land 

Where a proposed greenway route involves access to privately owned land do you think that 

CPO is a valid mechanism for the acquisition of land on a route? 

If you don’t think CPO is valid, what alternatives would you suggest? 

At what level should consultation take place with landowners where CPO is being considered – 

at the individual landowner level or with representative bodies? 

 

Summary of responses received 

 Where possible, purchase by agreement is always the most favourable – even where CPO 

is the mechanism used. 

 If CPO is used the route with least impact on landowners and farming operations should 

be selected. 

 CPO should never be used for the delivery of greenway infrastructure. 

 Consultation should take place at individual landowner level and with representative 

bodies. 

 Need for an agreed National approach to the delivery of greenways and CPO. 

 Code of Practice for negotiations between farmers and local authorities. 

 

DTT&S comments 

The Department recommends that all other avenues be thoroughly explored prior to selecting 

CPO for the purpose of delivering greenway infrastructure. 

Even where CPO is found to be the only sound model to deliver greenways involving significant 

State investment, the Department would request local authorities to pursue the purchase by 

agreement approach either directly with individual landowners or through representative bodies.  

Again the services of the Public Participation Networks (PPNs) should be fully utilised as part of 

this process.  Consultation should take place at the outset of project planning to mitigate any 

perception that plans are presented as a fait accompli. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/b59ee9-community-network-groups/
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3.3  What approach should be taken to the future development of Greenways 

A Network approach?  A Cluster approach?  

Should the concept of the National Cycle Network (NCN) as proposed in the 2010 NCN Scoping 

Study be developed or set aside? 

Is it appropriate for the State to invest in individual greenway projects that may never have 

potential to connect to other greenways or substantially off-road cycle facilities? 

Should the Greenway Strategy aim to develop a network of interconnected greenways or should 

alternative approaches to considered? 

 

Summary of responses received 

 NCN should be revised or developed in line with the more up to date criteria available 

since 2010 Scoping Study  – such as 2013 Fáilte Ireland research of overseas and 

domestic markets. 

 Develop a Strategy that is responsive to the present situation, needs and aspirations of all 

stakeholders. 

 Priority should be given to greenways which can create or add to a product of 

international scale. 

 Develop greenways as part of a network; also develop greenways which do not link with 

network but which can provide facilities for a substantial number of people and give 

connectively to sites of historic interest; scenery and services in towns and villages. 

 Develop greenways on state owned lands which can be delivered at reduced cost. 

 The Greenway Strategy should be set aside in favour of a national strategy for the 

delivery of Objective 3 of the National Cycle Policy Framework: ‘Signed rural cycle 

networks for tourism and recreation’. 

DTT&S comments 

The National Cycle Policy Framework has a specific objective relating to the development of the 

National Cycle Network to include rural recreational routes around urban areas and connecting 

with major urban areas.  In 2009 the then Minister for Transport approved the commissioning of 

the National Roads Authority (now Transport Infrastructure Ireland) to undertake a study, with 

the assistance of an interdepartmental/interagency advisory group convened to assist with this 

task. 

The network of routes as identified in the resulting NCN Scoping Study 2010, was based on the 

concept of linking towns with populations greater than 5,000 and 10,000 people.  More recent 

research and up to date criteria i.e. 2013 Fáilte Ireland research of overseas and domestic markets 

- would suggest that this was not sufficient criteria on which to base a proposed network of 

http://www.smartertravel.ie/sites/default/files/uploads/FINAL%20NCNScopingStudyAugust2010%5B1%5D.pdf
http://www.smartertravel.ie/sites/default/files/uploads/FINAL%20NCNScopingStudyAugust2010%5B1%5D.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ed5d17-strategy-for-the-future-development-of-national-and-regional-greenwa/
http://www.failteireland.ie/FailteIreland/media/WebsiteStructure/Documents/3_Research_Insights/3_General_SurveysReports/Tourism-facts-2013.pdf?ext=.pdf
http://www.failteireland.ie/FailteIreland/media/WebsiteStructure/Documents/3_Research_Insights/3_General_SurveysReports/Tourism-facts-2013.pdf?ext=.pdf
http://www.smartertravel.ie/sites/default/files/uploads/2013_01_03_0902%2002%20EnglishNS1274%20Dept.%20of%20Transport_National_Cycle_Policy_v4%5B1%5D%5B1%5D.pdf
http://www.smartertravel.ie/sites/default/files/uploads/FINAL%20NCNScopingStudyAugust2010%5B1%5D.pdf
http://www.failteireland.ie/FailteIreland/media/WebsiteStructure/Documents/3_Research_Insights/3_General_SurveysReports/Tourism-facts-2013.pdf?ext=.pdf
http://www.failteireland.ie/FailteIreland/media/WebsiteStructure/Documents/3_Research_Insights/3_General_SurveysReports/Tourism-facts-2013.pdf?ext=.pdf
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routes.  The Department would now debate to either build on the recommendations contained in 

the 2010 Study or set the Study aside. 

 

An approach based on Euro Velo? 

Do EuroVelo 1 and EuroVelo 2 offer an approach for the development of greenways and other 

cycle routes in Ireland? 

Do you have experience of cycling on a EuroVelo route on continental Europe?  Do you think 

the development of EuroVelo routes in Ireland would help to increase cycle numbers? 

Should the focus of the Greenway Strategy be on greenways in the strictest sense (fully or 

substantially off-road) or should the use of lightly-trafficked roads like those on EuroVelo routes 

also be considered if a ‘network’ approach is to be taken? 

What role, if any, should EuroVelo routes play in the Greenways Strategy? 

 

 

Summary of responses received 

 EuroVelo Routes 1 (Atlantic Coast Route) and 2 (Capital’s Route) pass through Ireland 

and given their length should be developed to increase Ireland’s attractiveness as a 

cycling destination. 

 Dublin to Galway Greenway is part of EuroVelo 2 (western section currently paused). 

 EuroVelo 1 has the potential to attract users because of its location on the Atlantic coast – 

sections of route already incorporate existing greenways in Mayo, Limerick and 

Waterford. 

 Strategy should incorporate the development of the EuroVelo projects. 

 The EuroVelo brand is easily recognisable and provides reassurance to cyclists from 

abroad. 

 Off road routes should be prioritised over on road routes in the interests of cyclist safety. 

 Fáilte Ireland research indicates a preference for safe, scenic and segregated cycling 

(SSS) 

 Can lightly trafficked roads be considered as seen in other countries. 

 Consider renaming ‘Strategy for the Future Development of Greenways’ to the ‘Strategy 

for the Future Development of Greenways and other Cycling Routes’. 

 

DTT&S comments 

EuroVelo 1 cycle route – the ‘Atlantic Coast Route’ – runs from Nordkap in Norway to Sagres in 

Portugal.  A 2,000km section of this route runs through Ireland from Belfast westwards to 

Donegal and then around the western and southern coast to Ross, Co Wexford in the South East. 

http://www.eurovelo.com/en/eurovelos/eurovelo-1
http://www.eurovelo.com/en/eurovelos/eurovelo-2
http://www.eurovelo.com/en/eurovelos
http://www.eurovelo.com/en/eurovelos/eurovelo-1
http://www.eurovelo.com/en/eurovelos/eurovelo-2
http://www.eurovelo.com/en/eurovelos
http://www.eurovelo.com/en/eurovelos/eurovelo-1
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The Department has provided funding to Sport Ireland Trails to identify and assess suitable 

routes for EuroVelo 1 in each of the counties through which it passes, with the support of each 

local authority.  This process is ongoing with the objective of confirming the route in each 

county with a view to ultimately getting agreement on the entire route from Donegal to Wexford 

which can then be promoted as the complete EuroVelo 1 route in Ireland.   While to date there 

has been no planning for the realisation of EuroVelo 1 in Ireland the identification of an agreed 

route will be a major step in progressing the route development. 

EuroVelo2 – the ‘Capitals Route’ – will run from Galway to Moscow.  The section in Ireland is 

to follow a route from Galway to Athlone and on to Dublin.  The eastern section of EurVelo 2 as 

far as Athone will be substantially completed in 2018 while development of the western section 

is currently paused to allow for further consideration of a preferred route and consultation with 

land owners along any preferred route. 

The development and promotion of EuroVelo routes 1 and 2, while primarily appealing to the 

more experienced cyclist, would serve to raise Ireland’s profile as a cycling destination in 

addition to providing connectively with existing and future greenways. 

 

3.4 Other issues 

 

Urban Greenways 
Should the Greenways Strategy address the development of urban greenways or should these 

continue to be pursued in the context of urban Transport Strategies as referenced above? 

 

 

Summary of responses received 

 For the sake of completeness the Strategy should include urban greenways. 

 Urban greenways provide a means of accessing rural areas from city centres and linking 

with other cycling/walking infrastructure. 

 Greenways in urban areas should be developed as part of the urban Transport Strategies 

but take cognisance and be compatible with the Greenway Strategy. 

 Examine the divide between cycling infrastructure standards on an urban/rural basis -

National Cycle Manual/Rural Cycle Scheme Design Manual.  

 

DTT&S comments 

The Department will explore with the National Transport Authority (NTA) the potential 

interaction of the Strategy and investment plans with those of the NTA for the Greater Dublin 

Area (GDA) and the other Urban areas. The Strategy focusses on tourism led projects over 

http://www.eurovelo.com/en/eurovelos/eurovelo-2
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Transport_Strategy_for_the_Greater_Dublin_Area_2016-2035.pdf
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Transport_Strategy_for_the_Greater_Dublin_Area_2016-2035.pdf
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sustainable transport projects. Where NTA led urban projects, which are off road and also have 

tourism potential, fit into the overall strategy will need to be discussed. 

Tourism Development Division will consult with the NTA in relation to any NTA led urban 

projects which fit into the overall strategy in terms of being off road and also have tourism 

potential. 

 

Greenway Users, Standards and Accessibility 
What type of surface should be used on Greenways? 

Should different areas (rural/urban) have different surfaces? 

Should access be controlled or open? 

 

 

Summary of responses received 

 The development of national standards on greenway accommodation works in addition to 

surface finishes and other design details would be of assistance to project planners. 

 The availability of an agreed framework of accommodation measures, particularly in 

relation to agricultural accommodation works, would assist project planners in 

negotiations with landowners to develop proposals to minimise and manage potential 

impacts in a planned way rather than a case by case basis at the project development 

stage. 

 A schedule of accommodation works would also assist to more accurately define project 

cost estimates at an earlier stage in project development. 

 Greenways surfaces should be appropriate to the usage levels, location, environment and 

intended user. 

 Bound surface for high usage greenways. 

 Gravel and dust finish for greenways in rural areas. 

 Surfaces can always be upgraded if required. 

 Surfaces should be of a quality that can be cycled on by any sort of bike. 

 Need for some debate on appropriate standards for route width and surface. 

 Access should be as open as is possible to all types of bikes (with panniers and/or trailers) 

and for people with disabilities. 

 

DTT&S comments 

The Strategy sets out appropriate guidance for greenway standards and surfaces and 

accommodation works depending on location and intended users.  This guidance will be 

cognisant of the challenges which exist when routing greenways through environmentally 

sensitive location, special areas of conservation and working farms.   

https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/5ee495-greenways/
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Consideration will also be given to the potential requirement for flexibility in route width’s and 

surface types to accommodate these possibilities.   

 

Conclusion 

The views submitted in response to the public consultation process reinforces this Department’s 

view of the considerable value of continued State investment in Greenway infrastructure to the 

economic and social well-being of communities, especially those in rural Ireland. 

While drafting the Strategy, consultation was maintained with all key Government Departments’, 

Local Authorities and Agencies with a role to play in the development and delivery of greenway 

and linked infrastructure. 

The Department has delivered a National Greenway Strategy that sets out a vision for the future 

development of greenways across Ireland including cross border links. A framework of primary 

and secondary routes with recommendations on the most appropriate funding streams for each 

will be identified. 

Guidance will be set out in relation to consultation process’, project design and standards, land 

acquisition issues and other issues of relevance. 

Given the substantial cost involved in delivering large scale projects, it is anticipated that 

guidance will be given on an appropriate level of co-funding by local authorities which might 

form part of the criteria for inclusion when assessing proposals under future funding calls. 

The development of world class greenways as a strong tourism offering for home and overseas 

visitors is a priority for the Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport. The Strategy sets out a 5 

year plan to begin to realise this goal. 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/5ee495-greenways/

