
 

 

Minutes of CAP Consultative Committee meeting 
Thursday 7th of November 2019 @ 10am in Agriculture House 

 

In attendance:  

DAFM: Paul Savage, Assistant Secretary General (Chair), Sharon Murphy, EU Division, Anthony Cawley, 

Economics and Planning Division, Tony Quinn, Research and Codex Division, Maria Rigney, EU Division. 

See Annex 1 for list of other organisations and names of their representatives in attendance. 

1. Minutes from the meeting 4th of September 
The Chair welcomed the stakeholders to the meeting and gave a brief overview of today’s meeting 
which will cover objectives 7 and 8.  The Chair invited stakeholders to submit comments through the 
dedicated email address CAPConsultativeCommittee@agriculture.gov.ie 
 
2. Update on Transitional Regulations 
Sharon Murphy, EU Division gave an update at EU level.  Working groups continue with ongoing 
discussions on the new delivery model.  At Council, there has been a review of progress on all three 
regulations and a declaration by a number of Agriculture Ministers on maintaining the CAP Budget.  
Future meetings will focus on the environmental issues (green architecture) and consider transitional 
proposals. The Commission have presented their transitional proposals and next week’s working 
group will be reviewing the proposals and looking at an additional transitional year in 2021.  DAFM 
are following the debate closely. 
 
The Chair opened the floor for comments:  
 
The Committees queries covered a range of issues including transitional regulations, funding, length 
of transitional regulations (always 1 year), agri environmental measures, new money, old rules, 
convergence.  Sharon Murphy confirmed there are options open to member states on Transitional 
Regulations which DAFM will consider. 
 
3. DAFM presentations on CAP objectives 7 and 8 
Anthony Cawley, Economics and Planning Division gave a presentation on Young Farmer Supports 
before the Chair opened the discussion to the floor.   
 
Committee members responded with comments on global biodiversity collapse, generational renewal 
opportunity for the young farmers through Organic farming.  Challenges including the definition of the 
young farmer, the 5-year rule, young farmers installation aid, tax incentives and TAMS (being boxed 
into investing in the first 5 years), alternative routes into farming for young people who are not from 
a farming background, income support measures especially the availability of off farm employment 
and a land mobility trial scheme and need to support retirement through the CAP were discussed. 
 
The Chair acknowledged the comments raised would be taken into consideration.  At present, DAFM 
are looking at the feedback from the SWOT analysis.  
 
Dympna Harney – Department of Rural and Community Development gave a presentation on the 
current Leader programme, including rural tourism, renewable energy, Leader food initiative and 
future opportunities. 
 
Tony Quinn – Research & Codex Division gave a presentation on the bio economy before the Chair 
invited comments from the floor. 
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The Committee responded with comments and queries covering a range of issues including the current 
Leader Programme (data on farmer participation, EIP schemes).  Biodiversity mitigation, Food Harvest 
2025, bio-economy data, planning issues regarding the use of wood materials for building and fossil 
fuel dependency were raised.  Biodiscovery research programme on forestry was also discussed. Tony 
Quinn confirmed use of wood materials for housing and the existence of a biodiscovery research 
programme.  The Chair requested comments be submitted for inclusion in the SWOT analysis.  
  
4. Update of Consultation to date 
Maria Rigney, EU Division gave a brief update on external consultation to date.  The Chair confirmed 
DAFM are currently compiling the submissions, updating and re-assessing the quadrants. The Chair 
spoke about the good engagement at the workshops. He discussed the key issues that were raised 
including convergence, low income in some sectors, generational renewal, climate change, carbon 
efficient farming, the environmental impact by agriculture and renewable energy. These are being 
considered in the SWOT analysis.  The next stage will be the needs assessment which will take place 
over the coming weeks.   
 
5. Date of next meeting 
The Chair spoke about plans for the next meeting in December. The agenda will include a discussion 
on the last of the nine CAP objectives, a comprehensive update on the SWOT public consultation, and 
a discussion on next steps, including the required needs assessment. The final SWOTs will be circulated 
in advance of the meeting. The format of the meetings may evolve in the New Year, with a focus on 
the key issues that have emerged from the process so far, and how these may be addressed by the 
needs assessment phase.  
 
A Committee member raised concerns about whether the CAP SWOT analysis had been conducted in 
accordance with the draft Regulations, and whether the parallel consultation process for the agri-food 
strategy that will succeed Food Wise 2025 was inconsistent with the SWOT, and lacking transparency.  
The Chair asserted that DAFM takes a very open and transparent approach to all of its consultation 
processes. In the case of the SWOT analysis, it had been comprehensive in its engagement with 
stakeholders, and would continue to adopt this approach. The Chair said he would relay the agri-food 
strategy comments to the relevant DAFM colleagues. There was a request for the final SWOT analysis 
to include links to the reference documents, which was noted.  
 
Date of next meeting will be mid-December. 
 
AOB. No points raised under any other business. 

End. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Annex 1. 

Committee member/Representative Organisation 

Bleasdale, Andy Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 

Burke, Joe Bord Bia 

Claffey, James  National Rural Network 

Dillon, Derrie Macra 

Flynn, David 
Department of Housing Planning & Local 
Government 

Gunning, Gerry IFA - Irish Farmers Association  

Hanrahan, Kevin  Teagasc 

Harney, Dympna Department of Rural and Community Development 

Lumley, Ian  An Taisce 

Lynam, Dan ICSA - Irish Cattle and Sheep Farmers Association 

Lynch, Donal Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 

Mulvihill, Conor Dairy Industry Ireland 

O'Donnell, Colm  Irish Natura & Hill Farmers Association  

O'Driscoll, Owen Agricultural Consultants Association 

Smyth, Paul  ICMSA 

Stanley Smith, Charles  Environmental Pillar 

Wallace, Michael UCD 

Westbrook, Gillian  IOFGA 

 


