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The Plague of Marine Debris

Most of it Coming From Land

Merine debris thnt enters the sea can
have a ‘long life":
Fine fishing net — st feast 500 years
Plastic bottles 450 years
Fosm cups and tin cans 50 years

¢ Cigarette butts 1-5 years

Orange and banana peel up to 2 years

" Papers 2-4 weelis

The environmental charity ~ Keep
Northem freland Beautifusl — carried out a 3-
year study on 14 reference beaches includ-
ing Lough Foyle and Carlingford Lough.
They found that the 2015 resubis were the
worst yet,

Marine debtis comes ashore every day
on Irish beaches.

Here on Sherkin Ireland an just three
smal] beaches there arc always some items
being washed up on the strandline — pieces
of fishing nets, ropes and net conds, large

invites a guest contributor to express
their views on current topics in the o - e
maritime sector,
This month cur cortributor s ane of
Irnds lad list, Mat: Murphy, 80 Per Cent of Marine Debris Originates on Land and Most of it is Plastic
the Dircctot of Sherkin Island Marine arine debris is 2 workiwide problem. Around § million tonnes of plastic
Station fn West Cork. Menun the ocean every year At least 1 million scabirds snd 100,000
i marine mammals, such as whales, turtles, dolphins, die each year due to
£ : ; plastic pellution. They are cating the plastic sod dying from choking intestinal
blockage and starvation.
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He has devoted 3 ifesime to the wark GREAT PAGIFIC
Plague of Matine Debris.” i J;K
Matt Murphy §¢ also Ediror of ‘Sherkin e o g
Comment’ the quarterly environmental @ & s

publication of his marine research
station. The current issue, No.6l,
deals with the topic of marine dehris

Bord lascaigh Mhara established the

from whith this' month's Op-Ed is
taken.

Letters & Comments to the Editor or any

of our eniis
are always woleomed and they can be
sent via emall to
i not
or in the post to:

The Editor, Marine Times Newspaper,
Cranny Road, inver, Co. Donegal

‘Fishing for Litter’ programme in three
potts — Castletownbere and Union Hall in
Ce. Cork and Clogherhead in Co. Louth.
The idea iy to encourage fisharmen to col-
lect litter out at sea, both on board and litter
that is caught in nets or drifiing at sea.

The response has been extremely pos-
itive.

A programme in Scotland - *Fishing
for Litter Scotland® - has removed 800
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Dated this 27th day of June 2016
Michael Gillooly

Direcior
Maring insttute, Rinville, Oranmoms, Co. Galway

tonnes of liger from Scotland's seas. 212
boats and 15 harbours around the coastline
of Scotland are panticipating. 800 tormes is
the equivalent of bringing more than 47
miltion empty drink cans ashore.

The litter originates from a number of
sources, much from the general public.

In the US plastic poliution causes at
least 13 billion US dollars in damnge every
year 1o industries that include fishing, ship-
ping and tourism. The reality is that 80 per
cent of morine debris originates on land and

and small pieces of plastic. Local volun-
ieers help (o collect this debris.

If you go for & walk on your local
beach why not slip a shopping bag into &
pocket and when your walk is done, [l the
bag with marine debris and take it home for
disposal. Your good decd may be the cause
of paving the life of some marine animal.
However, one can remove plastic from a
bezch today and the next day sirong winds
urive end bring with them more debris,
There is no end to the problem. The way to
contain it is by not creating the problem, so
we must reduce, re-use and recyele,

Exploring the shore line can open a
tiny window on the world that fives beyond

most of that &s plestic. the waves amiving on ouc beaches. It is a
The problem is getling worse. world that we need 10 respect.
John Thomas McDowell, A Chara

A Tribute to a Long Friendship

We sailed together, you and I, for more than thinty years,

And landed many a hard-won catch in places far and near.

Through many a winter storm we wrought, and many long summer days.
From the ‘Humber’ to the ‘Nor-west Bank’, ‘Fladden Ground” fo *Sandy Bay’.

Herring'and haddock at ‘Flamborough Head®, and cod ot ‘Stormy Bank’.

We worked the *Minches’ and the ‘Flannen [sles’, *The Butt’ and *Barra Head'.
‘Oigh Speir’ and the *Hillys’, ‘The Passage’ and the ‘Dutchman’s Cap’,
‘Skemy-vore” and ‘Dubh-Artach’, ‘Klondyke' and *Stanton Bank'.

We played chess in Tobermory Bay, you taught me how to play,

And got the cod-end in the screw, in the lee of *Eriskay’,

We set new records in our time, and reset some ourselves!

And poked our way through blanket fog, in round “St, David's Head".

We fished in close at *Inishtrahull’, and the ‘Sandbanks at Bushmills”
Scine'd for plaice in “Colerine Bay’ and sheltered in *Moville®

We fished *Nor-West of Tory’ and *West of Arranmor’

At *The Stags’, ‘Broadhaven’, *The Eagle’ and all along that westemn shore,

Good friends we made in every port, and even more ot sea,

Far the fishing folks communion, needs-must, i3 strong and free.

We helped many men and we were helped, by colleagues of all creeds,
And no pay was asked by anyone within the Trish flest.

Do you remember, John o chara, the day at Inishtrahul),

When you put the ‘Croidie an Duin’ about to run into Moville.

A big sca smashed the port rail down from the gallows to the winch.
You jacked it back in place next day, nnd carried on to fish.

We kept some long, long watches, John! But the worst of them all

Was the watch we kept by your death-bed, when the cancer made its call,
John, I trensure still the priv’lege of your comradeship those years,

And of your wife and family, with who we shared the 1cars,

Gemy Doyle ©



