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Quarantine

Prevent purchased or returning
sheep bringing new strains of foot-
rot or CODD on to the farm. Do this
by keeping sheep separate for at
least two weeks. Inspect all feet
and stand in a footbath for five to
10 minutes once over the first 48
hours. Again, something like zinc
sulphate 10% works well, with some
washing up liquid through it to help
stick it to the feet. There are some
good commercial preparations also.

Protection

Avoiding infection is key. Ensure
underfoot conditions minimise infec-
tion risk during gathering, handling
and housing. Move feeders and
drinkers to clean areas reqularly.
Rotate grazing to prevent bacteria
building up at pasture. Improve gate-
ways and tracks. Use footbathing at
times of high risk as a prevention
measure eqg prior to housing and af-
ter gathering to reduce bacteria lev-
els on the feet. Housing is a footrot
bottleneck. For ewes, watch stocking
rate. Poor ventilation and drainage
in sheep accommodation can be is-
sues. Where you have footrot, use
cubicle lime, plenty of straw and im-
prove ventilation.

Vaccination

Vaccination increases immunity to
scald, footrot and CODD. Footvax is
designed to build your flock's immu-
nity to footrot. Sheep farmers who
use it with the above recommenda-
tions should get excellent results.
The general rule with footvax is to
give it before risk periods such as
coming up to housing. In flocks re-
ally struggling it can be used every
six months but most farms work well
with an annual booster. It needs to
be injected with a clean needle on a
dry day and will raise some lumps.

Usage and disposal

With the need to reduce
antibiotic use on farms, it is
important that when we use
them, we do so correctly,
writes Tommy Heffernan

his One Health campaign is

about raising awareness of

the responsibility farmers

have when using antibiotics

to treat disease in their ani-
mals, and about understanding that
any use of antibiotics contributes to
the development of antibiotic resist-
ance in humans, animals and our envi-
ronment.

Actions to promote healthier ani-
mals will result in a more profitable
and sustainable farming sector. How-
ever, it is understood that antibiotics
are vital to protect animal health and
welfare. This is why we talk about us-
ing them as little as possible but as
much as necessary, while investing
time in management practices to keep
animals healthy.

A simple tip for any farmer is to
discuss with their vet and identify
areas where they can work together
to reduce the level of antibiotic use
through looking at husbandry and fa-
cilities on farm.

An example of this I saw recently
was where a farmer was treating a high
number of pneumonia cases every
spring in calves. The farmer worked
with his vet to increase shed ventila-
tion along with intranasal vaccination
in young calves to dramatically reduce
the level of antibiotic usage. Healthier
calves meant less antibiotic costs, as
well as improved growth rates, feed
conversion efficiency and better ani-
mal performance. By using less anti-
biotics, the farmer is also less likely to
have a build-up of resistant bacteria in
the farm environment.

It is important we use antibiotics
correctly at all times, from when your
vet prescribes a treatment, to when we
dispose of any empty bottles.

When your vet prescribes an antibi-
otic for an animal, it is essential that
you have incoming records of pur-
chase (eg invoice). Then as the animal
is treated with the medicine you must
keep a record of treatment. You must
also keep your prescription until you
have finished using all the antibiotic
prescribed. The prescription will con-
tain details of follow-up treatment
for a sick animal that was seen. All the
details of how to use the antibiotic will
be on your prescription, and usage
details must be put in your medicines
book record. In terms of recording
antibiotic use on farm, the legislation
requires that you have:

< Arecord of the date administered and
name of product used.

< Identity of animal treated.

2 Dose given.

< Withdrawal period for the antibiotic.

It is so important also to ensure you
give the right dose by weight of the an-
imal. This is critical to avoid overdos-
ing, but also particularly under dos-
ing an animal, which greatly increases

on ifj.ie/video

In our video this week, we have vets
Donal Lynch and Connor Geraghty
talking through the recording of
use of antibiotics, as well as giving
advice on how to inject animals cor-

rectly.
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it is important that they are se-
curely stored and kept at room tem-
perature, unless otherwise specified
by your vet. Finally, when you have
finished any course of treatment,
the empty bottle must be disposed
of correctly into a biohazard con-
tainer, and collected by a registered
clinical waste disposal company. It is
really important that empty bottles
are not left on farm as they pose a

A joint awareness campaign by the
Irish Farmers Journal and the
Department of Agriculture, Food and
the Marine.

the risk of resistance occurring. Every
medicine will have clear directions
around which route it should be ad-
ministered by and for how many days.
This will be on the label attached by threat of contents leaking out into
your vet and also on the prescription. the environment, and further driving
Always complete the full course of the the development of resistant bacte-
antibiotic even if the animal appears ria in our soil and watercourses.
better, so follow your prescription.

e Approved for use in dairy cows

o Controls adult fluke and fluke eggs, reducing pasture contamination

o Milk withholding 60 hours

o Controls all major worm burdens including Ostertagia Il (winter scour)
o Small dose: only 60ml per 600kg cow for fluke and worm control

e The economical and effective way to control fluke and worms in cattle

Fluke Control

for dairy cows
Tramazole 104

Albendazole 10% w/v.

and dairy cows

Free 1L
Tramazole 10%
with every 5L

purchased
while stocks last
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Available from animal health outlets nationwide.
For further information contact:

UNIVET.

Tel: (049) 555 3203
Tullyvin, Cootehill, Co. Cavan, Ireland
E-mail: sales@univet.ie




