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Animal health

Biosecurity plays a key role
in curtailing the spread

of disease and, hence, can
help reduce the need to use
antibiotics, writes Tommy
Heffernan

emustallworkharderto

reduce the risk of antibi-

otic resistance develop-

ing on our farms or af-

fecting the health of our
families. This comes down to educating
ourselves about what antibiotic resistance
is and how we all can keep antibiotics
working in both humans and animals
by making better decisions.

This campaign was designed to raise
awareness about the concept of One
Health and how we all have a respon-
sibility to reduce our use of antibiotics
in order to protect human and animal
health.

Our last article discussed the impor-
tance of hygiene in tackling antibiotic
resistance and optimising farm profit-
ability and sustainability. In some ways
good hygiene practices form part of your
biosecurity management. Maintaining
biosecurity is vital to keeping disease out
of your farm (bio-exclusion) and also re-
ducing the spread within the farm (bio-
containment). Your biosecurity protocols
are central to your herd health planning
and should be developed and updated
in consultation with your vet.

Remember, the most likely source of
introduction of disease on to your farm is
animals that have been brought in. Ani-
mals are most likely to spread diseases as
they provide the most suitable conditions
for infectious bacteria to spread within
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Biosecurity is a
key issue that
needs to be
continually rein-
forced to avoid
the entrance of
new diseases at
country and farm
level.

their bodies. This means neighbouring
animals can also pose a risk at bounda-
ries, and there should be prevention of
nose-to-nose contact with neighbouring
stock. Indirectly disease can be brought
on to your farm by visitors, equipment,
slurry or wildlife.

A closed herd is by far the best option,
but this is rarely possible. We must move
towards a situation where we are buying
directly from herds with a known disease
status. The more movements an animal

has, the more likely it is to spread disease.
Minimising farm movements must be a
key priority over the next decade.

Therefore, every farmer should have a
bioexclusion policy to keep disease out
of the farm and the following protocols
should be included:
< Have one designated entry point for
all visitors.
< Have an active disinfectant point for
all visitors with facilities to wash boots
and overalls.
< Provide farm boots and overalls for
any visitors.
< Keep a closed herd if possible .
< Buy from accredited disease-free herds
as much as possible.
< Always isolate purchased animals or
animals that have participated in shows
for at least 28 days, and check for any
signs of illness such as lameness or nasal
discharge.

S Bought in animals should be run
through a footbath at least once to pre-
vent infections being brought in.

< Avoid sharing animal equipment with
other farmers.

< Using colostrum from other farms is
to be avoided.

< Slurry from other farms should not be
used where possible, with poultry litter
in particular posing a risk for botulism.
< Any farm vehicles such as dead stock
lorries should be restricted to certain
areas on the farm.

< Secure feed stores to prevent contami-
nation by vermin and wildlife.

When disease does occur on your farm,
then it’s a case of preventing its spread
to other animals. In terms of biosecurity,
this is where you put in place a biocon-
tainment plan.

Biocontainment is about working, par-
ticularly with your vet, to prevent disease
spread inside the farm gate. A biocon-

Good biosecurity is really important

IRISH An Roinn Talmhaiochta,

Bia agus Mara
Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine

AL

A joint awareness campaign by the
Irish Farmers Journal and the
Department of Agriculture, Food and
the Marine

tainment plan should address the three
issues below:

Reduce the source of infection by work-
ing to keep all animals healthy.
Prevent spread of disease through quar-
antine, protecting susceptible animals.
Improve immunity of susceptible an-
imals - ensure adequate colostrum
intake, avoid mixing different ages of
animals.

Use diagnostic testing such as bloods
and milk samples to establish what dis-
eases might be present in your farm. This
helps identify disease we might not be
aware of visually in our stock that could
be affecting animal health, and consid-
er talking to your vet around testing for
diseases that may put your farm at risk.

Prevention is better than cure, and better
biosecurity means less disease, healthier
animals, and better economic outcomes.
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In conjunction with Ballybofey & Stranorlar Co-operative Livestock Mart - PSRA No 001488
ON FARM SALE

2000 DAIRY CATTLE
IMPORTANT THREE-DAY ON FARM DISPERSAL SALE OF
THE GLENMORE ORGANIC DAIRY HERD

For Glenmore Livestock Ltd
At An Grianan Estate, Inch Level, Speenoge, Burt Co. Donegal F93DP6X
Thursday 6th February — 600 Milkers & Springers
Friday 7th February — 600 Milkers & Springers
Saturday 8th February — 800 In-Calf heifers & Young stock
Sale Starts at 10.00am (each day)

The Glenmore Organic Dairy herd is one of the largest in Europe with just over 2000 animals in total.
Currently the herd has just over 1200 milking animals averaging 6500kgs 4.67% butterfat & 3.6%
protein. Most of the herd is cross bred with Danish Red, Fleckvieh, New Zealand Friesian, Jersey cross

and Holstein Friesian breeds all represented. (Full details will be advertised next week)
EXPORT SALE
All the animals are tested and qualify for direct export immediately following the sale.
Catalogues available from the H&H office +44 (0)1228 406230 and can be viewed online at
www.harrisonandhetherington.co.uk

Harrison & Hetherington Ltd., Borderway Mart Rosehill, Carlisle CA1 2RS
Ballybofey & Stranorlar Co-operative Livestock Mart PSRA No 001488

HARRISON & HETHERINGTON

Farmstock Auctioneers, Brokers & Valuers




