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The Midlands  

(Eastern and Midlands Regional Assembly) 

 

Key Facts and Projects 
 
NSO 1 - Compact Growth 

  164 new social housing builds in the Midlands in 2018 
  600 total new dwelling completions in the Midlands in 2018 
  9 successful applicants to the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund 

 
NSO 2 - Enhanced Regional Connectivity 

 The Portlaoise Southern Distributor Road will complete the Portlaoise Southern Circular Road 
 
NSO 3 - Strengthened Rural Economies and Communities 

 11 projects were approved for funding from the first call of the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund 
 Investing €2 million to commence the development stage of the Hidden Heartlands brand 

 
NSO 4 - Sustainable Mobility  

 Ongoing investment in public transport  
 

NSO 5 - A Strong Economy, supported by Enterprise, Innovation and Skills  
 5,720 in IDA supported employment, 12,349 in EI supported employment 
 Athlone Advanced Office Building to be delivered by IDA in 2020 
 2 successful applicants for the latest round of the Regional Enterprise Development Fund 

 
NSO 6 - High Quality International Connectivity 

 The Region has good access to a number of international airports and ports to serve European and global 
markets 

 The Midlands will benefit from investments such as the north runway at Dublin airport and expansion at 
Dublin port 
 

NSO 7 - Enhanced Amenity and Heritage 
 Investments in Clonmacnoise 
 173 successful applicants from the Midlands in the last round of the Sports Capital Programme 
 The average sports capital grant for the region was €24,567 

 
NSO 8 - Climate-Resilient Society 

 Five flood relief schemes including the Athlone Flood Alleviation Scheme which is already underway 
 

NSO 9 - Sustainable Management of Water and other Environmental Resources 
 There are currently 15 water and waste water projects in progress in the Midlands 
 Two major projects which are planned include the Athlone Sewerage Scheme and the South Westmeath 

Regional Water Supply Scheme  
 
NSO 10 - Access to Quality Childcare, Education and Health Services 

 5 new schools were delivered in the Midlands in 2018 
 A further 19 schools projects are at various stages of planning, design and construction 
 5 healthcare projects will be delivered in the Midlands in 2019 
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1. Project Ireland 2040  
 

This document sets out the regional projects and programmes which are being planned and 

delivered in the Midlands as part of the public investment detailed in Project Ireland 2040 - the 

Government’s National Planning Framework and National Development Plan.  

While this document does not provide an exhaustive list of all public capital expenditure in the 

region, it does serve to highlight the diverse range of investment being made the State under Project 

Ireland 2040. Project Ireland 2040 set out ten National Strategic Outcomes (NSO’s), built around the 

over-arching themes of well-being, equality and opportunity. This document sets out the main 

achievements under each NSO to date for the Midlands and highlights priorities for the coming 

years.  

The document draws on information from a wide range of publicly available sources as well as 

material provided by Government Departments and Agencies- a list of the major projects in the 

Midlands is contained in the Appendix. 

 

2. Athlone and Suburbs 

 
Project Ireland 2040 seeks to develop our regional towns and cities as viable urban centres of scale 

which can act as alternatives and a counterbalance to the continued growth of Dublin and its 

surrounding region. In doing so these cities and regional towns will act as drivers of growth for their 

wider region and rural areas.  

Due to strategic location and scale of population, employment and services, Athlone has an 

influence that extends to part of all three Regional Assembly areas. Given the importance of regional 

interdependencies, it will be necessary to prepare a co-ordinated strategy for Athlone at both 

regional and town level, to ensure that the town and environs has the capacity to grow sustainably 

and to secure investment, as the key regional centre in the Midlands.  

 

3. Progress against National Strategic Outcomes  
 

3.1 National Strategic Outcome 1 – Compact Growth 
 
This outcome aims to secure the sustainable growth of more compact urban and rural settlements 

supported by jobs, houses, services and amenities, rather than continued sprawl and unplanned, 

uneconomic growth.  

There were 164 social housing new builds in the Midlands in 2018 with more planned in 2019.  

In line with the national increase in new houses being built, there was a total of 600 new dwelling 

completions in the Midlands in 2018.  
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Table 1: Social Housing Completion in 2018 

Midlands Total New Build  

Laois 91 

Longford 51 

Offaly 12 

Westmeath  10 

Total  164 

Source: Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government  

 
Table 2: Total Housing Completion in 2018 

Midlands New Dwelling Completions 

Laois 241 

Longford 67 

Offaly 107 

Westmeath  185 

Total 600 

Source: Central Statistics Office 

 
Table 3: Total Planning Permissions in 2018 

Planning Region and County Relating to 

Dwellings   

Other Extension Alteration 

and 

Conversion 

Total 

Midlands -Totals 522 563 353 180 1,618 

Laois 163 189 135 55 542 

Longford 64 71 37 18 190 

Offaly 153 141 91 53 438 

Westmeath  142 162 90 54 448 

Source: Central Statistics Office 
 
The Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) will help to rejuvenate significant but 

underused areas in Ireland’s five cities and other large towns. In the Midlands these include: 

Athlone, Portlaoise, Mullingar, Tullamore and Longford.  

The URDF is a key part of Project Ireland 2040 and has a total budget of €2 billion over the period to 

2027. The aim of the URDF is to stimulate new residential and commercial development in our larger 

cities and towns. New services and amenities will support these new developments, and help 

achieve the ‘compact growth’ that was set out in Project Ireland 2040. 

In total there were 9 successful applicants for the latest round of the Urban Regeneration and 

Development Fund from the Midlands.  
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Table 4a: Successful Applicants for the latest round of the Urban RDF Total Planning 

Permissions in 2018 

Midlands 

Category A (Ready 

to Go) 

Category B 

(to be developed) 

Total per County 

Laois 2 0 2 

Longford 1 0 1 

Offaly 1 0 1 

Westmeath  0 5 5 

Total 4 5 9 

Source: Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government  

 
Table 4b: Successful Applicants for the latest round of the Urban RDF  

Applicant County Description 

Laois County Council Laois Portlaoise - A Cultural Quarter 

Laois County Council Laois Portlaoise - A Low Carbon Town 

Longford County Council Longford Longford Connected (Public Realm 

Marketsquare) 

Offaly County Council Offaly Tullamore Urban Area (Public Realm) 

Westmeath County 

Council 

Westmeath Loughanaskin  

Westmeath County 

Council 

Westmeath Canal Avenue & Environs Regeneration 

Project  

Westmeath County 

Council 

Westmeath Athlone Tourism Cultural Quarter 

Westmeath County 

Council 

Westmeath Blackhall, Mullingar 

Westmeath County 

Council 

Westmeath Athlone Town Centre Regeneration and 

Enhancement 

Source: website of the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government  

 

3.2 National Strategic Outcome 2 – Enhanced Regional Connectivity 

 
A core priority under Project Ireland 2040 is the essential requirement to enhance and upgrade 

accessibility between urban centres of population and their regions, in parallel with the initiation of 

compact growth of urban centres.  

The Portlaoise Southern Distributor Road will complete the Portlaoise Southern Circular Road and 
includes the construction of a single carriageway road between the N77/Abbeyleix road and the 
R426/Timahoe Road, new roundabouts to replace junctions, a direct road link to the Kylekiproe area 
and appropriate facilities for vulnerable road users.  
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3.3 National Strategic Outcome 3 – Strengthened Rural Economies and Communities 
 
The full participation of rural communities in the strategic development as envisaged under the NPF 

is imperative to achieving the full potential of a broad range of strategic outcomes detailed in the 

National Development Plan. This applies both in terms of the traditional pillars of the rural economy, 

the natural resource and food sector, as well as those emerging from such developments as 

improved connectivity, broadband and rural economic development opportunities. 

As part of Project Ireland 2040, the Government has committed to providing an additional €1 billion 

for a new Rural Regeneration and Development Fund over the period 2019 to 2027. The Fund will 

provide investment to support rural renewal for suitable projects in towns and villages with a 

population of less than 10,000, and outlying areas. It will be administered by the Department of 

Rural and Community Development. 

There were 11 projects from the Midlands approved for funding from the first call of the Rural 

Regeneration and Development Fund. 

Table 5a: Projects approved for funding under the first call of the Rural RDF 

Midlands 

Category 1 (Ready 

to Go) 

Category 2 

(to be developed) 

Total per County 

Laois 3 1 4 

Longford 2 0 2 

Offaly 2 2 4 

Westmeath  0 1 1 

Total 7 4 11 

Source: Department of Rural and Community Development  
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Table 5b: Projects approved for funding under the first call of the Rural RDF 

Applicant Project County Description Total 

RRDF 

Funding € 

Longford 

County 

Council 

Historic Granard 

Motte Project 

Longford This project will develop a major 

tourism and amenity attraction at 

the site of Granard Motte, a 

national monument on the outskirts 

of Granard, Co. Longford. The 

project will develop a heritage park 

on 15 acres of land and will recreate 

a living Norman Village and 

children’s amenities. 

2,872,434 

Longford 

County 

Council 

Edgeworthstown 

Regeneration 

Longford This project will substantially 

enhance a wider town regeneration 

project for Edgeworthstown, 

delivering a new car park and 

public realm works in the plaza 

alongside the new public library.  

1,269,019 

Office of 

Public Works 

Emo Court Laois This project will deliver a major 

upgrade of the Emo Court Estate, 

which will celebrate 25 years in 

public ownership in 2019. This 

Gandon-designed house was the 

seat of the Earls of Portarlington. 

The development will include the 

opening of the first floor to the 

public, which will provide a “walk-

in-the-shoes” experience 

documenting the house’s 20th 

century history. There will also be 

an event and exhibition space, 

enhancements to the grounds, and 

the basement will house a 

recreation of an 18th century 

kitchen. The objective is to create a 

“must-see” tourist attraction for the 

region, which will benefit the 

nearby rural community.  

1,200,000 

Westmeath 

County 

Council 

Kinnegad 

Regeneration 

Westmeath Will develop a comprehensive set 

of regeneration projects in 

Kinnegad including developing a 

town park and community facility. 

600,000 

Offaly 

County 

Council 

Edenderry 

Masterplan 

Offaly Will develop an architectural 

masterplan for the JKL St 

Backlands and a commuter survey 

of the town and Dublin Multi 

Nationals in relation to their 

locational requirements. 

75,000 



  Project Ireland 2040 in the Midlands 

 

Page | 7 
 

Coillte International 

Mountain Biking 

Project 

Laois/Offaly This flagship national project will 

develop international standard 

Mountain Biking Trails which will 

provide recreational, health and 

tourism benefits. The locations 

include the Slieve Bloom 

Mountains in Laois and Offaly. 

3,200,020 

Department 

of Culture 

Heritage and 

the Gaeltacht 

National Parks Laois/Offaly This is a flagship national project 

which will provide a major 

upgrade of National Parks and 

Reserves in a number of locations. 

It includes the development and 

upgrade of the Slieve Bloom Trails, 

the Grantstown Wood Trails and 

Clara Bog. 

50,250 

Department 

of Culture 

Heritage and 

the Gaeltacht 

National Parks Laois/Offaly This project will design a new 

visitor experience in the Slieve 

Blooms Nature Reserve. 

52,500 

Source: Department of Rural and Community Development 
 

Tourism 

Through the 2018 launch of Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands brand, Fáilte Ireland will be supported by 

Government to develop the Midlands’ rich natural assets and bring new experiences to the table. 

Fáilte Ireland - in collaboration with local businesses and other key strategic partners - are working 

to bring all of these assets together and package them as a full tourism offering - one that is 

distinctly different to Ireland’s other tourism brands and will leverage the area’s strengths. 

For example, the River Shannon will be a central focus of the brand. Fáilte Ireland, in partnership 

with Waterways Ireland, is currently developing a Shannon Master Plan to drive tourism 

opportunities, both on and off the water, and in the towns surrounding it.  

Another asset for Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands will be the Beara Breifne Way, which spans the whole 

region. Here, Fáilte Ireland will develop a compelling walking and trail experience to international 

standards.  

As part of Project Ireland 2040, Fáilte Ireland is investing €2 million to commence the development 
stage of the brand. This initial round of investment will help to develop visitor experiences and 
supporting tourism infrastructure, products, services and marketing.  
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3.4 National Strategic Outcome 4 – Sustainable Mobility 

The expansion of attractive and sustainable public transport alternatives to private based car 

transport will reduce congestion and emissions and enable the transport sector to cater in an 

environmentally sustainable way for the demands associated with longer term population and 

employment growth envisaged under the National Planning Framework (NPF). Furthermore, the 

provision of safe alternative active travel options such as segregated cycling and walking facilities 

can also help alleviate congestion and meet climate action objectives by providing viable alternatives 

and connectivity with existing public transport infrastructure. 

Continued investment in public transport in the region will support this goal.  
 

3.5 National Strategic Outcome 5 – A Strong Economy, supported by Enterprise, 

Innovation and Skills 

A competitive, innovative and resilient enterprise base is essential to provide the jobs and 

employment opportunities for people to live and prosper in all regions. Achieving the ambitious 

employment targets in the NPF in the context of increased global uncertainty, Brexit and 

technological disruption, underlines the importance of building competitive regional clusters and 

generating an uplift in enterprise export competitiveness to secure sustainable jobs and growth. 

Table 6: Employment in the Midlands in 2018  

  

Total Employment  128,100 

IDA Ireland Employment 5,720 

Enterprise Ireland Employment 12,349 
Source: CSO and Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation. 

 
The Regional Enterprise Development Fund is about supporting every region to build on its unique 
strengths and ultimately create sustainable jobs. Collaboration is at its core – among the public and 
private sectors, within and across regions. In December 2018 the successful applicants of the second 
round of the Regional Enterprise Development Fund worth over €29 million were announced.  The 
Fund, which is administered for the Government by Enterprise Ireland, will operate on a rolling basis 
as part of Project Ireland 2040. 
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Table 7: Successful Applicants for the latest round of the Regional Enterprise 

Development Fund  

Projects 

approved  

County Description Fund 

Mountmellick 

Development 

Association 

CLG 

Laois Development of a Centre for Business Excellence 218,200 

Offaly 

Innovation & 

Design Centre 

CLG 

Offaly A Creative Suite to provide a central location and 

space, where research and education meets business.  

The project provides a unique opportunity to access 

big data in real time. Services will include: hot desk 

facilities and office space, IT training facilities and 

training, industry focused events, and industry-led 

research projects (undergraduate and post-

graduate). 

458,240 

Source: Enterprise Ireland 

 
As part of Project Ireland 2040, the Disruptive Technologies Innovation Fund will see a €500 million 

investment in the development and deployment of disruptive innovative technologies and 

applications, on a commercial basis, targeted at tackling national and global challenges. The fund will 

drive collaboration between our world class research base and industry as well as facilitating 

enterprises to compete directly for funding in support of the development and adoption of these 

technologies, and seeding a new wave of start-ups. There will be ongoing rounds of funding calls 

over the period to 2027 and these will be open to applications from the Midlands. 

Enterprise Ireland in the Midlands Region 

In 2018, 12,349 people were employed across 247 Enterprise Ireland supported companies in the 

Midlands region.  

As part of Project Ireland 2040, EI supports all sectors with success deriving from sectors such as 

manufacturing of wood and wood products, manufacturing of food and beverages, and mining and 

quarrying activities.  

Enterprise Ireland (EI) has co-funded, with local enterprise development groups, 157 Community 

Enterprise Centres across the country including 14 in the Midlands. These centres provide space in a 

supportive environment for budding entrepreneurs and serve to help the development of 

entrepreneurship locally.  

Enterprise Ireland, in partnership with the Institutes of Technology, has established a nationwide 

network of 15 Technology Gateways which deliver technology solutions for Irish industry close to 

their market needs and are open to all sizes of companies. Athlone IT hosts two of these Gateways – 

APT and COMAND. A number of technology research centres such as SUNAT are also based in the 

region.  

Enterprise Ireland has funded the establishment of a national network of business innovation 

centres and specialist bio-incubation facilities across the Higher Education Sector. The Midlands 

Innovation & Research Centre (MIRC) is located in Athlone Institute of Technology.  

EI supports and collaborates with Athlone IT through Innovation supports such as the 

Commercialisation Fund, Innovation Partnerships and Innovation Vouchers.  
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Local Enterprise Offices 

The Midlands Region is served by its Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) in Laois, Longford, Offaly and 

Westmeath, which are co-located with the Local Authorities. In 2017, the LEOs operating in the 

Midlands Region supported an additional 372 jobs from 2016 (total of 4,214 jobs) and the 

establishment of 8 new companies, bringing the total number of companies supported by the LEOs 

in the Midlands Region to 819.  

IDA Ireland  

The Midlands Region includes the counties of Westmeath, Longford, Offaly and Laois. There are 42 

IDA supported companies in the Midlands Region, employing 5,720 people in total at the end of 

2018. The Midlands Region was the highest performing Region in terms of FDI employment growth 

in Ireland during 2018. The Region has been successful over a number of years in mobilising inward 

foreign direct investment (FDI), with employment levels in IDA client companies increasing every 

year since 2011.  

As part of Project Ireland 2040, IDA’s property investment programme for the Midlands Region 

included the construction of an Advance Building Solution (ABS) in the Athlone Business & 

Technology Park, which facilitated Aerie Pharmaceutical in establishing a new ophthalmic production 

facility and the creation of 50 high quality jobs.  

Across the Region IDA Ireland has a portfolio of Business & Technology Parks available to support 

IDA and EI client companies. These flagship Business Parks in key locations in Athlone, Mullingar, 

Tullamore & Portlaoise have been designed and landscaped to a high standard and are occupied by 

many high-end manufacturing and international services clients with capacity to facilitate and 

accommodate new international investment.   

Higher Education  

Eleven major infrastructure projects will be delivered around the country as part of a €200m Public-

Private Partnership Programme for the Higher Education sector, including at Athlone Institute of 

Technology (AIT). This programme responds directly to skills needs at the regional level, with a 

particular emphasis on STEM disciplines.  

The investment in a significant new STEM building in AIT directly responds to the skills needs of the 
life sciences cluster in the Midlands and will further strengthen the role of AIT as a driver of economic 
development in this region.  
 

3.6 National Strategic Outcome 6 – High-Quality International Connectivity  

As an island, continued investment in our port and airport connections to the UK, the EU and the 

rest of the world, is integral to underpinning international competitiveness. It is also central to 

responding to the challenges as well as the opportunities arising from Brexit. The Midlands will 

benefit from proximity to Dublin airport and Dublin port.  
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3.7 National Strategic Outcome 7 – Enhanced Amenity and Heritage  

 
Project Ireland 2040 recognises the value of cultural heritage as a key component of, and contributor 

to, the attractiveness and sustainability of our cities, towns, villages and rural areas in terms of 

developing cultural creative spaces, private inward investment, and attracting and retaining talent 

and enterprise.  

Heritage  

In addition to a wide programme of investment, it is envisaged that improvements to the visitor 

experience and interpretation will be delivered at sites such as Clonmacnoise.  

Sports  

The Sports Capital Programme is the primary means of providing Government support to sports clubs 
and organisations for sports capital works. The most recent allocations under the Programme were 
made at the end of 2017, with €60 million allocated to sporting clubs and organisations throughout 
the country. 
 

Table 8a: Successful applicants to the latest round of capital sports grants 

Midlands Successful Applicants Average Grant € 

Laois 53 22,016 

Longford 21 32,068 

Offaly 46  23,955  

Westmeath  53 24,679 

Total  173 24,567 

Source: Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport  
 

Table 8b: Large successful applicants to the latest round of capital sports grants  

Midlands Successful Applicants Grant € 

Laois Rathdowney GAA 86,000 

Longford Ballymore GFC 111,500 

Offaly Edenderry GAA 102,000 

Westmeath  Garrycastle GAA 95,000 

Source: Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport  
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3.8 National Strategic Outcome 8 – Climate-Resilient Society  
 
The National Planning Framework (NPF) highlights the centrality of this National Strategic Outcome 

(NSO) to all other elements of spatial policy. The themes highlighted in the NPF are focused on the 

role of spatial policy in influencing where we live, where we work, and how we travel. These are all 

directly relevant to the pattern of energy use and in particular the current level of harmful 

greenhouse gas emissions to which Ireland is committed to achieving substantial reductions. 

There are five flood relief schemes currently ongoing or planned for Athlone and the Midlands, one 

in Westmeath, three in Laois and one in Offaly. Westmeath County Council in partnership with the 

Office of Public Works (OPW), have commissioned the Athlone Flood Alleviation Scheme to address 

flooding in the town. The overall objective of the works is to implement a Flood Alleviation Scheme 

for Athlone town that will ensure that properties and people are protected insofar as possible from 

the effects of flooding from the River Shannon and its tributaries. 

The first year of Project Ireland 2040 has also seen major investment by the commercial state sector 

in energy. In the Midlands Eirgrid have commenced works in an electricity project to reinforce the 

network in the general Laois-Kilkenny region. 

Four Climate Action Regional Offices (CAROs) were established in 2018 to facilitate effective climate 

action at regional and local level.  The CAROs are being operated by a lead Local Authority in four 

different regions around the country. The Midlands Region is covered by the Midlands and Eastern 

Region CARO which is operated by Kildare County Council. 

Homes 

Grants to improve home energy efficiency are available nationwide. A number of these were 

expanded in 2018, increasing the grant amounts available and introducing new grants for renewable 

heating systems in homes. Free home energy upgrades are also available to households on lower 

incomes. 

Table 9a: Home Energy Grant schemes in the Midlands 

Counties Number of homes completed Amount paid (€,000) 

Laois 1 €10,494 

Offaly 3 €12,659 

Longford 1 €22,160 

Westmeath 3 €4,661 

Total  8 €49,976 

Source: Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment  

Commercial 

Grants are available for large energy users and SMEs to improve the energy efficiency of their 

buildings, equipment and processes.  
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Table 9b: SME Lighting Scheme in the Midlands 

 

Counties Number of Grants Average Grant Value 

Total Grant 

Value 

Laois 1 €10,494.64 €10,494 

Offaly 3 €12,659.97 €37,979 

Longford 1 €22,160.58 €22,160 

Westmeath 3 €4,661.29 €13,983 

Source: Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment  

Table 9c: Dairy Farmers Pilot Scheme in the Midlands 

 

Counties Number of Grants Average Grant Value 

Total Grant 

Value 

Laois 1 €1,750 €1,750 

Offaly 2 €1,000 €2,000 
Source: Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment  

Public Sector 

Since 2017, the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment has funded two 

partnership pathfinder programmes – SEAI/DES Retrofit Programmes in schools and SEAI/OPW 

Retrofit Programme in OPW Buildings.   These partnership programmes are delivering energy 

upgrades in central government buildings and in schools. The fundamental objective of each is to 

test approaches, build best practice and capacity, and develop a scalable model for large energy 

retrofit investment which can be replicated throughout the wider public sector and schools. 

For 2018, €12.6m funding was provided which contributed to the retrofit of 69 buildings nationally, 

including those in table 10d in the Midlands. 

Table 9d: Wider Public Sector Grants  

Project County 

Longford Government Offices Longford 

Tullamore Decentralised 

Offices 

Offaly 

Mullingar Garda Station Westmeath 

Mullingar DSP Westmeath 

Athlone - State Exams 

Commission 

Westmeath 

Source: Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment  
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3.9 National Strategic Outcome 9 – Sustainable Management of Water and other 
Environmental Resources  
 
Project Ireland 2040 highlights the centrality of our sustainable water resources to underpin our 

environmental and economic well-being into the future against the backdrop of the significant 

deficits in the capacity and quality of our current provision reflecting historic underinvestment.  

There are currently 15 water and waste water projects in progress in the Midlands. Two major 

projects which are planned for the region are the Athlone Sewerage Scheme and the South 

Westmeath Regional Water Supply Scheme. 

Table 10: Irish Water Projects 

Midlands Completed In Progress Planned 

Laois 0 8 3 

Longford 0 2 0 

Offaly 3 4 2 

Westmeath  4 1 1 

Total  7 15 6 

Source: Irish Water 
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3.10 National Strategic Outcome 10 – Access to Quality Childcare, Education and Health 
Services  
 
Access to quality primary education, health services and childcare, relative to the scale of a region, 

city, town, neighbourhood or community is a defining characteristic of attractive, successful and 

competitive places. Project Ireland 2040 provides significant public investment in education and 

health infrastructure to meet current infrastructure needs, cater for an estimated population growth 

of one million and respond to Ireland’s changing demographic profile.  

There were 5 new schools delivered in the Midlands in 2018.  

Table 11: Schools Delivered in 2018 in the Midlands  

No. County School  School Type 

1 Laois Scoil Mhuire, Ballyroan Road, 

Abbeyleix 

Primary 

2 Laois Dunamase College, Portlaoise Post Primary 

3 Longford St Joseph's NS, Dublin Road, 

Longford 

Primary 

4 Westmeath Coosan NS, Castlequarter, 

Crossan, Athlone 

Primary 

5 Westmeath Mullingar Educate Together  Primary  

Source: Department of Education and Skills 
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A further 19 schools projects are at various stages of planning, design and construction. 
 

Table 12: Status of School Delivery in 2019 in the Midlands 

No. County School Name & Address School Project Status  

1 Laois Scoil Phadraig, Portarlington On Site 

2 Laois St. Francis Special School, Portlaoise On Site 

3 Laois Kolbe Special School, Portlaoise Procurement process 

for Project Manager to 

be initiated in Q1 2019 

for delivery under 

ADAPT programme 

4 Laois Coláiste Íosagain, Portarlington Stage 1 (Preliminary 

Design) 

5 Laois Dunamaise College  Site Acquisition Process 

6 Longford St Christopher's Special School, Battery 

Rd, Longford Town 

Stage 3 (Tender Stage) 

7 Longford  Gaelscoil an Longfoirt, Fearann Uí 

Dhuagain, Longford Town 

Project Brief Stage 

8 Offaly Oaklands Community College, 

Edenderry 

Project Brief Stage 

9 Offaly  Ard Scoil Chiarain Naofa, Clara Project Brief Stage 

10 Westmeath Tubberclair NS Stage 1 (Preliminary 

Design) 

11 Westmeath St. Mary's Special School, Mullingar Procurement process to 

commence in Q1 2019  

12 Westmeath Gaelscoil an Choilin,  Mullingar On-Site 

13 Westmeath Saplings Special School, Mullingar On-Site 

14 Westmeath Meán Scoil an Chlochair, Kilbeggan  Stage 2b (Detailed 

Design) 

15 Westmeath St Finian's College, Mullingar Procurement process to 

commence in Q1 2019  

16 Westmeath St. Joseph's Secondary School, 

Rochfortbridge 

Procurement process to 

commence in Q1 2019  

17 Westmeath Castlepollard Vocational College Procurement process to 

commence in Q1 2019  

18 Westmeath Moate Community School Procurement process to 

commence in Q1 2019  

19 Westmeath  Curraghmore NS On Site 

Source: Department of Education and Skills 

 

 

 

 
Health 
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There will be 5 healthcare projects delivered in 2019 in the Midlands including a new ambulance 

station at Edenderry.  
 

Table 13: HSE Capital Infrastructure 2019 in the Midlands 

Facility Project details 
Project 

Completion 

Fully 

Operational 

St. Fintan’s 

campus, 

Portlaoise, Co. 

Laois 

Community Addiction Services Unit - new facility 

for counselling and support services 

Q1 2019 Q1 2019 

Muiriosa, 

Delvin, Co. 

Westmeath 

One unit of purchase / refurbishment to meet 

housing requirements for two people 

transitioning from congregated settings 

Q1 2019 Q1 2019 

St. Loman’s 

Mullingar, Co. 

Westmeath 

Refurbishment of former Children and Family 

Unit to facilitate removal of Mental Health staff 

from the main building 

Q1 2019 Q1 2019 

Midlands 

Regional 

Hospital, 

Portlaoise, Co. 

Laois 

New hospital street extension  Q4 2019 Q1 2020 

Edenderry 

Ambulance 

Station, Co. 

Offaly 

New ambulance station Q1 2019 Q1 2019 

Source: HSE Service Plan 2019  
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Appendix 
 
Major Project Investment Tracker 

Name of 

Project  

Brief Description of Project Location 

(County) 

Project 

Commencem

ent Date  

Project 

Completion 

Date  

Mullingar 

theatres 

Phase 3. Including replacement 

Ward accommodation, Theatre 

Department and Emergency 

Department 

Westmeath 2023 2025 

Portlaoise 40 

bed 

Residential 

Mental Health 

Unit 

40 Bed MH Residential Unit. To 

provide replacement 

accommodation for residents of 

St. Fintan's 

Laois 2024 2027 

Mullingar 

radiology, 

MRI 

Extension to Radiology 

Department to accommodate an 

MRI being provided by others 

Westmeath 2020 2021 

Athlone 

Sewerage 

Scheme 

The overriding purpose of the 

Westmeath Athlone Sewerage 

Scheme Project is to address 

requirements of EPA WWDL – 

Specific Improvement 

Programme, ECJ/Article 

17/UWWTD Infringement 

Notices, National Spatial 

Strategy requirements and 

internal property sewer flooding 

Westmeath 2019 2022 

South 

Westmeath 

Regional 

Water Supply 

Scheme 

(Athlone and 

Mullingar) 

The South Westmeath Regional 

Water Supply scheme will 

address water quality and 

capacity issues with the existing 

water supply for South 

Westmeath including Athlone 

and it’s town environs, Moate 

and extending east towards 

Rochfortbridge and Mullingar  

Westmeath 2020 2022 

Portlaoise 

Southern 

Distributor 

Road 

The proposed scheme will 

complete the Portlaoise 

Southern Circular Road and 

includes the construction of a 

single carriageway road 

between the N77/Abbeyleix 

road and the R426/Timahoe 

Road, new roundabouts to 

replace junctions, a direct road 

link to the Kyleiproe area and 

appropriate facilities for 

vulnerable road users 

Laois 2018 2019 



  Project Ireland 2040 in the Midlands 

 

Page | 19 
 

Laois-

Kilkenny 

Project 

Proposed electricity project to 

reinforce the network in the 

general Laois-Kilkenny region 

Laois/ 

Kilkenny 

  

Source: Investment Tracker - Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  


