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An Ranndg Ceadunas Urthra.

An Roinn Comhshaol, Pobal is Rialtas Aitiil

24 Eanair 2013

Tagairt File No - MS 51/12/628
Application Type Mechanical Harvesting of Seaweed ~ North Galway Bay and Bertraghbul Bay.
Applicant Connemara Organic Seaweeds.

Is mian le hArramara tuairimi a 1éirid maidir leis an iarratas atd déanta ag Connemara Organic
Seaweeds Limited ar chead(inas chun trealamh meicniuil a tisdid chun feamainn a bhaint i gCuan na
Beirtri Buf agus i dtuaisceart Chuan na Gaillimhe. Is mian le hArramara go geuirfi na tuairimi seo san
direamh nuair atd cinneadh a4 dhéanamh i dtaca leis an iarratas seo.

Clra: TA Arramara Teoranta { mbun gnd mar phroiseédlai feamainne i gCill Chiarain i gConamara 6
1947. O bunaiodh an comhlacht go dti 2006 bhiodh tromlach scaireanna Arramara i ldmha Aire Mara
an lac agus an fuilleach i limha comhlachta idirnaisitinta a bhi gniomhach in earndil na feamainne. Go
-traidisiinta bhiodh formhér thairgi Arramara 4 n-easportail go hAlbain chun algainit a bhaint as an
bhfeamainn. Bhi g4 athstrucht(rd a dhéanamh ar tinéireacht an chomhlachta i 2006 nuair a chinn an
pairti idirnaisiinta imeacht as an ngné agus ghlac Udarés na Gaeltachta Giinéireacht ioml4n ar an
gcomhlacht. On am sin i leith t4 gné an chomhlachta aistrithe go hiomlan agus ¢ ag diol feamainn
phréisedilte ar fud an Domhain. I measc na dtiortha lena ndioltar feamainn Arramara ta an tSin, an .
tSeapdin, an Fhrainc, SAM, an Bhreatain agus an Ghearmain, i measc tiortha eile.

Tégann Arramara feamainn go lacthiil 6 bhainteoiri feamainne ar fud chéstai na Gaillimhe agus
Mhaigh Eo. Bainteoirf iad seo atd ag baint na feamainne ar an mbealach traidisitinta le lamh agus is
ionddil gur daoine iad atd i mbun na ceirde seo leis na déaga de bhlianta. Tuigeann na bainteoiri seo
agus Arramara féin an tdbhacht a bhaineann leis an ngniomhafocht seo a bheith bainistithe ar bhealach
inmharthanach agus is léargas ar an geur chuige seo go bhfuil Arramara in ann tarraingt ar an
acmbhainn aris is aris eile tar éis 65 bliain i mbun an ghno.

Feamainn bhui a thugtar go héitifil ar an speiceas feamainne ar a bhfuil toir ag Arramara ach is fearr
tagairt a dhéanamh d’ainm Laidine, Ascophyllum nodosum.

Tuairim Arramara faoin iarratas reatha

- T4 imnf ar Arramara faoin tionchar a d’fhéadfadh a bheith ag an iarratas seo ar a ghné agus is féidir

an imnf sin a 1éiriv ag roinnt leibhéil;

1. Ni fios an mbeidh cead ag bainteoirf ldimhe traidisitinta leantint lena ngniomhafochtai tar €éis
don cheadiinas d’usaid trealamh meicniil a bheith bronnta sa cheantar céanna. T4 an imni
seo ach go hairithe 1aidir i gcas Chuan na Beirtri Bii as a dtogann Arramara feamainn go

rialta.



2. Nil sé an-soiléir 6n mhapa ata [éirithe ar shuiomh idirlin na Roinne Comhshaoil an bhfuil na
réimsi ata i geeist san iarratas ag rith isteach go barr-cladai n6 an bhfuil 4 dteorann séinithe ag
an leibhéal is isle lagtra. Luionn sé le réasiin nuair até trealamh meicnitil i gceist go
geaithfidh sé a bheith as bad ag snamh ach, nuair at4 an taoile istigh, an mbeidh bac ar a
bheith ag tochailt sna haiteacha traidisiinta bainte feamainne sa réimse idirthaoideach?
Tuigeann Arramara gur faoi bhun an lagtrd is {sle a bhionn fés ar na speicis éagstila laminaria
ach t4 eolas breise faoin bpointe seo thios.

3. Ta Arramara sasta gur féidir leis 1éiriti tri a ghniomhaiochtai le 65 bliain anuas go bhfuil cur
chuige inmharthanach sa mbealach a ndéanann sé bainistii ar an achmhainn. Creideann
Arramara go bhfuil smacht aige ar bhainistii seo na hacmhainne mar nach bhfuil ag ceannach
feamainne ar an geladach ach € féin. Measann an comhlacht afach go geothédh coimhlint
d’fheamainn ar an geladach fadhbanna do agus ¢ ag iarraidh cur chuige inmharthanach a
chothn. T4 seo fior fifi is gur baint mheicnitil agus baint ldimhe até i geeist. Teastaionn
soiléireacht ina leith seo.

4. Ta sé raite san iarratas ata curtha isteach ag Connemara Organic Seaweeds gur kelp ata i
geeist leis an iarratas. Is iondtil nuair a luaitear kelp go bhtuil thios gur ag tagairt do na
speicis éagstla Jaminaria até i geeist. Is fior a ra freisin 4fach go bhfuil Gisdid téarmaiochta in
earndil na feamainne thar a bheith scaoilte agus gur minic a bhionn ciall éagsiil bainte as
téarmai mar kelp, bladder wrack, egg wrack, knotted wrack agus téarmai eile mar iad ag brath
ar ndsmhaireachtai aititla. Is ionduil, da bhri sin, nuair ati daoine ata eolach ar an earndil ag
déanambh tagairt do speicis éagsila feamainne go mbaintear tisaid as an ainm Laidine don
speiceas ata i geeist. [s ar an Gidar sin go ndéanann Arramara tagairt don ainm Ascophyllum
nodosum nuair a bhionn cur sios 4 dhéanamh ar thairgi an chomhlachta féin. Is Gidar imni agus
iontais airithe &, da bhri sin, go mbeadh sonraf faoin speiceas fagtha chomh scaoilte le kelp
amhain agus tagairt amhain do laminaria stipes agus bheadh orainn ceist a chur faoin bhfath
gurb € an téarma ginearalta seo atd a uisaid seachas an speiceas no6 na speicis shonracha at4 i
geeist leis an iarratas a bheith.

5. Agus € imbun gnd i geceantar Chill Chiarain leis na blianta fada is nuacht d’ Arramara go
bhfuil comhlacht nua, Connemara Organic Seaweeds Limited, nar chuala Arramara aon
chaint air roimhe seo ag déanambh iarratas ar cheadiinas chun feamainn a bhaint go meicniuil i
gConamara. Is 1éir 6 shuiomh Oifig Chlaraithe na gCuideachtai gur comhlacht nua é seo,
uimhir chlaraithe 518580 le data clartichain i nDeireadh Fémhair 2012, Ts 1éir gur comhlacht -
nua € gan amhras. Ardafonn seo roinnt ceisteanna nér mhor freagraf a fhéil orthu agus is féidir
léargas a thail ar na cinedlacha ceisteanna sin sa phiosa seo leanas;

Mas iad laminaria digitata agus laminaria hyperborea até i geeist leis an téarma kelp is g a
bheith ar an eolas go bhfuil saol an-ghearr acu seo tar éis iad a bhaint as an bhfarraige.
Tagann meath tobann ar an bhfeamainn agus ma bhionn sé fagtha ar feadh it 14 amhain
imfonn an mhaith as. I gcés digitata greamaionn na billeoga le chéile agus tosaionn an
bunlobhadh laithreach. T4 sé an-deacair € a phrdiseail ina dhiaidh sin agus ta a mhaitheas ag
imeacht as. I gcas na slata mara, Ayperborea, ta an rud céanna fior ach gurb ¢ go dtosaionn
said ag fail bog — nil aon éileamh sa mhargadh ar laminaria hyperborea bog. Sa da chas
caithfear an fheamainn a phréiseail n6, mar rogha eile, a chaomhn tri é a thrioma laithreach.
Ni chiallaionn sin nach bhfuil margadh ann don theamainn agus ta, gan amhras, margadh don
digitata agus don hiyperborea ach, san da chas is do thairge triomhaithe a chinntionn gur
féidir € a aistriti chuig an margadh. Go traidisitinta bhiodh an triomt seo & dhéanamh ar chil



an tigh ag an bpobal in aice costa ar Zyperborea a bheadh tagtha isteach ar an gcladach tar éis
stoirme. Nil sé soiléir cén chaoi a mbeidh an t-iarratasoir 4 dhéanamh sin n6 cad iad na
pleananna chun préisedil a dhéanamh ar an mbundbhar sna huaireanta beaga idir an
fheamainn a bhaint agus an maitheas imeacht as. ’

Ni léir 6n iarratas céard iad na pleananna atéd ag Connemara Organic Seaweeds don
fheamainn a bheidh 4 bhaint acu. Chomh fada agus is eol d’ Arramara nil aon diseanna
préisedla d’aon chineal ag an gcomhlacht seo féin. Luaitear €100,000 san iarratas mar chostas
na forbartha ach is deacair a thuiscint go bhféadfai gnéd mechanical harvesting agus secondary
processing a bhun le buiséad den mhéid sin. Is gé soiléiriu ar an Abhar seo.

6. Easnamh mér in iarratas Conneamara Organic Seaweeds is € nach bhfuil an sprioc tonnéiste
gur mian leis a gcomhlacht a thégail gach bliain luaite in aon chorr. Easnamh moér € seo 6
thaobh a thionchar ar bhainistiti na hacmhainne agus bainistia na timpeallacht i geoitinne.

Focal Scoir.

Is g4 a lua ag an bpointe seo nach bhfuil Arramara in aghaidh ceadiinais bainte feamainne né go
deimhin deiseanna meicniochta a bheith ceadaithe don earnail. Go deimhin is € tuairim an
chomhlachta go bhfuil ga le rialachéin a thabharfaidh treo don ollcheist maidir le cearta bainte
feamainne agus ceadiinais go luath. De réir mar ata deiseanna gno agus forbartha ag fail nios deacra a
aimsitl i geeantair iarghalta ar Chosta Thiar na hBireann agus de réir mar a ardaionn préifil na
feamainne mar dheis d’fhorbairt is é go mbeidh nios mé agus nios mé daoine tarraingte ar an carnail
seo agus ag iarraidh aon deiseanna atd ann a thapti go luath. Ceann de na deiseanna sin is é iarratas a
dhéanamh ar chead(inas bainte feamainne ag am mar seo nuair até easpa soiléireachta faoi na
treoirlinte faoinar féidir a leithéid de cheadiinas a bhronnadh.

Cé nach bhfuil Arramara in aghaidh ceadtnais bainte feamainne t4 an comhlacht go laidir den tuairim
go mbeadh ar chumas iarratasoirf a 1¢iriti go bhfuil iarratas l4idir a dhéanamh agus cés cruthaithe i
dtaca le; :
Stair an iarrataséra sa ghno
- TFolas cuimsitheach soiléir san iarratas i dtaobh na speicis atd i gceist
- Pleananna cuimsitheacha maidir le bainisti agus inmharthanacht na hacmhainne
- Scileanna agus cumas infheistiochta a léirionn go soiléir go bhfuil d’acmhainn agus ar
chumas an iarrataséra an fhorbairt a chur chun cinn.

T4 easpa sonraf san iarratas ata déanta ag Connemara Organic Seaweeds Limited a fhagann gach
ceann de na ceisteanna thuas gan fhreagairt ina iomlaine. Is é tuairim Arramara go bhfuil ga na
ceisteanna thuas maidir le mianta agus cumas an iarrataséra a fhreagairt chomh maith le ceisteanna
sonracha eile at4 luaite thuas maidir le tionchar an iarratais ar thraidisitin bainte feamainne ar chésta
thiar na hi3ireann leis na gliinta agus ar ghné Arramara atd ag braith ar an traidisitinta sin mar
sholathar bunabhar dar ngno.

Is mise, le meas

Dénall Mac Giolla Bhride.



Bainisteoir Stitirtha

Arramara Teoranta



From: Sean Gorham P ;

Sent: 18 January 2013 22:19 =] & . h

To: Peter Connaughton - (DECLG) : (?/ g Y M ICHATLL VORWAM
Subject: Objection to foreshore license in Galway

Hi Peter,

I would like to object to the application for a foreshore license to harvest seaweed off the Letterard coast
(Bertraghboy Bay) on the following grounds:

o I have used this seaweed along with the locals all my life and hefore me my father (and still) and his father

before and it goes back hundred of years. In my eyes this seaweed belongs to the local people who have
-always harvested it for various reasons.

o T have harvested the seaweed for many reasons from agriculture purposes to commercial purposes and can
prove that I have sold it to to different companies over the years. I lay a claim to it with other locals as I've
always harvested it. »

o I harvest by hand and what Is too deep to harvest by hand is eventually washed ashore in rough weather and
I collect it in those spots where it comes ashore. I therefore along along with others use it all in the most
environmental friendly way possible.

o T also had an application in before this one (although I had no plans on destructing the kelp forests to the
extent planned in this most resent application) so if anyone is to get a foreshore license it should be me.

I would appreciate if you could email me as soon as you receive this to let me know that my objection has been
received.

Regards,

Sean




(yl I\ M Tmsu.

An Taisce

The National Trust for Ireland

20130124-07-628

Foreshore Unit
Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government
Newtown Rd

Wexford
24.01.13
Ref: MS 51/12/628
App: Mechanical Harvesting of Seaweed — North Galway Bay and Bertraghbui Bay.
For: Connemara Organic Seaweed
Site: North Galway Bay and Bertraghbui Bay.

Dear Sir/Madam,

" An Taisce has reviewed the application and Aquafact report submitted as part of the application for the
mechanical harvesting of seaweed in North Galway Bay and Bertraghhui Bay. An Taisce would like to make
the following comments in relation to this application.

An Taisce supports the development of harvesting of wild seaweed resources but it must be ensured that
this is done sustainably and is developed in a balanced manner which is not damaging to the conservation
interests of any site.

An Taisce wish to ensure that access to and from the harvesting sites does not damage any of the
foreshore. Access should be from an existing pier.

A baseline survey should be carried out, as laid out in the Aquafact report. If the baseline study indicates
that there are species of conservation concern in any of the proposed locations, harvesting should cease in
this area unless it can be shown that harvesting will not impact on the species of concern or mitigation
measures are taken to minimise any damage. A suitable unharvested control site should also be used in the

monitoring program.

An Taisce support the conditions and monitoring that are laid out in the Aquafact report but would request
that mitigation measures are established in the case of adverse effects on the marine environment
occurring due to the process of mechanical harvesting. ldeally the survey should run for at least 5-7 years to
ascertain the impact of repeated harvesting on a site to ensure that there is no degradation of the sites due

to this activity.

Please provide an acknowledgement of this submission, the nature of the decision, the date of the decision,
in the case of a decision to grant an approval, any conditions attached thereto, and the main reasons and
considerations on which the decision is based, and, where conditions are imposed in relation to any grant
of approval, the main reasons for the imposition of any such conditions to An Taisce in relation to this
submission as per legislative requirements.

Yours sincerely,

Roisin Kearney
Natural Environment Office
An Taisce
The Tailors’ Hall, Back Lane, Dublin 8, Ireland | Telephone: 01 454 1786 | Fax: 01 453 3255

www.antaisce.org
Company Registration No: 12469 | Charity Reference No: CHY 4741

Waorking for a Better Quality of Life — For Now and For Future Generations



An Taisce

The Natianal st for Incland
Tailors Hall
Back Lane
Dublin 8
naturalenvironment@antaisce.org
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