
 

 

Government of Ireland - Just Transition Fund (JTF) 2020 

Clarification 2: Issued 6 July 2020 

Please note that in some cases queries have been altered to protect the identity of the 

individual or to protect commercial sensitivity, and multiple queries may have been 

separated into individual queries. The information provided in the below clarifications forms 

part of the Information Booklet and should be interpreted alongside the Fund criteria as set 

out and taken into account when preparing project proposals.  

Section 2: Fund Objective and Priorities 

Section 3: Project Phases 

1. Should I fill out the Application for Stage 2 knowing I will fail the criteria, with 

the wish that my project will be referred back to the MRTT – START process to 

help identify other funding options? Can the amount asked for be amended 

from Stage 1? 

We cannot advise as to whether you should submit an application for the JTF. However, 

as stated, unsuccessful applicants may be referred back to MRTT – START, but this is 

cannot be guaranteed. Where projects do not submit applications for Stage 2 JTF, they 

can liaise with the MRTT-START team directly for assistance and do not need to apply 

for the JTF for this, so if a project does not meet the eligibility criteria it may be a more 

streamlined approach to seek assistance directly from MRTT-START. A requirement for 

the JTF is that projects must be pre-registered with MRTT-START to ensure a more 

strategic and localised approach to identifying suitable projects.  

Section 4: Eligibility 

2. Can Ballivor communities register; they are in County Meath which is not listed 

as one of the eligible counties? Ballivor has a relationship with BnM that 

stretches back generations and a number of BnM staff are employed in both 

peat harvesting and the production of peat-based growing material for 

horticultural purposes in Ballivor.  

BnM has confirmed that a number of company employees based at the Ballivor operation in 

County Westmeath are based in County Meath and are involved in bog operations in both 

Counties Meath and Westmeath. As the BnM operations include County Westmeath, Ballivor 

is covered by the scope of the 2020 call for proposals from the JTF.  

3. Further to the clarifications issued on 26 June, it is noted that funding towards 

feasibility of a project is limited to €100,000. Is funding towards the detailed 

design, environmental assessment and planning process of a project to 

prepare it for a further funding application for capital investment limited to the 

€100,000? 

This was clarification No.35 in Response Document 1. As per Section 4.2 in the Information 

Booklet, funding can be used to carry out feasibility studies. It is useful to more clearly 
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distinguish between a feasibility study and other types of studies and assessments. A 

feasibility study is primarily used to assess the practicality of a proposed plan or method. A 

feasibility study assesses the practicality of a proposed project and asks whether it is 

feasible, and assists in thoroughly understanding aspects of a project, becoming aware of 

potential problems, and assessing project viability etc. It would appear that detailed design 

work, environmental assessment, planning processes etc. usually take place after a 

feasibility study has been carried out and once it has been determined that a project is 

feasible to be taken forward.  

4. I have a query in relation to the guidance paragraph below as per section 4.2, 

bullet point 5: “Infrastructure for heritage/tourism/outdoor activities e.g. to 

construct a portion of a greenway/blueway. The Department of Transport, 

Tourism and Sport’s Greenways Strategy sets out the Government’s priorities 

in relation to the funding of greenways in Ireland and it is not the intention of 

the JTF to supplement or supplant this strategy by funding larger portions of 

greenways/blueways i.e. those that are over 10km in length. However, local 

extensions of existing greenways/blueways, local spurs off those 

greenways/blueways, and the development of infrastructure to link a town or 

village to such greenways/blueways may be considered”. As per the guidance 

above, are larger trails that are eligible for the Outdoor Recreation 

Infrastructure Scheme ineligible? If they are ineligible, are sub tracks and 

routes of such trails and less than 10km in distance that link local towns and 

villages eligible? 

As stated in the Information Booklet, as per the extract above, the JTF will not fund 

greenway or blueway projects that are more than 10km long. As stated, local extensions and 

local spurs (e.g. sub tracks/routes of such trails) are eligible as long as they are less than 

10km in length, and may also link a town or village to such greenways/blueways.  

5. Is property leasing an eligible cost and is there a cap on the amount as a 

proportion of funding? 

Property leasing is an eligible cost, excluding any component of the lease cost that is an 

ineligible cost under Section 4.3 of the Information Booklet (including interest). For additional 

clarity, where the grantee accounts for the lease on balance sheet - only the principal, and 

not the interest, component is an eligible cost. For example, this may be the case where the 

grantee recognizes a finance lease liability under Financial Reporting Standard 102. 

As stated in the Information Booklet, where a project will be delivered from buildings or land 

that are not in the ownership of the applicant(s), a minimum five year lease must be in place 

from date of project completion. There is no cap on the amount of secured JTF funding that 

can be allocated to leasing, however this will be reviewed to ensure it is a reasonable 

amount and it should not form the majority of the secured funding. Lease support will only be 

provided for the duration of project funding (i.e. the end of 2023). The space is to be used for 

the purposes of the project only and there must be a commercial lease/licence in the name 

of the grantee in place.  
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Section 5: Terms and Conditions 

6. Section 5.13 states that successful applicants are required to comply with 

relevant public procurement guidelines where applicable – please explain what 

this means. This requirement may be obvious to companies who operate in the 

public sector but less so for private companies. What are the procurement 

requirements? The link provided is a general reference and not specific. Does 

this mean that e-tenders will be required? 

As the Information Booklet states, it is essential that good value for money is secured in 

project delivery. Successful applicants are therefore required to comply with relevant public 

procurement guidelines where applicable – guidance is available from OGP. Public 

procurement guidelines do not apply to private sector organisations. They must be complied 

with by public and not for profit organisations, unless they are subsidised 50% or more by a 

public body in which case they should already be aware of their responsibilities under the 

procurement guidelines. 

7. Can a private company contribute to the 15% required for match funding? The 

money will come from a private company’s own capital.  

As per the Information Booklet Section 5.2, match funding may be in the form of a 

combination of other Exchequer-funded schemes and/or State-sector expenditure, Local 

Authority investment and/or land, EU funding sources, community investment, philanthropic 

contributions, private-sector investment, or other asset contributions. The 15% would be 

eligible to be provided by a private company, coming from its own capital. For completeness, 

please note that Section 5.11 of the Information Booklet requires proof of match funding 

secured (including from private sources) prior to conclusion of a Funding Agreement, but not 

at the time of application. 

Section 6: Evaluation Criteria/Application Form 

8. Under Section 3.2 in the Application Form can you clarify with regard to the 

word count ‘Project Impact and Outcomes’ 500 words each. Is this on each 

priority or a listed item within the priority response? 

This allows for up to 500 words for each listed item e.g. under Priority 1 there are four items 

so a maximum of 500 words can be given for each item and the total number of words 

provided under Priority 1 would be 2000.  

9. Can you please advise if letters of support can be included under supporting 

documentation?  

Letters of support have not been requested as part of the Application Form and are not 

required. Note that documentation that can be submitted is limited to the Application Form, a 

supporting Project Plan and Financial Plan and Section 7 of the Application Form (in Excel 

format). If projects are made a provisional offer they may, if they so wish, provide letters of 

support at that point. 
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10. Will Section 7.5 be provided in excel format? It says to add rows as required, 

but this is not possible in the file format presented.  

[This is an update to the response provided in Response 1 document]   

An Excel spreadsheet for the information in Section 7 to be provided (rather than the PDF 

application form) has been prepared and a copy can be requested by emailing 

JTF@dccae.gov.ie. It cannot be made available online as the webpage does not support 

Excel formats. Note that applicants must select either the PDF or the Excel format and fully 

complete one – evaluators will not review across both document types. 

11. Where do we complete Section 7: Financial Robustness and Sustainability? 

You may either complete Section 7 into the PDF Application Form (Financial Robustness 

and Sustainability) or you may complete a separate Excel spreadsheet which has been 

prepared specifically for Section 7. The website does not support Excel documents so if you 

would like to complete this version, please email JTF@dccae.gov.ie for a copy which can be 

emailed to you. To summarise, this means that four documents will now be accepted as part 

of the application – Application Form, Project Plan (if appended separately), Financial 

Project Plan (if appended separately), and Section 7 Excel template (if completed).   

Note that the Excel spreadsheet is not locked to allow applicants to add extra rows. This 

means extra care is needed when filling it out not to accidentally delete cells. The Lead 

Applicant will be fully responsible for ensuring they return a completed Section 7.   

12. There is a significant amount of marks allocated to partnership and 

collaboration. What evidence are you looking for – is it Letters of Support? Is 

there a better definition of what is considered a partner, collaboration and 

stakeholder. How detailed is the pre-consultation and stakeholder engagement 

– especially given the Covid-19 situation. 

Partnership and collaboration form 20% of the overall marks available in the award criteria, 

and no minimum marks are required. Partnership and collaboration are important elements 

of successful project delivery. Page 28 of the Information Booklet provides a description of a 

project application which would score highly under this criteria and should be referred to. No 

definitions are provided of what is a partner, collaboration and stakeholder and applicants 

should consider what would fit best under these terms. It is accepted that pre-consultation 

and prior stakeholder engagement will be impacted by Covid-19, and as stated on p.28, this 

may mean virtual engagement, for example. A word limit is provided under 5.1 and 5.2 in the 

Application Form which will guide the level of detail that can be provided. Please refer to Q9 

above regarding letters of support.  

13. Is it possible to define a geographical community as referred to in the 

Application Form? Please provide an example. 

Geographic community is area based, meaning a community that is closely spatially located 

e.g. a town, a village, a particular street or neighbourhood. This differs to a target group (also 

known as community of interest) which is a group which is brought together by a common 

interest and may not live close to each other e.g. a sports group.  

mailto:JTF@dccae.gov.ie
mailto:JTF@dccae.gov.ie
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14. Are pages 26 and 27 in the Application Form duplicates? 

These are not duplicates – p.26 is seeking total project funding sought exclusive of VAT, 

while p.27 is seeking project funding inclusive of VAT. Note that the new Excel spreadsheet 

has been uploaded which allows Lead Applicants to provide the financial information here 

rather than in the PDF Application Form if they so wish. One table is provided in the Excel 

spreadsheet for project funding sought, with columns for costs ex VAT and inclusive of VAT.  

15. In Section 7.6 Project Financial Plan, what is meant by the ‘management 

approach underpinning the financial projections’? 

A Project Financial Plan is required as part of each project application - this can be entered 

into section 7.6 or attached separately and four areas are set out which should be 

addressed, including the point above. This would be expected to set out how the financial 

projections that have been provided in the Application Form will be managed, monitored and 

controlled by the management team in order to ensure: compliance with Section 5 of Circular 

13/2014 Management of and Accountability for Grants from Exchequer Funds, which sets 

out the responsibilities of grantees; and, successful delivery of the project - on time and 

budget, with appropriate cost controls in place. 

 


