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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 

CRU Commission for Regulation of Utilities 

DCCAE Department Communications, Climate Action and Environment 

DTTAS Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport 

EAS Equipment Assistance Service of EMSA 

EMSA European Maritime Safety Agency 

ERCC Emergency Response Coordination Centre of the European Union 

EEZ Exclusive Economic Zone 

HMCG Her Majesty’s Coastguard of the United Kingdom 

HNS Hazardous and Noxious Substances 

IMO International Maritime Organization 

IRCG Irish Coast Guard 

LGD Lead Government Department 

MAR-ICE Marine Intervention in Chemical Emergencies Network of EMSA 

MEM Major Emergency Management 

MER Marine Emergency Room 

MRT Maritime Response Team 

MRCC Marine Rescue and Coordination Centre 

MRSC Marine Rescue Sub-Centre 

NECC National Emergency Coordination Centre 

NECG National Emergency Coordination Group 

NCP National (Maritime Oil/HNS Spill) Contingency Plan 

NMOC National Marine Operations Centre 

OPRC International Convention on Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Co-
operation 

OPRC-
HNS 

Protocol on Preparedness, Response and Co-operation to pollution Incidents 
by HNS 

OSRL Oil Spill Response Limited 

PAD Petroleum Affairs Division (of DCCAE) 

RPAS Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems of EMSA 

SAR Search and Rescue 

TEZ Temporary Exclusion Zone 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

This document supports the National Maritime Oil/HNS Spill Contingency Plan (NCP). It 

covers the procedures used by the Irish Coast Guard (IRCG) when they receive a report of 

marine pollution. 

1.1 COVERAGE 
This document covers all marine pollution whether it is from ships, harbours, offshore units or 

oil/HNS handling facilities and land-based sources. It addresses all incidents in, or likely to 

affect, the Irish Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) as shown in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1: Irish Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), shown as a white line 
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2 POLLUTION REPORT FORM 

Various information will be requested by the IRCG when receiving reports of marine pollution. 

This will support the incident appraisal process and help determine potential response actions 

at the national level. 

Those reporting should endeavour to have as much information as possible available but 

should not delay reporting if some information is absent or unknown. 

2.1 INITIAL POLLUTION REPORT (POLREP) 
 

INITIAL POLLUTION REPORT (POLREP) 

To: MRCC Dublin | Telephone +353 (0)1 662 0795 | email mrccdublin@dttas.ie   

From: Name of reporting entity Date and time of 

report: 

 

1 DATE & TIME OF 

OBSERVATION 

Month, day and time that pollution was observed 

2 NAME & CONTACT OF 

OBSERVER 

Indicates who has reported the incident. If a ship, name, 

home port, flag and call sign must be given. 

3 POLLUTION POSITION 

AND EXTENT  

Indicates the main position of the pollution in latitude and 

longitude in degrees and minutes and may in addition give 

the distance and bearing of some prominent landmark 

known to the receiver. Estimated amount of pollution (e.g. 

size of polluted areas, number of tonnes of oil spilled, or 

number of containers, drums, etc. lost). Indicates length and 

width of slick given in nautical miles. 

4 POLLUTION 

CHARACTERISTICS 

Gives type of pollution, e.g. type of oil with viscosity and 

pour point, packaged or bulk chemicals. For HNS give proper 

name or United Nations number if known. For all, give also 

appearance, e.g. liquid, floating solid, liquid oil, semi-liquid 

sludge, tarry lumps, weathered oil, discolouration of sea, 

visible vapour. Any markings on drums, containers, etc. 

should be given. 

5 POLLUTION SOURCE AND 

CAUSE 

E.g. from vessel, offshore unit or other. If from vessel, say 

whether as a result of a deliberate discharge or casualty. If 

the latter give brief description. Where possible, give name, 

type, size, call sign, nationality and port of registration of 

polluting vessel. If vessel is proceeding on its way, give 

course, speed and destination. 

6 WIND DIRECTION & 

SPEED 

Indicates wind direction and speed in degrees and m/sec or 

knots. The direction always indicates from where the wind is 

blowing. 

7 CURRENT OR TIDE Indicates current direction and speed in degrees and knots 

and tenths of knots. The direction always indicates the 

direction in which the current is flowing. 

mailto:mrccdublin@dttas.ie
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INITIAL POLLUTION REPORT (POLREP) 

8 SEA STATE AND 

VISIBILITY 

Sea state indicated as wave height in metres. Visibility in 

nautical miles. 

9 POLLUTION DRIFT Indicates drift course and speed of pollution in degrees and 

knots and tenths of knots. In case of air pollution (gas cloud) 

drift speed is indicated in m/s. 

10 FORECAST E.g. arrival on beach with estimated timing. Results of 

mathematical models. 

11 IDENTITY OR SHIPS ON 

SCENE 

Indicates who has reported the incident. If a ship, name, 

home port, flag and call sign must be given. 

Ships on scene can also be indicated under this item by 

name, home port, flat and call sign, especially if the polluter 

cannot be identified and the spill is considered to be of 

recent origin. 

12 ACTION TAKEN Any action taken to combat the pollution. 

13 PHOTOGRPAHS OR 

SAMPLES 

Indicates if photographs or samples from the pollution have 

been taken. Communication addresses of the sampling 

authority should be given. 
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3 RECEIPT OF POLLUTION REPORTS 

3.1 IRCG ROLE IN REPORTING 
Reports of marine pollution may originate from a variety of sources, as shown in Figure 2. 

IRCG maintains 24/7 operational and communications capability through the Marine Rescue 

and Coordination Centre (MRCC) and Marine Rescue Sub Centres (MRSC). Pollution reports 

received by MRCC or MSRC will be appraised by the Station Officer on duty through the 

process indicated. 

 

Figure 2: Pollution reporting routes and IRCG internal process for received reports 
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4 ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

4.1 RESPONSE TIERS 
Tiers are used to categorize marine pollution incidents, as follows: 

Tier 1 spills are responded to and resolved by the local authority, harbour authority or 

operator of offshore unit or oil/HNS handling facility. 

Tier 2 spills are generally those beyond the capability of an authority or operator acting 

alone. The response is led by a harbour or local authority, depending on the extent of 

on-water and shoreline pollution, and may involve joint marine and coastal operations. 

Tier 3 spills are generally more complex, of longer duration and higher impact, and beyond 

the response capability of the affected or threatened local authorities, harbour 

authority or facility operator. The response is nationally led and may involve a range of 

government departments. Coordination and oversight are by the IRCG, who may call 

on national resources and request international support. The National Contingency 

Plan (NCP) provides the framework for all Tiers but focuses on contingencies for Tier 

3. 

4.2 NATIONAL RESPONSE (TIER 3) INITIATION CRITERIA 
The NCP does not define rigid criteria for initiating a national (Tier 3) response. It is the 

responsibility of the Ship Casualty and Pollution Manager (or authorised officer in their 

absence) to assess the situation and take the necessary action. However, as guidance, a Tier 3 

incident may be initiated if: 

 a shipping casualty gives rise to the risk of significant pollution requiring a salvage 

operation;  

 a ship-source spill of oil or hazardous and noxious substance (HNS) at sea requires the 

deployment of sea borne or air-borne equipment to contain, disperse or neutralise it;  

 an offshore unit spills oil or HNS at sea requiring the deployment of sea borne or air-

borne equipment to contain, disperse or neutralise it, which the operator of the unit 

does not have the capacity to deploy; 

 a spill of oil or HNS within the area of a harbour authority requires the deployment of 

national resources under national control to contain, disperse or neutralise it, or other 

action beyond the capacity of the harbour authority and local authority concerned; or 

 a local authority requests the deployment of national shoreline equipment under 

national control because the action is beyond the capacity of the local authority after 

allowing for any mutual support arrangements with neighbouring authorities. 

If it is not considered necessary to mount a national (Tier 3) response, the IRCG may in any 

case assist by deploying resources from the national stockpile to support the harbour 

authorities’ Tier 2 responders, or local authorities. Section 6 provides a sample form whereby 

a request can be made to release equipment form the national stockpile. 

When a Tier 3 response is initiated, the incident is also likely to be declared a major 

emergency, defined in Section 1.5 of the Framework for Major Emergency Management 

(MEM) as: 
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“ A Major Emergency is any event which, usually with little or no warning, causes or threatens 

death or injury, serious disruption of essential services or damage to property, the 

environment or infrastructure beyond the normal capabilities of the principal emergency 

services in the area in which the event occurs, and requires the activation of specific 

additional procedures and the mobilisation of additional resources to ensure an effective, 

co-ordinated response.” 
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5 NOTIFICATIONS 

5.1 IRCG ACTIONS 
In the event of national (Tier 3) response initiation, the Maritime Response Team (MRT) will 

be established at Marine Emergency Room (MER) within the National Marine Operations 

Centre (NMOC). 

The IRCG will, as soon as possible, consider taking the following actions which is likely to 

involve the deployment of national IRCG resources and personnel:   

 Ordering aerial surveillance of the incident with an experienced or trained observer if 

possible. 

 Arranging for inspection of the ship by an appropriate, qualified person or team.  This 

may be carried out as part of the assessment carried out prior to a salvage operation 

but give rise to information important for pollution response. 

 Putting on stand-by or deploying:  

o Dispersant spraying from aircraft or ships. 

o Oil containment and recovery equipment. 

 Establishing the availability of suitable towing vessels. 

 Establishing the availability of salvage and lightering ships.  

 Directing the ship to a Place of Refuge  

 Using statutory powers of intervention  

 Obtaining specific weather forecasts  

 Undertake fate and trajectory modelling and make initial assessment of pollution 

impact. 

 Requesting control of airspace in vicinity of the casualty, and  

 Establishing a temporary exclusion zone (TEZ) – see Section 5.2.  

5.2 TEMPORARY EXCLUSION ZONES 
Section 38 of the Maritime Safety Act 2005 (as amended by the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime 

Jurisdiction Act 2006) enables an authorised officer to declare a Temporary Exclusion Zone 

(TEZ) to ensure that Search and Rescue (SAR) and recovery operations can be conducted 

safely. The authority to issue or revoke a TEZ resides with the IRCG Director or Warranted 

Officers. The TEZ only applies to Irish Territorial Waters i.e. within 12-mile limit. 

The Direction under the Act can be designated to include the temporary prevention of or 

restriction on the navigation of vessels within a specified area or areas or the establishment 

and maintenance of a TEZ around a vessel, structure or other thing that is sunk, wrecked, 

damaged, or in distress, for the purposes of allowing directions or actions to be carried out in 

SAR and recovery operations. 

The TEZ must be revoked as soon as it is deemed to be no longer a necessity. 

5.3 NOTIFICATION OF OTHER GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS 
Where the scale and severity of a maritime incident is considered by IRCG to require broader 

national government coordination, support and communication, they may request through the 

Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, DTTAS (the Lead Government Department, 

LGD) the mobilization of the National Emergency Coordination Group (NECG). It is convened 

by the Office of Emergency Planning (OEP), Department of Defence, and is chaired by the 
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Minister or a senior official of that Department. The NECG meets at National Emergency 

Coordination Centre (NECC) in OEPs Dublin facility. 

Whether or not the NECG is convened, when a national (Tier 3) incident is initiated the IRCG 

arranges for a range of government Departments and agencies to receive situation reports. 

The key organisations who may receive reports, depending on the incident details, are shown 

in Figure 3. 

 

 

Figure 3: Key government organisations who may receive pollution situation reports 
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5.4 INTERNATIONAL NOTIFICATIONS 
IRCG may make international notifications if the marine pollution threatens to: 

 affect the interests of neighbouring countries; and/or 

 exceed national response capacity and require assistance from other countries. 

5.4.1 United Kingdom 

IRCG and Her Majesty’s Coastguard (HMCG) have an Operational Memorandum of 

Understanding to increase the effectiveness of response to search and rescue, maritime 

salvage and intervention and pollution incidents in the Irish Sea, or as appropriate, within each 

State’s zones of responsibility for search and rescue and counter pollution, that may affect 

both UK and Irish interests. 

5.4.2 European Union 

The EU Civil Protection Mechanism is also available to assist through its Emergency Response 

Coordination Centre (ERCC). ERCC could be a conduit to wider support in the case of major 

marine emergency, including the resources of the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA). 

5.4.3 Bonn Agreement 

The Bonn Agreement is the mechanism by which nine Governments of the Greater North Sea 

and its wider approaches, together with the European Union, cooperate in dealing with 

pollution by oil and other harmful substances. Support through this Agreement is likely to be 

closely coordinated with EU mechanisms. 

5.4.4 International Maritime Organization (IMO) 

The IMO can coordinate support from signatories to the OPRC Convention and OPRC-HNS 

Protocol. 

5.4.5 Oil Spill Response Limited (OSRL) 

IRCG is an Associate Member of Oil Spill Response Limited (OSRL). This provides guaranteed 

access to OSRL’s extensive response capability on a 24/7 basis. The main OSRL stockpile is 

housed in Southampton, UK. 

 

Figure 4: Bilateral and multilateral arrangements for potential support 
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6 NATIONAL EQUIPMENT REQUEST 

6.1 LOAN OF IRISH COAST GUARD POLLUTION RESPONSE EQUIPMENT 

6.1.1 Equipment borrowed 

Equipment to be borrowed or requested should be listed. 

6.1.2 Conditions 

1. The equipment remains the property of the Irish Coast Guard (IRCG), a division of the 

DTTAS, and may be recalled at any time for use elsewhere if the Department considers 

this necessary. 

2. The borrower will provide details of the delivery point and recipient and give reasonable 

notice of return to the stockpile depot. 

3. The borrower will agree to pay transportation costs to and from the stockpile depot 

unless using their own transport. 

4. The borrower will ensure that the equipment is loaded, unloaded, stored and operated by 

competent staff in accordance with the safety instruction set out in the technical 

literature supplied with the equipment or otherwise notified by the IRCG or its agents. 

5. The borrower will provide secure protection for the equipment during the loan period 

and will not loan the equipment to another party without the consent of the IRCG. 

6. The borrower will return the equipment to the stockpile depot in a condition similar to 

that in which it was received, or pay for cleaning, repairing or replacement. 

7. The borrower will insure the equipment for the IRCG against loss or damage during the 

loan period. 

8. The Department will not accept any liability for compensation for injuries or damage, 

which may occur as a result of the loan when the equipment is outside the control of the 

IRCG or its agents. 

9. Equipment dispatched from stores will be subject to standby or in use hire rates, as 

detailed on the Department website, and the borrower shall be liable to pay the IRCG; 

a) such fee as may have been agreed in writing between the borrower and the IRCG or 

its agents prior to such use: or 

b) if (a) above does not apply, such fee as may be notified in writing to the borrower by 

the IRCG or its agents at any time prior to, during or after such use. 

6.1.3 Borrower’s details 

The borrower’s name, designation, organisation and contacts details should be provided. The 

above terms and conditions must be accepted, documentation signed, dated and sent to 

IRCG. 
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Controlled document: This is a controlled document. Approval of 

reviews and amendments is by the Preparedness, 

Response and Planning Section of the Irish Coast 

Guard. 

Feedback: If you have feedback about this document, send 

it to IRCGDIVISION@dttas.gov.ie, so it can be 

considered at the next review of this plan. 

Disclaimer: While all care and diligence have been used in 

extracting, analysing, and compiling this 

information, the Irish Coast Guard gives no 

warranty that the information provided is 

without error.  

Published in 2020 

Irish Coast Guard 

Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport 

Leeson Lane 

Dublin 

D02 TR60. 

This document is also available on our website: 

http://www.dttas.ie/maritime/english/irish-coast-guard-ircg 
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