
 

 

Government of Ireland - Just Transition Fund (JTF) 2020 

Clarification 1: Issued 26th June 2020 

Please note that in some cases queries have been altered to protect the identity of the individual or 

to protect commercial sensitivity, and multiple queries may have been separated into individual 

queries.  The information provided in the below clarifications forms part of the Information Booklet 

and should be interpreted alongside the Fund criteria as set out and taken into account when 

preparing project proposals.  

Section 2: Fund Objective and Priorities 

1. If a project meets some of the needs of more than one Priority, how is this demonstrated? 

For example, if the box is ticked for Priority 1, but the study also addresses needs of 

Priority 3, will this be considered? 

It is accepted that projects may address the needs of more than one priority. Nonetheless, in order 

to assist with the grouping of projects for evaluation purposes and to ensure that, where possible, at 

least 20% of total funding allocated goes to each of the three project priorities, applicants must 

select what they consider to be the primary priority addressed by their proposal.  

2. There is a capital and a training element to our application as registered initially. Therefore 

we wish to apply for support under Priority 1 and Priority 2.  Should we apply for both in 

the one application? 

Capital funding can be provided through any of the three project priorities.  Each project application 

submitted must select which priority it is most targeted at.   

3. Some of the training relates to people who will re-skilled in X skills in phase 1 of the 

project - should they go separately in an application in light of query number 2? 

It is not the case that projects should be submitted as separate applications because they have 

different project priorities.  Each project must be submitted in one project application and in keeping 

with the process used for START – MRTT Stage 1 and provide the START – MRTT project ID.  Note 

that projects which have already commenced are not eligible for funding.  

Section 3: Project Phases 

4. Can the lead applicant change from Stage 1 to this application?  

 

Yes, the lead applicant may change from Stage 1 to the JTF application. The lead applicant must be a 

legal entity, the project must be the same project as from Stage 1 and use the START – MRTT project 

ID, and the project proposal must meet all the requirements as set out in the Information Booklet 

and the clarification provided through this Q&A process.  
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5. If a Local Authority was to be a lead applicant on behalf of a joint application from a 

number of Local Authorities, will the joint project still have to be considered by the lead 

applicant in order of importance or in their top 3? 

As per p.13 in the Information Booklet, there is no limit to the number of applications a Local 

Authority can be a lead applicant on but if a Local Authority is submitting more than three proposals 

it must rank each proposal in order of importance in the Application Form.  For clarity, where a Local 

Authority is lead applicant on more than three applications, it must rank all of the submitted 

applications, including the first three, with a 1 indicating the most preferred etc.  

6. Is it possible to find a logical split and submit more than one study under the same MRTT 

project number, or is only one submission allowed against that project number? 

Only one submission is allowed against each project submitted under Stage 1 START process.  

Projects cannot be split into sub-projects for the JTF against one START – MRTT application.  

7. Can an applicant make three applications for funding different parts of the same 

programme? 

The application made to the JTF must be consistent with the MRTT- START process i.e. if one 

application was made to START (and one ID Number), only one application can be made to the JTF.  

As per p.13 of the Information Booklet, each project must be submitted using a separate application 

form, however, an individual application may include several linked components. 

8. My understanding is that there are some synergistic elements to applications which have 

been submitted. Will there be any attempts to carry out redefinition, co-ordination of any 

projects between now and the submission deadline? This is an important consideration, as 

it could reduce overall costs and promote co-operation between applicants. 

As stated in the Information Booklet, lead applicants may be referred back to the MRTT - START 

process if they have been unsuccessful in JTF to receive assistance in further developing project 

ideas, capacity building and preparing future project proposals. The redefinition/coordination 

process is integral to the MRTT – START process. Submitting an application to the MRTT - START 

process was the first stage in the JTF process.  Over the coming months, the START and MRTT teams 

will review the proposals submitted to them to identify which require further support to make them 

viable contenders for funding when available, either in the short or longer term.  They will provide 

assistance in linking unsuccessful projects with other projects to develop more viable, strategic 

proposals, and help to identify other funding options.   

 

9. Will there be a tender process for the Midlands Energy Hub study, so the scope of that 

study can be understood?  Will the terms of reference for the Midlands Energy Hub study 

be made available so the additionality of a submitted project can be clearly 

demonstrated? 

 

The Government’s response to the first progress report of the Just Transition Commissioner 

indicated that the Department and ESB will commission a study to examine the potential for using 
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the existing infrastructure in the West Offaly and Lough Ree power plants as an Energy Hub in the 

Midlands - see here for more information. This will be a separate process to this call. 

10. Is any one-to-one consultation over zoom/teams etc. or phone possible ahead of the 

submission? 

Unfortunately this is not possible.  The Department can respond to questions submitted through this 

process.   

11. If a submission is made in July, what is the earliest a letter of offer will be made? Will 

letters of offer be held back until all submissions are assessed? 

It is anticipated that the evaluation process will be completed by mid-August, subject to the number 

of funding applications received (Stage 3).  The Evaluation Team will make recommendations on the 

projects to be offered support to the Minister of Communications, Climate Action and Environment, 

for his/her approval.    Stage 4 will then apply whereby each lead applicant will be notified of the 

outcome of their application as soon as possible following the completion of the evaluation process.  

If a lead applicant has been successful in their application, they will be granted a provisional offer 

and will then engage in a validation (Request for Information) process with the Department.  This 

process is expected to take a number of weeks following completion of the evaluation process.  It is 

not possible to give a more specific date for Letter of Offer at this stage. 

12. With regard to timelines and implementation, what is the expected announcement date 

for successful projects? 

Please see response to Q11 above.  

13. The stage 1 submission process referred to applications for projects and programmes. The 

stage 2 makes no reference to programmes. Will programmes be eligible in this call? 

The objective of the Just Transition Fund is to fund projects that contribute to the economic, social 

and environmental sustainability of regions which are most affected by the transition away from 

fossil fuels or greenhouse-gas-intensive industrial processes.  Programmes, which are considered to 

consist of groups of projects managed together, will not, in principle, be funded due to limitations on 

available funding. However, an individual application may include several linked components.  The 

application must be consistent with the MRTT- START process i.e. if one application was made to 

START (and one ID Number), only one application can be made to the JTF. Applicants must satisfy 

themselves that they meet all of the criteria contained in the call Information Booklet. 

Section 4: Eligibility 

14. Does the fact I am a Sole Trader exclude my application?  

Sole traders can apply to the JTF as long as the criteria set out in the Information Booklet are met 

including having legal status, having in place the required insurances, financial strength, financial 

governance conditions etc.   

https://www.dccae.gov.ie/documents/Initial_Government_Response_to_the_Just_Transition_Progress_Report.pdf
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15. Are building costs for a new facility eligible? 

As per Section 4.2 of the Information Booklet, capital costs that are relevant to the fund objective 

and priorities are eligible and this includes extending, refurbishing, upgrading a derelict/recently 

vacated premises to support their use in a related activity.  The building of a new facility is not 

considered to be an eligible cost.  All submitted projects should seek to utilise the available 

infrastructure in the Wider Midlands Region, in keeping with the circular economy ethos.   

16. Are social enterprise projects eligible for grant aid under the JTF?  

Social enterprise projects are eligible for grant aid under the JTF.  As stated, public, private and 

community and voluntary organisations can apply, which includes social enterprises. 

17. Can purchase of an asset i.e. land or building that is considered integral to a project be 

considered as these will obviously have an economic life outside of the period of the 

project? 

As stated in Section 4.3, the purchase of land or buildings are not eligible costs for JT funding, even 

where these are considered integral to a project and will have an economic life outsider the period 

of the project etc.  

Section 5: Terms and Conditions 

18. Section 5.3 refers to a list of projects that form the Just Transition Plan which are not 

eligible for funding. Is there a full list available? 

A number of actions have either commenced or are proposed in response to the recommendations 

set out of the first progress report of the Just Transition Commissioner.  These include the Midlands 

Retrofitting Scheme, NPWS Bog Rehabilitation Programme, a Centre for Climate Change and Just 

Transition, Study on Energy Hub on the Midlands, and the installation of Electric Vehicle charging 

points. Interested parties should refer to the Government’s Initial Response to the Just Transition 

Progress report, see here for more information. As these initiatives are already being implemented 

with public funding or are under development, it is not anticipated that they will be funded from this 

call. Separate projects which spin off from these key projects and which can demonstrate 

‘additionality’ may, however, be eligible e.g. a reskilling programme for home retrofitting and home 

energy auditing. 

19. Does lack of 15% match funding exclude my application? 

15% match funding is required for all project applications.  As set out in Section 5.2, all projects must 

include a minimum of 15% match funding from other sources i.e. the JTF will provide support up to a 

maximum of 85% of the project costs (subject to state-aid rules). 

20. You are seeking 15% from proposers. Please advise how a University is to be able to 

provide this.  

As per Section 5.2, all projects must include a minimum of 15% match funding from other sources 

i.e. the JTF will provide support up to a maximum of 85% of the project costs (subject to state-aid 

https://www.dccae.gov.ie/documents/Initial_Government_Response_to_the_Just_Transition_Progress_Report.pdf
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rules).   Match funding may be in the form of a combination of other Exchequer-funded schemes 

and/or State-sector expenditure, Local Authority investment and/or land, EU funding sources, 

community investment, philanthropic contributions, private-sector investment, or other asset 

contributions.  A requirement for match funding is standard when allocating public funding and is 

designed to ensure a degree of risk sharing and commitment to the project.  It is the responsibility of 

project partners to identify match funding sources. 

21. For match funding can further information be made available as to what would qualify? 

For example, if the company contributed a % of the salary costs for the study, would this 

be qualifying funding? 

Section 5.2 sets out what is eligible under match funding.  Match funding may be in the form of a 

combination of other Exchequer-funded schemes and/or State-sector expenditure, Local Authority 

investment and/or land, EU funding sources, community investment, philanthropic contributions, 

private-sector investment, or other asset contributions.  A contribution to match funding through a 

proportion of the salary costs for a project (contribution in kind) would not qualify.  

22. Can the 15% part of funding that lies in our remit be allocated manhours? 

Please see response to Q21 above. 

23. Can match funding be provided by matching own staff time to the project? 
 
Please see response to Q21 above.  
 

24. Is there a requirement for the lead applicant to be in operation for 3 years or can it be a 

special purpose vehicle for the delivery of the project? 

Projects must be completed within three years of receiving funding and no later than 31st December 

2023.  The lead applicant must be in operation for the duration of the project and must have legal 

status.   Should a lead applicant propose to establish a special purpose company (SPC) to undertake 

the project, the Department may require at its sole and absolute discretion that the controlling 

entity provides a parent company guarantee in respect of the SPC's obligations under the Funding 

Agreement in favour of the Minister.   

25. Does current lack of Insurance exclude my application? 

Insurance is a condition of the JTF.  The Lead Applicant must, for the duration of the project, hold 

the following types and amounts of insurance and confirm as such in the Application Form: 

Employers Liability - €12.7m, Public Liability - €6.5m.  These do not need to be in place currently but 

must be in place prior to the commencement of the project and for the duration of the project and 

evidence will be required to show this.  

26. If external funding is secured is it correct to say a feasibility study can be in excess of 

€100,000 total costs (i.e. up to €100,000 of Just Transition Fund contribution and an 

additional amount of external funding)? 
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As stated on p.17 of the Information Booklet, there is no restriction on the proportion of an overall 

project cost that can be requested through the JTF, subject to state aid rules, match-funding rules 

and the need to avoid double funding.  This means that in the example given above, the feasibility 

study could be in excess of €100,000; however the JTF will only provide a maximum of €85,000, 

subject to state aid rules.  

27. Our proposed capital project has already received an offer of funding from X organisation 

of X euros. The organisation providing the funding is a public body.  Can you confirm if this 

grant offer can be represented as part of the promoter's 15 per cent matching funding in 

our application? 

Yes, this would appear to be eligible as match funding. Note that overall funding is subject to state 

aid rules, match-funding rules and the need to avoid double funding, as well as meeting the 

eligibility and terms and conditions set out in the Information Booklet.  Match funding sources and 

amounts must be entered into the application form (7.3). Applicants are not required to provide 

supporting documentary evidence for match funding at application stage but if successful they will 

be required to provide this information (including evidence of funding approvals and terms) at 

Funding Agreement signing stage. 

28. The Information Booklet states that “Applicants are not required to provide supporting 

documentary evidence for match funding but if successful they will be required to provide 

this information (including evidence of funding approvals and terms) at Funding 

Agreement signing stage.” If, for example, it is most appropriate to source match funding 

from bodies such as SEAI, Enterprise Ireland etc. and the schemes by which funding could 

be provided are not open for applications, how will this be considered in assessments? 

Example: Disruptive Technologies Innovation Fund and SEAI National Energy R&D funds 

are not open for calls at time of writing 

It is the responsibility of project applicants to ensure the required match funding has been secured 

and will be in place and that this can be evidenced in the event that the Lead Applicant is made a 

provisional offer.  

29. Will any assistance be provided in directing applicants to other sources of external funding 

in advance of submission? 

No assistance will be given to direct applicants to other sources of external funding in advance of 

making submissions. This is the responsibility of applicants.  

30. Our project is in two phases.  We have clearly started and nearly completed phase 1 

(project a) but the financial costings are clearly impacting on Project B (phase 2).  Do we 

leave all Phase 1 costs and details in the new application or do we remove those costs and 

proceed only with just the building, running, labour and equipment costs that are the 

subject of the application for funds? 

As stated in Section 5.8 of the Information Booklet, expenditure is only eligible where it is incurred 

within the start/end dates of the project as per the Letter of Offer and work must not have already 
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commenced on the project.  If a phase of your project is nearly completed, it will not be eligible to 

receive funds under the JTF.  

31. We are looking at the possibility of appointing both a project manager who will be 

responsible for the project delivery and a business development manager. The project 

manager will clearly have a role in phase 1 and 2 of the project. Are both costs covered by 

the grant aid from JTP? Is there a recommended salary scale set out for such a grant-aided 

position?  The same query re; the business development manager - is there a 

recommended salary scale? 

There is no recommended salary scale through the JTF.  It is the responsibility of the employer to 

ensure that salary scales comply with any pre-existing pay scales should these apply e.g. public 

sector.  As stated, where work on a project has already commenced, funding cannot be claimed 

through the JTF to support that project.   

32. Are successful programmes eligible for future rounds of funding in the JTF? 

As stated in 5.1, funding allocated through this call is only guaranteed for 2020 (and outstanding 

instalments in 2021, 2022 and 2023). Beyond this allocation the Department makes no 

commitments to allocate future just transition funding and there is no commitment to a future JTF 

call at this moment.  Where a project is successful in receiving funds through the 2020 call, this will 

not restrict applications to future JTF funding calls.  

33. Can the application be used for a programme which will develop a future sustainable 

energy community masterplan? 

A project that contributes to a future sustainable energy community masterplan would appear to be 

eligible, subject to the specifics of the application and meeting the eligibility criteria and conditions 

and Fund objective. This may be best suited as a Priority 3 project, developing local transition plans 

and proposals.  

34. Can the funding be used for environmental studies as part of a future planning 

application? 

This may be eligible, subject to the specifics of the application and meeting the eligibility criteria and 

conditions and meeting the Fund objective.   Funding can be used to support projects which are at 

pre-initiation/concept stage and which require funding to carry out feasibility studies or prepare a 

business test case etc. It can also be used to support the development of applications and plans for 

larger scale national/EU funding which is linked to the JTF objective and priorities.  Note that the 

maximum funding award for a feasibility project is €100,000, subject to match funding rules and 

state aid requirements.  

35. Can the funding be used for planning purposes? 

JTF funding may support costs associated with planning permission processes that is part of a project 

under project development costs, subject to the specifics of the application and meeting the 

eligibility criteria and conditions and the Fund objective etc.   Please also refer to response to Q15.  
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36. Can the funding be used for marketing of a concept related to the wider Midlands? 

This may be eligible, subject to the specifics of the application and meeting the eligibility criteria and 

conditions and the Fund objective etc.   

Section 6: Evaluation Criteria/Application Form 

37. Some sections in the application form request a word count that the field in the form 

cannot fully display. If this is the case, can it be confirmed that any content that is not 

displayed in a hard copy version of the form will be reviewed by the team and considered? 

Text can be freely entered into the text boxes.  Any content that is not immediately visible in the text 

boxes (i.e. you have to scroll down) will be reviewed by the team and taken into account up to the 

maximum word limit.  

38. Will Section 7.5 be provided in excel format? If says to add rows as required, but this is not 

possible in the file format presented. 

We will make an Excel spreadsheet available for Section 7 that allows for this information to be 

entered into the spreadsheet rather than the PDF application form if lead applicants so wish.  

However, they must select either the PDF or the Excel format and fully complete one – evaluators 

will not review across both document types.  The Excel spreadsheet will be made available early next 

week.   

39. Can you clarify the purpose of option 3 under section 3.3 of the information booklet? 

Option 3 allows the applicant to fully complete all sections in the JTF Application Form and this alone 

is used for evaluation.  This approach may be used, for example, where in considering the evaluation 

criteria, applicants wish to re-draft their application in order to better respond to the criteria.  It is 

important to note that regardless of which option is chosen, the onus is on applicants to ensure 

high-quality submissions which respond to the evaluation criteria and all applications will be 

evaluated against the evaluation criteria provided in Section 6. 

40. This is a not-for-profit community and voluntary group applying to set up a CSP based 

social enterprise to help create jobs for the unemployed. Can we therefore use the 

information relevant to the CSP in the financial aspects to be covered in Section 7 of the 

application form? 

You must complete Section 7 with the relevant financial information to support the project seeking 

funding.  

 

  

 

 


