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National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET) 

Covid-19 Subgroup on Vulnerable People 

Meeting 10 (videoconference) 

 

Note of Meeting and Actions Arising 

 

 

Meeting Date: Wednesday 3
rd

 June 2020, 11.00am  

Location: Department of Health, Miesian Plaza, Room 4.28 

 
In attendance: 

Department of Health: 

Dr. Kathleen Mac Lellan (Chair) (Apologies) 

Ms. Sarah Cooney, Older Persons Project Unit (Acting Chair) 

Ms Dairearca Ní Néill, Mental Health/Social Inclusion Unit 

Mr. Jim Walsh, Drugs Policy and Social Inclusion Unit 

Ms Berneen Laycock, Chief Nurses Office 

Ms. Clare Lewis, Deputy Chief Nursing Officer  

Mr David Maguire, Mental Health Unit 

Ms. Eilis Murray, Communications Unit 

Ms. Sheila Caulfield, Communications Unit 

Ms. Niamh Richardson, Secretariat, NPHET Vulnerable People Subgroup 

Mr. Dave O’Connor, Secretariat, NPHET Vulnerable People Subgroup 

 

Health Service Executive:  

Dr. Caitriona Mc Carthy, National Cancer Control Programme 

Mr. Jim Ryan, HSE Head of Operations Mental Health (Apologies) 

Ms. Margaret Fitzgerald, Public Health Specialist 

 

Department of Education and Skills: Mr. Terry Reynolds 

Department of Finance: Ms. Klare Havelin 

Department of Public Expenditure & Reform: Ms Mairead Emerson (Apologies) 

Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government: Mr. David Kelly,  

Department of Justice and Equality: Ms. Carol Baxter, Mr Michael Kirrane, Mr John Devlin  

Department of Rural and Community Development: Ms. Bairbre Nic Aongusa (Apologies) 

Department of Children and Youth Affairs: Mr. Albert O’Donoghue 

Department of Defence: Mr. David Buckley 

 

Disability Federation of Ireland/National Federation of Voluntary Bodies/ Not for Profit Association: 

Dr. Joanne McCarthy, Disability Federation of Ireland   

Alone: Mr. Séan Moynihan 

Dublin Region Homeless Executive: Ms. Eileen Gleeson 

Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) Support Ireland: Ms Joan Johnston 

Public Representative: Ms. Brigid Doherty 

Health Information and Quality Authority: Ms Susan Cliffe, (Apologies) Ms Mary Dunnion 

Mental Health Commission: Ms Rosemary Smyth 

 

 
1. Welcome  
The Chair welcomed the members and thanked everyone for their ongoing work and commitment in 

the response to COVID-19 and as part of this sub-group.  

 

 



Page 2 of 4 
 

2. Conflicts of Interest Declarations 

Members were requested to advise the Secretariat of any updates to their Conflicts of Interest 

Declarations as they arose, and any outstanding Conflicts of Interest Declarations should be signed 

and returned as a matter of priority.  

 

3. Minutes from Previous Meeting  

The minutes of the previous meeting were adopted.  

 

4.  Update on cocooning guidance  

The updated the group on Phase II of the Roadmap to reopening Society and Business and the 

proposed changes for vulnerable groups such as those who are cocooning.  It was noted that current 

changes in measures in the roadmap will mean the following changes for people who are cocooning:  

 They can travel up to 20km (from 5 km). 

 They can have visitors in their homes (currently up to 4 in the Roadmap but this may 

change in line with NPHET recommendations). 

 They can go out for essential shopping and shops are asked to provide dedicated shopping 

hours. 

Within this context it was highlighted that those who are cocooning should continue to try to stay at 

home as much as possible and ensure they minimize risk as much as possible when they are making 

decisions around any visits, visiting or shopping. 

The group was informed that the Department has been working closely with colleagues in the HSE 

and HPSC to ensure that relevant public health guidance is updated and disseminated as required. 

a) Submision from DFI 

DFI outlined its submission to the subgroup, which highlights social protection policy anomalies 

which are emerging during the COVID-19 crisis, in the context of people in Ireland who are 

designated high risk. A number of these individuals and their families have been caught between 

public health advice to Cocoon and the economic need to earn money to support their family. Many of 

this group are currently claiming the Pandemic Unemployment Payment and DFI have called for this 

payment to be extended for those who cannot return to work due to their health status and public 

health guidance.  

As the substantive content of this submission was outside the remit of this group, it was agreed that 

the Secretariat would forward the paper to both the Departments of Employment Affairs and Social 

Protection, and the Department of Enterprise Business and Innovation, for their consideration. 

5. Discussion on Social Impact of COVID-19 

The meeting discussed briefly a paper from the Department of An Taoiseach, Report on the Social 

Implications of COVID-19 in Ireland: A Preliminary Assessment, which has examined aspects of 

Ireland’s experience such as issues that have arisen from lack of social interaction,  resumption of 

health services, and equality issues. The Secretariat will circulate this paper and would welcome any 

feedback on it in writing.  

 

6. Resumption of Services – updates from subgroup members 

The meeting noted that moving into PHASE 2 means some important changes for many people, 

including vulnerable people, in how they are able to go about their daily life.  
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It also places on all government departments, state agencies and other stakeholders a responsibility to 

advance their considerations to ensure planning and effective communications are in place in moving 

to PHASE 2 for the vulnerable groups and service users under their remit. The Department is aware 

through on-going communications and Senior Officials in Government that significant planning and 

progressing is underway on a cross Department basis with regard to PHASE 2. 

A number of subgroup members outlined developing plans for resumption of services; 

Department of Education and Skills – reopening of schools 

Irish Prison Service – assessing risk going forward in reopening prisons to visits and services.  

Department of Justice and Equality – risk analysis of direct provision centres and how to open up in 

line with Roadmap, while balancing public health risks and the broader health and welfare of those 

who live there.  

Tusla has produced its roadmap, aligned to the wider Government roadmap, for service resumption. 

Each phase is accompanied by a document, in Plain English, for key Tusla cohorts (e.g. child in care, 

social worker, foster family etc) outlining what the phase will bring. 

 

National Cancer Control - guidance for cancer support centres on re-opening, based on maintaining 

virtual support as much as possible, while reintroducing 1:1 face to face counselling or small group 

classes and following the national guidance.   

 

A number of issues were raised including costs to organisations in re-opening, safeguarding issues, 

and costs to carers. 

ALONE noted that older people are now looking to access healthcare services and to have their needs 

met, to start attending appointments again, and also noted that it may be useful to give some visibility 

on what is being planned, to reassure people that work is ongoing in this area. The resumption of 

services will be very important to older people, even more so as cocooning has meant some older 

people are more at risk of controlling behaviours and other forms of elder abuse.  

It was agreed that a Department of Health paper on homecare would be shared at the next meeting 

7. Communications Update – Ms Sheila Caulfield, D/Health 

Work is ongoing on the communications plan with a coordinated approach between the 

Department and HSE Communications Units. Key milestones since the last week include; 

 
Number of recent radio adverts for those who are cocooning, those whose sleep patterns are being 

disturbed, and a public awareness campaign with  National Council for the Blind (NCBI) on people 

with sight loss and social distancing for other members of the public. 

 

HSE campaign with spunout.ie using social media platforms aimed at young people addressing social 

distancing. 

 

Poster for the Roma community in accessing public services 

 

Further mental health and mental well-being resources 

 

 

Subject to NPHET and Government approval of moving to PHASE 2, the Department is developing  

public health communications resources across a number of strands (to cover various activities such 

as going to work, meeting people outside). An FAQ is also in development in advance of 8
th
 June, 

which can be further developed as queries arise.  
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A number of issues were raised including; 

 

experiences of people who are deaf, and who can’t lip-read where someone is wearing a face 

covering, 

 

experiences of people who are medically vulnerable, ensuring social distancing is respected by the 

public, 

 

the varying times allotted by retailers for shopping by vulnerable people 

 

 

It was agreed that these issues would be discussed further after the meeting, while the 

communications team would consider the issues. 

 

8. A.O.B  

 

Actions arising
1
 

 

Action 44 Secretariat to circulate DFI submission to subgroup and forward to DEASP and 

DEBI 

Action 45 Communications team to discuss issues around those cocooning and social 

distancing raised at meeting and consider further 

Action 46 Secretariat to circulate Department of Taoiseach paper, Report on the Social 

Implications of COVID-19 in Ireland: A Preliminary Assessment.  

 

                                                           
1
 actions 1-8 meeting 1, 9-14 meeting 2, 15-20 meeting 3,21-25 meeting 4,26-30 meeting 5,31-32 meeting 6, 

33-36 meeting 7, 37-42 meeting 8, 43 Meeting 9,  


