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1. Introduction:  The Chairman shared some political soundings he took during the 

week around the return of aviation industry generally.  In summary, there seemed to 

be political consensus on a view that Irish aviation is strong, makes a tremendous 

contribution to the Irish economy and is likely to weather the Covid storm better than 

other sectors.   Political leadership is highly attuned to public health risks, and the 

potential danger of importing fresh outbreaks of the virus, and whilst there was trust 

that the aviation sector would do the right thing there was still a strong sense of risk.  

In terms of insight into constituent concerns, that was summed up as seeking 

information on if people would be able to go on overseas holidays, if so when, would 

it be safe and what would happen if someone got sick overseas.  Finally, there seemed 

to be a political assessment was that it wasn’t just enough for aviation to say it was 

safe, and that health authorities needed to agree. 

 

2. Record of First Meeting:  Comments and proposed amendments to Record of first 

meeting were put forward by a number of members.  All were agreed.  Final version 

to be circulated and, subject to approval of TF members, will be published on the 

DTTaS web site. 

 

3. Draft Interim Report:  Chairman proposed to take views of TF, reflect on them over 

weekend and produce a revised report by Sunday evening.  The following points were 

made by TF Members: 

 The recovery of the industry was not about the individual viability of 

individual companies in the sector, it is about saving what the sector 

delivers to the Irish economy.  It is about securing thousands of high 

skilled and well paid jobs, it is about protecting international 

connectivity and it is about giving the sector a chance to trade its way 

out of the current crisis. 

 Key thing is not about financial bailouts.  Key thing is getting people 

back flying and therefore the immediate focus had to be on what 

actions achieve that. 

 So, rather than focus on any financial fund, focus on developing a 

more comprehensive stimulus package for aviation to support its 

recovery over the medium to long term – support routes etc. 

 Urgent action is key, because of the dramatic implications on 

employment both directly in the aviation sector and on employment in 

further sectors catalysed by aviation. 



 Reaffirm consensus that travel restrictions and 14-day isolation rule 

needed to be lifted.  Without this, all consideration of short and 

medium term measures was pointless.  People need to be allowed to 

travel and the Irish tourism sector needs to be given a chance to 

salvage what is left of the Summer. 

 Consensus that stimulating consumer demand and providing grounds 

for consumer confidence critical. Clear and consistent communication 

was required on this, and assurances to customers around bookings and 

health protocols was crucial. 

 On the Code of Practice, there was a view that airport and airlines 

should operate it on a voluntary basis – and would agree to do so – and 

there was a counterpoint that some form of independent oversight (in 

the form of the IAA) was important to provide comfort and build 

confidence in these new practices. 

 

4. Next Steps for Final Report:  Chairman proposed that TF should take no more than 

two weeks to get a final report.  In doing so, the TF needs to decide a collective view 

of priorities.  Too many recommendations would dilute them all, and therefore it 

should be a reasonably short list. Views expressed: 

 Report should be structured around what the passenger needs, what 

workers need, what airlines need and what airports need. 

 Needed to reflect a strong sense of urgency 

 Needed to focus on the short term primarily – traffic and route return - but 

nonetheless needed to have meaningful proposals for medium term 


