
Department of Communications,
Climate Action & Environment
Annual Report 
2018



2 

 

 

Table of Contents 
Department’s Mission Statement........................................................................................... 3 

Our Values ............................................................................................................................ 3 

Minister’s Foreword ............................................................................................................... 4 

Departmental Key Outputs in 2018 ..................................................................................... 11 

Communications .............................................................................................................. 11 

Broadcasting/ Postal ........................................................................................................ 12 

Environment .................................................................................................................... 13 

Climate Action and Energy .............................................................................................. 15 

Natural Resources ........................................................................................................... 18 

High Level Objective 1 - Communications ........................................................................... 21 

High Level Objective 2 - Broadcasting and Media ............................................................... 30 

High Level Objective 3 – Postal .......................................................................................... 34 

High Level Objective 4 - Environment ................................................................................. 38 

High Level Objective 5 - Climate Action and Energy ........................................................... 49 

High Level Objective 6 - Natural Resources ........................................................................ 66 

High Level Objective 7 - Governance and Operations ......................................................... 76 

Appendix A: Vote 29 - 2018 Estimates and Provisional Outturn .......................................... 83 

Appendix B: Legislation ....................................................................................................... 87 

Appendix C: Petroleum Authorisations ................................................................................ 92 

Appendix D: Bodies under the aegis of the Department ...................................................... 95 



3 

 

 

Department’s Mission Statement 
Our mission is to support economic and social progress and help the country reach 

its full potential by: 

 

 facilitating the development of communications and energy infrastructure and 

markets 

 leading the national transition to a sustainable, low-carbon, resource-efficient 

economy 

 protecting and improving our high-quality natural environment 

 ensuring the sustainable and productive use of our natural resources, and 

 promoting the development of the public and private broadcasting sectors. 

 

Our Values 
Delivery of the goals and objectives set out in the Department’s Statement of 

Strategy will be underpinned by the values set out in the Civil Service Renewal Plan: 

 

 a deep-rooted public service ethos of independence, integrity, impartiality, 

equality, fairness and respect 

 a culture of accountability, efficiency and value for money, and 

 the highest standards of professionalism, leadership and rigour. 

 
The Irish and English versions of the Annual Report are available at:  

www.dccae.gov.ie. 

http://www.dccae.gov.ie/
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Minister’s Foreword 
I welcome the publication of this Annual Report 

which sets out the activities, achievements and 

performance of the Department of Communications, 

Climate Action and Environment in 2018. At the 

outset, I wish to acknowledge and pay tribute to the 

leadership and contribution of the former Minister, 

Denis Naughten T.D., whom I succeeded in 

October 2018. 

 

My Department and its aegis bodies play a strategic role in the successful delivery of 

the Government’s Project Ireland 2040, supporting the achievement of growth that is 

compact, connected, regionally balanced and sustainable. Our work during the year 

to tackle climate disruption, decarbonise our energy and transport systems, facilitate 

deeper energy efficiency measures, deliver digital connectivity and protect our 

environment, have advanced Ireland’s transition to a sustainable, resource-efficient 

economy that delivers for all our citizens.   

Nationwide high speed broadband connectivity under the National Broadband Plan is 

a firm priority for my Department. At year end, 74% of the premises in Ireland had 

access to high speed broadband services from commercial operators, compared 

with 69% in 2017. In parallel with commercial investment, the procurement process 

for the State-led intervention progressed to its final stages during the year.  This 

significant State investment will ensure that quality coverage extends to all premises, 

and will have a transformative effect on rural Ireland, future-proofing communities for 

generations to come.  

Trust and security in digital systems are essential in today’s digital world. We 

continued during the year to strengthen capacity and capability of the National Cyber 

Security Centre and progressed the development of a new strategy to ensure the 

security of Government ICT, critical infrastructure and online services.  
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In the complex area of online safety, the first whole of Government Action Plan for 

Online Safety was launched in July 2018, followed by a public consultation on the 

regulation of social media platforms and in particular harmful online content. Work in 

this area will be a priority deliverable during 2019. 

Decarbonising the built environment is one of the most cost effective way to tackle 

climate change, while delivering significant energy savings. 2018 saw a significant 

step change in investment in energy efficiency schemes in the residential, 

commercial and public sectors. Some 400,000 homes across the country have, to 

date, received an energy efficiency upgrade, representing nearly one home in five 

across the country. Our Sustainable Energy Programme also contributes to 

improved air quality, health and business competitiveness, all of which make a real 

and positive impact on people’s lives.   

In 2018, 32% of our electricity was generated from renewable energy sources, and 

investment in further renewable generation is being incentivised. At the end of the 

year, the total amount of renewable generation connected to the grid was 3,980 MW, 

of which 3,650 MW was wind generation. In July 2018, the Government approved 

the high level design of the new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme which will 

also provide pathways and supports for communities to participate in renewable 

energy projects. Continued incentivisation of electric vehicles by my Department saw 

a doubling of the number on Irish roads to over 7,600 in 2018, further supporting the 

transition to a sustainable future.   

 

Protecting our environment and using our natural resources with care and 

responsibility is an imperative. The transition to a more circular economy, where the 

generation of waste is minimised through efforts to prevent waste, reuse, recycle and 

recover materials, is well underway. Government Departments and public bodies are 

leading the way in the reducing the generation of plastics by no longer purchasing 

single-use plastics cups, cutlery and straws for use within their offices.  
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In November 2018, the Government approved the preparation by my Department of 

a new All of Government Climate Action Plan which will set out the actions Ireland 

needs to take to be a leader in responding to climate change. The Plan will set goals 

for all key sectors including electricity, agriculture, transport, industry, buildings, 

waste management, and the public sector. It will lead to a significant step-up in 

policy ambition and delivery, to ensure that we at least meet our 2030 targets 

and get on a clear pathway to meeting our 2050 objectives. It will be updated every 

year and will also be informed by the recommendations contained in the report of the 

Oireachtas Joint Committee on Climate Action.  

 

The declaration of a climate and biodiversity emergency by the Dáil on 9 May 2019 

underlines the importance of the work currently underway to develop the new All of 

Government Climate Action Plan.  Securing early transformation will require visible 

public sector leadership across all State entities and enhanced cross-Government 

working. It will also require that every person, every home, every school, every 

community and every business is informed, engaged and mobilised to act. My 

Department will continue to build the National Dialogue on Climate Action and 

develop a comprehensive communications campaign to facilitate society-wide 

engagement and participation.  

 

I look forward to working in collaboration with my colleague Minister of State, Seán 

Canney T.D., along with staff in my Department, as well as other Government 

Departments and State entities, to successfully deliver our ambitious and challenging 

agenda.   

 
 
Richard Bruton T.D.  
Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment
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Secretary General’s Statement 

I am pleased to present the 2018 Annual Report of the 

Department of Communications, Climate Action and 

Environment. This Report is the third and final report on the 

Department’s Statement of Strategy for the period 2016 to 

2019.  

 

Delivery of a number of the strategic investment priorities identified in the National 

Development Plan, which was published in February 2018, directly involve the 

Department and its agencies.  Much of the Department’s activity and achievements 

in 2018 centred on positioning Ireland on a sustainable trajectory to achieve a low-

carbon and climate-resilient economy and society, consistent with secure energy 

supplies and competitive energy prices.   

 

The Minister delivered the third Annual Transition Statement to the Oireachtas, in 

accordance with the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015.  At 

year end, 22 of 106 committed actions to reduce emissions in electricity generation, 

the built environment, transport and agriculture, forestry and land use, during the five 

year period of the National Mitigation Plan had been completed, while a further 14 

new actions were identified for delivery in 2019.  

 

Increasing the energy efficiency of our buildings is considered to be one of the most 

cost-effective method of addressing climate change and moving to decarbonise our 

homes, businesses and public buildings.  While new building regulations mean that 

newer homes and buildings are future proofed, the Department is also ensuring that 

owners and occupants of our existing building stock are supported to bring the 

buildings in which they live and work to the highest possible energy efficiency level.  

 

2018 saw expenditure of some €106 million on the energy efficiency schemes 

operated by SEAI on behalf of the Department.  More than 21,300 homeowners, 37 

community groups and 322 businesses were supported to make sustainable and 
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energy efficient changes in their properties. This package delivered energy savings 

of 174.7 GWh, reduced CO2 emissions by 43,500 tonnes and lowered energy bills by 

some €11 million, while supporting over 3,400 jobs. Implementation of the Public 

Sector Energy Efficiency Strategy is also progressing well. Public bodies and 

Government Departments have saved over €1 billion on energy spend and avoided 

3.6 million tonnes of CO2 emissions since 2009, making them 24% more energy 

efficient by end 2017.  

Enhanced electricity interconnection and ongoing grid reinforcement is critical to 

increasing energy security and facilitating more variable electricity generation, in the 

transition to a low carbon energy future.  The National Policy Statement on Electricity 

Interconnection which aims to augment policy certainty for potential developers was 

published by the Department in July 2018. State companies continued to invest 

considerably in Ireland’s energy infrastructure throughout 2018. For instance, ESB 

invested over €1.1 billion in capital expenditure in 2018, mainly in its networks 

businesses, while EirGrid invested some €40 million in completing the Integrated 

Single Electricity Market (I-SEM) which went live on 1 October 2018.  

Seven successful projects from the first Call for Applications under the Department’s 

new Climate Action Fund were announced by the Minister in November 2018.  

These innovative climate projects will leverage significant private investment and 

span a range of sectors including transport, district heating, public lighting and 

agriculture. 

The EU’s Digital Economy and Society Index and Report published in May 2018 

shows that Ireland has improved its overall ranking to 6th place in the EU, up from 9th 

place in 2017, and is now in the highest-performing cluster of countries.  The receipt 

in September 2018 of the final tender under the National Broadband Plan State-led 

intervention marked a significant milestone, and Government approval of the 

preferred bidder was subsequently received in May 2019.  

The Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce continued, in the meantime, to 

implement measures aimed at removing barriers to commercial investment and 

improving broadband and mobile coverage.   

https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/energy/publications/Pages/National-Policy-Statement-on-Electricity-Interconnection.aspx
https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/energy/publications/Pages/National-Policy-Statement-on-Electricity-Interconnection.aspx
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Significant progress was also made on the EU Digital Single Market with the formal 

adoption of the European Electronic Communications Code during the year.  The 

Code rewrites the entire EU regulatory framework for the telecommunications sector 

with a view to laying a strong foundation for the digital economy across Europe into 

the future.  

In 2018, the Department continued its efforts to advance the protection of the 

environment with expenditure of almost €36 million from the Environment Fund, 

supporting waste prevention and enforcement initiatives, as well as increased 

environmental awareness. 200 projects were facilitated under the Department’s Anti-

Dumping Initiative to reduce incidents of illegal dumping nationally.  In addition, over 

€10 million was provided to Local Authorities in connection with remediation work on 

19 landfill sites around the country. 

Exchequer investment of over €30 million supported the protection, conservation and 

development of Ireland’s inland fisheries resource by Inland Fisheries Ireland in 

2018. The Geological Survey Ireland oversaw significant growth by its Geoscience 

Ireland business cluster, with 253 net new jobs added by members in 2018. Its 

Tellus programme achieved completion of airborne mapping of 61% of the island of 

Ireland, while the INFOMAR Programme mapped some 12,000 sq. km of Ireland’s 

marine territory. 

During the year, the Department participated in the whole of Government Brexit 

contingency planning and engaged with key players on issues ranging from the 

Single Electricity Market, secure trade in energy, broadcasting, mobile phone 

roaming, hazardous waste, as well as the actions required to maintain technical 

certification in certain sectors. The Department continues to focus on contingency 

planning in the event of a no-deal Brexit.   

 

The above examples are a subset of the Department’s achievements in 2018, made 

possible by the strong commitment and dedication of our staff and the major role 

played by the Department’s agencies and State companies in ensuring successful 

delivery of our strategic policy agenda. 
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I would also like to express my appreciation for the support which the Department 

received during 2018 from the former Minister, Deputy Denis Naughten T.D. and 

Minister of State Seán Kyne T.D.  

I look forward to working under the leadership of Minister Richard Bruton and 

Minister of State Seán Canney on delivering our new Statement of Strategy which 

covers the period 2019 to 2021. It set out a step change in our business activities 

and a strengthening of the Department’s role to secure transformation in the areas of 

communications, climate change and the environment in all its dimensions.   

 

 

Mark Griffin 
Secretary General 
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Departmental Key Outputs in 2018 

Communications 

 The competitive dialogue procurement process relating to the Government’s 

National Broadband Plan State-led intervention continued into its final stages, 

and the Final Tender submission was received by the Department in September 

2018. 

 The catalysing nature of the National Broadband Plan has driven commercial 

investment, with over €3.3 billion invested in network upgrades and enhanced 

services since 2012.  By end 2018, over 74% of the 2.3 million premises in 

Ireland had access to high-speed broadband. 

 Household broadband market penetration at end 2018 reached 1.73 million 

subscribers. Ireland’s household broadband penetration rate (fixed + mobile) at 

88% was higher than the EU28 average of 86% at the end of 2018.  

 Quarterly Progress Reports on the implementation of all actions of the Mobile 

Phone and Broadband Taskforce to address broadband and mobile phone 

coverage deficits were published throughout 2018. The second annual National 

Stakeholder Forum in October 2018 brought together stakeholders in the 

telecommunications industry to discuss issues affecting the rollout of telecoms 

infrastructure and services. 

 The National Cyber Security Centre continued to expand its size and analytical 

and incident response capacity, in the context of its increased remit under the EU 

Network and Information Security Directive, which was signed into Irish law in 

September 2018.  

 Significant progress was made on the EU Digital Single Market with the formal 

adoption of the European Electronic Communications Code during the year.  The 

Code rewrites the entire EU regulatory framework for the telecommunications 

sector with a view to laying a strong foundation for the digital economy across 

Europe into the future.  
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 Some 1,110 small businesses received funding under the Trading Online 

Voucher Scheme to develop their online trading capabilities, bringing the total 

number of businesses supported under the scheme to over 5,230. 

 In 2018, the Digital Skills for Citizens Scheme provided free, basic digital skills 

training to some 16,000 citizens who had never used the internet, removing a key 

barrier to digital adoption. 

 The Emergency Call Answering Service handled over 2 million calls in 2018, and 

continues to have one of the fastest response times in Europe.  Following a 

competitive procurement process, a new contract was signed in February 2018 

with BT Ireland, for the provision of the service. 

Broadcasting/ Postal  

 €188.5 million was contributed in 2018 through TV licence fee receipts to RTÉ to 

fund programme outputs. This enabled RTÉ to transmit 5,831 hours of home-

produced programming, with €40.3 million spent on independently produced 

television and radio programmes.  

 €32.5 million of Exchequer funding, along with TV licence fee funding of €4.3 

million, was provided to TG4 to deliver on programme commitments in 2018, 

including an average of 12.8 hours of Irish language programming per day.  

 €14.5 million in grants was provided from TV licence fee receipts to the 

Broadcasting Fund to support 60 TV projects and 229 radio projects, as well as 6 

archiving projects. 

 In 2018, eight media mergers were cleared by the Minister without conditions. 

 The Department coordinated an Open Policy Debate on Online Safety which 

informed the development of the first whole of Government Action Plan for Online 

Safety, launched by the Taoiseach in July 2018.   Work on the development of a 

new online safety regulatory framework commenced. 
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 Eircode adoption and usage continued to grow significantly among members of 

the public, businesses and the public sector. In 2018, the free online Eircode 

Finder had on average 1.4 million monthly lookups, representing 53% growth 

over 2017. 

 Eircodes are now fully integrated in Google Maps, Microsoft (Bing/Nokia Maps), 

TomTom, HERE Navigation and Garmin.  Over 1,130 business organisations and 

State agencies are using Eircodes across a wide spectrum of sectors, including 

logistics/deliveries, utilities, hotel, retail, telecommunications, insurance, financial 

services and fast food deliveries, an increase of 42% on 2017. 

 

Environment 

 In 2018, the Department continued its efforts to advance the protection of the 

environment with expenditure of almost €36 million from the Environment Fund, 

supporting waste prevention and enforcement initiatives, as well as increased 

environmental awareness.  

 Some €2 million was allocated from the Environment Fund to support 200 

projects under the Department’s Anti-Dumping Initiative to reduce incidents of 

illegal dumping nationally. Monitoring and surveillance of dumping blackspots, as 

well as the development of an integrated approach involving Local Authorities, 

communities and other State Agencies, were supported under the initiative. 

 Further multi-agency waste enforcement operations took place under the 

auspices of the enhanced waste enforcement structures of the National Waste 

Enforcement Steering Committee (which is chaired by the Department) and the 

Waste Enforcement Regional Lead Authority (WERLA) offices. 

 The Department provided funding of €884,000 to Local Authorities to conduct 

public awareness and education initiatives under the Anti-Litter and Anti-Graffiti 

Awareness Grant Schemes. It also supported 880 local environmental projects by 

communities, individuals and not-for-profit groups under the 2018 Local Agenda 

21 Scheme. 
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 Flat-rate fees for kerbside household waste collection continued to be phased out 

over the period from autumn 2017 to autumn 2018, as customers’ contracts came 

up for renewal, in line with policy commitments to encourage further waste 

prevention.  

 The Household Waste Collection Price Monitoring Group established by the 

Department to monitor prices in the market, as householders transition from flat 

fees, found that prices in the market remained relatively stable. 

 With the support of the Department, the Regional Waste Management Planning 

Offices delivered an integrated promotional strategy across all media to 

encourage the prevention of waste through waste reduction, reuse and recycling. 

Campaigns which were prominent in 2018 included Recycling List Ireland, 

Recycling Ambassadors, Reuse Month and Conscious Cup. 

 Two new producer compliance schemes to deal with the waste tyre and end-of-

life vehicles had successful first years of operation in 2017/2018.  

 EPA’s Stop Food Waste Programme provided key support to the Department’s 

Retail Action Group on Food Waste in the Supply Chain throughout the year.  In 

January 2018, 5 of Ireland’s largest retailers signed the Programme’s Food 

Waste Charter, pledging to take specific and verifiable actions to combat food 

waste. 

 The Department provided €10.25 million to Local Authorities to support 

remediation work on 19 landfill sites around the country in 2018. 

 In March 2018, Ireland ratified the Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol on 

Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, which is estimated could prevent 

approximately 0.5 degrees Celsius of global warming by the end of this century.   

 The Department transposed the National Emission Ceilings Directive (Directive 

(EU) 2284/2016), by means of the European Union (National Emission Ceilings) 

Regulations 2018.   

 EC (Environmental Noise) Regulations 2018 updated previous Regulations in this 

area and also transposed Commission Directive (EU) 2015/996 (CNOSSOS-EU) 

relating to the assessment and management of environmental noise.  
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 The first phase of the National Radon Control Strategy concluded and its key 

achievements include: 

 completion and rollout of training courses for construction workers, Local 

Authorities, public bodies, and radon contactors 

 establishment of two registration schemes for radon services, and 

 strengthened regulations requiring workplace testing in High Radon 

Areas. 

 A dedicated training event on Access to Information on the Environment (AIE) for 

public authority officials was delivered to approximately 154 attendees from 44 

public authorities in March 2018.  

 

Climate Action and Energy 

 The Minister delivered the third Annual Transition Statement to the Oireachtas, in 

accordance with the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015.  At 

year end, 22 of 106 committed actions to reduce emissions in electricity 

generation, the built environment, transport and agriculture, forestry and land 

use, during the five year period of the National Mitigation Plan had been 

completed, while a further 14 new actions were identified for delivery in 2019.  

 In November 2018, the Government approved the preparation by the Department 

of a new All of Government Climate Action Plan which will set out the actions 

Ireland needs to take to be a leader in responding to climate change. The Plan 

will set goals for all key sectors including electricity, agriculture, transport, 

industry, buildings, waste management, and the public sector. 

 During the year, two regional gatherings were hosted by the Department under 

National Dialogue on Climate Action, and it continued to support An Taisce’s 

Green Schools National Climate Change Action and Awareness Programme, 

including the flagship Climate Ambassador Programme, Climate Action 

Week, and Green Schools National Climate Expo.  
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 The Minister led Ireland’s delegation to the UNFCCC COP 24 climate conference 

in Poland in December 2018, which concluded a three-year negotiation process 

to put in place the rulebook for the 2015 Paris Agreement.  

 In 2018, Exchequer funding of €4.5 million was provided to support international 

climate action. The Department concluded a successful review by an expert UN 

team in November 2018. 

 Guidelines for preparation of both sectoral and Local Authority climate adaptation 

strategies were published by the Department to assist in efforts to address the 

challenges presented by the impacts of climate change. 

 The Department committed €10 million in funding to establish 4 Climate Action 

Regional Offices to drive action at local level.  

 During the year, the Department participated in the whole of Government Brexit 

contingency planning and engaged with key players on matters relating to 

ensuring the continuance of the Single Electricity Market (SEM), continued 

secure trade in energy, addressing broadcasting issues and mobile phone 

roaming, dealing with hazardous waste, as well as the actions required to 

maintain technical certification in certain sectors. 

 The Department was responsible for the legislative provisions under Part IV of 

the Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union (Consequential 

Provisions) Act 2019 which deals with the areas of the Single Electricity Market 

and the Fluorinated Gas Sector.  In the event of the UK exiting the European 

Union without a Withdrawal Agreement, these provisions are designed to deal 

with issues that may arise in certain circumstances.  

 The first draft of the National Energy and Climate Plan, covering 2021-2030, was 

submitted to the European Commission at the end 2018, following a preliminary 

public consultation. The final version of the Plan is due to be submitted to the 

European Commission by 31 December 2019.  

 The International Energy Agency (IEA) carried out an In-depth review of the 

Energy Policies in Ireland in 2018, and its Review Report was formally launched 

on the 15th April 2019.  
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 In 2018, 32% of our electricity was generated from renewable energy sources. At 

the end of the year, the total amount of renewable generation connected to the 

grid was 3,980 MW, of which 3,650 MW was wind generation.   

 Work on the development of a new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme 

(RESS) continued throughout the year and its high level design was approved by 

Government in July 2018. A cornerstone of the new scheme will be the provision 

of pathways and measures to ensure increased community and citizen ownership 

of, partnership in and benefit from, renewable electricity projects. 

 The Department continued to incentivise the uptake of electric vehicles and by 

end 2018, the total number of electric vehicles on Irish roads was almost 7,650, a 

doubling of the 2017 figure.  The renewable energy share in transport was 7.4% 

in 2017.  

 Capital investment in energy efficiency programmes delivered by SEAI amounted 

to €106 million in 2018, as part of the transition to low carbon built environment.   

 Some 400,000 homes across the country have, to date, received an energy 

efficiency upgrade, representing nearly one home in five across the country.  In 

2018, a total of 21,350 homes, including 6,601 homes in energy poverty, and 454 

public, private and community buildings were upgraded, at a total spend of €91 

million. This package delivered energy savings of 174.7 GWh, reduced CO2 

emissions by 43,500 tonnes and lowered energy bills by €11.2 million, while 

supporting over 3,400 jobs. 

 Implementation of the Public Sector Energy Efficiency Strategy is progressing 

well, with latest data published by SEAI showing a 24% improvement in Energy 

Efficiency by end of 2017. Public bodies and Government Departments have 

saved over €1 billion on energy spend and avoided 3.6 million tonnes of CO2 

emissions since 2009, making them 24% more energy efficient by end 2017.  

 In 2018, 6 schools received energy conservation measures under the SEAI/DES 

Schools Energy Retrofit Programme and 60 central government projects were 

undertaken under the SEAI/OPW Central Government Building Energy Retrofit 

Programme. 
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 A further 33 organisations were supported through the Excellence in Energy 

Efficient Design (EXEED) programme during 2018, with energy efficiencies in 

excess of 30% commonly being achieved. 

 265 SMEs participated in the Smart Lighting and Dairy Farm Grant support 

schemes in 2018, delivering energy savings of 17.6 GWh and 3.45 ktCO2 of 

reduced emissions. 

Natural Resources 

 Under the INFOMAR Programme to map Ireland’s marine territory, GSI mapped 

some 12,000 sq. km of shelf and inshore area, including mapping in the Irish Sea 

off Counties Wexford, Waterford and Cork.   

 GSI's Tellus programme achieved completion of airborne mapping of 61% of the 

island of Ireland, with the surveying of major blocks over Counties Tipperary, 

Limerick and West Cork in 2018.  

 GSI oversaw significant growth by its Geoscience Ireland business cluster, with 

253 net new jobs added by members in 2018. The business cluster was included 

as an exemplar case study in the 2018 Action Plan for Jobs. 

 In 2018, GSI continued to grow and expand its research programme and external 

partnerships to include new medium-term projects with Teagasc and Irish Water, 

as well as discussions with Met Eireann relating to joint work in the climate 

change and adaptation area.  

 The Department provided almost €30.5 million to Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) in 

2018 to support the protection, conservation and development of Ireland’s inland 

fisheries resource, the fish and their habitats.   

 In 2018, IFI allocated almost 173,000 man hours to safeguarding Ireland’s 

fisheries resource in its fisheries protection programme, which comprised 

planned day and night patrols, covert patrols and intelligence-led surveillance 

operations. 

 Ireland’s mining policies and administration have again been recognised in an 

international benchmark report of the Canadian-based Fraser Institute, with 

Ireland ranked Ireland 4th for Policy Perception Index among 83 jurisdictions.  



19 

 

 The active mineral exploration sector, mainly for zinc and lead, continued, with 

614 prospecting licences extant at year end. Direct investment by prospecting 

licence holders in working these licences amounted to over €18 million. 

 Indigenous production met over 60% of the State’s total natural gas demand in 

2018 (a slight reduction on 2017), as Corrib production starts to decline and the 

Kinsale and Seven Heads gas fields approach their end of life.  

 



High Level Objective 1 
Communications
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High Level Objective 1 - Communications 
To contribute to the ongoing growth and development of Irish economy and society 

by continuing to develop a stable, innovative and secure digital communications and 

services infrastructure 

The Department supports economic growth, jobs, competitiveness and social 

inclusion through a range of policies and regulation designed to facilitate a more 

digitally connected economy and society.  It is focussed on ensuring the availability 

of high quality broadband to every premises in Ireland, balanced regulation to foster 

investment and innovation, as well as protecting and empowering citizens and 

businesses in their use of digital technologies.  

National Broadband Plan 
The National Broadband Plan (NBP) reflects the Government’s ambition to ensure 

that the opportunities presented by digital transformation are available to every 

community, company and citizen in Ireland, regardless of location.  The delivery of 

high speed broadband services throughout Ireland is being achieved through a 

combination of commercial investment and a State-led intervention in areas where 

commercial investment is absent.   

The NBP has stimulated commercial telecommunications investment through policy, 

legislative and regulatory measures. The telecommunications sector has invested 

over €3.3 billion in network upgrades and enhanced services since 2012, and further 

significant investments are planned across the sector, mainly in urban areas.  Under 

the Commitment Agreement signed with the Department in April 2017, eir had, by 

year end, passed more than 225,000 premises as part of its deployment of high 

speed broadband to 300,000 predominantly rural premises in Ireland.    

At end 2018, approximately 74% of the 2.3 million premises in Ireland had access to 

high speed broadband services of at least 30mbps, compared with 69% in 2017.  
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During the year, the NBP procurement process to appoint a commercial operator to 

build, maintain and operate the broadband network in the State Intervention area 

continued into its final stages. The final bid for the NBP was received in September 

2018, and evaluation was ongoing at the end of 2018. 

The Department continued throughout 2018 to engage intensively with key 

stakeholders, including the European Commission (DG Competition and DG 

Connect), Local Authority Broadband Officers and other key Departments in relation 

to the State-led intervention.  

Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce  
The Department continued, in conjunction with the Department of Rural and 

Community Development, to focus efforts on eliminating telecommunications barriers 

nationwide, under the aegis of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce, pending 

rollout of the NBP network.  

Now in its third year of operation, the Taskforce, which is made up of officials from 

several Government Departments, agencies and the Local Government sector, has 

been addressing a total of 63 actions, since it published its final report in December 

2016.  Highlights of progress to facilitate the rollout of infrastructure and enhanced 

services include: 

 Transport Infrastructure Ireland has established almost 1,000 kilometres of 

cable ducting along our national roads and motorways, allowing telecoms 

operators to deploy infrastructure to expand their networks along the route  

 Improved engagement between planning authorities and telecommunications 

operator, including a new shared online licensing system for road works, 

making the process more efficient while retaining control of local works  

 Telecoms operators have undertaken a significant programme of investment 

and development, introducing new technologies, like wifi calling, and building 

new infrastructure in areas of most need 
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 ComReg, the communications regulator, released an online outdoor mobile 

phone coverage map, which when combined with ComReg's price 

comparison tool and mobile handset testing, supports consumers to make 

better informed decisions.  It also introduced a licensing scheme to allow the 

use of mobile phone repeaters to improve the quality of phone coverage 

indoors.  

The second Annual National Stakeholder Forum held in October 2018 informed the 

preparation of the 2018 Annual Review Report and the 2019 Work Programme 

which contains over 30 new actions.  

 

EU Digital Single Market Strategy  
2018 saw substantial progress on the EU Digital Single Market.  The landmark 

European Electronic Communications Code, which rewrites the entire regulatory 

framework for the telecommunications sector, laying a strong foundation for the 

digital economy across Europe into the future, was formally adopted.  In parallel, the 

Regulation relating to the Body of European Regulators for Electronic 

Communications (BEREC) was also agreed.  

Likewise, the Free Flow of Data Regulation, a proposal which aims to unlock the true 

value of the EU data economy for EU citizens and business, concluded.  The first 

call for applications from eligible Local Authorities under the WiFi4EU scheme to 

fund Wi-Fi hotspots in public spaces also took place in 2018.  

Work continues on the remaining EU Digital Single Market proposals, such as the 

ePrivacy Regulation, and the Department will progress transposition of the agreed 

legislation during 2019.  

Metropolitan Area Networks (MANs) 
The Department continued to oversee the Concession Agreements with enet to 

manage and operate the 88 State-owned Metropolitan Area Networks (MANs) 

throughout Ireland. An independent review of the operations of the MANs, including 

pricing of MANs products was completed during the year and published in February 

2019.   
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At the end of 2018, 85 of the fibre networks were being used by some 65 commercial 

operators, facilitating the delivery of retail broadband services mainly to large 

businesses, SMEs, public bodies and educational institutions, while also supporting 

wireless service providers to deliver broadband to residential customers.  

Emergency Call Answering Service  
The Emergency Call Answering Service (ECAS) handled 2 million calls in 2018, 

continuing to have one of the fastest response times in Europe. Following a 

competitive procurement process, a new ECAS contract was signed in February 

2018 with BT Ireland for a period of seven years to November 2025. The 

implementation stage was ongoing at the end of 2018.  

Cyber Security 
The National Cyber Security Centre continued to expand its size and analytical and 

incident response capacity, in the context of its increased remit under the EU 

Network and Information Security Directive, which was signed into Irish law in 

September 2018.  

Critical national infrastructure providers, including those in sectors such as energy, 

telecommunications and healthcare, are now obliged to take measures to better 

secure their network and information systems and to report incidents to the National 

Cyber Security Centre.  In addition, a new regulatory regime applies to Digital 

Service Providers in the areas of cloud computing providers, search engines 

providers and providers of online market places.   

During the year, the Department engaged extensively with key private and public 

sector stakeholders, as well as sectoral regulators, Government Departments and 

other EU Member States, to inform and coordinate the process of identification of 

Operators of Essential Services and Digital Service Providers. Notable progress was 

also made in strengthening bilateral co-operation among the key players in the State, 

while cross-Government governance structures have also been bolstered.   

New National Cyber Security Strategy 

Work progressed on a new National Cyber Security Strategy which will be published 

in mid 2019, following a comprehensive public consultation process.  



25 

 

The Strategy will set out how best to ensure the resilient, safe and secure operation 

of computer networks and associated infrastructure used by the State, Irish citizens 

and businesses.  It will outline the framework to protect against cyber threats, and 

ensure that awareness and best practice in cybersecurity are to the forefront.    

The new Strategy will also ensure that Ireland’s competitive economic advantage in 

the digital economy can be further developed and defended. Already, more than 

6,000 people in Ireland are employed in the Cyber Security sector and there is 

potential to exploit further opportunities presented by the presence of many data 

centric industries in the country. 

Electoral Process and Disinformation   
Improving awareness of cybersecurity across Government, industry organisations, 

academia, and civil society organisations is a key focus of the work of the National 

Cyber Security Centre.  It contributed to a number of different work areas relating to 

the cyber security of the electoral process, and participated in the Inter-departmental 

Group on security of Ireland’s Electoral Process and Disinformation, whose report 

was published in 2018.  

The Centre is also working with the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government to ensure appropriate safeguarding of the electronic aspects of the 

electoral register, and will provide input in relation to the modernisation of the voting 

registration process.   

National Digital Strategy 
The Department continued to promote digital adoption and implement initiatives 

under the National Digital Strategy in three key areas – enterprise, citizens and 

education. 

Enterprise - Trading Online 
The Department’s Trading Online Voucher Scheme, which is administered by the 31 

Local Enterprise Offices (LEO), continued to support small businesses and sole 

traders to participate in the digital economy.  During 2018, some 1,100 businesses 

were awarded vouchers to invest in developing their online trading capabilities.  



26 

 

This brings to almost 5,250 the number of businesses that have been approved for 

funding since the Scheme began in mid-2014.   

 

In addition, over 15,000 small businesses have, to date, benefitted from training, 

advice and peer-to-peer support, through participation in the information seminars 

delivered by the LEOs as part of the scheme.  

Citizen Skills & Engagement 
The Department’s Getting Citizens Online Programme is focussed on encouraging 

and empowering citizens to participate fully in a digital economy and society.  Digital 

literacy training, free of charge, continued to take place across all Counties, and is 

targeted at small business owners and farming communities, as well as people over 

45, the unemployed, persons with disabilities and disadvantaged groups.  

In 2018, over 16,000 people received digital skills training, removing a key barrier to 

digital adoption. Participants in the programme report positive impacts, including 

improved wellbeing, reduced isolation, enhanced job prospects, as well as savings in 

time and money through increased competence to use online Government services 

and make informed purchasing decisions.  

Smart Community Initiative 
The Smart Community Initiative is a new approach by the Department in 2018 to 

support communities all over Ireland to take action and be a part of the digital 

transformation.  It facilitates public, private and commercial entities, working in 

partnership with communities, to enable people to discover and experience the 

positive value of using digital technology in their daily lives.  

In addition to increasing the impact of existing initiatives and supports, the initiative, 

in combination with Local Authority Digital Strategies, has the potential to deliver 

enhanced demand stimulation for high speed broadband services in urban and rural 

communities. 
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As part of a pilot, the Minister of State, Seán Canney launched Tubbercurry as the 

first Smart Community in January 2019.  Further locations will be selected in 2019 to 

trial this initiative and build a model which can be adapted to meet the different 

needs of communities nationwide.  

School Digital Champion Programme  
The School Digital Champion programme continued to drive digital adoption and 

provide a platform for greater integration of ICT in schools through valuable project-

based learning. The Programme leverages the expertise and goodwill of industry, 

and involves targeted training for students and teachers, as well as opportunities to 

meet with leading technology companies.  

In 2018, 407 students were selected as School Digital Champions from second level 

schools throughout the country. The Department received 98 project proposals from 

67 schools, with multiple applications received from 24 schools.  

The 2018/2019 Programme expanded to encourage students to explore how they 

can apply their skills and technology to make a difference in the areas of waste 

reduction, climate change, energy efficiency and digital inclusion. 

Digital Entrepreneurship 
The Department maintained its support for a growing and vibrant digital start-up 

sector in Ireland through both the NDRC and the Digital Hub Development Agency. 

National Digital Research Centre (NDRC) 
The NDRC programme continued to fund digital innovation initiatives and facilitate 

the creation of new ventures through its investment and entrepreneurial support 

programmes. During 2018, the NDRC supported 32 ventures through its accelerator 

programmes, including 6 ventures at PorterShed in Galway and 9 at Arclabs in 

Waterford under Enterprise Ireland’s Regional Accelerator Programme.   

It also funded follow-on investment, aimed at assisting supported ventures to 

progress to the next stage of their organisational growth, while increasing the return 

to NDRC.  



28 

 

The NDRC estimates that companies in its portfolio have created more than 781 

high value full-time jobs in Ireland, along with 215 full-time jobs overseas, and have 

attracted follow-on investment of €242 million. 

Following an independent review of the policy underpinning the NDRC programme, 

the Government committed in May 2018 to continue Exchequer funding for the 

intervention which will be subject to a new procurement process in 2019. 

Digital Hub Development Agency  
The Digital Hub Development Agency continued to provide flexible office space 

solutions and supports for emerging digital enterprises at the Digital Hub cluster. 

Over 50% of its campus has been developed and there are currently nine properties 

available to let to clients.  At end 2018, 71 client companies (representing an 86% 

occupancy rate), employing 688 people, were located in the Digital Hub.  To date, 

over 375 digital companies have progressed through the enterprise cluster. 

The Digital Hub is engaged in a competitive process to redevelop a significant 

proportion of the remaining derelict properties within its portfolio.  It is expected that 

the development could result in the addition of a substantial quantum of commercial 

office capacity for the Agency, while making an important contribution to economic 

and social regeneration in the Dublin 8 area.  



High Level Objective 2 
Broadcasting and Media



30 

 

High Level Objective 2 - Broadcasting and Media 
To promote, support and protect a diverse and plural media sector, including the 

provision of high quality public service broadcasting, and a broadcasting sector 

underpinned by a proportionate and effective regulatory regime. 

Funding of Public Service Broadcasting  
Following on from the Report of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on 

Communications, Climate Action and Environment on the Future Funding of Public 

Service Broadcasting, Government approved the establishment of a Working 

Group in July 2018 to examine options for the reform of TV Licence Fee collection.   

The Broadcasting (Amendment) Bill 2017, to provide greater flexibility in how the 

Broadcasting Authority of Ireland collects the levy from broadcasters and to allow for 

the tendering of TV Licence Fee collection, was examined by the Joint Oireachtas 

Committee under Pre-Legislative Scrutiny and its report was published in March 

2018.  Detailed drafting of the Bill is at an advanced stage.  

Migration from 700 MHz Band 
The task of migrating broadcasting services from the 700MHz band continued in 

2018. RTÉ and its subsidiary, 2RN, continued to work on delivering a managed 

migration of broadcasting services in advance of the June 2020 deadline. This 

additional radio spectrum will be made available for use by the mobile broadband 

sector, providing enhanced network coverage and capacity, particularly in rural 

areas.  

 

RTÉ 
In 2018, almost €190 million was contributed through TV licence fee receipts to RTÉ 

to fund programme outputs.  RTÉ transmitted 5,831 hours of home produced 

programming and spent some €40 million on independently produced television and 

radio programmes. 

In December 2018, the Minister approved a proposal by RTÉ to extend the 

broadcast hours of RTÉ One+1 and introduce a new service RTÉ Two+1.  These 

new services were launched in February 2019. 
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The Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI) submitted the Five Year Review of 

Funding for Public Service Broadcasting to the Minister in 2018; recommendations 

will be brought to Government in 2019.  

Following a review of orchestral services commissioned by RTÉ, the Government 

agreed, in principle, in July 2018 that the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra should 

come under the remit of the National Concert Hall. An oversight group, which 

includes officials from the Department, was established to facilitate the successful 

transfer of the Orchestra.  

TG4 
Some €32.5 million of Exchequer funding and TV licence fee funding of €4.3 million 

was provided to TG4 to deliver on programme commitments in 2018, including an 

average of 12.8 hours of Irish language programming per day.  

Additional capital funding of €985,000 was provided to TG4 for programming costs 

relating to Bliain na Gaeilge.  

BAI Broadcasting Fund  
The BAI operates the Broadcasting Fund, which is allocated 7% of the net television 

licence fee proceeds, and provides funding for the Sound and Vision Scheme.  

In 2018, the BAI allocated some €14.5 million funding to support 289 radio and TV 

projects based on Irish culture and heritage, as well as 6 projects aimed at 

safeguarding valuable cultural and historical broadcasting content under the Sound 

and Vision Scheme.  

 
Media Mergers/Media Plurality  
Under the Competition Act 2002 (as amended), the Minister has statutory 

responsibility to examine proposed mergers, acquisitions and transactions between 

media businesses to determine if they are compatible with the public interest in 

protecting media plurality in Ireland.  

In 2018, eight media mergers were cleared by the Minister without conditions, 

following a Phase 1 assessment.  
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Online Safety 
An Open Policy Debate on Online Safety, coordinated by the Department, was held 

in March 2018. The event was attended by 120 stakeholders from a wide range of 

backgrounds, including NGOs, industry, parents' groups and young people. 

The debate informed the development of the first whole of Government Action Plan 

for Online Safety, which was launched by the Taoiseach in July 2018.  The safety of 

our citizens online, but especially the most vulnerable groups including our children, 

is a key priority for the Government. Implementation of the 25 Actions in the Plan by 

end 2019 is being overseen by a Sponsors’ Group, chaired by the Department of 

Education and Skills.  

In September 2018, the Department facilitated the creation of the National Advisory 

Council for Online Safety and provides the secretariat to the Council on an ongoing 

basis. The Council, chaired by Minister of State, Seán Canney is a multi-stakeholder 

forum with a broad membership drawn from key stakeholder groups, including NGOs 

and industry. The Council held 2 meetings in 2018 and agreed a work programme 

for 2019.  Its first progress report was published to coincide with Safer Internet Day 

on 5 February 2019.  

In October 2018, the Minister indicated that a new regulatory approach to online 

safety was required. A subsequent public consultation on the regulation of harmful 

online content and the transposition of the revised Audiovisual Media Services 

Directive will inform the development of a proposed approach to Online Safety 

legislation. 



High Level Objective 3 
Postal
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High Level Objective 3 – Postal 
To ensure Irish customers, both business and residential, enjoy competitively priced, 

high quality postal services on a par with the highest quality standards in key 

comparator EU economies.   

An Post 
During 2018, An Post continued to implement its transformation strategy to secure 

the medium to long term future of the company. This has seen the company split into 

two distinct business units, An Post Mails and Parcels and An Post Retail. Its parcels 

business has been redefined and re-launched based on a breakthrough labour 

agreement. The company is now offering Saturday and evening deliveries and has 

launched new product lines, such as AddressPal and ReturnsPal, embracing the 

rising trend of online shopping. 

As part of its strategy, An Post set out a renewed vision for the post office network 

which centres on the availability of new services in a modernised, revitalised 

network. The consolidated post office network consists of almost 950 post offices 

nationwide which represents the largest retail network in Ireland.   

An Post has been diversifying and growing its financial services products to include 

loans, credit cards and more foreign exchange products, as well as local banking in 

association with the major banks and a full range of State savings products.  

The support of Government in recent years, through the repeal of the price cap and 

the provision of a €30 million loan facility, in addition to cost reduction measures and 

business growth, has resulted in an improved financial outturn in 2018, with An Post 

recording a group operating profit of €30.7 million. 

Government Services 
As part of its consideration of the financial position of An Post, the Government 

agreed that further opportunities for Government business through the Post Office 

Network should be explored.  
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In September 2018, Government approved the establishment of an 

Interdepartmental Group to identify options for delivering Government services to 

citizens who do not wish to use, or are unable to use, digital services.  Where such a 

business need is identified, options for the central provision of offline services will be 

considered.  The Group will provide a report on its deliberations later in 2019. 

As a first practical step, the Digital Assist pilot initiative was launched in 10 post 

offices, aimed at assisting citizens with online Government interactions. A review of 

the initiative in 2019 will inform consideration of further services for citizens who 

remain offline. 

Postcodes 
Eircode adoption and usage continues to grow significantly among members of the 

public, businesses and the public sector since its launch in July 2015. International 

Satnav providers have integrated Eircodes within their products, including Google 

Maps, Microsoft (Bing/Nokia Maps), TomTom, HERE Navigation and Garmin, 

enabling members of the public and businesses to get directions and accurately 

locate addresses. The free online Eircode Finder has had almost 35.5 million 

lookups since its launch, with on average 1.4 million lookups per month in 2018. 

The results of a nationally representative householder face-to-face survey during 

2018 showed a high awareness rate of 96% among respondents, with 72% of 

respondents reporting that they use their Eircode.  In addition, independent research 

survey of Irish businesses by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 

showed that 84% of businesses use their Eircode.  

In 2018, over 1,130 business organisations and State agencies were using Eircodes 

within their business operations across a wide spectrum of sectors, including 

logistics/deliveries, utilities, hotel, retail, telecommunications, insurance, financial 

services, fast food deliveries, service engineers and property management. This 

represents a 42% increase when compared with 2017.    

 



36 

 

For instance, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has integrated Eircode 

searching into their online mapping, enabling the public and businesses to get 

information on air quality, noise and radon levels, along with other information 

relating to the local environment, at any address. The National Ambulance Service 

continues to equip its ambulances with systems to provide its responding crews with 

access to the Eircode of the caller and visual location data in map format. Likewise, 

Eircodes are included in text alerts to Cardiac First Responders, assisting in their 

prompt arrival at the correct location. 



High Level Objective 4 
Environment
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High Level Objective 4 - Environment 
To promote the protection of our natural environment, the health and well-being of 

our citizens and the transition to a resource-efficient circular economy in support of 

ecologically sustainable development, growth and jobs.  

Circular Economy Developments 
2018 saw final agreement on the EU’s Circular Economy legislative package relating 

to waste.  The revised legislative framework entered into force in July 2018 and 

Member States must transpose this very significant legislative package, which 

covers 6 EU Directives (Waste, Packaging, Landfill, Waste Electrical and Electronic 

Equipment, Batteries and End of Life Vehicles), by June 2020. The revised 

legislation sets clear targets for reducing waste and establishing an ambitious and 

credible long-term path for waste management and recycling. 

Key elements of the revised waste proposal include: 

 A common EU target for recycling 65% of municipal waste by 2035 

 A common EU target for recycling 70% of packaging waste by 2030 

 There are also recycling targets for specific packaging materials: 

o Paper and cardboard: 85 % 

o Ferrous metals: 80 % 

o Aluminium: 60 % 

o Glass: 75 % 

o Plastic: 55 % 

o Wood: 30 % 

 A binding landfill target to reduce landfill to maximum of 10% of municipal 

waste by 2035 

 Separate collection obligations are strengthened and extended to hazardous 

household waste (by end 2022), bio-waste (by end 2023), and textiles (by end 

2025) 

 Minimum requirements are established for extended producer responsibility 

schemes to improve their governance and cost efficiency. 
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Plastics 
In January 2018, the Department welcomed the publication of the European Union’s 

Strategy for Plastics in a Circular Economy which provides a roadmap to deal with 

the key challenges of plastic usage in our society.  

Negotiations concluded in January 2019 on the first legislative proposal which deals 

with the ten single-use plastic products and fishing gear that together account for 

70% of marine litter in Europe. The proposal includes: 
A ban on certain plastic products 

 Obligations for reducing the use of certain plastics  

 Collection rates for plastic bottles, and 

 Obligations for producers to cover the costs of waste management and 

litter clean up. 

In January 2019, the Government decided that Government Departments and public 

bodies will lead the way in reducing the generation of plastics and will no longer 

purchase single-use plastics cups, cutlery and straws for use within their offices. This 

decision recognises that the public service must demonstrate its commitment to 

sustainable development and use its influence to persuade others of changes 

required to reduce our impact on the environment. 

Education and Awareness 
Increasing public awareness to improve recyclate quality through better recycling 

practices continues to be a priority for the Department. www.mywaste.ie was 

launched in November 2018 to provide consumers with a single information resource 

on all aspects of domestic waste management in Ireland. Developed by the Regional 

Waste Management Planning Offices with support from the Department, it focuses, 

in particular, on advice for preventing waste and managing waste more responsibly 

and efficiently.   

With the support of the Department, the Regional Waste Management Planning 

Offices delivered an integrated promotional strategy across all media to encourage 

the prevention of waste through reduction, reuse and recycling. Prominent 

campaigns in 2018 included Recycling List Ireland, Recycling Ambassadors, Reuse 

Month and Conscious Cup. 

http://www.mywaste.ie/
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Waste Prevention 
In 2018, the Department continued to fund initiatives by the EPA in the areas of 

waste prevention, statistics and market surveillance activities. The EPA’s National 

Waste Prevention Programme was reviewed in 2018 to ensure that it is responding 

suitably to developments in waste prevention, particularly around the need to 

transition to a circular economy.   Initiatives delivered during the year include those 

relating to reuse, food waste, smart farming, green healthcare, green business, 

waste prevention in the local authority sector and plastics.  

Experts from the EPA’s Stop Food Waste Programme provided key support to the 

Department’s Retail Action Group on Food Waste in the Supply Chain throughout 

the year.  In January, 2018 the chief executives of 5 of Ireland’s largest retailers 

signed the Food Waste Charter, pledging to take specific and verifiable actions to 

combat food waste. 

Green Public Procurement (GPP) 
The Department has been working closely with the Office of Government 

Procurement, Local Authorities and a range of national stakeholders in order to 

progress Ireland’s GPP performance. Work has intensified via partnership in the EU 

Interreg GPP4Growth project which runs from 2017-2020. In October 2018, the 

Department hosted a 3-day visit by Interreg Europe partners to showcase examples 

of Irish green public procurement. Two national stakeholder meetings were held with 

Local Authorities and other public bodies to promote GPP. 

Household Waste Collection 
In line with the commitments set out in “A Resource Opportunity – Waste 

Management Policy”, and in the interest of encouraging further waste prevention, 

flat-rate fees for kerbside household waste collection were phased out over the 

period from autumn 2017 to autumn 2018, as customers contracts came up for 

renewal.  

The Household Waste Collection Price Monitoring Group, established by the 

Department in September 2017 to broadly monitor the market as customers 

transitioned from flat fees, met on a monthly basis during the year.   
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There are a number of different models available in the market, including various 

combinations of: service charge; charge per bin lift; charge per kilogramme of 

weight; and weight allowance. The Group has found that, in the vast majority of 

cases to date, charges have remained stable. Detailed data on the monthly price 

offerings is available on www.dccae.gov.ie and on www.mywaste.ie. 

In September 2018, the Competition and Consumer Protection Commission (CCPC) 

completed a report on the operation of the household waste collection market, and 

recommended that existing national waste management policy should be reviewed. 

Any such review will be informed by: 

 the CCPC report, including its recommendation on the potential role of an 

regulator for household waste collection 

 the ongoing work of the Price Monitoring Group, and 

 the finalisation of the European circular economy waste and plastics 

legislation framework.  

Producer Responsibility Initiatives 
Two new producer compliance schemes relating to the waste tyre and end-of-life 

vehicle sectors operated successfully during the year. The traceability of tyres 

coming onto and off the market in Ireland for the first time ensures that waste tyres 

are treated in an environmentally sound manner.  The newly extended producer 

responsibility scheme for end-of-life vehicles continued to develop, attracting new 

producer members and contracting a nationwide network of authorised treatment 

facilities.  

Waste Capacity  
The Department continued to engage with the three Regional Waste Management 

Planning Offices and other environmental regulatory bodies on the issue of 

managing residual municipal solid waste and construction and demolition waste. 

Waste management planning, including with regard to infrastructure provision, is the 

responsibility of Local Authorities under Part II of the Waste Management Act, 1996 

(as amended).  

http://www.dccae.gov.ie/
http://www.mywaste.ie/
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A Construction Waste Resource Group, comprising key stakeholders from the 

construction and demolition, as well as the waste sector, including policy, regulatory 

and industry representatives, was established by the Department in 2018.  The 

Group provides a valuable platform to discuss and monitor key issues, including the 

capacity and potential of the sector to prevent, recycle and manage such waste.  

Landfill Remediation 
The Department provided €10.25 million in support to Local Authorities to support 

remediation work on 19 sites around the country in 2018.  Most of these sites are old 

municipal landfills that operated prior to regulation and require engineering measures 

to ensure protection of air and water quality for local communities.   

Remediation work at a smaller number of significant illegal landfills was also 

supported. Approximately €1.25 million of this funding supported the clean-up of 

diesel laundering sites, the collection of waste tyres from farms and the removal of 

historic stockpiles of waste tyres by Local Authorities. 

Waste Enforcement 
Actions against illegal waste activity are a matter for the Local Authorities and the 

EPA, as appropriate, which operate in line with the legislative and policy framework 

provided by the Department.  

In 2018, further multi-Agency enforcement operations were facilitated by the National 

Waste Enforcement Steering Committee (chaired by the Department) and the Waste 

Enforcement Regional Lead Authority (WERLA) offices. Together with the 

cooperation of Local Authority Waste Enforcement personnel, a more co-ordinated 

and consistent approach to tackling waste crime in Ireland is being achieved.  
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The 2018 national waste enforcement priorities included: 

 illegal dumping, including construction and demolition waste 

 household and commercial waste management compliance 

 waste tyres, and 

 unauthorised sites of concern which require a multi-Agency response. 

 

Continued annual investment of €7.4 million in the network of 150 Local Authority 

Waste Enforcement Officers and the further development of the WERLA Offices 

underpins an enhanced response on the ground to infractions of the waste code, and 

sends a strong signal that a robust enforcement system is in place.  

Anti-Dumping Initiative  
The Department’s Anti-Dumping Initiative provides funding for projects aimed at 

reducing incidents of illegal dumping nationally. It includes support for monitoring 

and surveillance of dumping blackspots, as well as the development of an integrated 

approach involving Local Authorities, communities and other State Agencies. 

In 2018, €2 million was allocated from the Environment Fund for this programme 

which placed an increased emphasis on all actors who facilitate the unauthorised 

movement and disposal of waste. Over 200 projects received funding for activities 

including:  

 clean-up operations - removing illegal waste from across the country 

 household bulky waste initiatives – mattress/couch amnesties 

 awareness campaigns – social media campaigns & radio 

 preventative measures – installation of signage and fencing 

 surveillance operations – CCTV, drone and trail surveillance, and 

 SMART enforcement equipment and resources for Waste Enforcement 

Officers. 
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Air Quality and Noise 
During 2018, Ireland ratified the Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol on 

Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer.  

The Department also transposed Directive (EU) 2284/2016 on the reduction of 

national emissions of certain atmospheric pollutants (the NEC Directive) by means of 

the European Union (National Emission Ceilings) Regulations 2018 (S.I. 232/2018). 

In compliance with the Directive, a report on the locations of sites, and the 

parameters to be monitored at each, in relation to the new National Ecosystems 

Monitoring Network was compiled and submitted to the European Commission.  

 

In the area of noise, the Department transposed Commission Directive (EU) 

2015/996 (CNOSSOS-EU) establishing common noise assessment methods, while 

also addressing legal issues with the 2006 Environmental Noise Regulations.  It also 

supported the purchase of sound level meters to facilitate the monitoring of noise 

levels by Local Authorities, as part of their responsibilities for noise issues under the 

Environmental Noise Directive (END). 

The first phase of the National Radon Control Strategy (2014-2018) concluded, and 

key achievements of the Strategy to date include: 

 completion and rollout of training courses for construction workers, local 

authorities, public bodies, and radon contactors. 

 establishment of two registration schemes for radon services. 

 strengthened regulations requiring workplace testing in High Radon Areas 

 launch of a dedicated website, www.radon.ie, and 

 EPA’s survey to measure take-up of financial incentives for radon testing and 

remediation, the outcomes of which will inform future actions in this area. 

 

Ireland participated in a number of international fora on radiation.  It also assumed 

chairmanship of the IAEA Coastal and Shipping Dialogue which was established to 

improve communications between nuclear and non-nuclear States to enhance 

emergency preparedness measures in the event of an incident on a transport vessel.   

http://www.radon.ie/
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The Department attended the Sixth Review Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the 

Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of 

Radioactive Waste Management, held in Vienna, and made a detailed presentation 

on Irish policy and legislation in this area. 

Environment Policy and Awareness  
In 2018, the Department continued its efforts to advance the protection of the 

environment with expenditure of almost €36 million from the Environment Fund. 

Allocations from the Fund included:  

 €11 million to Local Authorities for waste enforcement initiatives  

 €9 million to the Environmental Protection Agency, including the National 

Waste Prevention Programme 

 €4 million to Met Éireann 

 €1.9 million to environmental awareness, including funding for the LA21 

Scheme, Green Schools, the Environmental Pillar and the Irish Environmental 

Network of environmental NGOs, and  

 €1.3 million to Anti-Litter Initiatives, including the Anti-Litter Awareness Grant 

Scheme, the National Spring Clean, and the PURE Initiative covering South 

County Dublin/Wicklow. 
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Litter 
The National Litter Pollution Monitoring System Report for 2017 was published in 

2018. In summary:  

 the percentage of areas deemed to be litter free (unpolluted) in 2017 was 

15.6%, an increase from 13.2% in 2016  

 63.9% of all areas surveyed were only slightly polluted, a decrease from 

65.1% in 2016  

 the percentage of areas deemed to be moderately polluted decreased to 

17.1% in 2017 from 18.0% in 2016  

 the percentage of significantly polluted areas decreased slightly by 0.3% from 

3.3% in 2016 to 3.0% in 2017, and  

 the percentage of grossly polluted areas remained stable at 0.3%.  

 
Peat Regulations  
The European Union (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Peat Extraction) 

Regulations 2019 (S.I. No. 4 of 2019) which provide a regulatory framework for large 

scale peat extraction came into effect in January 2019.  

These new regulations introduce a simpler, more effective and efficient EPA 

licensing system for the extraction of peat in respect of developments of 30 hectares 

or more, that is fully compliant with the EIA Directive and can operate seamlessly 

across Local Authority boundaries.  

Bioeconomy 
The National Policy Statement on the Bioeconomy was published by Government in 

March 2018, and aims to integrate sustainable economic development into our 

economic model, as we transition to a low carbon and circular economy.  

The Statement established the Bioeconomy Implementation Group, co-chaired by 

the Department and the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine, which is 

tasked with taking forward a number of major actions, in close collaboration with 

bioeconomy industries and other partners, and reporting back to Government within 

a year. 
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Minamata Convention on Mercury  
The European Union (Mercury) Regulations (S.I. 533 of 2018) were signed in 

December 2018 to implement the EU Mercury Regulation (EU) 2017/852 and pave 

the way for the ratification of the Minamata Convention on Mercury which was 

finalised in March 2019.  The Convention provides an international regulatory 

framework for the protection of human health and the global environment from the 

harmful effects of mercury.  Ireland attended the second meeting of the Conference 

of the Parties (COP2) to the Minamata Convention on Mercury which took place in 

November 2018 in Geneva.  

 
Chemicals Management 
Ireland is an active participant in an international chemicals governance framework 

which was established to provide for the sound management of chemicals, including 

the banning of dangerous chemicals, the transport of chemicals and the safe use and 

disposal of chemicals.  This framework includes the Rotterdam Convention on the 

Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides 

in International Trade (The Rotterdam Convention), the Stockholm Convention on 

Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs), the Strategic Approach to International 

Chemicals Management (SAICM) and most recently the Minamata Convention on 

Mercury.  

 



High Level Objective 5 
Climate Action and Energy
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High Level Objective 5 - Climate Action and Energy 
To enable the State, within EU and global frameworks, to pursue and achieve 

transition to a low-carbon, climate-resilient and environmentally sustainable 

economy, underpinned by a secure and competitive energy supply, in the period to 

2050. 

National Climate Action 

Ireland is fully committed to addressing the challenge of meeting our 2020 and 2030 

emissions reduction targets.  The 2018 Annual Transition Statement was published 

by the Minister in accordance with the provisions of the Climate Action and Low 

Carbon Development Act, 2015.  The Statement provides an overview of climate 

change mitigation and adaptation policy measures adopted across Government to 

reduce emissions of greenhouse gases and to adapt to the effects of climate 

change.  

Update reports on the implementation of the National Mitigation Plan and National 

Adaptation Framework were published alongside the Statement for the first time in 

2018.  At year end, 22 of 106 committed actions to reduce emission in electricity 

generation, the built environment, transport and agriculture, forestry and land use, 

during the five year period of the National Mitigation Plan had been completed, while 

a further 14 new actions were identified for delivery in 2019.  

Some of the key cross-Government measures taken in 2018 to support the transition 

away from carbon include: 

 The Government’s commitment to almost €22 billion funding for climate-

related investment in the new National Development Plan 

 Funding of up to €77 million announced for 7 projects under round one of the 

Department’s new Climate Action Fund, leveraging a total investment of €300 

million  

 Regulations made by the Minister to increase the rate of biofuels in the 

transport fuel mix from 8% to 10% from the start of 2019, estimated to lead to 

an additional 130,000 tonnes of CO2 emissions savings on a full year basis 
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 Teagasc produced a key report on the opportunities for cost-effective 

emissions reduction from the Irish agriculture sector. Over the next decade, 

the report sets out the potential to reduce  agricultural emissions by 18.5 

million tonnes  

 Amendments to be introduced to the Building Regulations to provide that all 

new houses will have to meet the Net Zero Energy Building standard 

 Carbon impacts to be fully reflected when costing any public project under 

proposed strengthening of the Public Spending Code 

 Establishment of 4 Climate Action Regional Offices to support Local 

Authorities in meeting their climate obligations, and  

 Ireland issued its first sovereign green bond, one of the first countries in the 

world to do so.  

All of Government Plan to address Climate Disruption 
In November 2018, the Minister received a mandate from Government to begin the 

preparation of a new All of Government Plan to bring about a step change in our 

climate ambition over the next decade, and beyond. The will set out the actions 

Ireland needs to take to be a leader in responding to climate change, and will set 

goals for all key sectors including electricity, agriculture, transport, industry, 

buildings, waste management, and the public sector.  

The All of Government Climate Plan will lead to a significant step-up in policy 

ambition and delivery, to ensure that we at least meet our 2030 targets and get on a 

clear pathway to meeting our 2050 objectives. It will be updated every year and will 

also be informed by the recommendations contained in the report of the Oireachtas 

Joint Committee on Climate Action.  It will have a strong focus on implementation, 

including actions with specific timelines and steps needed to achieve each action, 

assigning clear lines of responsibility for delivery. It will also be informed by 

successful approaches in other countries, where such approaches could be adapted 

for implementation here.  

Building awareness and societal engagement  
In 2018, the Department hosted the first in a series of regional gathering events in 

Athlone and Tralee under the Government’s National Dialogue on Climate Action. 
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The Dialogue is an inclusive process of engagement and consensus building across 

society, and seeks to create awareness and motivation to act (locally, regionally and 

nationally) in relation to the challenges presented by climate change.  

It also aims to establish, on a long term basis, appropriate networks for people to 

meet periodically to consider evidence-based inputs on the economic, social, 

behavioural, environmental and public aspects of climate and energy policy. 

The Department continued to support An Taisce to deliver its Green Schools 

National Climate Change Action and Awareness Programme, including the flagship 

Climate Ambassador Programme, Climate Action Week, and Green Schools 

National Climate Expo.  

EU and International Climate Action  
The European Union finalised its legislative framework for climate policy during 

2018. Within this framework, Ireland will be required to reduce its emissions for 

relevant sectors by 30% on 2005 levels by 2030. The policy and investment 

framework provided by the National Mitigation Plan and National Development Plan, 

together with the detailed actions in the All of Government Climate Plan will set out 

how Ireland will work towards achieving this target over the next decade.  

The Minister led Ireland’s delegation to the UNFCCC COP 24 climate conference in 

Katowice, Poland, in December 2018, which concluded a three-year negotiation 

process to put in place the rulebook for the 2015 Paris Agreement.  

 

The Department provided its Seventh National Communication, a quadrennial report 

on climate action under the UNFCCC in early 2018, and concluded a successful 

review by an expert UN team in November 2018.  

In 2018, Exchequer funding of €4.5 million was provided to support international 

climate action.  This comprised core and supplementary funding to the UNFCCC, 

and financial support for the Green Climate Fund, the Adaptation Fund, UN 

Convention to Combat Desertification, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change, as well as the NDC Partnership. 
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Responding to the impacts of climate change  
Ireland’s first statutory National Adaptation Framework (NAF) was published in 

January 2018.  Under the Framework, seven Government Departments, with 

responsibility for twelve priority sectors are required to prepare and submit sectoral 

adaptation plans to Government by end September 2019.  Local Authorities are also 

required to prepare local adaptation strategies by the same date.  

In May 2018, the Department published “Sectoral Planning Guidelines for Climate 

Change Adaptation” to provide guidance to the 12 key sectors, and in December 

2018, published “Local Authority Climate Change Adaptation Strategy Development 

Guidelines”.   

During 2018, the Department entered into a five year financial commitment of €10 

million to establish 4 Climate Action Regional Offices to drive climate action at local 

level, and worked closely with colleagues in the Local Government sector to develop 

a work programme for the Offices. 

ENERGY 

National Energy and Climate Plan  
The Department is leading the development of Ireland's first National Energy and 

Climate Plan, one of the key provisions of the Governance Regulation, agreed as 

part of the EU’s Clean Energy for all Europeans package. The Plan will set out the 

policies and measures to reach Ireland's 2030 targets, goals, and contributions to 

renewable energy and energy efficiency.  It is a consolidated plan which brings 

together energy and climate planning into a single process for the first time, outlining 

energy and climate policies in detail for the period from 2021 to 2030 and looking 

onwards to 2050.  

The Department worked closely with other Government Departments on the 

development of Ireland’s draft Plan through the structures that have been 

established to co-ordinate Government activity on climate change.  Its preparation 

was also underpinned by energy and climate modelling work already undertaken to 

complete the National Mitigation Plan and the National Development Plan.  
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Ireland’s first draft Plan was published by the Minister and submitted to the European 

Commission at the end of December 2018, following a preliminary public 

consultation.  The draft Plan highlights the urgency of the work underway in 

developing the All of Government Plan to make Ireland a leader in responding to 

climate change.  The final version of the NECP is due to be submitted to the EU by 

31 December 2019, and will be updated annually thereafter.   

International Energy Agency (IEA) In-Depth Review 
The International Energy Agency (IEA) carried out its In-depth review of the Energy 

Policies in Ireland in 2018, in the course of which it received contributions from 

across the energy spectrum, public, private and not-for-profit organisations.  

 

The IEA’s Review Report, which was formally launched in April 2019, acknowledges 

the significant change and progress made in recent years in the Irish energy sector 

since its previous review in 2012. It noted that Ireland now has the third highest 

share of wind generated electricity in the IEA, and the positive impacts of the Corrib 

natural gas project on Ireland’s energy security and dependence on gas imports.  It 

also highlights that EirGrid has managed to achieve 65% instantaneous penetration 

of wind on an isolated grid system, a significant technical achievement, while 

recognising good progress on energy efficiency.  

The Review recommends the development of concrete plans and pathways in 

respect of carbon emissions reductions, noting that Ireland's energy system is still 

heavily reliant on fossil fuels. The importance of additional electrical interconnection 

is recognised as is the importance of continuing to maintain beneficial energy 

relationships with the UK. 

The key recommendations set out in the Review are to:  

 

 give priority to improving the transparency of, and accountability for, meeting 

its emission reduction targets 

 put in place an automatic upward adjustment of the carbon tax when pre-set 

sectoral emission targets are not met 
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 take actions to improve the efficiency of the planning consent regime for 

energy infrastructure 

 develop a time-bound roadmap for decarbonising the heating sector through a 

combination of energy efficiency and fuel switching, and 

 provide continuity and longer-term certainty in energy policies. 

 

OECD Review of the Commission for Regulation of Utilities  
In February 2018, the OECD completed and launched its review of the Commission 

for the Regulation of Utilities (CRU). Overall, the OECD found that the CRU is 

acknowledged as a technically capable and professional regulator, a reputation it 

enjoys both at domestic and EU level.  

 

The OECD provided assurances that CRU oversees fully competitive electricity and 

gas markets in Ireland, as well as the all-island single electricity market, with the 

Utility Regulator in Northern Ireland.  It made a number of recommendations that will 

ensure that CRU continues to operate at the cutting edge of regulatory practice in 

the regulation of electricity and gas markets.  

 

All Island Single Electricity Market (SEM) and I-SEM  
The Integrated Single Electricity Market (I-SEM) project which implements entirely 

new wholesale electricity trading arrangements for the all-island electricity market 

went live on 1 October 2018. The suite of new wholesale market rules, including the 

establishment of new day ahead, intra-day and balancing markets, secure Ireland’s 

effective and compliant participation in the EU Internal Energy Market, whereby it is 

now market-coupled with other EU countries via Great Britain. 

 

Energy Security of Supply 
In 2018, the IEA conducted an Emergency Response Review of Ireland, and found 

that its procedures and contingencies ensured that it was well placed to deal with an 

energy emergency. The Department participated in various working groups on 

energy security of supply and in several emergency response exercises.   
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An oil emergency exercise, attended by Government Departments, key Agencies 

and the oil industry was organised by the Department in November 2018. The 

Department also participated in the IEA Emergency Response Review exercises, 

involving the coordination of an international response to a global oil emergency, 

which commenced in February 2018 and culminated in a 2 day exercise held in 

Paris. 

The Department, in its capacity as the Lead Government Department with 

responsibility for the Energy and ICT Sectors, continues to support the work of the 

Government Task Force on Emergency Planning (GTF). In 2018, the Department, as 

a member of the GTF Subgroup on Critical Infrastructure Resilience, contributed to 

the production of the Strategic Emergency Management Guidelines on Critical 

Infrastructure Resilience, published by the Office of Emergency Planning.  

Gas Networks Ireland and EirGrid, at the request of the Department, completed a 

study on Ireland’s resilience to a prolonged gas disruption, to include any potential 

impacts on the electricity system.  The study found that Ireland’s gas network is 

largely resilient to cope with a long duration gas disruption should it occur in the 

medium to long term.  However, there are options to further enhance Ireland’s 

security of gas supply, to include, inter alia, LNG. The results of the study will inform 

the formulation of future policy measures to maintain the resilience of Ireland’s gas 

and electricity networks and supply. 

Extreme Weather  
The National Emergency Coordination Group was convened in March 2018 in 

response to Storm Emma and the subsequent cold weather. At its height, Storm 

Emma left 110,000 electricity customers without power, with the cold weather also 

causing difficulties to the distribution system. The Department attended the 

Emergency Coordination Group, along with ESB Networks and EirGrid, briefing the 

Group on network issues and progress made in relation to the restoration of power to 

affected customers. 

 

 
 



56 

 

Interconnection Policy  
In July 2018, the Department published a National Policy Statement on Electricity 

Interconnection which sets out its policy position on electricity interconnection and 

outlines the many drivers and benefits of interconnection. The Statement will help to 

guide potential developers in better understanding the range of national policy 

drivers and the energy regulator, CRU, in determining its regulatory approach to 

electricity interconnection.  
 
North South Interconnector 
The North South Interconnector remains a critical piece of infrastructure for the 

island of Ireland. This project will improve security of supply and reduce electricity 

transmission costs across the all-island Single Electricity Market. 

 

The reports of two independent studies commissioned by the Department were 

considered by Government and published in October 2018. The first study to 

investigate the cost and technical feasibility of undergrounding the project 

determined that the overhead line remains the most beneficial way of meeting the 

need for enhanced power transfer capability between Ireland and Northern Ireland. 

The second study on comparative international practice in terms of compensation 

indicates that Ireland has a comparatively generous compensation regime in place. 

 

While a number of procurements in relation to the project, such as tower design, are 

currently being undertaken and managed by ESB Networks, construction is not 

expected to commence until at least early 2020.  

 
The Celtic Interconnector Project 
The Celtic Interconnector is a proposed 575km long, 700MW sub-sea electricity 

cable linking Ireland and France, at an estimated cost of €1 billion. It is jointly 

proposed by EirGrid and the French transmission system operator, RTÉ. The project 

is recognised as a project of common interest by the European Commission, 

meaning that it is an energy infrastructure project of the highest EU priority.   



57 

 

Key benefits of the interconnector include improved security and diversification of 

electricity supply, downward pressure on the cost of electricity, as well as facilitating 

the development of renewable energy. 

 

Government has been supportive of this project from its inception, recognising the 

importance of a direct electricity link to continental Europe, all the more so now in the 

context of Brexit.  Construction is expected to commence in 2021 and be completed 

by 2025/26. 

The Greenlink Interconnector 
The Greenlink Interconnector is a 170km long, 500MW interconnector to run from 

Pembroke, Wales to Great Island, Wexford and will cost some €400 million. The 

project promoter is Element Power and the project has been designated as a project 

of common interest and awarded funding under the EU’s Connecting Europe Facility. 

The Department has provided Member State approval at all stages.  

 

In October 2018, CRU determined that the Greenlink application, submitted in 

December 2017, passed the public interest test. It expects to consult on a cap and 

floor regulatory regime for the Greenlink interconnector in 2019. The interconnector 

is expected to be operational in 2023 and will have the capacity to power 325,000 

homes. 

National Smart Metering Programme 
The Smart Metering Programme is overseen by CRU and a Steering Group which 

includes representation from the Department, ESB Networks, SEAI and industry 

players. It involves the replacement of over 2 million electricity meters with new 

smart-ready meters. The Programme will facilitate the development of distributed 

and micro generation, the use of energy storage technologies and increased energy 

efficiency measures, as well as allowing consumers to become much more 

interactive in how they manage their overall energy usage.    
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During the year, CRU published various consultation papers, and strategic and 

operational planning for the project took place. ESB Networks progressed key 

preparations and IT upgrades which are required for the rollout of smart meters 

which is due to commence on a phased basis in Autumn 2019.  

Renewable Electricity  
The amount of energy from renewable sources continued to grow, and represented 

32% of all electricity generation in 2018.  At the end of the year, the total amount of 

renewable generation connected to the grid was 3,980 MW, of which 3,650 MW was 

wind generation.   

 

Work on the development of a new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) 

continued throughout 2018. The new RESS is being designed to assist Ireland in 

meeting its renewable energy contributions out to 2030. The design of the new 

scheme has been the subject of public consultation as well as an extensive 

economic appraisal which compared the cost of supporting a range of commercial 

technologies at various scales, to ensure value for money for energy users, while 

also delivering on the energy pillars of sustainability and security of supply.   

A cornerstone of the new scheme will be the provision of pathways and measures to 

ensure increased community and citizen ownership of, partnership in and benefit 

from, renewable electricity projects. It is expected that the first renewable electricity 

auction will open for registration in 2019. 

Support Scheme for Renewable Heat  
The Support Scheme for Renewable Heat (SSRH) has been developed to financially 

support the adoption of renewable heating systems by commercial, industrial, 

agricultural, district heating and other non-domestic heat users not covered by the 

EU Emissions Trading System.   
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The first phase of the scheme, an installation grant for heat pumps, opened for 

applications in September 2018.  This phase supports ground, air and water source 

electric heat pump installations, providing grant-aid of up to 30% of the installation 

cost. The second phase of the scheme will provide operational support for biomass 

boilers and anaerobic digestion heating systems. 

Biofuels 
The Biofuels Obligation Scheme requires suppliers of road transport fuels to include 

a certain percentage of sustainable biofuels across their general fuel mix. The biofuel 

obligation rate has increased from an initial level of 4% by volume in 2010 to 8% by 

volume in 2017, and this level was retained for 2018.  A total of c.220 million litres of 

biofuels were placed on the Irish road transport market in 2017 and 2018. 

 

A Policy Statement on the Biofuels Obligation Scheme was published in April 2018. 

In May 2018, the Minister signed a Statutory Instrument to increase the rate to 10% 

by volume from January 1st 2019.  A further Statutory Instrument, signed by the 

Minister in February 2019, to increase the rate to 11% by volume will come into 

effect from January 1st 2020. The increased obligation from the previous rate of 8% 

to 11% in 2020 is expected to lead to over 70 million litres of fossil fuel being 

replaced with biofuel, in turn reducing Ireland's emissions by almost 200,000 tonnes 

of CO2 each year. 

Low Emissions Vehicle Taskforce/Electric Vehicles  
The Low Emissions Vehicle Taskforce, which is co-chaired by the Department and 

the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, completed Phase 1 of its work, 

which focused on electric vehicles, and published a progress report in September 

2018. A comprehensive suite of measures is available to EV drivers, including 

purchase grants, home charger grants, an accelerated capital allowance scheme, 

0% BIK, low motor tax, a grant scheme for electric small public service vehicles, as 

well as a toll incentive scheme.   
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Exchequer funding of over €10 million was provided in 2018 for EV purchase and EV 

home charger grant schemes which are administered by SEAI on behalf of the 

Department. By the end of 2018, the total number of EVs on Irish roads was almost 

7,650 which is a doubling of the figure of 3,800 from 2017.  The renewable energy 

share in transport was 7.4% in 2017.  

The second phase of the Taskforce is underway. This phase is focusing on all other 

low emission vehicles (i.e. non electric vehicles). It is also examining building 

regulations and planning guidelines to facilitate charging and re-fuelling 

infrastructure.  

 

Climate Action Fund 

The Climate Action Fund is one of the four funds established under the National 

Development Plan 2018-2027 as part of Project Ireland 2040.  This Department has 

responsibility for implementing the Fund, which will have an allocation of at least 

€500 million over the period to 2027.  It will support initiatives that contribute to the 

achievement of Ireland’s climate and energy targets.   

 

The first Call for Applications under the Fund was announced in July 2018, and will 

provide grant funding to larger scale projects in excess of €1m which are scheduled 

to commence development in 2019 or 2020. In November 2018, the Government 

announced the 7 projects, spanning a range of sectors including transport, district 

heating, public lighting and agriculture, which will undergo detailed examination 

under the validation stage of the process. Only projects deemed to qualify at this 

stage will progress to be supported by the Climate Action Fund. 
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Better Energy Programme  
The Better Energy Programme is operated on behalf of the Department by the 

Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) to provide grants to householders, 

communities and people at risk of energy poverty to make energy efficiency 

improvements. In 2018, some €91 million capital funding was spent under the 

programme:  

 

 14,238 homes received grant aid under the Better Energy Homes Scheme 

resulting in 31,721 energy efficiency measures being carried out, at a cost of 

c. €19 million  

 5,255 homes received free upgrades under the Better Energy Warmer Homes 

Scheme, at a cost of c. €35 million  

 37 projects were completed under the Better Energy Communities 

Programme, delivering energy upgrades to 1,189 homes and 454 public, 

private and community buildings, at a cost of €20 million  

 455 homes were completed under the Warmth and Wellbeing Pilot Scheme, 

at a cost of c. €12 million 

 214 homes completed under the Deep Retrofit Pilot Scheme at a cost of some 

€5 million. The pilot scheme is providing key insights into solutions to the 

technical and economic challenges of deep retrofit works, and highlighting 

important practical advice and support for homeowners. 

 93,821 BERs were published. 

 

This package delivered energy savings of 174.7 GWh, reduced CO2 emissions by 

43,500 tonnes and lowered energy bills by €11.2 million, while supporting over 3,400 

jobs. 

 
Energy Poverty 
The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme remains the Government‘s primary 

energy efficiency support for those in energy poverty, with 100% grants available to 

people on lower incomes and in receipt of certain welfare payments.  
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The scheme was expanded in 2018 to include all types of wall insulation, while the 

eligibility criteria were broadened to include families in receipt of the Domiciliary Care 

Allowance and the Carer’s Allowance. 

 

The Warmth and Wellbeing pilot Scheme is also targeted at people on lower 

incomes, with free upgrades available. The scheme provides deep energy efficiency 

upgrades to people suffering from acute respiratory conditions and living in poor 

quality homes.  By end of 2018, €20 million has been spent on upgrading nearly 

1,000 homes.  An independent analysis of the health and wellbeing impacts is being 

carried out by the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, in collaboration 

with the HSE. Interim findings will be available in 2019 which will inform decisions on 

the future of the scheme. 

 

Public Sector Energy Efficiency  
The public sector has an ambitious target to improve its energy efficiency by 33% by 

2020, in accordance with the Government’s Public Sector Energy Efficiency 

Strategy.  Public bodies and Government Departments have saved over €1 billion on 

energy spend and avoided 3.6 million tonnes of CO2 emissions since 2009, making 

them 24% more energy efficient by end 2017.  

 

In 2018, 6 schools received energy conservation measures such as fabric, heating 

and electrical upgrades under the SEAI/DES Schools Energy Retrofit Programme. In 

addition, 60 central government projects, primarily involving mechanical and 

electrical energy conservation measures, were undertaken under the SEAI/OPW 

Central Government Building Energy Retrofit Programme. These Programmes are 

continuing to inform and refine a scalable replicable model for the delivery of ongoing 

and future upgrades across the public sector building stock to help deliver on the 

33% target for 2020 and the future more ambitious targets envisaged for 2030.   

 

Commercial Sector  
The EXEED Programme, operated by SEAI, focuses on maximising energy 

efficiency at the design stage of a project and certifies assets when projects 

implement the specified standard for energy efficient design management.  
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Over the 2017-2018 period, energy efficiencies in excess of 30% were achieved by a 

total of 71 companies participating in the programme. 

 

Initiatives to reduce energy consumption in the SME sector were further developed 

by SEAI in 2018.  265 small businesses participated in the SME Smart Lighting 

scheme and the pilot Dairy Scheme to support the installation of energy efficient 

lighting and technologies in milking parlours respectively.  

 

Under the Energy Efficiency Obligation Scheme, larger energy suppliers must 

support energy efficiency projects in businesses across Ireland. The Energy 

Efficiency Obligation Scheme achieved an additional 350GWh of energy savings 

equivalent to nearly 80ktCO2 avoided outside of the SEAI grant schemes.  

 
BREXIT 
Ireland’s preparations for the United Kingdom’s exit from the European Union, 

resulting from the Article 50 Notification process, are guided at the centre of 

Government by the Departments of the Taoiseach and Foreign Affairs and Trade.  

 
During the year, the Department’s internal Brexit Group, comprising representation 

from relevant sectoral areas, co-ordinated Brexit-related matters. Key policy areas 

that have been the main focus in terms of Brexit preparations included energy 

markets and trade, environment, inland fisheries, communications and broadcasting.  

The Department also participated in the whole of Government Brexit contingency 

planning and engaged with key players on matters relating to ensuring the 

continuance of the Single Electricity Market (SEM), continued secure trade in 

energy, addressing broadcasting issues and mobile phone roaming, dealing with 

hazardous waste, as well as the actions required to maintain technical certification in 

certain sectors. 

The Department was responsible for the legislative provisions under Part IV of the 

Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union (Consequential 

Provisions) Act 2019 which deals with the areas of the Single Electricity Market and 

the Fluorinated Gas Sector.  
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In the event of the UK exiting the European Union without a Withdrawal Agreement, 

these provisions are designed to deal with issues that may arise in certain 

circumstances.  

Focus in 2019 continues to be maintained on contingency planning in the event of a 

no-deal Brexit. 

 



High Level Objective 6 
Natural Resources
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High Level Objective 6 - Natural Resources 
To exploit and manage our inland fisheries, mineral, hydrocarbon and other 

geological resources in a sustainable and productive manner. 

The Department is charged with managing the country’s Natural Resources in a 

sustainable and productive manner. The sector is a key source of wealth creation, a 

significant source of employment and makes a real contribution to our economic 

welfare and revenue base. 

Geoscience Development & Research 
Geological Survey Ireland (GSI) plays an important role in developing the 

Geoscience sector which was recently valued at over €3 billion, with employment of 

almost 25,000. The GSI is responsible for the acquisition and provision of geological 

data and information, and provides planning tools, partnering and research support, 

acting as the lead for a number of specific initiatives.  

 
Groundwater and Turlough Flooding Programme  
During 2018, GSI focused on providing high resolution turlough flood extent maps, 

using innovative techniques to process freely available satellite imagery, combined 

with hydrological modelling. These historic and predictive flood maps will directly 

support OPW’s commitments under the EU Floods Directive, while the modelling will 

provide a means of testing potential future climate change scenarios.  

 

On the monitoring side, 7 (of 50) turloughs had temporary monitoring infrastructure 

replaced with permanent installations, with the aim of having 20 permanent stations 

with telemetry in place by December 2019.  An advisory service has been developed 

to assist Local Authorities, and an Advisory Committee established, with 

representation from OPW, Local Authorities, EPA and the National Parks and 

Wildlife Service. Work is being undertaken in collaboration with Trinity College 

Dublin, building on extensive research and GSI’s groundwater expertise. In 2018, the 

project was selected by the European Space Agency as an exemplar of satellite data 

use in European Regions and was showcased at a Copernicus Programme 

awareness event held at the European Parliament. 



INFOMAR 
The INFOMAR Programme is funded by the Department and is being undertaken by 

GSI, in conjunction with the Marine Institute (MI), to map all of our valuable marine 

territory.  It is a key enabler of the Irish Integrated Marine Action Plan, and previous 

external economic studies have shown that the return on investment is over four 

times the cost of data acquisition.  

In 2018, the third year of INFOMAR Phase 2, marine mapping of almost 12,000 

sq.km was achieved (against a target of 4,000 sq.km), and mapping of the entire 

Irish marine territory is on course for completion by 2026.  Offshore mapping was 

undertaken by the MI vessels in the Celtic Sea, mainly off Waterford and Cork, using 

both the Celtic Voyager and Celtic Explorer.    

During the year, nearshore mapping focussed on the Irish Sea, off Counties 

Wexford, Waterford and Cork. This involved the use of four vessels, including two 

new inshore survey vessels commissioned in 2017, the 18.5m RV Mallet and 11m 

RV LIR. A new UAV/drone based mapping system has been developed and is being 

deployed to acquire data in intertidal areas.   

Shipwrecks continue to be investigated and recorded as part of INFOMAR mapping, 

working in conjunction with National Monuments Underwater Archaeology Unit of 

the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government.  In 2018, 18 

shipwrecks were mapped by the programmes vessels.  

The data and knowledge gathered under the INFOMAR programme is utilised in a 

range of areas including: marine safety and charting; offshore energy; aquaculture; 

coastal protection; environmental protection; shipwreck heritage; marine tourism and 

research. The annual seminar stakeholder event was held in Kinsale and attracted 

considerable media attention, with the announcement of the discovery of a major 

Atlantic shark nursery on a multi-agency expedition. 
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Tellus  
Tellus is the award-winning GSI programme of scientific data collection on soils, 

water and rocks by ground geochemical sampling and airborne geophysical surveys.  

In 2018, airborne surveying was carried over two blocks, in Counties 

Tipperary/Limerick and West Cork and a total of 3,600 sq. km of data was acquired, 

achieving 61% national coverage.  
 

During the year, 3 significant new initiatives commenced, namely Terra Soil, a 

collaboration with Teagasc examining the development of agricultural services from 

Tellus data and materials, Soil Recovery Facilities with EPA, characterising potential 

sites for reuse of valuable soil material from development projects, and the Earth 

Surface Resource Laboratory with TCD, which will allow sample analyses to be carried 

out within Ireland in future, and will also facilitate research projects.  

 

Geoscience Initiatives 
GSI manages a series of multiannual projects to support planning, and develop the 

role and application of geoscience and geology in Ireland.  These include an 

integrated geological mapping programme in response to new Tellus datasets. 

During the year, extensive mapping work was carried out across the country, and 

key maps published by GSI included: 

 1:50k map and data package for the Dublin area to support urban geology 

projects  

 subsoils maps for County Roscommon and parts of adjacent Counties   

 updated digital version of the 1:100k national bedrock map, and 

 Geological Guide to the Dingle Peninsula, including a detailed 1:50k map, in 

collaboration with academic authors. 

 
In 2018, the Groundwater Programme continued to characterise complex aquifers 

focussing on the management of clean drinking water supplies in County 

Roscommon and understanding groundwater flooding in County Mayo.  2018 also 

saw the completion of the sand and gravel aquifer characterisation fieldwork, 

highlighting sources of high quality groundwater and supporting the implementation 

of the EU Water Framework Directive.  



69 

 

These areas also benefited from the advancement of karst feature mapping from the 

previously captured LiDAR data which has been made available through the award-

winning, collaborative project, Open Topographic Data Viewer.  

GSI continued to work with the National Federation of Group Water Schemes with 

the next phase of projects providing critical vulnerability mapping for drinking water 

supplies. Discussions were also held with Irish Water to further the understanding of 

groundwater public water supplies and a pilot collaborative project will start in 2019.  

In the area of Geohazards, work commenced on a pilot Landslide Hazard Map and 

development of further planning tools, building on the completed National Landslide 

Susceptibility Map.  GSI continued engagement in relation to tsunami threat at 

national and international levels. 

GSI also increased efforts in the area of urban geology providing enhanced 3-D 

urban subsurface modelling which is available online, and is increasingly important in 

the context of remediation and reuse of brownfield sites.   

In the geotourism area, GSI continued to support the Global UNESCO Geopark 

network, which includes three Irish sites, Copper Coast (Waterford), Burren/Cliffs of 

Moher (Clare) and Marble Arch (Cavan/Fermanagh), as well as geotourism initiatives 

by community groups across the country. 

Geoscience Ireland  
Geoscience Ireland is a collaborative project, in conjunction with Enterprise Ireland 

(EI) and Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, focussed on winning additional 

work overseas for Irish based companies. In 2018, member companies’ in the 

Geosicence Business cluster increased to 37, and added net 253 jobs.  Geoscience 

Ireland attended the world’s largest mining conference in Toronto in March 2018 

which provided a platform for Irish companies to demonstrate their services, as well 

as an opportunity to attract further foreign direct investment. The business cluster 

was included as an exemplar case study in the 2018 Government Action Plan for 

Jobs. 
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Inland Fisheries 
The Department continued to fully align the management of the wild salmon fishery 

with scientific advice with the introduction of 15 Bye-laws and 3 Statutory 

Instruments, taking cognisance of individual stock levels.  In addition, a suite of 

Regulations was put in place by the end of 2018, ahead of the 2019 salmon season. 

 

Under the national eel management plan, measures undertaken included operations 

for the trapping and transporting of eels around ESB hydro-stations on the Shannon, 

the Lee and the Erne, as well as scientific sampling. The Conservation of Eel Fishing 

Bye-law, which prohibits fishing for eel, or possessing or selling eel caught in a river 

in the State, remained in force until 2018.   

 

Inland Fisheries Ireland’s collaborative research initiative with a number of former eel 

fishermen to further develop national knowledge of the species and its medium to 

longer term potential for recovery, concluded in 2018.  It is expected that this 

scientific fishery will contribute towards increased data and knowledge ahead of a 

further review of eel management measures, as required by EU Council Regulation 

1100/2007. 

During the year, the Department liaised with the European Commission and the 

Revenue Commissioners to initiate an Eel Fisherpersons Support Scheme to provide 

restitution payments to persons affected by the eel management measures.   

Funding of some €30 million was provided to Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI)to support 

the protection, conservation and development of Ireland’s inland fisheries resources. 

The Department continued to exercise its corporate governance over IFI and the 

Loughs Agency (as a co-sponsor Department), and worked closely with IFI to ensure 

continued progress on efficiencies, property rationalisation and innovation.  

Development of the angling sector continued in 2018, in line with the National 

Strategy for Angling Development (NSAD).  Over the last 3 years, almost €3 million 

has been invested, with 174 projects awarded funding. 
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Working in collaboration with local and national stakeholders, effective 

implementation of the Strategy will ensure stability of existing jobs and businesses 

reliant on angling, as well as the creation of new jobs as the economic impact of 

angling grows. 

Minerals 
In 2018, Ireland ranked as Europe’s 3rd largest producer of zinc metal in concentrate 

and the 14th largest producer in the world. In addition, Ireland was Europe’s 5th 

largest producer of lead metal in concentrate and 21st in the world. There are 

currently 16 State Mining Leases/Licences for lead, zinc, gypsum, marble and 

fireclay. Two underground mines operated in Ireland in 2018, namely, a lead-zinc 

mine at Navan, County Meath, and a gypsum mine in County Monaghan.  

Approximately 600 people are directly employed in mining activities, along with 

additional contract staff.  

 
There is also an active mineral exploration sector in Ireland, mainly for zinc and lead, 

while other minerals of interest include gold, silver, copper, lithium, gem minerals 

and barite. 120 Prospecting Licences were granted in 2018, resulting in a total of 614 

Prospecting Licences, held by 45 mineral exploration companies, at year end. Direct 

investment by prospecting licence holders in working these licences amounted to 

over €18 million.  

During 2018, Regulations were signed into law transposing EU Directives in respect 

of Environmental Impact Assessment and Appropriate Assessment in the context of 

applications for consent for deep drilling for mineral exploration purposes.   

In 2018, the Department continued to monitor mining activities to ensure compliance 

with the conditions of State Mining Licences and Leases and adherence to best 

practice. Regular physical inspections of mining operations, both on surface and 

underground, and site inspections of drilling or other exploration activities were 

undertaken to ensure compliance with prospecting and environmental regulations.  

Ireland’s mining policies and administration have, once again, been recognised in an 

international benchmark report of the Canadian-based Fraser Institute.  
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The most recent annual survey for 2018 based on responses from the industry, 

ranked Ireland 4th for Policy Perception Index, among 83 jurisdictions.  

Receipts from exploration and mining activities in 2018 amounted to over €6 million, 

of which more than €5 million related to mining royalties. 161 mineral exploration 

reports were publically released through the Department’s OPALS database.  

Offshore Oil and Gas  
While fossil fuels will still make a significant, but progressively smaller, contribution to 

Ireland's fuel mix, the intention in the longer-term is to largely replace fossil fuels with 

renewable energy sources, in line with Ireland’s transition to a low carbon future.  

During the transition period, the development of Ireland’s offshore oil and gas 

resources has the potential to deliver sustained benefits in terms of security of 

supply, import substitution, national and local economic development, technology 

learning and fiscal return. 

 

Corrib gas production met 56% of Ireland’s gas demand in 2018, with the Inch 

(Kinsale) and Moffat Entry Points providing the remaining 6% and 38% respectively.  

Corrib gas supplies will have declined to less than 40% of initial peak production 

levels by 2025/2026. The anticipated reduction in Corrib and Inch gas supplies will 

re-establish the Moffat Entry Point as the dominant supply point in the near future.   

 

During the year, Shell divested its interest in the Corrib gas field, and Vermillion 

Energy is the new operator on behalf of the Corrib Gas Partners, who also comprise 

Nephin Energy Limited and Equinor Exploration (Ireland) Limited.  

 

The Kinsale and Seven Heads gas fields are expected to cease production post 

2020.  In 2018, the operators of the gas fields submitted applications for the 

decommissioning of certain facilities within the gasfields. The application was subject 

to an environmental impact assessment, with a decision from the Minister expected 

in 2019. 
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Exploration   
The Department continued to facilitate exploration and development opportunities 

offshore. 12 Licensing Options from the Atlantic Margin Licensing Round 2015 were 

converted to new Frontier Exploration Licences during 2018, and at year end, there 

were 66 petroleum exploration authorisations.  

 

Due to the cyclical nature of authorisations, the focus of activities under licence 

moved from acquiring geophysical surveys towards processing of seismic data and 

exploratory drilling of prospects. The 2D Regional Seismic survey which was 

acquired in 2013 and 2014 was released in 2018. This valuable dataset includes 

16,800 km of PreStackTimeMigrated seismic, velocity, gravity, magnetic and field 

data relating to Ireland’s Atlantic Margin basins.   

Sectoral activity in 2018 included the granting of three site surveys, one for 

maintenance of the Corrib facility and two relating to pre-drilling site surveys to 

gather environmental baseline and habitat assessment data.   

ObSERVE Programme  
The award-winning ObSERVE Programme is being delivered by the Department, in 

partnership with the National Parks and Wildlife Service, and aims to enhance our 

knowledge and understanding of protected species and sensitive habitats offshore 

Ireland through high quality data collection.  Almost €3 million has been invested to 

date in the programme, which is unprecedented in its scale in Europe, and has 

delivered new environmental baseline data. In November 2018, Minister of State, 

Seán Canney launched the following final reports:  

 Acoustic Surveys of Cetaceans in the Irish Atlantic Margin in 2015–2016: 

Occurrence, distribution and abundance  

 Aerial Surveys of Cetaceans and Seabirds in Irish waters: Occurrence, 

distribution and abundance in 2015-2017  

 The seasonal distribution and abundance of seabirds in the western Irish Sea 

2016. 
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All reports and data are freely available to interested parties, and have also been 

submitted to the National Biodiversity Data Centre to inform their biodiversity portal 

and maps. ObSERVE data is widely used by industry, scientists and regulators to 

inform the preparation and evaluation of environmental documents concerning 

protected marine species and sites in key offshore basins. 

The Department is continuing to work on Phase II of the Programme which aims to 

greatly improve our knowledge of protected species (especially whales and dolphins 

and seabirds) and sensitive habitats across Ireland’s extensive Exclusive Economic 

Zone. 



High Level Objective 7 
Governance and Operations
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High Level Objective 7 - Governance and Operations 
To promote and operate a culture of value for money and continual evaluation of our 

performance in a measureable, transparent and accountable manner. To develop 

our staff and deliver the public service reform agenda and Civil Service Renewal 

Plan whilst providing a high quality service to our customers and stakeholders. 

Strategic Communications 

External Communications  

Communications planning and delivery is integral to the Department’s strategic 

management and delivery.  In 2018, the Department appointed a Head of 

Communications Unit, as part of a wider drive to professionalise and streamline 

communications across Government. The role involves the oversight of external 

communications, media relations and press activity, as well as internal 

communications and engagement activities.  

 

2018 saw the implementation of a uniform brand across all Government 

communications, ensuring greater consistency in how Departments engage with 

citizens locally, nationally and globally. A uniform identity was successfully adopted 

by the Department across its internal and external communications. It also worked to 

ensure that content is written in plain language, clear and concise and ready for 

migration to www.gov.ie, the single website portal for all Government 

communications.  

 

A number of Government of Ireland initiatives, events and campaigns were delivered 

across key policy areas, including climate action, waste, environment, digital 

connectivity and natural resources. Close engagement with citizens, organisations 

and other stakeholders took place on matters such as inland fisheries, broadband, 

energy and climate, biofuels, electricity interconnection, the EU emissions trading 

scheme, as well as disability policies and guidelines.    

 

 

 

http://www.gov.ie/
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Internal Communications and Staff Engagement  

During the year, Communications Unit worked closely with Line Divisions to support 

effective stakeholder engagement and communications, and will continue to 

strengthen Departmental-wide capacity in this area.   

The Department’s third Irish language scheme 2018-2021 came into effect, and aims 

to further enhance the provision of services through Irish to customers, building on 

achievements under previous schemes.  

In 2018, the Department launched a new departmental intranet, in partnership with 

the Office of Government Chief Information Officer. The intranet is a key tool, along 

with cross-divisional for a, lunchtime learning sessions and newsletters in supporting 

Departmental functions and maximising internal communications and team-working.  

As part of the Civil Service Renewal agenda and in response to issues raised in the 

Civil Service Employee Engagement Survey, the Department continued its 

Employee Engagement Programme, hosting over 15 engagement sessions, 

involving more than 150 staff. Local Action Groups supported open dialogue and 

implementation of realistic change proposals.  The Programme was the recipient of a 

2018 Civil Service Excellence and Innovation Award for Leading Civil Service 

Renewal.  

Human Resources (HR) 
At the end of 2018, the Department employed 412 staff, equating to 395 full time 

equivalents. 

The Department continued to proactively engage with Civil Service Renewal and 

Reform in terms of HR initiatives and ICT enhancements, including the management 

of service level agreements relating to HR and Payroll shared services.  

The HR Business Partner model underpins HR’s response to resourcing needs, 

learning and development, as well as team formation and development. The 2017-

2019 Workforce Plan was updated and formed the basis of external recruitment and 

internal promotion competitions during the year.  
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The Department is committed to enabling staff mobility and development to ensure 

that the right people are in the right place at the right time and have the appropriate 

skills to deliver on its strategic goals and objectives.  Learning and development 

requirements were actively addressed, in line with internal educational support 

policies and in close collaboration with OneLearning, the central Learning & 

Development Unit for the Civil Service. There was a strong uptake of the 

Department’s mentoring programme which is open to all staff.  

 

HR continued to promote the importance of the completion of all stages of the 

ePMDS process and to support line managers, where necessary, and the 2018 

completion was 94%. The Department’s lost time rate for sick leave of 2.64% in 2018 

is below the overall target rate of 3.5% across the Civil Service. 

 

The preparation of a new HR strategy for 2019-2022, aligned with the Civil Service 

People Strategy and Public Service 2020, was progressed. It will ensure an evolving 

strategic role for HR in the development and delivery of the Department’s policies 

and programmes, building on the achievements under the former HR strategy. 

ICT 
The Department operates successful shared services with the Department of 

Agriculture, Food and the Marine on ICT, and in 2018 agreed a new Service Delivery 

Memorandum of Understanding to reflect changes in the ICT environment.  

 

Key ICT developments during the year included:  

 mapping of coverage to reflect new commercial investments on the National 

Broadband Plan Map, and the production of detailed broadband coverage 

maps for use by the public  

 technical solutions to facilitate the rollout of a new Intranet, eCorrespondence 

and staff movement systems, including installation of a new Wifi solution 

across the Department  

 additional security features on the Department’s virtual server environment 
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 ongoing development and support of sectoral applications in the GSI, Energy,

Communications and Natural Resources areas, and upgrading of the

Financial Management System

 research and development work to facilitate geological spatial data being

made available on the Web, and

 work on a new Departmental ICT Strategy for publication in 2019.

Finance 
Gross Voted expenditure for 2018 amounted to some €552 million, which funded key 

measures in the communications, broadcasting, energy, climate action, environment, 

natural resources and waste management areas.  A breakdown of the Department’s 

2018 expenditure and receipts is set out at Appendix A. 

General Data Protection Regulations 
The Department published its Data Privacy Statement and Notice, CCTV Privacy 

Notice and Subject Access Request documentation, in preparation for the entry into 

force of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) in May 2018.  It also put in 

place internal policies and procedures and facilitated e-Learning training for all staff 

to ensure compliance with data protection obligations and requirements.     

Protected Disclosure Policy  
In line with its commitment to maintaining the highest standards of integrity and 

probity, the Department’s Protected Disclosure Policy and Guidelines were updated 

during the year. The policy is focussed on supporting staff to “speak up” on any issue 

covered by the Protected Disclosures Act that could hamper the Department’s ability 

to carry out its functions.  

Freedom of Information (FOI) 
A total of 362 FOI requests were received during 2018, representing an 86% 

increase compared to 2017. 
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Corporate Governance 
The Department is responsible for 17 commercial, non-commercial and regulatory 

bodies which are listed at Appendix E. Corporate Governance Division has 

implemented a streamlined approach across a number of areas relevant to State 

bodies, including appointments to State Boards, processing requests for Ministerial 

consents, developing appropriate oversight arrangements and financial monitoring. 

This approach to governance is helping to ensure that the relationship between the 

Department and its agencies is consistent and reflects best practice.  

Governance arrangements are set out in the various statutes underpinning the State 

bodies and the 2016 Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies. The 

Department undertakes work annually to verify that its State bodies are in 

compliance with the Code. 

Gender Balance on State Boards and Statutory Committees 

The Department has responsibility for appointments to sixteen State Boards and 

Statutory Committees. Appointments to these bodies fall into a number of categories 

which include Government, Ministerial, Ex-Officio and Elected Employee 

Representatives.   

During 2018, 27 appointments were made, of which 74% were men and 26% were 

women. The average gender balance in the serving membership of these bodies 

was 62% male and 38% female, at year end. Overall, 9 of the bodies had met the 

Government target of 40% representation of each gender in terms of serving 

members, and efforts will continue to address those bodies which have yet to meet 

the target.  

The Department will implement the recommendations of the Interdepartmental 

Group on Gender Balance on State Boards to promote better gender balance on the 

Bodies under its aegis.  



Overview of Energy Usage  
The Department works closely with the SEAI on monitoring and reporting the 

Department’s energy usage, and participates in the OPW’s Optimising Power @ 

Work energy conservation campaign. 

In 2017, the Department used 4,457,752kWh of energy which reflects the wide 

scope and diversity of work carried out within the Department. During the year, the 

number of staff increased in the Department and there was also an increase in 

energy intensive activity in GSI. Total energy related emissions were 958,991kg 

CO2 in 2018, compared to 1,259,414kg CO2 in the reference period of 2006-08, 

demonstrating the Department’s ability to maintain reductions, notwithstanding  

increased work outputs across its business Divisions.  Data for energy usage in 

respect of 2018 will be published in Q3, 2019.  

The energy efficiency target for public sector bodies is to achieve 33% improved 

energy efficiency by end 2020. The Department achieved almost 52% efficiency 

improvement based on the most recent published data available from SEAI in the 

“Annual Report 2018 on Public Sector Energy Efficiency Performance” (which 

covers the period to end 2017).  Furthermore, the Group which the Department 

leads – comprising 16 bodies and including the Department itself – is one of the best 

performing groups, having achieved 33% energy efficiency to end 2017.  

Projects delivered under the OPW’s Optimising Power @ Work helped to increase 

staff awareness of energy efficiency and ongoing maintenance contributed to the 

Department’s energy performance improvement and energy cost reduction.  Five 

electric car charging points have been installed at the Department’s office premises 

at Adelaide Road and Beggar’s Bush. The GSI is in the process of purchasing the 

Department’s first electric vehicle, while its new rock core digitisation scanner also 

reflects the Department’s commitment to provide more services, using less energy.  

During the year, the Department agreed with OPW that its headquarters would 

relocate to a newly refurbished Nearly Zero Energy Building at its Beggar’s Bush 

premises by 2023.  

81 
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Department’s Green Team 
In mid 2018, the Department established a Green Team to identify inefficient 

recycling and waste management practices and recommend actions for 

implementation. Following consultation with staff, the Green Team successfully 

implemented a range of environmentally sustainable measures, including the 

elimination of disposable cups, the introduction of segregated waste bins and the 

expansion of recycling facilities. Overall, the Department has achieved a significantly 

improved recycling to landfill ratio, and has driven an increased awareness of the 

value of waste minimisation, reduction and recycling.  
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Appendix A: Vote 29 - 2018 Estimates and Provisional 
Outturn 

Subhead 

2018 
Estimate 
(incl. 
capital 
carryover) 
€000 

2018 
Provisional 
Outturn €000 

Communications 

A.1 - Administrative Pay 6,668 6,085 

A.2 - Admin Non Pay 1,588 1,340 

A.3 - Information and Communications Technology 19,040 11,182 

A.4 - Multimedia Developments 4,522 4,521 

A.5 - Information Society & eInclusion 8,714 4,387 

A.6 - Other Services 500 - 

Sub-total 41,032 27,515 

Broadcasting 

B.1 - Admin Pay 1,138 1,039 

B.2 - Admin Non Pay 287 242 

B.3 - Grant to RTÉ 190,724 188,567 

B.4 - Payment to an Post 12,457 11,969 

B.5 - Grant to TG4 35,790 36,775 

B.6 - Broadcasting Fund 14,704 14,513 

Sub-total 255,100 253,105 

Energy 

C.1 - Admin Pay 4,765 4,348 

C.2 - Admin Non Pay 1,718 1,435 

C.3 - SEAI Admin & General Expenses 10,870 11,017 

C.4 - Sustainable Energy Programmes 134,068 127,778 

C.5 - Energy Research Programmes 9,300 8,433 

C.7 - Gas Services 41 39 

C.8 - Subscriptions to International Organisations 290 247 

Sub-total 161,052 153,297 
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Natural Resources 

D.1 - Admin Pay 6,225  5,681  

D.2 - Admin Non Pay 3,300  2,657  

D.3 - Petroleum Services  704  342  

D.4 - Mining Services 3,750  915  

D.5 - GSI Services 12,555  11,081  

D.7 - Subscriptions to International Organisations 135  118  

Sub-total 26,669 20,794 

 
 

Subhead  
2018 
Estimate 
€000 

2018 
Provisional 
Outturn €000 

Inland Fisheries 

E.1 - Admin Pay 814  743  

E.2 - Admin Non Pay 500  405  

E.3 - Inland Fisheries  33,087  33,050  

Sub-total 34,401 34,198 

Environment and Waste Management 

F.1 - Admin Pay 6,145  5,608  

F.2 - Admin Non Pay 1,842  1,594  

F.3 - Environmental Protection Agency  37,400  35,303  

F.4 - Carbon Fund 800  599  

F.5 - International Climate change Commitments 2,500  4,500  

F.6 - Landfill Remediation 11,000  10,250  

F.7 – Climate Initiatives  3,850  1,208  

F.8 - Subscriptions to International Organisations 3,000  2,971  

F.9 - National Dialogue   -    -  

F.10 - Waste Campaign 1,600  1,423  

F.11 - Other Services 547    -  

Sub-total 68,834 63,456 

Gross Total 586,938 552,365 
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Appropriations-in-Aid 

1 - Proceeds of Fines & Forfeitures for fishery offences 50  13  

2 - Mineral & Petroleum Receipts 8,795  10,630  

3 - Petroleum Infrastructure Support Group 437  332  

4 - Broadcasting Licence Fees 222,130  219,295  

5 - Geological Survey Receipts 300  704  

6 - Rent on properties in GPO 223  204  

7 - Miscellaneous Receipts 1,070  1,190  

8 - Pension Contributions from Agencies 732  832  

9 - Receipts from pension-related deduction on public service 

remuneration 

4,118  4,097  

Appropriations-in-Aid Total 237,855 237,297 

Net Total 349,083 315,068 
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2018 Provisional Outturn Summary 

Programme 
Outturn 

€000 

Communications 27,515 

Broadcasting 253,105 

Energy Sector 153,297 

Natural Resources 20,794 

Inland Fisheries 34,198 

Environment and Waste Management 63,456 

Total 552,365 
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Appendix B: Legislation 
Bills Enacted  

 Radiological Protection (Amendment) Act 2018 
The Act amends certain provisions of the Radiological Protection Act 1991 

(the Principal Act) and provides a legal basis under the Principal Act for the 

transposition into Irish law of certain articles in Council Directive 

2013/59/Euratom (the Basic Safety Standards Directive).  

 

The Act also transfers certain radiological functions under the Radiological 

Protection Acts 1991-2014 from the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 

Government to the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 

Environment.  

 

 Telecommunications Services (Ducting and Cables) Act 2018 
The purpose of the legislation is to clarify the rights of access of the Minister 

to private lands in respect of the Galway Mayo telecommunications duct. 

 

General Schemes/Heads of Bills brought to Government in 2018 

 

Title of Bill Was RIA applied? 

National Oil Reserves 

Agency (Amendment) 

and Provision of Central 

Treasury Services Bill 

A RIA was included with the General Scheme of Bill for 

observations, when brought to Government in 

November 2018. 

 

National Broadband Plan 

Bill 

A RIA was included with the General Scheme of Bill, 

when brought to Government in July 2018. 
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Statutory Instruments  

S.I. No. Title 

5 of 2018 Electricity Regulation Act 1999 (Establishment of Appeal Panel) 

(Amendment) Order 2018 

83 of 2018 Control of Fishing for Salmon Order 2018 

96 of 2018 Waste Management (Tyres and Waste Tyres) (Amendment) 

Regulations 2018 

112 of 

2018 

Inland Fisheries Ireland Superannuation Scheme 2018 

158 0f 

2018 

Wireless Telegraphy (National Point to Point Block Licences) 

Regulations 2018 (Co-Sealed with Commission for Communications 

Regulation) 

169 of 

2018 

European Union (Renewable Energy and Biofuel Sustainability 

Criteria) (Amendment) Regulations 2018  

183 of 

2018 

European Union (End of Life Vehicles) (Amendment) Regulations 

2018 

184 of 

2018 

European Union (Restriction of Certain Hazardous Substances in 

Electrical and Electronic Equipment) (Amendment) Regulations 

2018 

198 of 

2018 

National Oil Reserves Agency Act 2007 (Biofuel Obligation Rate) 

Order 2018  

227 of 

2018 

Energy Act 2016 (Section 19) (Commencement)  Order 2018   

232 of 

2018 

European Union (National Emission Ceilings) Regulations 2018 

282 of Wireless Telegraphy (Mobile Satellite Service and Complementary 
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2018 Ground Component) Regulations 2018 (Co-Sealed with Commission 

for Communications Regulation) 

309 of 

2018 

European Communities (Access to Information of the Environment) 

(Amendment) Regulations 2018 

349 of 

2018 

Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (Accelerated Capital Allowances for 

Energy Efficient Equipment) (Amendment) (No. 1) Order 2018  

360 of 

2018 

European Union (Measures for a High Common Level of Security of 

Network and Information Systems) Regulations 2018. 

372 of 

2018 

Energy Act 2016 (Section 8) (Commencement) Order 2018 (new 

definition of SEM, amending S.2 Electricity Regulation Act 1999) 

383 of 

2018 

European Union (Properties of Waste Which Render it Hazardous) 

Regulations 2018 

384 of 

2018 

European Union (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Minerals 

Development Act 1940)(Amendment) Regulations 2018 

385 of 

2018 

European Union (Appropriate Assessment) (Minerals Development 

Act 1940)(Amendment) Regulations 2018 

403 of 

2018 

Electricity Regulation Act 1999 (Public Service Obligations) 

(Amendment) Order 2018 

533 of 

2018 
European Union (Mercury) Regulations 2018 

549 of 

2018 
European Communities (Environmental Noise) Regulations 2018 

585 of 

2018 

Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging Scheme Regulations 2018 

643 of 

2018 

Inland Fisheries (Fixed Charge Notice) Regulations 2018 
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Inland Fisheries bye-laws 

The following bye-laws were made in 2018:   

Bye-Law No. Title 

324, 2018 Conservation of Salmon and Sea Trout (Emergency Closed 

Rivers)*  

325, 2018 Conservation of Salmon and Sea Trout (Emergency Closed Rivers 

- Revocation) (*Revoked Bye-Law No. 324, 2018) 

326, 2018 Abbert and Grange Rivers (Annual Close Season)  

327, 2018 Conservation of Salmon and Sea Trout (Closed Rivers) 

960, 2018 Conservation of Salmon and Sea Trout (Draft nets and Snap 

nets) 

961, 2018 Fermoy Weir Fly fishing only (No. 4 Or Lismore District)(Munster 

Blackwater)  

962, 2018 Western Fisheries Region River Clare (Revocation)  

963, 2018 Upper and Lower Limits of Cong River and Cong Canal (No.9 (1) 

or Galway District) 

964, 2018 Designated Salmonid Waters  (Annulled February 2019) 

965, 2018 Angling Bye Law 

966, 2018 Conservation of Salmon Sea Trout (Bag Limits)  

967, 2018 Conservation of Salmon and Sea Trout (Catch and Release) 

968, 2018 Conservation of Salmon and Sea Trout (River Suir) 

969, 2018 Conservation of Sea Trout 

970, 2018 Conservation of Salmon and Sea Trout (River Slaney)  
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EU Directives/Regulations  

Name of EU Directive/Regulations Was RIA applied/ 
Is RIA being 
applied? 

Where can the 
published RIA be 
accessed? 

Directive 2018/849 amending 

Directives 2000/53/EC on end-of-life 

vehicles, 2006/66/EC on batteries 

and accumulators and waste 

batteries and accumulators and 

2012/19/EU on waste electrical and 

electronic equipment 

A RIA to be 

completed for all of 

the Circular 

Economy legislative 

package amending 

Directives listed 

here 

To be completed in 

2019 

Directive 2018/850 amending 

Directive 1999/31/EC on the landfill 

of waste 

As above As above 

Directive 2018/851 amending 

Directive 2008/98/EC on waste 

As above As above 

Directive 2018/852 amending 

Directive 94/62/EC on packaging 

and packaging waste 

As above As above 

European Union (Measures for a 

High Common Level of Security of 

Network and Information Systems) 

Regulations 2018 (SI No 360 of 

2018) 

 

No  
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Appendix C: Petroleum Authorisations 
A total of 66 petroleum authorisations were extant at 31 December 2018. These 

included: 

 3 Petroleum Leases  

 2 Lease Undertakings  

 13 Licensing Options (of which 7  were subject to follow-on applications),  

 35 Exploration Licenses (of which 3 were subject to follow-on applications)  

 13 Petroleum Prospecting Licences. 

Twelve Frontier Exploration licences were granted during 2018. Details of these new 

offshore authorisations are set out in the following table: 

 

Authorisation 
No. 

Authorisation 
Type 

Licensee 

 

FEL 1/18 

 

Frontier 

Exploration 

Licence 

CNOOC Petroleum Europe Limited 

FEL 2/18 
Frontier 

Exploration 

Licence 

 

CNOOC Petroleum Europe Limited 

FEL 3/18 
Frontier 

Exploration 

Licence 

CNOOC Petroleum Europe Limited 

ExxonMobil Exploration and Production Ireland 

(Offshore South) Limited 

FEL 4/18 
Frontier 

Exploration 

Licence 

CNOOC Petroleum Europe Limited 
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Authorisation 
No. 

Authorisation 
Type 

Licensee 

FEL 5/18 
Frontier 

Exploration 

Licence 

ExxonMobil Exploration and Production Ireland 

(Offshore South) Limited 

Equinor Energy Ireland Limited 

CNOOC Petroleum Europe Limited 

FEL6/18 
Frontier 

Exploration 

Licence 

ExxonMobil Exploration and Production Ireland 

(Offshore South) Limited 

Equinor Energy Ireland Limited 

CNOOC Petroleum Europe Limited 

FEL 7/18 
Frontier 

Exploration 

Licence 

Equinor Energy Ireland Limited 

ExxonMobil Exploration and Production Ireland 

(Offshore South) Limited 

FEL 8/18 
Frontier 

Exploration 

Licence 

Equinor Energy Ireland Limited 

ExxonMobil Exploration and Production Ireland 

(Offshore South) Limited 

FEL 9/18 
Frontier 

Exploration 

Licence 

Equinor Energy Ireland Limited 

ExxonMobil Exploration and Production Ireland 

(Offshore South) Limited 

FEL 10/18 
Frontier 

Exploration 

Licence 

Equinor Energy Ireland Limited 

ExxonMobil Exploration and Production Ireland 

(Offshore South) Limited 
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Authorisation 
No. 

Authorisation 
Type 

Licensee 

FEL 11/18 
Frontier 

Exploration 

Licence 

Woodside Energy (Ireland) Pty Limited 

Petrel Resources plc 

FEL 12/18 
Frontier 

Exploration 

Licence 

ENI Ireland B.V. 
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Appendix D: Bodies under the aegis of the 
Department 

Details of the Department’s 17 commercial, non-commercial and regulatory State 

bodies are outlined below: 

Body Main Role 

An Post Ireland’s national postal service provider. 

Commission for 

Communications 

Regulation 

The Commission for Communications Regulation 

(ComReg) is the statutory body responsible for the 

regulation of the electronic communications sector 

(telecommunications, radio communications, 

broadcasting transmission and premium rate services) 

and the postal sector. Its remit covers all kinds of 

transmission networks, including the traditional 

telephone wire service, operators providing TV services, 

mobile phone networks and the postal service 

Digital Hub Development 

Agency 

Established under the Digital Hub Development Act 

2003 to oversee the development of the Digital Hub, a 

cluster of digital technology-based enterprise in the 

Liberties area. 

Raidió Teilifís Éireann 
RTÉ is a public service broadcasting corporation and a 

statutorily independent body. 

TG4 
TG4 is an Irish language public service broadcasting 

corporation and a statutorily independent body. 
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Broadcasting Authority of 

Ireland (BAI) 

The Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI) was 

established on 1 October 2009, as an independent 

regulator for radio and television broadcasters in Ireland. 

The BAI has a range of objectives and functions. In 

carrying out its functions, the BAI must make sure that 

its approach to regulation is proportionate and takes into 

account the range and type of broadcasting services in 

Ireland. The BAI has a responsibility to ensure that 

broadcast regulation is stable. The Authority also has a 

role to play in encouraging technological development in 

the broadcasting sector. 

Electricity Supply Board 

The ESB is a statutory corporation established under the 

Electricity (Supply) Act 1927. It is a vertically integrated 

utility involved in the generation, transmission, 

distribution and supply of electricity.  

EirGrid plc  

 

EirGrid plc. was established to act as the independent 

Transmission System Operator (TSO), in line with the 

requirements of the EU Electricity Directive and became 

operational as the TSO on 1 July 2006. 
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Commission for 

Regulation of Utilities 

The Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU) is 

Ireland’s independent energy regulator with a range of 

economic, customer and safety functions. The CRU is 

also the economic regulator of Ireland’s public water 

system. 

The CRU is responsible for the licensing and 

authorisation of energy undertakings, ensuring security 

of electricity and gas supplies, regulation of certain 

tariffs and the development of national and regional 

electricity and gas markets, in line with its statutory 

functions and national and EU requirements, and safety 

regulation in respect of upstream petroleum extraction 

and exploration activities. 

Irish National Petroleum 

Corporation  

Following the sale of its business and commercial 

assets (Whitegate Refinery and Bantry storage terminal) 

in July 2001, the INPC has no operational capacity/ 

employees. Its current activities are limited to its rights 

and obligations under the Sale and Purchase 

Agreement attaching to the 2001 transaction. 

Bord na Móna plc. 

 

Bord na Móna plc is a supplier of products and services 

based principally on peat. The company is also 

providing products and services in environmental, 

renewable energy, electricity generation and waste 

management business sectors. In June 2014, the 

Government decided to streamline and refocus the 

commercial operations of Bord na Móna and Coillte, 

primarily in the bioenergy and wind energy sectors.   

The decision requires Bord na Móna and Coillte to 

cooperate in four key areas: wind; biomass; tourism and 

recreation; and shared services. 
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Body Main Role 

National Oil Reserves 

Agency  

The National Oil Reserves Agency (NORA) was 

established in 1995. Originally set up as a subsidiary of 

Irish National Petroleum Corporation Limited (INPC), it was 

established as a stand-alone State body in 2007 under the 

provisions of the National Oil Reserves Agency Act.  

NORA maintains Ireland’s strategic oil stocks in line with 

the State’s oil stockholding obligations to the EU and the 

International Energy Agency (IEA). NORA also administers 

Ireland's Biofuels Obligation Scheme. 

Sustainable Energy 

Authority of Ireland 

The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) was 

established as Ireland's national energy authority under the 

Sustainable Energy Act 2002. SEAI's mission is to play a 

leading role in transforming Ireland into a society based on 

sustainable energy structures, technologies and practices. 

To fulfil this mission, SEAI aims to provide well-timed and 

informed advice to Government, and deliver a range of 

programmes efficiently and effectively, while engaging and 

motivating a wide range of stakeholders and showing 

continuing flexibility and innovation in all activities. 

Environmental 

Protection Agency 

 

 

 

 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was 

established under the Environmental Protection Agency 

Act, 1992 and is responsible for protecting and improving 

the environment as a valuable asset for the people of 

Ireland.  It fulfils its statutory functions through a 

combination of environmental licensing, monitoring, 

regulation, enforcement, research, and education. 
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Body Main Role 

Inland Fisheries Ireland  

Inland Fisheries Ireland is responsible for the protection, 

management and conservation of the inland fisheries 

resource and sea angling across the country. 

Mining Board 

An independent board set up under the Minerals 

Development Act 1940, its function is to determine 

compensation in various cases. It is also charged with 

deciding what minerals are to be excepted from the State’s 

exclusive right to work minerals under that Act. 

Loughs Agency of the 

Foyle Carlingford and 

Irish Lights Commission  

The Agency is a North South Body established under the 

British Irish Agreement Act 1999, responsible for the: 

(a) promotion and development of Lough Foyle and 

Carlingford Lough for commercial and recreational 

purposes in respect of marine, fishery and 

aquaculture matters  

(b) management, conservation and protection, 

improvement and development of inland fisheries  

(c) development and licensing of aquaculture, and  

(d) development of marine tourism. 
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